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PREFACE. 


DuKKNG  the  lifteen  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the 
Author's  former  work  upon  this  subject  was  published,  the 
immense  growth  of  the  case  law,  both  in  Great  Britain  and 
this  country,  upon  the  various  topics  embraced  in  the  work, 
has  demanded,  at  the  author's  hands,  a  much  more  radi- 
cal and  comprehensive  revision  of  that  work,  than  would 
be  recogniaed  under  the  title,  "Second  Edition." 

Within  that  interval,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  'has  settled  the  vexed  question  as  to  the  eflfect  of 
judgments  of  other  states  ;  the  various  state  courts  of  last 
resort  have  rendered  a  multitude  of  decisions  as  to  the 
status  and  force  of  decrees  of  divorce  pronounced  by  courts 
of  sister  states  ;  and  some  startling  innovations  have  been 
made  respecting  the  collateral  attack  of  judgments. 

The  doctrine  of  Estoppel  by  Deed  has  been  considerably 
extended  in  its  application,  while  that  of  Equitable  Estop- 
pel has  been  steadily  and  persistently  enlarged  in  its  scope, 
vigor  and  freedom  of  application  by  the  tribunals  of  both 
countries^    The  great  growth  of  the  case  law  is  shown  by 
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the  advance  in  the  number  of  cases  cited — from  2,700  in 
the  former  work  to  upwards  of  16,000  in  this  ;  and  in  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  pages  of  text,  from  565  to  1,449. 
The  former  work  contained  621  sections  ;  this  one,  1,307. 
In  that  work,  228  pages  were  found  to  afford  sufficient 
space  for  the  proper  treatment  of  Estoppel  by  Judgment ; 
.  in  this,  703  pages  are  needed  for  that  subject.  The  treat- 
ment  of  other  important  topics  has  been  correspondingly 
enlarged  ;  the  result  being,  not  a  "second  edition"  of  the 
former  work,  but  an  entirely  new,  independently  written 
treatise  on  the  subject. 

That  some  error^  in  citations  will  creep  in,  where  so 
very  many  cases  are  cited,  is  to  be  regretted ;  but  cannot 
be  prevented ;  for  these,  when  they  occur,  the  author 
bespeaks  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  profession,  who,  by  the 
favorable  reception  of  his  other  works,  have  given  him 
assurance  of  the  utility  of  his  labors  in  their  behalf. 

H.  M.  Herman. 

UiLLs  BmLDiifo,  New  YcuEf 
March  1, 1886. 
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THE 


LAW   OF    ESTOPPEL 


CHAPTER  I. 

THE  ORIGIN,  NATURE,  AND  OBJECT  OF  ESTOPPELS. 

• 

SsanoK  1.  There  are  bnt  few  older  principles  or  rales  of 
law  that  have  been  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation, 
from  the  earliest  days  of  the  Roman  law  to  the  present  time, 
than  that  of  Estoppel.  The  term  estoppel  is  derived  from  the 
French  word  estoupCy  whence  the  English  word  stopped,  and  it 
is  called  an  estoppel,  or  conclusion,  becanse  a  man^s  own  act  or 
acceptance  stoppeth  or  closeth  up  his  mouth  to  allege  or  plead 
the  truth.  Conclusion  is  derived  from  the  verb  concludOj  which 
is  derived  from  con  and  dudOy  to  determine,  to  finish,  to  shut 
up,  to  estop,  to  bar  a  man,  to  plead  or  claim  anything;  it  signifies 
literally  the  winding  up  of  all  arguments  and  reasoning. 

§  2.  Touching  estoppels,  says  Lord  Coke,  which  are  a  curious 
and  excellent  kind  of  learning,  it  is  to  be  observed  there  are 
three  kinds  of  estoppels :  bt  Mattes  of  Beoord  ;  by  Mattes 
or  .Wsrrmo ;  and  bt  Mattes  in  Pais  ;  and  although  Coke 
uses  the  word  writing  it  is  clearly  evident  that  the  writing  which 
will  operate  as  an  estoppel  must  be  a  deed.'  Estoppels^  theref ore» 
are: 

1.  By  Matter  ov  Beooed  ; 

2.  By  Deed  ; 

3.  In  Pais. 

>  Btratton  y.  Bastall,  9  T.  R  aeo ;  Lompon  ▼.  Ck)rk,0*B.&iueil;  Gieaves 
T.  Key,  8  B.  ft  A.  8ia 
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2  The  Law  of  Estoppel. 

§  3.  A  man  is  said  to  be  estopped  when  he  has  done  some  act 
which  the  policy  of  the  law  will  not  permit  him  to  gainsay  or 
d^ny.  An  estoppel  is  when  a  man  is  concluded  by  his  own  act. 
An  estoppel  is  an  obstruction  or  bar  to  one's  alleging  or  denying 
a  fact  contrary  to  his  own  previous  action,  allegation  or  denial. 
A  conclusion  or  admission  which  cannot  be  controverted.  A  man 
shall  always  be  estopped  by  his  own  deed,  or  not  permitted  to 
aver  or  prove  anything  in  contradiction  to  what  he  has  once  sol- 
emnly avowed.  Estoppels  signify  that  a  man,  for  the  sake  of 
good  faith  and  fair  dealing,  should  be  estopped  for  saying  that  to 
be  false  which  by  his  means  has  once  been  accredited  for  truth, 
and  by  his  representations  has  led  others  to  act.  The  very  mean- 
ing of  estoppel  lis  when  an  admission  is  intended  to  lead  and  does 
lead  a  man  with  whom  a  party  is  dealing  into  a  line  of  conduct 
which  must  be  prejudicial  Jto  his  interest,  unless  the  party  es- 
topped be  cut  off  from  the  power  of  retraction.  An  estoppel 
affecting  the  right  of  a  party  in  real  estate  may  be  created  by 
matter  inpaisy  consisting  of  acts  and  declarations  of  a  person  by 
which  he  designedly  induces  another  to  alter  his  position,  injuri- 
ously to  himself ;  as  for  instance,  if  a  person  with  full  knowl- 
edge, permits  another  without  objection,  to  sell  his  property  as 
the  property  of  the  vendor,  he  will  be  estopped  from  questioning 
the  titl6  of  a  bona  fide  purchaser ;  and  where  one  has  a  secret 
title  or  trust  or  interest  in  property,  and  permits  one  to  expend 
money  on  the  property,  he  is  estopped  from  questioning  the 
title.' 

§  4.  There  is  no  principle  better  established,  nor  one  founded 
on  more  solid  considerations  of  equity  and  public  utility,  than  ^ 
that  which  declares  that  if  one  man,  knowingly,  though  he  docs 
it  passively,  by  looking  on,  suffers  another  to  purchase  and  expend 
money  on  land,  under  an  erroneous  opinion  of  title,  without 
making  known  his  claim,  he  shall  not  afterwards  be  permitted  to 
exercise  his  legal  right  against  such  person.  It  would  be  an  act 
of  fraud  and  injustice,  and  his  conscience  is  bound  by  this  equita- 
ble estoppel.  "  Q;iii  tacet^  consefitire  videtur,  qui  potest  et  debet 
vetare^  jvbetP    If  there  be  one  principle  of  law  more  clear  than 

»  Pigott  V.  Stratton,  29  L.  X  Ch.  9;    McCance  v.  Lond,  Ac.  R.  W.  Co.,  84 
L.  J.  Exchq.  89.    Post,  chap.   XV. 
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anotber  it  is  this,  that  where  a  person  has  made  a  deliberate 
statement  with  a  view  to  indnee  another  to  act,  the  former  is  not 
at  liberty  to  denj  the  tnith  of  the  statement  so  made.'  Wher. 
in  the  coarse  of  legal  proceedings  an  attempt  is  made  to  violate  this 
principle,  the  law  replies  in  the  words  of  the  maxim  "  aUegans 
coniraria  non  est  aibdiendiis^^^  and  by  applying  the  doctrine  of 
estoppel  therein  contained,  prevents  the  unjnst  consequences 
which  wonld  otherwise  ensue.*  As  for  instance,  if  the  owner  of 
goods,  to  prevent  them  from  being  attached  as  his  own,  represent 
that  they  belong  to  another,  and  the  party  to  whom  the  represen- 
tation is  made,  relying,  and  from  the  circumstances  having  reason, 
to  rely,  on  the  representation  as  true,  attach  the  goods  for  a  debt 
dne  from  the  party  to  whom  it  was  represented  that  the  goods 
belonged,  in  trover  for  attaching  the  goods,  the  owner-  will  not 
be  permitted  to  show  that  his  representation  was  false,  though  at 
the  time  when  he  made  it  he  had  no  notice  of  the  debt  on  which 
the  goods  were  attached,- and  had  no  intention  to  deceive  the 
party  who  attached  them.*  But  a  party  is  not  estopped  by  an 
admission  or  assertion  of  a  conclusion  of  law  upon  undisputed 
facts.* 

§  5.  Where  one,  by  his  words  or  conduct,  willfully  causes  an- 
other to  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  certain  state  of  things,  and 


»  McCaim  v.  R.  R  Co..  7  H.  &  N. 
490. 

*  Hooper  v.  Lane,  6  H.  L.  C.  448; 
Ockford  V.  Freston,  6  H.  &  N.  4(18; 
Wood  V.  Dwarris.  11  Exchq.  488;  An- 
-drews  v.  EHiott,  5  E.  &  B.  602;  Tyer- 
man  v.  Smith,  6  £.  &  B.  719;  Morgan 
V.  Couchman,  14  C.  B.  100;  Molton  v. 
Camronx,  4  Exchq.  17  ;  Humble- 
stone  v.  ]?Ve1bam,  5  0.  B.  195;  Pope 
V.  Flemming,  5  Exchq.  244;  Reg.  v. 
Evans,  8  E.  &  B.  868;  Brsithwaite  v. 
•Gardiner,  8  Q.  B.  478;  Williams  v. 
Thomas,  4  Exchq.  479;  Taylor  v. 
Best,  14  C.  B.  487;  Fetch  v.  Lyon,  9 
Q.  B.  147;  Williams  V.  Lewis,  7  E.  & 
B.  939;  Figers  v.  Pike,  8  C.  L.  &  F. 
-663;  General,  &c.,  Co.  v.  Slipper,  11 
•C.  B.  N.  8.  747:  Arden  v.  Goodacre, 
11  C.  B.  871;  Pearson  v.  Dawson,  E. 


B.  &E.  448;  Haines  v.  East,  &c.  Co., 
11  Moo.  89;  Brandon  v.  Scott.  7  E.  & 
B.  284;  Trickett  v.  Tomlinson,  18  C. 
B.  N.  S.  668;  Cannan  v.  Farmer,  8 
Exchq.  798;  Halifax  v.  Lyle,  8  Exchq. 
446;  Money  v.  Jordan,  21  L.  J.  Ch. 
581;  Fairhurst  v.  Liverpool,  9  Exchq. 
422;  Standish  v.  Ross,  8  Exchq.  527; 
Freeman  v.  Leggall,  14  Q.  B.  202; 
Dunstan  v.  Patterson,  2  C.  B.  N.  S. 
495;  Price  v.  Carter,  7  Q.  B.  888;  Reg. 
V.  Mayor,  10  Q.  B.  568;  Banks  v. 
Newton,  11  Q.  B.  840;  Harrison  v. 
Ruscoe,  15  M.  &  W.  281;  Tappan  v. 
Morseman,  18  Iowa  499;  Heffner  ▼. 
Vandolah.  57  IlL  520;  Winchell  v. 
Edwards,  57  111.  41. 

»  Horn  V.  Cole,  51  N.  H.  287. 

«  Brewster  v.  Striker,  2  N.  Y.  19. 
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indaccs  him  to  act  on  that  belief,  or  to  alter  his  own  previous- 
position,  the  former  is  estopped  from  averring  against  the  lat- 
ter a  different  state  of  things  as  existing  at  the  same  time.'  Bj 
the  term  willfnllj,  it  must  be  understood,  if  not  that  the  party 
represents  that  to  be  true,  which  he  knows  to  be  untrue,  at  least,, 
that  .he  means  his  representation  is  to  be  i^lied  and  acted  upon 
accordingly;  yet  generally  without  regard  to  intention,  if  the 
party  so  conducts  himself  as  to  deceive  a  reasonable  man  to  his 
prejudice,  he  will  be  estopped  from  asserting  the  truth.'  Thus 
where  an  action  is  brought  for  the  conversion  of  a  policy  of  in- 
surance, and  the  plaintiff  proves  that  he  has  given  instractions  to 
the  defendant  to  effect  a  policy  for  him,  and  gives  in  evidence  a 
letter  from  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff,  stating  that  he  had 
effected  the  policy,  the  defendant  is  not  allowed  to  contradict  his 
own  representation,  and  show  that  ho  policy  had  been  effected  ; 
he  is  held  liable  as  an  insurer  for  the  amount  that  would  have 
been  recoverable  by  the  plaintiff  on  the  policy  if  it  had  been 
duly  effected. 

§  6.  Wherever  a  man  has  made  a  false  assertion  calculated  to 
lead  others  to  act  upon  it,  and  they  have  done  so  to  their  preju- 
dice, he  is  forbidden,  as  against  them,  to  deny  that  assertion.  If 
a  man  has  led  others  into  the  belief  of  a  ce/tain  state  of  facts  by 
conduct  of  culpable  negligence,  calculated  to  have  that  result, 
and  they  have  acted  on  that  belief  to  their  prejudice,  he  shall  not 
be  heard  afterwards,  as  against  such  persons,  to  show  that  state  of 
facts  did  not  exist ;  a  man  is  not  permitted  to  charge  the  conse- 
quences of  his  own  fault  on  otliers,  and  complain  of  that  which 
he  has  himself  brought  about."  The  neglect  must  be  in  the 
transaction  itself,  and  be  the  proximate  cause  of  the  leading  the 
party  into  that  mistake,  and  also  it  must  be  the  neglect  of  some 
duty  that  is  owing  to  the  person  led  into  that  belief,  Qr,  what 

« 

>  Pickard  y.  Sears,  6  A.  &  £.  469  ;  y.  Rodman,  6  Ind.  289:  Butler  y.  €kiQ- 

Martin   y.   ZeUerbach,  8d   Cal.  800;  non,  58  Md.  888.    Post,  Book  IIL 

Wallis  y.    TruesdeU,  6  Pick.    455  ;  *  Freeman  y.  Cooke,  6  D.  &  L.  187; 

Simons  y.  Steele,  86  N.  H.  78;  Cow-  Preston  y,  Mann,  25  Conn.  118;  Bat- 

les  V.  Bacon,  21  Conn.  451;  Ciunmings  ler  y.  Gannon,  58  Md.  883;  Leland  y. 

y.  Webster,    48   Me.   192;   Welland  Copeland,  28Me.  525;  Hainesv.  East 

Canal  y.  Hathaway,  8   Wend.  480;  Ind.  Co.,  11  Moo.  P.  P.  C.  57. 

Lyman  y.  Cessford,  15  Iowa,  229;  An-  *  Swann  y.  N.  B.  Australian  Ce.|  7 

thony  y.  Steyens,  46  Ga.  241 ;  GatUng  H.  &  N.  608,  per  Wilde,  B. 
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isomes  to  the  same  thing,  to  the  general  pnblic  of  whom  the  per- 
son is  onej  and  not  merely  neglect  of  what  would  be  pradent  in 
respect  to  the  party  himself,  or  even  of  some  dnty  owing  to  third 
persons,  with  whom  those  seeking  to  set  up  the  estoppel  are  not 
privy.'  Thus  the  principal  whose  negligence  has  enabled  his 
agent  to  cheat  a 'third  person  acting  with  ordinary  caution,  is 
universally  estopped  from  denying  the  authority  of  the  agent. 
A  retired  partner,  who  has  given  no  notice  of  dissolution  to  a 
customer,  is  estopped  from  denying  the  authority  of  the  continu- 
ing partner  to  bind  him  with  that  customer.  A  master  who  has 
accredited  a  servant  to  a  tradesman  to  order  goods  in  his  name, 
and  has  recalled  the  authority  from  the  servant  without  giving  no- 
tice to  the  tradesman,  is  estopped  from  denying  the  authority  of 
the  servant  to  bind  him  with .  such  tradesman.  The  same  princi- 
ple applies  to  instruments  under  seal.  But  the  party  who  claims 
the  benefit  of  this  doctrine  of  estoppel,  must  show  that  he  has 
acted  in  the  transaction  in  which  he  was  deceived  with  ordinary 
caution.'  As  every  man  is  bound  to  act  and  speak  according  to 
the  truth  of  the  case,  the  law  presumes  he  has  done  so,  and  will 
not  allow  him  to  contradict  so  reasonable  a  presumption.  This 
is  the  foundation  of  the  doctrine  of  estoppels.  The  truth  is 
<leemed  to  be  shown  by  what  estops. 

§  7.  The  following  are  recognized  propositions  with  respect  to 
an  estoppel  in  pais: 

1.  If  a  man,  by  his  words  or  conduct,  willfully  endeavors  to 
cause  another  to  believe  in  a  certain  state  of  things  which  the 
first  knows  to  be  false,  and  if  the  second  believes  in  such  a  state 
of  things,  and  acts  upon  his  belief,  he  who  knowingly  made  the 
false  statement  is  estopped  from  averring  afterwards  that  such  a 
state  of  things  did  not  in  fact  exist. 

2.  If  a  man,  either  in  express  terms  or  by  conduct,  makes  a 
representation  to  another  of  the  existence  of  a  certain  state  of  facts 
which  he  intends  to  be  acted  upon  in  a  certain  way,  and  it  is  acted 
upon  in  that  way,  in  the  belief  of  the  existence  of  such  a  state 
of  facts,  to  the  damage  of  him  who  so  believes  and  acts,  the  first 
is  estopped  from  denying  the  existence  of  such  a  state  of  facts. 

1  Swann  y  N.  B.  Australian  Co.,  2  H.  &  C.  175,  per  Blackburn,  J. 
*  Brie  in  re,  80  Law  J.  C.  P.  118. 
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3.  If  a  man,  whatever  his  real  meaniog  may  be,  bo  coudact» 
himself  that  a  reasonable  man  would  take  his  conduct  to  mean  a 
certain  representation  of  facts,  and  that  it  was  a  true  representa- 
tion, and  that  the  latter  was  intended  to  act  upon  it  in  a  particular 
way,  and  he  with  such  belief  does  act  tliat  way  to  his  damage,  the 
first  is  estopped  from  denying  that  the  facts  were  as  represented. 

4.  If  in  the  transaction  itself  wliich  is  in  dispute  one  has  led 
another  into  the  belief  of  a  certain  state  of  facts,  by  conduct  of 
culpable  negligence  calculated  to  have  that  result,  and  such  cul- 
pable negligence  has  been  the  proximate  cause  of  leading,  and 
has  led,  the  other  to  act  by  mistake  upon  such  belief  to  his  preju- 
dice, the  second  cannot  be  heard  afterwards,  as  against  the  first, 
to  show  that  the  state  of  facts  referred  to  did  not^xist.' 

5.  Nobody  ought  to  be  estopped  from  averring  the  truth  or 
asserting  a  just  demand,  unless  by  his  acts^  or  words,  or  neglect, 
his  now  averring  the  truth  or  asserting  the  demand  would  work 
some  wrong  to  some  other  person  who  has  been  induced  to  do 
something,  or  to  abstain  from  doing  something  by  reason  of  what 
he  had  said  or  done,  or  omitted  to  say  or  do.  * 

§  8.  An  estoppel  is,  therefore,  an  admission,  or  soniething 
which  the  law  treats  as  an  admission  of  an  extremely  high  and 
conclusive  nature,  so  high  and  so  conclusive  that  the  party  whom 
it  affects  is  not  allowed  to  aver  against  it  or  offer  evidence  to  con- 
trovert it.  Though  it  may  be  snown  that  the  party  relying  upon 
it  is  estopped  from  setting  it  up,  since  this  would  not  be  to  deny 
its  conclusive  effect  as  to  himself,  but  to  incapacitate  the  other 
from  taking  advantage  of  it.  Such  being  the  general  nature  of 
an  estoppel,  it  matters  not  what  the  fact  thereby  admitted  may 
be,  or  what  would  be  the  ordinary  or  primary  evidence  of  that 
fact,  whether  by  matter  of  record  or  specialty  of  writing,  un- 
sealed or  mere  parol.  The  fact  may,  in  such  case,  be  proved,  the 
ordinary  evidence  rendered  unnecessary  by  an  estoppel ;  and  this 
is  no  infringement  on  the  rule  of  law  requiring  the  best  evidence 
to  be  produced,  and  forbidding  secondary  evidence  to  be  pro- 
duced, until  the  sources  of  primary  evidence  be  exhausted,  for 
the  estoppel  professes  not  to  supply  the  absence  of  the  ordinary 


>  Can-  T.  Railway  Co.,  L.  R  10  C.         *  Adamiioii  in  re,  re  Collier,  8  Clu 
P.  807,  per  Brett  L.  J.  Dlv.  817,  per  James,  L.  J. 
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instruments  of  evidence,  bat  to  supersede  the  Tiecessitj  of  any 
evidence  by  showing  that  the  fact  is  already  admitted.  An  es- 
toppel is  an  imperative  and  absolute  presumption  of  law  deter- 
mining the  quantity  of  evidence  requisite  for  the  support  of  any 
particular  averment,  which  is  not  permitted  to  be  overcome  by 
any  proof  that  the  fact  is  otherwise ;  it  forbids  and  dispenses 
with  any  ulterior  inquiry.  Estoppels  have  been  adopted  by  com- 
mon consent,  from  motives  of  public  policy,  for  the  sake  of 
greater  certainty,  and  the  promotion  of  peace  and  quiet  in  the 
eommunity ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  all  corroborating  evidence  is 
dispensed  with  and  all  opposing  evidence  is  forbidden.  Courts 
are  inclined  to  restrict  the  doctrine  of  technical  estoppel,  and 
favor  the  extension  of  the  equitable  estoppel. 

§  9.  An  admission,  which  is  in  the  same  nature  as  an  estop- 
pel, though  not  so  high  in  degree,  may  be  allowed  to  establish 
facts,  which,  were  it  not  for  the  admission,  must  be  proved  by 
certain  steps  appropriated  by  law  to  that  purpose  ;  as  for  exam- 
ple, a  recital  in  a  deed  stated,  that  the  deed  was  executed  in  pur* 
Buance  of  a  power  contained  in  a  certain  will.  A  will,  purport- 
ing to  have  been  the  will  under  which  the  deed  was  made,  was 
introduced,  and  there  was  some  slight  evidence  that,  that  was  the 
will  mentioned  in  the  deed,  and  it  was  held  that  this  was  suifi- 
cient  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  without  calling  the  attesting 
witnesses.  In  deciding  this  case,  Chief  Justice  Tyndal  said, 
**  he  did  not  put  the  admissions  as  high  as  an  estoppel,  but  it  has 
its  effect  on  this  principle,  where  a  party  executing  a  deed  was 
held  estopped  by  the  recital  of  a  particular  fact  in  that  deed  to 
deny  or  controvert  that  fact.'** 

§  10.  Notwithstanding  the  unpromising  definition  of  the  term 
estoppel,  the  doctrine  is  in  no  wise  unjust  or  unreasonable,  but 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  reasonable  and  just  in  the  highest  degree, 
that  the  law  should  provide  for  some  solemn  mode  of  declaration 
in  order  that  men  may  bind  themselves  to  the  good  faith  and 
truth  of  representations  on  which  other  persons  are  to  act.    In- 

>  Brii^loe  y.  Qoodson,  1  Bing.  N.  cbioness  of  Annaodale  v.  Harris,  2  P. 

C.  789;  SheUy  V.  Wright,  Willes,  9;  Wms.  432;  Mayor  of  Carlisle  v.  Bla- 

Balterlee  v.  Pooley,  6  M.  &  W.  664  ;  mire,  8  East,  487;  Carver  v.  Jackson, 

Newhall  v.   Holt,   6  M.  &  W.   663  ;  4  Pet.  1;  Howard  v.  Smith,  8  M.  &  G. 

Pox  V.  Waters.  12  A.  &  £.  48 ;  Mar-  264;  Harris  v.  Mulkora,  1  £z.  D.  36. 


8  Tae  Law  OF  Estoppel. 

terest  reptibUcae  ut  sit  finis  litium^  is  an  old  maxim  deeply  fixed 
in  the  law  of  fundamentals ;  that  it  concerns  the  state  that  there 
be  an  end  of  litigation.  This  maxim  has  a  wide  application ;  it, 
in  fact,  embraces  the  whole  doctrine  of  estoppels ;  a  doctrine 
which  is  obviously  founded  on  common  sense  and  sound  policy. 
For  if  matters  which  have  been  once  solemnly  decided  are  to  be 
again  drawn  into  controversy;  if  facts,  once  solemnly  affirmed, 
are  to  be  again  denied  whenever  the  affirmant  sees  his  opportu- 
nity, there  can  never  be  an  end  of  litigation  and  confusion.  It 
would  be  productive  of  the  greatest  inconvenience  and  mischief 
if  after  a  cause,  civil  or  criminal,  has  been  solemnly  determined 
by  a  court  of  competent  and  final  jurisdiction,  the  parties  could 
renew  the  controversy  at  pleasure,  on  the  ground  of  either 
alleged  error  in  the  decision,  or  the  real  or  pretended  discovery 
of  fresh  arguments  or  better  evidence.  The  slightest  reflection 
will  show  that  if  some  point  were  not  established  at  which  judi* 
clal  proceedings  must  stop,  no  one  could  ever  feel  secure  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  life,  liberty  or  property ;  while  unjust,  obsti- 
nate and  quari*elsome  persons,  especially  such  as  are  possessed  of 
wealth  or  power,  would  have  society  at  their  mercy,  and  soon 
convert  it  into  one  vast  scene  of  litigation,  disturbance  and  ill 
will.  The  great  principle  of  the  finality  of  judicial  decision  is 
universally  recognized — "  Res  judicata  pro  veriiate  aocipitur  ;^^ 
^' Interest  rejmblicae  res  Jtcdioaias  non  rescindi;^^  ^^  Praesumir 
tur  pro  justitid  sen  ten  tiae  /  "  "  Senteniiafadtjus  /"  ^^Infiffiitum 
injure  reprobatur  /"  1' nemo  d^etpro  und  oausd  his  vexari.^^ 

§  11.  It  is  wise  and  just,  therefore,  to  provide  certain  means 
by  which  a  man  may  be  estopped  or  concluded — not  from  saying 
the  truth — but  from  saying  that  is  false,  which  by  the  interven- 
tion of  himself,  has  once  become  accredited  for  truth.  And,  in 
all  proba'bility,  no  Code,  however  rude  it  might  have  been,  ever 
existed  without  some  such  provision  for  the  security  of  men, 
acting  as  all  men  must,  upon  the  representations  of  others. 

§  12.  It  may  be  questioned  whether  a  judgment  or  decree  can 
be  properly  termed  an  estoppel,  although  the  parties  and  all 
those  claiming  by,  through  or  under  them  are  estopped  from 
alleging  matters  inconsistent  with  or  contrary  to  such  judgment. 
They  are  estopped  by  the  record ;  it  is  termed  an  estoppel  by 
record  in  order  to  distinguish  it  from  such  estoppels  as  are  ere- 
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tfcted  by  the  party  against  whom  the  doctrine  is  sought  to  be  en- 
forced.   The  distinction  is  thns  stated  : 

^^An  estoppel  is  always  something  personal.  The  party  is 
^estopped  from  recovering  his  claim,  or  proving  his  defense,  by 
some  act  in  law,  or  in  deed,  or  in^i^,  which  precludes  him  from 
going  beyond  it,  and  proving  all  the  case.  Bnt  a  former  trial, 
verdict  and  judgment  is  not  the  act  of  the  party,  but  of  the  tri- 
bnnal  which  decided  it ;  and  to  call  it  an  estoppel,  is  a  misappli- 
cation of  terms ;  it  has  not  the  distinguishing  mark  of  an  estop- 
pel ;  it  is  not  the  consequence  of  some  act  of  the  party  bound  by 
it ;  it  is  a  bar  to  a  future  recovery  in  any  court,  on  the  same 
point,  between  the  same  parties,  or  privies,  until  reversed  on  ap- 
peal, or  writ  of  error ;  and  it  is  as  much  a  bar  in  chancery,  where 
an  attempt  is  made  to  reexamine  a  matter  once  decided  at  law, 
as  it  is  in  a  court  of  law."  The  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  have  put  the  matter  on  its  true  ground,  viz :  ^^  that  the 
order  and  peace  of  society,  the  structure  of  our  judiciary  system, 
and  the  principles  of  our  governmant,  are  the  true  grounds  why 
such  a  judgment  is  conclusive."  This  is  the  true  theory  of  the 
conclusiveness  of  judgments.  A  party  whose  rights  of  property, 
or  whose  liability  on  contracts,  or  whose  liability  in  any  form,  is 
capable  of  the  enforcement  by  civil  action,  and  who  has  once 
been  subjected  to  the  jeopardy  of  trial,  has  a  right  to  judicial 
immunity  from  further  vexation,  the  same  in  degree  that  he  who 
has  been  once  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb  has  to  be  freed  from 
another  trial  for  the  same  offense.^ 

§  18.  The  reasons  why  estoppels  are  allowed,  seem  to  be : 
First,  no  man  ought  to  be  allowed  to  allege  anything  but  the 
truth  for  his  defense,  and  what  he  has  once  alleged  is  presumed 
to  be  true,  and  therefore  he  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  contra- 
dict it.  It  is  said  in  the  second  instance,  ^'  AUegana  contraria 
nan  est  nmdiendusP  He  is  not  to  be  heard  who  alleges  things 
contradictory  to  each  other.  Secondly,  as  the  law  cannot  bo 
known  until  the  facts  are  ascertained,  so  neither  can  the  truth  of 
them  be  found  out  from  the  evidence ;  and  it  is  reasonable  that 
aome  evidence  should  be  allowed  of  so  high  a  nature  as  to  admit 
of  no  contradictory  proof. 

1  Huston,  J.,  in  Kllheffer  v.  Herr,  17  S.  in  R.  824. 
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§  14.  The  law  of  estoppel  is  not  bo  unjust  or  absnrd  as  it  has 
been  too  mach  the  cnstom  to  represent.  Its  foundation  is  laid 
in  the  obligation  which  every  man  is  under  to  speak  and  act  ac- 
cording to  the  truth  of  the  case,  and  in  the  policy  of  the  law  to- 
prevent  the  great  mischiefs  resulting  from  uncertainty  and  want 
of  confidence  in  the  intercourse  of  men,  if  they  were  permitted 
to  deny  that  which  they  have  solemnly  and  deliberately  asserted 
and  received  as  true.  The  doctrine  of  estoppel  has  been  guarded 
with  great  strictness,  not  because  the  party  enforcing  it  wishes  to 
exclude  the  truth,  but  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  that  is  true  which 
the  opposite  party  has  already  recited  ;  but  because  the  estoppel 
may  exclude  the  truth,  and  for  this  reason  estoppels  must  be 
certain  to  every  intent ;  for  no  one  shall  be  denied  setting  up  the 
truthy  unless  it  is  in  plain  and  clear  contradiction  to  his  former 
allegations  and  acts.^  The  doctrine  of  estoppel  is  both  equitable 
and  legal,  and  will  be  applied  by  courts,  both  of  law  and  equity, 
in  all  proper  cases  upon  well  ascertained  facts  and  between  the 
proper  parties.  Courts  of  equity  will  disregard  the  principles  of 
estoppel  in  those  cases  where  it  becomes  necessary  to  prevent  in- 
justice only  through  mistake,  accident  or  fraud.  An  estoppel 
can  never  be  allowed,  where  it  would  itself  perpetrate  fraud, 
work  injustice,  or  fail  to  protect  the  innocent.' 

§  15.  Estoppels  are  sometimes  said  to  be  odious  and  not 
favored  in  law,"  for  the  object  of  the  administration  of  justice  is 
to  discover  and  apply  the  truth ;  but  there  may  be  cases  in  which 
courts  are  bound  to  say  to  a  litigant  that  he  has  to  bis  own  ad- 
vantage, or  to  the  injury  of  his  adversary,  asserted  judicially  what 
is  false,  and  that  having  done  so,  he  must  be  forever  forbidd^i 
to  unfold  for  his  own  benefit  the  truth  of  the  matter ;  and  it  has 


'  Bowman  v.  Taylor,  2  A.  &  £. 
278;  LainsoQ  v.  Tremere,  2  A.  & 
£.  792  ;  Pelletrau  v.  Jackson,  11 
Wend.  117;  Carver  v.  Jackson,  4  Pet. 
83;  Jackson  v.  Waldron,  18  Wend. 
178;  Van  Bibber  v.  Beirne,  6  W.  Va. 
108;  Callow  v.  Jenkinson,  8  E.  L.  <fe 
£q.  683;  PhUlips  v.  Cooper,  50  Miss. 
722;  Kepp  V.  Wiggett,  1  A.  &  E. 
792;  Chaquette  v.  Orlet,  60  Cal.  594; 


Kiem  v.  Ainsworth,  95  Pa.  8t.  810; 
Turner  v.  Edwards,  2  Woods,  485. 

*  Turnipseed  v.  Hudson,  50  Miss. 
429;  Mills  v.  Graves,  88  111.  455. 

»  Abbott  V.  Wilbur,  22  La.  Ann. 
868;  Laceister  v.  Reheboth,  4  Mass. 
180;  Bridgewater  v.  Dartmouth,  4 
Mass.  273;  Franklin  v.  Merida,  8& 
Cal.  558 ;  Owen  v.  Bartholmew,  ^ 
Pick.  520;  Bradford  v.  Company,  Sa 
Ga.266. 


Origin,  Nature  and  Object.  11 

also  been  said  that  there  is  no  equitable  estoppel.  .  Bat  the  doc- 
trine of  election,  which  prevents  a  party  from  claiming  repug- 
nant rights,  and  which  has  been  so  advantageously  introduced 
into  courts  of  equity,  is  manifestly  an  extension  of  this  principle. 
In  courts  of  law,  they  are  for  tlie  most  part  reconcilable  to  the 
purest  morality  ;  and  when  they  produce  neither  hardship  nor 
injustice,  they  merit  indulgence  if  not  favor.  The  conclusive- 
nees  of  judgments,  which  conduces  so  essentially  to  peace  and 
repose,  has  no  other  foundation.'  This  doctrine  of  estoppel  may 
debar  the  truth  in  a  particular  case,  and  is  therefore  not  unfre- 
qnently  in  such  cases  declared  odious.  Still  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  it  debars  it  only  when  its  utterance  would  convict  the 
party  of  previous  falsehood,  or  would  be  a  denial  of  a  previous 
representation,  on  the  faith  of  which  other  persons  have  dealt  or 
pledged  their  credit,  or  expended  their  money.  It  is  a  doctrine, 
therefore,  when  properly  understood  and  applied,  that  estops  the 
truth  in  order  to  prevent  fraud  and  falsehood;  and  imposes 
silence  only  when  the  party  should  not,  in  conscience  and  honesty 
be  allowed  to  speak.  And  it  is  now  one  of  the  well  settled  prin- 
ciples of  law,  both  in  foreign  countries  and  our  own,  that  estop- 
pels are  favorably  looked  upon  by  the  courts  as  tending,  when 
properly  construed  and  applied,  to  uphold  the  purpose  of  agree- 
ments and  prevent  and  suppress  fraud  and  injustice.' 

§  16.  Their  technicality  will  accordingly  be  restrained,  their 
true  meaning  adduced  and  applied,  and  they  may  even  be  raised 
by  implication  in  aid  of  persons  who  have  acted  on  faith,  of  a 
declaration  to  which  they  were  originally  strangers,  and  which 
was  not  meant  to  be  conclusive  in  their  behalf.  A  court  ought 
not  to  lend  itself  to  enforce  a  contract  made  in  violation  of  law, 
nor  allow  a  guilty  party  to  effectuate  his  ends  by  pleading  an 
estoppel  to  the  tnith  of  the  case  when  the  policy  of  the  law  for- 
bids the  transaction.'  The  office  of  estoppels  at  law  is  like  that 
of  injunctions  in  equity,  to  preclude  rights  that  cannot  be  asserted 

>  Martin  v.  Ives.  17  8.  &  R.  864.  551 ;  Franklin  v.  Merida,  85  Cal.  558; 

«  Waters*  Appeal,  85  Pa.  St.  522;  Aurora  v.  West,  7  Wall,  82;  Warwick 

Bocock  V.    Pavey,   8  Ohio  St.  280;  v.  Undei-wood,  8  Head,  238;  Gray  v^ 

Van  Bensselaer  v.  Kearny.  11  How.  Pingry,  17  Vt.  419. 
297;  Dean  v.  Doe,  8  Ind.  495;  Lessee        »  Calfee  v.  Burgess,  8  W.  Va.  274. 
of  Backingham  v.   Hanna,   2  Ohio, 
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consistently  with  good  faith  and  justice,  and  prevent  wrongs  for 
whicli  there  might  be  no  adequate  remedy.*  And  they  shonid, 
consequently,  when  the  circumstances  will  permit,  be  so  con- 
strued and  molded  as  to  not  deviate  from  their  object ;  and  in 
those  cases  where  estoppels  are  said  to  be  odious  or  not  favored, 
fihould  be  understood  to  be  only  where  the  technicality  of  the 
estoppel  cannot  be  subservient  to  its  equity.  As  for  an  example,' 
in  the  case  of  the  S.  E.  R.  W.  Co.  v.  Warton^  in  a  comprehen- 
sive declaration,  in  an  agreement  to  be  referred  to  arbitrators,  the 
parties  had  settled,  adjusted,  and  mutually  satisfied  every  other 
<3laim  and  demand  which  they  had  against  each  other,  arising  in 
any  account,  matter  or  thing  whatsoever ;  yet  this  was  held  not 
to  be  an  estoppel  to  a  cause  of  action  arising  prior  to  the  agree- 
nient,  because  the  intention,  as^indicated  by  the  tenor  of  the 
Agreement,  was  to  make  the  settlement  only  for  the  purpose  of 
reference.'  But  where  a  deed  contains  a  irecital  of  a  particular 
fact,  in  express  terms,  the  effect  of  the  recital  cannot  be  got  rid 
of  by  showing  what  the  intention  of  the  parties  was. 

§  17.  But  where  the  language  is  general,  the  intention  may  be 
<3ollei:ted  from  the  whole  deed.  But  when  b,  pa/rticular  datise  is 
of  such  a  nature  that  it  cannot  stand  without  invalidating  the 
whole  instrument,  it  may,  in  such  a  case,  be  shown  to  be  false 
and  rejected  altogether.*  A  deed  containing  a  recital  that  Sk/eme 
sole  is  covert,  will  not  preclude  either  party  from  proving  that 
she  is  2k  feme  sole^  in  order  to  support  the  grant.^  In  the  earlier 
history  of  the  law,  the  doctrine  of  estoppels  was  more  harshly 
and  vigorously  enforced  ;  in  fact,  it  was  a  species  of  legal  tyranny, 
by  means  of  which  the  intervention  of  an  estoppel  excluded  the 
truth  in  many  cases  where  justice  and  equity  required  its  admis- 
sion, and  it  often  became  a  preposterous  and  absurd  defense.  The 
courts  of  modern  times  have,  however,  modified  the  doctrine,  and 
application  of  estoppels  to  consistency  and  in  accordance  with  the 
law  of  common  sense  and  justice,  and  courts  will  be  found  to 


'VanBenfiselaerv.  Kearny,  11  How.  Proctor  v.  Pool,  4Dev,  870;  United 

297.  States  v.  Kinf? .  8  How.  778. 

•  eHurlst.  &  K  520.  *  Young  v.Raincock.  7  C.  B.  810  ; 

•  Doe   V.    Carew,    2    Q.   B.   817;  Viner  Abrig.  Estoppel,   M.  8.  PI.  8; 
Worthington  v.  Hillyer,  4  Mass.  196;  Brinegar  v.  Chaffin,  8  Dev.  106. 
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have  been  somewhat  astnte  to  reconcile  the  harsh  doctrines  of  the 
earlier  law  with  the  substantial  truth  and  justice  of  the  cause/ 

§  18.  An  estoppel,  in  the  words  of  Lord  Coke,  is  where  a  man^ 
by  his  own  act  or  acceptance,  is  concluded  to  say  the  truth,  and 
generally  arises  from  some  precise  and  positive  allegation,  made 
under  circumstances  which  preclude  the  right  and  power  of  con- 
tradiction. So  a  party,  which  doubtfully  alleging  a  fact,  or  even 
asserts  its  existence,  agrees  to  be  bound  by  it  whether  it  exists  or 
not,  will  be  as  much  estopped  from  relying  on  it  subsequently, 
as  a  defense  to  the  contract,  as  if  there  had  been  a  recital  or  stipu- 
lation expressly  denying  that  which  he  seeks  to  establish.  The 
eyidence  under  these  circumstances  is  shut  out — ^not  because  it  is 
inconsistent  with  the  deed  or  false — but  as  being,  by  the  terms 
of  the  agreement,  irrelevant  to  the  decision  of  the  case  before  the 
court.*  So  the  estoppel  of  a  compromise  rests  on  the  same  basis 
and  may  arise  without  a  seal.  As  an  illustration  of  this  prin- 
ciple,  the  following  case  may  be  cited  :  An  agreement  made  with 
a  patentee  to'  manufacture  his  machines  upon  certain  conditions, 
and  making  and  selling  such  machines  under  the  patentee's  title^ 
estops  the  manufacturer  from  alleging  the  invalidity  of  the  patent 
as  a  defense  to  an  action  by  the  patentee  for  an  account  under 
the  contract.*  Where  a  remedy  is  by  action,  an  executory  agree- 
ment ;  as  for  example,  not  to  convey  or  sue,  does  not  operate  as 
an  estoppel  ;*  but  when  such  an  agreement  is  intended  to  give 
force  and  effect  to  a  present  transfer  and  covenatits  of  warranty 
for  quiet  enjoyment,  or  for  a  future  assurance,  it  not  only  precludes 
the  covenantor  from  disputing  the  title  he  has  conveyed,  but  from 
asserting  any  other  that  he  may  subsequently  acquire.' 

§  19.  The  effect  of  an  estoppel,  whether  legal  or  equitable,  is 
confined  to  precluding  the  parties  from  contradicting  the  recital 
or   admission  on   which  the  estoppel  is  founded,'  and  its  ex- 


>  Den  V.  Camp,  4  Harr.  148. 

*  Temple  v.  Pfetrtridge,  42  Me. 
66;  Jackson  v.  Waldron,  18  Wend. 
178;  Wightman  v.  Beynolds,  24  Miss. 
675;  Goodrich  ^  Bryant,  5  Bneed, 
826;  Heilner  v.  Battin,  27  Pa.  St.  617; 
Hllk  T.  Lansing,  24  Bng.  L.  &  £. 
468. 


*  Eingsman  v.  Parkhurst,  18  How. 
280  ;  affirming  S.  C,  1  Blatchford 
C.  C.  R.  488  ;  Heilner  v.  Battin,  27 
Pa.  St.  617, 

*  Gibson  v.  Gibson,  16  Mass.  106. 

*  Somes  V.  Skinner,  8  Pick.  62 ; 
Fairbank  ▼.  Williamson,  7  Me.  96. 

*  Beaupland  y.  Keen,  28  Pa.  124; 
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istence  mnst  always  be  a  question  of  law  for  the  court  and  not 
of  fact  for  the  jury.  Estoppels,  whether  claimed  as  of  record  or 
in  paisj  must  be  such  within  the  principles  which  give  them 
force  before  they  will  be  effectual.  An  estoppel  may  be  used  as 
a  defense  against  a  party  who  is  thus  precluded  from  his  act  or 
statement  from  maintaining  his  action  ;  or  it  may  be  used  by  the 
plaintiff  to  prevent  or  avoid  a  defense  which  is  open  to  a  similar 
objection.  This  doctrine  at  law  gives  rise  to  a  kind  of  pleading 
that  is  neither  by  way  of  traverse,  nor  confession  or  avoidance, 
viz. :  a  pleading,  that  waiving  any  question  of  fact,  relies  merely 
on  the  estoppel,  and  after  stating  the  previous  act,  allegation  or 
denial  of  the  opposite  party,  prays  judgment  if  he  shall  be  re- 
ceived or  admitted  to  aver  contrary  to  what  he  before  said  or  did. 
This  is  a  pleading  by  way  of  an  estoppel. 

§  20.  There  is  one  general  universal  rule,  applicable  alike  to 
estoppel  by  record,  by  deed,  and  to  equitable  estoppel  or  estop- 
pel inpaiSj  that  is,  that  estoppels  must  be  mutual.  Strangers 
can  neither  take  advantage  of,  nor  be  bound  by  an  estoppel.  Its 
binding  effect  is  between  the  immediate  pai'ties,  their  privies,  in 
blood,  in  law,  and  by  estate.^ 


PhiUy  V.  Sanders,  11  Ohio  S.  490 ; 
Carver  v.  Astor,  4  Peters,  1;  "Wel- 
born  V.  Finley,  7  Jones,  228. 

»  Ray  V.  Gardner,  82  N.  C.  146 ; 
Schenck  v.  Stump,  6  Mo.  App.  881  ; 
Glasgow  V.  Baker,  72  Mo.  441 ;  Tousley 
V.  Johnson,  1  Neb.  95;  Cobly  v.  Wil- 
son, 71  111.  207;  Gibson  v.  McCarlhy, 
Gas.  T.  Hard.  811;  Longwellv.  Bent- 
ley,  3  Grant's  Cases,  177;  Miller  v. 
Holman,  1  Grant  Gas.  248;  Schuman 
V.  Garratt.  16  Cal.  100;  Hempstead  v. 
Easton.  88  Mo.  142;  Whittaker  v. 
Garnett,  8  Bush,  402;  Wood  v.  Pen- 
nell,  61  Me.  58;  Hill  v.  Epley,  81  Pa. 
St.  831 ;  Cuttle  v.  Brockway,  82  Pa. 
St.  45;  Louis  v.  Castleman.  27  Tex. 
407;  Alexander  v.  Walter,  8  Gill,  289; 
Wright  V.  Hazen,  24  Vt.  148;  Bentley 
v.  Cleveland,  22  Ala.  814;  Edmundson 
V.  Montague,  14  Ala.  870:  Watson  v. 
Hewett,  45   Tex.  872 ;   Sunpson   v. 


Pearson,  81  Ind.  1 ;  Massure  v.  Noble, 
11  111.  586;  Griffin  v.  Richardson,  11 
Ired.  489;  Montgomery  v.  Gordon,  51 
Ala.  877;  Callow  -v.  Jenkinson,  5E. 
L.  &  E.  638;  Deery  v.  Cray,  5  Wall. 
795;  NutweU  v.  Tongue,  22  Md.  419; 
WiUiams  v.  Chandler.  26  Tex.  4 ; 
Allen  V.  Allen,  6  Pa.  St.  678;  Doe  v. 
Errington,  8  Scott,  210;  Water's  Ap- 
peal, 85  Pa.  St.  678 ;  Sunderland  v. 
Strothers,  47  Pa.  St.  411;  Catterlin  v. 
Hardy,  10  Ala.  511;  Carver  v.  Jack 
son,  4  Pet.  1;  Penrose  v.  Griffiths,  4 
Binn.  231;  Shedden  v.  Wurtz,  80  N. 
H.  104;  Buffum  v.  Hutchinson,  1 
Allen,  58;  Chope  v.  Lowman,  20 
Mich.  327;  Jackson  v.  Bull,  1  Johns. 
81 ;  Jackson  v.  Brinkerhoff ,  8  Johns. 
101;  Jackson  v.  Bmdford,  4  Wend. 
419;  KimbaU  v.  Blaisdell,  5  N.  H. 
683;  Carpenter  v.  Buller,  8M.  A  W. 
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§  21.  4-^  we  have  uow  ascertained  what  an  estoppel  is  and 
from  whence  it  originated,  we  will  now  ascertain  its  operation 
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Hewitt,  45  Tex.   472;    Dempeey    v. 
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and  effect  as  a  defense  which  is  at  once  final  and  conclusive ;  and 
as  we  have  already  seen  the  nnmber  and  kinds  of  estoppels^  we- 
will  proceed  now  to  treat  of  them  in  order,  viz. : 
I.  Estoppel  by  Bbdobd  ; 
II.  EsTOPPicL  BY  Deed  or  WsinNO ; 
III.  Estoppel  In  Pais,  ob  Equhablb  Estoppel  ; 
showing  how  .they  are  osed  as  against  parties  and  things,  whom* 
they  bind  or  estop,  and  in  what  their  conolnsiveness  consists. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

ESTOPPEL  BY  RECORD. 

SEonoN  22.  Bboobdb. — A  record  is  an  instrument  containing 
an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  justice,  particularly  in 
an  action  of  law,  and  intended  as  an  authentic  memorial  of  such 
proceedings.  A  history  of  the  proceedings  in  an  action  at  law, 
consisting  of  entries  of  the  various  acts  of  the  parties  and  of  the 
court,  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  occurrence,  expressed  in  the 
formal  language  prescribed  by  precedent,  connected  together  by 
the  peculiar  entries  called  contimcances^  and  terminating  with 
the  judgment  of  the  court  upon  the  whole  matter.  In  England 
the  peculiar  material  upon  which  the  record  has  always  been 
written  forms  an  essential  part  of  the  definition  of  the  word. 
Hence  Lord  Coke  has  defined  a  record  to  be  '^  a  memorial  or 
remembrance  in  rolls  of  parchment^  of  the  proceedings  and  acts 
of  a  court  of  justice."  "  A  record  signifies  a  roll  of  parchment 
upon  which  the  proceedings  or  transactions  of  a  court  are  entered 
or  drawn  up  by  its  officers,  and  which  is  then  deposited  in  its 
treasury,  inperpeltiam  rei  inemoriam,^^^  In  the  United  States 
paper  has  universally  supplied  the  place  of  parchment  as  the 
material  of  the  record,  and  the  roll  form  has  on  that  account 
fallen  into  disuse ;  but  in  other  respects  the  forms  of  the 
English  records  have  >7ith  some  modifications  been  generally 
adopted.  A  record  is  '^  a' memorial  of  a  proceeding  or  act  of  a 
court  of  record,  entered  in  a  roll  for  the  preservation  of  it." 

§  23.  The  use  of  records,  in  the  technical  sense,  is  altogether 
peculiar  to  the  common  law,  and  they  have  always  been  regai'ded 
by  that  law  with  very  peculiar  consideration,  constituting  the 
only  strict  and  proper  proof  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
in  which  they  are  preserved ;  they  are  also  regarded  as  proof  of 


>  8  Steph.  Com.  588. 
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80  transcendent  and  absolute  a  nature  as  to  admit  of  no 
contrddictioUy  or,  in  Lord  Coke's  language,  they  *' import  in 
themselves  such  incontrollable  credit  and  verity,  as  they  admit 
no  averment,  plea  or  proof  to  the  contrary."  The  peculiar 
privilege  of  some  courts  to  have  these  memorials  has,  of  itself, 
created  the  great  leading  distinction,  equally  recognized  in  Eng- 
lish and  American  law,  between  courts  of  record  and  courts  not 
of  record.  The  practice  of  recording  peculiar  to  the  common  law, 
is  essentially  of  Norman  origin.*  The  term  record  is  itself,  in  its 
immediate  derivation,  French,  or  rather  it  is  a  French  word 
adopted  in  English  without  change,  as  appears  from  the  use  of  it. 
^^  Et  en  iiel  cos  volona  que  lour  routes  porten  record  f  "  "  and  in 
such  case  we  will  that  their  rolls  shall  bear  or  carry  record,  that 
is,  shall  have  the  force  of  record."  ^^  Enroulment  de  court  que 
porte  record;  "  enrollment  of  a  court  which  bears  record,  that  is, 
of  a  court  of  record."* 

§  24.  Record  is  from  recorder ;  and  the  latter  word  anciently 
signified,  in  the  Norman  law,  to  recite  or  testify  on  recollection, 
as  occasion  might  require,  what  had  previously  passed  in  court, 
which  was  the  duty  of  the  judges  and  other  principal  persons 
who  presided  at  the  placitum — thence  called  recordeurs.*  In 
fact,  all  over  France,  at  this  early  period,  the  only  mode  of  prov- 
ing what  took  place  in  the  courts,  seems  to  have  been  by  the  tes- 
timony of  witnesses,  by  whom  they  proved  what  had  been  already 
done,  said  or  judicially  decreed  (on  prouvoit  par  temoins  ce  qui  * 
s'  ^toit  d6ja  pass^,  dit  on  ordonn6  en  justice).  This  was  called  the 
proceeding  by  record  (par  ceque  s'appelloit  la  procedure  par 
record.* 

§  25.  The  proper  original  of  the  English  record  is  considered  to 
have  been  an  occasional  memorandum  dr^wn  up  by  the  Francic 
pleader  to  confirm  the  recollection  of  his  judges,  and  which,  by 
a  gradual  progress,  took  the  shape  of  an  oflScial  contemporaneous 
minute  of  the  proceedings ;  and,  no  longer  merely  subordinate  to 
a  record  or  judical  report,  became  itself  invested  with  that  name 
aqd  character.  Whether  this  change  had  fully  taken  place  at  the 
da%B  of  Granville's  treatise  (in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.),  that  work 

'  Steph.  PL  App.  note  11.  •  Staph.  PL  App.  note  11. 

*  Britt.  c.  1  &  28.  ^  Esprit  des  Loix,  liv.  28,  c.  84. 
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does  not  enable  ns  accnratelj  to  decide.  However,  at  least  very 
shortly  after  this  period,  the  practice  of  recording,  in  the  present 
sense  of  the  term,  was  in  fall  operation.  The  series  of  records, 
now  extant,  begins  with  the  reign  of  Bichard  I.,  and  the  earliest 
of  them  are  to  be  found  in  the  collection  called  Placitorum  Ab- 
breviatio.*  Bracton  frequently  refers  to  the  irrotulationnes  (en- 
rollments), as  important  parts  of  the  proceedings  in  an  action, 
and  gives  forms  of  them,  also  in  citing  the  judical  decisions  of 
that  period,  mentions  the  rotvli  or  rolls  on  which  they  were  re- 
corded, distinguishing  in  what  part  of  the  roll  the  case  was  to  be 
iound.' 

The  ancient  record  was,  as  its  form  clearly  indicates,  a  con- 
temporaneous minute  of  the  proceedings  in  an  action,  drawn  up 
by  an  officer  of  the  court,  containing  an  entry  of  every  act  done  in 
court,  either  by  the  parties  or  by  the  court  itself,  which  (as 
everything  done  in  an  action  was  then  done  in  open  court),  em- 
braced all  the  proceedings  in  the  suit — the  appearances  and 
pleadings  of  the  parties,  prayer  and  allowance  of  imparlance, 
prayer  and  allowance  of  oyer,  award  of  jury  process,  proceedings 
at  the  trial,  verdict  of  the  jury  and  judgment  of  the  court,  with 
the  .various  intermediate  and  incidental  proceedings.  Its  con- 
temporaneous character  appears  everywhere  on  its  face,  the  pro- 
ceedings being  uniformly  entered  in  language  of  the  present 
tense,  and  as  of  present  occurrence.  The  plaintiJS  "  complains," 
and  "  brings  suit ;"  the  defendant ''  comes  and  defends,"  and 
"  prays  judgment ;"  the  "  jury  come  "  and  "  say  upon  their  oath ;" 
-and  the  judgment  of  the  court  is,  that  ^'  it  is  considered,  etc." 
Another  distinctive  feature  of  the  old  record  was  its  continuan- 
ces or  the  entries  of  the  adjournments  of  the  court  from  one  day 
or  term  to  another,  by  which  the  parties  were  temporarily  dis- 
missed and  appointed  to  appear  again,  and  by  which  its  various 
parts  were  at  the  same  time  most  effectually  connected  together. 
It  was  this  peculiar  principle  of  construction,  by  which  the  record 
was  made  to  follow  the  action  step  hj  step,  and  to  reflect  every 
proceeding  in  it,  just  as  it  occurred,  which  gave  it  from  an  early 
period  the  stamp  of  the  very  highest  authority  as  a  judicial  me- 
morial. Kept  constantly  under  the  eye  of  the  court,  and  by  its  own 
officer,  it  necessarily  became  the  evidence  in  itself,  of  what  it 

>  Bteph.  PL  App.  note  11.  '  ,Bract.  foL  16. 
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contained  admitting  of  no  extrinsic  proof  whatever.  The  great 
and  obvioas  importance  of  the  record  in  this  particular,  led  to  a 
corresponding  degree  of  care  in  framing  it.  By  the  consammato 
skill  of  the  Anglo-ltorman  pleaders;  its  language  was  gradually 
elaborated  to  tiie  highest  degree  of  precision  and  uniformity ; 
its  various  parts  studiously  adapted  to  each  other  and  logically 
fitted  together  until,  by  the  force  of  constant  repetition,  and  un- 
der the  sanction  of  the  courts  for  a  succession  of  centuries,  the 
whole  instrument  settled  at  last  into  a  fixed  form  of  expression 
which  admitted  of  no  variation.  In  this  way,  the  record  came  to 
be,  at  an  early  period,  and  before  the  discontinuance  of  oral 
pleadings,  next  after  the  original  writ,  the  most  important  doc- 
ument in  an  action,  prescribing,  indeed,  the  form  of  all  the  other 
proceedings,  which  constituted  its  component  parts.  This  is 
very  forcibly  shown  in  the  fact  that,  when  written  pleadings  were 
introduced,  they  were  framed  precisely  as  they  had  before  ap- 
peared on  the  record,  and  were  virtually  mere  extracts  from  it.^ 

Hence  arose  what  has  always  been  a  leading  principle  of 
practice  :  that  every  proceeding  in  an  action  intended  or  required 
to  appear  on  the  record,  must  be  framed  in  the  language  of  the 
record,  and  with  reference  to  its  place  on  that  instrument,  or,  in 
other  words,  must  be  framed  with  the  same  exactness  as  the 
record  itself. 

§  26.  Two  circumstances,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  men- 
tioned, contributed  to  stamp  the  record  with  that  character  of 
immutability  which  has  accompanied  it  down  to  modern  times, 
and  almost  to  the  present  day.  One  was  the  circumstance  of  ita 
being  kept  in  Latin,  a  language  admitting  of  no  variation,  and 
the  other,  the  character  of  inviolability,  which  preserved  it  from 
the  slightest  degree  of  alteration  after  it  had  once  been  made  up. 
The  substitution  of  English  for  Latin  as  the  language  of  the 
record,  and  of  ordinary  writing  for  ^Hhe  ancient  and  immutable 
court-hand,"  which  took  place  in  the  reign  of  George  IL,  were 
innovations  upon  the  ancient  system  apparently  demanded  by 
the  times,  but  viewed  by  highly  competent  judges  of  the  period 
with  much  apprehension  as  to  their  effect  upon  the  durability  of 
the  record  as  a  memorial  of  the  proceedings  in  an  action.    How 
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far  these  apprehensions  have  been  realized  in  the  particular  way 
antidpated,  is  for  each  practioner  to  determine ;  bat  that  they 
have  been  realized  in  the  general  result  of  impairing  the  cliarac- 
ter  of  the  record  by  reducing  it  to  the  level  of  an  ordinary  in- 
strumenty  privileged  in  no  peculiar  manner  from  change,  seems 
apparent  in  the  material  alterations  which  have  at  length  been 
effected  in  the  structure  of  this  once  inviolable  and  immutable 
memorial  of  judgment.  These  changes  consist  principally  in 
omitting  all  or  most  of  those  entries  by  which  the  several  parts 
of  the  record  were  formerly  connected  together  (including  the 
entire  system  of  continuances),  by  omitting  the  formal  com- 
mencements and  conclusions  of  pleadings,  which  were  in  fact 
portions  of  the  record  itself,  connecting  with  the  pleadings,  and 
by  the  general  modification  of  the  pleadings  themselves.  In  this 
way  the  unity  of  the  record  has  been  effectually  broken  up,  and 
the  symmetry  of  its  parts  and  the  uniformity  of  its  language, 
once  thought  to  constitute  its  peculiar  value,  have  been  obviously 
impaired.  In  some  of  the  United  States,  similiar  modifications 
of  the  form  of  the  record  'have  been  adopted,  going  in  some  in- 
stances to  much  greater  lengths.  The  modern  tendency  un- 
doubtedly is  to  place  this  instrument,  in  point  of  dignity  and  im- 
portance, far  below  the  position  it  once  occupied.  This  record, 
when  properly  signed,  constitutes  the  legal  evidence  of  the 
judgment,  and  entitles  the  party  obtaining  it  to  issue  execution. 
They  were  accurate  transcripts  of  all  the  proceedings,  papers  and 
process  in  the  action,  but  there  have  been  great  innovations  in 
this  practice,  and  they  are  not  as  full  and  complete  as  they  were 
in  olden  times,  but  their  authority  has  not  been  lessened  to  any 
great  extent. 

§  27.  A  record  is,  therefore,  a  written  memorial  made  by  a 
public  oflicer  authorized  by  law  to  perform  that  function,  and 
intended  to  serve  as  evidence  of  something  written,  said  or  done, 
and  may  be  divided  into  three  classes.  First,  those  which  relate 
to  legislative  proceedings ;  second,  the  courts  of  common  law,  the 
courts  of  chancery,  and  those  which  are  made  so  by  statutory  pro- 
vision. A  record  imports  such  absolute  verity  that  no  person, 
against  whom  it  is  admissible,  shall  be  allowed  to  aver  against  it' 

>  Co.  Litt.  aw  a;  Gilbert,  Ev.  5 ;  Glyn  v.  Thorp,  1  B.  A  A.  178 ;  Mur- 


22 


TffB  Law  of  Estoppbl. 


Reoorda  stmt  vestigia  vetustatis  et  veritatis,  A  party  cannot  be 
allowed  or  received  to  aver,  as  error  in  fact,  a  matter  contrary  to 
the  record.'  As  an  instance  of  the  conclusiveness  of  a  record,  the 
case  of  the  King  v.  Carlisle^*  may  be  cited.  There  the  defend- 
ant had  been  convicted  of  a  crime,  and  brought  error  to  an  appel- 
late court,  assigning  as  error  that  there  was  but  one  judge  on  the 
bench  when  there  should  have  been  more  at  the  time  of  the  trial. 
The  record  was  made  up  in  the  ordinary  way,  showing  that  the 
court  below  had  regularly  entered  judgment  against  him.  The 
appellate  court.  Lord  Tenterden  delivering  the  opinion,  held  that 
a  record  imports  such  absolute  verity  that  a  party  could  not  aver 
as  error  in  fact  a  matter  contrary  to  that  record ;  while  in  the 
first.  Justice  Coke  says :  The  rolls  or  memorials  of  the  judges  of 
the  courts  of  record  import  in  them  such  uncontrollable  credit 
and  verity  as  to  admit  of  no  averment,  plea  or  proof  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  if  such  a  record  be  alleged  and  it  be  pleaded  ntd  tidt 
record^  it  shall  be  tried  only  by  itself ;  for  otherwise  there  would 
never  be  an  end  of  litigation.' 

§  28.  Whatever,  therefore,  on  the  face  of  a  book  of  record 
has  been  duly  authenticated  by  tlie  signature  of  the  judge,  must 


.  rah  y.  State,  51  Miss.  663 ;  Herring- 
ton  y.  McCoUum,  73,  111.  476  ;  Kem- 
per V.  Waverly,  81  111.  178  ;  Farley  v. 
Budd,  14  Iowa,  289  ;  Philpot  v. 
Adams,  7  H.  &  N.  888 ;  McCoy  v. 
State,  22  Ark.  808;  Hubbard  y. 
Piflher.  25  Vt  689  ;  Fitzgerald  v.  Top- 
ping, 48  N.  Y.  488 ;  Humphreyville 
y.  Culver,  73  111.  486 ;  R  y.  Hopper, 
8  PH.  495  ;  Gray  y.  State,  63  Ala.  66  ; 
Winchester  v.  Thayer,  129  Mass.  129 ; 
Netherland  v.  Johnson,  5  Lea,  840 ; 
Calvin  v.  State,  12  Ohio  S.  69 ;  U.  8. 
y.  Ambrose,  7  Fed.  R  664  ;  Turrelly. 
Warren,  26  Minn.  9  ;  State  y.  Holmes, 
69  Ind.  677  ;  Foss  v.  Bogan,  92  Pa. 
St  96  ;  State  v.  McDonald.  24  Minn. 
48  ;  Ridgway  v.  Morrison,  28  Ind. 
201 ;  Ray  v.  McMurtiy,  20  Ind.  307  ; 
Ellis  v.  Mills,  28  Tex.  684. 

>  King  V.  Carlisle,  2  B.  &  A.  862  ; 
White  y.  Merritt,  7  N.  Y.  362 ;  People 
V.  Sturtevant,  9  N.  Y.  263  ;  Corry  y. 


King,  49  Iowa,  365  ;  Reed  v.  Whitton, 
78  Ind.  579;  Dixon  y.  Fisher,  1 
W.  Bl.  664 ;  R  y.  Shaw,  R  &  R  C. 
C.  526  ;  Whistler  y.  Lee,  Cro.  Jac 
359 ;  Helbut  v.  Held,  2  Ld.  Raymd. 
1414 ;  Plommer  v,  Webb,  2  Ld.  Ray- 
md.  1415. 

'  2  B.  &  A.  862. 

•  King  y.  Gosper,  Yely.  68 ;  Palmer 
y.  Webb,  2  Ld.  Raymd.  1415  ;  O'Keo- 
yer  v.  Overbury,  T.  Raymd.  231  ; 
Calvin  y.  State,  12  Ohio  St.  69; 
Whistler  y.  Lee,  Cro.  Jac.  659 ;. 
Molins  y.  Werby,  1  Lev.  76;  Bowsse 
y.  Garrington,  Cro.  Jac.  244;  Cole  y. 
Green,  1  Lev.  309  ;  U.  S.  y.  Ambrose, 
7  Fed.  R  664 ;  Reed  y.  Whitton,  78 
Ind.  679  ;  Reitzenberger  v.  Braden, 
18  W.  Va.  280  ;  Carper  y.  McDowell. 
5  Gratt.  212  ;  Harkina  y.  Forsyth ,  11 
Leigh,  24;  Taliaferro  v.  Prior,  la 
Gratt.  277;  Vaughn  y.  Common- 
wealth, 17  Gratt.  886  ;  Quinn  y.  Com- 
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be  held  to  be  an  absolute  verity,  and  it  cannot  be  contradicted ; 
and  80  also  any  paper  actually  referred  to  on  the  record-book  as 
filed  or  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  record,  is  to  be  regarded 
as  a  part  of  the  record,  and  is  as  much  a  verity  as  if  it 
Lad  been  spread  out  at  length  as  a  part  of  the  record.  But 
it  is  only  that  virhich  was  actually  on  the  record-book,  when 
thus  authenticated  or  that  is  actually  contained  in  some  paper 
so  made  a  part  of  the  record  by  reference,  that  is  thus  held 
to  be  an  absolute  verity.  But  if  a  record  is  interlined  or  erased 
in  a  material  matter,  and  it  is  alleged  that  this  was  done  after  the 
record  was  made,  by  some  unauthorized  person,  such  alteration 
constitutes  no  part  of  the  record,  and  an  inquiry  may  be  made 
into  the  genuineness  of  such  altered  record,  and  it  may  be  proven 
by  parol  that  such  alteration  was  thus  made  by  one  not  author- 
ized to  make  it.  This  is  not  controverting  the  absolute  verity  of 
the  record,  but  simply  inquiring  what  really  constitutes  the  rec- 
ord. If  this  were  not  allowed,  the  absolute  verity  attributed  to 
a  record  could  be  used  to  give  sanction  to  a  forgery  or  to  a  fraud- 
ulent erasure  of  the  record,^  and  where  a  bill  of  exceptions  is 
taken,  and  the  record  is  silent  and  the  matters  stated  in  the  bill 
are  contrary  to  the  record,  the  record  is  unimpeachable.  Thus, 
where  '^the  judge  of  the  circuit  has  stated  in  the  bill  of  excep- 
tions that  it  was  his  understanding  that  the  first  order  was  made 
without  prejudice,  and  that  it  was  inadvertently  signed  in  its 
present  form.  The  order  of  record  is  without  qualification  or 
reservation,  and  it  must  therefore  be  held  to  be  conclusive  until 
it  has  been  modified  in  some  proper  way,  and  the  statements  o^a 
judge,  extra- judicially  expressed,  whether  in  a  bill  of  exceptions 
or  otherwise,  cannot  be  taken  to  change  or  impeach  the  records 
of  the  court."* 


monwealth,  20  Gratt.  188 ;  Brittain  v. 
Kinnardi  1  B.  &  B.  432 ;  R.  v.  Sbaw, 
R  &  R.  C.  C.  526  ;  Irwin  v.  Grey.  19 
C.  B.  (N.  9.)  585;  Leighton  v.  Leigh- 
ton,  1  Stra.  210;  Newton  in  re,  19  0. 
B.  97;  Clark  in  re,  2  Q.  B.  619  ; 
Hnpper  ▼,  Allen,  L.  R.  2  £zchq.  15  ; 
Bourg  .V.  Gerdin,  83  La.  An.  1869; 
Gosling  V.  Warborton,  1  Cro.  Eliz. 
128;  liamsbotton  v.  Buckhurst,  2  M. 
&  8.  666;  Irwin  v.  Gray,  L.  R.  1  C.  P. 


17;  Green  ▼.  Moody,  €k>lb.  884;  James 
V.  Landon,  1  Oro.  Eliz.  86  ;  Owen  v. 
State,  55  Vt.  47;  Common  wealth  v. 
Liquors,  185  Mass.  519;  Thomas  ▼. 
People,  107  111.  517;  8.  C,  47  Am.  R 
458;  Macke  in  re,  81  Eans.  54. 

»  8tate  V.  West.  21  W.  Va.  800. 

»  Walker  v.  Rogan,  1  Wis.  597 ; 
Attorney-General  v.  Lum,  2  Wis. 
507  ;  Rogen  v.  Hoenig,  46  Wis.  861. 
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§  29.  Judgments  and  verdicts  of  courts  are  always  of  record. 
Thej  have,  therefore,  the  character  which  belongs  to  all  records, 
that  they  cannot  be  contradicted  by  evidence. 

Where  a  judgment  is  prodnced  in  which  the  record  shows 
that  there  were  several  issues,  the  opposite  party  will  not  be 
allowed  to  aver  that  there  was  no  evidence  offered  on  one  of  the 
•  issues,  or  that  the  judgment  as  to  that  issue  was  entered  by  mis- 
take.* 

§  80.  If  there  were  no  limitations  to  this  conclusive  effect  of 
"^records,  courts  of  justice  would  become  tyrannical  inquisitions, 
inflicting,  under  the  guise  of  justice,  great  hardships,  wrong  and 
oppression,  by  enforcing  what  might  be  termed  edicts,  surpassing 
all  record  of  ancient  tyranny  and  injustice,  upon  parties  in  no 
ways  interested  in  the  matter  in  dispute,  which  had  been  adjudged 
and  finally  concluded.  There  are,  therefore,  certain  principles 
and  considerations  by  which  the  conclusive  effect  of  records  are 
limited,  laid  down  by  Lord  Coke  and  other  eminent  jurists. 

§  31.  1.  Where  the  record  i%  oorcvm.  non  judiee.  Where  a 
court  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  person,  the  cause  or  the  process, 
as  where  an.indictment  purports  to  have  been  determined  in  a 
civil  tribunal  having  no  criminal  jurisdiction. 

2.  Where  the  truth  appears  in  the  same  record.  As  where 
defendant  is  sued  by  a  wrong  name,  and  enters  into  a  bail  bond 
Prout  the  writ,  as  he  must,  and  then  puts  in  bail  by  his  .right 
name ;  he  who  was  arrested  is  not  estopped  from  pleading  in 
abatement,  or  where  the  record  shows  that  the  judgment  relied 
on  as  an  estoppel  has  been  revei'sed  in  error.    • 

3.  Where  the  matter  aUeged  is  oonsietentioith  the  record,  A 
man  is  not  estopped  to  aver  a  thing  consistent  with  the  record  ; 
as  if  A.  B.  senior,  and  A.  B.  junior,  are  bound  by  an  obligation, 
it  may  be  averred  that  A.  B.  junior,  was  intended. 

4.  Where  the  allegation  of  the  record  is  uncertain.  For  an 
estoppel,  not  being  favored  by  the  law,  ought  to  be  certain  to 
every  intent,  and  not  be  taken  by  argument  or  inference  ;  it  ought 
to  be  a  precise  affirmation  of  that  which  makes  the  estoppel,  as 
if  it  be  said,  vt  dicitur  quia  m  personalitaSj  non  conclude  nee 


>  Reed  v.  Jackson,  1  East,  865  ;    Leighton  v.  Leighton,  1  Stra.    210 ; 
Bourg  v.  Gerdin,  88  La.  An.  1369. 
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leget  impersonal  dieitur^  quia  mia  persona;  and  therefore  if  a 
ibing  be  not  directly  and  precisely  alleged  it  shall  be  no  estoppel/ 
6.  Or  is  alleged  merely  by  way  of  supposal.  In  the  words 
of  Lord  Ck>ke :  '^  Matter  alleged  by  way  of  supposal  shall  not 
conclnde  after  nonsnit ;  otherwise  after  jadgment,  and  after  non- 
Boit,  notwithstanding  the  supposal  in  the  connt,  shall  not  con- 
clude, yet  bar  the  title,  replication,  or  other  pleading,  which  is 
precisely  alleged^  shall  conclnde  after  nonsnit — ^and  hereby  are 
the  books  reconciled." 

6.  If  not  traversable  or  m>aterial.  Where  matter  is  neither 
traversable  or  material,  it  shall  not  estop,  as  for  example :  the 
day  in  an  indictment,  or  a  description  of  the  natare  of  land  in  a 
lease,  or  as  in  a  debt  upon  an  obligation  alleged  to  be  made  in  A., 
in  another  action  upon  the  same  obligation,  he  may  say  it  was 
made  in  B.' 

7.  Estoppels  must  "be  reciprocal  or  muttial^  that  is  to  bind 
both  pariieSy,  find  this  is  the  reason  that  strangers  shall  not  take 
advantage  of  nor  be  bound  by  an  estoppel.' 

8.  Where  there  is  an  estoppel  against  an  estoppel.  In  the 
words  of  Coke :  '^  An  estoppel  against  an  estoppel  setteth  the 
matter  at  large,  as  a  warranty  against  a  warranty."* 

9.  There  is  no  estoppel  where  wn  interest  passes.*  By  which 
is  meant  that  a  grantee  is  not  estopped  from  saying  that  a  grant 
does  not  pass  so  great  an  interest  as  it  purports  to  convey,  though 
he  is  estopped  from  saying  that  it  passes  no  interest  at  all. 

§  32.  The  principal  limitation  to  the  conclusive  effect  of  a 
record,  is  that  arising  from  the  consideration,  that,  in  most  cases, 
it  is  not  binding,  or  even  evidence  between  all  persons.  Qnes* 
tions  of  this  sort  generally  aries  on  J udgments^  they  being  by  far 
the  most  extensive  species  of  records. 

§  33.  A  judgment,  sentence  or  decree  is  a  judicial  determina- 

^  Lajoye   v.  Princan,   8  Mo.  629  ;  ▼.  Smith,  12  N.  J.  L.  22;  Langston 

Callow  «.  Jenkinson,  5  E.  L.  &  Eq.  y.  McEinney,  2  Murph.  67;  see  Ante, 

VB8.  §  20. 

*  Attorney  Genl  ▼.  King,  6  Price,        «  R.  ▼.  Haughton,  1  E.  &  B.  506. 
196;  Stdpwith  v.  Green,  1  Stra.  610.  '  Treport's  Case,  8  Co.   285  ;  An- 

»  Callow  V.  Jenkins,  5  E.  L.  &  Eq.  drew  v.  Pearce,  1  B.  &  P.   N.   R 

JSS&;  Masaure  v.  Noble,  11  111.  851 ;  158;  Doe  v.   Seaton,    2  C.  M.  &  R 

Deery  ▼.   Crary,    6  Wall.  795;  Wil-  728;  Walton   v.  Waterhouse,    2  W. 

iiamsY.  Chandler,  25  Tex.  4;  Griggs  Sairnd.  829. 
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tion  of  a  cause  of  action  or  suit  agitated,  litigated  or  contested 
between  real  parties  upon  which  a  real  interest  has  been  settled. 
Being  the  termination  of  an  action  or  snit,  we  will  ascertain  what 
an  action  or  snit  is,  and  the  nature  and  kinds  of  actions. 

§  34.  A  snit  is  the  prosecntion  or  pursuit  of  some  claim,  de- 
mand, or  request.  At  law  it  is  the  prosecution  of  some  demand 
in  a  court  of  justice.  The  remedy  for  every  species  of  wrong  is 
the  being  put  in  possession  of  that  right  whereof  the  party  is 
deprived.  The  instruments  whereby  this  remedy  is  obtained  are 
a  diversity  of  suits  and  actions  which  are  defined  to  be  the  lawful 
demand  of  one's  rights,  or,  in  the  language  of  Justinian,  ^^  Ju& 
proscquendi  in  judicio  qxwd  alicui  debetur. "  To  commence  a  suit 
is  to  demand  something  by  the  institution  of  process  in  a  court 
of  justice,  and  to  prosecute  the  suit  is,  according  to  the  common 
acceptation  of  language,  to  continue  that  demand.'  The  term  suit 
is  a  very  comprehensive  one  and  applies  to  any  proceeding  pend- 
ing in  a  court  of  justice,  by  which  an  individual  pursues  that 
remedy  in  a  court  of  justice  which  the  law  affords  him.  The 
modes  of  proceeding  may  be  various,  but  if  a  right  is  litigated 
between  parties  in  a  court  of  justice,  the  proceeding  by  which 
the  decision  of  the  court  is  sought  is  a  suit  or  action. 

§  35.  Actio  nihil  aliud  est^  quam  jus  persequendi  in  judicio^ 
quod  alicur  dehetwr.  An  action  is  nothing  else  than  the  right  of 
pursuing  in  court  what  is  due  to  a  person.  Action  {actio)  is  the 
name  given  to  the  means  employed  by  one  who  alleges  that  his 
rights  have  been  violated,  to  have  them  judicially  determined 
and  to  have  judicial  assistance  for  their  enforcement.  He  who 
invokes  these  means  is  termed  {actor)  plaintiff,  and  he  against 
whom  they  are  employed  is  termed  {reu^s)  defendant,'  or  as  de* 
fined  by  Justinian,  ^^  actio  autem  nihil  aliud  est,  quamjuspersc' 
quendi  judicio  qiH>d  sihi  dehetur?^  When  the  issues  are  made  up 
and  decided,  the  next  step  in  the  suit  or  action,  if  the  unsuccessful 
party  has  not  avoided  the  effect  of  the  decision,  is  the  judgments 
As  the  issue  is  the  question  the  parties  have  by  their  pleadings 
selected  for  decision,  and  having  put  the  fate  of  their  cause  upon 
that  question,  as  soon  as  the  issue  is  decided  in  favor  of  one  of 
t'   ^j   th^.  party  becomes  the  victor  in  the  suit,  and  nothing: 

hens  V.  Yirginia,  6  Wheat.  264  *  Hack.  Bom.  Law. 
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remaioB  but  to  award  the  judicial  coDsequence  wEich  the 
law  attaches  to  snccess.  The  award  of  this  judicial  consequence 
is  called  the  jadgment,  and  is  the  province  of  the  judges  of  the 
eonrt.  The  nature  of  the  judgment  varies  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  action,  the  plea,  the  issue,  and  the  manner  and  result 
of  the  decision.  Judgments,  with  the  exception  of  a  judgment 
respondeat  ouster^  are  of  two  kinds — interlocntory  and  jimal; 
interlocutory  when  there  is  some  further  action  to  be  taken  by  tho 
court ;  final,  when  there  is  no  writ  of  inquiry  necessary.  Judg- 
ments are  also  awarded  where  there  is  no  issue  to  be  decided — ^as 
by  confession,  default,  etc.,  and  are  either  interlocutory  or  final. 
Judgments,  like  pleadings,  were  formerly  pronounced  in  open 
court,  and  are  still  always  supposed  to  be  so.  But  by  a  relaxation 
of  practice  there  is  now  in  general  no  actual  delivery  of  judg- 
ment in  court  or  elsewhere.  The  party  entitled  to  judgment  by 
his  attorney  usually  prepares  such  an  entry  as  he  desires  and  sub- 
mits it  to  the  judge  for  his  signature,  and  after  signing,  it  is  by 
the  attorney  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  and  entered  on 
the  records  or  in  the  manner  provided  by  law.  A  final  judg- 
ment is  one  that  disposes  or  terminates  the  cause,  and  gives  the 
party  in  whose  favor  it  is  rendered  a  right  to  enforce  it  by  final 
process,  by  execution,  etc.  Final  judgments  being  such  as  ter- 
minate an  action,  they  may  be  used  as  a  complete  defense  to  the 
prosecution  of  another  action  involving  the  same  matters  between 
the  same  parties  under  the  plea  of  Ree  Judicata. 

§  86.  The  chief  classification  of  actions  is  that  which  divides 
them  into  actions  in  reniy  and  actions  in  personam.  The  former 
spring  from  jtis  in  re  or  dominiumj  and  are  used  where  the 
plaintiff  asserts  a  right  of  ownership,  and  the  latter  arise  from 
Jne  ad  rem^  and  are  used  where  the  plaintiff  alleges  the  defend- 
ant to  be  bound  towards  him  by  an  obligation  ex  contractu^  or 
j^tkm  em  contractu j  or  ex  dAtcto^  or  quasi  ex  delicto/ 

§  37.      Braoton's    Classifioatiok  of  Aotions. — Personalis 
verd  actiones  sunt^  quae  competunt  contrae  aliquem  ex  contractu^ 
vd  quasi  :  ex  maZefido^  vd  qvtosi :  cum  qvds  teneatur  ad  aliquid^ 
dantj  vd  faciendum^  <&  locum  habent  adversus  sum  qui  con^ 

»  Instit.  L.  rV.  t,  VI.  §  1 ;  L.  III.  t     §  630 ;  Bowyer's  Stodern  Civil  Law 
2iy.  g  2;  Story,  Conflict  of  Laws,     p.  288. 
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traxit^  dk  haeredufn,  suurrhj  nisi  fuit  poenalis,  <6  diountur  ao* 
ii&nes  nativae^  eo.  g.  nasotmtur  ex  contraetibitSy  <&  amnes  peri 
personalee  actiones  stmt  ex  contractu,  aicut  mutui,  commodatij 
depositiy  mandati^  ex  empto,  vendito,  locato  dk  conducto.^ 

Actiones  vero  in  rem  simt^  qu<ie  dantur  contra  possidentum, 
qxd  nomine  pus  possident  ex  quaounquecausa^  c&nonalienOj  qui 
hahetre^  velpossidet  restituere  possit,  vd  dflm  nomine:  ut  si 
quis  petat  ah  alio  rem  certa,  fund^  aliquem^  vd  terram,  c&  se 
oontendat  habere  jus  <&  inde  esse  dominum,  dk  persequatur  re 
miUam.y  c&  non  ejusprecum  nee  ejus  aestimationem,  nee  tantufn- 
dem  quid  sit  ejusdem  generis  dk  sic  res  corporalis  imm^iliSj 
quaepetiiur  ex  qtJtacunque  causa  versus  aliqiiem,  qui  nvUojure 
personali  ohligatus  est* 

Est  autem  actio  mixta^  tarn  in  rem  q  inpsonam  dk  ided  stmt  mix- 
tcBy  quia  m,ixtam  habent  causam  ad  utrumq  sicut  est  divisio  haer* 
^itatis  inter  cohaeredes  participes,  vd  de  proparte  soror.  Vd 
alio  modo  der  pparte,  secund  quod  resfuerit  dividenda,  ratione 
personarum,  vd  ratione  rei,  vel  utriusq,  *  *  *  Item  mixia 
esse  poterit  c&  mixtam  cavsam  habere^  secund^  quod  fuerit  rei 
persecutoria  da  poenalis  da  ita  erit  quadibet  actio  in  rem,  perse- 
quitur  errum  rem  ipsam  Apoenarn,  propter  injustam  detention- 
sm.    JEt  code  m^>do  de  actions  in  rem  dk  in  personam  dk  ita  possit 


»  Lib.  8.  Ch.  8  f.  102.  Personal 
actions,  indeed,  are  such  as  may  be 
brought  against  any  one  upon  a  con- 
tract or  something  like  a  contract; 
upon  a  tort  or  something  like  a  tort, 
i?7hen  any  one  is  boand  to  give  or  to 
•do  something,  and  tbey  have  a  place 
against  him  who  has  made  a  contract 
and  against  his  heir,  unless  there  be  a 
penalty;  and  they  are  called  native  ac- 
tions, from  the  fact  that  they  are  bom 
•out  of  conti-acts,  and  almost  all  per- 
sonal actions  arise  out  of  a  contract, 
jsuch  as  borrowing,  a  lending,  a  de- 
posit, a  mandate,  a  purchase,  a  sale,  a 
letting,  a  hiring. 

*  But  actions  for  a  thing  are  those 
which  are  allowed  against  a  possessor 


of  it,  who  possesses  it  in  his  own 
name  from  whatever  cause,  and  not 
in  the  name  of  another  person,  be- 
cause he  has  the  thing  or  possesses  it, 
so  tliat  he  may  restore  it  or  name  the 
person  who  has  control  over  it,  as  if 
any  one  claims  land  from  another  a 
certain  thing,  some  estate  or  land, 
and  contends  that  he  has  the  right 
over  it,  and  therefore  is  the  owner, 
and  he  sues  for  that  thing,  and  not  its 
price  or  its  value,  n<^  an  equivalent 
of  the  same  kind,  and  so  it  is  a  cor- 
poreal immovable  thing,  which  is 
claimed  for  whatever  cause  from 
some  one,  who  is  not  bound  by  any 
personal  right. 
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esse  mixta  dk  mixtam  habere  causam  guaelihet  crimindlU  db  cw- 
ilisj  sine  oriatur  ex  malejioio  vd  quasi.^ 

.§  38.  Actions  Classified  by  Gaius. — 8i  queer itur^  quot  gen-- 
era  actionum,  sint^  veriics  videtur  duo  esse  :  in  rem  et  in  perao^h- 
am.  Nam  qui  IIll  esse  dixerunt  ex  sponsorium  generibtis^ 
non  animadverterunt  qv^asdam  epeines  actionum  inter  genera  ee 
retttdisse. 

^'  It  now  remaiDs  to  speak  of  actions.  If  one  inquires  how 
many  kinds  of  actions  there  are,  speaking  more  correctly,  there 
appear  to  be  two — real  actions  {in  rem)  and  personal  actions  {in 
personam).  For  those  who  have  said  there  are  four  kinds,  ac- 
cording to  the  different  kind  of  eponsio^  have  not  observed  that 
certain  species  of  actions  are  included  in  the  kinds  that  we  have 
mentioned." 

'^  The  assistance  and  protection  which  the  State  gives  to  a 
private  right  is  rendered  by  means  of  the  actio^  which  is  simply 
a  transaction  by  virtue  of  which  a  violated  right  is  protected  or 
repaired.  No  private  right  is  perfect  and  entire  unless  it  be  de- 
fended by  an  action.  The  claim  which  a  man  has  to  the  protec- 
tion which  the  State  affords  to  his  person  and  property  is  denom- 
inated his  right  of  action.  The  so-called  ^  Actiones  in  person- 
am '  correspond  to  rights  of  persons.  Eights  in  rem^  on  the 
other  hand,  give  rise  to  the  so-called  '  Real  Actions.'  Personal 
Actions  are  those  which  may  be  brought  against  certain  individ- 
uals, whilst  ^Actiones  in  rem '  can  be  brought  against  any  per- 
son  who  violates  a  real  right,  as  a  right  of  property  {domir 


*  But  a  mixed  action  is  for  a  thing 
and  against  a  person,  and  they  are  for 
this  reason  mixed,  because  tbey  have 
a  mixed  cause  of  action  for  each, 
just  as  there  is  a  division  of  inherit- 
ance among  coparceners  or  for  the 
proportionate  share  of  sisters,  or  in 
another  way,  for  a  proportionate 
share  according  as  a  thing  is  to  he 
divided  in  regard  of  the  persons,  or 
of  the  thing,  or  of  both,  .  .  . 
00  an  action  may  be  mixed  and  have 
a  mixed  cause,  according  as  it  is  in 


prosecution  of  a  thing  and  penal,  and 
so  it  will  be  a  kind  of  action  for  a 
thing,  for  it  pursues  the  thing  itself 
and  the  penalty  on  account  of  the 
detention.  And  in  the  same  way 
respecting  an  action  for  a  thing  and 
against  a  person,  and  so  a  kind  of 
criminal  and  civil  action  may  be 
mixed,  and  may  have  a  mixed  cause, 
whether  it  arises  from  a  tort  or  some- 
thing like  a  tort. 
*  Gaius,  pp.  681,  582»  L  IV.  §  1. 
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§  89.  '^  In  personam  actio  est  qua  igimua  quotient  cum  aliquo 
qui  nobis  vel  ex  contractu  vd  ex  delicto  obliqattcs  est  contendvmu8j 
id  est  cum  intendimus  dare^/acerej  prcBstare  opportereP 

That  action  is  persoDal  {in  personam  actio),  in  which  we  pro- 
ceed against  any  one  who  is  bound  to  us  by  contract  {ex  contractu)^ 
Oft  by  delict  {ex  delicto) j  that  is  to  say,  when  we  assert  that  he 
ought  to  give  {dare),  to  do  {facere),  to  perform  {prcBstare).^^^ 

^i  In  rem  actio  est,  cum  aut  corporaiem  rem  intendimus  nos- 
tram  esse^  aut  jvs  aliquod  nobis  competerSy  vdut  utendij  aut 
utendi/ruendij  eundi,  agendi  aquam,ve  ducendi,  vel  aiUius  toll- 
£ndi  velprospiciendi.  Item  actio  ex  diverso  adversario  est  negor 
tvoa.  An  action  is  real  {in  rem  actio)  when  we  maintain  that  a  cor- 
poral thing  is  oars,  or  that  some  servitude  {jus)  appertains  to  us : 
as  a  mere  use  {vsv^),  or  a  usufruct  {utendijruendi),  or  right  of 
way  {eundi)j  or  of  way  for  cattle  {agefidi),  or  of  drawing  water 
iaquamve  ducendi)^  or  of  building  higher  {alttts  toUendi),  or  of 
prospect  {prospicicTidi).  In  these  different  cases  our  adversary 
has  also  against  us  a  real  action  negatvoa.  ^^  Ex  diverso  adver- 
saria^^ that  is  to  say,  that  he  against  whom  an  action  in  rem  was 
brought  (the  defendant  in  the  actio  confessorid)  might  in  his 
turn  as  plaintiff  maintain  that  the  claimant  had  no  right  to  the 
property.  The  action,  as  already  observed,  was  a  real  action 
when  it  was  maintained  that  a  corporal  thing  belonged  to  the 
plaintiff,  or  an  absolute  right,  as  for  instance,  a  ^^  usus,"  or  a 
^'usufruct,"  or  "right  of  way."  A  real  action  pre-snpposes  a 
person  the  subject  of  the  right  and  a  thing,  the  object  of  the  right. 
TJlpianus  says  :  "  Actionem  genera  d/uo  sumt  in  rem,  qtuB  dicitu/r 
vindicatio  et  in  persona/m  qiuB  condictio  appeOAxtmr,  In  rem 
actio  est  per  quam  rem  nostrum  qua  ah  alio  possidetm^  peti^ 
vhus:  et  semper  ad/oersvs  eum  est  qui  rem  possidet.  In  per- 
sonam, actio  est  qua  cwm  eo  agim/us  qui  obUgatus  est  nobis  ad 
faciend/um  aliquid  vd  dandimi  /  et  semper  ad/o&rsus  eundem 
locwm  hxjibet^  Appdlantwr  a/vatem  in  rem  qttidem  actiones  vimdnr 
cationes  /  in  personam  vero  a^ctiones  quibus  da/re  fierive  oportere 
intendimus  condictiones. 

Real  actions  (m  rem)  are  called  vindications,  but  personal 
actions  {in  perso7iam),  in  which  we  assert  that  the  party  must 

1  Oaius,  p.  600, 1.  IV.  g  2.'  47);  T.  &  L.  Gaius,  pp.  600,  601,  U 

•  L.  25,  pr.  Dig.  de  Obi.  et  Act  (4,      IV.  g  8. 
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give  or  do  something  {dare  fierwe  aportere)  are  named  condic- 
tions. 

The  ^' in,  rem  actioj^  is  that  action  by  means  of  which  we 
-claim  a  thing  as  belonging  to  and  as  subjected  to  our  immediate 
legal  dominium.  Such  an  action  was  also  called  a  ^^  vindication^ 
The  term  just  mentioned  was  originally  applied  to  that  part  of 
the  '*  legis  actio  "  which  had  for  its  object  the  formal  adjustment 
or  the  possession  of  the  thing  in  dispute,  with  the  view  to  the 
introduction  of  a  real  action.  Thus  Ghiius,  enumerating  such  ac- 
tions, says :  ^^  An  action  is  real  when  we  maintain  that  a  corporal 
thing  is  ours,  or  that  some  servitude  appertains  to  us,"  etc.  And 
then  he  adds,  ^^  In  these  different  cases  our  adversary  has  alfi^ 
against  us  a  real  action  negativa.^^  The  gist  of  the  question  in  a 
real  action  was  the  following :  Does  the  corporal  thing  as  as- 
serted in  the  Intentio  belong  to  the  plaintiff  ?  Again,  in  every 
real -action  there  was  a  donbie  j>etitum.  Firat,  that  the  Judex 
should  acknowledge  and  declare  the  right  of  the  actor  or  plaint- 
iff ;  and,  secondly,  that  this  acknowledgment  might  be  followed 
by  a  judgment  in  which  the  Keus  or  defendant  should  be  con- 
demned. The  basis  and  foundation  of  the  action  is  ^'Jus  in  r^," 
not  merely,  however,  domvniwm  or  praprietas,  which  the  Ger- 
mans call  '^  Eigenthum  ;  "  but  also  a  ^'jus  in  re  aliena.^^  This 
is  made  manifest  from  the  words  of  Gains  himself,  for  he  enu- 
merates actions  arising  from  servitudes,  or  ^^Jura  in  re  aliena  " 
amongst  the  real  actions.  The  defendant  in  a  real  action  is  not  a 
definite  person,  and  hence  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the  Inten- 
Uoy  but  the  action  is  against  any  person  who  in  any  way  violates 
the  light  of  the  plaintiff.  As  it  is  expressed,  '^  Contra  quemcwn- 
que  possidentem.^^  The  leading  maxim  in  regard  to  the  ''  vindir 
eatio^^  is  the  following :  "  Ubi  rem  meam  inveiiio  ibi  vindioOy^ 
or  in  other  words,  "  Rem  ipsum  pereequore!'^^  Actions  "  inper* 
-eonam^^  were  called  ^^oondictiones^^  ;  a  term  which  in  its  strict 
sense  W£i3  applied  to  those  actions  that  were  ^'  stricti  juria^^  as 
•distinguished  from  actions  ^'  honodfido&P  AppelXamus  autem  in 
rem  quidem  aotionea  vindioaiionee,  in  personam  vera  aotionee 
quibus  darefacere  cportere  intendit/ur  condictionee.^^*  Some- 
times, instead  of  the  term  ^^  vindusatio  "  we  find  the  expression 

>  Muhl.  Instit.  p.  65,  Gai.  lY.  8.  28. 

*  Instit    Bom.  Law,  part    II.  s.        *  8. 16,  Instit.  de  act  (4,  6.) 
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^^petitio^^  which  denotes  an  *^  <ustio  in  ram,"  in  contradistiDctioD 
from  an  ^^  actio  in  personam?^  Thus  Papinianae  says:  Actio 
in  personam  infertur^  petitio  in  rem^  persecutio  in  rem^  vsl  in 
personam  ret  persequendcB  gratia:'' 

§  40.  Actions  DSFiNfifio  aooobding  to  Justinian. — ^^  Omrdwm 
adiowwm  quibus  inter  aliquoa  apvdjvdioes  arbi^oeve  de  quaoum- 
qUe  re  qucBvitury  eum/ma  dimeio  in  duo  genera  ded/aovtv/r^  a/tit- 
eni/m  in  rem  ev/rvt^  aut  in  personam.  Nwmque  agit  tcnusqi^isque 
awt  Qfwm  eoqui  ei  obligatus  est  vel  ex  oontraottt  vel  ex  malejloio^ 
quo  casu  prodiUB  stmt  aotiones  in  personam^  per  quas  intendii 
admrsa/rvwm  ei  da/re  fa/xre  cportere^  et  aliis  quibtisdam  modis/ 
aut  otmi  eo  agit  qui  nvRojv/re  ei  obligaJf/as  est^  movet  ia/men  alicui 
de  alAqua  re  contro^oereumn^  quo  casu  pro  ditm  actiones  in  rem 
sunt :  vehtti  si  rem  oorporalem  possideat  quis^  quam  TiUus 
sua/m  esse  ajmnet  et  possessor  domiwwm  se  esse  dicat;  nam  ei 
Titius  steam  esse  intendatj  in  rem  actio  est. 

All  actions  whatever,  by  which  any  matter  whatever  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  decision  of  judges  or  of  arbitrators,  may  be  divided 
into  two  classes;  for  actions  are  either  real  or  personal.  Either 
the  pIaiati£E  saes  the  defendant,  because  he  is  made  answerable  to 
him  by  contract,  or  by  a  delict,  in  which  case  the  plaintiJS  brings 
a  personal  action,  alleging  that  his  adversary  is  bound  to  give  to, 
or  to  do  something  for  him,  or  making  some  other  similar  allega- 
tion, or  else  the  plaiotifi  brings  an  action  against  a  person  not 
made  answerable  to  him  by  any  obligation,  but  with  whom  he 
disputes  the  right  to  some  corporeal  thing,  and  for  such  cases 
real  actions  are  given  ;  as  for  example,  if  a  man  is  in  possession 
of  land,  which  Titius  maintains  to  be  his  property,  while  the 
possessor  says  that  he  himself  is  the  proprietor,  the  action  is 
real.* 

jEque  si  agat  jus  sibi  esse  fvohdo  forte  vel  oddibus  utendi 
fruendi^  vel  perfundtmi  vicini  eundi  agendij  vel  ex /undo  vicini 
aquami  dticendi,  in  rem  actio  est.  Ejusdem,  generis  est  actio  dejure 
prcBdiorum  urhanorum;  velutij  si  agat  jus  sibi  esse  altius  cedes 
sua>s  toUendi^  prospiciendioe,  vel  proficiendi  aliquidy  vel  imandt 
tendi  in  vicini  cedes.     So,  too,  if  any  one  alleges  that  he  hfks  a 

>  L.  28.  Dig.  de  oblig.  (44  7.)  L.  178,     &  Lemon's  Gaius,  pp.  602,  008,  L.  4, 
B.  2,  de  verb.  sig.  (50, 16.)    Tomkina     sec.  6. 

*  JustiniaD,  L  4,  t.  vL  g  1. 
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right  to  the  nsiifrnct  of  land,  or  of  a  honse,  or  that  he  hae  a  right 
of  going  or  driving  "his  cattle,  or  of  conducting  water  over  the 
land  of  his  neighbor,  the  action  is  real ;  as  also  are  actions  relat- 
ing to  prsedial  servitudes,  as  when  a  man  alleges  a  right  to  raise 
his  house,  a  right  to  an  uninterrupted  view,  a  right  to  make  part 
of  his  house  project,  or  of  inserting  the  beams  of  his  building 
into  his  neighbor's  walls.* 

Seqtcens  iUa  divisio  est^  guod  quoedcmh  aotiones  rei  perse- 
guendcB  groitAa  oompa/raUB  stmtj  qitcBdam  pcmos  jpersegtiendosy 
guoBdam  mixtm  stmt. 

Actions  maj  be  next  divided  into  actions  given  to  recover  the 
thing,  actions  given  to  recover  a  penalty,  and  mixed  actions.' 

Rei persequendcs  ccmsa  oompa/rcUcB stmt  oTnnesinrem  actiones. 
Earv/m,  vero  acUonvm^qucB  m  personmn  stmty  em  qvAd&m  qum  ex 
contractu  nascunit^  fere  oinnes  rei  persequendcs  causa  comr 
pa/ratcB  videnPur;  veliiU^  quibus  Tmitua/m.  pecimicmh  vel  in  sUpVr 
latwn  dedtcctam  petit  a^etoTj  item  commodati,  deposiU^  mmuJUiti^ 
proaodo^  ex  exempto  venditOy  locate  conducto. 

For  the  recovery  of  the  thing  are  given  all  real  actions ;  and 
of  personal  actions  almost  all  those  which  arise  from  contract,  as 
the  action  for  a  sum  lent  or  stipulated  for,  a  com/niod<Uumy  a 
deposit,  a  mandate,  a  partnership,  a  sale,  or  a  letting  to  hire/ 

§  41.  Actions,  according  to  their  foundation,  are  either  m 
rem  or  in  pei*sonam, 

1.  The  action  m  rem^  in  a  wide  sense,  denotes  ^very  action 
founded  on  an  absolute  right,  and  which  therefore  may  in  general 
be  instituted  against  any  one  who  invades  or  disputes  such  right. 
In  thl6  wide  sense  it  comprises  also  the  preliminary  actions 
{actiones prcB^udicicUes),  i,  e,y  those  actions  instituted  for  the  de- 
termination of  preliminary  matters  on  which  other  litigated 
matters  depend.  This,  by  the  Justinian^  law,  only  arises  in  the 
determination  of  status  and  family  rights.  In  a  narrow  sense, 
actions  in  rem  signify  actions  for  property  and  real  rights  and 
for  the  enforcement  of  rights  of  inheritance.  These  actions  are 
also  termed  in  the  Koman  law  vindicationes.  The  object  of 
actions  in  rem  is  f or^the  purpose  of  a  judicial  recognition  of  the 
plaintiff's  right  and  to  stop  its  violation.    * 

>  Justiiiian,  1.  vi.  t  vi.  §  2.  •  Justinian,  L  iv.  t  vL  §  Id. 

»  Justinian,  L  iv.  t  vi.  g  17. 
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2.  Actions  in  personam  are  those  which  are  mstitnted  for  the 
fulfillment  of  an  obligation,  and  hence  can  only  be  instituted 
against  the  person  who  is  bound  to  fulfill  it  (the  debtor).    These 
actions  are  as  various  in  their  grounds  as  are  the  obligations  for 
whose  fulfillment  they  are  instituted.    The  personal  actions  em- 
brace the  so-called  actions  in  rem  scriptm^  that  is,  actions  arising 
from  obligations,  which  may  be  instituted  against  the  possessor 
or  an  owner  of  a  thing  as  such,  for  an  injury  suffered  by  another 
in  consequence  of  such  ownership  or  possession,  such  as  noxal 
actions,  that  is,  actions  against  the  child's  father  or  the  slave's 
master  for  injuries  perpetrated  by  the  child  or  slave ;  but  subse- 
quently they  were  limited  to  injuries  by  a  slave  only  and  not  for 
injuries  by  a  child.     The  division  of  mixed   actions  which  is 
sometimes  made  as  being  partly  real  and  partly  personal  is  incor- 
rect.* 

§  42.  Judicium  a  non  auojudice  datum  miUiv^est  m(mientiy 
In  order  to  make  a  judgment,  sentence  or  decree,  there  must  be 
a  real  interest,  a  real  argument,  a  real  prosecution,  a  real  defense, 
a  real  decision.  Of  all  these  requisites  not  one  takes  place  in  the 
case  of  a  fraudulent  and  collusive  suit.  There  is  no  judge ;  but 
a  person,  invested  with  the  ensigns  of  a  judicial  ofiice,  is  misem- 
ployed in  listening  to  a  fictitious  cause  proposed  to  him ;  there  is 
no  party  litigating,  there  is  no  party  defendant,  no  real  interest 
brought  into  question.  It  is  the  decision  or  sentence  of  the  law, 
which  is  pronounced  by  a  judge  or  court  upon  matters  contained 
in  the  record  of  an  action  winch  has  been  prosecuted  or  litigated 
before  such  judge  or  court ;  and  the  final  proceeding  in  an  action 
at  law,  by  which  the  court  applies  the  law  to  the  particular  case 
presented  before  it,  and  specifically  grants  or.  denies  to  the 
plaintiff  the  remedy  which  he  has  sought  by  the  action ;  and  if 
the  defendant  sets  up  a  claim  by  way  of  afSrmative  relief,  claim^ 
or  defense,  such  right  is  also  determined  and  declared.  In  every 
action  which  is  prosecuted  to  its  final  termination,  the  litigant 
parties  present  to  the  court  the  facts  and  agreements  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  the  points  of  law  to  be  resolved ;  and  the  judgment 
is  the  result  of  a  full  determination  of  all  these  matters,  while  the 
judge  or  court  pronounces  the  decision  ;  it  is  the  decision  or  sen* 

>  Mackeldey's  Roman  Law,  %  208,  p.  175. 


EfiTOPPEL  BY  Record. 


85 


tence  of  the  law,  and  the  court  or  judge  is  the  mere  inBtrumeut 
for  expressing  the  determination  of  the  law. 

§  43.  The  definition  of  a  judgment  cannot  be  better  expressed 
than  is  done  by  Bracton,  as  follows  : 

^  ^  Bcienjd/ma  quod  jvdiovwnh  est  m  qtudibet  actione  trinus 
act^ua  trium  yerscma/rvmh  judAois^  viz,,  actariSj  <&  reiy  seeun- 
dum  quod  la/rge  aooipi  possvaU  htjyvsmodi  personm,  s.  quod  duo^ 
sifU  personoB  ad  imnus,  inter  qiuis  vestat/ur  oontentioj  <&  terUa 
persona,  ad  mn/n/us,  quijudicet^  aUoqudn  non  erit  judidwm,,  cum 
istm  permnm  mU  paHes  prmcipales  mjudicio,  sine  quHmajudi- 
dwm,  consistere  non  potest.    Judex  vero  sivejtcstitia?*itcs,  uti  d^t 
veritcUe,  <&  Veritas  judidi  m  trilms  consistit,  s.  vn  indiferenti 
4xmd  csqucM  persona/rum  susc^tione,  ut  legitv/r  m  Deuteronom/io, 
avdite  iUos,  <&  quod  justwmfewrit,  judicate  ;  si/oe  civis  sit  iste, 
sive  peregrim/as,  nuUa  erit  dista/ntia  persona/rum,  ita  pa/rvum 
audietis  ut  magnwrn,  nee  a^pietis  cujusqua/m  persona/m  qma 
Dei  judicium  est.    Item  m  eodem  Wyro  capiat  16,  nonaccipies 
jpersonami,  nsc  munera,  quia  rmmera  exccBcant,  (&c,,  ut  infra  de 
fustic.     Item  oonsistit  in  dUigenti  exammdtione,  wda  oportet 
Judicem  cuncta  rim/iri.    Hoc  intdUgens  Jdb^  a/it,  29.     Causa/m, 
guamfb  ignoTobamh,  dUigentis  si/tne  invesUgabam,  non  enim  dicit 
dUigenter  vd  dUigentmSy   vnvmo  diligentissime.     Debet  enim 
judex  p  exammiaiionem  de  dvhiis  facefre  oertum,  ai\d  de  creduU- 
tote  veritoitenhy  de  ignorantia  notitia  (&  notoriu^n,  svve  notitiam 
-de  ignoto.    Item  oonsistit  Veritas  judidi^  m  j'usta  sententioe  pro- 
lationey  <&  justa  ds  dUigenti  executdone,    ut  in  Deuteronomio 
XVI.     Juste  q  justum  est  psequeris,  ut  vivas^  i&  possideas  ter- 
ram,  quann  Dommus  Deas  datur  ^est  tibi.  Et  secundo  libro  Par- 
(Uipomendny  19,  uin  dioitur.   Videte  quid/aciaUs,  non  enim  homr 
inis  exercetis  judicivmfi  sed  Dei,  am,d  iUudidem  q  jvdica/veriMs,  in 
vos  redtmdabity  sit  timor  Domini  vobisoum^  and  cum  dildgetitia 
<Tuncta/acite.^^^ 


'  And  it  is  to  be  known  that  a  judg- 
ment is  in  each  action  a  threefold  act 
•of  three  personfl,  namely,  the  judge, 
the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant,  accord- 
ing to  what  may  be  loosely  said  of 
such  persons,  namely,  that  there  are 
two  persons  at  least  between  whom 
•the  contention  turns,  and  a  third  per- 


son, at  least,  who  is  to  judge;  otherwise 
there  will  not  be  a  judgment,  since 
these  persons  are  the  principal  parties 
in  a  judgment,  without  whom  a  judg- 
ment cannot  take  place.  But  a  judge 
or  a'juBtice  ought  to  use  truth,  and  the 
truth  of  a  judgment  consists  of  three 
things,  namely,  in  an  impartial  and 
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And  again : 

''  Ador  verd,  swe  sit  petens  sive  querens^  uti  debet  mtenUone^ 
JDooere  enim  debet^  c&  ratione  prcstendere^  quad  ipaum  ptineat 
actio,  cfe  qpars  esse  poasit  in  judioio,  ponere  eni/m  debet  cord  eoj 
qui  jus  dicturus  est,  intentione  sxuim,  <&  iUam,  funda/re  and 
p  hare.  Reus  vero  uti  debet  exceptione  <&  defensione,  secundum 
qibod  inferius  dicet plenvws?^^ 

^^  Oportet  eUa/m,  quod  iUe  quiijudicat,  ad  hoc  quod  rata  sint 

judida,  haheat  Jurisdictionem  ordinariojn  vd  ddegoita/m,  &  non 

sufficit  quod  jurisdAction&m  habea;t,  nisi  hdbeat  coertionem,  quod 

si  judicium  suum  executioni  dema/ndare  non  posset,  sic  essent 

judicia  delusoria.    Non  eni/m  habet  ordinariics  jurisdictdonem 

and  executions  in  om/ni  causa,  cd/m  jura  sint  separata  &  Jmd- 
ta;ta?'^ 


equal  acceptance  of  the  persons,  as  it 
is  read  in  Deuteronomy:  "  bear  them, 
and  judge  what  is  just/'  whether  he 
be  a  citizen  or  a  stranger,  there  shall 
be  no  distiuction  of  persons,  you  shall 
hear  the  lowly  equally  as  the  great; 
neither  shall  you  respect  the  person  of 
any  one,  because  it  is  the  judgment  of 
God.  Likewise,  in  the  same  book 
(chapter  16),  thou  shalt  not  respect 
persons,  neither  take  a  gift,  for  gifts 
blind  (the  eyes  ol  the  wise),  &c.,  as 
below  concerning  justices.  Likewise, 
it  consists  in  a  diligent  examination, 
for  a  judge  ought  to  search  out  eveiy 
thing.  Understanding  this,  Job  says 
(chapter  39):  "The  cause  which  I 
knew  not  I  searched  out  most  dili- 
gently," for  he  does  not  say  "dili- 
gently," or  "more  diligently,"  but 
"  most  diligently."  For  a  judge  ought 
by  examination  to  make  certainty  out 
of  doubtful  things,  truth  out  of  things 
believable,  knowledge  out  of  ignor- 
ance, things  well  known  out  of  things 
unknown.  Likewise,  the  truth  of  a 
judgment  consistB  in  the  just  pro- 
nouncement of  a  sentence  and  in  the 
just  and  diligent  execution  of  it,  a«  in 
Deuteronomy   (chapter  16):    "Thou 


shalt  pursue  justly  what  is  just,  that 
thou  mayest  live  and  possess  the  land 
which  the  Lord  thy  Gk>d  is  about  ta 
give  thee."  And  in  the  second  book 
of  the  Chronicles:  "  Take  heed  what 
you  do,  for  you  do  not  exercise  the 
judgment  of  man,  but  of  God,  and 
that  which  you  judge  the  same  shall 
redound  to  you;  let  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  be  with  you,  and  do  all  things 
with  diligence."  Bracton,  1.  8,  c.  viii. 
§  2.    De  Legibus  AnglisB. 

^  But  the  plaintiff,  whether  he  is  a 
petitioner  or  a  complainant,  ought  tc^ 
state  the  issue.  For  he  ought  to  show 
and  maintain  by  argument  that  he  hafr 
a  right  to  the  action,  and  that  he  may 
be  a  party  to  the  judgment,  for  he 
ought  to  set  forth  before  him  who  is 
to  give  judgment,  the  issue,  and  to* 
found  it  and  to  prove  it.  The  defen- 
dant, on  the  other  hand,  ought  to  state 
his  demurrer  and  his  defense,  accord- 
ing as  will  be  stated  more  fully  be- 
low." Bracton,  L  III.  c.  8,  §  8.  De 
Legibus  Anglise. 

'  It  is  requisite  also  that  he  who- 
judges,  in  order  that  his  judgments- 
should  be  ratified,  should  have  juris- 
diction, ordinary  or  delegated,  and  it. 
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JSat  autem  eorum  potestcta^  qi^  ex  qtu>  eia  oammiasa  est  causa 
una  velplureSj  Uoet  simplidter^  extenditur  eorum  juHsdid/io  ad 
omniay  sine  quibuseausa  terminari  non potest^  qtiantum  ad  jticU- 
cmm  et  executio'fvem  jucUcvi} 

§  44.  Burgnndus,  divides  judgments  (Sententia),  into  three 
classes :  1.  In  rem  /  2.  In  personam  y  3.  Mixed  in  rem  et  in 
personwm  "  Omnium  condemnationen  eumma  divisio,  pariter 
int/ria  genera  dedv^oiter  aut  einim  in  rem^  a/u,t  vn  personwm^  a/at 
in  t^amque  conoipkmtur.  In  rem,  quoties  aUcur  res^  asseritfu/r^ 
hoc  est  yus  esse  dAoitur  vd  jure  oreditoris^  a/ut  alio  mode  posso- 
de/ntfwr  datfwr.  In  personam,^  si  condemmJiMr  ad  aUquid  damdum 
aut  non/aciendumj  vd  si  pereonae  statui/n^  affidal.  In  utroffn* 
quBj  si  set  eSy  etpersonae  simal  in  condmrmoitionern  veniant.^^  The 
first  respects  things  either  the  proprietary  right  or  ownership,  or 
the  right  of  possession  of  a  creditor  or  some  other  right  or  title. 
The  second  respects  the  qnalitj,  state  br  condition  of  persons,  and 
pronounce  against  them  judgments  purely  personal  ad  dandum^ 
a/at  fadend/wm^  aut  non  faoiend/wm.  The  last  respects  both 
persons  and  things,  either  in  adjudging  the  property  to  one,  or 
pronouncing  against  him  a  personal  judgment  for  the  benefit  of 
the  other  and  adjudging  the  other  to  make  restitution  of  the 
profits  to  him,  so  that  it  is  the  title  of  the  action  which  charac- 
terizes it.* 

§  45.  In  regard  to  their  conclusiveness,  judgments  may  be 
divided  into  two  classes  : 

1.  Judgments  in  rem, 

2.  Judgments  inperaona/m  or  inter  partes^ 

An  adjudication  upon  the  status  of  a  particular  person  has  as 


Is  not  Bufficient  that  he  have  Jurisdic- 
tion unless  he  has  coercive  power,  for 
if  he  cannot  carry  his  Judgment  into 
«zecation,  his  judgment  would  be 
illusory.  For  a  Judge  ordinary  has 
not  the  Jurisdiction  and  the  power  to 
•enforce  it  in  every  case,  since  rights 
are  separated  and  limited.  Bracton, 
1.  III.  c.  8,  g  4.  De  Legibus  Anglisa. 
I  But  their  power  is,  that  from  the 
time  when  a  cause,  one  or  more,  has 
been  committed  to  them,  although 
singly,  their  Jurisdiction  is  extended 


to  aU  things,  without  which  the  cause 
cannot  be  determined,  as  far  as  regards 
the  Judgment  and  the  execution  of  the 
Judgment."  Bracton,  1.  IIL  c.  10,  § 
8.    De  Legibus  Anglise. 

»  BouUenois  Obs.  25  P.  601,  602. 

*  Duchess  of  Kingston  case,  20 
Howell,  St.  T.  478;  Earl  of  Bandon  v. 
Beecber,  8  Ola.  &  F.  510;  Reg.  v.  In- 
habitants, 4  E.  &  B.  780;  Cammell  v. 
Sewell,  3  H.  &  N.  617;  Simpson  v. 
Fogo.  20  L.  J.  Ch.  657;  Castrique  v. 
Imrie,  8  C.  B.  N.  S.  405. 
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conclusive  an  effect  as  an  estoppel  as  a  jadgment  or  decree  in  remy 
which  is  an  adjudication  upon  the  status  of  a  particular  inanimate 
thing ;  that  renders  the  thing  ip%of(usto^  what  it  declares  it  to  be. 

In  regard  to  both  these  classes  of  judgments,  one  important 
fact  or  principle  must  not  be  overlooked,  and  that  is,  that  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  its  own  existence,  the  production  of  a  record; 
is  conclusive  upon  the  whole  world  ;*  the  record  of  the  judg- 
ment is  generally  produced  in  evidence,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  the  fact  of  its  own  existence,  but  for  that  of  conclude 
ing  some  party  upon  the  point  adjudicated ;  and  here  arises  the 
distinction  above  adverted  to,  between  judgments  in  rem  and 
judgments  inter  partes ;  the  former  having  this  conclusive  effect, 
the  effect  of  the  latter  being  much  more  limited. 

§  46.  There  are  numerous  legal  questions  that  arise  from  the 
simple  fact  that  there  has  been  a  judgment  rendered  in  an  action 
by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  Xi  may  constitute  part  of 
a  title,  or  be  used  to  show  that  a  controversy  has  been  adjudi- 
cated, or  as  a  means  of  letting  in  certain  testimony  used  on  a 
former  trial,  or  in  justification  of  proceedings  in  execution  of  the 
judgment,  or  to  entitle  a  partner  to  contribution,  or  for  any  pur- 
pose to  which  a  judgment  is  properly  applicable,  while  a  judg- 
ment against  one  man  is  generally  no  evidence  against  another* 
Yet,  where  A.  sues  B.  for  negligence  as  his  agent,  he  can  prove 
the  consequences  of  the  negligence  to  himself,  by  producing  the 
record  of  a  judgment  against  him  by  a  third  party ;  the  record  in 
such  caseiB  is  evidence  as  to  the  amount  of  damages,  but  not  as  to 
the  fact  of  the  injury.* 

§  47.  Justinian  says :'  "  Item^  sijudioio  tecv/m,  nctumfuerit^ 
sive  in,  rem^evoei/npersoncmi;  nihilomimis  chUgatio  d/urat ;  eb 
idea  ipsojv/re  de  eadem  repostea  adA)eTSfaB  te  agi  potest  sed  debee 
per  exceptuyfiem  rei  judioatae  ddjt^a/riy  In  order  to  be  pro- 
tected by  a  former  judgment  upon  the  plea  of  reajudicatay  there 
must  be  a  union  of  several  essential  elements.  1.  The  judgment 
must  be  a  final  judgment  of  condemnation  or  acquittal.    2.  It 

>  Ansley  v.  Carlos,  9  Ala.  078;  4  T.  R  690;  Rex  v.  Hebden,  Bullers 
Maple  y.  Beach,  48  Ind.  51;  Dorrell  K.  P,  281;  Pritchardv.  Hitchcock,  ^ 
V.  State,  88  Ind.  867.  M.  &  G.  151;  Tyler  v.  Ulmer,  12  Mass. 

*  Gteen  v.  New  River  R  R  Co.,  J.     166. 

>  Lib.  4,  t  18,  §  10. 
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mnst  be  a  valid  jadgment.  3.  It  must  be  a  judgment  on  the 
merits.'  Re^  jucUoatas  dioUur  quae  jm&m,  controveraiaruTrh 
jn'imimciatiane  jitdicis  aocipiij  quod  vd  condenmaUone  vd  ah/iol- 
utione  oantiihgit,  Interlocutorj  judgments  or  orders  cannot  have 
the  effect  of  res  judicable  for  the  reason  that  they  do  not  dis- 
pose of  or  terminate  the  cause.' 

§  48.  Judgments  and  decrees  having  the  authority  of  res 
judicatm  are  first,  those  rendered  in  courts  of  final  or  last 
resort ;  or,  those  against  which  an  appeal  is  not  allowed, 
either  because  of*some  statutory  provision  fixing  the  amount 
in  controversy  from  which  an  appeal  is  allowable,  as  in  the 
United  States  courts,  where  no  case  involving  less  than  five 
thousand  dollai-s  is  i*eviewable  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  or  cases  in  which  the  parties  have  failed  to 
procure  and  perfect  their  appeal  within  the  statutory  time 
allowed.  Second,  where  the  parties  have  acquiesced  in  the  judg- 
ment or  voluntarily  satisfied  it.  Judgments  and  decrees  of  all 
courts  whose  proceedings  are  reviewable  by  an  appellate  tribunal 
have  the  force  and  effect  of  res  jvdicatcB  when  rendered ;  that 


>  Lampon  v.  Eedgwin,  1  Mod.  907; 
Hitchin  v.  Campbell,  2  W.  Bl.  779; 
R  V.  Sheen.  8  C.  &  P.  684;  R.  v. 
Clark,  1  B.  &  B.  478;  R  v.  Vander- 
comb,  2  Lea,  708;  Green  ▼.  Clark,  12 
N.  Y.  848;  Weathered  v.  Mays,  4  Tex. 
887;  Witcher  v.  Oldham,  4  Sneed, 
220;  Houston  v.  Musgrove,  85  Tex. 
690;  Taylor  v.  Larkin,  12  Mo.  108; 
Dwyer  v.  Goran,  29  Iowa,  126;  Crea- 
ger  v.  Walker,  7  Bush,  1 ;  Vaughn  v. 
O'Brien.  57  Barb.  491 ;  Allison  v.  Hess, 
28  Iowa,  88;  Spicer  v.  U.  S.,  5  Ct.  of 
Claims,  84;  Howard  v.  Kimball,  65 
Me.  308;  Cook  v.  Burnley,  45  Tex.  97; 
Whittaker  v.  Bramson,  2  Paine,  209; 
Clark  V.  Young,  1  Cranch,  181;  Birch 
▼.  Funk,  2  Met.  544;  Stevens  v.  Dun- 
ham, 1  Black,  56;  Griffin  v.  Seymour, 
15  Iowa,  80;  Kendall  v.  Talbot,  1  A. 
K.  Marsh.  821;  People  v.  Barrett,  1 
John.  66;  McDonald  v.  Rainor,  8  John. 
442;  Heikes  r.  Commonwealth,  26  Pa. 


518;  Hoover  v.  Mitchell,  26  Gratt 
887;  Whitely  v.  SUte,  88  Ga.  50;  Wal- 
ler  V.  State,  40  Ala.  825;  Wells  y. 
Moore,  49  Mo.  229;  Vcrheimv.  Strick- 
bcin,  57  Mo.  826;  Shelbrina  v.  Parker, 
58  Mo.  827;  Durant  v.  Essex  Co.,  7 
WaU.  107;  Hull  V.  Blake,  18  Mass. 
155;  Morton  v.  Sweetzer,  12  Allen,  134; 
Sweigert  v.  Berk,  8  8.  &  R  805; 
Kauffelt  V.  Bauer,  9  W.  &  S.  98; 
Haws  V.  Tiemaii,  55  Pa.  192;  Gumey 
V.  Seeley,  66  Dl.  500;  McFarland  ▼. 
Cushman,  21  Wis.  400;  Houston  t. 
Musgrove,  85  Tex.  694;  Wixom  v. 
Stevens,  17  Mich.  518. 

*  Rankin  y.  Barnes,  5  Bush,  20 ; 
Hughes  y.  Blake,  1  Mason,  515  ;  Estill 
y.  Taull,  2  Ycrg.  467  ;  New  England, 
&c.  Co.  y.  Lewis,  8  Pick.  118 ;  Ford 
y.  Doyle,  44  Cal.  635 ;  but  see  Dayis 
y.  Deming,  12  W.  Va.  246,  where  it 
is,  after  the  term,  when  it  settles  part 
of  a  cause. 
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is,  they  give  the  party  in  whose  favor  they  are  rendered  a  light 
to  enforce  them  by  execution,  and  until  reversed  by  some  tri- 
bunal having  such  power,  or  superseded,  as  provided  by  law, 
they  are  final  and  conclusive ;  but  when  the  time  for  appeal  has 
expired,  or  the  party  fails  to  stay  execution,  it  is  a  final  judg- 
ment.*   So  when  a  party  acquiesces  in  a  judgpnent,  as  by  making 
payment,  he  waives  his  right  of  appeal  and  can  not  question  the 
judgment.     The  voluntary  execution  of  a  judgment  is  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  its  being  acquiesced  in.   A  judgment  not  strictly 
and  technically  coming  within  the  rule  of  rA  jvdicatCB  can  not 
be  attacked  or  questioned  by  a  party  who  has  voluntarily  acqui- 
esced m  it.     It  has  the  eflEect  of  res  judlcatcB.     This  principle' 
may  be  illustrated  by  a  late  case.     Plaintiff  was  convicted  and 
fined  for  a  violation  of  a  city  ordinance.    He  paid  his  fine.  Heldj 
that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  ask  for  a  i*eview  of  the  proceed- 
ing, having  voluntarily  paid  his  fine.     The  court  say  :  "  There  are 
ceitain  rules  which  all  courts  recognize.     For  example :  unless 
it  is  made  to  appear  that  the  plaintiff  may  suffer  injury  in  case 
of  non-intervention  by  the  court,  there  is  no  ground  for  the  rem- 
edy by  certiorari,'*  and  it  must  also  appear  that  he  has  some  sub- 
stantial interest  in  the  subject  matter,^  and  that  there  is  some- 
thing material  to  be  accomplished — something  on  which  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  can  act  effectively  and  work  advantage  to  the 
plaintiff.     If  the  state  of  the  case  is  such  that  the  contention 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  speculative,  and  no  rights  of  the  par- 
ties can  be  changed  in  point  of  law,  it  is  not  incumbent  on  the 
court  to  formulate  opinions.'    Our  observations  would  be  mere 
dictaj  and  unauthoritative.    Passing  to  the  return  made  to  the 
certiorari^  which  must  be  regarded  as  conclusive,*  we  find  that 
plaintiff,  being  charged  with  having  disobeyed  the  ordinance, 
was  convicted  on  his  plea  of  guilty,  and  simply  fined  five  dollars, 
without  costs,  and  that  he  immediately  satisfied  the  judgment  by 
paying  the  fine.     He  voluntarily  submitted  to  the  conviction  and 

>  Lawton  v.  Green,  64  N.  Y.  826  ;  »  Davison  v.  Otis,  24  Mich.  23. 

Bray  v.  Poillon,  4  T.  &  C.  663 ;  Noble  *  Golden  v.  Botte,  12  Wend.  234. 

V.  Powell.  20  La.  Ann.  121.  »  People  v.  PhUlips,  67  N.  Y.  582 ; 

«  Canal    Company    v.  Lizardi,   20  People  v.  Walter,  68  N.  Y.  403. 

La.  Ann.  286  ;  Jamison  v.  New  Or-  •  People  v.  Fire  Commissioners,  78 

leans,  12  La.  Ann.  840.  N.  Y.  437. 
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•discharged  the  entire  penalty  withoat  the  award  of  process/ 
Nothing  remained  in  which  the  plaintiff  could  have  legal  inter- 
-est,  or  anything  which  conld  be  affected  practically  by  any  jndg- 
ment  or  certiorari.  An  order  of  reversal  would  be  a  fruitless 
thing.'  The  voluntary  payment  of  the  money  being  conclusive 
proof  of  the  party's  acquiescence  in  the  judgment,  there  was 
nothing  to  appeal  from,  and  the  judgment  being  unappealable  it 
is  final,  and  therefore  reajvdicata.  Ad  Sohitionem  dUationem 
j^etentem  acquiemsse  aententiaemanifeste  Prdbatur.^'* 

§  49.  Among  the  various  classes  of  judgments  which  have  the 
force  and  effect  of  estoppel  or  res  judicata  there  are  many  which 
are  not  rendered  after  a  trial  by  a  court  or  upon  the  verdict  of  a 
jnry ;  yet  they  are  accorded  the  same  effect  as  though  rendered 
after  contest  or  upon  verdicts  or  findings  by  courts.  Among  this 
class  may  be  placed  judgments  by  agreement  or  consent,  by  con- 
fession, by  default,  and  also  judgments  confirming  awards,  re- 
ports of  referees,  or  decrees  upon  reports  of  masters.  A  judg- 
ment on  an  award  is  to  all  intents  exactly  of  the  same  force  as  a 
judgment  on  a  verdict.'  So  a  report  of  a  referee,  master,  &c., 
which  has  been  confirmed  by  the  court  to  which  it  is  made.* 
Orders  of  courts,  when  entered  of  record,  are  conclusive,  and 
affidavits  to  the  contrary  are  inadmissible.' 

§  50.  A  judgment  by  confession  or  default  is  conclusive  evi- 
dence between  the  parties^  of  all  the  facts  alleged  in  the  com- 
plaint necessary  to  make  out  the  cause  of  action,  and  of  all  the 
legal  principles  necessarily  applied  in  order  to  entitle  the  plaintiff 
to  recover  on  the  facts  alleged,"  and  is  binding  as  res  adjtidicata. 
It  is  held  that  a  judgment  confessed  by  a  husband  in  favor  of  his 


I  Wood  V.  Ck>lTin,  2  HiU,  566  ;  Craft 
V.  Merrill,  14  N.  T.  466. 

« Lcavitt  V.  People,  20  Alb.  L.  J. 
418  ;  Carver  v.  U.  S.,  Ill  U.  8.  609. 

»  Whitlock  V.  Crew,  28  Ga.  289  ; 
8helbina,  &c.  Ass.  v.  Parker,  68  Mo. 
827 ;  Taylor  v.  Sindall,  84  Md.  88 ; 
LoweDStein  v.  Mclntosb,  87  Barb.  251. 

*  Jordan  v.  Volkenning,  72  N.  Y. 
800  ;  Leavitt  v.  Dabney,  40  How.  Pr. 
.276 ;  Hotcbkiss  y.  Piatt,  7  Hun,  67; 
Axmoiy   v.  Armory,   26  Wis,   162 ; 


Bruner  v.  Bamsburg,  48  Md.  660  ; 
Enowles  v.  Joost,  18  Cal.  620  ;  Dun- 
bar V.  Bittle,  27  Wis.  143  ;  Hunter  v. 
Stonebunne,  12  C.  L.  N.  42. 

»  Kemper  v.  Waverly,  81  111.  278. 

•  White  v.  Merritt,  7  N.  Y.  862 ; 
Newton  v.  Hook,  48  N.  Y.  676;  Guest 
v.  Brooklyn,  79  N.  Y.  624;  Ackley  v. 
Westervelt,  86  N.  Y.  448  ;  Davies  v. 
Mayor,  98  N.  Y.  260  ;  Coolbaugh  v. 
Roomer,  80  Minn.  424  ;  Hartson  v. 
Bhanklin,  67  Cal.  668 ;   Goodrich  v. 
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wife  is  void.*  Tet  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  a  valid 
judgment  may  be  thus  rendered  in  favor  of  a  wife  for  a  debt 
created  in  good  faith.  The  burden  of  establishing  the  bon^  fide^ 
of  the  transaction  is  upon  the  wife  in  the  same  manner  and  to 
the  same  extent  as  if  the  action  were  a  contested  one  by  the  de- 
fendant. There  is  no  difierence  in  legal  effect  between  a  judg> 
ment  confessed  or  for  want  of  appearance  or  plea  and  a  judgment 
on  the  verdict  of  a  jury. 

§  51.  When  a  matter  in  controversy  between  parties  has  been 
submitted  to  a  competent  judicial  tribunal,  its  decision  thereon  is 
final  between  the  parties  until  it  has  been  reversed,  set  aside,  or 
vacated  ;  and  the  rule  of  re%  adjvdiccUa  applies  not  only  to  the 
judgments  of  courts,  but  to  all  judicial  determinations,  whether 
made  by  courts  in  ordinary  actions  or  in  summary  or  special  pro- 
ceedings, or  by  judicial  officers  in  matters  properly  submitted  for 
their  determination.  It  applies  not  only  to  judgments  rendered 
after  a  litigation  of  the  matter  in  controversy,  but  to  judgments 
rendered  upon  default  or  confession.*    It  is  said  that  res  adjvdi- 


Hunton,  81  La.  Ann.  582  ;  Bull  v. 
Rowe,  13  S.  G.  355;  Umfried  v.  Hebe- 
ler,  68  Ind.  67;  Dean  v.  Thacher,  82  N. 
J.  L.  476  ;  Dunn  v.  Pipes,  20  La.  Ann. 
276  ;  Derby  v.  Jacques,  1  Cliff.  425  ; 
Burcliett  v.  Casady,  18  Iowa,  341  ; 
Qrace  v.  Martin,  47  Ala.  135  ;  Bock 
V.  Leighton,  1  Salk.  810  ;  Barney  v. 
Ooff,  1  Chip.  304 ;  Craig  v.  Alston,  1 
K.  Conct.  123  ;  Green  v.  Hamilton, 
16  Md.  317 ;  Bradford  v.  Bradford,  6 
Conn.  127 ;  Bush  v.  Ewer,  8tr. 
1043  ;  Mathews  y.  Lewis,  1  Anst.  7  ; 
Middleton  v.  Hill,  Cro.  Eliz.  588; 
Troxel  ▼.  Clark,  9  Iowa,  201  ;  Ellis 
V.  Mills,  25  Tex.  384  ;  Scott  v.  Nes- 
bitt,  2  Bro.  641 ;  Fletcher  v.  Holmes, 
25  Ind.  488  ;  Sterrett  v.  Easter,  1  Ala. 
404 ;  Weikel  v.  Long,  55  Pa.  238 ; 
Kirby  v.  Fitzgerald,  81  N.  Y.  417 ; 
Scoch  V.  Foreman,  2  Brews.  157 ; 
Bank  v.  Hopkins,  2  Dana,  895  ;  Hope- 
town  y.  Ramsay,  1  Bell  App.  C.  69  ; 
Whittaker  y.  Bramson,  2  Paine,  209  ; 
Sherman  y.  Christy,  17  Iowa,  322  ; 


Brown  y.  Mayor,  66  N.  Y.  885 ;  Oatea 
y.  Preston,  41  N.  Y.  118 ;  North  v. 
Mudge,  13  Iowa,  496  ;  Fvanklin  y. 
Btagg,  22  Mo.  198;  Twogood  y. 
Elliott,  22  Iowa,  548  ;  Snow  y.  How 
ard,  35  Barb.  55 ;  Anderson  y.  Kim- 
brough,  5  Cold.  260  ;  Secnst  y.  Zim- 
merman, 55  Pa.  446 ;  Neusbaum  y. 
Keim,  24  N.  Y.  825  ;  Sheldon  y. 
Stryker,  34  Barb.  116  ;  State  y.  Man- 
gum,  6  Ired.  369  ;  Cannon  v.  Hemp- 
hill. 7  Tex.  184  ;  Fletcher  y.  Holmes, 
25  Ind.  458  ;  Hillsborough  y.  Kichols, 
46  N.  H.  879  ;  Richmond.  &g.  Co.  y. 
Shippen,  2  P.  <&  H.  327  ;  Allanson 
y.  Stark,  9  A.  &  E.  255  ;  Chamberlain 
y.  Preble,  11  AUen,  870. 

^  Countz  y.  Markliug,  80  Ark. 
17. 

»  Gates  y.  Preston,  41  N.  Y.  113 ; 
Newton  y.  Houck,  48  N.  Y.  676; 
Brown  y.  Mayor,  66  N.  Y.  890 ;  Bel- 
linger  y.  Craique,  81  Barb.  634; 
White  y.  Merritt,  7  N.  Y.  852  ;  Smith 
y.  Hemstreet,  54  N.  Y.  644. 


Estoppel  by  Reoobd.  4^ 

eata  is  the  decision  of  the  court  upon  a  contested  matter  between 
the  parties ;  that  when  a  judgment  or  decree  is  rendered  hj 
consent  or  is  the  result  of  a  compromise  it  cannot  be  admitted  a 
res  adjvdicdta^  This  doctrine  cannot  be  sound  on  principle ;  it 
abrogates  at  one  stroke  the  maxim,  '^  quod  nemo  lis  vexari  debet 
si  constat  curies  quod  sitjn^o  und  et  eadem  causa?^  If  A  brings, 
an  action  on  a  note  and  mortgage  against  B,  alleging  several  causes- 
of  forfeiture,^— such  ^  non-payment  of  interest,  taxes,  insurance, 
and  principal, — and  B,  after  being  properly  served  with  summons, 
goes  into  court  and  confesses  judgment  for  the  whole  amount 
claimed,  or  consents  to  a  judgment  on  the  note  and  a  decree  of 
foreclosure  on  the  mortgage,  or  fails  to  plead,,  and  judgment  is 
rendered  for  want  of  plea,  execution  is  issued,  and  the  property 
is  sold :  is  A  entitled  to  commence  another  action  on  the  sam& 
note  and  mortgage  for  any  deficiency,  alleging  the  same  breaches, 
and  recover  the  same  amount,  simply  for  the  reason  that  the 
former  judgment  and  decree  was  not  rendered  after  a  contest, 
and  the  amount  found  to  be  due  was  not  found  by  a  jury  ?— can  a 
cause  of  action,  after  being  merged  in  a  judgment,  be  again  sued 
upon  and  merged  into  as  many  judgments  as  a  plaintiff  chooses 
to  ask  for,  simply  on  the  ground  that  the  defendant,  by  consent- 
ing to  judgment,  does  not  give  a  court  or  jury  an  opportunity 
to  decide  and  adjudge  what  he  confesses  and  consents  may  be 
decided  and  adjudged  against  him }  When  an  action  is  commenced 
by  filing  a  complaint  and  the  issue  of  a  summons  and  a  service 
upon  the  defendant,  every  step  thereafter  taken  in  the  cause  is 
judicial.  The  suit  cannot  be  dismissed  or  disposed  of  without  a 
judgment  of  some  kind.  It  may  be  dismissed  without ^^W^<?«, 
but  this  is  a  judgment  rendered  by  the  court.  So  is  a  judgment 
confessed  or  rendered  by  consent.  It  is  the  act  of  the  court,  just 
as  much  as  if  it  was  rendered  after  a  hotly  contested  trial  or  upon 
the  verdict  of  a  jury;  that  litigation  is  ended  for  all  time, 
whether  ended  by  consent  or  by  contest.  It  is  not  the  judgment 
that  creates  the  estoppel ;  it  is  not  the  recovery  that  creates  the 
res  adjudicata^  but  the  matter  aUeged  by  the  party  on  which  the 
recovery  proceeds^  that  creates  the  estoppel.  No  matter  whether 
the  recovery  is  by  consent,  default,  confession,  or  after  a  contest 

1  Wadhams  v.  Gay,  78  HL  415. 
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before  a  coart  and  jury,  or,  if  upon  demurrer,  a  judgment  is  ren- 
dered by  the  court  upon  a  cause  of  action,  the  matter  alleged^ 
that  judgment  is^i  judicial  act  on  the  merits  between  competent 
parties,  and  merges  that  cause  of  action.  It  ends  litigation  as  to 
the  matter  alleged,  and  is  a  bar,  a  thing  adjydica/ted^  an  estoppel 
to  all  future  litigation  on  the  same  matter  or  cause  of  action 
alleged  by  the  plaintiff  and  admitted  by  the  defendant.  If  a 
judgment  by  consent  can  be  distinguished  from  one  after  a  trial; 
if  a  court  can  say  it  is  not  final  and  conclusive  because  it  was 
•consented  to,  there  is  certainly  no  reason  why  a  court  cannot  say 
that  a  judgment  of  affirmance  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  rendered  by  consent  of  parties,  is  not  rea  jvdir 
^ata,  but  that  the  parties  can  relitigate  the  same  question  as  often 
as  the  plaintiff  sees  fit  and  the  defendant  consents.  If  this  is  the 
rule,  how  often  shall  a  man  be  vexed  for  the  same  cause,  and 
when  will  there  be  an  end  to  litigation  ? 

§  52.  When  judgment  is  taken  by  default,  the  adjudication 
will  be  conclusive  of  the  existence  and  validity  of  the  right  or 
•demand  for  which  the  suit  is  brought.* 

A  judgment  by  default  regularly  entered  is  as  binding  as 
any  other,  so  far  as  respects  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  in  declaring  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover,  though 
in  some  cases  the  amount  to  be  recovered  must  be  afterwards 
ascertained  by  a  jury.*  Such  a  judgment  in  an  action  to  recover 
a  payment  of  interest  due  on  a  promissory  pote,  where  process 
was  personally  served  and  the  defendant  appeared,  but  did  not 


^  Fagg  Y.  Clements,  16  Cal.  889; 
Mailhouse  v.  Inloes,  18  Md.  838; 
■Green  v.  Hamilton.  16  Md.  817; 
Minor  v.  Walter,  17  Mass.  237;  Bru- 
magin  v.  Ambrose,  48  Cal.  866;  Whit- 
taker  y.  Bramson,  2  Paine  C.  C.  209; 
Longv.  Wortham,  4  Tex.  881;  Stur- 
tevant  v.  Milwaukee,  &c.  R.  R.,  11 
Wis.  63;  Doyle  v.  Hallam,  21  Minn. 
m5;  Newton  v.  Hook,  68  N.  Y.  676; 
Gatling  v.  House,  66  N.  C.  874;  Loney 
y.  Bailey,  43  Md.  10;  Rock  v.  Leigh- 
ion,  1  Balk.  810;  Yonkers,  &c.,  Co., 
v.  Bishop,    1    Daly,  449;    Kelsey  v. 


Ward,  16  Abb.  P.  98;PoweM  v.  Witty, 
49  Ba,rb.  166;  White  y.  Coatsworth,  6 
N.  Y.  187;  Supervisors  v.  Briggs,  2 
Denio,  26;  Demarest  y.  Darg,  82  N. 
Y.  281;  Diinn  v.  Pipes,  20  La.  Ann. 
276;  Brown  v.  Mayor,  66  K  Y.  885; 
Derby  y.  Jacques,  1  Cliff.  425;  Gates  y. 
Preston,  41  N.  Y.  118;  Newton  v. 
Houck,  48  N.  Y.  176;  Sten-et  v.  Kas- 
tor,  87  Ala.  866;  Ellis  y.  Miller,  28 
Tex.  584;  Fletcher  y.  Holmes,  25  Ind. 
458;  Grace  y.  Martin,  47  Ala.  185; 
Wolf  y.  Van  Metre,  24  la.  341 ;  Guth- 
rie y.  Howard,  32  Iowa,  54. 
<  Mailhouse  y.  Inloes,  18  Md.  828. 
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answer,  is  conclnsive  against  a  defense  of  iif^ury  interposed  in  an 
action  between  the  same  parties,  brought  to  recover  the  princi- 
pal of  snch  note.*  Those  facts  only  which  are  set  forth  in  the 
petition  are  taken  to  be  proved  or  confessed,  and  a  judgment  bj 
default  is  as  conclusive  against  a  married  woman  as  if  she  were 
unmarried. 

But  this  conclusive  effect  must  be  limited  to  tne  matters 
averred  or  set  forth  in  the  complaint  or  petition  and  nothing 
more.  Thus,  where  A  brought  an  action  for  partition :  A  claimed 
title  to  an  undivided  third  of  certain  real  estate,  as  widow  of  a 
former  husband,  R,  who  died  in  1864,  A  and  three  children- 
survived  R.  A  mortgage  had  been  foreclosed  against  the  real 
estate  in  suit  in  1866,  A  having  been  made  a  party  to  the  fore- 
closure suit  and  been  defaulted.  She  showed  in  her  complaint 
that  she  had  never  joined  in  the  mortgage.  The  property  was 
purchased  by  the  appellant,  U,  at  sheriff's  sale  under  the  decree 
of  foreclosure.  A  had  judgment,  in  her  favor  in  the  court  below. 
On  appeal  from  that  judgment,  the  court,  in  aflSrming  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  below,  said  :  "  Was  A  estopped  by  the  judg- 
ment of  foreclosure,  to  which  she  was  a  defendant,  from  setting 
up  her  claim  as  the  widow  of  R  to  the  land  in  controversy  ?  It 
was  not  alleged  in  the  foreclosure  proceedings  that  she  had 
joined  in  the  execution  of  the  mortgage,  nor  that  the  mortgage 
was  given  to  secure  the  purchase  money  of  the  mortgaged  lands ; 
nor  was  any  other  fact  stated  tending  to  negative  her  claim  to 
such  land  as  widow  of  the  deceased  mortgagor.  It  was  not  even 
averred  or  shown  in  that  complaint  that  she  was  the  widow  of 
such  mortgagor,  the  only  allegation  being  that  she  and  her  chil- 
dren were  heirs,  etc.  A  widow  is  an  heir  of  her  deceased  hus- 
band only  in  a  special  and  limited  sense,  and  not  in  the  general 
sense  in  which  that  term  is  usually  used  and  understood.  When 
A  made  default  in  the  action  of  foreclosure  nothing  was  taken 
against  her  as  confessed,  nor  could  have  been,  which  was  not 
alleged  in  the  complaint ;  and  as  nothing  was  alleged  hostile 
to  her  claim  as  widow,  it  follows  that  nothing  concerning  her 
claim  as  such  widow  was  concluded  against  her  by  the  judg- 
ment of  f oredcsure. 

>  Newton  v.  Hook,  48  N.  Y.  676. 
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A  judgment  by  default  is  conclasive  of  all  that  is  properly 
alleged  in  the  complaint,  and  nothing  more/ 

Snch  judgment  can  not  be  collaterally  impeached.  Thus  a 
-defendant  upon  whom  process  has  been  properly  served  and  who 
^as  been  defaulted  and  arrested  on  a  valid  execution,  can  not  be 
allowed  to  show  at  the  hearing  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  that  he 
is  not  the  true  defendant,  whose  name  he  bears.  Thus  the 
petitioner  was  served  with  notice  to  appear  and  defend  the 
action  in  the  Superior  Court,  founded  on  a  replevin  bond. 
The  allegation  in  the  declaration  was  that  the  defendants  exe- 
<;uted  and  delivered  the  bond,  and  that  there  had  been  breach  of 
the  condition.  If  the  petitioner  had  seen  fit  to  do  so,  he  could 
have  appeared  in  that  suit,  denied  the  allegations  in  the  declara- 
tion, and  tried  the  issue  whether  he  executed  the  bond  or  not,  as 
well  as  the  question  of  the  breach  of  the  condition.  He  elected 
not  to  do  so,  and  made  default.  This  was  an  admission  of  the 
truth  of  the  matters  set  up  in  the  declaration  of  so  deliberate  and 
solemn  a  character  that  he  cannot  be  heard  in  denial  of  it  so  long 
as  the  judgment  rendered  in  that  suit  remains  unreversed.  This 
is  so  familiar  law  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  cite  cases  in  support  of 
the  position.  It  follows  that,  when  suit  was  brought  on  that 
judgment,  he  was  not  permitted  to  impeach  it  by  showing  that  he 
did  not  in  fact  execute  the  bond.  His  arrest  on  the  execution 
issued  on  the  second  judgment  was  merely  a  proceeding  in  the 
exercise  of  the  rights  of  the  creditor,  to  enforce  collection  of  the 
judgment  debt,  and  it  is  not  competent  for  the  petitioner  to  im- 
peach collaterally  a  judgment  by  evidence  which  it  was  incompe- 
tent for  him  to  introduce  at  the  trial  of  the  suit  in  which  the 
judgment  was  rendered.  There  was  no  mistake  on  his  part,  no 
fraud  upon  him,  no  false  testimony  used  to  obtain  the  original 
judgment ;  and  even  if  it  was  otherwise,  the  original  was  valid 
against  him  till  reversed  ;  and  no  defense  would  be  <)pen  to  him 
founded  on  facts  which  existed  before  it  was  rendered,  nor  could 
«uch  facts  avail  him  in  equity  more  than  at  law.'  It  is  only 
when  the  prisoner  has  been  placed  in  custody  as  the  ^sult  of 
proceedings  before  a  tribunal  which  had  no  jurisdiction,  so  that 

1  Amfried  v.  Heberer,  68  Ind.  67.        Boet.  &  Wor.  R.  R  Go.  v.  Sparhawk, 
'  Sheldon  t.  KendaU,  7  Cush.  217;     1  AUen,  448;  O'Shaughnessy  v.  Bax- 
ter. 121  Haas.  516. 
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jto  judgment  is  void,  that  he  is  entitled  to  his  discharge  on  JuAeaa 

§  53.  No  irregnlarity  in  the  confession  of  a  judgment  can  be 
taken  advantage  of  in  a  collateral  proceeding.  It  is  as  conclusive 
iis  though  rendered  after  litigation  upon  a  verdict,'  and  is  a  bar  to 
a  writ  of  error.*  If  a  party  confesses  judgment  against  himself  in 
A  particular  character  he  is  estopped  from  subsequently  denying 
that  character  ;^  if  he  omits  to  plead  or  give  in  evidence  payments, 
or  fails  to  set  up  any  defense,  such  as  usury,  which  existed  prior  to 
«Qch  confession,  he  is  concluded  by  such  judgment :  it  is  resjvdi- 
oata,^  Usurious  interest,  included  in  the  amount  of  a  judgment 
confessed,  cannot  be  recovered  back  after  the^  judgment  has  been 
paid  by  the  defendant  in  full.  Thus,  where  W.  borrowed  a  sum 
of  money  from  H.,  and  gave  H.  a  judgment  note  for  the  amount 
of  the  loan  and  usurious  interest  on  it,  and  judgment  was  en- 
tered on  the  note,  which  was  afterwards  paid  by  W.  in  full :  in 
an  action  by  W.  to  recover  back  the  usurious  interest  he  was  not 
allowed  to,  for  the  reason  that  the  matter  was  res  judicata.  But 
the  debtor  is  not  concluded  from  suing  on  a  counter-claim.  He 
is  not  bound  to  present  it  as  a  set-off  in  the  first  suit.  If  the 
plaintiff  gives  a  credit  in  his  statement,  and  upon  such  statement 
the  confession  is  made,  and  subsequently  the  defendant  sues  the 
plaintiff  for  a  cause  identical  in  name  with  the  credit  allowed  in 
the  first  suit,  the  burden  is  on  him  to  show  that  it  was  not  in- 
<5lnded  in  the  first  action.'  Where  one  of  several  defendants 
<M>nfe88es  judgment  which  is  accepted  by  the  plaintiff,  it  is  a  bar 


>  Gorman  in,  re,  124  Mass.  190. 

*  Twogood  Y.  Elliott,  23  Iowa,  648; 
Hopkins  v.  Howard,  12  Tex.  7;  (Good- 
win v.  Mix,  88  111.  115;  Clive  v. 
Cramp,  11  Ind.  125;  Jackson  y.  Tifft, 
15  Ga.  557;  Plummer  v.  Douglas,  14 
Iowa,  69;  Bheldonv.  Stryker,  34  Barb. 
116;  Shufeldt  ▼.  Shufeldt,  9  Paige, 
137;  Jeffries  v.  Morgan,  1  Ark.  160; 
Oifford  V.  Thorn,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  702; 
Dean  v.  Thacher,  82  N.  J.  L.  470; 
Burchett  v.  Gassady,  18  Iowa,  842; 
Bryan  y,  MUler,  28  Mo.  82;  Dunham 
T.  Waterman,  3  Duer,  166;  Blystone 


y.  Blystone,  51  Pa.  378;  Hally.  Jones, 
82  III.  88. 

»  Triplett  V.  Waring,  6  Dana,  448; 
Gable  y.  WUliams,  59  Md,56;  U.  8. 
y.  Babbitt,  104  U.  8.  767;  Cunningham 
y.  Schley,  68  Ga.  105. 

*  Thornton  y.  Lane,  11  Ga.  459. 

»  Swenson  y.  Cresop,  28  Ohio  8. 
668;  Moore  y.  Barclay,  28  Ala.  740; 
Town  y.  8mith,  14  Mich.  848;  Miller 
y.  Clarke,  87  Iowa,  825;  Troxel  y. 
Clarke,  9  Iowa,  201 ;  Hopkins  y.  West, 
88  Pa.  109;  Twogood  y.  EUiott,  22 
Iowa,  548. 

*  Eauff  y.  Messner,  4  Brews.  98. 
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againfit  the  others  in  that  action  or  another,  whether  the  evidence 
be  of  a  joint  or  a  joint  and  several  debt.*  In  an  action  ex  con- 
tractUy  if  two  are  sued,  and  one  confesses  judgment  for  both^ 
the  authority,  to  do  so  need  not  appear  of  record.'  But  a  confes- 
sion of  judgment  entered  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of 
the  judgment  creditor,  is  invalid  for  all  purposes,  either  as  a  lien, 
an  estoppel,  or  a  merger  of  the  demand,  unless  ratified  by  such 
creditor.  But  if  he  subsequently  accepts  and  ratifies  it,  it  then 
becomes  valid  and  attended  with  all  the  results  incident  to  other 
judgments.'  If  a  creditor  of  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person 
accept  a  confession  of  judgment  from  the  administrator  at  a  time 
when  the  administrator  had  funds  in  his  hands  he  estops  himself 
from  averring  that  he  had  funds  at  the  time  of  the  confession.^ 
A  retraxit  is  the  open,  public  and  voluntary  renunciation  by  the 
plaintifE  in  open  court  of  his  suit  or  cause  of  action,  and  if  this 
is  done  by  the  plaintiff  and  a  judgment  entered  thereon  by  the 
defendant,  the  plaintifiPs  right  of  action  is  forever  gone,* 

§  54.  A  judgment  by  default  is  conclusive,  not  only  as  to  the 
actual  matter  decided,  but  as  to  the  facts  necessary  to  form  the 
grounds  of  the  decision,  provided  from  the  judgment  itself  the 
actual  grounds  can  be  discovered.  By  not  traversing  an  allega- 
tion in  the  declaration  or  complaint  a  plea  admits  no  more  than 
the  plaintifE  is  bound  to  prove.'  Upon  the  same  principle,  a 
judgment  by  default  in  a  former  action  estops  the  party  who  suf- 
fered the  judgment  to  pass  against  him  from  setting  up  any  mat- 
ter in  a  subsequent  action  which  is  inconsistent  with  any  travers- 
able allegation  in  the  former  action  necessary  to  support  the 
judgment ;  but  it  docs  not  estop  him  as  to  any  matter  which  is 
not  inconsistent  with  such  allegations,  although  it  might  have 
been  pleaded  as  a  good  defense  to  the  former  action.^    "It  is 


'  Belzhoover  v.  Commonwealth,  1 
Watts.  126. 
«  Jackson  v.  TifPt.  15  Ga.  557. 

*  Wilcoxson  V.  Burton,  27  Cal.  228; 
Haggerty  v.  Juday,  6  G.  L.  J.  68; 
Barefield  y.  Bzyan,  8  Ga.  468. 

*  Dupuy  y.  Southgates,  11  Leigh, 
92. 

*  Cunningham  v.  Bchley,  68  Gki. 
105. 


•  King  V.  Walker,  2  H.  &  C.  884; 
Carter  v.  James,  18  M.  &  W.  137; 
Boileau  v.  Rutlin,'  2  Exchq.  697;  King 
V.  Norman,  4  C.  B.  884;  Hyde  v. 
Watts,  12  M.  &  W.  254;  Fanning  v. 
Henderson,  7  Q.  B.  811. 

»  Howlett  V.  Tarte,  10  C.  B.  N.  S. 
813;  81  L.  J.  C.  P.  146;  Allison's  case, 
L.  R.  9  Ch.  25;  S.  C,  43  L.  J.  C. 
11. 
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clear  upon  tbe  authorities  and  upon  principle  that  if  the  defend- 
ant attempted  to  put  upon  record  a  plea  which  was  inconsistent 
with  any  traversable  allegation  in  the  former  declaration  there 
would  be  an  estoppel ;"  but  the  doctrine  does  not  extend  to  a 
defense  which  he  could  have  pleaded  in  confession  and  avoid- 
ance. Thus  the  recovery  of  a  judgment  by  default  by  the  ven- 
dor against  the  vendee  on  part  of  several  notes  for  the  purchase 
of  property,  is  not  an  adjudication  upon  the  issue  of  warranty 
and  breach,  as  the  vendee  may  plead  it  in  that  action  or  bring  a 
cro66  action.' 

§  55.  Where  a  court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  parties,  and 
a  judgment  is  entered  by  consent  of  parties,  the  parties,  and 
those  claiming  under  them,  are  estopped  from  denying  that 
they  consented  in  the  absence  of  an  allegation  of  fraud.*  So 
a  judgment  agreed  to  by  the  attorney  cannot,  in  the  absence 
of  fraud,  be  impeached  by  a  mere  allegation  of  want  of  author- 
ity in  the  attorney,  his  client  being  estopped,  by  the  judgment 
of  the  court,  from  denying  his  authority.*  A  consent  judg- 
ment is  a  waiver  of  all  prior  errors.*  Such  judgment  does  not  affect 
the  rights  of  persons  who  are  not  made  parties  to  the  suit  but 
should  have  been.*  An  acceptance  of  an  offer  of  judgment 
merges  all  claims  which  might  have  been  litigated.' 


*  Thoreson  v.  Harvester  Works,  29 
Minn.  841;  Davis  v.  Hedges,  L.  R.  6 
Q.  B.  687;  Bodurtha  v.  Phelan,  13 
Gray,  418;  McKnightv.  Devlin,  52  N. 
Y.  899;  Barber  V.  Cleaveland,  19  Mich. 
230. 

•  Gannon  v.  Hemphill,  7  Tex.  184; 
Hillsborough' V.  Nichols,46N.  H.  379; 
Dunn  V.  Pipes.  20  La.  Ann.  276; 
Richmond,  &c.  Co.,  v.  Shippen,  2  P. 
H.  827;  Fletcher  v.  Holmes,  25  Ind. 
458;  Allanson  v.  Stark,  9  A.  <&  E. 
255;  Hopetown  v.  Ramsay,  1  Bell 
App.  C.  69;  Chamberlam  v.  Preble, 
11  Allan,  870;  Bank  v.  Hopkins,  2 
Dana,  895;  Brown  v.  Mayor,  66  N. 
Y.  884;  Derby  v.  Jacques,  1  Cliff. 
425;  Jones  v.  Webb,  8  S.  C.  202; 
Manion  v.  Fahey,   11  W.  Va.  482; 


Greenwood  v.  New  Orleans,  12  La. 
Ann.  426;  Jarboe  v.  Smith,  10  B. 
Mon.  257 ;  Brown  v.  Sprague,  5 
Denio,  545;  Blanchard  v.  Pompelly, 
Hill  &  D.  198. 

»  Cannon  v.  Hemphill,  7  Tex.  184 ; 
Cayce  v.  Powell,  20  Tex.  767;  Baxter 
V.  Dear,  24  Tex.  17;  Dun  man  v. 
Hartwell,  7  Tex.  495;  Saleski  v.  Boyd, 
82  Ark.  74;  McBride  v.  Bryan,  67  Ga. 
584 

*  Collins  V.  Rose,  59  Ind.  83;  U.  ft. 
V.  Babbitt,  104  U.  8.  767;  Gable  v. 
Williams,  59  Md.  56;  Cunningham  v. 
Schley,  68  Ga.  105. 

»  Dibrell  v.  Carlisle,  51  Miss.  785. 

•  Davies  v.  Mayor,  98  N.  Y.  250; 
Robinson  v.  Marks,  19  Hun,  825. 
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§  56.    All  courts,  whether  they  exercise  civil  or  criminal 
jurisdiction,  possess  the  power  to  vacate  their  judgments  dur- 
ing the  term   in  which  they  were  rendered.     Coke  states  the 
rule  at  common  law  to  be  that  the  record  of  any  judicial  act 
done  remaineth  during  the  term  in  the  breast  of  the  judges 
of  the  court  and  in  their  remembrance,  hence,  as  he  says,  the 
roll  is  alterable  during  that   term  as  the  judges   shall  direct, 
but  when  that  term   is  past,  then  the  record,  as  he  states  the 
rule,  is  in   the  roll  and  admitteth  of  no  alteration,  averment, 
or  proof  to  the  contrary.     Power  of  a  court  over  its  judgments 
during  the  entire  term  in  which  they  are  rendered  is  unlimited. 
Every  term  continues  until  the  call  of  the  next  succeeding  term, 
unless  previously  adjourned  sine  die ;  and  until  that  time  the 
judgment  may  be  modified  or  stricken  out.'     After  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  term  (unless  otherwise  provided  by  statute)  the  judg- 
merd  is  finals  and  the  court  rendering  it  loses  all  power  and  con- 
trol over  the  subject  matter. 

§  57.  There  is  a  vast  difference  in  the  effect  of  a  judg- 
ment or  decree  that  is  void  and  one  that  is  merey  voidable — 
a  judgment  is  void  when  it  is  not  according  to  the  regular 
mode  of  procedure,  sententia  injusta  ^  it  is  voidable  "when  the 
court  has  made  an  erroneous  decision,  senteiitia  iniqua.  Void 
judgments  are  never  binding,  but  judgments  voidable  merely 
ai'e  binding  until  reversed  by  some  direct  proceeding.  Nor 
can  they  be  collaterally  impeached  if  rendered  by  courts  of 
general  jurisdiction  unless  void  on  their  face.*  A  judgment 
which  is  void  and  contrary  to  law,  rendered  without  observ- 
ing the  forms  of  procedure — as  a  judgment  inpersonafny  against 
a  non-resident  not  served  with  process,  cannot  have  the  effect  of 
res  judicata.     Thus  a  judgment  by  default  against  one  not  a  resi- 


^  Blackmore's  Case,  8  Co.  460;  Rex 
V.  Fletcher,  R.  &  R.  C.  C.  60;  King 
V.  Justices,  1  M.  &  S.  442;  George  v. 
Wisdom,  2  Burr.  756 ;  Rex  v. 
Knowles,  1  Sulk.  47;  Turner  v.  Bar- 
naby,  2  Salk.  566;  Greenwood  v. 
Pigott.  8  Salk.  31 ;  Miller  v.  Finkle,  1 
Park.  0.  C.  376;  Rex  v.  Walcott,  4 
Mod.  396;  Bassett  v.  U.  S.,  9  Wall. 
41;  Noonau  v.  Bradley.  12  Wall.  129; 


Dossv.  Tyack,  14  How.  812;  Ashley 
V.  Hyde,  5  Ark.  100;  Underwood  v. 
Sledge,  27  Ark.  295;  Cook  v.  Wood, 
24  111.  296;  Taylor  v.  Lusk,  9  Iowa, 
445;  State  v.  Treasurer,  43  Mo.  228. 

*  Reed  v.  Wright,  2  Greene  (la.) 
15;  Hammond  v.  Wildiy,  26  Vt,  842; 
Mayor  v.  Ah  Loy,  82  Cal.  477; 
Childes  v.  Shannon,  16  Mo.  381;  Cho- 
teau  \r.  Nuckolls,  20  Mo.  442. 
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^ent  of  the  state  and  witbont  notice,  is  a  nullity.'  A  jadgment 
rendered  bj  a  justice  of  the  peace  on  a  summons  returnable  at  an 
earlier  day  than  the  law  permits,  is  a  nullity.'  So  a  judgment 
improperly  entered  by  the  clerk  without  the  direction  or  author- 
ity of  the  court,  was  held  void,  on  the  ground  that  the  clerk  is  a 
ministerial  officer.  The  distinction  between  a  judgment  thus 
entered  and  one  rendered  by  the  court,  is  thus  stated :  "  If  a 
judgment  be  pronounced  by  a  conrt  having  jurisdiction,  no  mat- 
ter how  irregular  it  may  be,  it  must  stand  until  set  aside  or  re- 
versed on  appeal ;  but  when  entered  by  a  ministerial  officer,  with- 
out authority  of  law,  it  is  wholly  void."*  So  where  a  statute  con- 
fers jurisdiction  upon  certain  courts  to  grant  letters  of  adminis- 
tration upon  the  estates  of  dead  persons,  a  grant  of  administra- 
tion upon  the  estate  of  a  living  person  is  absolutely  void,  it 
is  a  nullity.* 

§  57  a.  In  all  judicial  or  quasi  judicial  proceedings,  aflEect- 
ing  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  it  is  a  fundamental  rule  that  he 
shall  have  notice,  and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  before 
the  rendition  of  any  judgment,  order,  or  decree  against  him.* 
Natural  justice   requires  that  no  man  shall  be  condemned   in 


'  Rider  v.  Alexander,  1  Chip.  275; 
Harrod  y.  Barritto,  1  Hall,  155;  Smith 
T.  Rhoades,  1  Conn.  168;  Bigger  v. 
Hutchings,  2  Stew.  445;  Woodward 
V.  Tremere,  6  Pick.  354;  Wheeler  v. 
Raymond,  8  Cow.  311;  Wilson  v. 
Niles,  2  Hall,  358;  Miller  v.  Miller,.  1 
Bailey,  2^;  Williams  v.  Preston,  3 
J.  J.  Marsh.  600;  Overstrue  v.  Shan- 
non, 1  Mo.  529;  ^llee  v.  Hays,  3 
Mo.  116;  Rangley  v.  Webster,  11  N. 
H.  299;  Bicknell  v.  Field,  8  Paige, 
440;  Wood  v.  Watkinson,  17  Conn. 
500;  Davidson  v.  Sharpe,  Sired.  14; 
Warren  Co.  v.  -^tna  Ins.  Co.,  2 
Paine  C.  C.  501 ;  McLawrine  v.  Mon- 
roe, 80  Mo.  400;  Pennoyer  v.  Neff,  95 
U.  S.  714;  Settlemeir  v.  Sullivan,  97 
U.  S.  444. 

•  Sanders  v.  Rains,  10  Mo.  770; 
Williams  v.  Bower,  26  Mo.  601 ;  How- 
■aidv.  Clark,  43  Mo.  844;  see  Pierce  v. 


Bowers,  8  Baxter,  353,  void  for  rela- 
tionship. 

•  Steams  v.  Aquire,  7  Cal.  443 
Kelly  V.  Van  Austin,  17  Cal.  564 
Wilson  V.  Cleveland,  30  Cal.  192 
Glidden  v.  Packai-d,  28  Cal.  649. 

^  Jochumsen  v.  Suffolk  Bank,  8 
Allen,  87;  Allen  v.  Dundas,  3  T.  R. 
125 ;  Melia  v.  Simons,  45  Wis.  334; 
S.  C,  30  Am.  R.  746;  Roderigas  v. 
East  River  Bank,  76  N.  Y.  316; 
D'Arusement  v.  Jones,  4  Lea,  251; 
S.  C,  40  Am.  R.  12;  Stevenson  v.  Sup. 
Ct,  62  Cal.  60;  Binson  v.  Ivey,  1 
Yerg.  306;  Thomas  v.  People,  107  111. 
517;  8.  C,  47  Am.  R.  458;  Devlin  v. 
Commonwealth,  101  Pa.  St.  273;  8. 
C.,47Am.  R.  710. 

»  Cahoon  v.  Coe,  57  N.  H.  556; 
Mathews  v.  Springer,  2  Abb.  U.  S. 
282;  Howell  v.  Gordon,  40  Ga.  302; 
Chew  y.    Brumagim,  21  N.  J.   Eq, 
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judgment  without  notice,  that  is,  until  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard.'  The  right  to  be  heard  and  to  defend  life,  liberty, 
prop)erty  and  reputation,  is  a  natural  inherent  right  of  universal 
obligation ;  it  is  an  inherent,  indefeasable,  constitutional  right, 
a  common-law  right,  commencing  with  the  earliest  history,  and 
never  dispensed  with  in  any  government.  Where  these  rights  are 
recognized  and  protected,  before  a  judicial  tribunal  can  render 
any  judgment  whatever,  binding  on  cither,  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  that  the  court,  either  by  its  process  or  by  voluntary 
appearance,  should  first  have  acquired  jurisdiction  of  the  person, 
of  the  defendant,  as  well  as  of  the  subject-matter.  And  a  judg- 
ment rendered  by  any  court  without  a  concurrence  of  these,  is 
absolutely  void. 

§  68.  A  judgment  may  be  void  when  it  is  pronounced  by  a 
tribunal  having  no  authority  to  determine  the  matter  in  issue,, 
and  such  a  judgment  may  be  impeached  in  any  proceeding,  col- 
lateral or  other,  where  it  is  drawn  in  question  ;*  so  a  judgment 
against  one  not  a  party  to  the  proceeding  or  whose  name  does  not 
appear  in  any  part  of  the  record  is  void.  A  judgment  is  void 
when  it  is  uncertain,*  sententia  debet  essa  certa^  as  where  a  judg- 
ment is  rendered  in  the  following  terms:  The  plaintiff  shall 
have  and  I'ecover  of  the  defendant  what  he  owes  him.  Such  a 
judgment  must  be  void  for  uncertainty,  for  what  isulue  the 
plaintiff  not  being  specified  either  in  the  judgment  or  any  thing^ 
to  which  it  refers.  "  Haec  sententia  omnem  debit  qtcantitatum 
ci^m  vsuris  competentibua  solve  jv^^iccUa  actionen  prdesture  nan 
potesty  cum  apud  Judices  ita  demum  sine  certa  quaiititate  facta 


>  KiDg  V.  Pecham,  Carth.  406;  Rex 
v.  Clegg,  1  Str.*475;  Rex.  v.  Chan- 
cellor, 1  Str.  667;  Bloom  v.  Bur- 
dick,  1  Hill.  189;  Bustard  v. 
Gates,  4  Dana,  486;  Mary,  The, 
9  Cranch,  126;  Boswell  v.  Otis,  9 
How.  860;  Borden  v.  Pitch,  16 
Johns.  142;  Hilboun  v.  Woodworth, 
6  Johns.  41 ;  Robertson  v.  Ward,  8 
Johns.  80;  Fentoo  v.  Garlick,  8  Johns. 
96;  Pawling  v.  Bird,  18  Johns.  192; 
Gwin  V.  Carroll,  9  Miss.  868;  Steers  v. 
Steers,  26  Miss.  618;  Edwards  v. 
Toomer,  22  Miss.  76;   Smith  v.  State, 


22  Miss.  140;  Harris  v.  Haldeman,  14 
How.   886;    Mason   v.    Eilliburn,  2' 
Yerg.  888;  Shafer  v.  Qates,  2  B.  Mon. 
466;  Gwin  y.  McCarroll,  9  Miss.  868; 
Borden  v.  State,  11  Ark.  629. 

*  Eaton  v.  Badger,  88  N.  H.  228;. 
Morse  v.  Presby,  26  N.  H.  299;  Gilli- 
landv.  Seller.  2  Ohio  S.  228;People^ 
V.  Reynolds,  28  Cal.  108;  People  v. 
Flint,  89  Cal.  670;  People  v.  Goldtree^ 
44  Cal.  828;  Pierce  v.  Bowers,  8  Bax- 
ter, 863. 

*  Moseley  v.   Cooke,  7  Leigh,  226{ 
Ford  V.  Doyle,  87  Cal.  846. 
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4xmdemnatio  autoritate  r&i  Jtidioatcie  censeatur^  si  parte  aUqud 
•actoTum  oerta  sU  quantitas  comprehensaP 

So  where  upon  the  hearing  of  a  case  of  contempt,  the  relator 
is  adjudged  to  be  in  contempt,  and  is  ordered  to  stand  committed 
until  further  order  of  the  court,  and  the  commitment  is  so  issued 
the  judgment  is  so  uncertain  in  its  duration  as  to  be  void/  So  a 
sentence  in  a  criminal  case  which  is  unauthorized  by  statute  is 
an  entirety ;  if  it  exceeds  the  punishment  provided  by  law  it  is 
wholly  illegal  and  void.'  So  a  judgment  rendered  against  an 
officer  of  the  army  while  in  service  during  war,  insurrection,  etc., 
in  the  enemy's  country,  as  such  officer  is  not  liable  to  a  civil 
action  in  the  courts  of  that  country  for  injuries  resulting  from 
ikcts  of  war  ordered  by  him  in  his  military  character ;  nor  can  he 
be  called  upon  to  justify  or  explain  his  military  conduct  in  a 
<5ivil  tribunal  upon  any  allegation  of  the  injured  party  that  the 
iict^  complained  of  were  not  justified  by  the  necessities  of  war. 
He  is  responsible  only  to  his  own  government,  and  only  by  its 
laws,  administered  by  its  authority,  can  he  be  called  to  account. 

"  When  any  portion  of  the  enemy's  country  was  in  the  military 
occupation  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  the  muni- 
cipal laws  were  generally  continued  in  force  and  administered 
through  the  ordinary  tribunals  for  the  protection  and  benefit  of 
the  inhabitants  and  others  not  in  the  military  service,  but  not  for 
the  protection  or  control  of  the  army  or  its  officers  or  soldiers. 
Accordingly,  when  a  brigadier-general  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  war,  in  command  of  troops  in  Louisiana,  was 
sued  in  a  District  Court  of  that  State — continued  in  existence 
after  the  military  occupation  of  the  country  by  the  United  States, 
and  authorized  by  the  commanding  general  to  hear  causes 
between  parties — for  ordering  a  military  company  to  seize  and 
carry  off  as  supplies  for  the  army  certain  personal  property  of  the 


*  People  V.  Perpenbrick,  12  C.  L.  land  v.  Queen,  2  J.  &  S.  857;  O'Leary 
N.  84.  V.  People,  4  Park.   C.   R.  187;    Shep- 

*  Bex  v.  Ellis,  6  B.  &  C.  895;  Rez  hard  v.  Commonwealth,  2  Met  419; 
V.  Bowne,  7  A.  &  E.  58;  Queen  v.  Stevens  v.  Commonwealth,  4  Met 
SUversides,  8  Q.  B.  406;  King  v.  860;  Fitzgerald  v.  State,  4  Wis.  895; 
<2ueen,  7  Q.  B.  795;  Holt  v.  Reg..  2  D.  Fellinger  v.  People,  15  Abb.  Pr.  128; 
A  L.  774;  Page,  tnrtf,  49  Mo.  291;  Hoi-  Ratzky  v.    People,    29   N.   Y.   124; 

Lange  in  re,  18  Wall. 
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plaintiff,  which  seizure  was  alleged  by  hiin  to  have  been  nnaa- 
thorized  by  the  necessities  of  war,  or  martial  law,  or  by  the 
superiors  of  the  brigadier-general,  and  judgment  by  default  was 
rendered  against  the  brigadier-general  for  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty, it  was  held,  in  a  suit  brought  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States,  upon  the  judgment  thus  rendered,  that  the  State 
court  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  alleged  cause  of  action,  and  that 
its  judgment  was  void." 

"  This  doctrine  of  non-liability  to  the  tribunals  of  the  invaded 
country  for  acts  of  warfare  is  as  applicable  to  members  of  the 
Confederate  army,  when  in  Pennsylvania,  as  to  members  of  the  ' 
National  army  when  in  the  insurgent  States.  The  officers  or 
soldiers  of  neither  army  could  be  called  to  account  civilly  or 
criminally,  in  those  tribunals  for  such  acts,  whether  those  acts  re- 
sulted in  the  destruction  of  property  or  the  destruction  of  life; 
nor  could  they  be  required  by  those  tribunals  to  explain  or  jus- 
tify their  conduct  upon  any  averment  of  the  injured  party  that 
the  acts  complained  of  were  unauthorized  by  the  necessities  of 
war."* 

§  59.  A  citation  is  a  matter  of  pure  natural  right  intro- 
duced ab  origini  munde,  for  God  cited  our  first  parent,  say- 
ing, Adam,  Adam,  where  art  thou  ?  "  To  bind  a  defend- 
ant personally  when  he  was  never  personally  summoned,  or 
had  notice  of  the  proceeding,  would  be  contrary  to  the  first 
principles  of  justice.  A  personal  judgment  thus  recovered 
has  no  binding  force  without  the  state  in  which  it  is  rend- 
ered, implying  that  in  such  state  it  may  be  valid  and  bind- 
ing. But  if  the  coui't  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  person  of 
the  defendant  by  reason  of  his  non- residence,  and,  consequently, 
no  authority  to  pass  upon  his  personal  rights  and  obligations ;  if 
the  whole  proceeding  without  service  upon  him  or  his  appearance 
is  coram  nonjvdice  and  void  ;  if  to  hold  a  defendant  bound  by 
such  a  judgment  is  contrary  to  the  first  principles  of  justice,  it  i& 
difficult  to  see  how  the  judgment  can  legitimately  have  any  force 
within  the  State.    The  language  used  can  be  justified  only  on  the 


*  People  V.  Coleman,  97  U.  8.  609;     92  U.  8.  197;   Coolidge  v.  Guthrie,  »  I 

Ford  V.  Surget,97  U.  8. 605;  Le  Caux  v.     Am.  L.  R.  (N.  S.)22;  Dow  v.  Johnson^ 
Eden,  2  Doug.  594;  Lamar  v.  Browne,     100  U.  S.  158. 
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ground  that  there  was  no  mode  of  directly  reviewing  such  judg- 
ment or  impeaching  its  validity  within  the  State  where  rendered, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  could  be  only  called  in  question  when  its 
enforcement  was  elsewhere  attempted.  In  later  cases  this  lan- 
guage is  repeated  with  less  frequency  than  formerly,  it  is  beginning 
to  be  considered,  as  It  always  ought  to  have  been,  that  a  judg- 
ment which  can  be  treated  in  any  State  of  this  Union  as  contrary 
to  the  first  principles  of  justice  and  as  an  absolute  nullity 
because  rendered  without  any  jurisdiction  of  the  tribunal  over 
the  party,  is  not  entitled  to  any  respect  in  the  State  where  ren- 
dered.'" 

"  The  courts  of  the  United  States  are  not  required  to  give 
effect  to  judgments  of  this  character  when  any  right  is  claimed 
under  them.  Whilst  they  are  not  foreign  tribunals  in  their 
relations  to  the  State  courts,  they  are  tribunals  of  a  different  sov- 
ereignty, exercising  a  distinct  and^independent  jurisdiction,  and 
are  bound  to  give  to  the  judgments  of  the  State  courts  only  the 
same  faith  and  credit  which  the  courts  of  another  State  are  bound 
to  give  to  them." 

'^  Since  the  adoption  of  the  14th  amendment  to  the  Federal 
Constitution  the  validity  of  such  judgments  may  be  directly 
questioned  and  their  enforcement  in  the  stato  resisted,  on  the 
ground  that  proceedings  in  a  court  of  justice  to  determine  the 
personal  rights  and  obligations  i»f  parties  over  whom  that  court 
has  no  jurisdiction,  do  not  constitute  due  process  of  law.  What- 
ever difficulty  may  be  experienced  in  giving  to  those  terms  a 
definition  which  will  embrace  every  permissible  exertion  of 
power  affecting  private  rights  and  exclude  such  as  is  forbidden, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  meaning  when  applied  to  judicial 
proceedings.  They  then  mean  a  course  of  legal  proceedings 
according  to  those  rules  and  principles  which  have  been  established 
in  our  systems  of  jurisprudence  for  the  protection  and  enforce- 
ment of  private  rights.  To  give  such  proceedings  any  validity, 
there  must  be  a  tribunal  competent  by  its  constitution — that  is, 
by  the  law  of  its  creation — ^to  pass  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the 
suit,  and  if  that  involves  merely  a  determination  of  the  personal 


>  Smith  V.  McCutchen,  88  Mo.  415;     Hakes  v.  Shupe,  27  Iowa,  465;  Hit- 
Barrance  v.  Preston,  18  Iowa,  897;     cheU  v.  Gray,  18  Ind.  133. 
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liability  of  the  defendant,  he  mnst  be  brought  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion by  service  of  process  withia  the  state  or  his  voluntary 
appearance," 

'*'  Except  in  cases  affecting  the  personal  status  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  cases  in  which  that  mode  of  service  may  be  considered  to 
have  been  assented  to  in  advance,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  the 
substituted  service  of  process  by  publication  allowed  by  the  laws 
in  the  several  states  where  actions  are  brought  against  non-resi- 
dents, is  effectual  only  where,  in  connection  with  process  against 
the  person  for  commencing  the  action,  property  in  the  state  is 
brought  under  the  control  of  the  court  and  subjected  to  its  dis- 
position by  process  adapted  to  that  purpose,  or  where  the  judg- 
ment is  sought  as  a  means  of  reaching  such  property  or  affecting 
some  interest  therein  ;  in  other  words,  where  the  action  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  proceeding  in  rem^  for  any  other  purpose  than  to 
subject  the  property  of  a  non-resident  to  valid  claims  against 
him  in  the  state,  *  due  process  of  law  would  require  appearance 
or  personal  service  before  the  defendant  could  be  personally 
bound  by  any  judgment  rendered.'"* 

"  In  a  strict  sense  a  proceeding  in  rem  is  one  taken  directly 
against  property,  and  has  for  its  object  the  disposition  of  the 
property,  without  reference  to  the  title  of  individual  claimants ; 
but  in  a  larger  and  more  general  sense,  the  terms  are  applied  to 
actions  between  parties,  where  the  direct  object  is  to  reach  and 
dispose  of  property  owned  by  them,  or  of  some  interest  therein. 
Such  are  cases  commenced  by  attachment  against  the  property  of 
debtors  or  instituted  to  partition  real  estate,  foreclose  a  mort- 
gage or  enforce  a  lien.  So  far  as  they  affect  property  in  the 
state,  they  are  substantially  proceedings  in  rem  in  the  broader 
sense  mentioned." 

'^  In  all  we  have  said  we  have  had  reference  to  proceedings  in 
courts  of  first  instance,  and  to  their  jurisdiction,  not  to  proceed- 
ings in  an  appellate  tribunal  to  review  the  action  of  such  courts. 
The  latter  may  betaken  upon  such  notice,  personal  or  construc- 
tive, as  the  state  creating  the  tribunal  may  provide  They  are 
considered  as  rather  a  continuation  of  the  original  litigation  than 
the  commencement  of  a  new  action."* 

>  Cooley  on  Limitations,  405.  *  Nations  v.  Johnson,  24t  How.  208. 
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<<  We  do  not  mean  to  assert,  by  anything  we  have  said,  that  a 
«tate  may  not  aathorize  proceedings  to  determine  the  status  of 
one  of  its  citizens  towards  a  non-resident,  which  would  be  bind- 
ing within  the  state,  though  made  without  service  of  process  or 
personal  notice  to  the  non-resident.  The  jurisdiction  which 
^very  state  possesses  to  determine  the  civil  status  and  capacities 
of  all  its  inhabitants,  involves  authority  to  ^prescribe  the  condi- 
tions on  which  proceedings  affecting  them  may  be  commenced 
and  carried  on  within  its  territory.  The  state,  for  example,  has 
absolute  right  to  prescribe  the  conditions  upon  which  the  mar- 
riage relation  between  its  own  citizens  shall  be  created  and  the 
<^use8  for  which  it  may  be  dissolved.  One  of  the  parties  guilty 
of  acts  for  which,  by  the  law  of  the  state,  a  dissolution  may  be 
panted,  may  have  removed  to  a  state  where  no  dissolution  is  per- 
mitted. The  complaining  party  would,  therefore,  fail  if  a  divorce 
were  sought  in  the  state  of  the  defendant ;  and  if  application 
<$ould  not  be  made  to  the  tribunals  of  the  complainant's  domicile 
in  such  case,  and  proceedings  be  there  instituted  without  personal 
service  of  process  or  personal  notice  to  the  offending  party,  the 
injured  citizen  would  be  without  redress."' 

^'  So  a  State  may  require  a  non-resident  entering  into  a  partner- 
ship or  association  within  its  limits,  or  making  contracts  enforce- 
able there,  to  appoint  an  agent  or  representative  in  the  State  to 
receive  service  of  process  and  notice  in  legal  proceedings  insti- 
tuted with  respect  to  such  partnership,  association,  or  contracts, 
-or  to  designate  a  place  where  such  service  may  be  made  and 
notice  given,  and  provide,  upon  their  failure  to  make  such  ap- 
pointment or  to  designate  such  place,  that  service  may  be  made 
upon  a  public  officer  designated  for  that  purpose,  or  in  some 
other  prescribed  way,  and  that  judgments  rendered  upon  such 
service  may  be  binding  upon  the  non-residents  both  within  and 
without  the  State.  As  was  said  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer,'  '  It 
is  not  contrary  to  natural  justice  that  a  man  who  has  agreed  to 
receive  a  particular  mode  of  notification  of  legal  proceedings, 
should  be  bound  by  a  judgment  in  which  that  particular  mode  of 
notification  has  been  followed,  even  though  he  may  not  have 
actual  notice  of  them.'*    So  a  State,  on  creating  corporations  or 

>  Bishop  M.  and  D.  §  156.  290. 

*  Yalle  V.  Dumerque,  4  Exchequer,        *  Lafayette  Insurance  Company  v. 
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other  institutions  for  pecuniary  or  charitable  purposes,  may  pro- 
vide a  mode  in  which  their  conduct  may  be  investigated,  their 
obligations  enforced,  or  their  charters  revoked,  which  shall  re- 
quire other  than  personal  service  upon  their  oflScers  or  members. 
Parties  becoming  members  of  such  corporations  or  institutions 
would  hold  their  interest  subject  to  the  conditions  prescribed  by 
law.'" 

§  60.  The  distinction  between  a  nullity  and  an  irregularity 
may  be  thus  stated.  No  order  which  a  court  empowered,  *under 
any  circumstances  in  the  course  of  a  proceeding  over  which  it 
has  jurisdiction,  to  make,  can  be  treated  as  a  nullity  merely  be- 
cause it  was  made  improvidently,  or  in  a  manner  not  warranted 
by  law  or  the  previous  state  of  the  case.  The  only  question  in 
such  a  case  is :  Had  the  court  or  tribunal  the  power,  under  any 
circumstanees,^  to  make  the  order  or  perform  the  act  ?  If  this  is 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  then  its  decision  upon  those  circum- 
stances becomes  final  and  conclusive  until  reversed  by  a  direct 
proceeding  for  that  purpose.  It  is  for  the  court  to  determine 
when  and  how  the  authority  with  which  it  is  invested  shall  b& 
exercised.  If  in  so  doing  it  commits  an  error,  no  matter  how 
egregious,  whether  in  the  construction  of  a  law  or  otherwise,  its 
decision  is  valid  until  reversed  on  appeal.  It  is  a  mere  error  or 
irregularity,  which  can  only  be  taken  advantage  of  by  a  direct 
proceeding  in  an  appellate  tribunal,  and  cannot  be  inquired  into 
in  a  collateral  proceeding.  Its  judgment  stands  good  till  reversed 
or  annulled  by  a  proper  course  of  proceedings  for  that  purpose,* 
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and  is  res  Judioatd,  Thus  in  a  case  where  the  sammons  is 
properly  served  and  the  court  obtains  jurisdiction  of  the  persona 
of  the  defendant,  the  subject  matter  of  the  action  being  also 
within  its  jurisdiction — ^having  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  and  of 
the  subject  matter,  the  court  must  have  jurisdiction  to  render  a 
judgment  in  that  action.  In  a  late  case  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  where  the  validity  of  a  judgment  was 
questioned,  that  court  said  : 

"  The  summons  in  this  case  gave  full  and  particular  notice  to 
the  defendant  of  the  cause  of  action.  It  was  served,  as  clearly 
appears  from  the  return,  in  the  county  where  the  suit  was^ 
brought.  It  was  served  on  the  person  appointed  to  receive  ser- 
vice of  process  for  the  company.  It  is  not  pretended  that  it 
was  not  served  in  the  county  where  the  company  had  its  prin- 
cipal office,  or  where  its  principal  business  was  carried  on,  or  that 
he  was  not  the  right  person  on  whom  service  should  have  been 
made.     The  service  was  regular  and  eflEectual.*' 

"  The  court,  therefore,  had  jurisdiction  of  the  parties.  It  had 
jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter,  and  the  judgment  which  it 
rendered  was  within  the  jurisdiction  conferred  on  it  by  law.  The 
judgment  which  it  rendered  recited  that  he  was  the  general  agent 
of  the  company,  and  as  such  consented  that  judgment  might  be 
ei^tered  against  the  defendant.  The  law,  therefore,  when  the 
judgment  is  questioned,  presumes  that  the  court  was  satisfied  by 
proof  that  the  agent  had  authority  to  give  the  consent  of  the 
company  to  the  rendition  of  the  judgment.  The  fact  that  he 
was  such  general  agent,  and  authorized  to  consent  to  the  entry 
of  judgment,  is  not  denied  in  the  bill,  nor  is  there  any  proof  in 
the  record  to  show  that  he  was  not  the  agent  of  the  company, 
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fully  authorized  to  consent  to  the  rendition  of  the  judg- 
ment." 

"  But  if  he  was  not  such  agent,  the  question  arises  whether 
the  rendition  of  the  judgment  before  the  time  for  filing  defend- 
ant's answer  had  expired  renders  the  judgment  void.  We  are  of 
opinion  that  it  does  not ;  that  its  rendition  was  simply  erroneous 
and  nothing  more.  The  court  having  jurisdiction  to  render  the 
judgment,  and  having  rendered  it,  the  law,  when  the  judgment 
is  collaterally  attacked,  will  make  all  presumptions  necessary  to 
sustain  it.*  The  defendant,  being  in  court,  was  bound  to  take 
notice  of  its  proceedings,  and  might  have  corrected  the  error  at 
any  time  during  the  term.  It  did  not  move  to  set  the  judgment, 
aside.  It  filed  no  answer.  The  presumption,  therefore,  which 
the  law  makes,  is  either  that  it  consented  to  a  submission  of  the 
•case  before  the  time  for  answer  expired,  or  that  it  subsequently 
waived  the  error  by  not  seeking  to  correct  it." 

"  It  is  of  no  avail  to  show  that  there  are  en'ors  in  the  record, 
unless  they  be  such  as  prove  that  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  of 
the  case,  or  that  the  judgment  rendered  was  beyond  its  power.* 
This  principle  has  been  often  held  by  this  court  and  by  all  courts, 
and  it  takes  rank  as  an  axiom  of  law.  The  settled  rule  of  law 
is,  that  jurisdiction  having  attached  in  the  original  case,  every- 
thing done  within  the  power  of  that  jurisdiction,  when  collater- 
ally questioned,  is  to  be  held  conclusive  of  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  unless  impeached  for  fraud."* 

"  The  judgment,  therefore,  cannot  be  declared  void.  It  could 
not  be  successfully  attacked  in  this  collateral  way  even  by  the 
•defendant,  much  less  by  one  not  a  party  to  it.  We  must  assume 
the  judgment  to  be  valid  and  binding  until  reversed  in  a  direct 
proceeding.?'* 

§  61.  It  is  not  absolutely  necessary  jbhat  the  object  of  the 
iidjudication  should  be  expressed  by  the  judgment ;  it  is  sufficient 

'  Grignon  v.  Astor,  2  How.  319.  non  v.  Astor,  2  How.  819;  Florentine 

•  Cooper  V.  Reynolds,  10  WaU.  808;  v.  Barton/  2  Wall.  210;  McGoon  v. 

Oornett  v.  Williams,  20  Wall.  226.  Scales,  9  Wall.  23;  Glover  v.  Holman. 

«  Kempe  v.   Kennedy,  5    Cranch,  8  Heisk.  619;  West  v.  Williamson,  1 

178;  Thompson  V.  Talmie,  2  Pet.  157;  Swan  (Tenn.)  277;   Cornett   v.  Wil- 

Voorhees  v.  Bank,  10  Pet.  449;  Grig-  Hams,  20  Wall.  226. 

*  White  V.  Crow,  110  U.  S.  188. 
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if  it  can  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  anything  to  which  the 
judgment  refers.  Thus  a  judgment  orderiug  the  defendant  to 
pay  what  is  demanded  of  him  is  valid  and  may  be  effectual  as 
res  adjudieata,  when  the  cause  of  the  demand  is  set  forth  in  the 
proceedings  to  which  the  judgment  refers.  Cum  Judex  iat  Molve 
quod  petitum  est  valet  sententia. 

Nor  is  it  requisite  that  the  amount  of  the  judgment  should 
be  liquidated ;  it  is  sufficient  if  it  may  become  so  by  reference  to 
a  master  or  referee,  etc.  Thus  a  judgment  or  decree  requiring 
the  defendant  to  pay  damages  or  indemnify  the  plaintiff  is  not  the 
less  final  because  it  requires  some  future  order  of  the  court  to 
carry  it  into  effect ;  although  the  amount  of  the  recovery  is  un- 
certain, tlie  nature  of  the  jadgment  is  definite  and  certain,  and  the 
amount  of  the  recovery  will  become  certain  by  reference.  Quam- 
quam  pecunicB  quantUaa  sententid  non  contineatur^  sententia 
tamen  rata  eat  quoniam  indemnitate  reijpvblicm  prceatari poseit,^ 
Thus,  if  after  a  judgment  or  decree  has  been  entered  and  no 
further  questions  can  come  before  the  court,  except  such  as  are 
necessary  to  be  determined  in  carrying  the  decree  into  effect,  it  is 
final  and  has  the  authority  of  res  jvdicata.* 

A  judgment  is  void  when  the  object  of  the  adjudication  is 
anything  impossible.  Pa/ulus  respondit,  impossibile prceceptum 
jvdids  nuUius  esse  momenti.  Qua  sent  Idem  respondit  ab  ea 
sententia  cuipareri  rei  natura  non  potuit^  sine  causa  appeUari. 

A  judgment  is  void  when  it  adjudges  anything  which  is 
directly  contrary  to  \2iyf^sieQ:p'ressim  senterUia  contrajuris  rigoren 
data  sit.  Si  spedaliter  contra  leges  vd  senatiM,  consultem  vd 
consiUutiones  fueriZ prolata  ;  but  if  it  merely  adjudges  that  the 
law  should  not  be  complied  with,  or  the  particular  question  is 
not  provided  for  by  law,  it  is  not  void  but  merely  voidable,,  and 
can  only  be  avoided  by  reversal  in  the  ordinary  mode.     Quum^ 


>  Neall  y.  Hill,  16  Cal.  145;  Mills  How.   201;  Bronsoa  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  % 

V.  Hoag,    7  Paige,  18;   Johnson  v.  Black,   531;  Ray  v.   Law,  8  Cranch, 

Everett,  9  Paige,  686;  QuackenbasU  179;  Meek  v.  Mathias,  1  Helsk.  584. 
▼.  Leonard,  10  Paige,  181;  Dickinson        *  Whiting  v.  Bank  of  U.  8.,  18  Pet. 

V.  Oodwise,  11  Paige,  189;  8toval  v.  6;  Bronson  v.  R.R  Co.,  2  Black,  524; 

Banks,  10  Wall.  568;  Travis  v.  Wal-  Ogilvie  v.   Enoz  Ins.   Co.,  2  Black, 

ters,  12  Johns.  500;  Lewis  v.  Oultan,  589;    Humeston    v.    Stampthorp,   2 

8  B.  Hon.  458;  Forgay  v.  Conrad,  6  Wall.  106. 
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j>rolati8  constitutionibusy  contra  eas  pronundat  judex^  eo  qtcod 
non  exiatvmat  causam  de  qv4i  judicamt  per  eas  jv/vari  non  vi- 
detur  contra  consiituiiones  sententiam  dedisse  ideoqtce  ah  ejv^ 
modi  sententid  appeUa/ndum  eat,  alio  quin  rei  judicaicB  stabitur. 

A  judgment  is  void  when  it  contains  inconsistent  and  contra- 
dictory adjudications.  Tims  where  an  action  is  brought  to  re- 
cover certain  property  wliich  I  have  agreed  to  convey  to  you, 
the  judgment  dismisses  the  action  against  me  and  requires  you 
to  pay  me  the  purchase  price  with  interest.  1  can  never  enforce 
the  judgment  against  you,  because  tlie  dismissal  of  your  action 
against  me  is  repugnant  to  the  judgment  against  you,  and  it  is 
contrary  to  justice  that  while  I  retain  the  property  I  should  com- 
pel you  to  pay  for  it 

A  judgment  is  void  when  it  adjudges  matters  not  in  issue  or 
condemns  a  party  to  a  greater  amount  than  that  for  which  the 
action  is  brought,  for  a  court  can  only  decide  upon  the  matters  in 
issue  before  it,  and  can  render  judgment  only  on  such  issues. 

"  Potestas  Jvdicis  ultra  id  quod  in  judiciAini  deductum  eat 
nequa  quara  potest  excedereP  So  a  judgment  is  void  when  the 
court  dismisses  an  action  in  Which  the  defendant  has  confessed 
judgment. 

§  62.  A  judgment  to  be  valid  ought  to  be  rendered  between 
persons  capable  of  being  parties  in  a  judicial  proceeding.  "  Qua 
habent  legitimam  standi  in  judlcio  persona/my  All  proceedings 
by  or  against  persons  incapable  of  being  such  parties,  as  well  as 
the  judgments  founded  on  such  proceedings  are  ipso  jure  void. 
Thus  a  judgment  against  a  party  who  at  the  time  is  dead,  is  void. 
hum  qui  in  rebus  humanis  non  fuet  sententia  daUB  tempore, 
inefficater  condem^natum  m  dari.  So  of  a  judgment  against  a 
minor  or  insane  person ;  the  action,  in  which  they  are  interested 
can  only  be  commenced  by  their  guardians  in  the  capacity  of 
guardians,  and  against  them  as  guardians,  not  by  or  against  the 
minors  themselves. 

The  time  distinction  between  void  and  voidable  acts,  orders 
and  judgments  is  that  the  former  can  always  be  assailed  in  any 
proceeding  and  the  latter  only  in  a  direct  proceeding,'  While  a 
void  judgment  is  of  no  effect  and  may  be  relieved  against  with- 

>  Alexander  v.  Nelson,  42  Ala.  4G2. 
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out  reversal,  an  erreoneous  jadginent  is  binding  on  all  parties 
until  reversed.*  In  a  one  case,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  said  :  '^  It  is  verj  clear  that  a  decision  of  a  court  is  not 
technically  a  judgment  until  in  some  form  it  has  been  entered  of 
record.  If  entered  in  the  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  of  which 
the  court  has  jurisdiction,  it  is  binding  until  reversed  or  set  aside, 
no  matter  how  irregular  it  may  be  as  to  matters  of  form.  In  this 
<^se  a  judgment  was  entered  in  due  form.  As  a  judgment  it 
was  complete.  There  has  been  a  verdict,  and  that  appeared 
among  the  files  in  the  cause.  It  was  within  the  power  of  the 
court,  therefore,  to  enter  the  judgment.  The  only  defect  in  the 
proceedings  is  an  omission  to  properly  record  the  verdict.  That 
seems  to  us  an  irregularity  only.  The  court  had  jurisdiction  of 
the  cause  and  of  the  parties,  and  in  due  course  of  proceeding 
had  the  power  to  enter  the  judgment,  and  did  so.  This  the 
record  shows.  A  person  interested  in  the  question  would,  upon 
application  at  the  clerk's  office,  have  found  a  judgment  recorded 
in  the  proper  place.  In  the  form  it  was  entered  it  was  a  lien 
upon  the  lands  of  the  defendant.  This  was  the  essential  fact. 
It  matters  not  that  the  record  also  disclosed  an  irregularity,  for 
which,  unless  it  could  bo  cured,  the  judgment  as  recorded  might, 
upon  proper  application,  be  set  aside,  for  until  set  aside  it  con- 
tinued in  force  as  a  subsisting  lien.*  Premature  rendition  of  a 
judgment,  after  a  regular  service  of  summons  and  after  the  time 
given  by  law  to  defendant  to  plead,  is  an  irregularity.'  So  a 
judgment  signed  after  the  defendant's  death,  and  one  entered  for 
too  large  a  sum.* 

A  judgment  rendered  by  a  court  having  jurisdiction  over  the 
subject-matter  and  the  person,  is  unquestionably  conclusive  and 
binding  on  the  parties,  unless  reversed  or  set  aside  in  some  mode 
or  manner  prescribed  by  law.  But  it  is  essential  to  the  validity 
of  a  judgment  in  personam^  that  the  court  should  have  jurisdic- 

»  Miller  v.   Barkeloo,  8  Ark.  818;         •  Salter   v.   Hilgern,   40  Wis.  863; 

Brown  V.  Bird,  8  Ark.  824;  Young  V.  Tollman  v.   McCarty,   11  Wis.  4Q1; 

Bird,  8  Ark.   824;  Webster  v.  Reid,  Hyde  v.  Thrustout,  Sayer,  303;  Doe 

11  How.   450;  Walden  v.    Craig,  14  v.  Hedges,  4  D.  &  R.  398;  uEtna  Ins. 

Pet.    154;   Cooper   v.    Reynolds,    10  Co.  v.  McCormick,  20  Wis.  265. 
Wall.  816.  *  Harden  v.  Forsyth,  1  A.  &  E.  N. 

»  Gunn  V.  Plant,  94  U.  S.  664.  S.  177;  Chapman  v.  Hicks,  2  DowL 

P.  C.  641. 
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tion  over  the  parties,  and  if  reached  withont  sach  jarisdiction  it 
is  a  mere  nullity.  Snch  a  judgment  is  not  merely  erroneoas 
because  of  some  irregularity  in  the  mode  of  proceeding,  or  error 
on  the  part  of  the  court  in  the  application  of  the  law  to  the  par- 
ticular case,  and  for  which  the  party  aggrieved  must  seek  a 
remedy  by  appeal  or  writ  of  error,  but  being  a  judgment  ren- 
dered without  jurisdiction,  it  is  absolutely  void,  and  may  bo 
assailed  at  all  times,  and  in  all  proceedings  by  which  it  is  sought 
to  be  enforced. 

If  the  court  renders  a  judgment  by  default  when  there  is  a 
defense  set  up,  it  has  the  power  so  to  do.  Yet  a  judgment  by 
default  founded  on  such  erroneous  determination  is  not  a  nullity,, 
but  only  irregular.'  So,  ''  Signing  judgment  against  one  not 
before  the  court  is  an  act  wholly  without  warrant  or  foundation  ; 
but  if,  on  a  verdict  for  $20,  I  enter  up  judgment  for  ^40,  here 
I  have  taken  a  step  which  I  was  entitled  to  take,  entering  a  judg- 
ment being  warranted  by  the  verdict ;  but  having  taken  it  in  an 
improper  manner,  it  is  an  irregularity." 

'^  A  nullity  is  such  a  defect  as  renders  the  proceedings  in  which 
it  occurs  totally  null  and  void,  of  no  avail  or  effect  whatever,  and 
incapable  of  being  made  so  f  while  an  irregularity,  as  distin- 
guished from  f^  nullity,  '^  consists  either  in  omitting  to  do  some- 
thing that  is  necessary  to  the  due  and  orderly  conducting  of  a 
suit,  or  doing  it  in  an  unseasonable  time  or  improper  manner.  It 
may  be  defined  as  a  proceeding  that  is  taken  without  any  foun- 
dation for  it,  or  that  is  essentially  defective,  or  that  is  expressly 
declared  to  be  a  nullity  by  a  statute.''  It  is  also  said  that  an- 
irregularity  may  be  waived,  while  a  nullity  cannot ;  but  the 
caution  is  added  that  waiver  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term  i& 
meant,  and  that  the  rule  must  not  be  carried  so  far  ^^  as  to  sup- 
pose that  at  any  period,  or  under  any  circumstances,  this  objec- 
tion must  of  necessity  be  available." 

!Not withstanding  general  definitions,  the  courts  have  found  it 
difficult  to  determine  in  many  cases  whether  errors  and  omissions- 
in  the  course  of  legal  proceedings  rendered  the  proceedings  void,, 
or  were  mere  irregularities.  In  doubtful  cases,  however,  as  the 
safer  course,  the  courts  incline  to  treat  the  defects  as  irregularis 
ties  rather  than  as  nullities. 

>  Salter  v.  Hilgern,  40  Wis.  868. 


Estoppel  by  Record.  66 

§  64.  There  are  several  elements  necessary  to  a  plea  of 
res  judicatcB.  They  may  be  designated  as  principal  and  col- 
lateral— the  latter  being  a  final  judgment,  npon  the  merits, 
between  the  same  parties,  for  the  same  cause  of  action. 
The  principal  element  is  that  it  must  be  a  valid  judgment. 
That  is,  it  must  be  rendered  by  a  court  legally  constituted, 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  cause  and  the  perso^.  Without 
jurisdiction  there  is  no  validity  or  vitality  to  the  judgment. 
Jurisdiction  being  the  principal  element  upon  which  the  whole 
doctrine  of  res  jvdicdtoB  is  based,  it  becomes  important  to  ascer- 
tain what  jurisdiction  is,  how  obtained,  and  its  effects  when 
obtained,  and  when  a  court  proceeds  without  it.  In  order  to 
give  validity  to  a  judgment  of  a  court  there  must  be  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  cause  and  of  the  person.  Jurisdiction  of  the  cause 
arises  out  of  some  right  or  claim  to  a  thing  within  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  or  out  of  some  controversy  between 
the  parties — involving  the  claim  of  one  or  the  other,  for  the  per- 
fonnance  of  some  act,  as  the  payment  of  money,  the  transfer  of 
property,  or  the  doing  or  omission,  or  forbearance  to  do  some 
act — which  controversy  the  court  is  invested  with  authority  to 
decide.  When  a  court  is  moved  by  one  party  to  enforce  a  claim 
or  decide  a  controversy,  and  for  that  purpose  brings  before  it  the 
other  party,  this  is  obtaining  jurisdiction  of  the  person.  Juris- 
diction of  the  person  is  properly  acquired  by  personal  notice  or 
service  of  process ;  but  other  modes  have  been  substituted  by 
express  provisions  of  law  or  the  practice  of  oourts — ^as  publication, 
notice  to  the  agent  or  attorney  of  the  party,  or  an  appearance 
for  him  by  one  of  Jthe  attorneys  of  the  coui-t.  Jurisdiction  is 
acquired  in  one  of  two  modes:  first,  as  against  the  person  of  the 
defendant  by  the  service  of  process ;  or  secondly,  by  a  procedure 
against  the  property  of  the  defendant  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  courts  In  the  latter  case  the  defendant  is  not  personally 
bound  by  the  judgment  beyond  the  property  in  question.  And 
it  is  immaterial  whether  the  proceeding  against  the  property  be 
by  an  attachment  or  bill  in  chancery.  It  must  be  substantially  a 
proceeding  in  rem,} 
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"  When  process  is  instituted — ^when,  on  a  demand  for  it  in 
the  prescribed  mode,  the  process  of  the  court  is  issued — the  steps 
taken  under  that  process  must  be  matter  proper  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  court.  The  court  must  determine  whether  the  suit 
is  prosecuted — whether  the  demand  for  the  thing  to  which  a 
right  is  asserted  is  continued.  So,  if  it  be  claimed  that  process 
has  been  waived,  the  fact  of  waiver,  or  tlie  authority  to  waive,  as 
shown  by  the  evidence,  must  be  decided  by  the  court.  This  de- 
termination or  decision  may  be  express  on  the  very  point,  as  by 
an  assertion  on  the  record,  that  the  process  has  been  served,  or 
that  the  party  has  appeared  by  an  attorney,  or  it  may  be  neces- 
sarily implied  in  the  action  of  the  court  upon  the  demand  of  the 
party.  The  determination  or  decision,  that  a  party  has  been 
served  with  process,  or  that  he  has  given  authority  to  waive  pro- 
cess, if  in  truth  he  has  not  been  served,  or  given  such  authority, 
is  a  determination  or  decision,  when  he  has  no  opportunity  to  be 
heard.  Hence,  the  riglit  to  show  in  opposition  to  the  record  of 
such  determination  or  decision,  the  truth  by  evidence  has  been 
claimed,  as  required  by  the  principles  of  natural  justice. 

"  If  the  court  acts  at  ali  upon  the  question  whether  a  party 
has  been  served  with  process,  or  has  authorized  an  appearance  in 
the  absence  of  such  party,  then  the  decision  must  be  made  at  the 
risk  of  an  incorrect  conclusion.  And  it  would  be  absurd  to  re- 
quire notice  of  such  inquiry,  as  that  would  involve  a  similar  en- 
quiry, whether  there  were  notice  of  that  notice.  The  court  must 
act  upon  the  demand  for  which  process  has  been  instituted,  either 
with  or  without  inquiry  into  the  fact  whether  such  process  has 
been  served.  That  there  should  be  no  inquiry — that  a  judgment 
by  default  should  be  rendered  without  inquiry  into  the  fact 
whether  the  process  has  been  served  on  the  defendant — cannot 
with  any  propriety  be  claimed.  If  then,  the  inquiry  should  be 
made,  what  eflPect  is  to  be  given  to  the  determination  or  decision  ? 
Is  it  obligatory,  unless  impeached  or  set  aside  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed as  to  other  decisions  of  the  court,  or  may  it  be  disre- 
garded as  null  and  void,'  whenever  brought  in  question,  upon 
allegation  and  proof  that  the  party  in  truth  had  no  notice  or 
opportunity  to  be  heard  ?  Here  arises  a  conflict  between  princi- 
ples of  policy,  which  require  the  former  conclusion,  and  princi- 
ciples  of  natural  justice,  which  lead  to  the  latter ;  and,  as  might 
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be  expected  in  cases  of  ench  conflict,  the  decisions  of  courts  have 
<liffered. 

'^  As  to  the  jadgments  of  coarts  of  general  jurisdiction,  the 
l^neral  rule  is  to  sustain  such  judgments  against  indirect  or  col- 
lateral attacks  on  their  validity  and  effect.  It  appears  to  have 
been  thought  that  natural  justice  is  satisfied,  when  notice  is  re- 
quired, and  an  impartial  tribunal  established  to  ascertain  and 
determine  whether  it  has  been  given.  Nor  can  it  be  properly 
said  that  such  a  tribunal  has  jurisdiction,  because  it  has  so  de- 
cided. Its  decision  is  binding,  because  it  was  authorized  to  make 
it,  and  because  public  policy  and  the  respect  due  to  the  sover- 
eignty it  represents,  at  l9ast  in  tribunals  acting  under  the  same 
.sovereignty,  requires  that  the  decision  should  be  regarded,  while 
it  remains  on  the  record  unimpeached  and  unrevei*sed."' 

§  65.  Nihil  aH/ud  est  jvArisdActo  qua/ra  habere  a/utoritatem, 
jvdiamdi  aimsjvs  dicendi  inter  partes  de  dotianibtcs  person^ 
a/rwmst  rervrni^  secfwndvnn  quod  ded/uctae  fuermt  in  judicwm 
per  an  toritcUem  ordAna/rvwm  vei  ddegatcmi.  Jurisdiction  is 
given  by  law,  and  cannot  be  conferred  by  consent  of  the 
parties;'  but  a  privilege  defeating  jurisdiction  may  be  waived 
if  the  court  has  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  matter.  Juris- 
diction given  by  the  law  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  tribunal 
is  sufficient  everywhere,  as  to  all  property  within  the  sovereignty 
and  as  to  persons  of  whom  process  is  actually  and  personally 
served  within  the  territorial  limits  of  jurisdiction,  or  who  appear 
and  by  their  pleadings  admit  jurisdiction.  Jurisdiction  must 
either  be  of  the  cattse^  which  is  acquired  by  exercising  powers 
conferred  by  law  over  property  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
the  sovereignty,  or  of  the  person,  which  is  acquired  by  actual 
service  of  process  or  personal  appearance  of  the  defendant.  The 
question  as  to  the  possession  of  the  former  is  to  be  determined 
according  to  law  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  latter,  as  a  simple 

>  CaUen  v.  Ellizon,  18  Ohio  S.  446;  «  Burckle  v.  Eckhart,  8  N.  Y.  182; 
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question  of  fact.  Thas  admiralty  proceediugs  in  rem  ai*e  conclu* 
sive  everywhere  if  the  court  had  a  rightful  jurisdictioo  founded 
OD  actual  possession  of  the  subject  matter,  and  a  personal 
judgment  in  an  action  between  citizens  of  the  same  sovereignty, 
when  properly  authenticated  and  sought  to  be  enforced  in  an- 
other State,  is  conclusive  in  such  sovereignty  of  the  rights  of  the 
parties. 

§  66.  Jy/risdictio  estpotestas  de  publico  introdMcta  cv/m,  neces- 
sitate juris  dicendi.  Jurisdiction  is  a  term  signifying  the- 
authority  of  law  over  a  certain  territory  or  over  certain  per- 
sons ;  but  since  the  action  of  the  persons  must  always  be  the 
essential  object  of  all  laws,  the  jurisdiction  of  laws  over  a  cer- 
tain territory  means  over  all  the  persons  within  that  territory.* 
The  term  jurisdiction  has  two  different  significations.  First,, 
its  primary,  natural  sense— the  right  to  deal  with  particular 
things  or  persons.  Second,  its  far  more  common  acceptation — 
the  territorial  limits  within  which  that  authority  is  exercised. 

Jurisdiction  is  the  power  to  hear  and  determine  the  subject 
matter  in  controversy  between  parties  to  a  suit,  to  adjudicate  or 
exercise  any  judicial  power  over  them  ;  the  question  is  whether, 
on  the  case  before  the  court  their  action  is  judicial  or  extra- 
judicial, with  or  without  the  authority  of  law,  to  render  a  judg- 
ment or  decree  upon  the  rights  of  the  litigant  parties.  If  the 
law  confers  the  power  to  render  a  judgment  or  decree,  then  the- 
court  has  jurisdiction  ;  what  shall  be  adjudged  or  decreed  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  with  which  is  the  right  of  the  case,  is 
judicial  action,  by  hearing  and  determining  it.'  It  is  the  author- 
ity to  judge  or  administer  justice,  the  power  to  act  judicially, 
and  to  pronounce  judgment,  introduced  by  common  right,  arising 
out  of  the  necessity  of  declaring  law. 

§  67.  Jurisdiction  depends  upon  the  fact  that  either  the  per- 
son or  thing  is  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  tribunal  where 
the  action  is  brought.  "  Actions  are  either  local  or  transitory, 
the  former  being  founded  on  such  causes  of  action  as  necessarily 
refer  to  some  particular  locality,  as  in  the  case  of  trespasses  to- 

1  Hurd,7.  &B.  22.  718;  Scliroeder  v.  Ins.  Co.,  104  DL 
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lands ;  the  latter  as  in  such  causes  of  actions  as  may  take  place 
anywhere,  as  in  the  case  of  trespasses  to  goods,  batteries,  and  the 
like.  Seal  actions  are  always  in  their  nature  local ;  personal  are 
for  the  most  part  transitory.  Between  local  and  transitory  ac- 
tions there  are  important  distinctions — that  tlie  former  are,  as 
the  general  rule,  tried  in  the  proper  county  where  the  cause  of 
action  arose,  and  by  a  jury  of  that  county  ;  the  latter  may  be 
tried  in  any  county  at  the  discretion  (in  general)  of  tlie  plaintiff. 

§  68.  Jurisdiction  in  personal  actions  depends  upon  service  or 
notice  to  the  party  in  person,  or,  what  is  equivalent  thereto;  at 
the  domicile  or  residence  of  the  party,  which  must  of  necessity 
be  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  tribunal.  Without  service 
the  judgment  inpersona/m  of  any  court  is  a  nullity,  except  in 
the  States  where  local  statutes  may  otherwise  provide.  Beyond 
those  localities  it  is  absolutely  void.  No  judgment  m  personam 
can  have  any  extra-territorial  force  unless  the  parties  are  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 

Proceedings  in  rem  are  of  a  different  character;  a  judgment 
and  sale  under  such  proceedings,  when  had  under  a  competent 
tribunal  of  the  place  where  the  property  lies,  gives  a  title  which 
cannot  be  impeached  in  any  country.  In  this  class  of  actions  the 
defendant  is  notified  upon  seizure  of  his  property  to  attend  court 
and  defend  the  action.  Of  this  character  are  actions  against  non- 
residents by  attachment,  against  non-resident  mortgagors,  etc. 
There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  power  of  a  State  to  sell  such 
property  on  such  a  judgment.  The  power  of  a  State  over  real 
or  personal  property  within  its  borders  is  unquestioned,  no  mat- 
ter where  the  owner  may  be.  "  A  nation  within  whose  territory 
any  personal  property  is  actually  situate  has  as  entire  dominion 
over  it,  while  therein,  in  point  of  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction, 
as  it  has  over  immovable  property  there  situate.  It  may  regulate 
its  transfer,  and  subject  it  to  process  and  execution,  and  provide 
for  and  control  the  uses  and  disposition  of  it,  to  the  same  extent 
that  it  may  exert  its  authority  over  immovable  property."* 

If  a  court  has  no  jurisdiction  its  decision  is  a  nullity,  and  it 
matters  not  what  facts  it  finds,  or  what  questions  it  decides — in 

>  Story  Conflict  of  L.  §  650;  Castrique  v.  Imrie,  L.  R.  4  H.  L.  Cas.  428. 
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fact  they  are  all  nullities.  *  If  without  jurisdiction  it  cannot  ad- 
judicate the  real  merits  of  the  case,  it  cannot  adjudicate  any 
other  question,  whether  it  be  introductory,  incidental,  or  collat- 
eral. A  judgment  becomes  absolute  verity,  and  concludes  the 
parties  thereto,  because,  and  only  because  the  court  pronouncing 
it  had  jurisdiction  so  to  do. 

§  69.  J  urisdiction  is  the  nglit  to  pronounce  judgment  acquired  ' 
through  due  process  of  law.  Due  process  of  law  imports  the  « 
right  of  the  person  affected  thereby  to  be  present  before  the 
tribunal  which  pronounces  judgment  upon  the  question  of  life^ 
liberty,  or  property,  in  its  most  cooiprehensive  sense ;  to  be  heard 
by  testimony  or  otherwise,  and  to  have  the  right  of  controverting 
by  proof  every  material  fact  which  bears  on  the  question  of 
right  in  the  matter  involved.  If  any  question  of  fact  or  liability 
be  conclusively  presumed  against  him,  this  is  not  duo  process  of 
law.'  The  right  of  a  court  to  pronounce  judgment  by  due  pro- 
cese  of  law  demands  that  there  shall  be  a  major  portion  of  the 
essential  requisites,  viz. :  jurisdiction  of  the  territory,  that  is, 
within  a  township.  City,  Oounty,  District,  or  State.  Jurisdiction 
of  the  subject-matter ;  as,  for  example,  United  States  courts  in 
admiralty  proceedings,  ecclesiastical  courts  of  church  govern- 
ment^ probate  courts  of  the  estates  of  deceased  pei'sons,  and  mili- 
tary courts  of  persons  in  military  service.  Jurisdiction  of  the 
process ;  as  where  a  court  of  probate  appoints  an  administaator,. 
or  has  power  to  enforce  its  sentence  or  judgment.  Jurisdiction 
of  the  person  ;  that  is,  the  person  must  not  only  be  within  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  but  he  must  be  personally 
notified  as  required  by  law.  Jurisdiction  of  the  action ;  as  where 
the  right  to  probate  a  will  is  conferred  on  a  special  tribunal,  or 
actions  concerning  real  estate  are  vested  in  courts  of  general  juris- 
diction. Jurisdiction  is  the  right  to  pronounce  judgment  acquired 
through  due  process  of  law. 

§  70.  The  constitutional  provision  (that  no  person  shall  be 
deprived  of  his  property  without  dueproceM  of  la/w)  is  no  broader 
or  surer  or  better  understood  than  the  common  law  principle,  or 
principle  of  natural  justice  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  our 
jurisprudence,  that  no  man  shall  have  his  propeHy  taken  fronv 

>  Zeigler  v.  R  R  Co.,  58  Ala.  694. 
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him  by  a  judicial  proceeding  without  an  opportunity  being  given 
him  to  show  why  it  should  not  be  taken — that  is,  without  a  day 
in  court.  "  D%be  procesB  of  Ioajo^^  when  applied  to  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, means  a  course  of  legal  proceedings  according  to  those 
rules  and  principles  which  have  been  established  by  our  jurispru- 
dence for  the  protection  and  enforcement  of  private  rights.  To 
give  such  proceedings  any  validity,  there  must  be  a  competent 
tribunal  to  pass  upon  their  subject-matter  ;  and,  if  that  involves 
merely  a  determination  of  the  personrl  liability  of  the  defendant, 
he  must  be  brought  within  its  jurisdiction  by  service  of  process 
within  the  state,  or  by  his  voluntary  appearance.' 

§  71.  The  fonns  of  a  suit  or  action  are  not  indispensably 
demanded  by  the  constitutional  clause  as  to  due  process  of  law ; 
whenever  the  laws  of  a  state  provide  for  a  mode  of  ascertaining 
or  contesting  a  charge  or  claim  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice, 
with  such  notice  to  the  person  or  such  proceeding  in  regard  to  the 
property  as  is  appropriate  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  the  judgment 
in  such  proceedings  cannot  be  said  to  deprive  the  owner  of  his 
property  without  due  process  of  law,  however  obnoxious  it  may 
be  to  other  objections.* 

§  72.  The  law  is,  and  always  has  been,  that  whenever  notice 
or  citation  is  required,  the  party  cited  has  the  right  to  appear  and 
be  heard,  and  when  the  latter  is  denied  the  former  is  ineffectual 
for  any  purpose.  The  denial  to  a  party  in  such  a  case  of  the 
right  to  appear,  is  in  legal  effect  the  recall  of  the  citation  to  him. 
The  period  within  which  the  appearance  must  be  made  and  the 
right  to  be  heard  exercised,  is,  of  course,  a  matter  of  regulation, 
depending  either  upon  positive  law,  or  the  rules  or  orders  of  the 
court,  or  the  established  practice  in  such  cases.  And  if  the  ap- 
pearance be  not  made,  and  the  right  to  be  heard  be  not  exercised 
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within  the  period  thus  prescribed,  tlie  default  of  the  party  pro- 
secuted, or  possible  claimants  of  the  property,  may,  of  course,  be 
entered,  and  the  allegations  of  the  petition  be  taken  as  true  for 
the  purpose  of  the  proceeding.  But  the  denial  of  the  right  to 
i^ppear  and  be  heard  at  all,  is  a  different  matter  altogether.' 

§  73.  Jurisdiction  is  authority  to  hear  arid  determine.  It  is  an 
axiomatic  proposition  that  when  jurisdiction  has  attached,  what- 
ever  errors  may  subsequently  occur  in  its  exercise,  the  proceeding 
being  coram  judice^  can  be  impeached  collaterally  only  for  fraud. 
In  all  other  respects,  it  is  as  conclusive  as  if  it  were  irreversible  in  a 
proceeding  for  error.  This  doctrine,  that,  where  a  court  has 
once  acquired  jurisdiction  it  has  a  right  to  decide  every  question 
which  arises  in  the  cause,  and  its  judgment,  however  erroneous, 
cannot  be  collaterally  assailed,  is  undoubtedly  correct  as  a  gene- 
ral proposition,  but  like  all  general  propositions,  is  subject  to 
many  qualifications  in  its  application.  All  courts,  even  the 
highest,  are  more  or  less  limited  in  their  jurisdiction  ;  they  are 
limited  to  particular  classes  of  actions,  such  as  civil  or  criminal; 
or  to  particular  modes  of  administering  relief,  such  as  legal  or 
equitable  ;  or  to  transactions  of  a  special  character,  such  as  arise 
on  navigable  watere,  or  relate  to  the  testamentary  disposition  of 
estates ;  or  to  the  use  of  particular  process  in  the  enforcement  of 
these  judgments. 

Though  the  court  may  possess  jurisdiction  of  a  cause,  of  the 
subject  matter  and  of  the  parties,  it  is  still  limited  in  its  modes 
of  procedure  and  in  the  extent  and  character  of  its  judgments. 
It  must  act  judicially  in  all  taings,  and  cannot  then  transcend 
the  power  conferred  by  the  law.  If,  for  instance,  the  action  be 
upon  a  money  demand,  the  court,  notwithstanding  its  complete 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject  and  parties,  has  no  power  to  pass 
judgment  of  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  upon  the  defen- 
dant. If  the  action  be  for  a  libel  or  personal  tort,  the  court  can- 
not order  in  the  case  a  specific  performance  of  a  contract.  If 
the  action  be  for  the  possession  of  real  property,  the  court  is 
powerless  to  admit  in  the  case  the  probate  of  a  will.  Instances 
of  this  kind  show  that  the  general  doctrine  is  subject  to  many 
qualifications. 

»  Brown  v.  Hummel,  6  Pa.  St.  86;  McAuley's  Appeal,  77  Pa.  St.  397. 
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The  jodgments  mentioned,  given  in  the  cases  supposed,  would 
not  be  merely  erroneous,  they  would  be  absolutely  void,  because 
the  court  in  rendering  them  would  transcend  the  limits  of  its 
authority  in  those  cases. 

It  by  no  means  follows  that  because  a  court  has  jurisdiction 
of  the  parties  and  the  subject  matter,  that  these  facts  would  make 
valid,  however  erroneous  it  may  be,  any  judgment  a  court  may 
render  in  such  case.  If  a  justice  of  the  peace,  having  jurisdic- 
tion to  fine  for  a  misdemeanor,  and  with  the  party  charged  prop- 
perly  before  him,  should  render  a  judgment  that  he  be  hung,  it 
would  simply  be  void.  Why  void  ?  Because  he  had  no  power 
to  render  such  a  judgment.  So,  if  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction 
.should,  on  an  indictment  for  libel,  render  a  judgment  of  death, 
or  confiscation  of  property,  it  would,  for  the  same  reason,  be  void. 
Or  if,  on  an  indictment,  for  treason  the  court  should  render  a 
judgment  of  attaint,  whereby  the  heirs  of  the  criminal  could  not 
inherit  his  property,  which  should  by  the  judgment  of  the  court 
be  confiscated  to  the  State,  it  would  be  void  as  to  the  attainder, 
because  in  excess  of  the  authority  of  the  court,  and  forbidden  by 
the  Constitution.  So  it  was  held,  '^  that  a  judgment  in  a  confis- 
cation case,  condemning  the  fee  of  the  property,  was  void  for  the 
remainder,  after  the  termination  of  the  life  estate  of  the  owner. 
To  the  objection  that  the  decree  was  conclusive  that  the  entire 
fee  was  confiscated,  the  court  replied  :  *  Doubtless,  a  decree  of  a 
court  having  jurisdiction  to  make  the  decree  cannot  be  im- 
peached collaterally ;  but  under  the  act  of  Congress,  the  District 
Oourt  had  no  power  to  order  a  sale  which  should  confer  upon  the 
purchaser  rights  outlasting  the  life  of  French  Forrest  (the  owner). 
Had  it  done  so,  it  would  have  transcended  its  jurisdiction.''*  So 
4i  departure  from  established  modes  of  procedure  will  often  render 
the  judgment  void  ;  thus,  the  sentence  of  a  person  charged  with 
felony,  upon  conviction  by  the  court,  without  the  intervention  of 
a  jury,  would  be  invalid  for  any  purpose.  The  decree  of  a  court 
of  equity  upon  oral  allegations,  without  written  pleadings,  would 
be  an  idle  act,  of  nd  force  l^eyond  that  of  an  advisory  proceeding 
of  the  chancellor.  And  the  reason  is  that  the  courts  arc  not  au- 
thorized to  exert  their  power  in  that  way.     The  doctrine  is  only 
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correct  when  the  court  proceeds,  after  acquiring  jariediction  of 
the  canse,  according  to  the  established  modes  governing  the  clasfr 
to  which  the  case  belongs,  and  does  not  transcend,  in  the  extent 
or  character  of  its  judgment,  the  law  which  is  applicable  to  it. 
It  may  be  more  accurately  stated  that  jurisdiction  having  attached^ 
everything  done  within  the  power  of  that  jurisdiction^  when 
collaterally  questioned ;  is  held  conclusive  of  the  rights  of  the 
parties  unless  impeached  for  fraud.'  Jurisdiction  is  the  right  to 
hear  and  determine,  not  to  determine  without  hearing.  Tiiis 
principle  was  pointedly  applied  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,"  by  Judge  Field,  who,  in  delivering  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  said  :  "  The  principle  stated  in  this  teree  language 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  well-ordered  systems  of  jurispru- 
dence. Wherever  one  is  assailed  in  his  person  or  his  property^ 
there  he  may  defend,  for  the  liability  and  the  right  are  insepar- 
able. This  is  a  principle  of  natural  justice,  recognized  as  such 
by  the  common  intelligence  and  conscience  of  all  nations.  A 
sentence  of  a  court  pronounced  against  a  party  witliout  hearing 
him,  or  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  is  not  a  judicial 
determination  of  his  rights,  and  is  not  entitled  to  respect  in 
any  other  tribunal. 

'*  There  must  be  notice  to  a  party  of  some  kind,  actual  or  con 
structive,  to  a  valid  judgment  affecting  his  rights.  Until  notice 
is  given,  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  in  any  case  to  proceed  to 
judgment,  whatever  its  authority  may  be,  by  the  law  of  its  organi- 
zation, over  the  subject  matter.  But  notice  is  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  the  party  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  upon 
the  claim  or  the  charges  made ;  it  is  a  summons  for  him  to  ap- 
pear and  speak,  if  he  has  anything  to  say,  why  the  judgment 
sought  should  not  be  rendered.  A  denial  to  a  party  of  the  benefit 
of  a  notice,  would  be  in  effect  to  deny  that  he  is  entitled  to  notice 
at  all,  and  the  sham  and  deceptive  proceeding  had  better  bo 
omitted  altogether.  It  would  be  like  saying  to  a  party,  appear 
and  you  shall  be  heard,  and  when  he  has  appeared,  saying,  your 
appearance  shall  not  be  recognized  and  you  shall  not  be  heard. 
In  the  present  case,  the  court  not  only  in  effect  said  this,  but 
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immediately  added  a  decree  of  eondemnation,  reciting  that  the 
default  of  all  pei'sons  had  been  dnly  entered.  It  is  difficult  to 
speak  of  a  decree  thus  rendered  with  moderation ;  it  was  in  fact 
a  mere  arbitrary  edict,  clothed  in  the  form  of  a  judicial  sentence." 

§  74.  Effect  of  Res  Judicata. — The  effect  of  a  final  judgment 
that  is  Rea  Judicata  is  to  create  b,  presumpt/ion  that  every  thing 
adjudged  is  true,  and  this  presumption  is  juris  et  dejure.  Pre- 
sumptions juria  et  de  jure^  are  those  which  are  such  absolute 
proof  as  to  exclude  all  evidence  to  the  contrary.  Est  dispositio 
legis  aliquid  praesumentis^  et  mper  prdesumpto  tanquam  sibi 
oomperto  stat/aentis.  It  is  QoMQ&praesymptio  juris  because  «Z^d 
mtroducta  est.  Et  de  jure^  quia  super ^  tali  praesumptione  lemy 
imducit  firrrhum  jua^  et  hahet  earn,  pro  veritate.  Presumptions 
juris  et  dejure  cannot  be  destroyed,  and  the  party  against  whom 
they  operate,  is  not  permitted  to  prove  anything  in  oppositiou 
to  them.  It  is  an  irrebuttable  presumption,  an  inference  which 
the  law  makes  so  peremptorily,  that  it  will  not  allow  it  to  bo 
overturned  by  any  contrary  proof  however  strong.  Thus,  whero 
a  cause  has  once  been  regularly  adjudicated  upon  by  a  competent 
tribunal,  from  which  there  either  lies  no  appeal  or  the  time  for 
appealing  has  elapsed,  the  whole  matter  assumes  the  form  of  res 
judicata^  and  evidence  will  not  be  admitted  in  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings between  tliC  same  parties  to  show  that  decision  erroneous. 
Res  judAcata pro  veritcUe  acoipitur.  Thus  the  party  adjudged  to 
pay  anything  is  presumed  really  to  owe  it,  and  the  plaintiff  or 
party  in  whose  favor  judgment  is  rendered  may  consequently  com- 
pel the  other  party  to  pay  the  money  by  seizure  and  sale  of  his 
property,  and  he  cannot  contradict  the  judgment ;  and  vice  versa, 
when  the  judgment  is  in  favor  of  the  defendant  dismissing  tho 
plaintiff's  demand  there  arises  so  strong  a  presumption  that  the 
things  demanded  are  not  due  that  the  action  can  not  af  terwards^ 
be  renewed  for  the  same  cause  of  action  or  demand.  The  judg- 
ment produces  an  exception  called  exceptio  rei  judicata  which 
precludes  the  action  from  being  renewed. 

As  the  effect  of  res  judicata  excludes  all  proof  in  contradic- 
tion of  what  has  been  adjudged ;  the  party  against  whom  judg- 
ment is  rendered,  is  not  permitted  to  show  that  ithere  are  any 
errors  in  ascertaining  the  amount  due — resjudicalae  si  suh  prae^ 
textu  co7nputationis  instaureutur,  nvllis  erit  litium  finis.     But  if 
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the  error  appear  on  the  face  of  the  judgment  itself,  it  may  be 
rectified  ;  as  if  th<»*e  were  several  items,  one  for  $50,  one  for  $25^ 
one  for  $100,  and  the  jndgmeoTt  should  be  for  $330,  and  when 
corrected  is  conclusive. 

Sic  Galcidi  error  in  sententla  esse  dioatur,  appellare  necesse 
non  est ;  veluti  si  judex  ita  pronuntiaverit  •  cum  constet  Tltium 
Seio  ex  iZla  specie  quinquatjinta,  item  ex  ilia  specie  viginti  quin- 
quere  dehere  j  idcirco  Lutium,  Tltum  Seio  centum  condemno 
nam  quoniam  error  computationis  est,  7iec  appellare  necesse  esty 
et  citra  provocationem  corrigitur.  Sed  et  si  hujus  quaestionis 
judex  sententiam,  Confirm^veret  si  quidem  idea  quod  quinqua 
quinta  ei  viginti  quinque  fieri  centum  putaverit :  adhec 
idem  error  computationis  esty  nee  appellare  necesse  est^  si  vera 
ideOy  quoniain  et  alias  species  viginti  quinque  fui^se  dixeritj 
appdlatione  locus  est. 

§  75.  According  to  the  Roman  law  as  administered  by  the 
praetors,  an  action  might  be  defended  in  any  of  the  following 
modes  :*  1st.  By  a  simple  denial  or  traverse  of  the  facts  alleged 
as  the  ground  of  action.  2d.  By  pleading  new  facts  which  con- 
stituted, ipso  jui^e^  a  bar  to  the  plaintiffs  claim,  although  such 
claim  might  have  been  in  the  first  instance  well  founded  as  a 
payment  or  a  release.  3d.  By  showing  such  facts  as  might  in- 
duce the  praetor,  on  equitable  grounds,  to  declare  certain  defenses 
admissible,  the  effect  of  which,  if  established,  would  bo  not  to 
destroy  the  action  ipsojure,  but  to  render  it  ineffectual  by  means 
of  the  " exceptioy^  thus  specially  proscribed  by  the  praetor  for 
the  consideration  of  the  judge  to  whose  final  decision  the  action 
miglit  be  referred.  Exceptio  is,  therefore,  defined  to  be  qitasi 
quaedam  exclusio  quae  opponi  actioni  cujusque  rei  solet^  ad  eli- 
dendum  id  qiwd,  in  intenti&nem  consentionemve  deductum,  est^ 
and  according  to  Paulus  :  Exceptio  est  conditio  quae  modu  eximit 
reum  damnatione^  modo  minuit  condemnationem.*  In  the  class 
of  exceptions  referred  to  was  included  the  exceptio  rei  judicatae. 
According  to  Justinian,  Item^  sijudicio  tecum  O/ctum,  fuerit^  sive 
dai    remy    sive  in  personam^  nihilom,inus  ohligatio  duraty    et 


>  Mackeldy*s  Civil  Law,  407.  *  Brisson  (ed  cura  Heinee). 

»  Dig.  44,  1,  22,  Pr. 


Estoppel  by  Rkcord.  77 

idea  ipso  jure  de  eadem  re  posiea  adv^^rsus  te  agi  potest  sed 
debeoper  excepiionem  reijudicatae  adjuvari.^ 

§  70.  Of  the  £xceptioD8  Rei  Jvdicatm  and  in  Judicium  De- 
ductae.     Gains  draws  atceDtion  to  a  rule  of  practice  in  pleadings 
by  which  it  was  laid  down  that  in  certain  actions  the  defenses  of 
"  judgment  recovered  "  and  "  matter  already  in  issue  "  could  be 
set  up  as  of  course  and  under  the  general  issue,  whilst  in  certain 
other   actions  they  could  only  be  made  use  of  wlien  specially 
pleaded.    The  plea,  technically  called  exceptio  rei  in  judicium  de- 
ductae^  meant  that  the  exact  question  between  the  parties  had 
already  been  argued  before  the  praetor,  and  had  been  settled  by 
him  in  shape  of  a  formula.     That  is  to  say,  the  plaintiff  on  some 
former  occasion  had  raised  the  same  points,  and  had  called  upon 
the  defendant  to  reply  to  them  injure,  and  every  step  in  plead- 
ing up  to  the  litis  contestio  had  been  taken.     The  other  plea,  rei 
jxidicatae,  meant  that  matters  had  gone  even  further  than   the 
litis   contestatio.     That   is  to  say,  the  praetor   had   drawn   the 
formula,  and  sent  it  dpwu  to  the  judex,  with  the  precise  questions 
of  fact  for  trial,  and   that  the  decision  of  the  judex  had  been 
given.     There  were  three  seta  of  actions  in  wliich   the  effect  of 
these  defenses  require  to  be  considered.     First,  a  cla^s  of  actions^ 
based  upon  the  imperiu7ti  of  the  praetor,  and  uncounccted  with 
the  strict  rules  and  technicalities  of  the  old  civil  law,  and   for 
which  a  time  of  limitation  was  prescribed,  co-existent  with  the 
duration  of  each  particular  praetor  in  office.     Second,  there  was 
a  class  of  actions  arising  from  obligations  and  dependent  upon  the 
old  civil  law,  both  by  their  very  nature  and  from   the  fact  that 
the  declaration  or  intentio  was  of  a  civil  law  form — that  is,  not 
standing  alone  but  preceded  by  a  denioTistratio.     Third,  there 
was  a  class  of  actions,  either  real,  and  arising  from  dominium  or 
personal  upon  the  case  {in  factum)  and  independent  not  only  of 
the  old  strict  civil  law,  but  of  all  standing  rules,  civil  or  prae- 
torian.    In  the  first,  the  rule  was  that  the  defense  of  judgment 
recovered,  '^  and  matter  still  in  issue  "  had  to  be  specially  pleaded. 
There  were  two  reasons  for  this  :  lirst,  because  praetorian  reme- 
dies were  not  affected  by  rules  of  pleading  applicable  to  the  old 
civil  law  actions,  and,  therefore^  there  was  nothing  in  strict  law 

»  Lib.  4,  T.  18,  §  10. 
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to  preyent  a  seoond  action  being  bronght — it  was  necessary  to 
allow  a  protection  to  the  defendants  in  the  shape  of  a  plea ;  and, 
4Becond,  because  during  each  succeeding  praetor's  year  of  office 
the  nature  and  subject  of  the  actions  tried  by  his  predecessor 
might  easily  be  forgotten,  and,  therefore,  a  reminder  in  the  shape 
of  a  special  plea  was  absolutely  necessary. 

In  the  second  class  of  actions  the  rule  was,  that  where  the  same 
plaintiff  brought  a  second  action  upon  the  same  facts  against  the 
same  defendant,  the  defense  of  "  judgment  recovered  "  or  "  matter 
still  in  issue  "  was  available  as  part  of  the  defendant's  proofs  under 
the  general  issue,  and  without  any  special  plea.  The  reason  for 
this  was,  that  inasmuch  as  these  were  strictly  legal  actions  with 
A  civil  law  intentioy  the  plaintiff  was  ipso  jure^  by  force  of  the 
<5ivil  law,  barred  from  attempting  any  further  claim. 

In  the  third  class  there  were  two  sets  of  actions — one  founded 
on  dominium  or  jits  in  re^  the 'other,  to  a  certain  extent,  founded 
on  obligation,  but  not  of  the  same  kind  as  in  the  old  civil  law 
personal  actions ;  and  the  rule  applicable  to  such  actions  was,  that 
in  order  to  avail  himself  of  his  special  defense,  it  was  necessary 
for  the  defendant  to  raise  the  point  by  his  pleas. 

It  is  clear  that  in  actions  of  the  latter  kind — personal  actions, 
in,  factum — both  the  reasons  which  have  been  given  above  for 
requiring  special  pleas  in  actions  based  upon  the  imperium  apply 
with  extra  force.  For  if  proceedings,  founded  on  standing  rules 
of  a  particular  praetor's  edict,  were  not  ipso  jure  a  bar  to  further 
proceedings  before  a  new  praetor,  still  less  coyld  those  pro- 
ceedings be  such  a  bar  which  had  been  allowed  by  the  former 
praetor,  merely  because  of  his  own  personal  theories  of  equity, 
enunciated  at  the  time  application  for  redress  was  made  to  him, 
and  never  cast  into  the  form  of  general  rules ;  and  again,  the  de- 
tails of  such  matters  were  even  more  liable  to  be  forgotten  than 
were  those  of  the  other  kind.  As  to  those  actions  springing  out  of 
dominium — real  actions — the  reason  why  a  special  plea  of  "  judg- 
ment recovered  "  was  necessary  is  obvious.  In  all  these  actions 
the  plaintiff  is  maintaining  a  right  against  the  whole  world,  and 
has  no  particular  aforeknown  person  by  whom  this  general  right 
can  be  imperilled.  As  then  he  has  to  meet  any  and  every  op- 
ponent, so  it  is  clear  a  victory  over  this  or  that  person  may  not 
entirely,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  silence  even  him,  for  he  may 
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Tenew  Vie  attack  on  new  groands.  In  the  case  of  an  obligation 
•claim  between  A.  and  B.,  where  the  judge  decides  that  B.  has 
not  to  perform  the  particular  obligation,  the  processes  are  few 
and  simple,  and  the  ground  of  attack  is  single ;  but  on  a  claim 
founded  on  s^Jus  m  re  there  may  be  a  variety  of  proofs  in  sup- 
poii;  of  a  claim,  shaped  in  more  ways  than  one,  and  the  ground 
of  attack  may  be  varied  in  proportion  to  the  intricacy  of  the 
right  at  stake.  Hei*e,  then,  there  is  nothing  in  strict  law,  ipso 
jv/re^  to  prevent  a  plaintiff  who  has  failed  once  from  trying  to 
succeed  a  second  time ;  and,  therefore,  as  in  the  first  class  of 
actions,  so  in  this,  to  prevent  vexatious  litigation,  the  defendant 
was  allowed  to  resort  to  bis  plea  of  '^  judgment  recovered  "  as  a 
matter  of  necessity.''  From  this  source  the  plea  of  judgment  re- 
covered or  estoppel  by  record,  as  generally  termed  in  our  law,  may 
ie  presumed  to  have  derived  its  origin.'  The  tea  judicata  was, 
in  fact,  a  result  of  the  definitive  sentence,  the  decree  of  the  judge, 
and  was  binding  upon,  and  in  general  unimpeachable  by  the 
litigating  parties  ;  and  was  expressed  by  the  familiar  maxim,  rea 
udjvdicata  pro  veritate  aocipituTy  which  must  be  understood,  to 
have  applied  only  when  the  same  question  was  once  judicially  de- 
<;ided,  and  was  again  raised  between  the  same  parties,  the  rule 
being  eoDceptionem  rei  jtcdtGOtae  obstare  quoties  eadem  questio 
inter  eaedem  personas  revooatur,* 

§  77.  By  the  litis  contestatio  the  parties  submit  themselves  to 
the  final  issue  of  the  legal  controversy ;  by  the  proofs  adduced 
they  enable  the  judge  to  gain  an  insight  into  the  subject  matter 
in  dispute ;  the  judgment  determines  the  existence  or  the  non- 
existence of  the  legal  claim.  Hence,  the  maxim  '^  Res  judicata 
jpro  veritate  hahetur  inter  partes^'^  that  is  to  say,  by  virtue  of  a 
legally  valid  sentence  a  right  is  formally  created.  But  the  efiiect 
which  results  from  the  sentence  does  not  reach  beyond*  the  par- 
ties to  the  suit  and  their  successors  {jmi&r  jpartee).  It  extends, 
however,  to  third  parties  exceptionally,  as,  for  instance,  in  the 
case  of  the  invalidity  of  a  testament,  in  an  indictment,  in  a  judg- 
ment upon  the  static  of  a  person,  in  judgments  in  cases  of  real 
^servitudes,  in  joint  ownerships  and  in  other  similar  instances. 


'  Phillimoie  Roman  Laws,  48. 


*  Digest  42,  1  pr. ;  8  Digest  Oivi^ 
Law,  Lib.  44;  Tit.  2,%U. 
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The  benefits  of  a  judgment  are  eecared  to  the  victorious  party 
by  means  of  the  actio  judioaU  or  bj  the  exceptio  rei  judicatoBy 
which  may  be  pleaded  either  by  the  plaintiff  or  the  defendant. 
The  newly  created  obligation  is  enforceable  by  the  actio jiidiccUL 
The  exceptio  rei  jvdicatoB  bars  every  claim  which  may  be  ad- 
verse to  the  matter  of  the  judgment  guotiens  inter  edsdem  per- 
sonas  eaderrh  questio  revocatur.  In  respect  to  the  requisites  for 
the  identity  of  a  legal  contention  two  things  are  needed  :  1.  The 
exceptio  falls  to  the  ground  when  no  identity  exists,  even  tliough 
the  subsequent  action  may  resemble  the  former  one.  2.  The 
exceptio  is  maintainable  where  the  identity  is  actually  present, 
though  the  previous  point  in  litigation  and  the  new  one  may  bo 
somewhat  dissimilar.  For  example,  a  suitor  has  instituted  the 
hereditaria  petitio  and  has  been  non-suited,  upon  which  he  pro- 
ceeds by  the  rei  vi/tidicatio  for  certain  definite  things.  In  this 
case  the  exceptio  rei  judicaim  comes  into  operation.  Thus  tho 
distinction  between  the  whole  and  part  is  irrelevant.  In  personal 
actions  identity  of  right  results  from  similarity  of  origin,  but  in 
real  rights  and  in  real  actions  the  mode  of  origin  is  immaterial/ 

§  78.  UndeJU^  ut  si  legiiimo  jtidido  debitwm,  petiero^  postea 
de  eo  ipso  Jure  offere  non  posaim^  quia  inutilvter  intendo  dart 
mihi  oportere  y  quia  litis  contestattone  dari  oportere  desiit  Aliter 
atqtce  si  imperio  continerUi  judicio  egerim^  tanc  enim  nihilomi' 
nus  obligatio  durat^  et  ideo  ipso  juro  postea  agere  possu7Ji  /  sed 
debeo  per  exceptionem  reijitdicat(B  vel  injvdicum  dedxictm  sunh- 
moveri.* 

Hence  it  comes  to  pass,  that  if  I  have  claimed  a  debt  before 
a  legitmumjudidum^  I  cannot  afterwards  sue  on  account  of  the 
same  thing  ipsojure,  because  I  employed  the  formula  '^  this  thing 


^  Tom.  and  Jenck.  Mod.  Rom.  Law, 
pp.  98  to  95. 

*  The  "  litis  eontestaito  "  transformed 
the  original  right  of  the  creditor  into 
a  new  one.  As  soon  as  the  suit 
passed  to  the  *' judicium  legiUmum" 
the  novation  of  the  obligation  extin- 
guished ipso  jure  the  former  right  If 
the  suit  were  "  in  judicium  iaipeHo 
cmUinens,**  that  is,  under  a  special 


judicium  as  distinguished  from  the 
'^judicium  legiUmum"  the  **Utis  oon- 
tesicUio"  did  not  have  the  effect  of 
extinguishing  the  previous  right  ipso^ 
facto  ;  but  it  empowered  the  defend- 
ant to  repel  the  plaintiff,  who  at- 
tempted to  recommence  his  action  bv 
the  plea  (excsptio)  * '  rei  in  judicium  ds- 
ducUB,"  Gaius,  pp.  S45,  1.  IIL,  % 
181. 
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ought  to  be  given  to  me  "  {dari  rriihi  oportere)  improperly,  since 
by  means  of  the  "  litis  contestatio  "  the  duty  to  give  {dari 
oportare)  has  ceased ;  it  is  othei'wise  if  I  have  sued  before  a 
^^ judicium  imperio  conUnens^^^  for  then  the  obligation  neverthe- 
less continues,  and  therefore  I  am  able  subsequently  to  sue  ipso 
jure  *  but  I  shall  be  rebutted  by  the  plea  ^^  re  judicatcB^'*  or  "  in 
jtcdioium  deduetCB^ 

§  79.  Et  siquidem  imperio  continenti  judicio  autem  fuerity 
»ive  in  rem  sive  in  personam^  sive  la  formulm  quce  in  /actum 
concepta  est  sive  ea  quminju^  hahet  intentionem^  postea  nihil- 
ominus  ipso  Jure  de  eadem  re  agi  potest.  Et  ideo  neoessaria  est 
exceptio  reijtidieatcB  vd  injudiciam  deductce. 

And  if,  indeed,  an  action  included  in  the  imperium  has  been 
prosecuted,  whether  it  be  real  {in  rem)  or  personal  (m  per- 
sonam\  whether  the  ybrmwZa  be  conceived  in  factum^  or  whether 
it  be  one  that  has  a  legal  inteniioy  a  suit  can  nevertheless  be  sub- 
sequently instituted  ipso  jure  on  account  of  the  same  thing;  and 
therefore  the  exceptio  reijudicati  or  in  judicium,  deductm  is  neces- 
sary.* 

At  vero  si  legitime  jvdido  inperscna/m  act/am  sit  eaformnila 
gucB  juris  cimlis  habet  intent/ionem^  postea  ipso  jure  de  eadem  re 
agi  non  potest,  et  ob  id  exceptio  supervacua  est.  Si  vero  vd  in 
rem  vd  in  factum,  actum  ficerity  ipso  jure  nihiiominus  postea  agi 
potesty  et  obid  exceptio  necessaria  est  reijudicatcB  vd  injiulicium 
deductce. 

On  the  contrary,  if  a  person  has  proceeded  in  a  legiUmvmfh 
judicium,  in, persona/m,  with  the  formula,  which  has  an  intentio 
framed  according  to  the  jt^  civile^  he  cannot  «.fterwards  sue 
ipso  jure  for  the  same  thing,  and  hence  the  exceptio  is  superfluous ; 
bnt  if  he  has  proceeded  either  in  rem  or  in  factum,  he  can, 
nevertheless,  subsequently  proceed  in  another  action  ipso  jure^ 
and  on  account  of  that,  in  such  a  case  the  exceptio  vei  juduxUm  or 
injvdidnim  ded/uctw  is  necessary.* 

'  Cktius,  p.  718,  ].  IV.  ^  106.  remarks  may  be     made  in  regard  ta 

'  'Ihe  *^  e^cceptio  rH  judicaXm,*' Baiha  the  '*exeeptio  in  judioium  dedueta" 

term  denotes,  implied  tliat  the  contro-  The  excepUo,  as  a  pleading,  negatived 

versy  had  been  before  the  judex,  and  the  plaintiff's  demand.     The  plea  of 

liad  received  bis  decision.      Similar  '*reB  cuffudicata"  y/veji  said  tobej^r- 

VoL.  I.— 6 
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§  80.  Alia  causa  fmt  oUm  legis  actionum.  Namfh  qua  ds  re 
actum  sernd  eraty  de  ea  postea  ipso  Jure  agi  nan  jpoterat  /  nee 
ormno  ita^  vt  n/unCy  usv^  erat  illie  temporibics  exceptionvan. 

It  was  otherwise  formerly  with  the  legis  actiones.  For  if  a 
suit  had  onoe  taken  place  concerniDg  a  thing,  a  second  suit  could 
not  be  siTbsequently  instituted  on  account  of  that  same  thing. 
Nor  were  exc&pUones  in  use  in  those  times  as  the;  are  now.' 

§  81.  ^^If  you  have  been  sued  in  a  real  or  personal  action, 
the  obligation  nevertheless  remains ;  and,  therefore,  in  strict  law 
you  may  again  be  sued  in  the  same  cause  ;  but  in  case  of  a  second 
suit  you  may  be  relieved  by  pleading  that  the  cause  has  already 
been  adjudged." 

The  exception  here  sketched  out  by  Justinian  is  founded  on 
the  maxim  of  Ulpian,  Res  judicata  pro  veritate  accipUur.  And 
it  is  for  the  public  good  that  every  legal  controversy  should  be 
decided  in  one  action,  in  order  that  litigation  may  not  be  indefin- 
itely multiplied,  and  to  avoid  the  confusion  which  would  arise 
from  conflicting  decisions  upon  the  same  matter. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  as  no  man  can  be  condemned  unheard, 
the  rule  obtains,  Hes  inter  alios  judicatcB  nvllvmi  aims  pr^tcdir 
ovuTnfaciunt 

It  follows  from  these  principles,  that  the  same  claims  must 
not  be  adjudicated  upon  more  than  once  between  the  same  par- 
ties, except  on  appeal.  Such  is  the  object  of  the  plea  called 
exceptio  rei  jvdicaUB, 

The  general  rule  is,  that  this  exception   is  a  good  defense 


emptory,  and  it  was  a  complete  and, 
as  tho  rule,  a  perpctuAl  answer  to  the 
plaintiff's  demand.  There  was  in  such 
cases  what  the  jurists  call  a  consump- 
tion of  the  right  of  action.  This  im- 
portant result  followed  ipio  jure,  as 
we  see  by  the  next  section  in  the  case 
of  the  "  legis  actiones,**  and  also  in  all 
other  cases  in  the  procedure  by  the 
Formula  in  a  **legitimum  judicium  in 
persanam/*  with  a  Formula  *'injus 
eoncepta."  Thus,  in  aU  actions  in 
rem   and   in  fadum,  the  defendant 


could  employ  against  the  plaintiff 
who  endeavored  to  bring  the  same  ac- 
tion a  second  time,  the  *'  excepUo  vei 
in  judicium  deduct€B"  and  if  the  judg- 
ment had  been  actually  pronounced, 
the  plaintiff  might  be  met  by  the 
*' exceptio  rei  judicaUB."  The  effect, 
however,  of  the  '*in  integrum  resti- 
tuiio  '*  was  to  place  the  plaintiff  in  the 
same  position  as  if  the  matter  had  not 
been  brought  into  judicium.  See 
Puchta's  Instit.  Vol.  II.  pp.  181» 
182;  Gains,  p.  719, 1.  IV.  §  107. 
>  Gains,  p.  720,  L  IV.  §  108. 
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-vrhen  the  same  qaestion  and  between  the  same  parties  is  again 
litigated  (otherwise  than  on  appeal)  after  Iiaving  been  judicially 
<lecided.  This  exception  is  not  competent  unless  the  same  liti- 
gation be  renewed ;  that  is  to  say,  between  the  same  parties, 
touching  the  same  thing,  and  upon  the  same  ca/um  petendi  or 
title." 

§  82.  The  mode  in  which  this  particular  exception  was,  in 
practice,  made  available  under  the  Roman  law,  may  be  illustrated 
as  follows :  B.,  having  no  title  to  a  horse,  sells  it  to  C.  A.  is  the 
rightful  owner  of  the  horse  and  brings  an  action  against  0.,  who 
recovers  a  judgment  against  A.  Afterwards  C.  loses  the  horse 
and  A.  obtains  possession  of  it.  C.  brings  an  action  against  A. 
to  recover  possession  of  the  horse.  A.  files  an  answer  denying 
<3.'s  title  to  the  horse.  C.  successfully  estops  A.  from  denying 
his  title  by  pleading  the  res  adjudicata^  or  former  judgment  be- 
tween the  same  parties. 

§  83.  The  exceptiones  which  were  unknown  to  the  old  Roman 
law,  were  introduced  to  mitigate  its  rigor  by  letting  in  defenses 
which  were  not  admissible  or  valid  stricti  juris  /  by  long  usage 
and  custom  these  exceptions  became  established  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  be  recognized  by  t\\Q  jus  civile^  and  ceasing  to  depend  merely 
upon  the  will  of  the  praetor,  became  in  some  measure  eompul- 
■eory  upon  him.  In  the  civil  law  the  plea  of  judgment  recovered 
at  once  suggests  itself  as  analogous  to  the  exceptio  rei  judicata 
above  mentioned,  as  directly  founded  on  the  fundamental  princi- 
ple of  the  law,  ^^nemo  dAet  his  vexaHpro  una  eadem  oausaP 
With  the  rule  of  the  civil  law  rightly  understood,  which,  in  the 
language  of  Ulpian,  says:  res  (idjudicata pro veritate  accipitury 
the  law  of  England  and  America  generally  agrees.* 

§  84.  The  sound  reason  of  the  rule  cannot  be  better  ex- 
pressed, than  Paulus,  in  the  digest,  thus  lays  it  down  :  Singulis 
oontroversiisj  singulas  acU<m€s  tmamque^  jvdica^i  finem  sufficerey 


'  Bow.  Mod.  Civ.  L.  pp.  808,  809.  597  ;  Notman  v.  Anchor,  &c.  Co.,  6 
«  Preston  v.  Peake,  E.  B.  &  E.  836  ;     C.  B.  N.  8.  536  ;  Spang's  Case,  5  Co. 

Mortimer  v.  Boutb,  &c.  Co.,  1  E.  &     61 ;  Brennan  v.   Moyer,  98  Pa.   St. 

X  888  ;  Barre  v.  Jackson,  1  Y.  &  C.      274 ;  Ferrer's  Case.  6  Co.  9  ;  Davis  v. 

Bledsoe,  69  Ala.  862. 
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probabvLi  ratione  plcbcuit ;  ne  aUter  modu%  lUium  midtiplioatus^ 
summam  dtgpie  inexplicabilem  fadout  diffieuUaiem  /  maasimiy  Si 
diver sa  pronunciareritur,^ 

Other  passages  in  the  same  division  of  the  digest  are  to  thi& 
effect;  thus  TJlpian  says:  *'-E55  generaliterj  {ut  Julianvs  deftnU) 
exceptio  rei  judicatae  obstat,  quoties  inter  easdem  personas  eaderr^ 
quaestio  revocatur,  vd  alio  genere  jvdioii,^^* 

Paulus  says :  "  Cum  quaeritur^  haec  exceptio  noceat  necne  f 
inspieiendimi  est  wn  idem  corjrus  S'it*  Qucmtitas  eadem^  id  m 
juSy  am,  eadem  eazisa  jpetendi  et  eadem  (HmdiUo  personarum  :  quae 
nisi  omnia  concurrunt^  alia  res  est,^^*  And  again,  "  Si  qms 
interdicto  egerit  de  possessionem  posted  in  rem  agens  non  repellitur 
per  exceptionem;  qv^omaariin  interdicto  possession  in  (Bctujnepro- 
prietas  vertitury^  and  Neratius,  *'  cum  de  hoc^  an  eadem  res  es% 
quaeriMcry  haec  spectanda  sunt/  personcB;  id  ipewm  de  quo 
a^gitur:  causa  proxim/i  acHonis :  nee  jam  interest^  qudy  7'aMone 
quis  ea/m  causam  actionis  competere  sibi  existim'Osset ;  perinde  ac 
si  quisy  posted  qua/m  contra  ev/m  judicatumy  essety  nova  instru- 
menta  caitsae  suae  repperisset,^^*  Voet,  in  his  commentary  on 
this  title,  says  :  ^^Non  aliter  tamsn  huic  exceptioni  locus  esty  quam  ' 
si  lis  terminata  denuo  moveatur  inter  easdem personaSy  de  eadem 
re  et  exeadem  petendi  ca/usdj  sic  uty  unoy  eXy  his,  tribus  deficientej. 
cesset.  Easdem  res  imMligitur  quotiens  apudjudicemposteriorem 
id  quaeritur  quad  apudpriorem  qiMesitum  est.  JEadem,  petendi 
causa  est  etiam,,  licet  non  eddem  a,ga4/ur  actioney  sed  alio  judicii 
qenere  eadem  quaestio  ventHetur;  cum  eandem  causam  non  tam 
actio  /aciat,  quam  potirn  origo  petitionis.  Qud  rationcy  cum 
propter  rei  emptae  vUium  tdUy  propter  quod  ea^n.  emptor  emp- 
turns  non  fuissety  et  redhibitoria  et  qiumti  minoris  actio  com- 


>  Digest,  lib.  44,  tit.  2,  soc.  6. 
*  Digest,  lib.  44,  tit.  2,  sec.  6. 

>  Digest,  lib.  44,  tit.  2,  sec.  12. 

In  order  that  a  res  judicata  should 
be  available  either  as  a  bar  or  an  ex- 
ception, it  was  necessary  that  there 
should  have  been,  in  the  former  ac- 
tion, the  same  thing  as  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  litigation,  the  same 
quantity,  the  same  right,  the  same 
ground  of  action,  the  same  parties. 


The  object  of  the  rule  of  ret  j%Ldi- 
eata  is  put  upon  two  grounds,  the  one, 
public  policy,  that  it  is  the  interest 
of  the  state  that  there  should  be  an 
end  of  litigation,  and  the  other  the 
hardship  on  the  individual  that  he 
should  be  vexed  twice  for  the  samfr 
cause. 

*  Digest,  lib.  44,  tit  2,  sec.  14. 

0  Digest,  lib.  44,  tit  2,  sec.  d7.  * 
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jpeiere  possUj  &io  ut  actioj  qanti  rivinorie  etia/m  redhtbitionem  tunc 
contmeoit.  JuUa/fiio  jplcumit  eum  qui,  aUerutra  earum  egerit,  H 
altera,  posted  agat,  reiJiuUcatcB  exceptione  submovendura  esse^ 
Vinnias,  in  a  note  to  tlie  13th  title  of  the  4th  book  of  the  insti- 
tutes upon  the  words  ^^per  exceptionem  rei  judicataey^^  sajs : 
"  Quai  ita  agenti  dbstat,  si  eadem  quaeetio  inter  eaadem  revocetur^ 
id  eat,  si  omnia  eint  eadem,  idem  corpus,  eadem  gitantitas,  idem 
jus,  eadem  ocmsapetendi  eadem  conditio  personarium. 

§  84  a.  In  order  that  the  exceptio  reijudicatw  should  produce 
its  effect,  the  concurrence  of  the  following  conditions  were  indis- 
pensable : 

It  was  necessary  that  the  new  action  should  present  for  decis- 
ion the  same  question  as  had  been  already  determined  by  the  first 
suit. 

The  suit  should  be  between  the  same  parties  or  their  legal 
representatives. 

JSeceptio  rei  judicata^  obstat,  qaoties  inter  easdem  personas 
eadeffn  questio  revocatur  vel  alio  genere  judicU.^ 

When  the  question  was  not  the  same,  the  exception  could  not 
be  advanced,  even  though  there  might  exist  other  points  of  contact 
between  the  same  suit.  But  from  the  moment  that  the  question 
was  the  same,  it  mattered  not  that  the  means  invoked  were  differ- 
ent, or  that  the  action  was  presented  under  another  form.  ^''M 
ideo  si  hereditate  petita  singular  res  petat,  vel  singulas  rehus 
peidtis  hereditaiem petat,  exceptione  summ,ovebitur;^  and  the  same 
principle,  "  Exceptio  jurisrandi  non  tantum  si  ea  actione  quia 
uiatur,  cvjus  nomine  exegit  jusjurandum,  opponi  dd>et,  sed  etiam, 
si  aUa,  si  modo  eadem  questio  in  judicium  deducaiury*  And  in 
the  same  way,  it  mattered  little  whether  the  new  action  was  con- 
trary to  the  terms  of  a  judgment  which  rejected  a  prior  demand, 
^r  even  to  the  facts  whicli  that  judgment  had  recognized  as  estab- 
lished, and  upon  which  the  judge  had  founded  his  decision. 
^'  De  eadem  re  agere  videtur,  et  qui  non  eadem  actione  agat  qua 
<iS)  initio  ag^at,  sed  etiam,  si  alia  experiatikr,  de  eadem  tamen 


rer 


The  exception  might  be  advanced,  when  a  certain  point  had 

»  L.  3,  D.  eod.  •  L.  28,  g  4,  D.  de  Jurejur  (13,  2). 

•  L.  7,  8  4,  D.  fl.  T,  *  L.  5,  D.  h.  t. 
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been  decided,  not  as  the  principal  question,  but  incidentallj 
whetlier  because  it  formed  the  basis,  or  essential  condition  of 
some  other  claim  or  came  within  the  legitimation  <id  cavsam^ 
Usually  the  identity  of  the  object  coincided  with  that  of  the 
question  (hence  the  expressions,  ^^eademreSy^  ^^idem  corpus^^ 
"  quantitas  eadem^^),^  But  the  contrary  might  happen  ;  and  it 
was  then  only  the  latter  which  was  considered.  "  loties  tandem 
rem  agi^  quoties  apvd  judicem  poateriorem  id  qruaeritur  quod 
apudj?riorem  quaesitum  estJ*^* 

Thus  if  the  thing  the  object  of  the  second  action,  was  to  the 
object  of  the  first  action,  as  a  part  is  to  the  whole,  the  judgment 
which  had  rejected  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff  to  the  whole  wa& 
equally  applicable  to  the  part.  "  Si  quia  cum  totuin  petriaaet  / 
pwrtempetat^  exceptio  rei  judicatcB-nocet^  nam  para  in  toto  eat, 
eadem  enim  rea  aeoepitur,  etai  para  peta^ur  ejua^  quod  toiium^ 
petitum  eat  /  nee  i/rUereat  virum  in  copore  hoc  quaerutv/r,  an  in 
quantitatevd  injure,^^^  If  the  claim  rejected  by  the  prior  judg- 
ment constituted  the  indispensable  condition  of  right  that  the 
new  action  bad  Jin  view,  this  judgment  might  be  opposed  by  tho 
defendant,  and  reciprocally  if  the  plaintiff  had  obtained  in  the 
first  action  the  declaration  of  an  absolute  right,  the  judgment  wa& 
considered  as  refusing  the  same  right  to  the  adverse  party ;  and 
if  the  latter — the  defendant  in  the  action — chose  subsequently  to 
assert  his  right  in  the  character  of  plaintiff,  he  would  be  defeated 
by  the  exceptio  rei  judicataej  ^^  cum  Judicatur  rem  tneam  eaa& 
mn/uljtcdicaiur  illiua  non  eaae.^^* 

§  84  b.  '^  Quoniam  de  ejua  ququejure  quaeaitum  videtur^  cum 
actor petitionemimplet.^^^  Even  in  case  of  identity  of  object  and  of 
tenor  of  action,  the  question  judged  might  be  different,  by  reason 
of  a  difference  in  the  origin  of  the  right  which  was  the  basis  of 
the  suit.  This  was  the  case  when  the  actions  were  founded  on 
different  obligations.  In  fact,  obligations  take  their  distinctivo 
character  and  their  individuality  from  the  mode  of  their  creation, 

'  L.  7,  §§4,  5;  L.  8.  L.  11,  §§  8, 10.  *  L.  7,  pr.  D.  h.  t. ;  L.  14.  pr.  L.  21, 
L.  18,  L.  26,  §  1,  D.  h.  t.;  L.  26,  §  8,  §,  D.  h.  t.  ;  L.  27,  §  8.  D.  de  pack 
D.  fam.  ercisc.  (10,  2).  2,  4). 

«  L.  12,  18,  5  D.  h.  t.  •  L.  40,  §  2,  D.  de  proc  (3. 8). 

•  L.  7,  §  1,  D.  h.  t  •  L.  15,  L.  80,  %  1,  P.  de  exc.  rei 

jud. 


Estoppel  by  Begobd.  87 

and  cannot  be  separated  therefrom.     It  follows  that  a  difference 
between  the  circnmstances  which  created  the  obligation  involves 
another  as  to  the  action  for  which  it  may  give  grounds.     Initio 
ita  conatiiervrU  hoe  duae  dbUgaUones^  %U  altera  in  jvdidum  de- 
ductcify  aUera  nihUominus  integra  rema/neret,     Non  vi  exjUuri- 
hvs  cau8ii8  d^eir  nobis  idem  potest^  ita  expluribus  causis  idem 
possit  nostrum  esse"^     It  is  otherwise  with  respect  to  absolute  or 
real  rights,  which  are  independent  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
may  have  been  acquired  ;  so  that  a  difference  in  this  particular 
effects  no  change  in  either  their  nature  or  cliaracter.     If,  then, 
the  ownership  of  a  thing  has  been  rejected  by  the  judge,  and  the 
same  plaintiff  returned  to  the  charge,  alleging  another  mode  of 
acquisition,  he  would  be  defeated  by  the  exceptio  rei  jvdicate^ 
unless  he  could  invoke  facts  and  circumstances  subsequent  to  the 
judgment  pronounced  in  the  first  suit  (^^liagrue  acquisittmi  quidem 
dominium  cdiam  causa/mfa^sit  mukiita  autem  opinio  petitoris  non 
fadV'* ')  causa  nova  svpervemens^  or  that  he  had  on  the  previous 
occasion  limited  the  question  submitted  to  the  judge,  to  one  sole 
mode  of  acquisition  {ca^usa  adjecta  eiDpressa\  in  which  case  the 
effect  of  the  res  Jt^ioata  would  necessarily  be  confined  within 
the  same  limits.     ^^  Actiones  in  personam  ab  actionibus  in  rem 
hoc  diffenmt;  qitod  cum  eadem  res  ab  eodem  mihi  debeatur^ 
singvlas  dbligaiiones  smgvlae  causae  sequuntur^  nee  uUa  earum 
olteriuspeHtione  vitiatur^  wt  cum  in  rem  ago  non  expressa  cav^a^ 
ex  qua  rem  meam  esse  dico,  omnes  causae  una  petitione  appre 
henduntur^  neque  enim  ampliusqv^mi  semel  res  mea  esse  potest/ 
saipituautem  deberi potest,*    Denique  et  celsus  saibit,'  si  homi- 
nempetreroy  quern  ob  earn  rem  msum  esse  existmam^  q%iod  rmhi 
traditibu>s  ab  alio  est/  cum  is  ex  hereditat^ia  oatisa  meus  essetj 
rursus  petenti  mihi  obstati^em  exceptionem.     Si  qvds  autem 
petat  fvmdv/m  suum  esse,  eo  quod  Titius  eum  sibi  1/radiderit;  si 
postea  aUa  ex  causa  petat;  causa  adjecta  non  d^>et  summ>overi 
exceptione.^ 

»  L.  18,  D.  de  O.  et  A.  (44,  7) ;  L.  •  L.  14,  ft  3.  D.  h.  t. ;  L.  11,  §  1  et 

159,  D.  de  R  I.  ft  2,  P.  b.  t. 

»  L.  11,  §  6,  §  4,  h.  t ;  L.  14,  §  1  ;  *  L.  93,  §  1,  D.  de  leg.  III.  (2);  L.  8, 

L.  21,  §  8  ;  L.  25,  pr.  D.  h.  t. ;  L.  42,  §4,   D.   de    aq.    vel.    omiU.    poss. 

D.  de  lib.  causa  (40, 18).  (41,  2). 
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§85.  The  Becond  condition  indispensable  to  constitute  the 
res  judicata  was  that  the  judgment  should  have  been  pronounced 
between  the  same  parties.  Judgments  could  neither  benefit  or 
injure  third  parties,  nor  was  there  any  distinction,  in  this  respect, 
between  judgments  which  affected  absolute  rights  and  those 
which  referred  to  obligations.  "  Etai  eadem  queatio  m  omnibus 
judiciis  vertitur^  tamen  personarum  mutatia^  cum  quibus^  sinr 
gulis  sua  nomine  agitur^  aliam  atqice  aliam  remfaoit^  saepe  con- 
stitutum  esty  res  inter  alios  jvdioatas^  aliis  nan  praejvdicarej*'^^ 

The  identity  of  the  parties  did  not,  however,  require  that  the 
suit  should  be  by  and  against  precisely  the  same  persons  who  had 
been  parties  to  the  former  proceeding ;  the  character  of  identity 
extended  also  to  their  respective  successors,  universal  or  particu- 
lar, provided  that  the  quality  of  successor  had  I)een  acquired 
subsequently  to  the  judgment  in  question.'  Rei  judicata  a  per- 
sona autoris  ad  emtorem  transire  sdere^  retro  autemah  emtoread 
auctorem  reverti  non  dehere^  quare^  si  hareditdriam  rem  vendi- 
derisy  ego  eandem  db  emtore  petiero  et  vicerOj  petend  tibi  non 
opponam  exceptionam  at  si  ea  res  judicata  non  sit  inter  me  et 
eum  cui  vendidisU.^  In  the  same  way,  if  a  person  called  to 
appear  prominently  as  a  party  to  a  suit  had  abandoned  his  posi- 
tion in  favor  of  him  from  whom  he  held  his  rights,  judgAient 
could  be  asked,  for  and  against  that  person,  exactly  as  if  he  him- 
self had  maintained  the  suit.'  Rei  judicatos  excepUo  ta^citecon- 
ti/nere  videtur  omnes  personaSy  guqe  rem  in  jvdicium  deducere 
Solent.  Hoc  jure  utimury  ui  ex  parte  actoris  inexc.  reijiid,  has 
personcB  (kmtinerentury  quas  rem  in  judiciv/m  deduount,  inter 
nos  erunt  procurator  cui  Tnandat/wm  esty  cet* 

%  86.  Scientibus  sententiay  quae  inter  alios  data  esty  dbesty 
cum  quis  deeare  cujus  actio  vel  defensio  primum  sibi  competit 
seqxcenti  agere  pa4,iaturquia  ex  voluntate  ejus  de  jurCy  quod  ex 
persona  agentis  habuity  judicatum  est.^^ 

m 

*  L.  2,  C.  qulto  res  jud.  (7,  56) ;  L.         *  Julianas  L.  8,  §  1  D.   de  Pi4;iL 
1,  L.  8,  L.  29,  L.  22,  D.  de  ezc.  rei.     (20,  1). 

jad. ;  L.  7,  §  4,  D.  h.  t. ;  L.  68,  D.  de         »  L.  63  D.  de  re  jud.  (42,  1). 

K.  1.  (42.  1).  •  L.  4,  D.  h.  t.  L.  11.  §  7.  L.  25,  g 

•  L.  11,  §  3,  D.  de  jurej.  2,  D.  h,  t.  L.  56,  D.  de  jud.  (5.1.).  L. 
»  L,  11,  §  8.  9,  10.     L.  28,  29,  §  1.  27,  L.  66.      D.  de  proc  3,  3,  KeU*«-  Ti. 

L.  9,  §  2,  D.  de.  ezc.  rei.  jud.  C.  §  39-44. 


Estoppel  bt  Record.  89 

Exceptionally,  and  in  pertain  special  cases,  tlie  authority  of 
the  judgment  extended  to  others  than  those  who  had  been  parties 
to  the  former  action  {Pronuntiatio  sive  sentenlia  ju8  facit).  It 
^as  thus : 

I.  In  some  contest  respecting  hereditary  right. 

II.  In  confessory  and  negatory  actions,  when  one  of  the 
<5o-proprietor8  of  the  dominant  or  of  the  subservient  property  had 
already  been  concerned  in  a  suit  as  to  the  existence  or  non-exist- 
ence of  a  praedial  servitude/  Itaque  de  jure  quidem  ipso 
MngtAi  experieni/wr^  et  victoria  et  alia^  proderit  et  quiaquia 
-defendity  aclidum  debet  restituPuere  ^  quia  divisionem  haeo  res 
non  recepit. 

UI.  In  decisions  as  to  the  status  of  persons  and  as  to  family 
rights  if  they  concerned  paternity  or  patronage ;  but  with  this 
modification,  that  the  res  judicata  could  not  be  opposed  to  him 
who  claimed  to  be  the  true  owner  of  the  right  previously  con- 
tested and  adjudged  between  other  persons."* 

Finally,  it  must  be  observed  that  the  principle  which  declares 
that  a  demand  already  rejected  by  the  judge  should  not  be  reas- 
serted, was  applicable,  in  the  same  manner  and  within  the  same 
limits,  to  the  case  where  it  was  sought  to  contest  a  right  which 
had  been  adjudged  to  the  plaintiff  in  a  previous  action.  The 
Judge  called  upon  to  decide  in  a  fresh  contest,  was  bound  to  take 
the  prior  judgment  as  the  basis  of  his  own  decision,  in  order  that 
the  principle  "  res  judicata  pro  veritata  accipitur*^  might  be  real- 
ized to  its  full  extent.* 

Quia  et  si  petissem  a  te  hereditatem  et  prohassem,  mea/m, 
niMLominus  ab  altero  petendo^  id  ipsum  prdbari  necesse  hdberem. 
To  this  hypothesis  must  also  be  applied,  the  rule,  that  the  adju- 
dication of  the  whole  includes  that  of  a  part ;  and  that  the  recog- 
nition of  a  right  implies  the  recognition  of  all  that  immediately 
and  necessarily  accompanies  it. 

§  88.    How  THE  DOCTBINE  WAS  MADE  AVAILABLE. — It  Will  be 

>  L.  4,  g  8,  4.  D.  8i.  serv.    vind.     de  Jur.  patr.  (87,  14).   L.  42,  D.  de  lib. 
<8,  (!$.  causa  (40,  12).    L.  5  D.  Si  ingen.  esse 

«  L.  1,  §  16,  L.  2,  L.  8,  pr.  D.  de     die.  (40.  14). 
AgnoBC,  et  al.  lib.  (28,  6).    L.  1,  §  4,         *  L.  207.  D.  de  R.  J.  L.  11,  §  3.  L. 
D.  de  lib.  exhib.  (48,  80).    L.  14.  D.     12,  D.  de  Jure].  L.  60,  §  1,  D.  de  leg. 
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apparent  from  an  examination  of  the  civil  law  rales  and  the 
essential  requirements  of  the  excepiio  reiJttdicaicB  that  the  doc- 
trine at  the  present  time  as  developed  in  the  subsequent  parts  of 
•  this  work  has  met  with  little  if  any  modifications.  The  civilians 
thus  state  the  principles :  "  In  order  to  have  this  effect  three 
things  are  requisite  :    let.   The  demand  must  be  of  the  same 

THING.       2d.   It  must  BE  EOB  THE  SAME  CAUSE.       It   mUSt   he    MADR 

IN  the  same  manneb.  Qutim  qucBritur  haec  exceptio  {rei  jvdir 
cata)  nooeat  neone;  inspiciendum  est  an  idem  corpus  sit,  quan- 
titas  eadem,  idem  jus  !  et  an  eadevn  causa  petendij  et  eadem  con- 
ditio personarum  /  quae  nisi  omnia  coneurrant,  aUa  res  eat.  If 
the  three  things  concur  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  action  is^ 
eodem  an  diver  so  genere  judicii. 

§  89.  Of  the  first  requirement  ut  sit  eadem.  res.  This  prin- 
ciple, that  the  exceptio  rei  judicatm  can  only  be  made  available 
in  case  the  second  action  is  for  the  same  demand  as  the  first,  lyust 
not  be  understood  too  literally.  ^^Idem  corpus  in  hoc  exceptione 
non  utiqv£  orrmi  pristina  qua/ntitate  vd  servatd^  nuUa  adjectione 
dA/m/i/n/u;tione^efaotai  sed  jn/nguis  pro  oomm/utii  utilate  .accipi- 
turP  Thus,  the  flock  which  I  now  demand  does  not  consist  of 
the  same  sheep  which  it  did  at  the  time  of  the  former  action ; 
the  action  is  for  the  same  thing,  therefore  it  is  not  maintainable. 
"  Si  petiero  gregem  {et  victusfiuero)^  et  vd  aucto  vd  minuto  nu- 
m^ro  gregisj  iterum  ev/ndem  gregem, petere  dbstahit  mihi  exceptio.^^ 
It  is  the  same  cause  of  action  when  the  subsequent  action  is  for 
part  of  the  same  demand.  '^  Sed  et  si  speciale  corpus  ex  grege, 
petam^  puto  obstatv/ram  exceptiovwrnP  Thus  it  is  laid  down  by 
'  Ulpian  :  "  Si  quisy  quam  totum  petieaet^  partatn  petaU  eaxeptio 
rei  judicatm  nocet^  nam  pars  in  toto  est;  eadem  eni/m  res  accipi- 
ijwr^  et  si  para  petatur  yus  quod  totum  petitum  esty  neo  interest 
utrum  in  copcre  hoc  quaeratur^  an  in  quantitate^  vd  in  jureP 

§  90.  It  is  the  same  demand  or  cause  of  action  which  has 
already  been  adjudicated,  when  the  subsequent  action  is  based 
upon  anything  issuing  from  it,  which  could  only  belong  to  the 
defeated  party  as  far  as  the  thing  from  which  it  issued  wonid 
have  done  so.  Thus,  if  an  action  is  brought  to  recover  a  female 
slave  and  the  defendant  recovers  judgment,  the  plaintiff  can- 
not afterwards  upon  the  same  ground  recover  a  child  of  which 
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she  has  been  delivered,  for  the  plaihtiff  can  have  no  other  title 
to  the  child  than  he  had  to  the  mother,  for  that  would  be  renew- 
ing the  question  which  had  been  determined  by  the  former  judg- 
ment. "  Si  ancUlam  praegnantem,petiero  {supple  et  victus  fuero)^ 
etpost  litem  contestam  conceperit  et  peperit,  mox  partum  ejus^ 
petam  tit7*um  idem  petire  vidsor,  a/n  aliud^  magnde  questionis 
est^  et  quidcMn  ita  dejlniri  potest^  totiea  eandera  rem  Offi,  quoties 
apud  Judioem  poateriorem  id*  qtmeritur^  quod  apud  priorum 
quaesitum  eat :  in,  hia  igiPu/rfere  (mmibua  exceptio  {rei  jvdicdta) 
noeet?^ 

§  91.  If  snit  is  bronght  for  the  recovery  of  the  principal  debt 
and  judgment  is  rendered  against  the  party  claiming  it,  he  can- 
not afterwards  maintain  an  action  for  the  interest  which  would 
only  be  due  as  arising  from  the  principal.  The  converse  of  this 
does  not  hold  good,  for  although  a  party  has  failed  in  an  action 
to  recover  interest  he  may  still  recover  the  principal,for  the  prin- 
cipal may  be  due  in  cases  when  the  interest  is  not. 

"5£  injudido  ctctum  ait,  uauraeque  aolae  petitatas  aint,  non 
eat  verendtim  ne  nooeat  exceptio  rei  judicata?^ 

So  if  an  action  is  bronght  for  a  path  over  a  party's  land  and 
subsequently  another  action  is  bronght  for  a  roadway.  Is  it  the 
same  cause  of  action,  and  will  the  defense  of  reajvMcatae  be  avail- 
able I  It  would  seem  that  it  should,  and  that  it  is  the  same  cause  of 
action,  as  the  roadway  seems  to  include  the  foot-path  and  as  the 
action  for  a  foot-path  has  been  adjudicated  against  the  party  it 
follows  a  fortiori  that  the  roadway  does  not  exist ;  but  the  contrary 
is  true,  and  the  exoeptio  reijudicatae  is  not  available,  for  the  rea- 
son that  as  these  rights  of  servitude  are  entirely  distinct,  the 
demand  of  one  of  them  has  a  different  object  from  the  demand  of 
the  other,  and  therefore  the  two  causes  of  action  are  not  the  same, 
and  the  defense  of  rea  judicata  is  inapplicable.  The  decision 
in  the  prior  action  was  that  no  foot-path  existed  ;  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  another  kind  of  servitade  for  a  highway  does  not  exist, 
in  regard  to  which  there  was  no  question  made  in  the  former 
action.  Thus  Ulpian  says :  "  Si  qui  aiter petierit^  deinde  actum 
petaty  ptUo  forima  defendendv/m  aUud  videri  tunc  petitum 
aludd  nunc  et  ideo  exceptionem  rei  judicaiae  ceaaareP  It  is 
otherwise  when  the  demand,  althoagh  more  extensive,  is  for  the- 
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£ame  kind  of  servitude,  of  which  Africanus  gives  the  following 
e:i^ample :  ^^  Egi  iectmijus  mihi  esse  aedes  meas  usque  ad  decern 
pedivs  althis  toUere^  post  ago  jus  mihi  esse  usqus  ad  viginti 
pedus  altius  toUere  /  exoepiio  rei  j%idicatae  procue  dtibio  obstalnty 
^edet  si  rurstis  ita  agamjtis  mihi  esse  ad  alios  decern  pedes  tol- 
lerCy  obstabit  exceptio^  cum,  aliter  superior  pars  jv/re  Jioberi  nan 
possity  quam,  si  inferior  quoque  jure  habeaMrP 

§  92.  Of  the  second  requirement,  that  the  cause  ofactdon  he 
the  sam/Ci  ut  sit  eadem  caitsa  petendi.  It  is  not  suflScient  ground 
for  the  defense  of  rei  judicata  that  the  second  action  is  for  the 
same  thing,  unless  it  be  for  the  same  cause,  oportet  ut  sit  eadem 
causa petende.  There  is  in  this  respect  a  distinction  between 
personal  actions  and  real.  Although  a  party  fails  in  a  personal 
action  in  recovering  judgment  for  a  sum  of  money  due  by  virtue 
-of  a  certain  obligation,  this  will  not  prevent  a  subsequent  recov- 
ery of  the  same  thing  as  due  in  a  different  manner.  Thus^  where 
A.  agrees  to  give  B.  a  certain  chattel  or  a  sum  of  money  for  a  par- 
ticular piece  of  work,  as  B.  may  elect,  and  subsequently  B.  pur- 
chases the  chattel  and  B.  commences  an  action  exemptio  for  the 
delivery  of  the  chattel  and  fails  by  reason  of  his  inability  to  prove 
the  sale ;  this  will  not  preclude  B.  from  bringing  a  subsequent 
action  for  the  same  chattel,  by  the  actio  exprescriptio  by  virtue  of 
the  agreement.  On  the  contrary,  in  real  actions,  if  the  claim  is 
for  a  piece  of  land  which  is  claimed  belongs  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
judgment  is  rendered  against  him,  he  is  barred  from  maintaining 
another  action  for  the  same  land,  even  if  it  is  claimed  under  a 
different  demand  from  the  prior  one.  The  reason  of  that  dis- 
tinction is  that  the  same  thing  may  be  due  in  a  personal  action 
by  virtue  of  different  obligations,  and  there  are  as  many  different 
claims  and  as  many  actions  against  the  debtor  as  there  ai'e  many 
^causes  of  obligation,  which  actions  involve  as  many  different 
questions,  and  a  judgment  in  one  decides  nothing  in  regard  to  the 
others.  The  judgment  in  the  action  exemptio  that  the  plaintiff  is 
not  entitled  to  the  chattel  by  virtue  of  the  sale  does  not  establish 
the  fact  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  it  on  a  different  contract,  and 
-consequently  does  not  preclude  an  action  for  the  same  chattel  on 
^n  action  founded  on  such  contract. 

It  is  otherwise  in  regard  to  the  right  of  property  ;  although 
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there  may  be  several  different  claims  for  the  same  thing,  there 
can  be  only  one  right  of  property  in  it ;  therefore,  when  a  cause 
of  action  has  resulted  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  when  the  plain- 
tiff claims  the  property  of  a  certain  thing  there  can  be  no  otlier 
action  maintained  against  the  same  party  for  the  same  property, 
for  that  would  be  to  renew  the  question  already  decided,  for  the 
single  question  in  litigation  was  whether  the  property  belonged 
to  the  plaintiff  or  not ;  and  it  is  of  no  importance  that  the  plain- 
tiff failed  to  set  up  all  hia  rights  upon-  which  his  cause  of  action 
could  have  been  maintained  ;  it  is  sufficient  that  it  might  have 
been  litigated.  Thus  Paulus  says  :  "  Actioiie  in  jpersonam  ah  ao- 
iiofiibtis  in  rem  in  hoc  differunty  quod  cum  eadeia  res  6b  eodem 
mihi  debeatury  singvlaa  obligationea  singuloB  causes  sequuntur 
nee  uUa  earum.  alter itcsjpeiicione  viUatur  ut  quum  in  rem  ago^  non 
esq>ressd  causd  ex  qica  rem  m£am  esse  dico  omnes  causcB  una 
jpetUione  apprehenduniur  }  neque  enim  amplins  quam  semel  res 
mea  esse  potest  scepius  autem  deberi  potest.  Hence  the  rule,  non 
ut  expluribus  causis  deberi  nobis  idem  potest^  itapluribus  causis 
idem  possit  nostrum  esse?^ 

§  93.  In  regard  to  real  actions,  the  judgment  is  an  estoppel 
only  in  cases  where  the  party  claims  as  owner  in  a  general  man- 
ner, and  without  any  qualification  ;  but  if  the  party  claims  the 
ownership  in  a  restricted  or  qualified  manner,  a  judgment  that 
he  was  not  entitled  to  it  on  that  ground  would  not  prevent  an 
action  upon  any  other.  Thus,  if  A.  claimed  an  estate  as  heir  at 
law  and  disputed  the  will  of  the  testator  on  the  ground  of  its 
invalidity  or  that  it  was  forged,  he  would  not  be  precluded  from 
claiming  it  on  any  other  ground.  Etsi  quasstionis  titulus  prior 
inofficiosi  testam^enti  causam  habuissett  judicatae  rei  prescriptio 
non  obstaret  eandem  hereditatem  alid  causd  vi/ndicanti. 

No  matter  how  general  the  claim  of  ownership  may  have 
been  in  the  first  action,  it  does  not  preclude  the  party  from  main- 
taining an  action  by  virtue  of  a  title  which  has  become  vested  in 
him  subsequently  ;  for  the  judgment  that  the  party  was  not 
owner  of  the  property  at  the  time  of  its  rendition  does  not  pre- 
vent him  from  subsequently  acquiring  title.  The  question 
whether  the  same  party  has  since  acquired  the  property  by  a 
title  which  has  accrued  since  the  judgment  is  entirely  different 
from  that  before  decided,  for  it  is  a  well-settled  principle  that 
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the  exoqptio  reijtulicaUB  only  applies  when  the  same  qaestion  is 
renewed  which  has  already  been  decided. 

§  94.    To  make  a  jadgment,    pleaded  in   bar,  a  technical 
bar,  it  must  appear  to  have  been  between  the  same  or  sab* 
Btantiallj  the  same  parties.     A  nominal,    bnt  not  substantial) 
difference  in  parties  does  not  effect  the  estoppel.*    The  gen- 
eral  rule   that  a  judgment  of  a  court  haying  jurisdiction  of 
the  subject  matter  and  the  parties  and  the  process,  and  rend- 
ered directly  upon  the  point  in  Question,  is  conclnsiye  between 
the  same   parties,  is  not  complied   with,  when  the  same  per- 
son, though  a  party  in  both  suits,  is  such  in  different  capaci- 
ties— in  the  one  individually,    in  the  other  as  administrator. 
So,  if  an  action  is  brought  by  A.  as  guardian  of  B.,  a  minor,  a 
judgment  against  A.  as  guardian  is  in  his  official  capacity  and 
will  not  preclude  him  from  maintaining  a  subsequent  action  in 
his  own  right,  individually,   and  vice  versa.     For  in  the  prior 
action  A.,  properly  speaking,  was  not  a  party.     The  real  party  in 
interest  was  the  minor,  by  A.,  his  guardian.     The  subsequent 
action  in  A.'s  own  name  is  not  then  between  the  same  parties ; 
the  person  may  be  the  same  but  in  different  capacities,  and  the 
former  action  cannot  preclude  him  from  maintaining  the  subse- 
quent action  ;*  but  where  they  litigate  their  individual  rights  in 
the  same  action  the  judgment  is  conclusive.   Thus,  where  an  exe- 
cutrix, who  was  also  the  widow  of  the  testator,  being  sued  in  the 
former  capacity  only,  but  raising  in  her  defense  of  the  suit  the 
issue  of  her  rights  as  usufructuary,  will  be  personally  concluded 
by  the  judgment  and  cannot  subsequently  attack  its  validity  on 
the  ground  that  she  was  not  cited  in  her  individual  capacity.'  So,  a 
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jadgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  bj  hiui 
against  a  aherifi  for  taking  goods,  and  in  which  the  eheriS  justi- 
fied under  an  execution  in  favor  of  A.  and  against  B.  is  not  res 
Judicata  in  a  subsequent  suit  brought  by  the  same  plaintiff 
against  the  sheriff  for  taking  the  same  goods  and  in  which  the 
sheriff  justifies  under  an  execution  in  favor  of  C.  and  against  B. 
Thoagh  the  party — the  slieriff — was  the  same  in  both  saite,  he  is 
not  the  same  party  in  respect  to  the  interests  in  the  two  suits/ 
for  the  reason  that  the  doctrine  of  res  jud/ioata  applies  only 

between  the  same  parties. 

* 
§  95.  It  is  immaterial  whether  the  action  be  in  the  same  or 

different  mode  of  procedure  {eodem  an  dwerso  genere  jvdioii)^ 
provided  these  three  requirements  which  are  mentioned  exist.  The 
authority  of  Res  Judioatae  equally  attaches  whether  the  matter 
in  issue  is  in  the  same  form  of  action  or  another.  Eod&m  an  di- 
verso  genere  JudAeii  generaliter^  ut  Jvlianvus  definite  easceptio  res 
judicata^  obstat^  quoties  inter  easdem  personas  eodem  quaestio 
revocoitur  vel  aUo  generejvdioii.  Thus  in  an  action  by  A.  against  B., 
quanta  Tnmoris^  to  obtain  an  abatement  in  the  price  of  a  chattel 
which  A.  alleges  is  unsound,  against  which  B.  has  given  a  war- 
ranty, and  the  judgment  is  rendered  in  favor  of  B.  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  fault,  or  that  the  warranty  did  not  cover  it,  and 
subsequently  A.  institutes  an  other  action  to  rescind  the  sale  for 
the  same  fault,  the  plea  of  res  judioa^tas  is  available,  although 
the  matter  in  issue  is  presented  in  a  different  form  and  aims  at 
a  different  conclusion,  the  three  requisities  above  stated  concur,  it 
is  the  same  chattel,  eodem  res  j  there  is  also  eodem  caiisi petend4,i 
for  the  question  in  both  cases  is  that  of  warranty,  and  the  ques- 
tion is  between  the  same  parties,  the  difference  of  the  actions  and 
of  the  conditions  does  not  prevent  their  having  the  same  effect, 
and  being  eadem  jres^  awm  quis  actionem  rmitaty  et  ex  jpiretui^ 
dummodo  eadem  re  experiatur  etsi  di/verso  genere  actionis  qicam 
instituat  videtur  de  eadem  re  agere.  Thus  to  an  action  of  indebi- 
tatus assitmpsit  for  the  value  of  goods,  a  judgment  for  the  de- 
fendant, in  trover,  for  the  same  goods  may  be  pleaded  in  bar, 
provided  it  appear,  by  proper  averments  in  the  plea,  that  the 

e89;  Young  y.  Babilon,  91  Pa.  S.  280;     Rogers,  77  Pa.  B.  160: 

Venflell'B  App.,  77  Pa.  8.  71;  Cox  v.         »  Stoops  v.  Woods,  46  Cal.  489. 
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qnestion  between  the  parties  was  the  same  in  both  actions.  So^ 
e  conversoy  a  recovery  in  indebitatiM  asmimj^U  for  the  yalae  of 
the  goods  may  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  an  action  of  trover  for  the 
same  goods.  In  these  eases  the  principal  consideration  is  whether 
it  be  precisely  the  same  cause  of  action  in  both^  which  may  ap- 
pear either  by  proper  averments  in  the  plea  or  by  proper  facts 
stated  in  a  verdict.  One  great  criterion  is  that  the  same  evidence 
will  maintain  both  actions.  So  a  jndgment  m  assumpsit  upon 
a  policy  of  insurance  is  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  action  of  covenant 

on  the  same  policy. 

• 

§  96.  If,  however,  it  be  doabtf nl  whether  the  second  action 
is  brought,  pro  *eadem  ca^usOy  it  is  a  proper  test  to  consider 
whether  the  same  evidence  wonld  sastain  both  actions.  Twa 
causes  of  action  are  held  to  be  the  same,  only  when  the  same 
evidence  will  sustain  both.  A  convenient  and  safe  test  for 
ascertaining  whether  or  not  the  judgment  in  one  action  should 
be  a  bar  to  another  is  to  consider  whether  the  same  evidence 
would  or  would  not  sustain  both.  When  the  evidence  in  a  second 
suit  is  sufficient  to  secure  or  sustain  the  judgment  in  the  first,  it 
is  a  bar.' 

§  97.  It  is  not  essential  that  the  successive  causes  of  action 
should  be  the  same,  but  when  the  very  matter  or  thing  which  it 


»  Hitchin  v.  Campbell,  2  W.  Black, 
778;  Martin  v.  Kennedy,  2  B.  &  P. 
71;  Buckland  y.  Johnson,  15  0.  B. 
168;  Wftdsworth  v.  Bentley,  23  L.  J. 
Q.  B.  8;  Hunter  v.  Stewart,  4  De  G.  F. 
&-J.  178;  Dolphin  v.  Ayjward,  15  Ir. 
Eq.  583;  Dubois  v.  R.  R.  Co.  5  Fish. 
Pat.  Cas.  201 ;  Riker  v.  Hooper,  85 
Vt.  457;  Vooght  v.  Winch,  2  B  &  A. 
662;  Connery  v.  Brooks,  73  Pa.  80; 
Lindsey  v.  Thompson,  1  Tenn.  Ch. 
272;  Stowell  v.  Chamberlain,  60  K. 
Y.  272;  Ewald  v.  Waterhousl,  87  Mo. 
602;  Moore  v.  Watts,  1  Ld.  Raymd. 
614;  Lawrence  v.  Vernon,  8  Sunmer, 
20;  Miller  v.  Mannice,  6  HiU.  114; 
Overton  v.  Harvey,  9  C.  B.  824;  East- 
man V.   Cooper,  15  Pick.  276;  Ware 


V.  Percival,  61  Me.  891;  Blade's  Case, 
4  Co.  92;  Follansbee  v.  Walker,  74 
Pa.  806;  Percy  v.  Foote,  86  Conn. 
102;  Cannon  v.  Brame.  45  Ala.  262; 
Taylor  v.  Castle,  42  Cal.  871 ;  Crocker 
V.  Ronton,  Dud.  254;  Clegg  v.  Dear- 
den,  12  Q.  B.  576 ;  Johnson  v.  Smith, 
8  Johns.  888;  Rice  v.  King,  7  Johns. 
20;  Gregory  v.  Burral,  2 Ed.  Ch.  217; 
Steinbach  v."  lbs.  Co.,  77  N.  Y.  498; 
Waltz  V.  Bourway,  25  Ind.  880;Gateff 
v.  Gorham,  8  Vt.  817;  Hadley  v. 
Green,  2  Tyrw.  890;  Wiat  v.  Essing- 
ton,  2  Ld.  Raym.  1410;  Harding  v. 
Hale,  2  Gray.  400;  Edwards  v.  Stew- 
art, 15  Barb.  69;  Marsh  y.  Pier,  4 
Rawle,  285;  Dawley  v.  Brown,  79  N. 
T.  891 ;  Gardner  y.  Raisbeck,  28  K.  J. 
Eq.  71. 
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16  fiOQght  tO"  litigate  mufit  liave  been  adjudicated  in  tbe  prior 
ac£iou,  the  bar  or  estoppel  is  complete/  Tlins  when  in  an  action 
to  recover  taxes  paid  on  land  for  certain  years,  a  particular  ques- 
tion has  been  adjudicated,  such  adjudication  will  be  conclusive 
on  the  parties  and  their  privies  in  another  action  to  recover  taxes 
paid  for  subsequent  years,  when  the  eubsequent  payments  were 
made  under  precisely  the  same  claim  of  right  and  under  the 
same  circumstances  as  the  former.* 

§  98.  Where  specific  facts  or  questions  have  been  ad judicated^ 
and  determined  in  a  former  suit,  and  the  same  facts  or  questions  are 
again  put  in  issue  in  a  subsequent  suit  between  tlie  same  parties, 
their  determination  in  the  former  suit,  if  properly  presented  and 
relied  on,  will  be  held  conclusive  upon  the  parties  in  the  latter  suit, 
without  regard  to  whether  the  cause  of  action  is  the  same  in  both 
suits  or  not.  Such  estoppel  to  relitigate  the  same  question  is  equally 
available  to  the  plaintiff  as  to  the  defendant.*    Thus  an  action  of 


'  Goodenow  v.  Litchfield,  69  Iowa, 
236;  Harryman  y.  Roberta,  52  Md.  64; 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Schwartz.  13  lU.  App. 
490;  (Jaylus  v.  R  R.  Co.;  76  N.  Y. 
600;  Roberts  in  re,  60  How.  Pr.  180; 
Cleve  V.  Powell,  I.  M.  &  R  208; 
Hitchen  v.  CampbeU,  2  Bla.  880; 
Routledge  7.  HiAlop.  2  E.  &  E.  549; 
Flitters  v.  Allfrey,  L.  R  10  C.  P.  29; 
Bauk  V.  Rude,  28  Kans.  128;  Hartson 
Y.  Bhanklin,  58  Cnl.  248;  Gordiner's 
Appeal,  89  Pa.  6t.  528;  Louis  v.  Trus- 
tees, 109  U.  B.  162;  Btate  v.  Booihe, 
68  3Io.  546;  SchrauLh  v.  Bank,  8  Daly. 
106;  Gibbs  y.  Cruiksbank.  L.  R  8  C. 
P.  454;  Slade's  Case,  4  Co.  94; 
Throstout  y.  Orafter,  2  Bl.  827;  PhU- 
lipsv.  Berryman,  3  Dougl.  286;  King 
V.  Chase,  15  N.  H.  9;  Doty  v.  Brown, 
4  N.  Y.  71;  Agnew  v.  McElroy.  18 
Miss.  552;  Young  v.  Black,  7  Cnmch. 
566;  Pinney  v.  Barnes,  17  Conn.  420; 
Green  v,  Clark,  5  Denio,  497;  Ser- 
geant inre,  17  Vt  425;  Miller  y.  Man- 
ice,  6  Hill,  114  :  Eastman  y.  Cooper, 
15  Pick.  276;  Teal  y.  Woodward,  8 
Paige,  470;  Lynch  y.  Swanton,  58  Me. 

Vol.  I.— 7 


100;  Loye  y.  "Waltz,  7  Cal.  250;  Green- 
leaf  y.  LuddingtoD,  15  Wis.  588; 
Atchison  y.  Commissioiiers,  12  Eas. 
127;  Berry  y.  Lewis,  49  Miss.  443; 
Aspden  y.  Nixon,  4  How.  496;  Bijge- 
low  y.  Winsor,  1  Gray.  299;  Finney 
y.  Finney,  1  P.  &  D.  488;  Ferrer's 
Case,  6  Co.  7;  Hadley  v.  Green,  2 
Tyrw.  890;  Girardin  v.  Dean,  49  Tex. 
248;  Ramsey  y.  Herndon,  1  McLean, 
540;  Martin  v.  Kennedy.  2  B.  &  P.  71; 
Duncan  y.  Stokes,  47  Ga.  595;  Outram 
y.  Morewood,  8  East,  846;  Birkhead 
y.  Brown,  5  8andf.  484. 

*  Goodenow  y.  Litchfield,  59  Iowa, 
226. 

»  Tilley  y.  Bridges.  105  111.  836;  State 
y.  Bootbe,  68  Mo.  546;  Schi-auth  y. 
Bank.  8  Daly,  106  ;  Challis  y.  Smith, 
25  Eas.  568 ;  Radford  y.  Folsom,  8 
Fed.  R.  199 ;  Reynolds  y.  Babcock, 
60  Iowa,  ^89;  Heroman  y.  Louisiana, 
84  La.  Ann.  805;  Price  v.  Dewey,  ft 
Sawyer,  498;  S.  C,  11  Fed.  Rep.  104; 
Goodenow  y.  Litchfield,  59  Iowa,  226; 
Vallandingham  y.  Ryan,  17  111.  25  ; 
CarrpU  y.  Hamilton,  80  La.  An.  620; 
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assumpsit  for  money  had  and  receiyed,  the  avails  of  certain  goods, 
first  came  before  the  court  upon  a  demurrer  to  a  plea  of  a 
former  judgment  for  the  defendant  in  an  action  of  trover  for  the 
same  goods,  and  judgment  was  given  for  the  plaintiff.  The  issues 
of  fact  were  subsequently  tried,  and  it  appeared  in  evidence  that  in 
the  suit  in  trover  the  defendant  had  a  verdict  on  the  merits,  npon 
which  judgment  was  perfected ;  and  the  court  held  it  a  bar  to 
the  action  in  assumpsit  as  being  for  the  same  -cause.  The  court 
said  that,  as  there  was  clearly  a  conversion  before  the  action  of 
trover,  the  only  question  must  have  been  on  the  property ;  and  in 
the  action  the  same  question  arose ;  and  the  first  action  deter- 
mined the  goods  not  to  be  the  plaintiff's.*  So  where  the  question 
of  a  mistake  is  involved  in  a  bill  in  equity,  and  the  question  of 
mistake  is  decided  against  the  complainant,  the  decree  will  be  held 
binding  and  conclusive  upon  him  in  any  subsequent  suit  seeking 
other  relief  on  the  same  ground.'  A  matter  or  cause  of  action  is 
res  judicata  when  it  is  actually  merged  in  a  judgment,  or  the 
same  point  has  already  been  decided  between  the  same  parties ; 
and  if,  by  law,  a  judgment  could  have  been  given  for  the  plaintiff 
in  a  former  suit,  for  precisely  the  same  cause  of  action  as  that  for 
which  the  present  suit  is  brought,  it  has,  within  the  rule,  passed 
into  judgment,  and  is  res  judicata.  But  in  order  to  bar  the  sec- 
ond action  the  circumstances  must  be  such  that  the  plaintiff  might 
have  recovered  in  the  first  for  the  same  cause  alleged  in  the  sec- 
ond." It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  transactions  involved  in  and  giv- 
ing rise  to  the  two  actions  are  the  same ;  the  causes  of  action 
must  be  identical  to  the  extent  that  the  same  evidence  will  sup- 
port both.  The  form  of  action  may  be  different  and  the  causes 
of  action  still  the  same;  that  is,  the  same  evidence  may  be 
equally  available  to  support  either.  A  judgment  for  the  defend- 
ant in  an  action  of  trover  may  bar  an  action  of  indebtitatus 
assumpsit  for  the  value  of  the  same  goods,  but  to  constitute  a  bar 


Ledoux  v.  Burton,  80  La.  An.  576; 
Barkdue  v.  Hermig,  80  La.  An.  618; 
Logan  V.  Herbert,  80  La.  727  ;  R.  R. 
CJo.  V.  Schutte,  108  U.  S.  118. 

»  Hitchen  v.  Campbell,  2  Wm.  Bla, 
778;  Sewell  v.  Scott,  85  La.  An.  653. 

»  Tilley  v.  Bridges,  105  111.  886. 

»  Rogers  V.  Ripley,  25  Wend,  482 ; 


Briggs  V.  Wells,  12  Barb.  567;  Burt 
V.  Sternberg,  4  Cow.  559;  Bank  v. 
Bridges,  11  Rich.  87  ;  Mann  v.  Rogers, 
88  Cal.  816;  Bigelow  v.  Winsor,  1 
Gray,  299:  Bagot  v.  Williams,  3  B.  & 
C.  235;  Nelson  v.  Couch,  15  C.  B.  N. 
S.  99;  Stowell  v.  Chamberlain,  60  N 
Y.  872. 
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it  must  appear  that  the  qnestion  of  property  was  passed  upon  in 
the  first  action. 

§  99.  Parties  to  a  controversy  cannot,  after  judgment,  revive 
it  in  another  court  and  cause,  in  order  to  raise  again  the  questions 
already  in  issue  and  adjudicated.  If  an  action  be  brought  and 
the  merits  of  the  question  be  discussed  between  the  parties  and 
a  final  judgment  obtained  by  either,  the  parties  are  concluded 
and  cannot  canvass  the  same  question  again  in  another  action, 
although,  perhaps  some  objection  or  argument  might  have  been 
urged  upon  the  first  trial  which  would  have  led  to  a  different 
judgment.  In  such  a  case  the  matter  in  dispute  having  passed 
in  ^^  rem,  judicaturri^'*  the  former  decision  is  conclusive  between 
the  parties  if  either  attempts,  by  commencing  another  action  to 
reopen  the  question/  A  decision  once  made  by  the  highest  tri- 
bunal empowered  to  pass  upon  it,  or  a  judgment  rendered  by  a 


>Qreathead  y.  Bromley,  7  T.  R. 
456;  Bagot  y.  WUliamB,  8  B.  &  C. 
^85;  Place  v.  Potts,  5  H.  L.  Cas.  888; 
Overton  v.  Harvey,  9  O.  B.  824;  Tom- 
mer  V.  White,  1  H.  L.  Cas.  ISO;  Whit- 
taker  Y.  Bramson,  2  Paine  C.  C.  209; 
Clark  Y.  Young,  1  Crancb,  181 ;  Grant 
V.  Ramaey,  7  Ohio  8.  157;  People  y. 
Cunningham,  8  Park.  C.  R.  816; 
.Manly  y.  Eidd,  88  Miss.  141;  Boston 
T.  Hayncs,  88  Cal.  81;  Chamberlain 
Y.  Carlisle,  26  N.  H.  540;  Cleveland, 
Ac.  Co.  V.  Erie,  1  Grant  Cas.  212; 
Parrish  v.  Ferris,  2  Black.  606;  Bige- 
low  y.  Winsor,  1  Gray,  229;  Nelson  v. 
Couch,  15  C.  B.  N.  S.  99;  Barrs  v. 
Jackson,  1  T.  &  C.  585;  Price  v. 
Dewey,  6  Sawyer,  498 ;  State  v. 
Boothe,  68  Mo.  546;  Thompson  y. 
Myrick.  24  Minn.  4;  Davis  y.  Bed- 
«ole,  69  Ala.  862;  Caldwell  y.  White, 
77  Mo.  471;  Santa  Cruz  v.  Santa 
Clara,  62  Cal.  140;  Reynolds  v.  Bab- 
cock,  60  Iowa,  289;  Goodenow  y. 
Litchfield,  59  Iowa,  226;  Noyes  v. 
Kern,  94  HI.  521;  Henderson  v.  Hill, 
64  Ga.  292;  Caldwell  v.  White,  77  Mo. 
471;  Wilson  y.  Boughton,  50  Mo.  17; 
Afihley  Y.  Glasgow,  7  Mo.  820;  Cald- 


well Y.  Lockridge,  9  Mo.  868;  Hill  y. 
St.  Louis,  20  Mo.  58;  Smith  y.  Best, 
42  Mo.  185;  Gordinier's  Appeal,  89 
Pa.  St.  528;  Morrison  y.  Clark,  55 
Tex.  437;  Montgomery  y.  Harrington, 
58  Cal.  270  ;  Morse  v.  Elms,  81  Mass. 
151;  New  by  v.  Caldwell,  54  Iowa, 
102;  Hudson  y.  Judge,  42  Mich.  289; 
Laurence  y.  Milwaukee,  45  Wis.  806; 
Lewis  y.  Boston,  180  Masa  889;  Nor- 
man v.  Bums,  67  Ala.  248;  Powers  v. 
Bank,  129  Mass.  44;  Steinbach  y.  Ins. 
Co.,  77  N.  Y.  498;  U.  S.  v.  Ames,  99 
U.  S.  85;  Mathews  y.  Green,  12Phila. 
841 ;  Thompson  v.  Blanchard,  2  Lea, 
528;  Croft  v.  Johnson,  8  Baxter,  890; 
Johnson  y.  Stalcup,  4  Baxter,  288; 
Bank  v.  Rude,  28  Eans.  148;  Fraser 
y.  Davis,  15  S.  C.  406;  Henderson 
y.  Hill,  64  Ga.  292;  Demarest  y. 
Darg,  82  N.  T.  281;  Cole  y.  Connelly, 
16  Ala.  271;  Hutchinson  y.  Dearing, 
20  Ala.  798;  Eingsland  y.  Spalding,  8 
Barb.  841 ;  Tyler  y.  Willis,  85  Barb, 
218;  Warwick  y.  Underwood,  8  Head, 
288 ;  Hyatt  y.  Bates,  85  Barb.  806  \ 
Harris  y.  Harris,  86  Barb.  88;  Bab* 
cock  y.  Camp,  12  Ohio  St  11. 
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ooart  of  oompetent  jurisdiction,  that  is  haviog  jurisdictitm  of  die 
parties  or  thing  adjudicated  upon,  which  is  unreversed  oir  iiiian- 
nulled,  is  conclusive  upon  the  parties  to  the  controversy  and  their 
privies,  and  they  are  forever  afterwards  estopped  or  barred  from 
reviving  it  in  any  new  proceeding,  for  the  purpose  of  the  same 
or  any  other  question  passed  upon  in  the  former  action.'  The 
matter  in  controversy,  the  cause  of  action,  has  become  definitely 
settled  by  judicial  decision ;  it  is  res  adjueUcata^  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  imports  absolute  verity,'  whatever  the  ques- 
tion involved,  whether  it  be  the  interpretation  of  a  private  con- 
tract, the  legality  of  an  individual  act,  or  the  validity  of  a  legis- 
lative enactment,  the  rule  of  conclusiveness  is  the  same.  The^ 
controversy  has  been  adjudicated,  and  once  finally  passed  upon  is 
never  to  be  renewed.*  Every  act  of  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction shall  be  presumed  to  have  been  rightly  done,  till  the  con* 
trary  appears ;  and  this  rule  applies  as  well  to  every  judgment 
or  decree,  rendered  in  the  various  stages  of  their  proceeding** 
from  the  initiation  to  their  completion,  as  to  their  adjudication 
that  the  plaintiff  has  a  right  of  action.  Every  matter  adjudi- 
cated becomes  a  part  of  their  record  ;  which  thenceforth  proves 
itself,  without  referring  to  the  evidence  on  which  it  has  been 
adjudged. 


'  Walker  v.  Cfaafie,  58  Me.  268; 
Houflttnire  v.  Moulton,  15  Ind.  867; 
CincinnaU,  ^.  R.  R.  Go.  v.  WyDn, 
14  Ind.  885;  Peterson  v.  Nehf,  80  lU. 
28;  Jamaica,  &c.  Co.  y.  Chandler, 
121  Mass.  1;  Gray  v.  Stancel,  76  N. 
C.  869;  Allis  v.  Davidson,  28  Minn. 
442;  Bettys  v.  Chica^,  &c.  R  R 
Co.,  48  Iowa,  602;  U.  8.  v.  Arredondo, 
6  Pet.  720;  Waugh  V.  Chauncey,  18 
Cal.  12. 

*  Flynn  v.  Holmes,  8  Mich.  05; 
Thomas  y.  Malster,  14  Md.  882 ; 
Wyche  v.  Clapp.  48  Tex.  648;  Ma- 
lone's  Appeal,  79  Pa.  481 :  Farley  y. 
Budd,  14  Iowa,  280;  Hubbard  v. 
Fisher,  25  Vt.  530. 

«  Hudson  V.  Smith,  80  N.  Y.  Su- 
perior Ct.  452;  Etheridge  y.  Osborn, 
12  Wend.   800;   Hays  y.  Becse,  84 


Barb.  151;  Hyatt  y.  Bates,  85  Barb. 
808;  Harris  y.  Harris,  86  Barb.  88; 
Young  y.  Black,  7  Cranch,  567;  Cbiap- 
man  y.  Smith,  16  How.  114;  Wales  y. 
Lyon,  2  Mich.  276;  Prentiss  y.  Hol- 
brook,  2  Mich.  872;  Vankleek  y.  Eg- 
gleston,  7  Mich.  511;  Newberry  v. 
Trobridge,  13  Mich.  278;  Crandali  y. 
James,  6  R  I.  144;  Babcock  y.  Camp, 
12  Ohio  8. 11;  Warner  y.  Scott.  80  Pa. 
274;  Kerr  y.  Union  Bank,  16  Md. 
806;  Elmer  y.  Richards,  25  111.  280; 
Wright  y.  Leclabe,  8  la.  241 ;  Whit^ 
taker  y.  .Johnson  Co.,  12  la.  505; 
Peay  y.  Duncan,  20  Ark.  85;  Maddoz 
y.  Graham,  2  Met.  (Ey.)56;  George- 
y.  Gillespie,  1  Greene  (la.)  421;  Clark 
y.  Sammons,  12  la.  868;  Taylor  y. 
Chambers,  1  la.  124;  Skelding  t. 
Whitney,  8  Wend.  154 
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§  100.  This  rule  of  conclnfiiTenese^  this  doctrine  of  estoppel, 
is  one  of  the  most  inflexible  principles  of  law,  and  has  its  foun- 
dation in  this  fnndainental  principle,  *^tn^^^ /"apt^^/^^^o^  t^^  ^ 
,fm,i%  UHuTn,^^  When  a  cause  of  action  is  so  far  the  same  that  a 
former  judgment  can  be  pleaded  in  bar,  or  when  the  matters  iu 
controversy  in  the  suit  can  be  shown  by  record  evidence  to  have 
been  examined  and  decided  in  another.  There  is  every  reason 
why  that  which  has  attained  the  highest  degree  of  certainty 
known  to  the  law,  should  not  again  be  litigated  between  the  same 
parties ;  for  it  concerns  the  peace  and  welfare  of  community  that 
there  should  be  an  end  to  litigation.  Justice  requires  that  every 
'Cause  should  be  once  fairly  tried,  and  the  public  tranquillity  de- 
mands that  having  been  once  so  fairly  tried,  all  litigation  of  that 
question  between  those  parties  should  be  concluded  forever. 
Were  it  otherwise  there  would  be  no  security  for  any  person  and 
great  injustice  might  be  done  under  color  and  pretense  of  law.' 
To  ascertain  the  grounds  and  motives  which  may  have  led  to  the 
final  determination  of  a  question  once  settled  by  the  jurisdiction 
to  which  the  law  has  referred  it,  would  be  extremely  dangerous, 
and  it  is  better  for  the  general  administration  of  justice,  that  one 
individual  should  be  inconvenienced  than  that  the  whole  system 
of  jurisprudence  be  overthrown  and  endless  uncertainty  intro- 
duced.* 

§  101.  The  effect  of  a  judgment  does  not  depend  upon  the 
reason  given  for  it,  or  upon  the  circumstances  that  any  were  or 
were  not  given.*  If  they  were  they  may  have  covered  portions  of 
the  controversy  only,  or  they  may  have  had  sach  reference  to 
facts  peculiar  to  that  case,  that  in  any  other  controversy  where 
the  facts  were  somewhat  similar  and  apparently  resembling  it  in 
its  legal  bearings,  serious  doubts  might  arise  whether  it  ought  to 
fall  within  the  same  general  principle.  If  one  judgment  is  abso- 
lutely to  conclude  the  parties  to  any  similar  controversy,  we 
ought  to  know  to  a  certainty  alnK)st  that  all  the  facts  and  ques- 

^  Bchuman  v.  Weatherhead,  1  East,  '  Hill  y.  Bowman,  1^  La.  Ann.  445; 

■641 ;  San  Francisco  V.S.V.W.W.,  89  Buckner   y.   Colcote,  28  Miss.   483: 

•Cal.  478;  Crane  v.  Blum,  56  Tex.  825.  Palmer  y.  Yarrington,  1  Ohio  3.  253; 

*  Reg,  y.  Torksbire,  1  A.  &  E.  K  McDonough,   Succession  of,  24  La. 

8.  625;  State  y.  Jumel,  80  La.  Ann.  '  Ann.  84;  Plicque  v.  Ferret,  19  La. 

;861;  Hartley  y.  Gregory,  9  Neb.  279.  Ann.  818. 
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tions  of  law  upon  which  the  former  judgmeDt  was  rendered  wafr 
substantially  the  same  in  the  other  controversy. 

§  102.  The  essential  conditions  under  which  the  plea  of  res 
judicata  becomes  applicable  are  the  identity  of  the  thing  de- 
manded, the  identity  of  the  cause  of  demand,  and  of  the  parties^ 
in  the  character  in  which  they  are  litigants.'  Experience  has 
disclosed  that  for  the  security  of  rights  and  the  preservation  of 
the  repose  of  society  a  limit  must  be  imposed  upon  the  facilities 
for  litigation.  For  this  purpose  the  presumption  has  been 
adopted  that  the  thing  adjudged  by  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, under  definite  conditions,  shall  be  received  in  evidenco 
as  irrefragible  truth.  This  presumption  is  a  guarantee  of  the- 
future  eflScacy  and  binding  operation  of  the  judgment.  It  pre- 
supposes that  all  the  constituents  of  the  judgment  shall  be  pre- 
served by  the  court  which  renders  it,  in  an  authentic  and  unmis- 
takable form.  In  the  courts  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
in  the  courts  of  chancery  and  admiralty  in  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  where  the  function  of  adjudication  is  performed 
entire  by  a  tribunal  composed  of  one  or  more  judges,  this  has- 
been  done  without  much  difficulty.  The  separiite  functions  of 
the  judge  and  jury  in  common  law  courts  created  a  necessity 
for  separating  issues  of  law  from  issues  of  fact ;  and  with  the  in- 
crease of  commerce  and  civilization  transactions  have  become 
more  complicated  and  numerous,  and  law  and  fact  have  become 
more  closely  interwoven,  so  as  to  render  their  separation  more- 
embarrassing.  The  ancient  system  of  pleading  was  more  conclu- 
sive to  the  end  of  ascertaining  the  material  issue  between  the- 
parties,  and  the  preservation  in  a  permanent  form  of  the  evidence- 
of  the  adjudication  *has  been  condemned  as  requiring  unneces- 
sary precision  and  subjecting  parties  to  over  technical  rules,  per^ 
plexity  and  expense.     A  system  of  general  pleading  has  been 

>  Cantrellev.  Roman,  &c.  Cong.,  16  pie,  18  0.  B.  N.   8.  255;  Jones  v. 

La.  Ann.  142]  Benz  v.  Hines,  3  Kas.  Lavender,  65  Ga.  228;  Davenport  v. 

897;  McGeev.  Overby,  12  Ark.  164;  Burnett,  61  Ind.  829;  Blackwell  v. 

Trammell  v.  Thurmond.  17  Ark.  203;  DibreU,  U.  8.  C.  C.  (Va.) ;  Buttrict 

GrifBn  v.  Seymour,  15  Iowa,  80;  Pey-  v.  Holden,  8  Cush.  283;  Lawrence  v. 

tonv.Enos,  16  La.  Ann.  135;  Boston  V.  Vernon,  3  8umn.  22;  Butler  y.  Qan» 
Haynes,  88  Cal.  81 ;  Beere  v.  Fleming,  '  non,  58  Md.  88a 
18  Irish  C.  L.  506;  Langmead  v.  Ma- 
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extensively  adopted  in  this  country,  which  rendered  it  unneces- 
sary that  as  between  parties  and  privies  the  record  should  show 
that  the  question  upon  which  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  recover 
on  the  validity  of  the  defense  depended  for  it  to  operate  conclu- 
sively, but  only  that  the  same  matter  in  controversy  might  have 
been  litigated,  and  that  extrinsic  evidence  would  be  admitted  to 
prove  that  the  particular  question  was  material  and  was  in  fact 
contested,  and  that  it  was  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  jury.* 
Thus,  a  record  of  a  former  suit  between  the  same  parties  was 
admitted  in  evidence,  in  which  judgment  was  rendered  for  the 
defendant,  supported  by  parol  proof  that  the  cause  of  action  in 
the  two  suits  was  the  same.'  The  court  said  the  controversy 
had  passed  rem  judic<itam  /  and  the  identity  of  the  causes  of 
action  being  once  established  the  law  would  not  suffer  them 
again  to  be  drawn  into  question,  and  this  seems  to  be  the  settled 
rule  in  this  country ;  and  the  supreme  court  decided  that  the 
record  of  a  former  suit  between  the  parties,  in  which  the  declar- 
ation consisted  of  a  special  count  and  the  common  money  counts, 
and  where  there  was  a  general  verdict  on  the  entire  declaration, 
it  cannot  be  given  in  evidence  as  an  estoppel  in  a  second  suit 
founded  on  the  special  count,  for  the  verdict  may  have  been  ren- 
dered on  the  common  counts,  and  there  is  no  variation  from  this 
rule,  although  cfter  a  verdict  is  rendered  the  court  directs  a  judg- 
ment to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff  on  the  first  count  in  the 
declaration,  it  being  the  special  count.* 

§  103.  The  estoppel  of  a  judgment  is  limited  in  all  cases  to 
the  points  actually  decided,  but  will  not  be  less  an  estoppel  to 
those  points  decided  because  it  fails  to  go  further,  and  hence 
while  a  judgment  may  be  eoidence  and  condyle  evidence^  it 
may  still  not  be  available  as  an  estoppel  to  a  second  action.  Thus 
in  an  action  to  recover  on  a  bond  to  indemnify  against  outstand- 
ing debts  of  a  partnership,  the  defendant  pleaded  that  there  had 

1  Toung  V.  Black,  7  Cranch,  565  ;  bee,  8  Cow.  120;  Miles  v.  Caldwell,  2 

Packet  Co.  v.   Sickles,  24  How.  333;  Wall.   3G;  Aurora  City  v.    West,  7 

Wood  V.  Jackson,  8  Wend.  9;  East-  Wall.  82;  Yates  v.  Yates,  79  N.  C. 

man  v.  Cooper,  15  Pick.  276;  Burt  v.  397. 

Sternberg,    4    Cow.    559;    Doty    v.  *  Young  v.  Black,  7  Cranch,  565. 

Brown,   4  N.    Y.   71;    Lawrence  v.  •  Wash.    Steam    Packet    Co.     v. 

Hunt.  10  Wend.  80;  Gardner  v.  Buck-  Sickles,  24  How.  883. 
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been  a  former  recoverj  on  the  same  bond,  between  the  samd 
parties ;  bnt  it  appearing  that  the  second  sait  was  for  breaches 
of  the  bond  not  embraced  in  the  first  suit,  the  court  said  (1)  that 
several  snits  on  the  same  bond  for  different  breaches  eould  be 
maintained ;  (^)  that  the  judgment  in  the  former  suit  was  not 
for  the  penalty  of  the  bond,  but  merely  the  recovery  of  dam- 
ages for  the  breaches  thereof,  which  constituted  no  defense  to 
the  second  action,  which  was  for  different  breaches  of  the  bond. 
The  court  say:  The  authorities  are  clear,  that  the  judgment 
pleaded  as  a  former  recovery  must  be  for  the  same  cause  of 
action ;  although  it  will  be  presumed  that  the  plaintiff  recovered 
ail  that  he  could  then  recover  in  that  action.  The  principle  of 
res  adftcdieata  operates  as  a  bar  to  a  second  suit,  when  it  is  shown 
that  the  former  recovery  vrae  between  the  same  parties,  or  their 
privies,  and  the  point  in  controversy  the  same  in  both  eases,  and 
determined  upon  the  merits.'  But  the  former  judgment  consti- 
tntes  no-  def enee,  if  it  be  shown  to  have  related  to  a  different 
breach  of  the  same  contract.*  Nor  will  such  former  joidgment 
be  a  bar,  if  the  action  failed  because  prematurely  broughL' 

§104.  To  make  a  former  judgment  conclusive  between  the 
parties  in  another  suit,  in  relation  to  the  same  matter,  it  is  neces^ 
sary  that  the  former  suit  should  have  been  between  the  same 
parties.  But  the  fact  that  there  were  other  defendants  in  the 
former  suit,  who  are  also  bound  by  the  decision,  and  estopped 
from  controverting  the  same  fact,  does  not  render  the  former 
decision  any  the  less  conclusive  against  any  one  of  the  defendants 
therein.  In  order  to  support  the  plea,  it  is  necessary  to  show 
ihat  the  proceedings  in  which  the  ])laintiffs  were  alleged  to  have 
failed  were  taken  for  the  same  purpose  as  the  suit  in  which  the 
plea  was  tiled ;  for  the  issue  might  have  been  the  same,  while  the 
object  was  different ;  and  the  circumstance  that  the  matter  had 
been  tried  as  a  matter  of  evidence  could  not  be  conclusive;  the 
defendant  must  show  that  the  subject  matter  was  the  same,  that 
the  right  came  in  question  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 

»  Hugbes  ▼.  United  States,  4  Wall.  G.  143;  PTorence  v.  Drayson,  t  C.  B. 

232;  Todd  v.   Steward;  9  Q.  B,  759;  (N.    S.)   584;    Butler   r.   Wright,   9 

Bagotv.  Williams,  8  B.  &  Cr.  235;  Wend.  869. 

Phillips  V.  Berriok,  16  Johns.  137.  «  Palmer  v.  Temple,  9  Ad.  &  ElU 

«  Bristowe  v.  Fairclough,  I  M.  &  521 ;  Orendorf  v.  Utz,  48  Md.  298. 
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tioD,  and  that  the  reBolt  was  conclaBive,  bo  aa  to  bind  the  judg- 
ineut  of  everj  other  coart.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  rule 
of  the  civil  law,  in  which,  according  to  Yoet,  the  exceptio  litis 
fayUm  coold  only  be  allowed  ^  JA%  termmata  den'uo  moveatur  mter 
easdemjf^ersanaSy  de  eadem  re  et  ex  eadem  petendi  caum.  The 
allowance  of  the  plea  is  based  on  the  maxim,  Expedii  reipuiUcm 
ut  sit  finis  litiwm}  and  the  test  qaestion  is,  whether  the  parties 
had  in  the  former  suit  fall  opportunity  to  litigate  the  very  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  present  one.  A  plea  of  former  action  de- 
pending for  the  same  matter  will  not  be  good,  unless  tlie  former 
action  were  of  the  same  nature  and  effect  as  the  latter.' 

§  105.  The  conclusive  effect  of  judgments  in  personam  de- 
pends upon  the  fact  of  whether  the  same  point  was  in  issue  in 
the  former  action.  The  rule  as  laid  down  in  the  Duchess  of 
Xingston's  case  is  the  well  settled  rule  of  all  countries,  that  judg* 
ments  of  courts  of  concurrent  jurisdiction  are  not  admissible  in 
a  subsequent  suit,  unless  they  are  not  only  between  the  same  par- 
ties, but  also  upon  the  same  matters  coming  in  question,  and 
directly  upon  the  point.*  "  A  judgment  estops  the  parties  only 
as  to  the  grounds  covered  by  it  and  the  facts  necessary  to  uphold 
it.  Parties  are  not  allowed  to  prove  what  is  inconsistent  with  its 
rectitude  and  justice,  for  while  it  stands  unreversed  it  is  final  as 
to  the  points  decided,  but  not  in  respect  to  matters  which  the  rec- 
ord itself  shows  were  not  in  question,  and  therefore  when  a  cause 
has  gone  off  for  some  defect,  which  precluded  an  inquiry  into  its 
merits,  the  judgment  is  usually  no  bar  to  a  second  action.*  Thus, 
where  in  an  action  against  a  married  woman  for  legal  services 
rendered,  the  c<Mnplaint  did  not  aver  that  the  services  were  ren- 


^  Dows  V.  McMicbad,  6  Paige,  189; 
Behrens  v.  Sieveking,  2  M.  &  C.  681; 
Law  V.  Rigby,  4  Bro.  C.C.  60;  Daven- 
port V.  Bamet,  51  Ind.  829;  Norris  v. 
Ins.  Co.,  51  M'ch.  621  ;  Carroll  v. 
Hamilton,  80  La.  Ann.  520;  R  R.  Co. 
V.  Schutte,  103  U.  8.  118  ;  Strong  v. 
Grant,  2  Mackey,  218. 

*nopkins  V.  Lee,  6  Wheat.  109; 
Harvey  v.  Richards,  2  Gall.  216; 
Minor  v.  Walter,  17  Mass.  237  ;  Bank 
V.  Beverly,  1  How.  134 ;  Thompson 


V.  Roberts,  24  £k>w.  288 ;  Parish  v. 
Ferris,  2  Black,  606  ;  Mercer  v.  Sel- 
den,  1  How.  87;  Davis  v.  Murphy,  2 
Rich.  560 ;  Riche's  Case,  8  Leon.  52  ; 
Henry  ▼.  Davis,  13  W.  Va.  230. 

'Houston  y.  Musgrove,  85  Tex. 
594 ;  Wells  v.  Moore,  49  Mo.  229 ; 
Ben  V.  Hoagland,  15  l^Iiss.  860;  Col- 
well  V.  Bleakley,  1  Abb.  App.  Dec. 
400 ;  Witcher  v.  Oldham,  4  Sneed, 
220. 
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dored  on  the  faith  and  credit  of,  and  for  the  benefit  of  her  sepa^ 
rate  estate,  and  a  final  jadgmeut  was  entered  for  the  defendant  ort 
a  demurrer  thereto  ;  snch  judgment  is  not  a  bar  to  a  subsequent 
suit  for  the  same  services  in  which  the  complaint  contains  such, 
averments.  To  make  such  a  demurrer  a  bar  it  must  go  to  the 
merits  of  the  action.*  So  a  reversal  of  a  judgment  proves  noth- 
ing  but  its  own  correctness,  and  it  only  nullifies  what  has  been 
done,  and  leaves  the  parties  in  the  same  situation  as  to  their 
rights  and  remedies,  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter  in  litigation, 
as  if  no  judgment  had  been  rendered.*    It  destroys  tl>e  estoppeL 

§  106.  Where  a  cause  of  action  is  the  same  in  two  suits,  a 
prior  judgment  in  one  will  be  a  bar  to  the  other.  But  where 
they  are  different,  though  the  point  in  controversy  is  the  same, 
the  prior  judgment  is  no  bar  to  the  subsequent  action,  but  the 
judgment  is  evidence  to  prove  such  point.  While  a  prior  judg- 
ment may  be  no  bar,  strictly  and  technically  speaking,  where  the 
cause  of  both  objects  are  not  identical,  it  does  not  follow  that 
either  party  in  the  subsequent  action  can  be  allowed  to  contradict 
what  was  expressly  adjudicated  in  the  first,  and  in  this  country 
the  principle  is  well  settled  that  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction,  directly  upon  a  particular  point,  is  as  between 
the  parties  conclusive  in  relation  to  such  point,  though  the 
subject-matter  and  object  of  the  two  suits  may  be  different,  and 
yet  a  judgment  may  not  only  be  evidence  but  conduswe  evidence^ 
and  still  no  bar  to  a  second  action.' 


»  Terry  v.  Hammond,  47  Cal.  82. 

•  French  V.  Edwards,  4  Sawyer,  125; 
Taylor  v.  Smith,  4  Ga.  133;  Wood  v. 
Jackson,  8  Wend.  9;  Smith  v.  Frank- 
field.  77  N.  Y.  414;  Fries  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  96  Pa.  142;  Powell  v.  Rogers, 
105  HI.  818;  Delannay  v.  Burnett,  8 
Gill,  454;  R.  R,  Co.  v.  Lee.  87  lU.  468. 
(See  Mangels  v.  Mangels,  6  Mo.  App. 
481,  where  it  is  held  that  the  reversal 
of  a  decree  of  divorce  does  not  neces- 
sarily reverse  a  decree  for  alimony, 
though  both  are  part  of  one  entry  in 
the  trial  court.) 

>  Betts    V.    Starr,    6    Conn.    653; 


Wright  V.  Dekline,  1  Peters  C.  C. 
129;  Starkie  v.  Woodward,  1  N.  & 
McC.  829;  Canan  v.  Turnpike  Co., 
1  Conn.  1 ;  Cist  v.  Ziegler,  16  S.  &  R. 
282;  Gardner  v.  Buckbee,  3  Cow.  120; 
Wright  V.  Butler,  4  Wend.  284;  Spen- 
cer V.  Deaith,  48  Vt.  98;  Davenport 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  88  Iowa.  683;  Boyd  v. 
State,  58  Ala.  615;  Davis  v.  East- 
man, 1  Allen,  422;  Goundie  v.  North- 
ampton, &c.  Co.,  7  Pa.  238;  Maple  v. 
Beach,  4dlnd.  51;  Stowell  v.  Cham- 
beriam,  8  T.  &  C.  814;  R.  R  C<v 
V.  Daniel,  20  Gratt.  344. 
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§  107.  Bat  when  the  eame  matter  is  directly  in  question  in 
another  suit,  and  the  judgment  of  the  former  suit  is  directly  in 
point,  it  will  he  as  aplea^  a  ia/r^  as  evidencey  conclusive.*  This  is 
the  rule  of  every  system  of  jurisprudence,  not  only  from  its 
obvious  fituess  and  justness,  but  if  it  were  otherwise,  there  never 
could  be  an  end  to  litigation ;  and  it  is  not  only  applicable  to 
courts  of  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  England  and  America,  but  is 
applicable  to  orphans'  courts  in  Pennsylvania;  to  a  discharge 
under  the  insolvent  laws ;  to  a  decision  of  a  court  of  probate, 
though  admitted  to  be  erroneous ;  to  a  decree  of  the  county  court 
pursuant  to  the  statute ;  to  a  decision  of  a  court  of  common  pleas 
upon  a  complaint  made  pursuant  to  statute  for  overflowing  lands ; 
to  a  decree  of  a  county  court  awarding  money  to  claimants  from 
the  sale  of  lands  by  the  sheriff,  though  the  decree  was  made  upon 
a  mistaken  notion  of  law,  and  there  was  no  remedy  by  writ  of 
error ;  to  a  record  of  the  forfeiture  of  a  recognizance,  where  debt 
was  brought  upon  such  recognizance;  to  decrees  of  courts  of 
equity ;  to  sentences  of  courts  of  admiralty  and  of  ecclesiastical 
tribunals ;  the  judgment  of  a  court  in  a  naturalization  case ;'  and, 
in  fact,  to  every  court  which  has  proper  cognizance  of  the 
subject-matter  so  far  as  they  profess  to  decide  the  subject-matter 
in  dispute.        ^ 

§  108.  The  finality  and  inviolability  of  judgments  of  a  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  not  assailed  on  error  or  appeal,  rests  on 
an  inflexible  and  conservative  principle  of  law.  The  judgment 
between  the  same  parties,  or  their  privies,  is  conclusive  of  the 
matter  directly  in  question.  It  is  beyond  question,  it  is  flnal  and 
absolute,  however  erroneous,  or  whatever  of  injustice  it  may 
work ;  it  is  a  conclusive  determination  of  the  particular  contro- 
versy.*   And  in  this  there  is  no  difference  between  a  verdict  and 


«  Lindsey  v.  Danville,  46  Vt.  144; 
Cannon  y.  Brame,  45  Ala.  262;  Geary 
T.  Sinunons,  89  Cal.  224;  Lentz  y. 
Wallace,  17  Pa.  412;  Clark  v.  Bryan, 
6  Md.  171 ;  Jones  y.  Lavender,  55  Qa. 
228;  BiBsick  v.  McKenzie,  4  Daly,  265; 
Hopkins  v.  Lee,  6  Wheat.  1<)9;  R  R. 
Co.  Y.  Griffith,  76  Va.  918;  Goodenow 
Y.  Litchfield.  69  Iowa,  226;  Reynolds 
T.  Babcock,  60  Iowa,  259. 


*  State  Y.  McDonald,  24  Minn.  48; 
State  Y.  Penny,  10  Ark,  621 ;  People^ 
Y.  McGowan,  77  HI.  644 ;  People  v. 
Walsh,  9  Abb.  K.  Cas.  465. 

»  Aurora  City  v.  West,  7  Wall.  82; 
Allie  V.  Schmitz,  17  Wis.  169;  Ed- 
wards V.  Stewart,  15  Barb.  67;  Walker 
V.  Mitchell,  18  B.  Mon.  541 ;  Hopkins 
Y.  Lee,  6  Wheat.  109;  Langdon  y» 
Raiford.    20  Ala.   582;  Marriott   y. 
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judgment  in  a  court  of  common  law  aud  a  decree  of  a  court  of 
equity.  Both  stand  od  tbe  eame  footing.  The  rule  has  found 
its  way  into  every  system  of  jurisprudence,  not  only  from  its 
obvious  litjiess  and  propriety,  but  because,  without  it^  an  end 
could  never  be  put  to  litigation. 

§  109.  Whenever  it  appears  that  the  same  question  has  been 
directly  decided  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  between 
the  same  parties  it  should  be  deemed  Te%  adjudioata.  There  is 
no  need  that  both  courts  should  have  been  courts  of  law  or  both 
courts  of  equity,  or  that  all  of  the  parties  should  have  been  the 
same  in  both  suits.'  Thus,  defendant  as  sheriff,  by  virtue  of  at- 
tachments against  A.  and  S.  levied  on  a  stock  of  goods  which 


Hampton,  7  T.  R.  209;  Asllny.  Parkin, 
2  Burr.  C65;  Leguea  v.  GouTerneur, 
1  Johns.  CaB.  43&;  Edgcll  v.  Sigerson, 
26  Mo.  58^3;  Eimer  v.  Richards,  25 
111.  289 ;  Hanley  v.  Foley.  18  B.  Mon. 
519;  Heuth  v.  Frackelton,  20  Wis. 
320;  HeDdrickson  V.  Norcross,  17  N. 
J.  Eq.  417;  Chase's  Case,  1  Bland, 
206;  Baldwin  v.  McCrea.  88  Ga.  650; 
Jordan  v.  Faircloth,  84  Ga.  47;  Gard- 
ner V.  Buckbee,  8  Cow.  120;  French 
T.  Howard,  14  Ind.  455;  Sanders 
T.  Gatewood,  5  J.  J.  Marsh.  327 ; 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  R.  R  Co.,  20  Wall. 
137  ;  Trustees  y.  Kellar,  1  Ala. 
406;  Tbomasson  v.  Odom,  81  Ala. 
108;  Beloit  v.  Morgan,  7  Wall.  619; 
Babcock  v.  Camp,  12  Ohio  S.  11; 
Goodrich  v.  City,  5  Wall.  566;  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Griffith,  76  Va.  918;  Garwood 
V.  Garwood,  29  CaL  614;  Doyle  v. 
ReUly,  18  Iowa,  108;  Allen  v.  Hall,  1 
A.  K.  Marsh.  525;  Demarest  v.  Darg, 
82  N.  Y.  281 ;  Smith  v.  Way,  9  Allen. 
472;  Sergeant  v.  Ewing,  86  Pa.  156; 
€abot  V.  Washington,  41  Vt.  168; 
Bobe  Y.  Stickney,  86  Ala.  482;  Stew- 
art  V.  Dent,  24  Mo.  Ill;  Shuttleworth 
V.  Hughey,  9  Rich.  387;  Ballard  v. 
Appelton,  26  Wis.  67;  Overton  v. 
Harvey,  9  C.  B.  324;  Todd  v.  Stuart, 
d  Q.  B.  759;  Trotter  v.  Blake,  2  Mod. 


291;  Rake  y.  Pope,  7  Ala.  161; 
Manchester  Mills  in  r«,  Doug.  222; 
BoydY.  State,  58  Ala.  618;  Lynch  y. 
Swanton,  58  Me.  100 ;  Bunker  y.  Tuff  ts, 
57  Me.  417;  Sladev.  Slade,  58  Me.  167; 
Atkinson  y.  White,  60  Me.  896; 
Hill  Y.  Morse.  61  Me.  541;  P.  &  A.  R 
R.  Co.  Y.  Erie,  1  Grant  Cas.  212f 
Prescott  Y.  Lewis,  12  La.  Ann.  197; 
Denny  y.  Reynolds,  24  Ind.  248;  Peo- 
ple Y.  San  Francisco,  27  Cal.  655; 
Johnson  y.  Kirkholf,  85  Mo.  288; 
Town  Y.  Lanphear,  84  Vt.  865;  Ellis 
V.  Clark,  19  Ark.  420;  Mervine  v. 
Parker,  18  Ala.  241 ;  Roberts  y.  Heim, 
27  Ala.  678;  O'Neal  y.  Brown,  21  Ala. 
482;  Derrett  y.  Alexander,  25  Ala. 
265;  Tarleton  y.  Johnston,  25  Ala. 
800;  Richards  y.  Jones,  16  Ma  177; 
Leavitt  y.  Wolcott.  95  N.Y.  217;  Peo- 
ple Y.  Hall,  m  N.  Y.  127. 

»  U.  S.  Y.  Ames,  99  U.  S.  85;  Put- 
nam Y.  Clark,  84  N.  J.  E.  532;  Price 
Y.  Dewey,  6  Sawy.  493 ;  Norwood  y. 
Kirby,  70  Ala.  897;  Caldwell  v.  White, 
77  Mo.  471;  Western  Co.  y.  Coal  Co., 
10  W.  Va.  250;  Smith  y.  Hemstreet, 
64  N.  Y.  644;  Blair  y.  Bortlett,  75  N. 
Y.  150;  Langmead  y.  Maple,  18  C.  B. 
N.  S.  255;  Hughes  Y.  Blake,  6  Wheat 
458;  Powers  y.  Bank,  129  Mass.  44. 
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thej  had  sold  to  L«  and  he  to  plaintiff.  An  assignee  in  bank- 
rnptcy  of  V.  and  S.  brought  an  action  in  thtj  United  States  Dis- 
trict Conrt,  making  the  parties  hereto  the  bankniptf;,  L.,  and  the 
attachment  creditor  defendants,  claiming  title  to  the  property, 
and  that  the  sale  to  the  plaintiff  was  fraudulent  and  void.  De- 
fendant sold  the  property,  and  by  order  of  said  court  deposited 
the  avails.  The  decree  in  said  action  awarded  the  fund  to  the 
assignee.     Tiiis  action  was  brought  to  recover  the  property. 

Held,  1.  That  said  decree  was  properly  pleaded  in  bar  and 
was  res  adjudioata  between  the  parties  as  to  plaintiff's  title. 

2.  That  although  the  decree,  by  its  terms,  «imply  disposed 
of  the  fund,  the  title  of  plaintiff  to  the  property  was  necessarily 
involved,  as  the  assignee  could  only  have  recovered  by  establish- 
ing his  own  title  against  all  the  other  parties,  and  he  had  a  right 
to  accept  the  fund  instead  of  the  property,  or  its  value ;  that 
plaintiff  could  not  recover  in  this  action  without  having  a  general 
or  special  property  in  the  goods. 

3.  That  a  plea  of  property  in  a  third  person  was  good. 

4.  That  the  estoppel  was  effective,  although  tlie  decree  was 
in  a  coart  of  equity  and  the  parties  hereto  were  both  defendants, 
and  although  the  sheriff  had  not  accounted  for  all  the  goods. > 

§  110.  The  solemn  decisions  or  judgments  of  tribunals  of 
justice  made  in  the  exercise  of  their  rightful  jurisdiction,  where 
the  parties  have  had  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  or  making  a 
defence,  and  upon  due  deliberation,  are  in  the  law  conclusive 
upon  all  points  directly  involved.  The  fundamental  principle^ 
intereet  reijpublicm  ut  sitfin/is  litium,  being  regarded  as  governing 
this  branch  of  the  law ;  and  it  makes  no  difference  whether  the 
courts  rendering  the  judgments  be  of  limited  or  general  jurisdic- 
tion, whether  they  are  courts  of  record  or  not,  as  long  as  they 
act  within  their  jurisdiction  or  sphere  assigned  to  them,  their 
adjudications  are  conclusive  between  the  same  parties  and  their 
privies  upon  the  same  snbjeet-matter  ;'  and  in  conclnsion  it  must 

»  Tuska  V.  0*Brien,  68  N.  Y.  446.  2  Pame  C.  0.  586;  Bailey  v.  Davis,  1 

•  Kilbeffer  v.  Herr,  17  8.  &  R.  819;  Pick.  206;   Perkins  v.   Fairfield.  11 

Townseod  v.  Townsend,  5  Harr.  20;  Mass.  227;  GerrishT.  Bearce,  10  Mass. 

Pierson  v.  Catlin,  8  Vt.  77;  Davis  v.  198;  Cusbing  v.  Hackett,   10  Maes. 

Murphy,  2  RiclL  S60;  Poster  v.  Wells.  164;  Cook  v.  Anen,  2  Mass.  462  ;  Edy 

4  Tex.  101;  Society,  Ac.  v.  Hartland,  v.  Williams,  1  Root,  186;  Bhadburu 
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be  remembered  that  this  conclusive  effect  is « only  applicable 
where  the  tribunal  rendering  the  judgment  had  jurisdiction  over 
the  parties  or  subject-matter  in  controversy.  When  a  court 
transcends  the  limits  prescribed  for  it  by  law,  and  assumes  to  act 
where  it  has  no  jurisdiction,  its  adjudications  will  be  utterly  void 
and  of  no  effect  either  as  an  estoppel  or  otherwise.  Thus,  judg- 
ment of  a  court  pronounced  against  a  party  without  hearing  him 
or  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  is  not  a  judicial  deter- 
mination of  his  rights,  and  is  not  entitled  to  respect  in  any  other 
tribunal.*  Thus,  in  proceedings  before  a  Federal  court  in  a  con- 
fiscation case,  monition  and  notice  were  issued  and  published, 
but  the  appearance  of  the  owner,  for  which  they  called,  when 
madd,  was  stricken  out,  his  right  to  appear  being  denied  by  the 
court.  The  subsequent  sentence  of  confiscation  of  his  property 
was  as  inoperative  upon  his  rights  as  though  no  monition  or  ser- 
vice had  ever  been  issued.  The  legal  effect  of  striking  out  his 
appearance  was  to  recall  the  monition  and  notice  as  to  him. 

§  111.  The  estoppel  of  a  judgment  covers  the  whole  matter 
in  dispute  in  the  cause  in  which  it  is  rendered,  and  to  eveVy 
point  decided  between  the  parties,  in  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ings which  led  to  the  judgment."  The  judgment  itself  operates 
as  a  bar,  and  the  decision  of  a  particular  issue  as  an  estoppel,' 
but  their  conclusive  effect  is  the  same  and  depends  upon  the 
principle  of  interest  reipublicae  ut  sit  finis  litum,*  In  order  to 
make  a  judgment  effectual  as  an  estoppel,  the  cause  of  action 


Y.  JenniDgs,  1  A.  K.  Marsh.  179;  Den- 
nisoQ  V.  Hyde,  6  Conn.  608;  Edwards 
y.  McCoDDell,  Cooke,  805;  Bankv. 
Beverly,  1  How.  1S4;  Washington 
B.  Co.  v.  Stewart,  8  How.  418;  Hall 
V.  Dana,  3  Aik.  881;  CrandeU  v.  Gal- 
lup, 12  Conn.  865;  Breckenridge  r. 
Ormsby,  1  J.  J.  Marsh.  286. 

'  Windsor  v.  McVeigh,  98  U.  S. 
274;  8.  C.  11  Wall.  267. 

•  Allison's  Case,  L.  K  9  Ch. 
25;  8.  C,  48  L.  J.  C.  11;  Wildes  v. 
Russell,  L.  R.  1  C.  P.  722;  Hufferv. 
Allen,  L.  R.  2  Exchq.  15;  N.  Y.,  &c. 
Co.  V.  Kyle,  6  Bosw.  587;  Fluker  v. 
Herbert^  27  La.  Ann.  284;  Poorman 


V.  Mitchell,  48  Mo.  45;  Craig  v.  Ward, 

1  Abb.  App.  454;  Land  v.  Eeim,  52 
Miss.  841 ;  Roberts  y.  Heine,  27  Ala. 
678;  Hawley  Y.  Simmons,  111. 

»  Parker  v.  Standish,  3  Pick.  288, 
*  Young  V.  Black,  7  Cranch,  565; 
Denver  v.  Lobenstein,  8  Col.  216; 
Croft  v.  Johnson.  8  Baxt.  890;  R.  R 
Co.  App.,  1  Pcnnypacker,  860;  Frau- 
enthal's  App.,  100  Pa.  St.  290;  U.  8. 
V.  Throckmorton,  98  U.  8.  61 ;  Fer- 
rer's Case,  5  Co.  7;  Higgins*  Ciise,  6 
Co.  46;  Overton  v.  Harvey,  9  C.  B. 
824;  Tredegar  v.  Windus,  L.  R  19 
£q.  607;  Lockyer  v.  Ferryman^  L.  R» 

2  App.  Cas.  519. 
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mast  be  Bubstantially  the  same  ;  it  must  be  sustained  bj  the  same 
evidence,  although  the  form  of  the  action  may  be  different/  But 
the  estoppel  of  an  issue  on  a  particular  point,  or  of  the  judg- 
ment itself  as  to  the  point  which  it  decides,  will  be  conclusive 
as  to  the  points  in  anj  subsequent  proceeding,  whether  founded 
-on  the  same  or  a  different  canse  of  action.'  At  the  old  practice 
the  course  of  pleading  teuded  constantly  to  narrow  the  contro- 
versy between  the  parties  to  a  single  point  of  fact  or  law,  which 
was  exactly  defined  on  the  record  and  could  not  be  subsequently 
^questioned.  But  the  course  of  modern  practice  requires  little 
43ertainty  of  allegation  or  denial  on  the  part  of  either  plaintiff  or 
<]efendant,  and  renders  it  difficult  to  ascertain  the  subject  matter 
oi  the  controversy,  and  still  more  the  precise  points  on  which  it 
was  decided,  by  a  mere  inspection  of  the  record.*  So  that  the 
nature  of  the  question  in  dispute  between  the  parties  may  be 
shown  by  parol  evidence,  as  a  matter  of  public  policy,  and  thus 
brought  within  the  estoppel  of  the  judgment,*  and  this  may  be 


1  Miller  v.  Manice,  6  HUl,  114; 
£astman  v.  Cooper,  15  Pick.  276; 
Teal  V.  Woodward,  8  Paige,  470; 
Lynch  v.  Swanton,  53  Me.  100;  Love 
V.  Waltz.  7  Cal.  260;  Greenleaf  v.  Lud- 
•dington,  15  Wis.  588;  Hutchinson  v. 
Oommrs.,  12  Kas,  127;  Perry  v. 
Lewis,  49  Miss.  448;  Aspen  v.  Kizon, 
4  How.  496;  Bigelow  v.  Winsor,  1 
Gray,  299;  Douglass  v.  Ireland,  78  N. 
Y.  107;  Stowell  v.  Chamberlain,  60 
N.  Y.  272;  Phillips  v.  Berrick,  16 
Johns.  187;  People  V.  Johnson,  88  N. 
Y.  66;  Barwell  v.  Night,  61  Barb. 
267;  Ro3'ce  v.  Burt,  42  Barb.  668; 
Slawson  v.  Engelhart,  84  Barb.  202; 
Many  v.  Hanison,  2  Johns.  80;  Stein- 
bach  V.  Ins.  Co.,  77  N.  Y.  498. 

»  Gardner  v.  Buckbee,  3  Cow.  120; 
Perkins  v.  Walker,  19  Vt.  144;  Hayes 
-V.  Gurdykurst,  11  Pa.  St.  221;  Law- 
rence V.  Vernon,  8  Sumn.  20;  White 
V.  Coatsworth,  6  N.  Y.  137;  Doty  v. 
Brown,  4N.  Y.  71;  Peterson  v.  Lath- 
rop,  84  Pa.  228;  Roberts  y.  Heine,  27 
Ala.  678;  Chamberlain  v.  Gaillard,  26 
Ala.  604;  Dubois  v.  Phil.  &c.  Co.,  6 


Pish.  Pat.  Cas.  208;  Barker  v.  Cleve- 
land, 19  Mich.  230;  Lindsey  v.  Dan- 
ville, 46  Vt.  144;  Bissick  v,  McEensie, 
4  Daly,  265;  Spencer  v.  Deartli,  48 
Vt.  98;  Betts  v.  Starr,  6  Conn.  550; 
Williams  v.  Fitzhugh,  44  Barb.  821; 
Walker  v.  Chase.  68  Me.  258; 
McDonougb,  Succession  of,  14  La. 
Ann.  83  ;  Miller  v.  McManus,  67  111. 
126;  Bouchard  v.  Diaz,  3  Denio,  288; 
Babcock  v.  Camp,  12  Ohio  S.  11; 
Tucker  v.  Rohrback,  18  Mich.  75. 

•  Sawyer  v.  Woodbuiy,  7  Gray, 
499;  Babcock  v.  Camp,  12  Ohio  S.  11. 

*  Young  V.  Black,  7  Cranch,  565; 
Lawrence  v.  Hunt,  10  Wend.  89; 
Young  V.  Rummell,  2  Hill.  478;  Mc- 
Knight  V.  Dunlap,  4  Barb.  86;  Beebee 
V.  Elliott,  4  Barb.  457;  Briggs  v. 
Wells,  12  Barrf  567;  Chapman  v. 
Smith,  16  How.  114;  Rogers  v.  Libby, 
dn  Me.  260;  Baker  v.  Ravis,  7  111.  866; 
Chamberlain  v.  Galliard,  26  Ala.  504; 
Babcock  v.  Camp,  12  Ohio  S.  11; 
Dement  v.  Lyford,  27  N.  H.  841; 
Wash.  Packet  Co.  v.  Sickles,  5  Wall. 
680  ;  Smith  v.   Smith,  79  N.  C.  684  ; 
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done  in  r^ard  to  tbe  paitienlar  pointB  on  which  the  deeision  of 
the  question  depended,  whenever  the  cipcuniBtaiioes  SLve  each  that 
they  cannot  be  ascertained  with  eertainty.*  To  ascertain  whether 
a  former  judgment  is  a  bar  to  f  utnre  litigation,  the  criterion  is,  was 
tlie  same  vital  matter  directly  in  issne  and  determined.  A  jndg- 
ment  of  a  oourt  of  oompetent  jurisdiction  upon  a  question 
directly  involved  in  one  suit,  is  conclusive  as  to  that  question  in 
another  suit  between  tl>e  same  parties  ;  but  to  this  operation  of 
the  judgment  it  must  appear,  either  upon  the  face  of  the  record, 
or  be  shown  by  extrinflic  evidence,  that  the  precise  question  was- 
raised  and  determined  in  the  former  suit.  If  there  be  any  un- 
certainty on  this  head  in  the  record,  the  whole  subject  mutter  of 
the  action  will  be  at  large  and  open  to  a  new  contention ;  unless 
thi«  unoertainty  be  removed  by  extrinsic  evidence,  showing  the 
precise  point  involved  and  determined.  To  apply  the  judgment 
and  give  effect  to  the  adjudication  actually  made,  when  the  I'ecord 
leaves  the  matter  in  doubt,  such  evidence  is  admissible.  So  that 
when  tlie  grounds  of  the  judgment  appear  by  the  record  they 
must  be  proved  by  the  record  alone.  Where  the  reoord  fails  to 
show  tlie  ground  upon  which  judgment  therein  was  rendered,  a 
resort  may  be  had  to  the  next  best  evidence. 

Eiera  v.  AiDsworlli,  95  Pa.  8.  810;  Hood  ▼.  Hood,  110  MaM.  4€3;  Merii* 
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Me.  26;  Sturdeyanty.  Htodall,  58  Me.  Hickerson   y.    Mexico,    68  Mo.    61;. 

149;    Strecks  y.    Dyer,  89  Md.  424;  Chase  y.  Walker,  26  Me.  655;  Wixuch 

Russell  y.  Place,  94  U.  S.  606;  Chris-  y.  Howard,  14  Ind.  465;  Tieadwell  v. 

man  y.  Hannan,  29  Gratt.  494;  Eyans  Stebbins,    6   Bosw.    668;    George  v. 

y.  Clapp,  128  Mass.  165;  Stapleton  y.  Gillespie,  1    Iowa,    421;  Gardner  y. 

King,  40  Iowa,  278;  Gardner  y.  Buck-  Buckbee,    2   Cow.    120;    Barber   y. 

bee,  8  Cow.  120;  Crum  y.  Boss,  48  Elliott,  4  Barb.  474;  Small  y.  Haskins, 

'  Iowa,  483;  White  y.  Chase.  128  Mass.  26  Vt.  209;  Outram  y.  Morewood,  a 

158;  21  A.  L.  J.  185;  Supples  y.  Can-  East,  368;  Burt  y.  Sternbergb,  4  Cow. 

non,  44  Conn.  424;   Davis  y.  Brown,  559;  Sawyer  y.  Woodbury,  7  Gray, 

94  U.  S.  428.  499;  Wright  y.  BuUer,  6  Wend,  289; 

»  Whitehurst  y.  Rogers,  38  Md.  508;  Wood  v.  Jackson,  8  Wend.  27;  Bam 

Chrifilian  y.  Pierce,  7  Ga.  484;   Mc-  y.  Jackson,  1  T.  &  C.  565;  Gardner  v. 

Dermott  y.    Hofftaan,     70   Pa.    81;  Raisbeck,  28  N.  J.  Bq.  71. 
Boynton  y.   Morrill,  111  Mass.   415; 
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As  for  example  :  A.  gave  his  promidsory  note  to  B.  and  con- 
veyed to  him  a  parcel  of  land  as  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
same,  taking  B.'s  agreement  to  re-convey  the  land  when  the  note 
shoald  be  paid  ;  6.  conveyed  the  land  to  C;  afterwards,  in  a  real 
action,  A.  recovered  the  land  of  0.  upon  the  ground,  either  that 
the  deed  f r(jm  A.  to  B.  was  never  delivered  to  B.,  or  that  it  was 
obtained  from  A.  by  duress ;  the  administrator  of  B.  now  sues 
A.  upon  the  note.  Hdd^  that  the  judgment  in  the  former  action 
is  not  'per  se^  a  bar  to  the  present  suit ;  also,  that  the  former  judg- 
ment can  be  made  available,  as  a  defense  to  this  suit,  by  showing 
such  an  inseparableness  of  connection  in  the  parts  of  the  transac- 
tion, that  the  note  could  not  have  been  delivered  if  the  deed  was 
not,  and  that  the  note  must  have  been  obtained  by  duress  if  the 
deed  was;  provided  it  appears  that  the  plaintiff's  intestate  actu- 
ally defended  the  former  action  or  that  he  stood  in  a  relation  to 
it  giving  him  the  legal  right  to  do  so.  Further,  that  oral  evi- 
dence may  be  received  to  prove  any  facts  which  go  to  establish 
such  a  defense,  so  far  as  such  facts  do  not  appear  of  record,  either 
in  support  of  a  plea  in  bar  or  under  the  general  issue.' 

§  112.  It  is  often  the  case  that  questions  of  constitutional  law 
are  decided  in  a  private  litigation  in  which  the  parties  to  the 
suit  and  all  others,  who,  after  the  litigation  has  ended,  acquire 
right  under  them  in  the  subject-matter  of  the  controversy,  are 
absolutely  and  forever  estopped  from  renewing  the  question  in 
respect  to  the  matter  then  involved.  So  inflexible  is  this  rule, 
that  if  another  tribunal  were  to  hold  the  judgment  in  that  parti- 
cular case  erroneous,  the  old  controversy  could  not  be  reopened  in 
order  that  the  final  conclusion  might  be  applied  thereta'     As 


1  Lander  v.  Arno,  65  Me.  26. 

'  Van  Kleek  v.  Eggleslon,  7  Mich. 
511;  Newbury  v.  Trowbridge,  18 
Mich.  263;  CniDdall  v.  James,  6  R.  I. 
144;  Babcock  v.  Camp,  12  Ohio  S.  11; 
Warner  v.  Scott,  89  Peun.  St.  274; 
Kerr  v.  Union  Bank,  18  Md.  306; 
Eimier  V.  Richards.  2yill.  289;  Wright 
▼.  Leclair,  8  Iowa,  241;  Whittaker  v. 
Conly,  12  Iowa,  695;  Maddox  v.  Gra- 
ham, 2  Met.  (Ky.)  56;  Clark  v.  Sam- 
mons,  12  Iowa,  868;  Young  y.  Black, 
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7  Cranch,  567;  Chapman  y.  Smith,  16 
How.  114;  Peay  y.  DunkiD,  20  Ark. 
85;  Hyatt  v.  Bates,  85  Barb.  808;  Har- 
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16  Wend.  588; Bakery.  Rand,  18  Barbw 
152;  Kelley  V.  Pike,  6  Cush.  484;  Hart 
y.  Jewell,  11  la.  276;  Col  burn  y. 
Wood  worth,  31  Barb.  284;  Skildin  v. 
Herrick,  3  Wend.  154;  Brock  way  y. 
Kinney,  2  John.  210;  Platner  y.  Be8t» 
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important  principles  of  oonstitntional  law  may  be  disposed  of  in 
private  actions,  when  private  persons  and  their  counsel  alone  are 
heard,  it  is  of  some  importance  to  know  to  what  extent  other  per- 
sons as  well  as  the  community  at  large  may  be  affected  by  the 
decision.  It  will  be  foand  that  the  fundamental  principle  of  law, 
Te%  inter  alios  acta  alteri  nocere  non  debet  applies,  aiyi  a  judicial 
decision  has  no  such  force  of  absolute  conclusiveness  as  to  other 
parties  as  it  possesses  between  the  parties  to  the  controversy 
in  which  the  decision  has  been  made,  and  those  who  have  suc- 
ceeded to  their  rights.  A  stranger  to  a  judgment  cannot  avail 
himself  thereof  by  a  plea  of  res  ad/i^icataj  nor  as  evidence  upon 
the  trial,  in  a  suit  between  him  and  one  of  the  parties  thereto.' 
If  strangers  who  have  no  interest  in  that  subject-matter  are  to 
be  in  like  manner  concluded,  because  their  controversies  are  sup- 
posed to  involve  the  same  question  of  law,  we  shall  liot  only  be 
forced  into  a  series  of  endless  inquiries,  often  resulting  in  little 
satisfaction,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  question  is  the  same, 
but  we  shall  also  be  met  by  the  query,  whether  we  are  not  con- 
cluding parties  by  decisions  which  others  have  obtained  in  fictitious 
controversies  and  by  collusion,  or  have  suffered  to  pass  without  suf- 
ficient consideration  and  discussion,  and  which  might  perhaps 
have  been  given  otherwise  had  other  parties  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard.  To  illustrate  this  doctrine  :  a  decree  of  distribution 
determined  that  a  fund  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver  belonged  to 
certain  intervening  claimants;  from  this  decree  an  appeal  was 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  where  it  was 
aflSrmed,  and  a  mandate  issued  to  the  court  below  to  execute  the 
decree.  Pending  the  appeal,  other  parties,  strangers  to  the  pro- 
ceedings, applied  to  the  court  for  an  order  restraining  the  distri- 
bution of  the  fund  as  decreed,  and  for  an  application  of  the  fund 
to  the  satisfaction  of  their  claims.  The  court  below,  upon  receiv- 
ing the  mandate  of  the  Supreme  Court,  refused  to  enforce  it 
until  the  rights  of  the  last-mentioned  parties  were  adjudicated. 
The  judgment  creditors  then  sought  by  mandamus  to  compel  the 

11  John.  580;  Phillips  v.  Berrick,  16  Raiford,  20  Ala.  682;  Rake  v.  Pope,  7 

John.  136;    Bol)e  v.  Stickney,  36  Ala.  Ala.   161;  Trustees  v.  Kellar,  1  Ala. 

482;  Mervine  v.  Parker,  18  Ala.  241;  406;    Thomaason  v.   Odom,   31  Ala. 

Roberts  v.  Heim,  27  Ala.  678;  Derrett  108;  O'Neal  v.  Brown,  21  Ala.  482. 

V.  Alexander,   25  Ala.  265;  Tarieton  »  Henry  v.  Woods,  77  Mo.  277. 
Y.  Johnston,  25  AUi.  300;  Langdon  v 
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inferior  coart  to  execute  the  decree,  on  the  ground  that  the  matter 
having  been  adjudicated  was  conclusive  as  to  the  parties  entitled 
to  the  fund,  and  that  after  the  judgment  of  affirmance  there  could 
be  no  alteration  by  new  pleadings  or  evidence,  but  tliat  the  decree 
must  be  executed  in  the  exact  manner  in  which  it  is  affirmed/ 

Judge  Field,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said : 
'^  None  of  the  cases  cited  suggest  even  the  proposition  that  the 
judgment  or  decree  affirmed  concludes  the  rights  of  third  parties 
not  before  the  court,  or  in  any  respect  affects  their  rights.  It 
would  ha^ve  been  against  all  principle  and  all  reason  to  have 
•asserted  any  thing  of  the  kind.  There  is  a  class  of  c^es  affect- 
ing the  personal  status  of  parties  in  which  a  judgment  necessarily 
binds  the  whole  world,  but  it  is  not  of  these  we  are  speaking,  we 
refer  to  judgments  at  law  or  decrees  in  chancery  affecting  the 
rights  of  parties  to  property.  They  bind  only  the  parties  before 
the  court  and  those  in  privity  with  them.  The  decree  did  not 
acquire  any  additional  efficacy  by  being  affirmed  as  an  adjudica- 
tion upon  the  rights  of  the  parties  between  themselves — it  had 
the  same  operation  before  as  after  affirmance.  The  decree  in 
that  case  determined  that  the  complainants  and  intervening 
claimants  were  entitled  to  the  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  recifeiver 
as  against  their  debtor.  It  did  not  determine,  and  could  not  de- 
termine, that  F.  had  not  equal  or  greater  claims  to  the  fund  than 
either  of  the  parties  to  the  decree.  F.  had,  therefore,  the  same 
right  to  proceed  by  any  appropriate  remedy,  if  there  be  one,  to 
assert  any  claims  or  equity  to  the  fund  which  he  possessed,  as  he 
might  have  done  if  no  such  suit  as  that  had  ever  been  commenced 
or  carried'to  final  decree.  And  in  the  prosecution  of  his  suit  he 
was  entitled,  upon  a  proper  showing,  to  all  the  remedies  which  a 
court  usually  exercises  to  prevent  the  relief  sought  from  being 
defeated.  The  general  doctrine  is,  that  where  there  is  a  fund  in 
<K)urt  to  be  distributed  among  different  claimants,  a  decree  of 
distribution  will  not  preclude  a  claimant  not  embraced  in  it  from 
asserting  his  right  to  the  fund.' 
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§  113.  All  judgments  are  supposed  to  apply  the  existing  lair 
to  the  facts  of  the  case ;  and  the  reasons  which  are  sufficient  to> 
influence  the  court  to  a  particular  conclusion  in  one  case  ought 
to  be  sufficient  to  bring  it  or  any  other  court  to  the  same  con- 
clusion in  all  other  similar  cases  where  there  has  been  no  change 
in  the  law  ^ince  the  decision.  There  will  thus  be  uniform  rules 
for  the  administration  of  justice,  and  the  same  measure  that  i& 
meted  out  to  one  would  be  received  by  all  othera.  And  even  if 
the  same  or  any  other  court,  in  a  subsequent  case,  should  be  ia 
doubt  concerning  the  correctness  of  the  decision  which  has  been 
made,  there  are  consequences  of  a  very  grave  character  to  be  con- 
templated and  weighed  before  the  experiment  of  disregarding  it 
should  be  ventured  upon.  That  state  of  things,  when  judicial 
decisions  conflict,  so  that  a  citizen  is  always  at  a  loss  in  regard  to 
bis  rights  and  his  duties,  is  a  very  serious  evil ;  and  the  alterna- 
tive of  accepting  adjudged  cases  as  precedents  in  future  con- 
troversies resting  upon  analogous  facts,  and  brought  within  the. 
same  reasons,  is  obviously  preferable.  Precedents,  therefore^ 
become  important,  and  counsel  are  allowed  and  expected  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  court  to  them,  not  as  concluding  controver- 
sies, but  as  guides  to  the  judicial  mind. 

§  114.  Kent  says:  "  A  solemn  decision  upon  a  point  of  law 
arising  in  any  given  case  becomes  an  authority  in  a  like  case, 
because  it  is  the  highest  evidence  which  we  can  have  of  the  law 
applicable  to  the  subject,  and  the  judges  are  bound  to  follow  that 
decision  so  long  as  it  stands  unreversed,  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  the  law  was  misunderstood  or  misapplied  in  that  particular 
case.  If  a  decision  has  been  made  upon  solemn  argument  and  ma- 
ture deliberation,  the  presumption  is  in  favor  of  its  correctness, 
and  the  community  have  a  right  to  regard  it  as  a  just  declaration 
or  exposition  of  the  law,  and  to  regulate  their  actions  and  contracts 
by  it.  It  would,  therefore,  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  the- 
public  if  precedents  were  Aot  duly  regarded  and  implicitly  fol- 
lowed. It  is  by  the  notoriety  and  stability  of  such  rules  that 
professional  men  can  give  safe  advice  to  those  who  consult  them, 
and  people  in  general  can  venture  to  buy  and  trust,  and  to  deal 
with  each  other.  If  judicial  decisions  were  to  be  lightly  disre- 
garded, we  should  disturb  and  unsettle  the  great  landmarks- 
of  property.    When  a  rule  has  once  been  deliberately  adopted 
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4ind  declared,  even  if  erroneous,  it  ought  not  to  be  disturbed, 
unless  bj  a  court  of  appeal  or  review,  and  never  by  the  same  court, 
if  it  has  been  acted  on  as  settled  law,  except  for  very  urgent 
reasons,  and  upon  a  clear  manifestation  of  error ;  and  if  the 
practice  were  otherwise,  it  would  be  leaving  us  in  a  perplexing 
uncertainty  as  to  the  law."*  It  is  better  to  leave  it  to  the  Legis- 
lature to  correct  the  error. 

§  115.  The  doctrine  of  res  adjicdicata  applies  as  well  to 
judgments  of  courts  of  last  resort  as  to  those  of  nisi  prius  or 
inferior  courts  (inferior  in  the  sense  that  an  appeal  lies  from 
their  judgments).  If  the  same  subject  matter  comes  in  question 
in  a  second  action  in  a  court  of  last  resort,  it  is  bound  by  its  own 
former  decision.  When  the  rights  of  parties  have  been  decided 
by  a  court  of  last  resort,  whether  such  decision  be  right  or  wrong, 
by  reason  of  inadvertence,  misapprehension,  or  from  other  causes 
the  decision  so  rendered  becomes  the  law  of  the  case,  for  all  sub- 
43equent  proceedings  in  it,  and  is  a  final  adjudication,  if  the  same 
question  should  arise  between  the  same  parties,  or  those  claiming 
under  them,  in  a  subsequent  action,  the  decision  first  rendered  is 
conclusively  binding  upon  the  court,  and  cannot  be  re-examined 
upon  a  subsequent  appeal,  though  such  court  should  doubt  the 
<;orrectne8s  of  the  decision  ;  for  it  possesses  no  power  to  reverse 
the  former  decision.  The  doctrine  of  the  law  of  the  case  applies 
onl  yto  the  parties  or  theirprivies,  upon  the  same  cause  of 
action,  or  substantially  the  same  state  of  facts.     If  the  judgment 


>  King  V.  Younger,  6  T.  R  460; 
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&c.  Co.,  10  Wis.  861;  Mathewson  v. 
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be  reversed  and  the  cause  remanded  to  the  court  below  for  a  new 
trial,  a  second  appeal  taken,  brings  up  for  a  review  and  decision 
nothing  but  the  proceedings  subsequent  to  the  reversal ;  none  of 
the  questions  which  were  before  the  court  and  decided  on  the 
first  appeal  can  be  reheard  or  re-examined  upon  the  second  appeal. 
The  decision  of  a  court  of  final  resort  upon  a  given  state  of  facts, 
becomes  the  law  of  the  case  in  regard  to  such  facts.  If  the  cause 
be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  the  parties  have  the  right  to  intro- 
duce new  evidence  and  establish  a  new  state  of  facts ;  when  this 
is  done  the  decision  of  the  court  of  last  resort  ceases  to  be  the 
law  of  the  case.  The  trial  court  is  not  conclusively  bound  by 
the  prior  decision  but  is  to  apply  the  law  applicable  to  the  new 
and  changed  state  of  facts ;  but  if  such  cause  is  submitted  to 
the  court  or  jury  for  a  retrial  upon  the  same  identical  facts  upon 
which  the  appellate  court  rendered  its  decision,  that  decision  re- 
mains the  law  of  the  case,  and  the  nisijprius  court  must  apply 
the  law  as  laid  down  by  the  appellate  court  to  the  facts  submitted 
to  the  court  or  jury.  It  cannot  vary  the  decree  or  examine  it 
for  any  other  purpose  than  execution,  or  give  any  other  or 
further  relief,  or  revise  it  upon  any  matter  decided  on 
appeal  for  error  apparent,  or  intermeddle  with  it,  further  than 
to  settle  so  much  as  has  been  remanded.  While  the  doctrine  of 
such  case  may  be  reconsidered  and  overruled  in  another  case,  it 
cannot  be  varied  or  departed  from  in  the  same  case.*    Thus,  if 
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Veigh, 29  Gratt.  546;  Camden  y.  Wer- 
ninger,  7  W.  Va.  528;  Emory  y.  Ow- 
ings,  8  Md.  178;  Preston  y.  Leighton, 
6  Md.  88;  Hammond  y.  Inloes,  4  Jtfd. 
188;  Eyler  y.  Hoover,  8  Md.  1;  Mong- 
Y.  Bell,  7  Gill,  246;  Brown  y.  Sum- 
mervillo,  8  Md.  444;   Polack  y.  Mc- 
Grath,  88  Cal.  666;  McKinley  y.  Tat- 
tle, 42  Cal.  670;  Brandon  y.  Fitls,  94 
Pa.  St.  88;  Mason  v.  Mason,  5  Buslu 
187;    Adams  y.    Horsefield,   14  Ala. 
228:  Jesse  y.  Cater.  28  Ala.  475;  Hart 
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an  appellate  conrt  has  ever  so  erroneonslj  decided  that  it  has  jar- 
isdiction  of  a  canse  and  then  proceeds  to  determine  it  on  its 
merits,  the  parties  to  the  canse  are  bound  as  res  adjudicata  by 


y.  Floyd,  54  Ala.  84;  Maulden  v. 
Armistead,  30  Ala.  480;  Cowan  v.  Ful- 
ton, 28  Gratt.  679;  Goodman  v.  Wal- 
ker, 80  Ala.  482;  Hollowbush  v.  Mc- 
Connel,  12111.  203;  Wilson  v.  Binfoid, 
81  Ind.  588;  Bidden  v.  Graves,  85 
Ind.  92;  Hawley  v.  Smith,  45  Ind. 
188;  Dodge  v.  Gay  lord,  53  Ind.  365; 
Choteau  v.  Gibson,  76  Mo.  88;  Oil  Co. 
V.  Assessors,  34  La.  Ann:  618;  Simpson 
V.  Hart,  1  Johns.  Ch.  91 ;  Gelston  v. 
Codwise,  1  Johns.  Ch.  95 ;  Ferine  v. 
Dunn,  4  Johns.  Ch.  140;  Wilcox  v. 
Hawley,  81  N.  Y.  648;  Hosack  v. 
Rogers,  25  Wend.  813;  Goodrich  v. 
Thompson,  4  Conn.  215;  Nichols  v. 
Bridgeport,  27  Conn.  459;  Henry  v. 
Quackenbush,  48  Mich.  415;  Conroy 
V.  Iron  Works,  75  Ho.  651 ;  Chambers 
V.  Smith,  80  Mo.  156;  Clary  v.  Hoag- 
land,  6  Cal.  685;  Gunter  v.  Laffan,  7 
Cal.  588;  Soule  v.  Bitter,  20  Cal.  522; 
Leese  v.  Clark,  20  Cal.  387;  Phelan  v. 
San  Francisco,  20  Cal.  89;  Trinity  v. 
McCammon,  25  Cal.  117;  Lucas  v.  San 
Francisco,  28  Cal.  591;  Mitchell  v. 
Davis,  28  Cal.  881 ;  Estate  of  Pache- 
co,  29  Cal.  224;  Dilla  v.  Bohall,  62 
CiU.  610;  Cole  v.  Clarke,  8  Wis.  828; 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Clemmitt,  77  Va.  866; 
Loomisv.  Cowen,  106I1L660;  Gerbcr 
V.  Friday,  87  Ind.  866;  Armstrong 
V.  Harshman,  93  Ind.  216;  Ryan  v. 
Martin,  18  Wis.  672;  Pierce  v.  Knee- 
land,  9  Wis.  23;  Reed  v.  Jones, 
15  Wis.  40;  Akerly  v.  Vilas,  24 
Wis.  165;  Wright  V.  Spcrry,  25  Wis. 
617;  Noonan  v.  Orton,  27  Wis.  300; 
McLeod  V.  Bertschy,  84  Wis.  244; 
Dnpont  V.  Davis,  85  Wis.  631;  Adams 
V.  Pearson,  7  Pick.  841;  Booth  v. 
Commonwealth,  7  Met.  285;  Craig  v. 
Bigley,  1  B.  Mon.  148;  Tribble  v. 
Frame,   8  T.    B.  Mon.  51;  Mossv 


Rowland.  8  Bush,  505;  Groff  v.  Groflf, 
14  S.  «fc  R.  181;  Gratz  v.  Bank,  17  S. 
&  R.  278;  Chambers  v.  Hodges,  8 
Tex.  528;  Hough  v.  Harvey,  34  lU. 
809;  Johnson  v.  Von  Kettle,  84  111. 
815;  New  Haven,  &c.  Co.  v.  State,  44 
Conn.  876 ;  Guest  v.  Brooklyn,  79  N. 
Y.  606;  Alexander  v.  Worthington,  5 
Md.  471 ;  Stacey  v.R.  R.Co.,32  Vt.  551; 
Bryant  v.  Boothe,  85  Ala.  209;  Atkins 
V.  Wyman,  45  Me.  899 ;  Bane  v.  Wick, 
6  Ohio  S.  13;  Hungerfordv.  Cushing, 
8  Wis.  824;  Roundtree  v.  Turner,  36 
Ahi.  555;  State  v.  Chase,  5  H.  &  J. 
308;  People  v.  Skidmore,  27  Cal.  287; 
Eugely  V.  Robinson,  19  Ala.  404; 
Toung  V.  Harrison,  21  Ga.  584;  Cor- 
bell  V.  Zelufl,  12  Gratt.  226;  Rust  v. 
Garmany,86  Ga.  257;  Davidson  v.  Dal- 
las, 15  Cal.  75;  Breading  v.  Blocher, 
29  Pa.  St.  347;  Meadow  Co.  v.  Church, 
2  N.  J.  424 ;  Wilkes  v.  Coopwood,  89 
Miss.  848;  Sturgis  v.  Rogers,  26  Ind. 
1;  Mitchell  v.  Mitchell,  6  Md.  224; 
Table,  <&c.  Co.  v.  Stranahan,  21  Cal. 
548;  Miller  V.  Barkeloo,  18  Ark.  292; 
Barkeloov.  Miller,  18  Ark.  297;  Wall 
V.  Wall.  2  H.  &  G.  79;  Yale  v.  De- 
derer,  68  N.  Y.  829;  Smith  v.  Mary- 
land, 6  Cranch,  286;  Crowell  v.  Gil- 
more,  17  Cal.  194;  Doe  v.  Watson,  8 
How.  263;  State  v.  Buchanan,  5  U.  & 
J.  831;  Thompson  v.  Hatch,  3  Pick. 
512;  Wright  V.  Sill,  2  Black,  544;  Mar- 
tin V.  Martin,  25  Ala.  201;  Rockhill  v. 
Nelson,  24  Ind.  422;  Ewing  v.  Ewing, 
22  Ind.  468;  Grttbbs  v.  State,  24  Ind. 
295;  Gray  V.  Gray,  ^34  Ga.  499;  Michall 
V.  Morey,  26  Ind.  239;  Thompson  v. 
Albert,  15  Md.  268;  Bennett  v.  Ben- 
nett, 34  Ala.  53;  Thompson  v.  Dill,  34 
Ala.  175;  Huffman  v.  State.  30  Ala. 
532;  Pickens  v.  Oliver,  32  Ala.  62G; 
Dugan  V.  Hollins,  13  Md.  149;  Stien 
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the  decision  of  the  court,  that  it  has  juriBdiction  as  well  by  the 
decision  of  the  coart  on  its  merits/     Such  court  cannot  examine 


V.  Ashby,   80  Ala.   368;  Pearson  v, 
Darrington,  32  Ala.  227;    Attorney 
General  v.  Lum,  2  Wis.  507;  Word  v. 
Wheeler,  9  Tex.  127;   Pingry  v.  Wat- 
kins,   17  Vt.  879;    Goodwin  v.  Mc- 
Gehee,  15  Ala.  282;  Price  v.  Price,  28 
Ala.  GOO;  Jaafe  y.  Skae,  48  Cal.  541; 
Hemlin  v.  Martin,  59  Cal.  181;  Yates 
V.  Smith,  40  Cal.  662;  Dewey  v.  Gray, 
2  Cal.  874;  Trustees  v.  Stocker,  42  N. 
J.   L.  117;  Bank  v.  Taylor,  62  Mo. 
888;  Warren  v.  Raymond,  17  S.  C. 
168;  Kibler  v.  Bridges,  5  S.  C.  885; 
B.Tard  v.  Jemison,  86  Ind.  154;  (Jerber 
Y.   Friday,  87  Ind.  866;  Multnomah 
Co.  V.  Sliker,  10  Oreg.  65;  Sealdc  v. 
Mitchell,  5  Cal.  481;  Gillaspe  v.  Scott. 
82  La.  An.  767;  Adams  v.  R.  R,  55 
Iowa.  94;    Crane  ▼.  Blum,   56  Tex. 
825;  Montgomery  v.  Gilmer,  88  Ala. 
116;    Malone  v.  Carroll.  88  Ala.  191; 
Rutherford     v.     Lafferty,     7    Ark. 
402;    Henderson*  v.   Winchester,    81 
Miss.  290;  Portenberry  v.  Prazier,  5' 
Ark.  200;  State  v.  Harrison,  21  Ark. 
197;  KendaU  v.  Mather,  48  Tex.  585; 
Argenti  v.   San   Francisco,    80  Cal. 
458;  McClelland  v.  Crook,  7  Gill.  888; 
Dennis  v.  Dennis,  15  Md.  78;  White 
V.    Atkinson,    2  Cal.   876;. Price  v. 
Campbell,  5  Call.  115;  Hite  v.  Paul,  2 
Munf.  154;  Henshaw  v.  Freer.  Bailey 
Eq.   811;  Whyte  v.  Kyle,  1  S.  &  R. 
515;  Nieto  V.  Carpenter,  21  Cal.  455 
Russell    ▼.     Harris.    44    Cal.    489 
Thompson    v.    Albert,  15  Md.    268 
Rector  v.  Danley,  14  Ark.  804;  Biscoe 
V.  Tucker,  14  Ark.  515;  Lick  v.  Diaz, 
'  44  Cal.  479;  Sibbald  v.  U.  S.,  12  Pet. 
488;  Tyler  v.  Maguire,  17  Wall.  283; 
Bank  v.  Beverly,  1  How.  184;   Bridge 
Co.  V.  Stewart,  3  How.  413;   Hill  v. 
Bank,  97  U.  S.  450;  Corning  v.  Troy, 
15  How.  451 ;  Sizer  v.  Many,  16  How. 
98;  Roberts  v.   Cooper,  20  How.  467; 
Clark  V.  Keith,  106  U.  S.  464;  Super- 


visors V.  Kennicott,  94  IT.  S.  498; 
Board  v.  Ry.  Co.,  89  Ind.  101;  Kress 
V.  State.  65  Ind.  106;  Test  v.  Larsh, 
76  Ind.  452;  Field  v.  Goldsby,  28  A]&. 
218;  Mathews  v.  Sands,  29  Ala.  136; 
Miller  v.  Jones,  29  Ala.  174;  Mathe- 
son  V.  Heaim,  29  Ala.  210;  Rex  v. 
Cox,  2  Burr,  787;  King  v.  Younger,  5 
T.  R.  449;  Nelson  v.  Allen,  1  Yerg. 
876;  King  v.  Inhabitants.  2  East.  802; 
Hammond  v,  Anderson,  4  Boe.  &  P. 
69;  King  v.  North  Nibley,  6  T.  R.  21 ; 
State  V.  Thompson,  10  La.  Ann.  122; 
McDonald  v.  Dickson,  87  N.  C. 
464;  R.  V.  Glynn,  L.  R.  7  Q.  B.  16; 
R.  R  Co.  V.  Bank,  60  Barb.  284;  R. 
R  Co.  V.  Reed,  88  Ind.  9;  Commrs. 
V.  Pritchett,  85  Ind.  68;  House  v. 
Board,  60  lod.  680;  S.  C,  28  Am.  R. 
657;  State  v.  Board.  80  Ind.  478;  8.  C, 
41  Am.  R.  821;  State  vr  Demaree,  80 
Ind.  519;  Braden  v.  Graves.  85  Ind. 
92;  R  R.  V.  Shoup,.28  Kas.  394; 
Headley  V.  Challis,  15  Kas.  602;  Smith 
V.  Brannin,  79  Ky.  114;  Davis  v.  Me- 
Corkle,  14  Bush.  746;  Boise  v.  Dick- 
son, 82  La.  An.  1150;  Adair  v.  Own- 
by,  75  Mo.  282;  Overall  v.  Ellis,  88 
Mo.  209;  Benjamin  v.  Covert,  45  Wis. 
157;  Blesch  v.  R  R,  48  Wis.  168; 
Hutchinson  v.  R  R,  41  Wis.  541; 
DuPoint  V.  Davis,  85  Wis.  631;  Lath- 
rop  V.  Knapp,  87  Wis.  807:  Diedrich 
v.  Ry.  Co.,  42  Wis.  248;  Bnioks  v. 
Brooks,  16  S.  C.  64;  Hill  v.  Hoover.  9 
Wis.  15. 

'  Davis  V.  Packard,  8  Pet.  812: 
Skillem  v.  May,  6  Crancli,  267;  Clary 
V.  Hoagland,  6  Cal.  685  ;  Hunger- 
ford  V.  Gushing.  8  Wis.  824;  Bank 
V.  Craig.  6  Leigh,  899;  Campbell  v. 
Campbell.  22  Grat.  649;  Bridge  Co.  v. 
Stewart,  3  How.  413;  Johnson  v. 
Glasscock.  2  Ala.  519;  Cunningham 
V.  Ashley.  13  Ark.  653;  Reed  v.  West, 
70    111.    479;  Mathews  v.   Sands.  29 
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the  propriety  of  a  decision  made  at  a  former  term  inter-parieSy 
nor  set  aside  snch  a  decision  on  the  ground  that  it  decided  mat- 
ters coram  nonjudioe  at  the  time.  Otherwise,  bj  the  interpo- 
sition of  a  new  jndge,  the  law,  which  has  been  settled  bj  the 
majority  of  the  court  for  years,  might  be  changed  and  a  new 
rule  introduced.  Cases  which  have  been  brought  to  snch  courts 
on  certiorari  or  writs  of  error,  and  determined,  might  be  re- 
opened, and  rights  which  have  grown  up  under  them  be  dis- 
turbed. 

Thus,  in  a  chancery  cause  a  commissioner  reported  that  the 
lands  of  certain  persons  not  parties  to  the  cattse  were  liable  to  be 
sold  in  the  cause,  the  court  confirmed  this  report,  and  ordered 
the  sale  of  their  lands,  they  appealed  from  this  decision,  and 
the  appellate  court  on  dieir  appeal  heard  the  cause  on  its 
merits  and  affirmed  the  decree,  the  appellants  were  bound  by 
the  decree,  as  res  ad^udicaia^  as  the  appellate  couii;  in  so  deciding, 
wnist  home  held  that  it  had  jurisdiction  not  only  of  the  cause 
hut  also  of  the  pa4*ties;  and  that  judgment,  as  well  as  that  on 
the  merits  of  the  case,  was  binding  on  the  parties.^ 

Bat  where  the  Supreme  Court  has  based  its  judgment  upon  the 
^concessions  of  counsel  it  is  nevertheless  not  precluded,  on  another 
trial,  from  questioning  the  legal  soundness  of  these  concessions ; 
it  seems,  however,  that  the  parties  themselves  are  not  at  liberty 
to  dispute  the  ground  of  the  judgment,  but  must  be  governed 
throughout  by  the  rule  first  laid  down.* 

§  116.  The  conclusiveness  of  a  decision  or  decree  of  a  court  of 
last  resort,  is  not  vitiated  by  the  fact  that  it  is  one  of  affirm- 
ance by  a  divided  court,  it  forSver  settles  the  question  decided 
as  to  that  case.*  The  authorities  declaring  that  a  decision  of 
an  appellate  court,  however  ertoneous,  is  the  law  of  the  par- 
ticular case,  and  cannot  be  questioned  in  the  primary  court,  or  on 
a  second  appeal,  is  not  the  expression  of  a  mere  rule  of  practice, 

Ala.  136;  Miller  v.  Jones,  29  Ala.  174;        »  Durant  v.  Essex  Co.,  7  Wall.  107; 

Porter    v.    Hanley,    10   Ark.    186;  People  v.  Circuit  Judge,  87  Mich.  377; 

Haynes  ▼.  Meeks,  20  Cal.  288;  Brad-  £tting  y.  Bank,  11  Wheat.  59;  Morse 

ford  v.  Patterson,  1  A.  K.  Marsh,  464.  v.  Gould,  11  N.  Y.  281 ;  Carleton  v. 

>  Rcnick  v.  Ludington,  20  W.  Va.  Davis,  8  Allen,  94;  Durant  v.  Essex 

«11.  Co.,  8  AUen,  103;  Bridge  v.  Johnson, 

*  Henry  y.  Quackenbush,  48  Mich.  5  Wend.  842;  Bridge  Co.  v.  Stewart, 

415.  8  How.  418. 
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but  18  founded  on  the  conclusiveness  of  judgments.  But  the 
exception  to  this  rule  of  conclusiveness  is,  that  it  does  not  apply 
to  points  not  under  consideration,  or  incidentally  considered,  or 
which  can  only  be  ai^umentatively  inferred  from  the  judgment."^ 
So  where  a  cause  is  determined  by  the  highest  court  of  a  State,^ 
that  judgment  being  final,  if  the  case  is  i*e versed  and  remanded 
to  the  tribunal  in  which  it  was  first  tried,  and  there  dismissed,  the 
judgment  of  the  appellate  court  is  conclusive  in  another  action 
brought  by  either  of  the  parties.  Thus  where  A.  and  B.  as  part- 
ners brought  a  suit  in  equity,  one  question  was  decided  adversely 
to  them,  that  decision  was  affirmed  on  appeal,  and  the  cause 
remanded — when  the  plaintiffs  voluntarily  dismissed  it.  In 
another  action  brought  by  A.  alone  he  was  estopped  from  suing 
on  the  claim."  So  where  a  writ  of  error  is  dismissed  for  irregu- 
larity, it  affirms  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  and  makes  it  re» 
judicata^ 

§  117.  It  cannot  be  said  that  a  case  is  not  authority  on  one 
point,  becau^,  although  that  point  was  properly  presented  and 
decided  in  the  regular  course  of  the  consideration  of  the  case^ 
something  else  was  found  in  the  end  which  disposed  of  the  whole 
matter.*  A  proposition  assumed  or  decided  by  the  court  to  be 
true,  and  which  must  be  so  assumed  to  establish  another  proposi- 
tion which  expresses  the  conclusion  of  the  court,  is  as  effectually 
passed  upon  as  the  matter  directly  decided.*  Where  the  record 
fairly  presents  two  points,  upon  either  of  which  the  decision 
might  turn,  and  the  court  fully  considers  and  determines  both, 
the  decision  of  neither  can  be  regarded  as  an  obiter  dictum^  and 
the  judgment  is  authoritative  on  both  points.* 


»  Woodgate  v.  Fleet,  44  N.  Y.  1 
People   V.    Johnson,  88  N.   Y.    68 
Hotchklss  V.  Nichols,  8  Conn.  188 
Coit  V.  Tracy,  8  Conn.  268;  Dicker- 
son  V.  Hayes,  31  Conn.  417;  Leonard 
V.  Whitney.  109  Mass.  265;  Hardy  ▼. 
Mills,    85    Miss.     141  ;     Bassett    v. 
Mitchell,  2  B.  &  A.  99;  Sweet  v.  Tut- 
tle,  14  N.  Y.  465;  McCormick's  Ap- 
peal, 57  Pa.  64 ;  Tarns  v.  Lewis,  42 
Pa.  402;  Carter  v.  James,  18  M.  <&  W. 


187;  People  v.  San  Francisco,  37  Cal. 
655;  Hadley  v.  Albany,  83  N.  Y.  608. 

>  Croft  V.  Johnson,  8  Baxter,  890; 
Trescott  v.  Barnes,  51  Iowa,  409. 

'  McLendon  v.  McGlann,  60  Ga. 
244. 

*  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Schutte.  108  U.  S. 
118. 

^  Trustees  v.  Stocker,  42  N.  J.  L. 
115. 

•  Hawes  v.  Water  Co.,  5  Sawyer 
C.  Ct.  287. 
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Stability  aud  certainty  in  the  law  are  of  the  very  first  import- 
ance. Hardships  may  sometimes  result  from  a  stern  adherence 
to  general  roles.  This  is  unavoidable  under  any  system  of  juris- 
prudence. Some  barrier  is  essential  to  guard  against  uncertainty. 
If  judicial  decisions  were  subject  to  frequent  change,  it  would 
disturb  and  unsettle  the  great  landmarks  of  property.  The  cer- 
tainty of  a  rule  is  often  more  important  than  the  reason  of  it ; 
the  maxim,  stare  decisis  et  non  quieta  movere,  is  the  safe  and 
judicial  policy,  and  should  be  adhered  to.  If  the  law,  as  hereto- 
fore pronounced  by  a  court,  in  giving  construction  to  a  statute,, 
ought  not  to  stand,  it  is  in  the  po^wer  of  the  legislature  to  amend 
it  without  impairing  rights  acquired  under  it.  Btit  where  a 
question  involving  important  private  and  public  rights  has  been 
only  once  passed  upon,  and  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  acquiesced 
in,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  re-examine  such  question  judi- 
cially when  properly  called  upon,*  or  if  the  decision  is  clearly 
incorrect  and  no  injurious  results  will  be  likely  to  flow  from  a 
reversal,  and  especially  if  it  is  injurious  and  unjust  in  its  opera- 
tion, it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  court  to  reverse  it,'  and  the 
doctrine  of  Stare  decisis  should  lead  any  court  to  conform  to  a 
well  established  principle  of  mercantile  law,  and  reverse  a 
decision  made  by  it  which  is  an  injudicious  innovation  upon 
that  principle.' 

§  118.  After  a  recovery  by  process  of  law,  there  must  be  an 
end  to  litigation ;  if  it  were  otherwise,  there  would  be  no  security 
for  any  person,  and  great  oppression  might  be  done  under  color 
and  pretense  of  law.*  To  fathom  the  grounds  and  motives  which 
may  have  led  to  the  determination  of  a  question  once  settled  by 
the  jurisdiction  to  which  the  law  j^as  referred  it,  would  be  ex- 
tremely dangerous ;  and  it  is  better  for  the  general  administra- 
tion of  justice  that  one  individual  should  be  inconvenienced,, 
than  that  the  whole  system  of  jurisprudence  be  overturned,  and 
endless  uncertainty  be  introduced.*  And  we  ought  also  to  see 
that  the  first  litigation  was  conducted  in  entire  good  faith,  and 

»  Pratt  ▼.  Brown,  8  Wis.  603.  S69;  Shaw  ▼.  Barnhardt,  17  Ind.  188;. 

'  Linn  v.  Minor,  4  Nev.  462;  Syd*  Houston  v.  Royston,  9  Miss.  288. 

nor  V.  Gfificoigne,  11  Tex.  449.  'Reg.   v.  Justices,   1   Q.  B.    681; 

'  Aud  y.  Magrader,  10  Cal.  282.  Bchumann  v.  Weatberhead,  1  East, 

*  Marriott  v.    Hampton,  7  T.  R.  541. 
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aII  the  facts  were  preeented  to  the  court  which  could  properly 
have  weight  in  the  construction  and  application  of  the  law. 
These  things  being  manifestly  impossible,  the  law  therefore 
wisely  excludes  judgments  from  being  used  to  the  prejudice  of 
strangers  to  the  controversy,  and  restricts  their  conclusiveness  to 
parties  thereto,  and  their  privies.'  Even  parties  and  privies  are 
bound  only  so  far  as  regards  the  subject-matter  then  involved, 
and  are  at  liberty  to  raise  the  same  questions  in  another  dis- 
tinct controversy  affecting  a  distinct  cause  of  action.* 

§  119.  And  if  there  be  any  one  principle  of  law  well  set- 
tled, beyond  all  question,  it  is  this :  that  whensoever  a  cause  of 
action,  in  the  language  of  the  law,  ''  transit  in  rem  judicatwm^^ 
and  the  judgment  thereon  remains  in  full  force  and  unreversed, 
the  original  cause  of  action  is  merged,  and  gone  forever.'    The 


>  BurrUl  v.  West.  2  N.  H.  190; 
Davis  V.  Wood,  1  Wheat.  6;  Jackson 
r.  Vedder,  3  Johns.  8;  Van  Bookkleia 
V.  Ingersoll,  6  Wend.  815;  Case  v. 
Reve,  14  Johns.  80;  Smith  v.  Balan- 
tyne,  10  Paige,  101;  Alexander  v.  Tay- 
lor. 4  Denio,  802;  Orphan  House  v. 
Laurence,  11  Paige,  80;  Wood  v. 
Stephen,  1  S.  &  R.  175;  Thomas  v. 
Hubbell,  18  N.  Y.  405;  Peterson  v. 
Lothrop,  84  Penn.  Si.  233;  Twambly 
V.  Henly,  4  Mass.  448;  Estey  v.  Strong, 
13  Ohio,  401;  Cowles  v.  Hartz,  8  Conn. 
1122;  Floyd  v.  Mizizer,  6  Rich.  361; 
Riggin  V.  Brown,  12  Georgia,  271; 
Person  v.  Jones,  12  Georgia,  671; 
lyiaple  v.  Beach,  43  Ind.  51;  Hawesv. 
Water  Co.,  6  Sawyer,  287;  Trustees 
V.  Stocker,  42  N.  J.  L.  116;  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Schutte,  103  U.  S.  118;  Wood  v. 
Davis,  7  Cranch,  271;  Paynes  v. 
Coales,  1  Munf.  873 ;  Tuipin  v. 
Thomas,  2  H.  &  M.  139;  Ryer  v.  At- 
waler,  4  Conn.  431  ;  Killinsworth  v. 
Bradford,  2  Overt.  204;  Estep  v. 
Hutchman,  14  S.  &  R.  435;  Tabor  v. 
Perrott,  2  Gall.  565;  Respublica  v. 
Davis,  3  Yeates,  128;  Johnson  v. 
Bourn,  1  Wash.  187;  Stevelie  v.  Read, 
45  Wash.  C.  C.  274;  Cleuton  v.  Cham- 


bliss,  6  Rand.  86;  Neal  v.  McComb,  % 
Yerg.  16;  Blount  v.  Darrack,  14  8.  & 
R.  184;  Fisk  v.  Weston,  6  Me.  410; 
James  v.  Stookey,  1  Wash.  0.  C.  630; 
Chapman  v.  Chapman,  1  Munf.  398; 
Frazier  v.  Frazier,  2  Leigh,  642;  Man- 
ford  V.  Overseers,  2  Rand.  313; 
Michanv.  Wyatt,  21  Ala.  813;  Fallon 
V.  Murray,  16  Mo.  168;  Duncan  v. 
Helms,  8  Gratt.  68;  Chamberlain  v. 
Carlisle.  26  N.  H.  540;  Mackey  v. 
Cotttes,  70  Pa.  350;  Cable  v.  Larking, 
9  Bush,  154;  Bisscll  v.  Kellogg,  65  N. 
Y.  482. 

«  Vanalstyne  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  84  Barb. 
28;  Cook  v.  Viemont,  6  B.  Mon.  284; 
Taylor  v.  McCnicken,  2  Blackt  260; 
Spencer  v.  Dearth,  48  Vt  98. 

*  Savage  v.  Stevens,  128  Mass.  254; 
Savm  V.  Bond,  57  Md.  228;  Commrs. 
V.  Binford,  70  Ind.  208 ;  Savage  v. 
French,  18  HI.  App.  17  ;  Caldwell  v. 
White,  77  Mo.  471;  Cemetery  v. 
People,  92  111.  619;  Law  v.  McDonald, 
62  How.  Pr.  340;  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Schwartz,  13  111.  App.  490  ;  Battys 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  43  Iowa,  602  ;  Nel- 
son V.  Couch,  15  C.  B.  N.  S.  99 ; 
Follctt  V.  Hoppe,  5  C.  B.  288;  Ham- 
let V.  Richardson,  9  Ring.  641  ;  U. 
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effect  of  reajvdcatum  so  completely  exclndes  all  proof  tothe  con- 
trary, that  the  party  against  whom  judgment  has  been  rendered 
cannot  impeach  it  even  by  written  receipts  of  payment  which 
have  been  since  discovered.'  "  Sub  specie  novwtum  inatmtmeni' 
orum  postea  r4pertoTU7a  res  judicata  reatauroH  exemplo  qua/re 
esV^  For  in  the  language  of  the  civil  law  :  "  res  judicata  facit  ex^ 
albo  nigrum^  ex  nigra  alium^  excurvo  rectum^  exrecto  curvum.^^ 
The  case  of  Marriot  v.  Hampton,  illustrates  this  principle.  Thus, 
where  A.  sued  B.  for  the  price  of  goods  sold,  for  which  B.  had 
paid  and  obtained  a  receipt  before  the  suit  was  commenced,  not 
being  able  to  find  his  receipt,  and  having  no  other  proof  of  pay- 
ment, A.  recovered  judgment  against  B.  for  the  price  of  the 
goods  sold ;  B.  was  obliged  to  submit  to  the  payment  of  the 
money  again,  but  afterwards  found  the  missing  receipt,  and 
brought  an  action  against  ^.  for  money  had  and  received,  to 
recover  back  the  amount  of  the  sum  of  payment  thus  wrong- 
fully enforced ;  but  he  was  estopped  on  the  ground  that  the 
former  suit  was  conclusive,  and  that  money  paid  under  legal  pro- 
cess could  not  be  recovered  back  again,  and  the  same  evidence 
used  in  the  second  suit  would  have  been  a  good  defense  in  the 
firet;  B.  was  bound  to  either  produce  the  evidence  or  submit  to 
the  judgment  of  the  court,  and  that,  when,  once  res  jud/icata^  it 
was  conclusive  in  any  subsequent  action  arising  from  the  same 
transaction.  If  mistakes  in  practice  or  inadvertence  furnished 
reasons  for  avoiding  judgments,  it  would  encourage  litigation  and 
reward  carelessness  at  the  expense  of  the  other  party,  and  there- 
fore the  law  acts  upon  the  maxim,  Interest  reijmhUccB  ut  sit  iinis 
litium,* 


B.  V.  Leffler.  11  Peters.  100;  Robin- 
son v.  Smith,  18  Johns.  463;  Oaylus 
V.  R  R..  SO  N.  Y.  609;  Howell  v. 
Earp,  21  Hun,  300;  Arnold  v.  Kyle.  8 
Baxt.  819;  Matthews  y.  Green,  13 
Phila.  841 ;  Tutle  v.  Harrill.  85  N.  C. 
456;  Mallej  v.  Malley,  52  Iowa,  654; 
Goddard  v.  Gray,  L.  R.  6  Q.B.  139; 
Field  V.  McKinney.  60  Miss.  .68;  Bur- 
ritt  V.  Belfry,  47  Conn.  828;  8.  C.  87 
Am.  R.  79;  Johnson  v.  Stalcup,  4  Baxt. 
288;  Preble  v.  Supervisors,  8  Biss. 
808;  Mason  v.  Bucht6l,  101  U.  S.  678; 


Robinson  v.  Marks,  19  Hun,  826; 
Davis  V.  Bedsole,  69  Ala.  863;  Nor- 
wood V.  Kir  by,  70  Ala.  897;  Fogg  v. 
Sanborn,  48  Me.  432. 

»  Marriott  v.  Hampton,  7  T.  R. 
269;  Allison's  Case,  L.  R.  9  Ch.  App. 
24;  Heath  v.  Frackelton,  20  Wis.  820; 
De  Cadaval  v.  Collins,  4  A.  &  £.  867; 
Miller  v.  Albaugh,  24  Iowa,  128. 

•  Great,  &c.  Co.  v.  Mossop,  17  C. 
B.  140;  CammeU  v.  Sewell,  8  H.  & 
N.  647;  Brotherhood  in  re,  81  L.  J. 
Ch.  865;  Beavant  y.  Mornington,  7H. 
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§  120.  The  qneetion  freqaently  arises  as  to  the  effect  of 
two  or  more  actions  peiuUng  at  tlie  same  time  for  the  same 
cause.  There  can  be  no  qnestion  bat  that  a  plaintiff  may 
bring  an  action  in  every  State  of  the  Union  against  a  party 
if  he  can  obtain  either  personal  or  constrnctive  service  so  as 
to  bring  the  party  or  his  property  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  each  State  court,  and  it  is  also  well  settled  that  an  action 
pending  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction  is  no  defense  to  an  action  in 
another.^  There  maybe  circnmsiances  under  which  the  pend- 
ency of  an  action  may  be  pleaded,  in  abatement  of  another  npon 
the  same  cause,  but  it  must  be  set  up  as  a  defense  in  the  action 
iast  brought.  This  being  the  general  doctrine,  there  is  another 
which  will  i^lieve  the  party  from  numerous  suits  and  harassing 
litigation.  That  a  judgment,  no  matter  where  rendered,  if  it  be 
of  a  tribunal  of  competent  jurisdiction,  is  a  complete  defense  in 
any  court  when  alleged  by  a  defendant.  The  judgment  first  ren- 
dered merges  the  cause  of  action.  Therefore  it  is  immaterial 
at  what  time  the  judgment  is  rendered ;  whether  prior  or  subse- 
quent to  the  commencement  of  the  action  in  which  it  was  pre- 
sented, it  is  a  bar  to  such  action.*  A  prior  judgment  upon  the 
same  cause  of  action,  sustains  the  plea  of  former  recovery : 
although  the  judgment  is  in  an  action  commenced  subsequently  to 
the  one  in  which  it  is  pleaded.  The  date  is  of  no  consequence  ; 
it  is  the  fact  of  an  adjudication  between  the  same  parties  upon 
the  same  subject-matter,  which  gives  effect  to  the  former  recov- 
ery. The  operation  of  this  rule  is  the  same,  whether  the  record 
be  pleaded  by  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  parties.  It  is  not  the 
priority  in  the  commencement  of  one  action  that  renders  the 
judgment  obtained  therein  a  bar  to  the  recovery  of  a  second 


L.  C.  540;  Wilson  v.  Ray,  10  A.  &  E. 
82  ;  Belcher  v.  Mills,  2  C.  M.  &  R. 
160;  Reynolds  v.  Wedd,  4  Bing.  N. 
C.  694  ;  Le  Chevalier  v.  Lynch,  1 
Dougl.  170;  Phillips  v.  Hunter,  2  H. 
Bl.  412;  Philpot  v.  Aslett,  1  C.  M.  & 
R.  85;  Lane  v.  Chapman,  11  A.  &  E. 
966;  Denne  v.  Knott,  7  M.  &  W.  143. 
^  Bowne  v.  Joy,  9  Johns.  221; 
Walsh  v.  Durkin,  12  Johns.  99; 
Maale  v.  Murray,  7  T.  R.  470;  Haight 


V.  HoUey,  8  Wend.  461;  Hatch  v. 
Spofford,  22  Conn.  486;  Weeks  v. 
Pearson,  6  N.  H.  324;  McGilvi-ay  ▼. 
Avery.  30  Vt.  538. 

*  Casebecr  v.  Mowry,  55  Pa.  519; 
Duffy  V.  Lyttle,  5  Watts.  120;  Savage 
V.  Stevens,  128  Mass.  254;  Child  v. 
Eureka  Works.  45  N.  H.  547;  Bank 
V.  Bank,  7  GiU,  415;  Rogers  v.  Odell, 
89  N.  H.  452;  Whitehurst  v.  Rogers, 
88  Md.  503. 
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judgment  in  another,  but  because  the  first  jndgment,  when  given 
whether  in  the  action  commenced  first  or  last,  extinguishes  the 
orginai  cause  of  action,  and  gives  to  the  plaintiff,  in  lien  thereof, 
one  of  a  higher  natn  re.  And  an  action  cannot  be  maintained  on 
the  original  demand.  Thus,  where  an  action  was  commenced  in 
1875,  and  the  defendants  pleaded  therein  in  1876,  the  defendants 
obtained  leave  to  file  an  amended  answer.  They  alleged  that  the 
plaintiff  ought  not  further  to  maintain  his  action  because  on  a  day 
prior  thereto  he  recovered  a  judgment  against  the  defendants  in 
•another  State  for  the  same  cause  of  action  in  a  suit  commenced 
in  said  State  since  the  issuing  of  the  original  writ  in  this  case, 
which  jndgment  remained  unreversed  and  in  full  force  and  effect. 
This  defense  was  held  to  be  directed  against  the  right  of  the 
plaintiff  to  recover  in  the  form  of  action  adopted  by  him  (the 
original  cause),  and  that  it  was  properly  interposed  as  a  special 
plea  in  bar  to  the  further  maintenance  of  the  action.'  The  date 
of  the  acts  charged,  does  not  necessarily  affect  the  operation  of 
the  plea  of  res  adjudicata  }  a  verdict  and  judgment  between  the 
same  parties,  used  either  in  pleading  or  evidence,  as  a  protection 
in  a  second  suit,  is  equally  conclusive,  where  the  same  damages 
are  sought  to  be  recovered,  and  where  different  damages  are 
claimed  for  a  posterior  violation  of  the  same  right.  If  the  same 
question  of  right  is  involved  in  the  second  suit,  as  was  deter- 
mined in  the  first — whatever  distance  in  time  occurs  between  the 
acts  bringing  the  right  in  question — the  former  decision  is  effec- 
tive." Thus,  where  a  judgment  had  been  recovered  in  a  suit  in 
partition  the  parties  appealed  from  the  judgment ;  pending  the 
appeal,  and  prior  to  its  reversal  by  the  Supreme  Court,  the  de- 
fendants recovered  a  judgment  in  an  action  of  ejectment  for  the 
same  land  in  controversy  in  the  partition  suit.  After  the 
reversal  of  the  judgment  in  the  partition  suit,  the  defendants 
plead  their  judgment  in  the  ejectment  suit  as  a  bar  to  the  further 
maintenance  of  the  partition  suit ;  it  was  held  a  good  plea.'  So 
a  jndgment  on  a  note  lost  after  maturity  is  a  complete  bar  to 

»  Bank  v.  Bank,  7  GUI,  415;  Child  503. 

V.  Eureka  Co.,  45  N.  H.  547;  Savage  »  Martin  v.  Walker,  60  Cal.  »4;  for 

▼.  Stevens,  128  Mass.  254.  a    contrary  doctrine    see    State    v. 

»  Whitehuret   v.   Rogers,   38   Md.  Spikes,  38  Ark.  801. 
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another  action  brought  bj  any  person  who  receives  it  after 
maturity.* 

§  121.  Every  judgment  is  prima  fade  a  substantial  and  final 
determination  of  the  matter  in  controversy,  and  this  pi^esumption 
cannot  be  overcome  by  extrinsic  evidence,  unless  there  is  some- 
thing on  the  face  of  it  to  justify  its  admission.*  Thus,  park  com- 
missioners under  the  requirement  of  the  law,  made  an  assessment 
upon  property  contiguous  to  the  park,  for  benefits,  and  returned 
the  same  to  the  circuit  court,  by  which  it  was  found  to  be  valid^ 
and  confirmed  and  divided  into  yearly  installments.  On  applica- 
tion for  judgment  fof  the  third  yearly  installment,  it  was  held 
that  the  confirmation  of  the  assessment  by  the  circuit  court  was 
rea  adjudicaia  as  to  the  validity  and  legality  of  the  assessment^ 
and  precluded  a  re-investigation  of  the  matters  so  decided.* 
Individual  good  and  public  policy  both  require  that  there  should 
be  some  fixed  and  certain  end  to  litigation,  and  that  suitors  that 
having  been  once  discharged  from  attendance  in  court,  shall  not 
be  again  brought  before  it  without  snfiicient  reason,  and  as  this 
rule  must  be  inflexible  to  effect  its  object,  it  will  not  yield  to  the 
clearest  proof  that  a  defense  or  cause  of  action  was  overruled 
which  ought  to  have  been  sustained,  or  sustained  when  it  ought 
to  have  been  excluded,  and  that  injustice  will  result  unless  the 
mistake  is  overruled.*  The  conclusive  effect  of  a  judgment  is 
the  same,  whether  it  was  rendered  upon  the  evidence  or  a  techni- 
cal rule  of  law,*  and  a  plea  of  a  prior  recovery,  for  the  same  cause 
of  action,  cannot  be  answered  by  a  replication  that  the  decisioa 
was  not  on  the  merits,  without  showing  that  the  proceeding  was 
such  that  they  could  not  have  been  decided.*  Suitors  are  bound 
to  prepare  and  present  their  cases  in  a  proper  manner,  and  can- 
not allege  their  own  carelessness  or  ignorance  as  a  cause  for  being 


»  Elliott  V,  Woodward,  18  Jnd.  188. 

*  Zimmerman  v.  Zimmerman,  16 
111.  84;  Stearns  v.  Stearns,  32  Vt.  678. 

»  People  V.  Brislin,  80  111.  423; 
Lehmen  v.  People,  80  lU.  601;  Bar- 
rett V.  Palling.  8  Oreg.  152  ;  Bower 
v.  TiUman,  5  W.  &  8.  556  ;  Smith  v. 
Whitney,  11  Mass.  445 ;  Beale  v. 
Pearce,  12  Md.  680;  Barrett  v.  Fail- 
ing,.8  Oreg.  162. 


*  Mondel  v.  Steele,  8  M.  &  W. 
868;  Oases  Supra,  Note  2. 

»  Green  v.  Clark,  6  Denio,  497; 
Kilheffer  v.  Herr,  17  S.  &  R.  819; 
Dewey  v.  Peck,  83  Iowa,  242;  Alli- 
son's Case,  L.  R.  9  Ch.  A  pp.  24;. 
Davies  v.  MAyor,  93  N.  Y.  250, 

•  Agnewv.  Mcllroy,  18  Miss.  552; 
miheffer  v.  Herr,  17  S.  &  R.  819; 
Lewis  V.  Neuzell,  38  Pa.  222. 
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relieved  from  its  coDseqneQces. '  A  defendant  cannot  escape  from 
^he  consequences  of  an  adverse  judgment  on  the  ground  that  h& 
had  a  good  defense  in  fact,  and  relied  inconbideratel j  on  an  unten- 
able point  of  law;  and  a  plaintiff  is  precluded  from  regaining  liis 
mistakes  or  omissions  by  recourse  to  another  action,  unless  nnder 
rare  and  peculiar  circumstances.*  Thus,M.  and  B.  were  partners, 
and  having  agreed  to  arbitrate  their  partnership  difficulties, 
deposited  notes  for  $1,200  each  with  the  arbitrators,  who  on  their 
award  being  made,  were  to  deliver  to  the  one  who  should  be 
found  creditor  of  the  other  the  note  of  the  latter  indorsed  down 
to  the  amount  of  the  balance  awarded.  The  award  was  in  M.'s 
favor,  and  B.'s  note  was  delivered  to  him.  Afterwards,  B. 
brought  suit  in  chancery  to  have  the  award  corrected  on  the 
ground  of  mistake,  and  he  was  allowed  a  credit,  to  be  deducted 
from  the  note,  for  an  item  which  by  accident  and  mistake  was 
not  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  arbitratora.  The  action  in 
this  case  was  brought  on  said  promissory  note.  On  the  trial,  B. 
sought  to  show  that  the  award  was  not  valid,  and  it  was  held  that 
the  decree  in  the  chancery  suit  precluded  him  from  this  defense. 
He  relied  on  the  ground  that  no  point  was  made  in  the  chancery 
suit  upon  the  validity  of  the  award,  and  that,  in  the  absSnce  of 
such  an  issue,  it  remained  undisposed  of  and  open  to  litigation  at 
law.  The  bill  was  based  on  the  alleged  existence  of  a  valid 
award,  and  was  inconsistent  with  anything  else;  if  no  valid  award 
existed,  there  was  a  perfect  defense  at  law,  because  the  note  in 
such  case  was  not  delivered  as  a  binding  obligation,  and  was  not 
in  the  hands  of  a  honafde  holder  ;  the  whole  controversy  in  the 
chancery  cau^e  turned  on  the  assumption  that  nothing  remained 
open  except  the  item  overlooked  on  the  arbitration  ;  a  party  can- 
not get  relief  on  one  basis  and  then  seek  a  new  chance  to  litigate 
on«the  suggestion  that  he  has  a  defense  which  he  did  not  see  tit 
to  rely  on  before;  and  that  the  ruling  of  the  court  below,  that  B. 

'  Dewey  v.  Peck,  83  Iowa,  243.  Housemire  v.  Moulton,  16  Ind.  867; 

•  Foster   v.    W©ll8,    4    Tex.    101;  Simes  v.  Zane,  24  Pa.  242;  Zimmer- 

Society,  &c.  t.  Hartland.  2  Paine  C.  man    v.    ZimmermaQ,    15   III.    84  ; 

C.   536;    Parriah  v.  Ferris,  2  Black,  Keokuk  v.  Alexander,  21  Iowa,  397; 

606 ;   K.  R.   v.   £rie.  1  Grant's  Cas.  Fuller  ▼.   Jones,    5  Jones  £q.    192; 

212;  Demarest  v.  Darg,  82  K.  Y.  281;  Thornton  v.  Cambell.  6Fia.  546;  Mer- 

Wingatc  v.  Haywood,  40  N.  H.  488;  win  v.  Parker,  18  Ala.  241. 
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was  concluded  by  the  decree,  was  correct.'  Where  a  party  who 
is  sued  at  law  has  a  valid  defense  bnt  neglects  to  make  it, 
and  allows  jadgment  to  be  taken  against  him,  cannot  afterwards 
maintain  an  equitable  proceeding  to  be  relieved  from  the  jadg- 
ment, having  been  accorded  an  opportunity  to  litigate  his  defense 
in  the  action  at  law ;  that  opportunity  neglected,  it  is  gone  for- 
ever.* 

^  §  122.  What  matters  are  included  under  the  term  reB  adjudir 
c<Ua.  The  judgment  or  decree  of  a  court  possessing  competent 
jurisdiction  is  final  as  to  the  subject-matter  thereby  determined. 
The  principle,  however,  extends  further.  It  is  not  only  final  as 
to  the  matter  actually  determined,  but  as  to  every  other  matter 
which  the  parties  might  litigate  in  the  cause,  and  which  they 
might  have  had  decided.  The  reasons  in  favor  of  this  extent  of 
the  rule  are  found  in  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  silencing 
the  contentions  of  parties  and  of  accomplishing  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice by  a  single  and  speedy  decision  of  all  their  rights.  It  is 
evidently  proper  to  prescribe  some  period  to  controversies  of  this 
sort;  and  what  period  can  be  more  fit  and  proper  than  that 
which  affords  a  full  and  fair  opportunity  to  examine  and  decide 
all  their  claims?  This  extent  of  the  rule  can  impose  no  hard- 
ship. It  requires  no  more  than  a  reasonable  degree  of  vigilance 
and  attention ;  a  different  courae  might  be  dangerous  and  often 
oppressive.  It  might  tend  to  unsettle  all  the  determinations  of 
law  and  open  a  door  for  infinite  vexation.  This  rule  is  founded 
on  sound  principle.* 


1  Beam  v.  Macomber,  85  Mich.  455. 

«  Jackson  v.   Patrick,   19  S.  C.  19; 
Bull  V.  Rowe.  13  8.  C.  355. 

•Eastman  v.  Porter,  14  Wis.  39; 
Sheppardson  v.  Gary,  39  Wis.  34; 
Itoby  V.  Raiusberger,  27  Ohio  S. 
674;  Ellis  v.  Clarke,  19  Ark.  420; 
Mosby  v.  Wall,  23  Miss.  81;  Dan- 
naher  v.  Prentiss,  22  Wis.  811; 
Wittick  V.  Traun,  25  Ala.  817;  Noble 
V.  Cope's  Adm'rs.,  60  Pa.  St.  17;  Cyp- 
hert  V.  McClure,  22  Pa.  St.  195;  Ham- 
ner  v.  Griffith,  1  Grants  Cases,  198 
Bloodgood  T.  Grasey,  81  Ala.  575 
Burdick    v.    Post,    12    Barb.    168 


Bridge  V.  Sargeant,  27  Ohio  St  283; 
Mallony  v.  Horan,  49  N.  Y.  Ill; 
Burford  v.  Kersey,  48  Miss.  643: 
Hyatt  V.  Bates.  85  Barb.  808 ;  Har- 
ris V.  Harris,  36  Barb.  88;  Babcock  v. 
Camp,  12  Ohio,  11;  Duncan  v.  Hol- 
comb.  26  Ind.  878;  Keokuk  County 
V.  Alexander,  21  la.  877;  Uobbs  v. 
Parker,  81  Me.  143;  Lindsley  v. 
Thompson,  1  Tenn.  Ch.  272;  Strong 
V.  HooL  41  Wis.  659;  DriscoU  v. 
Damp,  16  Wis.  106;  Petersine  v. 
Thomas,  28  Ohio  S.  596;  Phclan  v. 
Gardner,  48  Cal.  806;  Rogers  v.  Big- 
gins, 57  111.  294;  Chesapeake,  &c.  Co. 
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'§  133.  When  a  given  matter  becomes  the  Bnbject  6f  litigation 
in,  and  of  adjudication  by  a  conrt  of  competent  jurisdiction,  the 
<x>nrt  requires  the  parties  to  bring  forward  their  whole  case,  and 
will  not,  except  under  special  circumstances,  permit  the  same 
parties  to  open  the  same  subject  of  litigation  in  respect  of  mat- 
ter which  might  have  been  brought  forward  as  part  of  the  sub- 
ject in  controversy,  but  which  was  not  brought  forward,  only  be- 
cause they  have,  from  negligence,  inadvertence,  or  even  accident, 
omitted  part  of  the  case.  The  plea  of  res  adjudicata  applies,  ex- 
cept in  special  cases,  not  only  to  the  points  upon  which  the  court 
was  required  by  the  parties  to  form  an  opinion  and  pronounce  a 
judgment,  but  to  every  point  which  properly  belonged  to  the 
subject  in  litigation  and  which  the  parties,  exercising  reasonable 
diligence,  might  have  brought  forward  at  the  time  and  deter- 
mined respecting  it.*    Thus,  where  a  judgment  of  foreclosure  was 


Y.  Oittings,  36  Md.  376;  Hongerford's 
Appeal,  41  Codq.  823 ;  Bates  v. 
dpooner,  45  Ind.  489  ;  Burlen  y. 
Shannon,  99  Mass.  200 ;  Lea  v. 
Lea,  99  Mass.  493  ;  Street  v.  Beck- 
man.  43  la.  496;  R.  R.  y.  Clark, 
'21  Ind.  150;  Horton  y.  Hamilton,  20 
Tex.  606;  Barnum  v.  Reynolds,  88 
Cal.  648;  Putnam  y.  New  Albany,  4 
Biss.  365;  Lewis'  Appeal,  67  Pa.  St. 
153;  Goenen  y.  Schroeder,  18  Minn. 
68;  Dickson  y.  Merritt,  21  Minn.  196; 
Bradley  y.  Johnson,  49  Ga.  412;  Wil> 
Hams  y.  Walker,  62  III.  517;  Hudson 
y.  Smith,  39  N.  Y.  Superior  Ct.  452; 
Aurora  y.  West,  7  Wall.  82;  Davis 
y.  Brown,  94  U.  S.  423;  Russell 
y.  Place,  94  U.  S.  606;  Allie  y. 
Schmitz,  17  Wis.  169;  Hamilton  y. 
<2uimby,  46  111.  90;  Leguen  y.  Goy- 
emor,  1  Johns.  Cas.  492;  Harris  y. 
Oolquitt,  44  Ga.  668;  Whitman  y. 
R  R.  Co.,  16  Gray,  530;  Barker 
y.  Cleveland,  19  Mich.  230;  Fischli 
y.  Fischli,  1  Blackf.  360 ;  Stark 
y.  Slarr,  94  U.  S.  477;  Murrell 
y.  Smith,  51  Ala.  801;  Kelly  y. 
Donlin,  70  111.  378;  Haines  y.  Ken- 
nedy, 58  Miss.  108;  Johnson  v.  John- 


son, 20111.  215;  Knight  v.  Atkinson, 
2  Tenn.  Ch.  384;  Cook  y.  Burnley. 
45  Tex.  97;  Rogers  v.  Higgins,  57  lU. 
244;  People  v.  San  Francisco.  27  Cal. 
655;  Boston  v.  Haynes,  23  Cal.  31; 
McGregor  v.  Holcomb,  21  Iowa,  411; 
Bouvillian  v.  Bourg,  16  La.  Ann. 
363;  Kalisch  y.  Kalisch,  9  Wis.  529; 
Shepardson  v.  Casey,  29  Wis.  84; 
Armory  v.  Armory,  26  Wis.  152;  State 
y.  Hudson,  37  Ind.  198;  RumriU  v. 
Road  Co.,  51  Ind.  354;  Evans  y.  Road 
Co.,  51  Ind.  160;  Felt  v.  Lumure,  48 
Iowa,  397;  Ligon  y.  Triplett.  12  B. 
Mon.  281 ;  Nichols  y.  Dibrell,  61  Tex. 
539;  Caldwell  v.  White,  77  Mo.  471. 
*  New  Haven,  &c.  Co.  v.  State,  44 
Conn.  376;  Cromwell  v.  County  of  Sac, 
94  U.  S.  351 ;  Town  v.  Lanphere,  34  Vt 
865;  Davis  v.  Talcott,  12  N.  Y.  184; 
Marriott  v.  Hampton,  7  T.  R.  266; 
Braen  y.  Hone,  2  Barb.  596;  Hamil- 
ton v.  Quimby,  46  111.  90;  Shafer  y. 
Scudder,  14  La.  Ann.  575;  Packet 
Co.  y.  Sickles,  24  How.  833;  Waring 
y.  Lewis,  53  Ala.  615 ;  Town  y. 
Smith,  14  Mich.  348;  Johnson  y. 
Murphy,  17  Tex.  216;  Culbertsonv.  El- 
lis, 6  McLean,  248 ;  Henderson  y.  Hen« 
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taken  on  a  mortgage  executed  by  one  of  a  firm  in  his  owa 
name,  but  for  his  firm,  in  which  he  assumed  the  payment  of 
notes  of  a  third  party,  and  a  personal  judgment  for  the  amount 
of  the  notes  was  taken  only  against  their  maker^  the  proceed- 
ings and  judgment  were  a  bar  to  any  future  suit  against  the 
maker  of  the  mortgage  and  against  his  partners,  who  were  only 
jointly  liable  with  him.  The  mortgage  was  an  entire  contract, 
stipulating  for  the  payment  of  the  money  and  pledging  the  land 
therefor.  The  plaintiff  having  brought  suit  upon  the  mortgage 
and  taken  a  judgment  of  foreclosure  only,  when  he  might  have 
taken  a  personal  judgment  for  the  residue,  after  exhausting  the 
land,  he  could  not  afterwards  maintain  another  action  to  recover 
a  personal  judgment  for  such  residne.^  Where  the  declaration 
in  the  second  action  is  framed  in  such  a  manner  that  the  causes 
of  action  may  be  the  same  as  those  in  the  first  suit,  it  is  incum* 
bent  on  the  party  bringing  the  action  to  show  that  they  are  not 
the  same.  Thus,  the  plaintiff  declared  for  money  had  and  re- 
ceived ;  the  defendant  pleaded  a  judgment,  recovered  for  $4,000 
in  an  inferior  court  in  Wales,  for  the  same  causes.  The  plaintiff 
replied  that  the  causes  were  not  the  same.  It  appeared  that  the 
defendant  had  received,  as  plaintiff's  steward,  large  sums  of  money 
on  his  account,  to  a  greater  amount  than  the  sum  for  which 
plaintiff  declared  in  the  inferior  court,  and  that  plaintiff,  believ- 
ing that  defendant  had  no  available  property  beyond  that 
amount,  took  judgment  by  default,  and  verified  for  only  $3,500. 
All  those  sums  which  the  jplaijitiff  knew  to  be  due  from  defend- 
ant when  he  commenced  the  first  suit  were  considered  as  causes 
of  action,  for  which  he  had  before  recovered  judgment."  So  the 
acceptance  of  and  entry  of  judgment  upon  a  general  offer  of 


dersoti,  3  Hare»  115;  Farguaharson  v. 
Seton,  5  Buss.  45 ;  Partridge  v.  Oa- 
borne,  5  Russ.  195;  Chalmey  v.  Du- 
sany,  2  Scb.  &  L.  718;  Breadalbane 
y.  ChaDdos,  7  M.  &  C.  782;  Great- 
head  v.  Bromley,  7  T.  R. '455; 
Ricardo  v.  Garcias,  12  CI.  &  F.  400; 
Packet  Co.  v.  Sickles.  5  Wall.  592; 
Beam  t.  McComber,  85  Mich.  455; 
People  V.  Brislin,  80  111.  423;  Crosby 
v.  Jerolmao^  87  Ind.  264  ;  Philpot  v. 
Aslett,  1  C.  M.  &  R.  85;  Lane  y.  Ghap- 


man,  11  A.  &  £.  960;  Le  Cheyalier  y. 
Lynch,  1  Doug.  170;  Denne  y.  Enott, 
7  M.  &  W.  148;  Phillips  y.  Hunter,  2 
H.  Bl.  402;  Reynolds  y.  Medd,  4 
Bing.  N.  C.  604;  Wilson  y.  Ray,  10 
A.  &  E.  82;  Belcher  y.  Mills,  2  C.  M. 
&R.  150;  Raymond  y.  Rosi,  40  Ohio 
St.  843  Harbig  V.  Freund,  69  Ga.  180; 
Storm  y.  Ermantrout,  89  Ind.  214. 
>  Crosby  y.  Jerolman,  37  Ind.  264 
'  Lord  Bagot  y.  Williams,  3  &  & 
C.  285. 
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Jadgment  conoludes  the  plaintiff  from  bringing  a  new  action  for 
any  part  of  the  claim  embraced  in  the  complaint,  and  which 
might  have  been  litigated  in  the  former  action.*  Thae,  in  an  ac- 
tion brought  by  a  woman,  after  a  divorce,  against  her  former 
bnsband,  to  recover  for  the  maintenance  of  an  infant  child  of 
the  latter,  the  defendant  answered  that  he  was  the  father  of 
the  child,  who  was  the  issue  of  a  niarriage  between  himself  and 
appellant,  and  that  a  divorce  had  been  granted  appellant  on  her 
application  and  the  custody  of  the  child  awarded  to  her.  A  de- 
murrer to  the  answer  was  overruled.  Held,  that  the  plaintiff 
might,  if  her  case  warranted  it,  and  should  have  obtained  a  pro- 
Tision  for  the  support  of  the  child  in  her  action  for  divorce,  and 
having  taken  her  decree  for  divorce  and  the  custody  of  the  child 
without  any  provision  for  its  support,  she  took  upon  herself  the 
burden  of  its  support,  and  cannot  now  maintain  an  action  there- 
for. If  the  court  in  the  action  for  divorce  erroneously  refused 
to  make  her  an  allowance  to  be  paid  by  the  father  of  the  child 
for  its  maintenance,  she  had  her  remedy.* 

§  124.  When  there  is  res  adjvdicata  the  original  cause  of 
action  is  gone ;  and  it  would  be  destructive  of  all  certainty  in  the 
administration  of  law,  in  the  status  of  families,  and  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  rights,  if  it  were  not  held  incumbent  on  anyone  attempt- 
ing to  get  rid  of  a  solemn  judgment  to  show  that  he  comes  for- 
ward to  do  so  with  reasonable  promptitude  and  diligence.' 

§  125.  A  judgment  decides  every  matter  which  pertains  to 
the  cause  of  action  or  the  defense  set  up,  or  which  is  involved  in 
the  measure  of  relief  to  which  the  cause  of  action  or  defense  en- 
titles the  party,  even  though  such  matter  may  not  be  set  forth  in 
the  pleadings^  so  as  to  admit  proof  and  call  for  an  actual  decision 
up6n  it.  Whenever  a  matter  is  adjudicated  and  finally  de- 
termined by  a  competent  tribunal,  it  is  considered  forever  at 
rqst.  This  is  a  principle  upon  which  the  repose  of  society 
materially  depends,  and  it  therefore  prevails,  with  a  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, throughout  the  civilized  world.     This  principle  not  only 

>  Davies  ▼.   Mayor,  &c.,  98  N.  Y.  »  Lockyer  v.  Ferryman     L.  R.  2 

«50.  App.  Cas.  519;  Voorhees  v.  Bank,  10 

«  Huslmnd  v.  Husband,  IOC.  L.  J.  Peters,  478;  Lyons  v.  Cooledge,  89 

177.  111.  529. 
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embraces  what  actually  was  determined,  but  also  exteuds  to  every 
other  matter  which,  under  the  issues,  the  parties  might  have  liti- 
gated  in  the  case,  to  every  thing  within  the  knowledge  of  the^ 
parties  which  might  have  been  sot  up  as  a  ground  of  relief  or  de- 
fense. This  general  rule  has  not  only  gone  unchallenged  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  but  a  uniform  and  unbroken  line  of 
cases  h$i8  given  it  approval.^     The  only  exception  to  this  rule  is 


'  Goodenow  v.  Litchfield,  50  Iowa, 
226;  Comparet  v.  Hanna,  84  Ind.  74 
-/Cemetery  Co.  v.  People,  92  DI.  619 
Crossby  v.  Jeroloman,  87  Ind.  264 
Babcock  v.  Camp,  12  Ohio,  11 ;  Bates 
V.  Spooner,  45  Ind.  489;  Embreyv. 
Connor,  8  N.  Y.  522;  Ricker  v.  Pratt, 
48  Ind.  73;  Kelle/  v.  Donlin,  70  HI. 
878;  Rogers  v.  Higgins.  57  111.  244; 
McCaffrey  v.  Corrigan,  49  Ind.  175; 
Pseble  T.  Supervisors,  8  Bias.  858; 
Landers  v.  George,  49  Ind.  809;  Price 
v.  Dewey,  6  Sawyer  498;  Malley  v. 
Malley,  52  Iowa,  654;  Greeni^p  v. 
Crooks,  50  Ind.  410;  Thompson  v. 
My  rick,  24  Minn.  4;  Richardson  v. 
Jones,  58  Ind.  240;Evenhart  v.  Hollo- 
way,  55  Iowa,  179;  Griflln  v.  Wallace, 
66  Ind.  410;  Radford  ▼.  Folsom,  8  Fed. 
R.  199 ;  Ulrich  v.  Driscbell,  88  Ind.  858; 
FischU  V.  Fiscbli,  1  Blackford,  860; 
Green  v.  Glynn,  71  Ind.  886;  New- 
come  v.  Wiggins,  78  Ind.  806;  Ballard 
v.  Ins.  Co.,  81  Ind.  289;  Erutzinger 
V.  Brown,  72  Ind.  466;  Shepardson  v. 
Cary,  29  Wis.  84;  Chespeake  v.  Gitt- 
ings,  86  Md.  299;  Rogers  v.  Higgins,  67 
111.  244;  Phelan  v.  Gardner,  48  Cal. 
806;  Bates  v.  Spooner,  45  Ind.  489; 
Petersine  v.  Thomas,  28  Ohio  S.  596; 
Bettys  V.  R  R,  48  Iowa,  602;  Barrett 
V.  Failing,  8  Oreg.  152;  RusseU  v. 
Farquahar,  55  Tex.  855;  Maxwell  v. 
Connor,  1  Hill  Ch.  22;  Moody  v. 
Thurston,  1  Strange,  481 ;  Hanna  v. 
Reid.  102  111.  596;  Betts  v.  Starr,  5 
Conn.  550;  Parker  v.  Standish,  8  Pick. 
288;  Van  Rennsalaer  v.  A^in,  22 
Wend.  549;   Aurora  v.  West,  7  WalL 


82;  Young  V.  Black,  7  Cranch,  565;. 
Miller  V.  Manice,  6  Hill,  114;  White 
V.  Coatsworth,  6  N.  Y.  187;  Eastman 
V.  Cooper,  15  Pick.  276;  Gardner  v. 
Buckbee,  8  Cow.  120;  Bouchard  v. 
Dias,  8  Den.  243;  Hayes  v.  Gudy- 
kurst,  11  Pa.  St.  221 ;  Cromwell  v.  Sao 
County,  94  U.  S.  526;  Davis  v.  Brown, 
94  U.  S.  428;  Russell  v.  Place,  94  U. 
S.  606;  CambeU  v.  Rankin,  99  U.  S. 
261;  Smith  v.  Ontario,  4  F.  R.  886;. 
Outram  v.  Morewood,  8  East,  846; 
Marriott  V.  Hampton,  7  T.  R.  269; 
Ashlin  V.  Parker,  2  Burr.  665;  W. 
M.  Co.  V.  Coal  Co.,  10  W.  Va.  250; 
Corville  v.  Gilman,  18  W.  Va.  814;. 
Beckwith  v.  Thompson,  18  W. 
Va.  103 ;  Griffin  v.  Seymour,  15^ 
Iowa,  30;  R  R  Co.  v.  Griffith, 
76  Va.  918;  Bateman  v.  Wil- 
loe,  1  Sch.  &  L.  201;  Grant  v. 
Button,  14  Johns.  ^877;  Holden  v. 
Curtis,  2  N.  H.  61;  Thatcher  v.  Gam- 
mon, 12  Mass.  268;  Schriver  v.  Com- 
monwealth, 2  Rawle,  206;  Hays  v. 
Carr;  88  Ind.  275;  Carothers  v.  Ser- 
geant. 20  W.  Va.  85;  Hand  v.  R  R, 
17  8.  C.  219;  Goddard  v.  Gray,  L.  R 
6  Q.  B.  189 ;  Rosenmuller  v.  Lampe, 
89  111.  212;  Benton  v.  Burgot,  8  B.  & 
C.  285;  Parnell  v.  Hahn,  61  Cal.  181;. 
Ruegger  v.  R  R  Co.,  103  111.  449^ 
Davis  V.  Mayor,  93  N.  Y.  250;  Dana- 
her  V.  Prentice,  22  Wis.  811;  Hamil- 
ton v.  Quimby,  46  111.  90;  Johnson  v. 
Johnson,  80  111.  215;  AUiev.  Schmitz, 
17  Wis.  169;  Rodgers  v.  Higgins,  5r 
111.  244;  Montgomery  v.  Harrington, 
58  Cal.  270;  Preble  v.  Supervisors,  8- 
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where  the  defendant  omits  to  set  o£F  his  counter-demands,  or  the 
records  show  that  it  was  withdrawn  before  judgment,  without 
prejudice  to  a  future  action  thereon,  and  unless  prevented  hj 
statute  the  defendant  may  still  recover  thereon  ;  and  where  the 
action  is  one  of  several  distinct  and  independept  contracts,  the  rule 
that  whatever  might  have  been  litigated  will  be  deemed  to  have 
been  litigated,  applies  in  its  full  force  only  to  the  particular  con- 
tract sued  on,^  and  in  ejectment,  where  the  defendant  purchases 
title  after  judgment  is  rendered  against  him. 

§  126.  Matters  which  have  been  once  settled  by  judicial  au- 
thority cannot  again  be  drawn  into  controversy,  as  between  parties 
and  privies  to  their  decision.*    As  the  nature  of  the  judgment 


Biss.  858;  Back  y.  CoIIids,  69  Me.  445; 
Treadway  V.  McDonald,  61  Iowa,  668; 
Devegre  v.  Devegre,  88  La.  An.  688; 
Louis  y.  Boston,  180  Mass.  889;  Ran- 
dolph y.  Little,  62  Ala.  896;  McWU- 
liams  y.  Monell,  28  Hun.  162;  R.  R 
Co.  y.  Scfautte.  108  U.  8. 118;  Thomp- 
son y.  Blanchard,  2  Lea,  528;  Barrett 
y.  Failing,  8  Oreg.  152;  Thompson  y. 
Myrick,  24  Minn.  4;  Scully  v.  Lowen- 
stien,  56  Miss. -652;  ^emenway  v. 
Wood,  58  Iowa,  21;  Nichols  y.  Dib- 
reU,  61  Tez.  580  ;  Caldwell  v.  White, 
77  Mo.  471. 

>  Davis  y.  Brown,  94  U.  S.  428; 
Feltony.  Smith,  88  Ind.  149;  Davis  v. 
Hedges,  L.  R  6  Q.  B.  687;  Hindley 
y.  Haslum,  L.  R  8  Q.  B.  D.  581. 

•  Richards  v.  Crawford,  48  Iowa; 
Etheridge  y.  Osborn.  12  Wend.  899; 
Smith  y.  Whiting,  11  Mass.  445; 
Price  y.  King,  8  Johns.  20;  Young  y. 
Black,  7  Cranch,  567;  Church  y. 
Leayenworth,  4  Conn.  274;  Maryin  y. 
Parker,  18  Ala.  241;  Chapman  y. 
Smith,  16  How.  14;  Ellis  y.  Staples,  9 
Humph.  288;  Bamell  y.  Kenzie,  8 
Ley.  79;  Jones  y.  Layender,  65  Ga. 
228;  Dayenport  y.  Bamett,  51  Ind. 
829;  Hanscom  y.  Hewes,  12  Qray, 
882;  Smith  y.  Way,  9  Allen,  472; 
Milford  y.  Holbrook,    9  Allen,    17; 


Parr  y.  Ladd,  87  Vt.  166;  Liyermore 
y.  Herschell,  8  Pick.  88;  Taylor  y. 
McKnight,  1  Mo.  282;  Johnson  y. 
Eittredge,  17  Mass.  76;  Adams  y. 
Pearson.  7  Pick.  841;  Wells  v.  Dench, 
1  Mass.  282;  Hayden  y.  Boothe,  2  A. 
E.  Marsh.  858 ;  Cleaton  y.  Chambliss, 
6  Rand.  86 ;  Bird  y.  Montgomery,  84 
Tex.  718;  Dixon  y.  Merritt.  21  Minn. 
196;  Bradley  y.  Johnson,  49  Ga. 
412;  Whitehurst  y.  Rogers,  88  Md. 
508;  Dubois  v.  R  R  Co.,  5  Fish. 
Pat.  Cas.  208;  Barker  y.  Cleyeland, 
19  Mich.  280;  Bunker  y.  Tufts,  57 
Me.  417;  Ross  y.  Wood,  15  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court,  185 ;  People  y.  Bris- 
lin,  80  111.  428;  Lehmer  y.  People,  80 
111.  601;  Eitchen  y.  Clark,  1  Mo.  App. 
480;  Brown  y.  Mayor,  66  N.  Y.  885; 
Morey  y.  Eing,  49  Vt  804;  Schoch 
y.  Foreman,  8  Brews.  157;  Wilson  y. 
Boughton,  50  Mo.  17;  Ashley  y.  Ghis- 
gow,  7  Mo.  820;  Caldwell  y.  Lock- 
ridge,  9  Mo.  868;  Hill  y.  St.  Louis,  20 
Mo.  584;  Smith  y.  Best,  42  Mo.  685 
Gardinier's  Appeal,  89  Pa.  St.  528 
Wingate  y.  Haywood,  40  K.  H.  487 
Weathered  v.  Mays.  4  Tex.  887 
R  R.  Co.  y.  Erie,  1  Grant's  Cas 
212;  Megerle  y.  Ashe,  88  Cal.  74 
Tucker  y.  Respass,  28  Ga.  618;  Shir- 
ley  y.    Frame,   88   Miss.  658;   Os- 
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does  not  affect  the  operation  of  this  principle,  a  decree  with 
regard  to  the  personal  status  of  an  indiridnal  will  be  equally  con* 
elusive  with  a  decision  upon  a  right  of  property.  Thus,  in  an 
action  by  a  woman  for  a  divorce,  the  complaint  averred  that  the 
parties  were  married  at  a  certain  time  and  subsequently  cohab- 
ited as  man  and  wife.  The  answer  denied  that  they  were  ever 
married  and  the  cohabitation,  and  prayed  that  the  complaint  be 
dismissed.  The  court  found  that  they  were  never  married  nor 
was  she  the  wife  of  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff  moved  to  set 
aside  the  decree  on  the  ground  that  the  fact  of  marriage  had  been 
adjudged  in  a  previous  partition  suit,  and  the  alleged  husband 
was  estopped  to  deny  it.  The  court  denied  the  motion.  On  the 
death  of  the  alleged  husband,  the  plaintiff  claimed  the  rights  of 
a  widow  in  his  estate,  in  the  absence  of  any  suggestion  of  a  sub- 
sequent marriage,  the  decree  was  conclusive  that  the  claimant 
was  not  the  widow  of  the  deceased — its  operation  to  determine 
the  status  of  the  parties  was  conclusive.^  So,  a  judgment  find- 
ing that  a  person  is  an  acceptor  for  accommodation  is  conclusive 
that  he  was  not  the  principal.*  The  appointment  or  removal  of 
a  guardian  or  administrator,*  or  the  adjudication  of  a  question  of 
descent  or  pedigree  is  conclusive,  not  only  in  the  proceeding  in 
which  they  may  take  place,  but  in  every  other  in  which  the  same 
matter  is  agitated.  The  manner  in  which  the  question  is  actually 
brought  before  the  court  is  immaterial,  as  long  as  it  is  actually 
decided  ;  whether  the  action  of  the  court  is  formal  or  summary 
on  motion  makes  no  difference  in  the  conclusiveness  of  the  judg- 
ment,* if,  as  it  is  presumed,  until  it  is  otherwise  proven,  that  there 


borne  v.  Atkins,  6  Gray,  422;  Koon 
V.  Ivey,  8  Rich.  L.  37;  Sbaw  v.  Barn- 
hard  t,  17  Ind.  183;  State  v.  Beloit,  20 
Wis.  79;  Williams  V.  Sidmouth,  &c. 
Co.,  L.R.  2  Exchq.  284 ;  Baker  v.  Rand, 
18 Barb.  152;  Bangor  v.  Brunswick,  33 
Me.  352;  Sturtevant  v.  Randall,  53 
Me.  149;  Jackson  v.  Lodge,  36  Cal. 
38;  Franklin  v.  Stagg,  22  Mo.  193: 
Peale  v.  Routb,  13  La.  Ann.  254;  Tay- 
lor V.  Chambers,  1  Clark,  124 ;  Burns 
V.  Dodge,  0  Wis.  458 ;  Pease  v.  Ben- 
nett, 17  N.  H.  124;  Burns  v.  Mil- 
waukee, &c.  Co.,  9  Wis.  450;  Hill  v. 


Hoover,  9  Wis.  15 ;  Qreenleaf  v.  Lud- 
ington,  15  Wis.  558;  Roberts  v.  Heim, 
27  Ala.  678;  State  v.  Baldwin,  31  Mo. 
561;  Dolittle  v.  Don.  Mans,  84  IIL 
457;  Lee  v.  Kingsbury,  13  Tex.  68; 
Sanders  v.  Godley.  36  Ala.  50. 

*  Armory  v.  Armory,  26  Wis.  162. 

*  Stunievant  V.  Randall,  58  Me.  149; 
Collier  v.  Hall,  1  E.  D.  Smith.  5. 

*  Laurence  v.  Engleby,  24  Vt.  42; 
Farrar  v.  Olmstead,  24  Vt.  128. 

*  Claggett  v.  Sims,  26  N.  H.  462; 
Townsend  v.  Townsend,  6  Harr. 
20;    Demarest    y.  Darg,    82  K.    T. 
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"was  an  opportunity  to  appear  and  contest  the  cose  on  its  merits ; 
and  hence,  an  adjudication  under  a  rule  to  show  cause  will  pre- 
<slnde  a  renewal  of  the  controversy  at  law/  or  even  an  applica- 
tion for  relief  in  equity." 

§  127.  The  same  rule  of  conclusiveness  is  applicable  in  pro- 
ceedings to  revive  judgments.  The  rule  that  parties  are 
'  -estopped  from  raising  any  question  which  might  have  been 
determined  in  a  former  action  between  the  same  parties,  and 
that  all  defenses  which  were  waived  or  withheld  after  an 
opportunity  to  present  and  litigate  them  applies  with  full 
force  in  the  revivor  of  judgments  which  have  been  permitted 
to  become  dormant.  The  doctrine  of  merger  deprives  the 
plaintiff  of  his  cause  of  action  and  takes  from  the  defendant 
all  legitimate  defenses  that  he  might  have  made  in  the  original 
action ;  nothing  can  be  tried  that  was  litigated,  or  might  have 
been,  at  the  former  trial.  The  judgment  is  a  complete  bar  to 
any  defense.*    The  only  pleas  that  will  be  entertained  by  courts 


281;  Sewell  y.   Scott,  35   La.   Ann. 
553. 

'  Oreathead  v.  Broralej,  7  T.  R. 
455 ;  Schuman  y.  Weatherhead,  1  East, 
537. 
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fer    y.     McWhorter,    1    Stew.    582; 
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Bell,  2  Dana,  328;  HoUister  y.  Bark- 
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Ch.  417;   Henderson  y.   Mitchell,   1 
Bail.  Ch.  113;  Pratt  y.  Wayman,  1  Md. 
Ch.  156;  Eedbeimer  y.  Pyron,  Spears 
Ch.    34;    Beam    y.    McComber,    35 
Mich,  435;  WhitweU  y.   Barbier,    7 
Cal.   64;  Dorente  v.  Sullivan,  7  Cal 
279;  Smith  y.  Bradley,  14  Miss.  485 
Mooney  y.  Mass,  22  Iowa,  380;  Sned 
iker  y.   Pearson,   2   Barb.   Ch.   107 
Minor   y.   Stone,   1    La.   Ann.    283 
Dickson  y.  Richardson,  16  Ark.  114; 
Bently  v.  Dillard.  6  Ark.  79;  Brown 
y.   Stone,   10  Pet.  497;  Houston    y. 
Boyston,    9   Miss.   238;    Tbomas   y. 


PhiUips,  12  Miss.  858;  Williams  y. 
Jones,  18  Miss.  108;  Garden  y.  Iladen, 
7  Leigh,  157;  Green  y.  Robinson,  5 
How.  80;  Vilas  y  Jones,  1  N.  Y. 
274;  Dilly  v.  Barnard,  8  G.  &  J.  170; 
Andersen  y.  Roberts,  18  Johns.  515; 
Orcutt  y.  Onris,  3  Paige,  419;  Simp- 
son y.  Hart,  1  Johns.  Ch.  96;  Arden  v. 
Patterson,  6  Johns.  Ch.  44;  Matson  y. 
Field,  10  Mo.  100;  Burton  y.  Hynson, 
14  Ark.  32;  Peck  v.  Strauss,  33  Cal. 
678;  Myers  y.  Oyerlon,  2  Abb.  P. 
344;  Hunter  y.  Lester,  18  How.  P. 
337;  Haughey  y.  Wilson,  1  HUt. 
259;  Kcpp  V.  Fullerton,  4  Minn. 
473;  Cole  y.  Butler,  43  Me.  401; 
Hendrick  v.  Whittemore,  105  Mass. 
23;  Paine  y.  Moreland,  15  Ohio.  435; 
Beech  v.  Abbott,  6  Vt.  586;  Williams 
y.  Stewart,  3  Wis.  773. 

«  Koon  y.  Ivey,  8  Rich.  L.  87; 
Kiser  v.  Winans,  20  Ind.  428;  Bo  wen 
y.  Bonner,  45  Miss.  10;  Griswold  y. 
Stewart,  4  Cow.  459;  Dowling  y. 
McGregor,  91  Pa.  St.  410;  Wright  y. 
Sweet,  10  Neb.  190. 
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in  this  class<  of  proceedings  are  satisfaction  of  the  judgment  and 
want  of  jurisdiction.  The  original  validity  cannot  be  impeached.* 
Payment  or  part  payment  of  the  demand  before  the  rendition  of 
the  judgment  sought  to  be  revived  is  inadmissible.* 

§  128.  An  application  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  is  a  separate 
or  independent  action,  based  upon  the  judgment  rendered  in  some 
prior  action,  when  used  to  enforce  the  collection  of  a  judgment. 
It  is  the  appropriate  proceeding  to  compel  municipal  corporations- 
to  satisfy  judgments  rendered  against  them.  In  treating  of 
mandamus  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  estoppel,  it  is  only 
in  regai*d  to  this  use  of  the  writ  to  enforce  judgments  that  it  will 
be  considered.  When  a  proceeding  in  mandamus  is  used  as  an 
action  at  law  to  recover  money,  it  is  subject  to  the  principle* 
which  govern  money  actions.  Thus,  in  an  action  to  recover 
upon  municipal  bonds,  a  denial  of  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  com- 
pel a  payment  of  such  bonds,  with  an  adjudication  upon  such 
denial  that  the  bonds  are  invalid,  is  a  former  adjudication  bind- 
ing a  purchaser  of  the  bonds  after  due  from  the  party  instituting 
the  mandamus  proceedings."  So  a  judgment  in  favor  of  or  against 
a  city,  county  or  State,  as  to  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  bonds, 
certificates,  warrants,  orders,  etc.,  is  as  reajudiccUa^  a  complete 
bar  in  an  action  of  mandamus  to  compel  the  levy  of  a  tax,  or 
their  payment.*  And  when  upon  the  issue  of  law  or  fact  a  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction  has  adjudicated  the  merits  of  an  appli- 
cation for  mandamus  or  other  prerogative  writ,  such  adjudication 
is  conclusive  (except  upon  appeal)  upon  all  courts.*  So  where 
a  judgment  has  been  rendered  against  a  municipal  corporation 
for  any  valid  claim,  and  proceedings  are  commenced  by  man- 


>  Hopkins  v.  West,  88  Pa.  109; 
Cordesa  v.  Hume,  6  S.  &  R  55; 
Kanke  v.  Herrum,  48  la.  276;  Lysle 
V.  Williams,  15  8.  &  R.  135;  Dowling 
V.  McGregor,  91  Pa.  410;  Bradford  v. 
Rice,  103  Mass.  472;  Thompson  v. 
Hewitt,  6  HiU,  255;  McDaniel  v. 
Gardner,  84  La.  Ann.  840;  Folger  y. 
Slaughter,  88  La.  Ann.  842;  Hammett 
V.  Sprowl,  81  La.  Ann.  862;  Marburj 
V.  Pace,  80  La.  Ann.  1880;  McSteav. 
Rotchford,  29  La.  Ann.  69;  Drogu  v. 


Morean,  23  La.  Ann.  178;  Qodard  v. 
Gray,  L.  R.  6  Q.  B.  189. 

*  Camp  7.  Baker,  40  Ga.  148;  Mar- 
riot  V.  Hampton.  7  T.  R.  269, 

»  Louis  V.  BroTfn,  109  U.  S.  162; 
Postmaster's  Case,  12  Pet  614;  Block 
v.  Commissioners.  99  U.  S.  686;  State 
v.  Benson,  70  Ind.  481. 

«  Hartson  y.  Shanklin,  68  Cal.  248; 
Lyons  y.  Cooledge,  89  111.  529. 

*  Santa  Cruz  y.  Santa  Clara,  62  Oal 
40. 
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damns  to  cx)mpel  the  levy  of  a  tax  tp  pay  the  jadgment,  the 
regularity  of  the  proceedings  on  which  the  judgment  was  ren- 
dered, or  the  validity  of  a  judgment,  cannot  be  contested.'  Upon 
the  same  principle  the  discharge  of  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  a 
judgment  plaintiff  in  ejectment  should  not  be  enjoined  from 
issuing  a  writ  of  hab.  fa.  poss.,  owing  to  the  defendant's  failure 
to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  tenure  imposed  by  the  verdict,, 
held  res  (idjudiccbtaj  and  an  injunction  to  be  properly  refused.* 

1  Louis  Y.  Trustees,  109  U.  S.  162;  in  re,  124  Mass.  190;  State  v.  B6D80ii» 

HuntiDgtoa  v.  Smith,  25  Ind.  486;  70  Ind.  481. 

Buell  V.  Trustees,  11  Barb.  602;  State  *  GordiDier'B  Appeal,  89  Pft.  Bt. 

T.  Beloit,  20  Wis.  79 ;  WUliams  v.  028. 
Sidmouth,  L.  R  2  Ezch.  284;  Gorman 
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CHAPTER  III. 

PERSONAL   JUDGMENTS;  OR,  JUDGMENTS  BETWEEN  PARTIES 

Seotiok  129.  In  a  preceding  chapter  we  have  seen  the  distinc- 
tion between  judgments  in  remand  in  personam^  and  as  the  latter 
class  of  judgments  are  bj  far  the  most  extensive  of  the  two, 
estoppel,  in  its  application  to  personal  judgments,  or  judgments 
between  parties,  will  now  be  considered.  The  great  distinction 
is  in  this  fact,  that  while  a  judgment  in  rem  (which  will  here- 
after be  fully  treated)  is  conclusive  upon  the  whole  world,  a  judg- 
ment in  personam  or  inter  partes  is  conclusive  only  upon  parties 
to  the  proceedings  and  their  privies.  The  fundamental  principle 
of  law  upon  which  this  branch  of  the  doctrine  of  estoppels  is 
founded,  and  which  in  law  governs  it  to  a  great  extent,  is  res 
inter  alios  acta  alteri  nooere  non  debet,  which,  in  effect,  is  to  pre- 
vent a  litigant  party  from  being  estopped,  or  even  affected,  by 
the  evidence,  acts,  conduct,  or  declaration  of  strangers  ;  and,  as  a 
general  principle,  it  may  be  stated  as  one  thoroughly  well  settled, 
that  a  transaction  between  two  parties  should  not  be  binding  upon 
third  parties  or  strangers  ;  for  it  would  be  inflicting  great  wrong 
and  injustice  to  conclude  and  bind  parties  who  could  not  be  allowed 
to  make  a  defense,  or  permitted  to  exariine  witnesses,  adduce  any 
testimony,  or  to  appeal  from  a  judgment  that  they  might  deem 
erroneous ;  and  for  this  reason  the  depositions  of  witnesses  in 
another  action  in  proof  of  a  fact,  the  verdict  of  the  jury 
finding  the  fact,  and  the  judgment  of  the  court  upon  the 
facts  found;  while  evidence  of  the  most  conclusive  kind 
against  the  parties,  and  all  claiming  under  and  through  them, 
cannot,  generally,  be  used  to  the  prejudice  of  strangers.*     The 

»  King  v.   Norman.  4  C.   B.  897;  511;  Manigault  v.  Deas,  1  Bail.  Eq. 

Duchess  of  Kingston  Case,  20  How.  283;  Buford  v.  Rucker,  4  J.  J.  Marsh. 

8t.   T.   578;    McCall  v.   Harrison,   1  551;   Brown  v.  Wyncoop,  2  Blackf. 

Brock.   126;   Bailey  y.   Robinson,   1  280;  Beers  y.  Broome,  4  Conn.  247; 

Gratt.  4;  Loop  y.  Summers,  8  Rand.  Brock  y.  Garrett,  16  Ga.  481;  Mackay 
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principle  upon  which  judgments  are  hold  conclusive  upon 
the  parties,  requires  that  the  rule  should  apply  only  to  that  which 
was  dii'ectlj  in  issue,  and  not  to  everything  which  was  inci- 
dentally brought  into  controversy  during  the  trial/  The 
evidence  must  correspond  with  the  allegations,  and  be  confined 
to  the  point  in  issue.  It  is  only  to  the  material  allegations  of  one 
party  that  the  other  can  be  called  to  answer;  it  is  only  upon  such 
that  an  issue  can  properly  be  formed ;  to  such  alone  can  testimony 
be  regularly  adduced  ;  and  upon  such  an  issue  only  is  judgment 
to  be  rendered.  A  record,  therefore,  is  not  held  conclusive  as  ta 
the  truth  of  any  allegations  which  were  not  material  nor  travers- 
able ;  but  as  to  things  material  and  traversable,  it  is  conclusive 
and  final.* 


§  130.  The  celebrated  judgment  of  Chief  Justice  De  Gray, 
expressing  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  judges  in  the  great 
English  case  of  the  Duchess  of  Kingston,  is  cited  as  the  leading 
authority  in  every  case  where  this  branch  of  estoppel  is  applicable, 
and  it  so  clearly  and  comprehensively  defines  the  principles  appli- 
cable to  the  subject  under  consideration,  that  as  a  leading  example 
of  the  foundation  of  the  doctrine,  it  may  be  well  to  quote  a  greater 
portion  of  it.  The  C&ief  Justice  said  :  ^'  What  has  been  said  at  the 
bar  is  certainly  true,  as  a  general  principle,  that  a  transaction 
between  two  parties,  in  judicial  proceedings,  ought  not  to  be  bind- 
ng  upon  a  third.  From  the  variety  of  cases  relative  to  judgments 
being  given  in  evidence  in  civil  suits,  these  two  deductions  seem  to 
follow  as  generally  true.  First,  that  a  judgment  of  a  court  of  con- 
current jurisdiction,  directly  upon  the  point,  is  as  a  plea,  a  bar, 
AS  BViDENOE  CONCLUSIVE,  between  the  same  parties,  upon  the  same 


V.  Ooates,  70  Pa.  850;  Smith  v.  Tur- 
ner, 1  Hugh.  878;  Samuel  v.  Agnew,  80 
111.  553;  Rice  v.  Coolidge,  121  Mass. 
803;  Gaunt  v.  Wainman,  3  Bing.  N. 
C.  69  ;  Mays  v.  Compton,  13  Oa.  269. 

*  Bougher  v.  Scobey,  21  Ind.  365; 
Devoe  v.  Hatetead,  16  Ind.  287;  Hor- 
ton  V.  Hamilton.  20  Tex.  606;  Pro. 
vidence  v.  Adams,  11  R.  I.  190; 
Hopkins  y.  Lee,  6  TV  heat.  109;  R.  R 
Co.  V.  Griffith,  76  Va.  913. 

'  Danaher    v.    Prentiss,    22    Wis. 


8il;  Aurora  v.  West,  7  WaU.  82; 
Duncan  v.  Holcomb,  26  Ind.  378; 
Boston  Y.  Haynes,  33  Cal.  31 ;  Latriell 
V.  Dorleque,  35  Mo.  233;  Johnson  v. 
Kerkhoff,  35  Mo.  191 ;  Wildes  v.  Rus- 
sell, L.  R,  1  C.  P.  722;  Hufifer  v. 
Allen,  L.  R  2  Exchq.  15 ;  Sharkey 
v.  Evans,  46  Ind.  472  ;  McSweeney 
V.  Carney,  72  Ind.  430;  Krutzinger  v. 
Brown,  72  Ind.  466;  Axtel  v.  Chase 
83  lad.  546. 
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matter  directly  in  question  in  another  conrt.  Secondly,  that  the 
judgment  of  a  court  of  exclusive  jurisdiction,  directly  upon  the 
point,  is,  in  like  manner,  conclusive  upon  the  same  matter, 
between  the  same  parties,  coming  incidentally  in  questioh  in 
another  court,  for  a  different  purpose.  Bjit  neither  the  judgment 
of  a  concurrent  or  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  evidence  of  any  mat- 
ter which  came  collaterally  in  question,  though  within  their  juris- 
diction, nor  of  any  matter  incidentally  cognizable,  nor  of  any 
matter  to  be  inferred  by  argument  from  the  judgment.'^  This 
principle  has  been  universally  recognized  in  this  country.' 


>  Crum  v.  Boss,  48  Iowa,  288;  Ihm- 
flen  V.  Ormsby,  83  Pa.  198;  Tarns  v. 
Lewis,  42  Pa.  402;  LeDtz  y.  Wallace, 
17  Pa.  412;  Waugh  v.  Morrison,  55 
N.  H.  580;  King  v.  Chase,  15  N.  H. 
9;  Carter  v.  James,  18  M.  &  W.  187; 
Blackham's  Case,  1  Balk.  290;  Jones 
v.    Lavender,  55  Ga.   228;  Clark  v 
Bryan,  16  Md.  171;  Hobb  v.  Parker, 
31  Me.  148;  Burt  v.  Sternberg.  4  Cow 
559;  Wood  v.  Jackson,  8  Wend.  1 
Young   V.    Black,   7   Cranch,    585 
Wright   V.    Butler,    6    Wend.    284 
Laurence    v.    Hunt,   10  Wend.    80 
Eastman  v.    Cooper,   15   Pick.  276 
Embury   v.    Conner,  8  N.  Y.    511 
Beall  V.  Pearce,  12  Md.  550;  Ridgeley 
V.  Stillwell,  27  Mo.  128;  Chamberlain 
V.  Carlisle,  26  N.  H.  540;  Davenport 
V.   Barnett,   51   Ind.   829;    Potter  v. 
Baker,  19  N.  H.  166;  Raborg  v.  Ham- 
mond,  2  H.  &  G.  42;  Barney  v.  Pat- 
terson, 6  H.  &  J.  182;  Fishwick  v. 
Terrell,  4  H.  &  J.   894;  Ranoul  v. 
Griffie,  8  Md.  60;   Outram  v.  More- 
"wood.  8  East,  845;  Gardner  v.  Buck- 
bee,  8  Cow.  120;  Peay  v.  Duncan,  20 
Ark.  85  ;  Hibshman  v.   Dulleban,  4 
Watts,  183;  Gist  v.  Davis.  2  Hill  Ch. 
885;  Love  v.  Truman,  10  Ohio  St.  45; 
Wales  V.  Lyon,  2Mi<A.  276;  Cecil  v. 
Cecil,  19  Md,  72;  Gray  v.  Dougherty, 
25  CaL  272;  Caperton  v.  Schmidt,  26 
Cal.  498;   Garwood  v.  Garwood,  29 
CaL  521;   Gahan  v.  Maiugay,  12  T. 


R,  54;  Croudson  v.  Leonard,  4 
Cranch,  486;  R.  v.  Knaptoft,  2B.Ss 
C.  883;  Haight  v.  Keokuk,  4  Iowa, 
199;  Fish  v.  Lightner,  44  Mo.  268; 
Reed  v.  Allen,  56  Tex.  182;  Lee  v. 
Kingsbury,  18  Tex.  68;  Roberts  v. 
Johnson,  48  Tex.  183;  Roberts  in  re, 
19  S.  C.  150;  Hiart  v.  Bat*»8.  17  8.  C. 
40;  Spicer's  Case,  5  Ct.  of  Claims,  85; 
Shrewsbury's  Case,  9  Ct.  of  Claims, 
268;  Tillon's  Case,  1  Ct.  of  Claims, 
220;  Gilheath  v.  Jones,  66  Ala.  129; 
McCrary  v.  Remson,  19  Ala.  480; 
Miller  v.  Jones,  29  Ala.  174;  Cham- 
berlain V.  Gaillard,  26  Ala.  504;  Ford 
V.  Ford,  Ala.  141;  R.  R.  v.  Grif- 
fith, 76  Va.  918;  Hopkins  v.  Lee,  6 
Wheat.  109;  Kelly  v.  Board,  25Gratt 
755;  Tilson  v.  Davis,  82  Gratt.  92; 
Hart  V.  Bates,  17  8.  C.  85;  Read  v. 
Allen,  56  Tex.  182;  Roberts  v.  John- 
son, 48  Tex.  188:  Tadlock  v.  Eccles, 
2D  Tex-  782;  Lore  v.  Truman,  10  Ohio « 
St  45;  Grump  v.  Thomas,  85  N.  C. 
272;  Lewis  v.  Sloane.  68  N.  C.  557; 
Gay  V.  StanccU,  76  N.  C.  869;  San- 
derson V.  Peabody,  58  N.  H.  116 ; 
Cooper  V.  Corbin,  105  111.  224; 
Thacher  v.  Gammon,  12  Mass.  268  ; 
Baxter  v.  Ins.  Co.,  6  Mass.  279;  Smith 
V.  Whiting,  11  Mass.  446;  State  v. 
Ramsburg,  48  Md.  825;  Brunner  v. 
Ramsburg,  48  Md.  550;  Aurora  v. 
West,  7  Wall.  82;  Kilheffer  v.  Herr, 
17  8.  <&;  R  819;  Marsh  v.  Pier,  4 
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§  131.  A  much  more  conclusive  effect  is  given  to  judgments 
4>i  courts  of  exdtmve  jurisdiction  than  to  the  judgments  of 
<K)urt8  which  have  only  concurrent  jurisdiction.  With  regard  to 
the  parties^  between  whom  they  are  to  be  used,  and  the  ma^^r  to 
which  they  relate,  these  two  classes  of  judgments  are  put  upon 
the  same  footing,  and  subject' to  the  same  limitation  and  restric- 
tion; the  stcbject-matter  must  be  identical;  and  the ^ar^i^  also 
the  same.  There  is  a  vast  difference  in  the  two  classes  of  judg- 
ments in  reference  to  the  occasion  and  manner  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  use  them.  It  is  only  upon  a  matter  directly  in  question 
that  a  judgment  of  the  court  of  concurrent  jurisdiction  is  conclu- 
sive— while  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  eosdusive  jurisdiction  is 
conclusive,  not  only  when  the  matter  comes  directly  in  question, 
but  also  when  it  comes  incidentaUy  in  question.  This  difference 
with  regard  to  effect  of  the  conclusiveness  of  judgments,  results 
from  the  difference  in  the  constitution  of  the  tribunals  which 
pronounce  them.  When  a  matter,  over  which  some  other  tribu- 
nal is  permitted  to  have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  comes  directly  or 
incidentally  in  question,  and  the  judgment  of  that  court  is  offered 
in  evidence  as  proof  of  the  matter,  it  must  necessarily  be  con^lu^ 
sive^  implicit  credit  must  be  given  to  a  court  so  constituted,  while 
its  judgment  is  in  full  force  and  unreversed ;  for  the  court  in 
which  the  particular  matter  is  to  be  proved,  has  no  authority  to 
examine  into  the  merits  of  t^e  judgment,  but  must  take  the 
matter  as  judicially  and  conclusively  decided 

§  132.  The  United  States  courts  are  courts  of  limited  juris- 
diction ;  yet  they  are  not  inferior  courts,  and  their  judgments 
and  decrees  have  the  same  conclusive  effect  as  all  other  judg- 
ments until  reversed  or  annulled ;  and  so  conclusive  is  the  effect 
of  their  judgments,  that  after  the  term  of  court  at  which  they 
were  rendered  they  cannot  be  set  aside  or  revoked.     Their  power 


Rawle,  278;  Bissell  v.  Kellogg,  GO 
Barb.  617;  Sherman  v.  Dilley,  8  Nev. 
21;  State  v.  R.  R  Co.,  10  Nev.  79; 
McLeod  v.  Lee,  17  Nev.  103 ;  Doty 
v;  Brown,  4  N.  Y.  71;  Spencer  v. 
Dearth,  48  Vt.  104  ;  Smith  v.  Ker- 
nochen,  7  How.  198;  Gkrdoer  v. 
Buckbee,  8  Cow.  120;  Beebe  v. 
Elliott,    4   Barb.  457;   Bouchard  y. 


Diaa,  8  Denio,  288;  Bart  v.  Stem- 
burgh,  4  Cow.  559;  Bank  v.  Rude,  28 
Kas.  143;  Clark  v.  Rowling.  3  N.  Y. 
220;  Peareth  v.  Marriott.  22  Ch.  D. 
182;  Williams  v.  Davies,  11  Q.  B.  D. 
74;  Defries  in  t6,  48  L.  T.  703; 
Brunsden  v.  Humphrey,  11  Q.  B.  D. 
712;  Henry  v.  Davis,  13  W.  Va.  230. 
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over  tbe  subject-matter  has  gone,  and  tbe  only  remedy  is  that  of 
appeal ;  and  thej  are  of  such  a  binding  e£Eect  that  although  the 
record  does  not  show  any  jnrisdictioD,'  the  rights  of  third  parties 
dependent  upon  it  cannot  be  in  any  way  impaired  in  any  col- 
lateral proceedings  as  long  as  the  judgment  is  unreversed  or 
unannulled. 

§  133.  A  controversy  once  determined,  resulting  in  a  final 
judgment  upon  the  merits,  by  a  tribunal  having  jurisdiction  of 
the  person  and  the  subject-matter  of  the  action,  is  conclusive  of 
the  cause  of  action  and  all  the  essential  facts  in  said  action  against 
the  parties,  their  personal  representatives,  assignees  and  privies 
in  every  other  tribunal,  and  not  only  concludes  such  parties  and 
their  privies  in  a  subsequent  action  based  upon  the  same  cause 
or  causes,  but  in  any  action  that  may  be  instituted  between 
them  and  their  privies.' 


'  McCormack  v.  Sullivant,  10 
Wheat  1»2 ;  Watkins  ex  parte,  8  Pet. 
193;  Kennedy  V.  Bank,  8  How.  586; 
Huff  v.  Hutchinson,  14  How.  886. 

»  Webb  V.  Buekalew.  82  N.  Y.  555; 
Demarest  v.  Darg,  82  N.  Y.  281; 
Balkam  v.  Batcher,  51  Ala.  81 ;  Head- 
rickson  v.  Norcross,  19  N.  J.  E.  417; 
Baldwin  v.  McCrae,  38  Ga.  650;  Jor- 
dan v.  Faircloth,  84  Qa.  47;  Sergeant 
V.  Ewing,  86  Pa.  Si.  156;  Eimer  v. 
Richards,  25  111.  289;  Kelly  v.  Doulin. 
70  111.  378;  Garwood  v.  Garwood,  29 
Cal.  514;  French  v.  Howard,  14  Ind. 
455;  State  v.  Ramsbnrg,  43  Md.  825; 
De  Proix  v.  Sargent.  70  Me.  266; 
Smi^th  V.  Way,  9  Allen,  472;  Adams 
V.  Cameron,  40  Mich.  506;  Walker  v. 
Mitchen.  18  B.  Mon.  541 ;  Wixon  v. 
Stephens,  17  Mich.  518;  Stewart  v. 
Dent,  24  Mo.  Ill;  Babcock  v.  Camp, 
12  Ohio  St.  11;  Shuttlesworth  v. 
Hughey,  9  Rich.  38 «;  Bell  v.  Mc- 
Cullough,  31  Ohio  St.  397;  Tilson  v. 
Davis.  32  Gratt.  92;  Cabot  v.  Wash- 
ington, 41  Vt.  168;  Western  v.  Coal 
Co..  10  W.  Va.  250;  Hopkins  v.  Lee, 
6  Wheat.  109;  Allie  v.  Schmitz,  17 
Wis.  169;  Tubal  Cain,   The,  9  F.  R. 


884;   Heath  ▼.   Frackelton,    20  Wis. 
820;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  R.  R.,  20  Wall.  187;. 
Aurora  v.  West,  7  Wall.  82;  Goodrich 
V.    Chicago,   5   Wall.   566;  Beloit  v. 
Morgan,  7  Wall.   619;  Queen  v.  Hut- 
chins,  6  Q.    a    D.   300;    Russell  v. 
Place.    94    U.   S.   606;    Flanigan  v. 
Thompson,  9  F.  R.  177;  Campljell  v. 
Rankin,  99  U.   S.  263;    Cromwell  v. 
Sac,  94  U.  8.  351;  Davis  v.  Brown,  94 
U.  S.  423;  Miles  V.  Caldwell,  3  Wall. 
85;  Bank  v.  Beverly,  1   How.    134; 
Corcoran  v.  Canal  Co.,  94  U.  8.  744; 
Hill  V.  Bank,   97  U.  S.  450;  Montgo- 
mery V.  Sarmony,  99  D:  S.  482;  Rus- 
sell V.  Farquahar,  55  lex.  355;  Sewell 
V.  Watson,  31  La.  Ann.  589;  Witherbee- 
V.    Storvet,    23  Hun,  27;    Preble    v.. 
Supervisors.  8  Biss.  858;  Scbrauth  v. 
Bank,  8  Daly,  106;  Timon  ^'.  White- 
head. 58  Tex.  290;  Chandler's  Appeal, 
100  Pa.  St.  262;  Morris  v.  Gentry,  89 
N.  C.  248;  Heroman  v.  Louisiana,  81 
La.  Ann.  805;  Walsh  v.  Agnew,  12  Mo. 
520;  Bradford  v.   Folsoni,  8  Fed.  R. 
199;  Belcher  Co.  v.  Deferari,  62  Cal. 
160;  Goodenowv.  Litchfield.  59  Iowa, 
226;  Fnizer  v.  City  Council,  19  S.  0. 
2)84;  Doyle  v.    Reilly,   18  Iowa,  108; 
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§  1 34.  The  effect  of  res  judioatce  as  a  bar  to  a  renewal  of 
the  former  action  applies  only  to  the  parties  to  the  judgment,  it 
gives  no  right  to  or  against  third  parties  "  res  inter  alios  judica- 


Painter  v.  Hogue,  48  Iowa,  426;  Louis 
V.  Brown,  109  U.  8.  167;  Grimmetv. 
Henderson,  60  Ala.  54;  McWilliams  v. 
Kalbach,  55  Iowa,  110;  Dennie  v. 
Smith.  129  Mass.  143;  State  v.  Gor- 
man,  75  Mo.  870;  Cooley  v.  Warren, 
53  Mo.  166;  Girardin  v.  Dean.  49 
Tex.  243;  Garner  v.  State,  2d  Kas. 
790;  McWiUiams  V.  MorreU,  23  Hun, 
162;  Matthews  v.  Green.  12  Phila. 
841 ;  Thompson  v.  Blanchard,  2  Lea, 
528;  TutUe  v.  Harrill,  86  N.  C.  456; 
Trescottv.  Barnes.  51  Iowa,  109;  Price 
V.  Dewey,  6  Sawyer,  493;  Mason  v. 
Buchtel,  101  IT.  S.  638;  Renick  v.  Lud- 
irigton.  20  W.  Va.  511;  Cemetery  Co. 
V.  People,  92  111.  619;  R.  R.  Co,  v. 
Bank,  102  U.  3.  14;  Krull  v.  Lippey, 
56  Wis.  292;  Cuttle  v.  Brockway,  32 
Pa.  St.  45;  Hodson  v.  Caldwell,  1  Lea, 
48;  Campbell  v.  Goodall,  8  111.  App. 
266;  Freeman  v.  Rahm,  58  Cat.  Ill; 
Sigmon  V.  Hawn,  80  N.  C.  310;  Devin 
y.  Ottumwa,  53  Iowa,  661;  Sheridan  v. 
Andrews,  49  N.  Y.  478;  Sharp  v. 
Lumley,  84  Cal.  611;  Horn  v.  Jones, 
28  Cal.  194;  Denver  v.  Lobenstein,  3 
Col.  206;  Lawrence  v.  Milwaukee,  45 
Wis.  306;  Devegre  v.  Devegre,  33  La. 
Ann.  689  Norman  v.  Burnes,  67  Ala. 
248;  Ladd  v.  Durkin,  54  Cal.  395; 
Croft  V.  Johnson,  8  Baxt.  390;  GUI's 
case,  7  Ct.  Claims,  598;  Dunham  y. 
Wilfong,  69  Mo.  855;  Cooper  v.  Piatt, 
46  N.  Y.  Super.  242;  Timon  v.  White- 
head, 68  Tex.  290;  R.  R.  Co.  y. 
Schwartz,  13  Dl.  App.  490;  Doolittle 
y.  Don  Mans,  34  III.  457;  Lumber  Co. 
y.  Bechtel,  101  U.  S.  638;  CaujoUe  v. 
Ferrie.  18  Wall.  465;  Lebrew's  Suc- 
cession, 81  La.  Ann.  212;  ParrlKh  y 
Ferris,  2  Black,  606;  Rougher  y.  Sco- 
bey,  21  Ind.  865;  Society,  Ac.  y. 
Hartland,  2  Paine,   686;    Cleyeland, 
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&c.  Co.  y.  Erie,  1  Grant's  Cas.  212; 
Gilbert  y.  Thompson,  9  Cush.  848; 
Shuster  v.  Perkins,  2  Jones  L.  217; 
Gayy.  Stancell.  76  N.  C.  309;  Arm- 
field  V.  Moore,  L-  Busb.  157;  Ward  v. 
Ward.  2  N.  J.  L.  699;  White  y.  Steam, 
Ac.  Co.,  6  Cal.  402;  Pierce  y.  Athey, 

4  W.  Va.  22;  Koon  y.  Ives,  8  Rich. 
L.  37;  Whitehurst  y.  Rogers,  88  Md. 
503;  People  y.  San  Francisco.  27  Cal. 
655;  State  y.  Baldwin,  81  Mo.  661; 
Jackson  y.  Lodge,  86  Cal.  28;  Ellis  y. 
Mills,  28  Tex.  584;  Vincent  y.  Rogers, 
38  Ala.  224;  Peale  y.  Routh,  18  La, 
Ann.  254;  Vancourt  y.  Moore,  26  Mo. 
92;  Burns  y.  Milwaukee,  &c.  Co.,  9 
Wis.  450;  Whittaker  y.  Johnson,  12 
Iowa,  595;  Burns  y.  Dodge,  9  Wis. 
458;  Cincinnati,  &c.  Co.  y.  Wynne, 
16  Ind,  385;  Hill  y.  Hooyer,  9  Wis. 
16;  Kerr  y.  Bank.  18  Md.  896;  Bank 
y.  Edwards,  10  Gray.  387  ;  Bunker 
y.  Tuffte,  57  Me.  417;  Barker  y. 
Cleyeland,  19  Mich.  230;  Boerum  y. 
Schenck,  41  N.  Y.  182  ;  Mayor  v. 
Foley,  40  Cal.  261;  Ballard  y.  Apple- 
ton,  26  Wis.  67;   Sparhawk  y.  Hills, 

5  Gray,  423;  Bettys  y.  R.  R..  43  Iowa, 
602;  Bruner  y.  Ramsburg,  43  Md.  565; 
Whitman  y.  Heneberry,  73  111.  109; 
Claggett  y.  Simes,  25  N.  H.  402; 
Western,  &c.  Co.  y.  Virginia,  4&c 
Co.,  10  W.  Va.  250;  Hughes  y.  U.  S., 
4  Wall.  282;  Todd  y.  Stewart,  9  Q.  B. 
759;  Bagot  y.  Williams,  8  B.  &  C. 
235;  Philips  y.  Berick.  16  Johns.  187; 
Briscoe  y.  Lloyd.  64  111.  83;  Thomason 
y.  Odum,  81  Ala.  108;  Castellaw  y. 
GuilmarCin,  54  Ga.  299;  Pickens  y. 
Yarborough,  30  Ala.  408  ;  Turnpike 
Co.  y.  Superyisors,  62  Cal.  40;  Hors- 
ington  y.  Brakey,  81  Kas.  560;  Tracy 
y.  Shumate,  22  W.  Va.  474;  Roberts 
in  re,  19  S.  C.  160;  State  y.  Judge,  85 
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.  taey  neque  emovumewtum  afferre  hU  quijvdieio  non  interfuerunty 
neqibc  pr^udidum  solerU  irro  gare,^^  "  Saepe  congtUum  eH,  rea 
ijiter  alios  judicatas  aliis  non  jpr<Bfudioare.^^  In  order  to  apply 
this  principle  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  what  persons  are  con- 
sidered as  the  same  parties.  So  that  the  judgment  is  to  be  held 
conclusive  between  them  and  between  what  persons  on  the  other 
hand  the  judgment  is  to  be  regarded  as  res  inter  aUos  judicata 
for  which  no  right  can  ensue  for  or  against  them. 

§  135.  In  regard  to  the  term  parties,  as  used  in  connection 
with  the  doctrine  of  estoppel,  the  law  includes  all  who  are  dis- 
tinctly interested  in  the  subject-matter  of  the  suit  and  had  a  right 
to  make  defense  or  to  control  the  proceedings,  and  to  appeal 
from  the  judgment,  the  right  to  adduce  testimony  and  to  cross- 
examine  the  witnesses  adduced  on  the  other  side,  and  to  appeal 
from  the  decision,  if  an  appeal  lies,  only  those  who  have  enjoyed 
these  privileges,  collectively,  should  be  concluded,  by  a  decision, 
judgment  or  decree.  Persons  not  having  these  rights  are  re- 
garded as  strangers  to  the  record.*  If  parties  to  a  suit  are  bound, 
natural  justice  requires  that  all  persons  claiming  under  or  through 
them  should  also  be  concluded,  for  there  is  a  mutuality  of  interest 
between  parties  and  their  privies ;  one  of  the  general  rules  is, 
that  estoppels  ought  to  be  reciprocal  or  mutual,  it  is  therefore 
well  settled  that  no  record  of  a  conviction  or  verdict  can  be  used 
as  an  estoppel  unless  in  cases  where  the  benefit  is  mutual,'  that 


La.  Ann.  214 ;  Randall  v.  District,  63 
Cal.  30;  BeameB  v.  Beames,  66  Udw. 
Pr.  456;  Norris  v.  State,  51  Mich.  621; 
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367;  Aultman  v.  Mount,  62  Iowa,  674 
»  Greeuleaf  Ev.    §  534 ;  Cecil   v 
Cecil,  19  Md.  72;  Wright  V.  Hazen 
24  Vt.  148;  Harris  v.  Plant,  Si  Ala 
639;  Simpson  v.  Pearson,  81  Ind.  1 
Huntington  v.  Jewett,  28  Iowa,  249 
Bradford  v.  Bradford,  5  Conn.  127; 
Edwards  ▼.  McCurdy,  18  III.  496. 
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Chope   y.    Loman,    20   Mich.    827 
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Towsley  v.  Johnson,  1  Neb.  95;  Doe 
y.  Errington,  6  Bing.  N.  C.  79;  Wen- 
man  V.   McKenzie,   5  E.  &  B.  447; 
Carter  y.  Bennett,  4  Fla.  852;  Camp- 
bell y.  Phelps,  1  Pick.  62;  Castle  v. 
Noyes,  14  N.  Y.  829;  Petriey.  Nuttal, 
11  Exchq.  569;  Gwyiin  y.  Hamilton, 
29  Ala.  238;  Bell  y.  Hoagland,  29  Ala. 
233;  Meyere  y.  Johnson,  14  Iowa,  47 
Chamberhiin  y.  Carlisle,  26  N.  H.  540 
Bradley   v.    Johnson.    49    Ga.    412 
Groshorn  y.    Thomas,   20  Md.   234 
Simpson  y.  Jones,  2  Sneed,  86;  Crabb 
y.  Larkin,  9  Bush,  154;  l^Ianf.  Co.  r. 
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18,  snch  as  might  liave  been  given  in  evidence  by  either  of  the 
parties  to  the  action  ;  and  in  Gilbert  on  evidence  it  is  laid  down 
that  nobody  can  take  benefit  by  a  verdict  who  had  not  been 
prejudiced  by  it,  had  it  gone  contrary,  and  this  seems  to  be  the 
settled  rule. 

§  136.  Estoppels,  like  all  other  branches  of  law,  are  founded 
upon  certain  fundamental  principles  or  rules.     In  their  applica- 
tion to  parties,  privies  and  strangers  as  regards  their  conclusive 
effect,  the  maxim  of  res  inter  alios  acta  is  one  of  the  fundamen- 
tals applicable  in  regard  to  strangers.     The  judgment  in  the 
-case    of    the    Duchess    of    Kingston    declared   that  \   record 
was  conclusive  between  the  same  parties  ;  and  in  Bnller's  Nisi 
J^ritiSy  the  reason  for  the  rule  of  conclusiveness  between  parties 
and  those  claiming  under  and  through  them,  and  that  parties  not 
80  connected  with  the  subject-matter  of  the  controversy  were  not 
so  bound,  is  thus  stated  :  The  verdict  ought  to  be  between  the 
parties,   otherwise   a  man  might  be  bound  by  a  decision,  who 
had  not  the  liberty  to  cross-examine  ;  and  nothing  can  be  more 
contrary  to  natural  justice  than  that  a  man  should  be  injured  by 
a  determination  that  he,  or  those  under  whom  he  claims,  was  not 
at   liberty  to   controvert.*     It  would  be  unjust  that  such  pro- 
ceedings should  be  evidence  against  strangers.   Numerous  reasons 
might  be  given  for  this  rule,  one  of  which  might  be,  that  if  the 
stranger  had  been  a  party  to  the  action,  in  place  of  the  party  who 
recovered  judgment,  the  result  might  have  been  different ;  as  the 
parties  were  different,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
evidence  would  have  been,  part  of  which  may  have  been  inad* 
missible   and  part  uncertain,  or  evidence  of  a  totally  different 
character  might  have  been  introduced  by  the  unsuccessful  party, 
which  would  have  changed  the  result.     To  give  such  a  judg- 
ment the  effect  of  an  estoppel,  would  be  giving  a  party  the  benefit 
of  testimony  which  he  might  be  allowed  to  introduce  in  an  action, 
in  which  he  was  a  party  or  directly  interested.     The  principal 
reason  other  than  those  given  is,  that  all  estoppels  must  be  mutual, 
and  this  is  the  reason  that  regularly  a  stranger  shall  neither  be 

Price,  4  Rich.  838;  Daniels  v.  Hen-  »  Bull.  N.  P.  288;  Com.  Dig.  Est.; 
Person,  49  Cal.  245;  Atlantic  Co.  v.  Co.  Litt.  352;  Gaunt  v.  Wainman,  a 
Mayor.  63  N.  Y.  64.  Bing.  N.  C.  69. 
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boand  bj,  nor  take  an  advantage  of  an  estoppel,  and  it  must  be 
conceded  that  it  woald  be  a  hardship  were  it  otherwise ;  bnt  the 
converse  of  this  rale  is  equally  true,  that  by  proceedings  to  which 
he  was  not  a  stranger  he  may  well  be  bound,  for  there  would  be 
no  injustice  in  such  a  case. 

§  137.  The  maxim  "  qid  sentit  oommodwm,  senUre  debet  it 
onvs^'*  is  applicable  in  support  and  as  particularly  explanatory  of 
this  branch  of  the  law  of  estoppel,  in  accordance  with  which  the 
record  of  a  verdict  followed  by  a  judgment  mfer^ar^  will  estop 
not  only  the  original  parties,  but  those  also  who  claim  under 
them.  A  man  will  be  bound  by  that  which  bound  those  under 
whom  he  claims  quoad  the  subject-matter  of  the  claim,  for  he  who- 
derives  the  benefit  from  a  thing  ought  to  sustain  the  burden,  or 
feel  the  disadvantages  attending  it.  And  no  man,  except  in  cer- 
tain cases,  which  are  regulated  by  the  statute  law  and  law  mer- 
chant, can  transfer  to  another,  a  better  right  than  he  himself  pos- 
sesses.  The  grantee  shall  not  be  in  a  better  condition  than  he 
who  made  the  grant,  and,  therefore,  privies  in  blood,  law  and 
estate  shall  be  bound  by  and  take  advantage  of  estoppels.^  In 
order  to  give  full  effect  to  the  rule  by  which  parties  are  held 
estopped  by  a  judgment,  all  persons  who  are  represented  by  the 
parties  or  claim  under  them  or  in  privity  with  them  are  as 
equally  and  as  effectually  estopped  by  the  same  proceedings.* 


'  Locke  V.  Norborne,  8  Mod.  141 ; 
Wbittaker  v.  Jacksoo,  2  H.  &  C. 
926;  Outram  v.  More  wood,  8  East, 
846. 

*  Griswold  v.  JacksoD,  2  Edw.  Ch. 
461;  Gest  ▼.  Flock.  2  N.  J.  Eq.  108; 
LegraDd  v.  Francisco,  8  Munf.  88; 
Crnger  v.  Daniel,  Riley  Ch.  102; 
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Davis,  7  Cranch,  271;  Simpson  v. 
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884;  Lothrop  v    Soulhworth,  5  Mich. 
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Maple  V.  Beach,  48  Ind.  51;  Spencer 
V.  Williams,  L.  R.  2  P.  &  D.  280; 
Clink  V.  Thurston,  47  Cal.  21;  Lai-um 
V.  Wilmer,  85  la.  244;  Warner  v. 
Trow,  86  Wis.  195;  Verner  v.  Carson, 
66  Pa.  St.  440;  Wenman  v.  McKenzie, 
5E.  &B.,  447;  Doe  v.  Erringlon,  ft 
Bing.  N.  C.  79;  Timon  v.  Whitehead. 
58  Tex.  290;  R.  R  Co.  v.  Schwartz, 
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101  U.S.  228;  Neumeisterv.  Dubuque, 
47  lowji,  465;  Mundorf  v.  Wickers- 
ham,  63  Pa.  St.  871 ;  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Woodworth.  88  Pa.  St.  223;  Finnejr 
V.   Boyd,   26  Wis.  866;  Stoddard  v 
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§  138.  In  order  to  make  a  judgment  conclasive  on  parties 
they  must  be  advei'sarj  parties  in  the  original  action.  Thus,  a 
judgment  against  A.  and  his  sureties  is  no  bar  in  an  action  be- 
tween one  surety  and  his  co-sureties  to  recover  of  each  his  pro- 
portionate share  of  a  judgment  of  amercement  that  had  been 
collected  of  him ;  while  it  establishes  the  demand,  it  does  not 
-establish  the  liability  of  the  sureties  between  themselves,  that 
point  is  not  before  the  court  in  the  action  wherein  the  original 
judgment  was  rendered.*  The  language  of  a  decree  must  be 
construed  in  reference  to  the  issue  which  is  put  forward  by  the 
prayer  for  relief  and  other  pleadings,  and  which  these  show  it 
was  meant  to  decide.  Hence,  though  the  language  may  be  very 
broad  and  emphatic,  enough  so,  perhaps,  when  taken  in  the 
nbstract  merely,  to  include  the  decision  of  questions  between 
co-defendants,  yet  where  the  pleadings  including  the  prayer  for 
relief  are  not  framed  in  the  way  usual  in  equity,  when  it  is  meant 
to  bring  the  respective  claims  and  rights  of  co-defendants  before 
the  court,  but  are  framed  as  in  a  controversy  between  the  com- 
plainant and  defendant  chiefly  or  only,  such  general  language 
will  be  held  down  to  these  two  principal  parties  only." 

§  139.  A  personal  judgment  or  a  judgment  between  parties 
not  only  binds  the  parties  but  those  claiming  under  or  through 
the  parties.     Therefore  such  judgments  conclude,  viz  : 

1st.  Pabties  and 

2d.  PsrviKS  thereto. 

The  term  privity  used  in  this  connection  denotes  mutual  suc- 
•cesssion  or  relationship  to  the  same  rights  of  property.*    Persons 


Thompson,  81  Iowa,  80;  Shelton  v. 
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Bank  v.  8prague,  21  N.  J.  Eq.  580; 
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standing  in  this  relation  to  the  litigating  party  are  bonnd  by  the- 
proceedings  to  \?hioh  he  was  a  party,  and  the  reason  for  this  ra1& 
is,  that  they  are  identified  with  him  in  interest,  and  whenever 
this  sameness  is  found  to  exist,  all  are  alike  estopped.  Hence 
all  priiries,  whether  in  estate,  in  blood,  or  in  law,  are  estopped 
from  litigating  that  which  is  conclusive  upon  him  with  whom 
they  are  in  privity.*  Lord  Coke  divides  privies  into  three 
classes: 

1.  Privies  in  blood. 

9.  Privies  in  law. 

3.  Privies  by  estate. 

A  man  becomes  a  privy  whenever  he  agrees  to  be  bound  hy 
the  acts  of  a  third  person  ;  and  where  one  agrees  to  be  bound  by 
the  result  of  a  judicial  proceeding,  as  against  a  stranger  or  third 
person,  under  such  circumstances  that  otliers  have  the  right  to 
insist  on  the  fulfillment  of  his  agreement,  he  will  not  be  permit* 
ted  to  recede  from  hia  promise  after  the  rendition  of  the  judg* 
ment,  to  their  injury.* 

§  140.  A  privy  in  blood,  as  for  example  an  heir,  would  be- 
estopped  by  a  verdict  against  his  ancestor  through  whom  he 
claims,  and  may  take  advantage  of  judgment  in  favor  of  an  an- 
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V.  Riley,  24  111.  mi;  MiHcan  v.  Mili- 
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ceft<»r/  Ooke  gives  aa  instaDces  of  privy  in  law^  lord  bj  escheat, 
tenant  by  curtesy,  tenant  in  dower,  the  Incnmbent  of  a  benefice, 
and  others  that  come  in  by  act  of  law  or  in  the  jpost*  An  execu- 
tor or  administrator,  suing  as  such,  will  be  bound  by  a  verdict 
against  his  testator  or  intestate  to  whom  he  is  privy  in  law.'  One 
of  the  leading  cases  in  which  the  doctrine  of  estoppel  by  a  judg- 
ment mi&r  partes  in  regard  to  privies  is  laid  down,  is  the  cele- 
brated English  case  of  Ontram  v.  Morewood,  repeated  in  8d  East, 
page  125,  and  was  decided  by  Lord  Ellenborough,  Chief  Justice : 
**  The  question  in  that  case,"  said  the  learned  judge,  "  is  whether 
the  defendants,  the  husband  and  wife,  are  estopped  by  this  ver- 
dict, and  judgment  from  averring,  oontrary  to  the  title  there 
found  against  the  wife."  The  operation  and  efiEect  of  this  find- 
ing, if  it  operates  at  all  as  a  conclusive  bar,  must  be  by  way  of 
an  estapjpd.  If  the  wife  were  bound  by  this  finding,  as  an  estop- 
pel, and  precluded  from  averring  the  contrary  of  what  was  then 
so  found  ;  the  husband,  in  respect  to  his  privity,  either  in  estate 
or  in  law,  would  be  equally  bound,  according  to  what  is  said  in 
Co.  litL  352.  '*  Privies  in  estate,  as  the  feoffee,  lessee,  etc.; 
privies  in  law,  as  the  lord  by  escheat,  tenant  by  the  curtesy,  ten- 
ant in  dower,  the  incumbent  of  a  benefice,  and  others  that  come 
in  by  act  of  law  in  thejpogij  shall  be  bound  by  and  take  advan- 
tage of  estoppels.  The  question  then  is :  Is  the  wife  herself 
estopped,  by  this  former  finding,  to  aver  the  contrary  i  In 
Brooke,  tit.  Estoppels,  pi.  15,  it  is  said  to  be  agreed  that  all  the 
records  in  which  the  freehold  comes  in  debate  shall  be  estopped 
with  the  land  and  run  with  the  land,  so  tliat  a  man  may  plead 
this  as  a  party,  or  as  heir,  as  privy,  or  by  que  estate .  But  if  it 
be  said  that  by  the  freehold  coming  in  debate  must  be  meant  a 
question  respecting  the  same,  in  a  snit  in  which  the  fi'eehold  is 
immedialj^ly  recoverable,  as  in  assize  or  in  writ  of  entry,  I  answer, 
that  a  recovery  upon  any  one  suit  in  issue,  joined  on  matter  of 
title,  is  equally  conclusive  upon  the  subject  matter  of  such  title, 
and  that  a  finding  upon  title  in  trespass  not  only  operates  as  a 
bar  to  the  future  recovery,  by  way  of  damages  for  a  trespass 
founded  upon  the  same  injury,  but  also  operates  by  way  of  an 
estoppel  to  any  action  for  an  injury  to  the  same  supposed  right 

>  Locke  y.  Norborns,  8  Md.  14  <  Bex  y.  Hebdeii,  And.  888. 

•  8  Coke  Litt.  858,  6. 
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of  possesBion."  And  in  accordance  with  the  well  settled  doctrine 
of  estoppel^  and  ^^  the  reason  and  convenience  of  the  thing,  and 
the  analogy  to  the  rules  of  law  in  other  cases,  decided,  thoab  the 
husband  and  wife,  the  defendants  in  this  case,  are  estopped  bj 
the  former  verdict  and  judgment  on  the  same  point  in  the  action 
of  trespass,  to  which  the  wife  was  a  partj."  This  case  is  an 
example  of  the  well  settled  principle,  that  a  verdict  negativing 
the  right  of  a  .defendant  stated  in  his  plea,  estops^  him  in  a  sub- 
sequent action  from  asserting  that  right  as  plaintiff  against  the 
same  party. 

§  141.  In  a  late  case  Mr.  Ohief  Justice  Waite,  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  while  on  the  circuit,  decided  that  a  judg- 
ment in  an  action  of  assumpsit,  brought  by  a  husband  and  wife, 
on  a  contract  by  a  carrier  of  passengers  to  carry  the  wife  safely,  for 
injuries  to  the  wife  while  being  carried,  is  a  bar  to  another  action 
of  assumpsit  on  the  same  contract,  by  the  husband  alone,  to  re- 
cover for  the  same  injuries.  A  different  rule  prevails  when  the 
action  is  in  tort  against  the  carrier  for  a  breach  of  his  public 
duty,  except  perhaps  in  States  like  !New  Jersey,  where  by  statute 
the  husband  may,  in  such  an  action,  add  claims  in  his  own  right 
to  those  of  his  wife.'  And  in  an  old  English  case  it  was  de- 
cided that  a  judgment  against  a  schoolmaster,  concerning  the 
rights  of  office,  is  evidence  against  his  successor.*  So,  a  judg- 
ment of  ouster  is  conclusive  in  a  qv^  warranto  against  a  person 
claiming  to  have  been  admitted  to  a  corporate  office,  by  or 
through  a  party  against  whom  the  judgment  was  obtained.*  But 
there  is  no  privity  between  an  executor  or  administrator  and  the 
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heir  or  devisee  of  all  the  land,  and  a  judgment  againet  the  ad* 
ministrator  or  ezecator  will  not  have  that  concluaive  effect  to 
<^arge  the  real  estate  of  the  heir  or  devisee.'  So  it  was  held 
that  a  decree  for  the  specific  execution  of  a  covenant  in  a  suit 
<^ommenced  by  the  covenantee,  and  afterwards  revived  in  favor 
of  his  heirs,  was  no  bar  to  an  action  brought  by  his  administrator 
to  recover  damages  for  breach  of  the  covenant,  if  the  administrator 
was  not  made  a  party  to  the  action  of  revivor ;  and  the  only  relief 
the  covenantor  had  from  the  double  burden  of  executing  the 
covenant  and  paying  damages  for  the  breach,  was  in  resorting  to 
a  court  of  equity.*  But,  under  the  laws  of  New  York,  a  judg- 
ment against  an  heir  or  devisee  is  an  estoppel  to  a  subsequent 
«nit  against  an  executor  or  administrator  of  the  ancestor  or  de-. 
visee  for  the  same  debt  or  damage,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that 
the  judgment  against  the  heir  and  devisee  is  unsatisfied,  or  that 
sufiicient  property  had  not  descended,  or  been  devised,  to  the 
heir  or  devisee.  A  judgment  against  an  heir  or  devisee  for  a 
debt  or  legacy  expressly  charged  on  the  estate  devised  or  de- 
scended, is  an  estoppel  to  any  subsequent  action  against  the  execu- 
tor or  administrator  for  the  same  debt  or  legacy.*  At  common 
law  there  is  no  privity  between  an  executor  and  administrator  de 
honua  non  otmi  testamento  cmnexo,  and  a  judgment  recovered  by 
the  former  will  not  bar  a  suit  brought  by  the  latter ;  and  the  rule 
is  the  same  where  an  administrator  recovers  judgment  and  dies ; 
this  does  not  estop  the  succeeding  administrator  from  bringing 
a  new  action.* 

§  142.  There  is  no  technical  privity  between  an  administrator 
in  chief  and  a  succeeding  administrator  de  bonis  nofiy  and  the 
acts  or  admissions  of  the  former,  and  judgments  against  him,  are 
neither  conclusive  nor  admissible  against  the  latter ;  yet  an  ad- 
ministrator de  bonis  non  is  bound  and  concluded  by  the  rightful 
administration  of  his  predecessor — by  all  acts  done  within  the 
line  of  his  duty  and  authority,  which  are  not  tainted  with  fraud  ; 

>  Deneale  v.^tump,  8  Pet.  528.  Manly  v.  Kidd,  83  Mies.  141;  Pickens 
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not  only  bj  all  completed  acts  of  administration,  but  by  all  mat- 
ters of  evidence  that  would  affect  ci^editors,  legatees  and  dis- 
tribntees/  Where  a  party  is  sued  in  his  oflScial  capacity,  a& 
administrator  of  an  estate,  in  which  he  is  interested  as  heir  or 
devisee,  and  his  personal  matters,  as  well  as  his  official  ones,  are 
in  issue  and  determined,  he  is  personally  bound  by  the  judg^- 
ment." 

§  143.  Privies  in  an  estate  are  where  there  is  a  mutual  or 
snccessive  relationship  as  to  rights,  as  in  the  case  of  lessor  and 
lessee,  donor  and  donee,  joint  tenants,  persons  who  have  an  in> 
terest  in  an  estate  created  by  another ;  a  person  may  be  a  privy 
in  estate  and  contract,  as  a  lessee  who  from  the  nature  of  the 
covenant  entered  into  by  him,  while  an  assignment  destroys  the 
privity  of  estate  the  privity  of  contract  remains,  and  he  may  bo 
liable  on  his  contract. 

§  144.  If  a  party  after  a  judgment  against  him  assign  his- 
interest,  his  assignee  will  be  bouhd  ;  as  it  is  conclusive  against 
the  assignor  it  must  be  against  the  assignee,  for  the  substitute 
can  be  in  no  better  position  than  the  principal/  as  for  example 
where  a  mortgagor,  when  sued  for  possession,  pleaded  usury  as  a 
defense  and  failed  in  establishing  it,  he  afterwards  assigned  his 
rights  to  a  third  party,  who  brought  a  writ  of  entry  against  t\\& 
mortgagee,  and  in  support  of  his  action  plead  usury.  The 
former  judgment  between  the  mortgagor  and  moi*tgagee  was  held 
conchisive  against  him.  So  in  an  action  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  by  the  payee  for  the  use  of  the  holder,  the  maker  pleaded 
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frand  and  judgment  was  rendered  in  his  favor,  from  which  an 
appeal  was  taken.  The  holder  afterwards  withdrew  the  note, 
filled  up  the  blank  indorsement,  and  sned  in  his  own  name  as 
assignee.     The  judgment  was  a  bar  to  the  second  suit.* 

§  145.  All  privies,  whether  in  estate,  in  blood  or  in  law,  are 
estopped  from  litigating  that  which  is  conclusive  upon  him  with 
whom  they  are  in  privity.  Every  pei*son  who  has  made  an  un- 
qualified agreement  to  become  responsible  for  the  result  of  a  liti- 
gation, or  upon  whom  such  a  responsibility  is  cast  by  operation 
of  law,  in  the  absence  of  any  agreement  is  conclusively  bound  by 
the  judgment.  "  Wherever  this  identity  of  interest  is  found  to 
exist  all  alike  are  concluded.  Thus,  if  one  covenant  for  the  re- 
sults or  consequences  of  a  suit  between  others,  as  if  he  covenants 
that  a  certain  mortgage  assigned  by  him  shall  produce  a  specific 
sum,  he  thereby  connects  himself  in  privity  with  the  proceed- 
ings and  the  record  of  the  judgment  in  that  suit  will  be  conclu* 
fiive  against  him.  Thus,  the  appellant,  having  bound  himself 
that  defendants  in  the  attachment  suit  would  cause  the  properly 
levied  upon  and  replevied  to  be  forthcoming  to  abide  the  order 
of  the  court,  has  connected  himself  in  privity  with  the  proceed- 
inga  and  made  the  judgment  conclusive  against  him."*  So  where 
a  party  whose  goods  were  insured  in  the  name  of  another,  with 
whom  they  were  stored,  after  a  loss,  agreed  with  the  party  insur- 
ing that  suit  should  be  brought  in  his  name  for  the  use  of  the 
owner,  which  was  done  and  prosecuted  in  good  faith  ;  but  on  a 
trial  the  action  was  defeated  without  fault  of  the  nominal  plaint- 
iff. The  owner  of  the  goods,  being  a  privy  in  interest,  was  con- 
cluded by  the  judgment  and  could  not  re*litigate  the  matter  in 
Buit  against  the  party  who  had  made  the  insurance,  for  an  alleged 
breach  of  his  agreement  to  insure.'  One  cannot  be  a  privy  in 
estate  to  a  judgment  or  decree  unless  he  derives  his  title  to  the 
property  in  question  subsequent  to,  and  from  some  party  who  is 
bound  by  such  judgment  or  decree.*  Thus,  A.  being  the  owner 
of  a  lot  conv^ed  a  half  each  to  B.  and  0.  Subsequently  D., 
claiming  title  thereto,  brought  suit  against  A.  and  C.  for  trespass, 
qnare  dauaumf regit,     D.  having  obtained  judgment,  such  judg- 
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mcnt  merely  estopped  A«  and  C.  from  asserting  their  title  against 
D. ;  it  did  not  transfer  their  title  to  him  nor  prevent  B.  from  sub- 
4Bequently  recovering  the  whole  land/  When  a  statute  makes 
provision  that  the  estate  of  a  p^rty,  not  named  as  a  party  to  a 
judgment,  may  be  taken  to  satisfy  sneh  judgment,  and  it  is 
taken,  he  becomes  a  privy  in  law  to  that  judgment.*  But  to  pre- 
sent this  rule  from  working  injustice  it  is  essential  that  its  opera- 
tion be  mutual.  Both  the  litigants  must  be  alike  concluded  or 
the  proceedings  cannot  be  set  up  as  an  estoppel  upon  either. 
For  if  the  adverse  party  was  not  also  a  party  to  the  judgment 
offered  in  evidence,  it  may  have  been  obtained  upon  the  party's 
own  testimony,  in  which  case,  to  allow  hint  to  derive  a  benefit 
from  it  would  be  unjust.' 

§  146.  No  man  is  bound  by  a  judgment  or  decree  to  which  he 
is  not  a  party  or  privy  and  of  which  he  has  not  had  notice ;  yet 
he  may  agree  to  be  sued  in  any  particular  way  or  name  or  by  any 
mode  of  agency  and  to  receive  notification  of  legal  proceedings 
in  any  manner  that  his  interests  or  convenience  may  require,  and 
if  so  sued  and  notified  he  is  just  as  fully  and  as  firmly  bound  by 
all  of  the  proceedings  in  the  suit  as  if  he  had  entered  into  no  such 
engagement,  and  were  made  a  formal  party  and  duly  served 
with  process  and  notified  in  person.* 

§  147.  In  order,  generally,  to  make  a  person  a  party  to  a 
judicial  proceeding  it  is  necessaiy  to  make  a  formal  and  legal  ser- 
vice of  summons  upon  him  to  appear,  or  by  voluntary  appearance 
of  the  party  without  service.*  But  there  is  an  exception  to  this, 
as  there  is  generally  to  all  rules  of  law,  and  the  exception  is  that 
by  the  intervention  of  a  party  in  the  prosecution  or  defense  of  an 
action  in  which  he  is  interested,  he  is  held  to  be  concluded  by 
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the  resalt ;'  nor  can  the  rights  of  Buch  third  persons  be  impaired 
by  any  collateral  proceedings;  in  other  cases,  where  parties  were 
allowed  to  notify  third  persons  to  come  in  and  take  defense,  and 
where  such  notice  did  not  emanate  from  the  court.' 

§  148.  In  matters  of  private  right  a  judgment  is  evidence 
only  against  parties  and  privies.  A  court  will  look  beyond  the 
record  and  treat  as  parties  all  who  are  found  to  have  in  fact  acted 
a  part,  and  this,  whether  their  interference  was  irregular  or  not.* 
Yet,  except  in  particular  cases,  no  one  will  be  forced  to  become 
a  party,  indirectly,  who  could  not  be  brought  in  directly  ;  and 
even  in  the  excepted  cases  he  must  have  had  notice  to  defend. 
The  notice  to  defend  is  derived  by  analogy  from  the  voucher  to 
warranty  and  came  into  use  with  the  personal  action  of  covenant, 
when  it  superseded  both  the  voucher  and  the  ancient  warrantia 
chartcBj  and,  like  the  voucher,  its  object  is  a  recovery  over 
against  the  warrantor,  with  whom  none  but  the  party  against 
whom  the  recovery  has  been  had,  has  to  do. 

The  purpose  of  giving  notice  is  not  in  order  to  give  a  ground 
of  action,  but  if  a  demand  be  made  which  the  party  indemnify- 
ing is  bound  to  pay,  and  notice  be  given  to  him  and  he  refuses 
to  defend  the  action,  in  consequence  of  which  the  person  indem- 
nified is  obliged  to  pay  the  demand,  that  is  equivalent  to  a  judg- 
ment and  estops  the  other  party  from  saying  that  the  defendant 
in  the  first  action  was  not  bound  to  pay  the  money.* 

A  person  not  a  party,  but  who  takes  upon  himself  the  defense 
of  a  suit,  is  bound  by  the  judgment,  as  where  a  vendor  sells  and 
warrants  title  to  chattels  and  assumes  his  vendee's  defense.*    If 
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one,  not  a  party  of  record  nor  in  privity  with  a  party  of  reoord 
to  a  judgment,  desires  to  avail  himself  of  the  judgment  as  an 
estoppel,  on  the  ground  that  he  in  fact  defended  the  action 
resulting  in  the  judgment,  he  muat  not  only  have  defended  that 
action,  but  must  have  done  so  openly,  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
opposite  party  and  for  the  defense  of  his  own  interests.  That  he 
employed  the  attorney  who  appeared  for  the  defendant  of  record, 
and  appeared  as  a  witness  for  defendant,  is  not  sufficient.*  Such 
judgment  is  conclusive  only  on  such  privies  as  are  liable  over, 
and  only  as  to  the  fact  that  the  judgment  was  recovered,  and  that 
it  was  for  the  amount  stated.  Thus,  if  one  carrier  is  sued  for 
the  loss  of  goods,  and  notifies  a  second  carrier,  to  whom  they 
were  delivered  for  continuous  transportation,  of  the  pendency  of 
the  suit,  and  requires  it  to  defend,  the  judgment  against  it  is 
not  conclusive  as  to  the  question  of  the  liability  of  the  second.* 

§  149.  A  defendant  may  call  upon  any  one  whose  liability 
for  the  cause  of  action  is  primary  as  compared  with  his  own,  to 
assume  the  burden  of  the  defense  in  the  action  ;  the  notice  given 
by  the  defendant  will  be  as  effectual  in  binding  such  party  by 
the  judgment  rendered  in  such  action  as  though  the  notice  eman- 
ated from  the  court ;'  as  where  the  covenantee  in  a  deed  issued 
for  possession  of  the  real  estate  by  one  claiming  under  a  para- 
mount title,  the  covenantee  may  relieve  himself  of  the  burden  of 
defending  the  suit  by  giving  notice  to  his  covenantor  of  the  pen- 
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4enc7  of  the  suit,  and  thereby  cast  upon  him  the  duty  of  defend- 
ing the  title,  and  bind  him  by  the  judgment,  and  while,  as  a 
general  rule,  a  principal  is  not  bound  as  privy  by  a  judgment  on 
an  action  of  debt  against  the  guarantor  of  surety,'  to  which  he  is 
not  made  a  party,  and  may  contest  the  validity  of  the  judgment  ;* 
he  is  brought  within  the  reach  of  the  estoppel  when  notified  by 
the  defendant  to  come  in  and  take  part  in  the  defense.' 

§  150.  One  who  is  benefited  by  the  prosecution  of  an  action 
of  which  he  has  notice,  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  party  in  interest, 
although  his  name  does  not  appear  therein,  and  he  is  bound  by 
the  judgment  therein.*  Thus  on  sale  of  a  note  there  is  an  implied 
warranty  that  no  legal  defense  exists  against  it/  If  a  defense  is 
set  up  and  the  seller  is  notified  to  assume  the  prosecution,  but 
will  not  do  80  and  the  defense  is  sustained,  the  seller  is  estopped, 
in  a  subsequent  action  against  him  by  the  buyer  of  the  note,  on 
the  warranty,  from  setting  up  that  the  defense  was  not  a  valid  one.* 
So  one  who,  at  the  request  of  anotiier,  enters  into  a  contract  as 
his  surety,  the  law  implies  a  promise  of  indemnity,  and  the  prin- 
<^ipal  is  bound  by  a  judgment  in  a  suit  brought  by  a  third  party 
against  the  surety  on  the  contract  of  suretyship,  if  he  has  notice 
of  the  suit,  although  there  was  no  provision  in  the  contract/ 
Where  a  third  person  is  responsible  over  to  the  defendant  in  an 
action,  and  is  duly  notified  of  its  pendency,  the  judgment  therein, 
if  rendered  without  fraud  or  collusion,  will  be  conclusive  against 
him.  It  is  not  essential  that  he  is  requested  to  assume  the 
defense.' 
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§  151.  But  no  case  has  decided  that  the  notice  should  be  in 
any  particular  form.  In  some,  it  is  suggested  that  it  would  be 
better  if  notice  in  writing  were  required  ;  but  most  of  the  cases- 
assume  that,  if  sufficient  in  substance,  it  need  not  be  in  writing; 
and  except  for  facility  in  proving  it,  and  certainty  as  to  its  char- 
acter, there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  written  or  formal.  If 
it  clearly  apprise  the  person  to  whom  it  is  given  that  an  action' 
involving  the  title  has  been  commenced,  and  that  the  defendant 
giving  it,  looks  to  him  to  establish  the  title  in  that  action,  ther 
object  of  the  notice  is  accomplished.  It  then  becomes  the  duty 
of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  given  to  defend  the  title  for  which, 
he  is  holden  to  the  defendant  giving  it.' 

The  principle,  interest  re^pnblicm  ut  sit  finis  liUtimj  will  thus- 
be  seen  to  pervade  the  entire  branch  of  this  doctrine  of  the  law, 
and  all  instances  and  cases  cited,  all  decisions  made,  have  their 
foundation  in  this  fundamental  maxim. 

§  152.  All  heirs  are  privies  when  they  claim  or  derive  title 
throDgh  and  from  the  ancestor ;  as  an  example,  a  case  may  be 
cited  f  in  an  adjudication  a  mother  was  declared  a  slave,  the 
judgment  was  held  conclusive  evidence  that  all  the  children  bom 
prior  to  the  judgment  wei'e  also  slaves  ;  this  was  on  the  fact  that 
it  operated  as  a  judgment  in  rem,  and  ipso  facto  rendered  her 
such  as  the  judgment  declai*ed  her  to  be.  A  husband  may  be 
bound  by  a  judgment  against  a  woman  while  a  feme  sole,  as  rep- 
resenting the  person  and  succeeding  to  the  estate  of  his  wife.* 
Everyone  who  claims  or  justifies  under  a  conveyance  made  or 
command  given  by  another,  is  in  privity  with  him  who  made  the 
conveyance  or  issued  the  mandate,  and  is  bound  by  an  estoppel 
relating  directly  to  the  interest  conveyed  or  right  on  which  the 
mandate  is  founded.*  A  master  or  principal  is  in  privity  with  his 
servant  or  agent  when  the  latter  defends  an  action  in  the  right  of 
the  former,  and   a  judgment  is  an  estoppel  to  a  renewal  of  the 
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coBtroverey  by  tne  principal  or  master'  in  the  salt,  on  the 
groand  that  he  is  considered  the  real  party,  and  specially  when 
the  principal  expressly  or  impliedly  authorized  or  ratified  the  acts 
of  the  agent,  virtually  rendering  him  a  party  to  the  proceedings 
instituted  by  or  against  the  other.'  Thus  an  agent,  having 
property  of  his  principal  in  his  possession,  and  being  sued  for 
such  property,  had  judgment  rendered  against  him.  The  princi- 
pal had  knowledge  of  the  suit  and  took  part  in  the  defense  ;  he 
was  concluded  by  the  judgment.'  So  a  suit  was  commenced 
against  a  master  for  a  trespass  committed  by  his  servant,  under 
his  order  and  direction.  After  a  trial  upon  the  merits,  ending  in 
a  judgment  for  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff  was  thereby  precluded 
from  maintaining  an  action  against  the  servant  for  the  same  tres- 
pass.* So  where  a  servant  is  sued  for  trespass  in  taking  property, 
and  the  master  defends  the  suit,  and  justifies  his  servant  in  the  tak- 
ing, the  judgment  is  conclusive  on  the  master,  because  it  is  his 
duty  to  indemnify  the  servant  in  acting  as  his  agent ;  he  is  bound 
to  appear  and  defend,  and  a  judgment  in  his  servant's  favor  is  con- 
clusive as  a  defense  to  an  action  by  the  same  plaintiff  against  the 
master  for  the  same  trespass.'  The  principal  and  servant  are 
substantially  one  in  interest.  '^  To  permit  a  person  to  commence 
an  action  against  the  principal,  and  to  prove  the  acts,  alleged  to 
be  trespasses,  to  have  been  committed  by  his  servant,  acting  by 
his  order,  and  to  fail  upon  the  merits  to  recover,  and  subsequently 
to  commence  an  action  against  that  servant  and  to  prove  and  rely 
upon  the  same  acts  as  a  trespass,  is  to  allow  him  to  have  two 
trials  for  the  same  cause  of  action,  to  be  proved  by  the  same  tes- 
timony. In  such  cases,  the  technical  rule  that  a  judgment  can 
only  be  admitted  between  the  parties  to  the  record,  or  their 
privies,  expands  so  as  to  admit  it  when  the  same  question  has 
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been  decided  and  judgment  rendered  between  parties  responBible 
for  the  acts  of  others.* 

§  163.  Covenants  to  indemnify  against  the  consequences  of  a 
enit  are  of  two  classes :  First,  where  the  covenantor  expressly 
makes  his  liability  depend  upon  the  event  of  a  litigation  to  which 
he  is  not  a  party,  and  stipulates  to  abide  the  result ;  in  this  class 
the  judgment  is  conclusive  evidence  against  the  indemnitpr, 
though  he  was  neither  a  party  or  had  notice ;  for  its  recovery  is 
the  event  against  which  he  covenanted.  Second,  where  the 
covenant  is  one  of  general  indemnity,  against  claims  or  suits,  the 
want  of  notice  does  not  go  to  the  cause  of  action,  and  the  jadg- 
ment  is  oiiiy  prima  facie  evidence  against  the  indemnitor,  and  he 
may  be  let  in  to  show  that  the  principal  had  a  good  defense  to 
the  claim,  which  he  neglected  to  make,  to  defeat  the  judgment, 
or  that  it  was  obtained  by  fraud  or  collusion,  etc.,  but  if  notice  is 
given  they  are  concluded.'  This  rule  applies  in  like  manner, 
between  grantor  and  vendor,  and  the  grantee  and  yendee  of  real 
and  personal  property  in  an  action  against  the  vendee  or  grantee 
by  third  parties,  the  grantor  or  vendee  as  the  case  may  be,  when 
notified  or  called  upon  to  assume  the  burden  of  a  suit  in  eject- 
ment or  trover,  else  be  concluded  and  bound  by  the  judgment 
and  estopped  from  disputing  the  title  on  which  the  action  is 
brought,  in  a  subsequent  suit  against  himself,  in  an  action  founded 
upon  an  express  or  implied  warranty  or  covenant  in  the  sale  or 
grant.'     The  notice,  however,  to  have  this  conclusive  effect,  must 
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clearly  and  explicitly  coDvey  the  precise  information  and  notify 
the  party  to  whom  it  is  written  or  sent ;  that  unless  he  takes  the 
necessary  steps  to  defend  the  suit  and  prove  the  validity  of  his 
title  in  the  first  suit,  he  will  be  estopped  from  doing  so  in  the 
subsequent  action. 

§  154.  No  one  can  take  advantage  of  a  verdict,  if  they  would 
not  have  been  prejudiced  by  it,  had  it  been  contrary,  as  estoppels 
-are  mutual.  So  where  an  ejectment  suit  was  brought  by  the 
assignee  of  tlie  lessor  against  the  assignee  of  the  lessee,  for  the 
non-payment  of  rent  on  lease,  containing  a  covenant  for  re-entry, 
and  a  judgment  was  rendered  therein  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for 
recovery  of  possession  of  the  premises.  In  a  subsequent  action, 
brought  by  a  party  claiming  through  a  purchaser  of  the  land  at  a 
foreclosure  sale  under  a  mortgage  executed  by  tne  assignee  of  the 
lessee,  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  lease,  but  prior  to  the  com. 
mencement  of  the  ejectment  suit,  it  was  held  that  the  judgment 
in  the  first  mentioned  ejectment  suit  was  a  bar  to  any  recovery  in 
the  subsequent  suit.  The  lessee  was  privy  to  the  lessor,  and  the 
defendant  in  the  ejectment  suit  (the  assignee  of  the  leseee)  was 
also  privy.  The  grantee  in  the  mortgage  executed  by  such 
defendant,  took  subject  to  the  rights  of  the  lessor,  and  the  sale  of 
the  premises  under  the  foreclosure  proceedings  did  not  in  any 
way  affect  or  impair  those  rights,  or  give  the  plaintiff  any  title  as 
against  the  defendant ;  and  the  title  which  the  plaintiff  claimed, 
through  and  under  the  defendant  in  the  ejectment  suit,  having 
been  perfected  by  the  foreclosure  proceedings  after  the  ejectment 
suit  was  commenced,  the  judgment  in  the  latter  suit,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  title  which  the  evidence  established  under  the  lease, 
was  conclusive  against  the  plaintiff.' 

§  155.  An  action  is  between  the  same  parties,  so  as  to  be 
within  the  principle  of  res  adjudicata,  not  only  when  the  same 
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personB  are  parfies,  but  when  they  have  appeared  by  their  agents 
or  representatives.  Upon  these  gronnds,  if  the  officers  of  a  cor- 
poration commence  an  action  in  the  corporate  name,  or  the  cor- 
poration is  made  a  party  defendant,  the  sacccssors  in  office  of  such 
officera  cannot  renew  the  litigation  ;  for  the  corporation  was  th& 
real  party  in  the  prior  action,  and  a  change  of  officers  does  not 
change  the  parties  to  the  caase.  The  successors  of  the  parties — 
those  who  succeed  to  their  rights — are  regarded  the  same  as  the 
original  parties ;  therefore  a  judgment  for  or  against  a  corporation 
or  its  officers  has  the  same  effect  as  res  judicata^  as  it  had  with  those 
whom  they  succeeded.  Every  person  whom  the  parties  plaintiff 
and  defendant  represent  in  the  suit  are  bound  as  privies  by  the 
judgment.  A  corporation  represents  and  binds  the  stockholders  in 
all  matters  within  the  limits  of  its  corporate  power,  transacted  in 
good  faith  by  its  officers,  and  their  discretion  cannot  be  controlled 
by  the  stockholders.  Among  the  fundamental  powers  of  a  cor- 
poration are  those  of  bringing  and  defending  suits,  affecting  the 
rights  and  obligations  of  the  corporation,  in  which  it  represents 
and  binds  the  stockholders  as  fully  as  in  the  making  of  contracts.^ 
In  any  ordinary  action  or  suit  against  the  corporation  to  establish 
and  recover  a  debt,  the  stockholders  are  neither  necessary  or 
proper  parties,  they  are  represented  by  the  corporation  ;  and  if 
they  in  their  individual  capacities  are  allowed  to  intervene  at  all, 
it  can  only  be  in  the  name  of  the  corporation.  A  stockholder^ 
being  a  component  part  of  the  corporation,  derives  whatever 
interest  he  may  have,  from  its  corporate  powers;  in  the  issuance 
of  a  certain  proportion  of  its  capital  as  represented  by  stock  to 
him,  upon  which  all  his  rights,  interests  and  liabilities  depend. 
The  law  by  which  corporations  are  created  provides,  among  other 


»  Oglesby  v.  Attrall,  105  U.  S.  606; 
Came  y.  Bringham,  89  Me.  85;  Far- 
mum  V.  Ballard.  12  Gush.  507;  Lane 
V.  School  District,  10  Met.  463;  John 
son    V.    Somervillc,    15    Gray,    216 
Samuels  v.  HoUiday,  1  Woolw   400 
Mercantile  Co.  in  7\.,  L.  R  1  Eq.  277 
Baily  v.  R.  R  Co.,  12  Beav.  438 
Walker  v.   R  R   Co.,  84  Miss.  245 
Ellison  V.  R  R   Co.,  86  Miss.  572 
Durfee  y.   R  R  Co.,  5  Allen,  242 
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V.  Hamilton,  77  Mo.  554;  Weber  v. 
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Printing  Co.,  108  Mass.  527;  Bank  v. 
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Bloom,  20  Johns.  669 
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things^  how  its  capitalization  may  be  fixed,  and  how  its  managers 
may  be  selected,  etc.  While  the  rights  of  stockholders  are  pro- 
tected by  law,  there  is  no  recognition  of  stockholders  in  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  a  corporation,  except  as  a  qualifica- 
tion for  managers.  Hence,  whatever  concludes  or  affects  a  cor- 
poration, binds  and  concludes  all  of  its  stockholders  who  compose 
the  corporation,  and  therefore  a  judgment  against  a  corporation 
unless  it  was  procured  by  fraud  or  collusion)  is  conclusive  upon 
the  stockholders,'  as  well  as  against  the  corporation  and  its 
property. 

In  cases  brought  by  creditors  against  the  stockholders  to  en- 
force the  statutory  liability  the  judgment  is  conclusive  as  to  the 
nmonntand  the  validity  of  such  creditors'  claims,  and  is  conclusive 
of  the  existence  of  the  debt  for  which  it  was  rendered.  Suits  to 
<x)llect  upaid  subscriptions  to  stock  are  in  the  nature  of  creditors' 
bills  to  subject  a  stockholder's  indebtedness  to  the  satisfaction  of 
judgments  against  the  corporation.  In  the  language  of  Mr. 
Justice  Miller,  they  are  neither  suits  at  law  or  equity ;  they  are 
purely  statutory  remedies.  Irregularities  in  these  judgments,  or 
fraud  in  giving  them,  or  mistake,  accident,  or  if  otherwise  irregular 
in  the  amount,  constitutes  no  defense  either  in  whole  or  in  part. 
Nor  can  they  be  impeached  collaterally  ;  as  between  the  parties 
who  have  the  legal  right  to  fix  the  amount,  that  has  been  done, 
and  the  judgment  is  conclusive  evidence  of  it ;  and  as  against 
the  debtors  of  the  company,  nothing  is  left  but  to  determine 
the  amount  due  from  them  (subject,  of  course,  to  impeachment 
for  fraud  or  collusion).*    Upon  the  same  principle,  a  judgment 
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against  a  city,  couDty  or  school  district,  in  a  matter  of  general 
interest  is  binding  npon  all  its  citizens,  thongb  not  made  parties 
by  name.*  Thus  where  the  validity  of  a  tax  is  determined, 
without  frand,  in  an  action  against  the  officers  of  a  county  ta 
compel  its  collection,  that  decision  is  a  bar  to  an  action  by  the 
taxpayers  of  such  county  to  enjoin  its  collection.  So  where  a 
judgment  has  been  rendered  against  a  municipal  corporation 
upon  coupons  or  for  any  other  valid  claim,  and  proceedings  are 
commenced  by  mandamus  to  compel  the  levy  of  a  tax  to  pay  the 
judgment,  the  regularity  of  the  profceedings  on  which  the  judg- 
ment was  rendered  or  the  validity  of  the  judgment  cannot  be 
contested  in  answering  to  the  rule  to  show  cause  why  a  man- 
damus should  not  issue.  The  only  way  in  which  irregularities 
can  be  taken  advantage  of  is  by  appeal.*  No  taxpayer  can  pre- 
vent the  levy  of  such  tax,  and  relitigate  the  matters  adjudicated  in 
such  action  against  the  corporation.  Thus  a  church  corporatipn 
permitted  a  suit  to  be  brought  for  its  benefit,  though  not  in  its^ 
name,  against  its  trustees,  and  the  corporation  accepted  the 
benefits  of  the  suit,  it  could  not  afterwards  by  suit  in  its  own 
name  relitigate  the  same  matter,  nor  allege  that  it  was  not  bound 
by  such  portions  of  *he  decree  in  the  first  suit  as  were  unfavor- 
able to  it.  The  court  said  :  "It  will  be  enough  to  say  that  tha 
former  proceedings  in  equity,  relied  on  as  a  defense,  and  tbo- 
present  were  substantially  between  the  same  parties.  The  present 
corporation,  appellants,  accepted  and  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
the  decree  in  the  first  case  so  far  as  it  was  in  their  favor,  and  they 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  now  to  say  that  the  proceeding  was  not 
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inetitnted  and  prosecuted  for  tbeir  benefit.  The  complaiuants 
representing  them  in  that  ease  demanded  an  account  in  the 
interest  of  the  corporation,  and  it  was  refused.  It  was  properly 
placed  upon  the  ground  of  estoppel,  because  the  whole  congrega- 
tion, including  the  sole  remaining  trustee,  had  acq^iiesced  in  the 
change  of  the  ecclesiastical  relations  of  the  church,  and  it  was  not 
alleged  then,  nor  is  it  alleged  now,  that  a  single  dollar  of  the 
income  was  appropriated  to  any  other  than  the  legitimate  pur- 
poses of  the  worship  of  God  and  the  preaching  of  the  gospel."* 

So  a  trustee  to  whom  a  railroad  executes  a  mortgage  upon  its 
property  to  secure  the  payment  of  its  bonds,  such  trustee  repre- 
sents the  bondholders  in  all  legal  proceedings  carried  on  by  him 
affecting  his  trust,  and  whatever  binds  him  if  he  acts  in  good 
faith,  binds  them.*  So  a  judgment  against  a  receiver  appointed 
in  foreclosure  proceedings  is  conclusive  on  the  trustee  and  the 
bondholders,  as  he  is  their  agent.' 

§  156.  It  is  not  always  essential  to  the  creation  of  an  estoppel 
that  the  person  should  be  &  party  to  the  record.  One  who  insti- 
gates and  promotes  litigatioh  for  his  own  benefit  by  employing 
counsel  or  binding  himself  for  the  costs  and  damages,  will  be 
bound  by  the  litigation  or  procedure  as  much  as  the  party  to  the 
record.  Thus,  where  a  city,  at  tiiO  request  of  certain  citizens, 
instituted  legal  proceedings  to  coLdemn  land  for  a  street,  the 
citizens  agreeing  to  pay  all  damages  ihat  might  be  assessed,  and 
afterward  the  city  declined  to  pay  the  (images  that  were  assessed, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  passed  an  ordinance  ieclaring  that  the  land 
sought  to  be  condemned  "  be  abandoned  by  the  city,"  the  citizens 
who  instigated  the  proceedings  were  conclu^d  from  asserting  a 
prior  dedication  of  the  same  land  for  public  uie  as  a  street.^ 

§  157.  A  party  is  bound  by  an  adjudication  wieve  he  has  all  the 
ordinary  rights  of  a  litigant  with  respect  to  such  abjudication.  A 
party  who  contributes  money  for  the  purpose  of  empoying  counsel, 
und  carrying  on  a  litigation  under  a  contract  with  a  party  to  the 

>  Reformed  Church's  Appeal,  88  Pa.         *  Landis  v.  Hamilton,  77  Mo.  654; 
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recori.1,  lius  tlie  right  to  take  such  action  In  tho  ease  as  will  pro 
tect  liis  intereetE  in  gucIi  litigation.  Tlios  tbG  validity  of  a  paleat 
having  been  in  part  smstnined  in  one  circuit,  eait  was  brought  ia 
aoothvr  circuit  for  infringement  bj  a  party  who  had  coatriiiated 
to  the  payment  of  the  coonsol  who  had  defended  the  first  suit. 
Hel/if  tliut  the  defendant  was  estopped  by  the  adjudication  in  the 
other  circuit,  but  that  tiie  court  would  not  enter  any  decrtie  based 
upon  that  opinion  until  the  corcIu^oq  of  the  litigation  in  sach 
other  circuit'  Where  several  insurance  companies  agree  thatone 
company  shall  assume  the  defense,  they  to  be  bound  bythe  judg- 
ment, an  action  prosecuted  and  jadgineut  rendered  aguiuet  such 
company  binds  tlienn  all.'  A  judgnjent  ngainet  the  original  in- 
anrer  is  binding  upon  reinsuring  companies  who  had  notice  of 
the  euit  and  an  opportunity  to  defend.  The  liability  of  the  in- 
euriug  company  can  be  litigated  only  once.* 

§  158.  A  judgment  against  the  jjrincipal  in  an  official, 
bond,  appearing  by  the  record  to  ha'*  been  recovered  for  acts, 
or  omissions  which  wonid  be  a  breach  of  the  conditions  of 
the  bond,  is  admissible  against  tho  sureties,  in  an  action  upoft 
the  bond,  if  not  conclusive,  is  prima  fame  evidence  of  thai 
plaintiffs  right  to  recover  and  of  the  amount  he  is  entitled  to 
recover.  In  an  action  of  t/iis  kind,  the  plaintiff's  right  o£ 
action  against  the  snretieB  depends  upon  the  fault  or  misconduct 
of  their  principal ;  and  snct  fault  or  misconduct  must  be  proved  ia 
the  action  against  the  prio-'ipal  in  order  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  tore- 
cover  at  all.  Itwouldsefm,  therefore,  that  a  judgment  against siick^ 
principal,  which  is  abiolutely  conclusive  against  him,  that  be  wM 
guilty  of  such  breach  or  misconduct,  ought  to  bo  at  least  presamp- 
tive  evidence  agali^t  his  snreties  of  that  fact.  The  sureties  can,  iit 
an  action  against  them,  make  use  of  a  judgment  In  an  action 
agaiot  their  principal  as  a  cfefense,when  the  judgment  is  in  his  itivat. 
Take  this  case  ^fi  an  example :  Suppose  a  plaintiff  bi-ings  an  avtioil 
against  a  shecff  or  any  officer  who  has  been  compelled  by  law  tdi 
give  a  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties  for  the  faithful  di»-' 
charge  of  Ws  official  duties  ;  and  for  a  breach  of  such  dntiea  a 
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party  suffering  a  loss  by  reason  thereof,  brings  an  action,  in  the 
dSrst  instance,  gainst  sacli  officer,  and  in  such  action  the  jarj  finds 
41  verdict  in  favor  of  the  officer,  on  the  ground  that  he  has  not 
been  guilty  of  any  neglect  or  committed  any  breach ;  and  after 
-such  verdict  and  judgment  the  plaintiff  brings  an  action  against 
the  sureties  iu  the  bond  of  the  principal,  alleging  the  same  ne- 
glect or  breach  as  in  the  action  wherein  the  judgment  was  ren- 
dered against  him.  It  cannot  be  denied  but  that  the  sureties  can 
use  the  judgment  in  favor  of  their  principal  as  a  complete  bar  to 
the  plaintiff's  cause  of  action.  The  judgment  in  favor  of  their 
principal  is  conclusive  evidence  against  him,  that  he  has  not  been 
guilty  of  the  matters  charged  against  him.  The  plamtiff  can  only 
recover  iu  the  action  against  the  sureties  by  proof  of  the  goilt  of 
their  principal,  and,  as  between  the  plaintiff  and  their  principal, 
the  question  of  his  guilt  is  res  adjudicata  in  the  first  action. 
JSuch  judgment  is,  therefore,  a  complete  bar  to  the  action  against 
the  sureties.  Again,  if  the  plaintiff  sues  the  principal,  without 
joining  the  sureties,  and  he  recovers  a  judgment  against  the  prin- 
cipal for  less  than  the  amount  of  his  claim  for  damages,  and  by 
reason  of  his  failure  to  collect  the  amount  from  the  principal,  he 
then  commences  an  action  against  the  sureties,  claiming  a  larger 
■amount  than  that  recovered  in  the  action  against  the  principal 
that  judgment  is  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  sureties  as  to  the 
entire  amount  of  damages  he  can  recover  against  them.  The 
judgment  against  their  principal  is  conclusive  against  the  plain, 
tiff  as  to  the  extent  to  which  he.  had  been  damaged  by  the 
default  of  the  principal,  and  the  sureties  who  are  to  answer  only 
to  the  extent  of  the  injury  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  against  theii 
principal,  can  avail  themselves  of  the  judgment  in  the  former 
action  to  limit  the  amount  of  damages,  and  the  plaintiff  is  as 
completely  bound  by  the  same  as  though  he  had  expressly  agreed 
that  his  damages  did  not  exceed  the  amount  of  the  former  judg- 
ment. It  must,  therefore,  be  evident  that  the  judgment  in  the 
action  against  the  principal  is  not  ^^  res  inter  alios  acta  "  as  to 
the  sureties.  Such  judgment,  if  adverse  to  the  plaintiff,  is  con- 
<$lu8ive  in  favor  of  the  sureties,  and  in  any  event  is  conclusive  as 
to  the  extent  of  damages  which  he  may  recover  against  him.* 

^  Master  v.  Strickland.  17  8.  &  R     Wheat.  615;  Webb  v.  State,  4  Coldw. 
354;     Drummond   v.    Prestman,    12     200. 
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§  159,  There  is  anolher  view  of  the  qnesHon  which  is  Vi 
ablj  stated  Uy  a  learned  jnriet,'  which  was  also  aa  action  agaii 
the  sureties  on  an  official  bond.  In  reply  to  the  objection  tliat  t3». 
judgment  ngainst  the  principal  wasree  inter  alias  aola,the]eara9^ 
rliiuf  jnstiee  said :  "  We  think  the  objection  cannot  be  suppurta 
nnder  the  c  ire  urns  tan  ces  of  (bia  case.     When  one  is  rc«ponsib1 
by  force  of  law  or  by  contract,  for  the  faithful  performance 
the  duty  of  another,  a  judgment  against  that  other  for  the  faih 
of  the  performance  of  such   dnty,  if  not  condiieive,  is  jirifB 
facta  evidence,  in  a  suit  against  the  party  bo  responsible  for  tl 
other.     If  it  can  be  mnde  to  appear  that  ench  judgment  v 
obtained  by  fraud  or  colhieion  it  will  be  wholly  set  aside,     Bi 
otherwise  it  ia  prima  facie  evidence,  to  stand  until  impeached 
controlled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  conntervniling  proofs,"     Tl 
grounds  upon  which  the  rale  laid  down  by  Chief  Jnetice  Shtt 
in  the  case  above  cited  are  as  follows ;    First,  becanse  the  jii<^ 
ment  in  the  action  against  the  principal,  when  in  hie  favor,  is 
complete  bar  to  the  action  against  the  sureties,  and  in  any  ci 
fixes  an  absolute  limit  to  the  damages  which  can  be  recover) 
against  them  ;  "  it  should  be  mutual,  so  far  at  least,  that  wh) 
the  jndgment  is  against  the  principal  it  should  bo  presuDiptii 
evidence  against  the  sureties  ;  and  second,  the  nature  of  the  cO 
tract  in  official  bonds  is  that  of  a  bond  of  indemnity  to  tho 
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V-  Gilmoro,  61  Me.  544;  Twcy 
OooJwin,  6  Allen,  409;  TruD  v.  Ool 
6  Pick,  380;  Clini-ies  v.  Hnskins.  : 
lown.4TI ;  Lyons  v.  Nortbmp.17  loi) 
814:  Duffl,-ld  V.  Mcotl.  8  T.  H.  8 
Jones  V,  WilliBmH.  10  L.  J.  (N. 
Excb.  130;  Stale  V.  WoodsMe.  7  In 
300 ;  McLia  v.  Hnrdk.  8  Ircd.  4 
Sliitcv.  Cnlench.  8  Obio,  437;  T 
liaven  v.  Cllve,  0  Ohio,  82;  Clark 
Montgomery.  38  Barb.  464;  Ooaa 
Osgood.  1 5  Biirb.  588;  Jacksua  v.  Qi 
wold,  4  Hill,  523;  Do  Oreiff  v.  WilM 
30  N.  J.  E.  435. 
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who  may  saffcr  damages  by  reason  of  the  neglect,  fraud  or  mis- 
condact  of  the  officer." 

"  The  bond  is  made  with  full  knowledge  and  understanding 
that  in  many  cases  snch  damages  must  be  ascertained  and  liqui- 
dated by  an  action  against  the  officer  for  whose  act  the  sureties 
make  themselves  liable,  and  the  fair  construction  of  the  contract 
of  the  sureties  is  that  they  will  pay  all  damages  so  ascertained 
and  liquidated  by  an  action  against  their  principal.  This  con- 
structioa  of  the  contract  is  the  most  reasonable,  and  works  no 
hardship  against  the  sureties.  It  is  better  for  them  that  this 
should  be  so.  Otherwise  it  would  be  necessary  for  every  person 
who  desired  to  hold  the  sureties  for  the  misconduct  of  the  prin- 
cipal to  join  them  in  the  lii'st  action,  or  else  be  subjected  to  a 
second  litigation  of  the  same  matter,  if  unfortunately  he  should 
fail  to  obtain  satisfaction  after  judgment  against  the  principal;, 
whereas  if  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Lowell  v.  Parker  is 
adhered  to,  the  party  injured  will  in  most  cases  litigate  the  mat- 
ter with  the  principal  alone." 

"  The  principal  is  the  one  who  ought  to  be  at  the  expense  of 
the  litigation  and  who  ought  to  pay  the  damages.  He  is  also  the 
one  who  has  the  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  is  certainly  better 
prepared  to  litigate  the  matter  than  the  sureties,  who  are  not 
supposed  to  have  any  knowledge  of  the  transaction.  Certainly 
the  defense  is  likely  to  be  properly  made  by  the  principal,  who 
has  full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  who  is  to  suffer  most  se-- 
yei*ely  in  case  of  a  decision  adverse  to  him.  In  most  cases  of  thia 
kind,  if  the  sureties  were  sued,  in  the  first  instance,  with  their 
principal,  the  defense  of  the  action  would  be  made  by  such  prin- 
cipal ;  and  yet  the  judgment  in  such  an  action  would  necessarily 
be  conclusive  upon  all.  Holding  the  judgment  against  the  prin- 
cipal alone  presumptive  evidence,  as  against  the  sureties,  of  the 
facts  established  by  such  judgment,  can  work  no  hardship,  so  long^ 
as  the  right  is  reserved  to  them  of  showing  that  the  defense  in 
such  action  was  not  made  in  good  faith,  was  fraudulent,  collusive,. 
or  suffered  to  be  obtained  through  mistake  as  to  the  facts."* 

§  160.  There  is  another  view  of  the  doctrine  to  be  applied  in 
cases  of  this  kind,  which  has  not  been  stated  by  the  courts.     It  is 

>  Stevens  v.   Shaffer,  48  Wis.  154;  S.  C,  S3  Am.  R  798. 
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first  a  well-settled  rale,  as  old  as  the  doctrine  of  rea  adjudusatOj 
that  eetoppelB  ought  to  be  reciprocal  or  mutual — tbat  is,  to  bind 
botli  parties ;  and  this  ia  the  reason  that  etraugere  (third  persons, 
who  are  not  parties,  who  have  no  right  to  appeal  from  tlie  jodg- 
iDcnt  or  to  sddnce  teatimoDy),  shall  not  take  advantage  of  nor  be 
bound  bv  an  estoppel.  Unless  this  mle  is  to  be  abrogated,  it 
must  he  evident  tbat  a  surety  cannot  take  advantage  of  a  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  hie  principal,  when  it  will  relieve  bim  from  all 
lialiility,  unless  he  is  on  the  contrary  concluded  by  the  same  judg- 
ment that  hinds  his  principal  when  rendered  against  bim.  It  \t 
ccrtuinly  a  reasonable  rale  to  adopt,  "That  if  a  surety  can  take 
4il1  vantage  of,  and  plead,  as  a  complete  defense  in  an  action  against 
hiui,  by  the  same  plaintiff,  a  judgment  against  the  plaintiff  in  an 
action  between  the  plaintiff  and  his  pnncipal ;  that  the  enrety 
should,  in  a  precisely  similar  case,  for  the  same  cause  of  action, 
be  bound  by  the  jiidgment  rendered  in  favor  of  tho  plaintiff  and 
agaiiiEt  bis  principal.  It  is  the  same  cause  of  action,  for  the  reason 
lliat  the  same  evidence  is  necessary  to  support  both  actions." 
Second,  in  the  language  of  Lord  Kenyon,  "no  one  is  allowed  to 
blow  hot  and  cold,"  nor  can  a  party  maintain  snch  inconsistent 
positions  as  to  plead  a  former  judgment  as  an  estoppel,  or  take 
advantage  of  it  as  a  defense  in  an  action  against  bim,  and  then 
in  precisely  the  same  action  claim  that  he  is  not  bound  by  tiie 
judgment  bccanse  be  is  not  a  party  to  it.  If  it  is  axiomatic  that 
a  stranger  can  neither  be  bound  by  or  take  advantage  of  an  estop- 
pel, the  converse  of  the  rule  most  be  equally  so,  "  that  nobody 
can  take  benefit  by  a  verdict  who  had  not  bften  prejudiced  by  it 
Lad  it  gone  contrary."  A  surety  is  either  a  stranger  where  the 
action  is  brought  by  a  plaintiff  against  the  principal  alone,  or  he 
is  a  privy.  If  a  stranger,  he  cannot  be  permitted  to  take  advan- 
tage of  a  judgment  in  favor  of  his  principal ;  the  action  must  be 
tried  de  novo  against  him.  This  gives  him  the  right  to  plead  all 
tiie  defenses  his  principal  did,  and  as  the  ease  wonld  have  to  be 
tried  by  an  entirely  different  jury,  its  verdict  might  be  contrary 
to  that  rendered  against  the  principal ;  and  the  natural  sequence 
wouM  be  of  having  two  antagonistic  verdicts  on  precisely  the 
same  facts  ;  for  it  is  said  tbat  if  separate  suits  be  brought  for  the 
same  cause  of  action  against  co-obligors,  where  one  is  principal 
And  the  other  surety,  and  the  principal  is  discharged  on  trial  of  a 
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plea  to  the  merits,  which  would  inure  to  both  if  sued  jointly, 
such  judgment  is  not  an  estoppel  against  the  plaintiff,  if  pleaded 
bj  the  surety  in  bar  of  the  action  against  him,  for  the  reason  that 
strangers  are  not  bound  by  an  estoppel,  nor  can  they  take  advan- 
tage of  it.'  It  must,  therefore,  be  evident  that  in  the  sense  in 
which  parties  are  held  to  be  strangers,  and  not  bound  hyresadju- 
dicatay  cannot  apply  to  sureties.  They  must  therefore  be  privies  ; 
for  by  the  terms  of  the  bond  a  surety  obligates  himself  to  pay 
upon  the  default  of  his  principal.  When,  therefore,  the  default 
of  his  principal  is  the  main  fact  adjudicated  in  an  action  against 
him,  anri  it  is  judicially  determined  that  his  principal  has  com- 
mitted a  breach,  and  the  amount  of  damages  the  party  has  sus- 
tained, that  determination  fixes  the  liability  and  extent  thereof^ 
not  only  as  against  the  principal,  but  as  to  the  sureties.*  Such 
judgment  is  conclusive  against  the  sureties  for  the  reason,  not 
that  they  make  themselves  privies  in  point  of  law  to  the  action 
in  which  the  judgment  was  rendered,  but  for  the  reason  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  they  had  made  themselves  privies  by  agreeing  to  be 
bound  by  the  result  (that  is,  by  the  default  or  breach  of  condi- 
tion of  the  bond).  While  it  may  be  true  that  if  the  judgment 
in  the  action  against  the  principal  alone  may  be  res  inter  aJioa 
acta,  in  a  technical  sense,  it  is  not  so  in  reality ;  for  the  reason 
that  the  s^me  defense  will  be  made,  the  same  defendant  will  vir- 
tually defend  the  action,  as  the  sureties  presumably  know  nothing 
whatever  of  the  facts,  and  are  compelled  to  rely  upon  their  prin- 
cipal, who  presumably  made  the  identical  defense  in  the  action 
in  which  judgment  is  rendered  against  him.  Upon  principle, 
therefore,  the  rule  should  be  thus  formulated  :  A  judgment  in 
an  action  against  the  principal  alone,  for  acts  or  omissions  which 
are  a  breach  of  the  conditions  of  his  bond,  are,  in  the  absence  of 
fraud  and  collusion,  conclusive  evidence  in  an  action  brought  by 
the  same  plaintiff,  against  his  sureties  on  his  official  bond,'  the 
cause  of  action  being  the  same. 

>  Bank  v.   Robinson,  18  Ark.  214;  *  Burger  y.   Williams.  4  McLean, 

McClelland  v.  Ridgeway,  12  Ala.  482;  577;  Livingston  v.  Hammer,  7  Bosw. 

Morris  v.  Lucas,  8  Blackf.  9;  Stingley  670;  Parkburst  v.  Sumner,  28  Vt.  688; 

v.  Kirkpatrick,  8  Blackf.  186;  King  v.  State  y.  Ooste,  86  Mo.  487;  Hempstead 

Norman.  4  C.   B.   884;  Tarleton  y.  y.  Hempstead,  88  Mo.  184. 

Johnson.  25  Ala.  800;  The  Farmer  y.  '  McOreelis  y.  Hinkle.  17  Ala.  459; 

McGraw.  81  Ala.  669;  Cranky.  Plow-  R^Jston  y.  Wood,  15  111.  157;  Wiley 

era,  4  Heisk.  649.  k,  6  Conn.  74;  Heard  y.  Lodge 
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§  161.  It  may  therefore  be  eaid,  that  the  authorities  holding 
that  judgments  against  a  principal  are  j^Wmayb^/^  evidence  in  an 
action  against  the  sureties,  it  is  meant,  that  unless  fraud  or  collu- 
sion or  a  mistake  in  the  facts  can  be  shown,  the  judgment  is 
conclusive,^  and  this  doctrine  is  applicable  in  actions  upon  bonds 
or   recognizances   given   for   the   faithful   performance   of   the 
duties  of   administrators,  assignees,  constables,  sherifEs,  trustees, 
and  other  parties  filling  offices  of  public  or  private  trust.     The 
fiame  principle  is  applicable  to  sureties  on  injunction,  stay,  forth- 
coming appeal  bonds,  etc.,  on  the  ground  of  public  policy,  not 
because  the  sureties  were  privies,  in   point  of  law,  to  the  ac- 
tion in  which  the  judgment  was  rendered,  but  for  the  reason 
tliat,  in  point  of  fact,  they  make  themselves  privies  by  stipulat- 
ing and  agreeing  to  be  bound  by  the  result.'    Persons  who,  being 

«)  Pick.  63;  Heard  v.  Mitchell,  11  G. 
&  J.  383;  Boyd  v.  CaldweU,  4  Rich. 
47;  Fay  v.  Ames,  44  Barb.  327;  Rag- 
laod  V.  Calhoun,  86  Ala.  606;  State  v. 
Coste,  30  Mo.  437;  Ferguson  v.  Glaze, 
12  La.  An.  667;  McCalla  v.  Patterson, 
18  B.  Mod.  201;  Tracy  v.  Goodwin,  6 
Allen,  409;  Irwin  v.  Backus,  25  Cal. 
^14;  Way  v.  Lewis,  115  Mass.  26; 
Cutter  V.  Evans,  115  Muss.  27;  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Wilson,  34  N.  Y.  275;  Thomas 
V.  Hubbell,  15  N.  Y.  405;  Moore  v. 
Kepner.  7  Neb.  291 ;  While  v.  Wea- 
therbee,  126  Mass.  450;  8tovall  v. 
Banks,  10  Wall.  583;  Hancock  v. 
Welsh,  1  Stark.  847. 

»  Annett  v.  Terry,  35  N.  Y.  256; 
Oiltinau  v.  Strong,64Pa.  St.  242;  Dou- 
glas v.  Howland,  24  Wen.  35;  Diossy 
V.  Morgan,  69  N.  Y.  412;  Parkhurst 
V.  Sumner,  23  Vt.  538;  State  v.  Cole- 
rick.  8  Ohio,  487;  Carmack  v.  State, 
6  Bin.  184;  Kennedy  v.  Brown,  21 
Kas.  171;  Stone  v.  Dickenson,  5  Allen, 
29;  Brown  v.  Cambridge,  3  Allen, 
474;  Moore  v.  Kepner,  7  Neb.  291; 
Way  V.  Lewis,  115  Mass.  26;  Cutter 
V.  Evans,  115  Mass.  27;  White  v. 
Weatherbee,  126  Mass.  450;  Hancock 
V.  Welsh,  1  Stock.  347:  Stovall  v. 
Banks,   10  Wall,  583  ;  Levi  v.  Mc- 


Crarey,  1  Morris  (la.)  91;  Comstock 
V.  Drohan,  15  N.  Y.  Supreme  Ct.373; 
Parkhurst  v.  Sumner,  23  Vt.  538; 
State  V.  Holmes,  69  Ind.  577;  Morrison 
V.  Mullen,  34  Pa.  St.  12;  Barringerv. 
Allison,  78  N.  C.  79;  Towle  v.  Towle, 
46  N.  H.  432;  Masser  v.  Strickland, 
17  S.  &  R.  354;  bullivan  v.  Pierce,  10 
Ark.  500;  Bush  v.  Hampton,  4  Dana, 
83;  May  v.  Johnsou,  8  Ind.  449; 
Lownes  v.  Hunter,  2  Head,  343;  Gut- 
tridge  V.  Vanatta,  27  Ohio  S.  866;  Fay 
V.  Ames,  44  Barb.  327;  Ingndiam  v. 
Dawson,  20  How.  486;  Love  joy  v. 
Murray,  8  Wall.  1;  Richardson  v. 
Jones,  16  Mo.  177;  Thomas  v.  Hub- 
bell,  15  N.  Y.  405;  Ins.  Co.  v.  ^  U- 
son,  34  N.  Y.  275;  Ragland  v.  Cal- 
houn, 86  Ala.  606;  Stale  v.  Coste,  86 « 
Mo.  437;  but  see  Graves  v.  Bulkley, 
25  Kas.  249;  8.  C,  37  Am.  R  249; 
Fay  V.  Edmiston,  25  Kas.  439. 

«  King  V.  Norman,  4  C.  B.  884;  May 
V.  Johnson,  3  Ind.  449;  People  v. 
Reeder,  25  N.  Y.  302;  Boom  Co.  v. 
Wilkins,  27  Me.  845;  McCloskey  v. 
Wingfield,  32  La.  An.  38;  Greenlaw 
V.  Logan, 2  Lea,  185;  Bradley  v.  Cham- 
berlain, 35  Vt.  277;  Chamberlain  v. 
Godfrey,  36  Vt.  380;  Chaquette  v. 
Ortel,60  Cal.   594;  Riddle  v.  Baker,. 


■^^- 


Personal  Judgments. 


175 


strangers  to  a  judgment  when  rendered,  become  enreties  on 
defendant's  appeal  bond,  cannot  impeach  the  original  judgment 
as  procured  by  fraud.' 

§  162.  This  accords  with  the  ancient  doctrine  as  to  sureties^ 
Thus,  "  Where  tliere  are  several  debtors  of  an  indivisible  things 
they  are  regarded  as  one  party,  and,  consequently,  a  judgment 
against  any  of  them  is  deemed  to  be  against  all,  and  those  who 
are  not  parties  themselves  might  have  been  relieved  by  an 
appeal  from  the  judgment." 

In  consequence  of  the  obligation  of  the  surety  being  depend- 
ent on  that  of  the  principal  debtor,  the  surety  was  also  regarded  as 
the  same  party  with  the  principal  in  respect  to  whatever  is 
decided  for  or  against  him.  Therefore,  if  the  action  has  been 
decided  in  favor  of  the  principal,  the  surety  may,  in  a  subsequent 
action  against  him,  interpose  the  exceptio  rei  judicatcB  to  the 
creditor.     "  Si  pro  servo  meo  fid^usseris  et  mecum  de  peculio 
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13  Cal.  295;  Keane  v..  Fisher,  10  La. 
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526;  AveUine's  Estate,  58  Cal.  259; 
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Miner,  32  Cal.  124;  Picol  v.  Webster, 

14  Cal.   205;    Stovall  v.    Banks,    10 
WaU.  588;  Bond  v.  Biblups,  8  Jones 
L.   428;  Thayer  v.    Clark,   48  Barb. 
255;    Ralston  v.   Wood,  15  111.  170; 
Shepard    v.    Peebles,    88  Wis.    878; 
Casoni  v.  Jerome,  58  N.  Y.  321;  Jones 
V.  Doles,   8  La.   An.   588;  Hobbs  v. 
Mlddleton,  1  J.  J.  Marsh.  176;  Jones  \r. 
Bitter,  56  Ala.  270;  Perkins  v.  Moore, 
16  Ala.  9;  Larakin  v.  Heyer,  19  Ala. 
228;  Watts  V.  Gale,  20  Ala.  817;  Wil- 
liamson V.  Howell,  4  Ala.  693;  Heard 
V.   Lodge,   20  Pick.   53;    Stevens  v. 
Mathews,  6  Vt.  269;  Jones  v.  Jones, 
8    Haraph.   705;    Lucas    v.    Guy,   2 
Bailey,  403;  Stewart  v.  Treasurer,  4 
Ohio,  98;  Webster's  Bond  in  re,  3  N. 
J.  E.  558;  Manf.  Co.  v.  Worcester, 
45  N.  H.  100;  Taylor  v.  Johnston,  17 
Ga.  521;  Watts  v.   Colquitt,  66  Ga. 
493;  Church  v.  Barker,  18  N.  Y.  463; 
Lotbrop  V.  Southworth,  5  Mich.  436; 


Meredith  v.  Association,  60  Cal.  617; 
Taylor  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Cal.  337;  Hol- 
ley  V.  Acre,  23  Ala.  603;  Drummond 
V.  Prestman,  12  Wheat.  515;  GeroutCh 
V.  Wilson,   81   N.   Y.  573;  Dennie  v. 
Smith,  129  Mass.  143;  U.  8.  v.  Hine, 
8  McArthur,  27;  Boone  Co.  v.  Jones, 
54  Iowa,  699;  S.    C,  37  Am.  R.  229; 
Kelly  V.  West,  80  N.  Y.  139;  McWil- 
liams    V.    Kaulbach,   55    Iowa,    110; 
Krall  V.  Libbey,  53  Wis.  292;  State 
V.   Gorman.   75  Mo.  870;  Walsh  v. 
Agnew,  12  Mo.  520;  Cooley  v.  War- 
ren, 53  Mo.  166;  Grimmet  v.  Hender- 
son, 66  Ala.  521;  Davenport  v.  Rey- 
nolds, 6  111.  App.  532;  Baker  v.  Bald- 
win, 48  Conn.  181;  Bunk  v.  Fleshman, 
22  W.  Va.  90  ;    State  v.   Donegan, 
12  Mo.  App.  90;  Hunnicutt  v.   Eirk- 
Patrick,  89  Ark.  172;  Jones  v.   State, 
14  Ark.  170;  Lewis  v.  Commissioners, 
78  Ga.  486;  McCormick  v.  Hubbell.  4 
Montana,  87;  Martin  v.  Tully,  72  Ala. 
23;  Wood  V.  Kessier,  93  Ind.  356. 

1  Krall  V.  Libbey,  53  Wis.  292; 
Lee  V.  Grimes,  4  Col.  185;  Harvey  t. 
Head,  68  Ga.  247. 
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actum  est  {mpple  et  judiccUum  sU  nihil  a  servo  meo  deberi)  si 
postea  te  cum  eo  nomine  agatur  exctpiendum  est  de  ret  jvdicaiaP 
The  creditor  cannot  in  this  case  claim  that  it  is  res  inter  alios 
judicata  ;  for  it  is  the  essence  of  the  engagement  of  a  surety  that 
his  obligation  depends  upon  that  of  his  principal,  and  the  surety 
cannot  owe  more  than  the  principal,  and  that  he  may  set  up  all  the 
exceptions  in  rem  which  could  be  pleaded  by  the  principal.  It 
follows  that  whatever  has  been  decided  in  favor  of  the  principal 
must  be  taken  to  be  decided  in  favor  of  the  sureties,  who  ought, 
in  this  respect,  to  be  considered  the  same  party,  and  vice  versa  f 
when  the  judgment  was  against  the  principal  the  creditor  can 
make  it  available  against  the  surety,  and  demand  that  it  be  carried 
into  execution  against  him,  but  the  surety  is  allowed  to  appeal 
from  the  judgment.  ^^Admitiur  ad  jyrovocandum  fidejussores 
pro  eo  pro  quo  inter  intervenunt,^^  Sureties  can  make  no  defense 
that  could  not  be  made  by  their  principal.  The  measure  of  his 
responsibility  is  the  measure  of  theirs,  and  any  act  of  the  princi- 
pal which  estops  him  from  setting  up  a  defense  personal  to  him- 
self operates  equally  against  his  surety.' 

So  a  judgment  obtained  in  a  suit  by  the  joint  owners  of  prop- 
erty against  a  sheriff  and  the  sureties  on  his  bond  for  a  sale,  on 
execution,  against  one  of  the  joint  owners  of  the  entire  interest 
in  such  property,  at  a  place  not  authorized  by  law,  is  a  bar  to  a 
suit  by  the  joint  owners  who  were  not  parties  to  the  execution, 
for  a  conversion  of  such  property  arising  from  such  sale^  although, 
the  former  action  was  not  in  strictness  of  law  maintainable,  and 
the  court,  by  an  erroneous  ruling,  diminished  the  plaintiff^& 
recovery  to  nominal  damages.* 

§  163.  Judgments  and  decrees  bind  parties  and  privies  only; 
where,  therefore,  one  binds  and  obliges  himself  that  the  defend- 
ant in  one  attachment  suit  would  cause  the  property  levied  upon 
and  replevied  by  the  said  bond,  to  be  forthcoming  to  abide  the 
final  order  of  the  court  in  the  said  suit,  he  connects  himself  ia 
privity  with  the  proceeding  therein,  and  makes  the  record  of 


» Patterson's  Appeal,  48  Pa.  Bt 
845;  McCabe  v.  Rainey,  82  Ind.  809; 
Beaver  v.  Young,  17  Vt.  658;  Charles 
y.  Haskins,  14  Iowa,  471;  Boone  Ck). 
V.  Jones,  54  Iowa,  229;  S.  C,  87  Am. 


R.  699  ;  McCloskey  v.  Wingfield,  82- 
La.  Ann.  88  ;  Baker  v.  Baldwin,  48 
Conn.  181. 

'  Hopkinson   v.    Shelton,  87  AIsl 
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the  judgment  conclusive  against  him/  So  where  an  appellant 
seeks  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  and  executes  a  bond  in  replevin, 
in  order  to  avail  himself  of  it,  he  cannot  object  to  that  jurisdic- 
tion in  an  appellate  court,  for  by  his  acts  and  admissions  he 
acknowledges  the  jurisdiction  and  is  estopped  by  them.*  The 
sureties  in  an  undertaking  on  appeal  from  a  judgment  are  estop- 
ped by  the  recitals  in  their  undertaking  from  questioning  the 
correctness  of  the  amount  of  costs  in  the  judgment  appealed 
from  when  sued  under  their  undertaking.*  So  where  an  order  is 
made  by  a  surrogate  for  the  payment  of  money  by  an  adminis- 
trator, and  the  order  is  affirmed  on  appeal,  the  sureties  on  the 
administrator's  bond  are  estopped  by  such  affirmance,  equally 
with  the  administrator,  from  alleging  any  defect  or  error  in  the 
pi-oceedings  before  the  surrogate.*  A  judgment  for  money  due 
at  a  certain  time  against  the  party  making  the  settlement  is  con- 
clusive in  respect  to  the  parties  to  it,  and  cannot  be  impeached 
collaterally,  nor  can  it  be  questioned  on  a  creditor's  bill.*  A 
judgment  against  a  defendant  is  conclusive  on  the  bail ;  he  is 
estopped  from  averring  that  it  was  rendered  for  more  than  the 
amount  due,  because  his  principal  suffered  judgment  to  be  taken 
by  default,  or  through  negligence  ;  but  if  he  can  show  fraud  or 
collusion  between  the  parties  to  the  action,  he  can  go  belftnd  the 
judgment.'  The  same  principle  is  applicable  to  sureties  on  in- 
junction, attachment,  stay  and  forthcoming  bonds,  and  in  some 
States,  on  the  ground  of  public  policy,  it  includes  the  official 
bonds  of  administrators,  constables,  guardians,  sheriffs,  assignees, 
and  trustees.^ 


»  Cole  T.  ReiUy,  28  Ga.431 ;  Hunter  v. 
McCraw,  81  Ala.  518;  Wasson  v.  Gone, 
10  C,  L.  N.  108;  Fahnslock  v.  Gil- 
ham,  77  111.  637;  Warner  v.  Mathews, 
18  Ul.  83;  Gelston  y.  Whitesides, 
8  Cal.  809;  Miller  v.  Elliott,  9  Ind. 
484;  Patten  v.  Caldwell,  1  Dall.  419; 
The  Church  v.  Barker,  18  N.  Y.  463; 
Brown  v.  Sprague,  5  Den.  545;  Towle 
V.  Towle,  46  N.  H.  482. 

•  Bates  v.  Williams,  43  111.  494; 
Love  V.  Rockwell,  1  Wis.  382. 

» Levi  V.  Doru,  28  How.  Pr.  217; 
Keller  V.  Beder,  6  J.  J.  Marsh.  655. 
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•  Baggot  V.  Bulger,   2  Duer,   160; 
Bhelton  v.  Carlton,  8  McCord,  412. 

»  Mattingly  v.  Nye,  8  WaU.  870. 

•  Parkhurst  v.  Summer,  23  Vt.  538. 
'  Paul  V.  Witman,  3  W.  &  S.  410 

Morrison  v.  Mullen,  84  Pa.  St.  12 
Barrioger  v.  Allison,  78  X.  C.  79 
Lownes  v.  Hunter,  2  Head,  848;  May 
V.  Johnson,  8  Ind.  449;  Brander  v. 
Bobo,  12  La.  Ann.  616;  Bush  v. 
Hampton,  4  Dana,  88;  Garber  y. 
Commonwealth,  7  Pa.  St.  265;  Com- 
monwealth V.  Evans,  8  Watts,  890; 
Masser  v.  Strickland,  17  S.  &  R  854; 
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§  164.  A  cause  is  held  to  be  decided  between  the  same  par- 
ties, not  only  when  the  same  persons  have  appeared  as  parties 
themselves,  but  also  when  they  have  appeared  by  their  guardians 
or  other  legitimate  administrators  or  representatives.  Thus  if 
the  guardian  of  a  minor  brings  an  action  and  is  defeated,  and  the 
minor,  after  arriving  at  the  age  of  majority,  brings  an  action  for 
the  same  matter  he  may  be  precluded  by  the  exceptio  rei  jvdi- 
cata^  for  he  is  the  real  party  in  interest  in  the  former  action/ 
and,  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  collusion,  minors  properly  repre- 
sented are  bound  as  fully  as  if  they  had  been  majors  and  person- 
ally cited.  Representation  in  courts  of  justice  is  a  necessity  of 
civilized  society,  and  the  acts  or  neglects  of  the  representative 
must  in  some  degree  be  binding  upon  the  party  represented. 
And  persons  under  disability  at  the  time  of  a  judicial  proceed- 
ing to  which  they  are  parties,  represented  by  their  guardians  and 
agents,  are  bound  upon  the  knowledge  of  such  guardians  or 
agents.*  Judicial  acts  ace  obligatory  on  infants  unless  they  avoid 
them  by  direct  proceedings,  and  an  infant  is  estupped  from  gain- 
saying the  record  in  a  collateral  action."  Thus  an  infant  being 
liable  for  his  torts  gave  bond  with  surety  to  prevent  being  im- 
prisoned;  his  surety  paid  the  fine  and  costs  and  took  judgment 
over  against  the  minor.  This  judgment,  though  arising  out  of  a 
civil  contract  is  valid,  and  binding  on  the  minor.  In  many  States 
by  statutory  provision  infants  may  within  a  certain  time  after 
attaining  their  majority  cause  judgments  and  decrees  to  be  set 
aside  upon  grounds  by  law  provided.  In  case  of  a  failure  to  avail 
themselves  of  such  provision  they  are  concluded  in  the  same 
manner  as  parties  sui  juris.  Whenever  any  person,  even  an  in- 
fant, does  that  which  by  law  he  is  compelled  to  do,  he  is  bound." 


Sullivan  v.  Pierce,  10  Ark.  500;  Towle 
V.  Towle,  46  N.  H.  4:32;  Eimer  v. 
Kicbards,  25  111.  289. 

'  Heroman  v.  Louisiana,  84  La. 
Ann.  805;  Winchester  v.  Winchester. 
1  Hewl,  400;  Sheffield  v.  Bucking- 
ham,  Hard.  Ch.  684;  Townsend  v. 
Cox.  45  Mo.  401;  Kindell  v.  Titus,  9 
Heisk.  727;  Porter  v.  Robinson,  8  A. 
K.  Marsh.  254;  Martin  v.  Weyman, 
26  Tex.  460;  Fulbright  v.  Camefex, 
30  Mo.  425. 


•  Dial  V.  Wood,  9  Baxt.  296;  Heeler 
V.  Bullet,  8  A.  K.  Marsh.  280; 
Patchin  v.  Cromach,  13  Vt.  180; 
Austin  V.  Seminary,  8  Met.  196; 
Porter  v.  Robinson,  8  A.  K.  Marsh. 
253;  Allison  v.  Taylor,  6  Dana,  87; 
Bloom  V.  Burdick,  1  Hill,  30. 
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Williams,  4  McLean,  125;  Grace  T. 
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Where  an  action  is  brought  against  an  infant  and  he  is  repre- 
sented in  court  by  his  duly  constituted  guardian,  or  the  court 
appoints  a  guardian  ad  litem,  a  judgment  rendered  in  such  action 
cannot  be  avoided.  Tlie  weight  of  authority  is,  that  an  infant 
defendant  is  as  much  bound  by  a  decree  in  equity  or  a  judgment 
At  law  as  a  person  of  full  age ;  and  if  a  judgment  or  decree  be 
absolute  against  him  he  will  not  be  permitted  to  question  it,  ex- 
"Cept  upon  the  same  grounds  that  a  judgment  can  be  questioned 
by  parties  ani  juris/  that  is,  for  fraud,  collusion,  or  error.* 

§  165.  The  rights  and  interests  of  infants  and  minors  are  as 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts,  as  the  rights  and  interests 
of  an  adult,, and  must,  of  necessity,  be  the  matter  of  frequent 
litigation.  Because  of  his  incapacity,  the  courts  observe  a  vigil- 
ance and  jealousy  in  adjudicating  against  him,  not  extended  to 
suitors  who  are  sui  Juris.  A  guardian  ad  litem  is  appointed  by 
the  court,  who,  in  the  presence  of  the  court,  makes  full  defense, 
and  has  not  capacity  to  impair  the  defense,  by  any  act,  admission 
or  omission.  The  protective  care  of  the  court  and  the  fidelity  of 
the  guardian,  is  a  security  against  an  unjust  judgment.  The  fair 
and  just  presumption  after  judgment  is  that  the  court  has 
observed  its  duty  and  compelled  observance  from  the  guardian. 
When  the  judgment  is  collaterally  assailed,  unless  presumptions 
are  indulged  against  the  court  rendering  it,  conclusiveness  must 
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Ch.  105;  Bustard  v.  Qates,  4  Dana, 
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he  attached.  If  a  judgment  or  decree  rendered  .by  a  conrt  of 
competent  jarisdiction  coald  be  lessened  in  force,  on  account  of 
the  infancy  of  the  parties,  there  is  nothing  that  would  restrain 
one  tribunal  from  questioning  and  denouncing  t^ie  judgment  ren^- 
dered  by  another.  If  a  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction could  be  thus  questioned,  that  same  judgment  when 
affirmed  on  appeal  could  be  questioned  by  any  inferior  court 
upon  the  same  grounds.  Such  judgments  must  operate  as  a  bar 
against  infants,  until  they  are  successfully  impeached  on  grounds 
available  if  they  were  adults.  But  where  there  is  neither  a 
natural  or  appointed  guardian  to  protect  the  infant's  rights,  a 
judgment  rendered  against  him  is  absolutely  void.*  This 
doctrine  is  applicable  to  lunatics,  and  judgments  are  neither 
void  or  voidable,'  the  only  remedy  being  in  equity,  and  this 
rule  is  applicable  against  dead  persons.'  In  a  late  case  it 
was  said  that  a  judgment  of  a  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
subject  matter  and  the  parties,  entered  on  default  against  a 
defendant  after  his  death  without  knowledge  thereof,  if  otherwise 
valid,  is  a  bar  in  another  action  by  the  same  plaintiff  against  the 
defendant's  administrator.* 

§  166.  A  judgment  against  an  administrator  in  an  action  to  try 
title  to  real  estate  is  conclusive  in  a  subsequent  action  between 
the  same  party  and  the  heirs  ;*  it  binds  the  heir  to  the  same  extent 
it  does  the  administrator,and  is  conclusive  upon  his  successor,  who 
cannot  set  it  aside  ;*  on  his  sureties,  when  in  his  favor  in  an  action 
on  his  bond'  and  when  against  them  in  a  joint  action  from 
which  he  appeals  and  they  do  not'  and  the  amount  of  the  judg- 
ment is  reduced,  but  why  this  should  be  is  a  matter  of  doubt.  If 
the  liabilities  of  the  sureties  can  not  be  greater  than   that  of  the 


»  Whitney  v.  Porter,  23  111.  445. 

«  Lamprey  v.  Nudd,  29  N.  H.  299; 
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Carr  v.  Townsend,  63  Pa.  St.  202. 
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*  Connolly  v.  Connolly,  26  Minn. 
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principal,  the  rule  is  that  his  liability  is  the  measare  of  theirs.  la 
a  late  case  it  is  said  :  '^  the  administrator  is  the  sole  representative 
of  the  personal  estate  of  the  deceased.  A  judgment  to  which  he 
is  a  party,  regularly  obtained,  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  collusion, 
binds  the  estate  to  the  extent  of  the  personal  property,  and  is 
conclusive  upon  all  claimants  of  the  pereonalty,"*  but  prima 
Jh^ie  as  to  real  estate,  the  heirs  and  devisees  may  question  any 
item  included  in  the  judgment  against  an  administrator.' 
So  wher^  a  suit  was  pending  against  B.,  when  she  died,  to 
recover  attorney's  fees  for  services  in  a  cause  wherein  B.  had 
recovered  a  judgment  for  $25,000,  her  administrator  having 
then  been  made  a  party,  such  proceedings  were  had  that  the  sum 
of  $5,000  was  allowed  the  attorneys,  and  a  decree  entered  estab- 
lishing a  lien  therefor  upon  the  judgment.  The  attorneys  after- 
wards, by  petition,  applied  for  an  order  upon  the  administrator, 
to  compel  him  to  pay  their  allowance  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
judgment  as  a  preferred  claim,  and  the  other  creditors  of  the 
estate  were  made  defendants  to  the  petition.  The  original 
decree  establishing  the  lien,  being  unreversed,  was  an  adjudi- 
<5ation  which  bound  all  creditors  of  the  estate,  though  not  par- 
ties thereto,  the  administrator  being  their  proper  representative, 
and,  as  to  them,  the  trustee  of  an  express  trust,  and  however 
erroneous,  such  creditors  could  not  question  it  collaterally.' 

§  167.  A  judgment  against  an  executor  or  administrator, 
^whether  by  default,*  or  by  confession,*  or  on  demurrer,*  or 
upon  verdict,  or  upon  any  plea  pleaded  by  the  executor  or 
administrator,  except  plene  administravit^  or  admitting  assets  to 
such  a  sum  and  reins  ultra^^  is  conclusive  upon  him  that  he  has 
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842. 
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aesete  to  satisfj  sucli  jndgmeut.'  Where  a  cestui  que  trust  con- 
Bente  that  part  of  the  trnst  propeit;  maj  be  exchanged  for  other 
property  by  the  trustee,  and  upon  a  bill  filed  by  the  trustee,  the 
eitchange  ie  passed  npoo  by  a  special  jary  and  ,the  chancellor  and 
ratified  by  a  decree,  the  cestui  que  trust  is  estopped.* 

g  168.  According  to  the  Koman  law,  the  right  of  the  legatees 
depended  npon  that  of  the  inetituted  heir,  and  therefore  a  judg- 
ment against  the  heir  declaring  the  will  to  be  void  was  not  re- 
garded as  res  inter  alios  judicata  with  respect  to  the  legatees, 
and  might  be  used  against  them,  they  being  considered,  on  ac- 
count of  the  depeudency  of  their  right,  as  in  eome  degree  the 
same  parties ;  but  they  were  allowed  to  appeal  from  the  judg- 
ment. "  Si  haeres  inst/Uutua  viotusfuerit  ah  eo,  qui  tie  inqffioioao 
testamenta  agebat,  Ugatarus  et  qui  libertaiem  accepemnt,  permit- 
tendurn  est  appeUare,  si  quae rutitur  per  ooUustonem.  pronuncia- 
tem  ;  aicut  divua  prius  rescripsit. — Idem  rescripsii  legataries 
causain,  appellaiionis  agereposse."  It  was  otherwise  with  re- 
spect to  a  judgment,  which,  upon  demand  of  a  legatee,  declared 
the  will  to  be  void  and  dismissed  the  proceeding  ;  this,  with  re- 
spect to  the  other  legatees,  was  regarded  aa  res  inter  alios  Judi- 
cata, which  could  not  be  made  effectual  against  them,  and  from 
which  it  was  not  necessary  foi'  them  to  appeal.  "  Oum  res  inter 
alios  JudicalcB  nuUis  aliis  prae^udicium  faoiant ;  ex  eo  tes- 
tamento  ubi  lihertas  data  est.  vel  legato  agi  potest  lioet  ruptum 
vel  viritum  aut  nonjuetum  dioaiur  teatamentum  ;  neo  ei  super- 
c^usftterit  legatariua,  praejudioium  libertati  sit."  The  reaaou 
for  tbe  distinction  is  that  the  right  of  a  legatee  did  not  depend 
upon  that  of  their  co-legatee,  against  whom  the  jndgment  was 
rendered,  as  it  did  npon  that  of  the  instituted  heir.  "Cum  ah 
institutione  heredispendeant  omnia  quaetegtam«nto  eontinentur.'" 


'  Leonard  v.8lmp80n,  3  Bing.  N.  C. 
176;  Ciurr  v.CoHege.  830a.  657;  John- 
SODT.  BobertaoD.Sl  Md.  416;  Wiltiuk 

v.CaDalCo.,4N.J.Eq.  377;  VanVech- 
tcn  V.  Terry,  2  Johns,  Ch.  197;  New 
Jersey,  &c.  Co.  t.  Ames.  13  N.  J.  Eq'. 
507;  Adair  t.  New  River  Co.,  11  V«. 
429;  Cockbum  v,  Thompson,  10  Ves. 
331;  HarrUoD  v.  StewarUon,  2  Hara, 
535;  NewtOD  v.  Bgmout,  6  Siin.  180. 
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353;  Earl  t.  Hinton,  3  StTft.  783;  New- 
romb  T.  Ooase,  1  Met.  S33;  Platl  v. 
Biibbins,  1  Johns.  Cas.  278;  Judge  v. 
Lune,  BO  N.  H.  5B8;  Hugerv.  Duw- 
BOLi,  3  lUch.  828;  Dorsey  v.  Bland,  1 
Bknd.  468;  Ellicott  v.  Welch.  3 
Blari.!,  i;i2;  Po.st  T,  Mackall,  SBland, 
486;  Lenoir  v.  Winn.  4  Desa.  65;  Bock 
T.  Leigliion,  1  Salk.  820. 
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§  169.  Although  a  successor  is  considered  a  party  to  a  judg- 
ment for  or.  against  the  person  under  whom  he  claims,  the  latter 
is  not  eo  converao  a  party  to  a  judgment  for  or  against  the  for- 
mer, afad  therefore  such  a  judgment  cannot  be  taken  advantage 
of  by  or  against  him.  "  Exoeptionem  reijvdicatay  "  A  persona 
autorus  ad  emptorum  transire  aolere  y  retro  autem  ah  emptore  ad 
autorerrh  reverti  non  debere^^  thus,  "  Si  haereditaria/nh  reTn, 
vendiderisy  ego  eandem  db  emptore  petiero  et  vicero  y  peteihti  tibi 
non  opponam  exceptionetny  at  si  ea  res  judicata  non  sit  intei*  me 
et  eum  oui  vendldisti  diet.  Item  si  victus  fuero  tu  adversus 
me  exceptionem  non  hahehisP  A  judgment  as  to  all  who  are  not 
parties  to  it,  either  by  themselves  or  those  under  whom  they 
claim,  is  r.es  inter  alios  judioata^  and  cannot  be  made  available 
either  by  or  against  them.  And  this  is  the  case,  although  the 
question  is  the  same,  to  be  decided  upon  the  same  principles  and 
depending  npon  the  same  facts.  It  is  thus  stated  by  Paulus : 
"  I  intrust  a  sum  of  money  with  a  person  who  has  left  several 
heirs.  I  demand  from  one  of  those  heirs  the  restitution  of  his 
share,  and  the  judgment  is  rendered  against  me,  if  I  bring  an 
action  against  the  other  heirs  for  the  shares  for  which  they  are 
liable,  they  cannot  oppose  against  me  in  such  action  the  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  their  co-heir,  because  with  respect  to  them,  it  is 
res  inter  alios  adjudicata^  which  cannot  give  them  any  rights 
although  the  question  is  the  same  as  that  already  decided  against 
me,  in  favor  of  the  co-heir,  and  depends  upon  the  same  f aqts,  that 
is  to  say,  whether  I  really  intrusted  the  money  to  the  deceased, 
or  whether  he  returned  it  to  me.  "  Si  (yumherede  depositi  a^tum 
sit  tamen  et  cum,  coeteris  haeredibus  recte  agetur^  nee  exeeptio  rei 
judicatm  ei  proderitj  nam  eisi  eadem  qtiaestio  in  omnibus  judidis 
vertitury  tamen  personarum  mutatio  cum  quibus  singulis  suo 
nomine  agitur  aliam  atque  aliam  remfaeitP 

%  170.  This  principle  that  the  authority  of  res  judical  only 
extends  to  the  parties  to  the  cause,  and  their  successors  is  con- 
nected with  another  which  has  been  already  cited,  viz.,  that  the 
authority  of  resjvdieata  only  applies  to  the  same  matter  in  issue 
in  the  prior  judgment.  Thus,  in  the  preceding  illustration,  the 
judgment  in  favor  of  one  of  the  heirs  does  not  afford  the  exeeptio 
reijvdieatae  to  the  others,  not  only  as  being  res  inter  alios  jvdi- 
catd,  but  also  because  the  object  of  the  demand  is  different.   For 
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although  both  denntnds  are  for  the  Barae  debt  the^  aro  not  -for 
tho  sanio  part.  The  jndgiiient  in  favor  of  one  heir,  has  decided 
nothing  with  reepet-t  to  tlie  parts  of  ihe  others,  and  therefore  as 
to  them  cannot  huve  the  authority  of  res  judicata.  This  irfwhat 
is  niuant  by  tho  jnriat  in  theUiw  ulreudy  cJtcd.  ^'^Mutatioperaon- 
anim  cum  quihiM  singulis  suo  noiniiif  a^ar  aliam  atqiie  aliam 
remfaclt."  So  wliere  a  creditor  h:is  left  several  heii-s,  a  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  the  debtor  upon  thu  demand  of  one  cannot  bo 
made  available  against  the  others,  it  being  as  against  them  ret 
iritep  alios  judicata  and  a  diEForenf;  tiling;  for  the  parts  claimed 
by  the  otlmr  heirs,  altliongh  parts  of  the  same  debts,  are  not  the 
same  parts  which  were  prcvioosly  litigated.  It  is  otherwise 
when  tho  thing  due  to  several  heirs  tir  other  co-proprietors  is 
K)niething  indivisible,  such  as  an  eai^cineDt  or  a  right  of  ecrvi- 
tiide,  for  as  this  is  not  susceptible  of  parts  of  division,  each  is 
creditor  or  eo  proprietor  of  the  whole,  and  therefore  the  judg- 
ment up^^  the  cause  of  action  of  any  one  of  them  is  the  same  as 
the  cause  of  action  of  the  others,  anti  is  eadem  res,  and  tlierefore 
it  is  not  res  inter  alios  judicata  vrhh  respect  to  tho  others;  fiom 
the  indivisibility  of  their  right  they  are  regarded  as  the  same 
party,  and  therefore  the  authority  of  the  judgment  extends  to  all. 
If  it  was  in  favor  of  tlieir  co-proprietor,  or  joint  creditor,  they&re 
entitled  to  tho  benefit  of  it ;  if  it  was  rendered  against  him  they 
are  bound  by  it,  nevertheless;  if  the  judgment  was  fraudulently 
ohtaini^d  or  given  by  collusion,  the  others  are  permitted  to  renew 
tlie  litigation.  "  Si  d^  communi  serfil'ih'  quis  bene  quidem  deheri 
intemiit  sed  aliquo  modo  litem perdi-li'.  ciUpa  sua  non  est  wquum 
hoc  caeteris  damnn  esse,  aed  aiper  ci'll'i-innum,  ceaaii  litem  aduer- 
sario;  caeteria  dandain.  esse  aetionoii  ih  dolo  (that  is,  as  explained) 
replicationem  de  drilo  contra  except /■■n,  m  rei  jvdlcatae"  (The 
judgment  against  one  of  several  uu'diiors  or  co-proprietors  of 
an  iudivisible  rigjit  may  be  avoided  hy  the  others,  for  they  are 
not  obliged  to  allege  collusion  in  order  to  avoid  its  effect;  they 
may  appeal  from  the  judgment,  though  the  mediate  party  has 
acquiesced  in  it.)' 

§  171.  The  same  rule  applies  in  case  of  a  judgment  against 
the  ancestor;  it  has  the  effect  of  ren  adjitdicata  OB  agunet  the 

'  Pierci:  V.  Cliftpmaii,  yi  Gii.  674 
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heirs.  The  successors  of  the  parties,  those  who  succeed  to  their 
rights,  are  regarded  the  same  as  the  original  parties,  therefore,  a 
judgment  for  or  against  them  has  the  same  effect  as  it  had  with 
respect  to  those  whom  they  succeeded.  This  is  indubitable  with 
respect  to  heire  and  other  universal  successors  who  are  in  loco 
Jiaeredum.  In  real  actions,  the  person  who  succeeds  another  in 
the  subject  of  the  action,  even  by  a  particular  title,  is  regarded  as 
the  same  party.  Thus,  if  you  claim  a  certain  estate  from  A.,  the 
judgment  in  his  favor  will  give  the  exceptio  ret  judicatcB,  to  any 
person  afterwards  purchasing  from  him,  for  the  purchaser  is  con- 
sidered the  same  pai'ty  :  "  Cum  ego  et  tu  heredea  Titio  extibiss 
eTnua  si  tu  pa/rtem  fundi^  quem  totum  hereditarium  dicebas  a 
senipronio  petieris^  et  victvs  f%teris  /  mox  eandem  partein  a  semr 
jyronio  emero:  agenti  inecum  familiod  erciscumdoB^  exceptio  obator 
hit^  quia  res  Judicata  sit  inter  te  ^t  vendiiorem  meum  :  nam 
etsi  ante  ea/ndem  rempetisem,  et  ageremfamilim  eriscundal  /  oh- 
sterit  eosceptio  quod  res  judicata  sit  inter  ^ne  et  te^  Upon  the 
same  principle,  if  an  action  is  brought  by  A.  against  B.,the  owner 
of  an  adjoining  estate,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  B.  to 
remove  a  building  which  throws  the  water  from  B.'s  land  on  to 
A.'s,  and  after  judgment  A.  sells  his  estate  to  C,  C.  is  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  exceptio  rei  jvdicatm.  ^'' 8i  egero  cum  vicino 
aqum  pluvicB  ascendoB^  demde^  alteruter  nostrum  proedium  vendi- 
derity  et  emptor  agaty  vel  cum  eo  agatur^  haec  exceptio  nocet  /  sed 
de  eo  opere^  quodja/m  eratfactum^  cum  judicium  acciperetur^ 
There  can  be  no  question  but  what  a  purchaser  has  the  same  right 
as  the  seller  to  the  benefit  of  the  exceptio  reijudicatcB  who  would 
be  bound  to  defend  any  action  against  him  and  tosavehim  harm- 
less from  the  consequences  of  it.  Although  this  principle  is  not 
generally  applicable  to  purchasers  without  warranty,  they  are 
nevertheless  to  be  considered  as  the  same  party  with  the  persons 
to  whom  they  have  succeeded  in  the  property  in  question,  and 
have  the  same  benefit  of  the  judgment.  Thus  if  A.  obtains 
judgment  against  B.  in  regard  to  the  ownership  of  a  certain 
estate  and  that  it  is  not  subject  to  a  certain  easement  claimed  by 
B.,  and  B.  afterwards  institutes  another  action  against  a  party 
succeeding  to  A.'s  estate,  such  party  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  exceptio  reijtuUcateB  against  B.  as  the  successor  of  A.'s  rights. 
The  reason  for  this  rule  is  that  when  a  party  is  contracting  with 
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another  for  the  diBpoeal  of  his  property,  ho  acte  in  bobalf  of 
BDcceaeors  iiB  well  as  liimsclf,  and  whan  ongaged  in  litigation 
regard  to  anything,  the  piirty  is  conteudinii  for  his 
ae  wi-ll  as  for  liitustilf;  and  the  riglit  arising  from  tlie  jadgmeutg 
ouglit.  to  piiBS  to  all  our  anccfissors,  eadeni  emn  d^het  fSM  ra$ 
jtidioiorum  in  quihus  videmur  quasi  contra/iei-e  canveniiont 
As  a  BUccGSBor  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  judgment  in  fav( 
of  the  per^n  under  whom  he  claims,  a  judgment  against  t 
latter  mayvice  versa  he  opposed  to  the  former,  provided  the  til 
has  only  veetud  subsequent  to  the  pruuoeding  in  wbieli  jndgnte 
was  rendered.  Tims  A.  claims  an  estate  from  B.  and  judgma 
18  rendered  againfit  A.  A.  afterwards  mortgages  it  to  C; 
tinbseguently  comnicnees  an  action  to  foreclose  his  mortgage.  '. 
may  plead  the  rei  JudloatcB,  ae  tbe  judgment  in  his  favor  is  co 
elusive  upon  llie  title  of  A.,  and  he  has  no  riglit  to  mortgaj 
B.'8  estnte.  Bnt  if  the  mortgage  had  been  executed  prior  to  ti 
couimeuecmcnt  of  tlie  action,  a  judgment  against  A.  that  ho 
not,  at  the  time  when  the  action  was  commenced,  the  ownei 
the  land,  doqs  not  decide  that  he  was  not  at  the  time  of  cxecQ 
iug  the  mortgage ;  and  C.  may,  notwitbetanding  such  judgmw 
Bhow,  that  at  the  time  his  hen  accrued,  A.  was  the  owner,  n 
eince  that  time  Lad  ceased  to  be,  "  SI  rem  quam  a  te  petia 
Titiits  pignori  Seie  dederit.  deinde  Seius  pignoratitia  advert 
te  utatur  ;  diatinq^uendum.  eat  quando  pignori  dedit  Titivs, 
aiquidam  anta  quern,  peteret ;  non  oportet  ei  nocere  exceptwnf, 
nam  et  iUepeiare  debini,  et  ego  ealoam.  kahtre  deheo  pignorat 
tiam  actionem.,  aed  at  poaiea  quam  petit,  pignori  dedii,  wii 
eat,  et  noceat  exceptio  rei  JudicattB.^'  "  Si  superatua  sit  debtU 
qui  rem  suam  vimlicahat,  quad  auam  non  pi'olat;  aqua  t 
vanda  erit  creditori  a^io  serviana,  probanti,  res  in  hoi 
eo  tempore,  qiu)  pi^rnia  oontra/iehatur  ilUua  fuiese,  aed  et 
victtts  d^tor  vindicana  heredHatctn,  judex  a^tionea 
neyl^ecta  de  heredifate.  dicta  aententia  pignoris  cauaam  in^ioet 
dehet^per  injuriam  viotua  apud  judicium,  rem  quam  petx 
postea  pignori  (Aligavit ;  nonplua  habere  oredit  or pt>teat, 
he^t,  qui pignuB  dedit,  ergo  sum  mr/vetnr  rei  judicatae 
Hone;  lametsi  mamime  nuUam propriam,  qui  vicit,  actionem 
itrcere  posait :  non  enirn  qiiod  ills  non  fiahuit,  aed  quid  in  ea 
quae  pignori  data  eat,  debitor  hahuerit  conaiderandum  eat." 
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§  172.  A  judgment  against  an  heir  oi"  devisee  is  a  bar  to  a 
suit  against  an  executor  or  administrator  for  the  same  demand. 
So  a  cestui  que  trust  is  bound  by  a  decree  against  his  trustee,  as 
in  the  foreclosure  of  modern  railway  mortgages.*  A  judgment 
against  the  executor  is  not  conclusive  in  a  subsequent  suit  against 
the  heir  to  render  the  lands  of  the  testator  liable  tp  the  debt.* 
So,  a  decree  for  the  distribution  of  a  common  fund  among  those 
interested,  does  not  estop  one  who  was  not  a  party  to  the  suit, 
and  has  been  guilty  of  no  laches.  But  it  protects  the  assignee 
who  makes  the  distribution  under  it  pursuant  to  the  decree  ;  but 
one  who  was  not  a  party  to  the  suit,  and  has  not  been  negligent, 
may  follow  the  fund  and  reclaim  his  proportion  from  the  dis- 
tributees.' 

§  173.  A  judgment  against  one  of  the  joint  makers  of  a 
promissory  note,  or  a  part  of  several  joint  debtors,  is  a  bar  to  an 
action  against  both  on  the  original  joint  promise,*  by  the  same 
plaintiff,  because  the  judgment  extinguishes  the  note.  Even 
without  satisfaction,  a  judgment  against  one  of  two  or  more  joint 
contractors  is  a  bar  to  ^n  action  against  the  others.  Within  the 
principle  of  the  maxim,  transit  in  rem  judAoaiAmi^  the  cause  of 
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'  Corcoran  v.  Chesepeake,  &c.  Ck>., 
M  U.  8.  744 

*  Garaett  y.  Macon,  6  Call,  808; 
Stone  V.  Wood,  16  111.  177;  Dorr  v. 
Btockdale,  19  Iowa,  269;  Moss  v.  Mc- 
Cullough,  5  Hill,  181;  Alston  v.  Mun- 
ford,  1  Brock.  266. 

»  Gooding  v.  Oliver,  17  How.  294; 
Williams  v.  Gibb,  17  How.  239. 

«  Mason  y.  Eldred,  6  Wall.  281; 
Bedam  y.  Williams,  4  McL.  51;  Bone- 
steel  y.  Todd,  9  Mich.  871;  Archer  .y. 
Herman,  21  Ind.  29;  Ward  y.  John- 
son, 18  Mass.  148;  Spencer  y.  Dearth, 
43  Yt.  98;  Thomas  y.  Rumsey,  6  Johns. 
26;  People  y.  Harrison,  82  111.  84; 
Suydam  y.  Barber,  18  N.  Y.  468; 
Brady  y.  Reynolds.  13  Cal.  81; 
Wann  y.  McNulty,  7  111.  859 ;  Smith 
▼.  Black,  9  S.  &  R.  142;  Philson  y. 
Bamfield,  1    Brey.   202;    Benson  y. 


Paine,  17  How.  P.  407;  Henderson  t. 
Reeyes,  6  Blatch.  101 ;  King  y.  Hoare, 
2  D.  &  L.  882;  Maghee  y.  Collins,  27 
Ind.  88;  Kingsley  y.  Dayis,  104  Mass. 
178;  Mitchell  y.  Brewster,  28  111.  163; 
Barnett  y.  Juday,  88  Ind.  86;  Har- 
ris y.  Dunn,  18  U.  C.  Q.  B.  852; 
Bank  y.  Hart,  5  Ohio  St.  84;  Root 
y.  Dill,  88  Ind.  169;  Kittering  y. 
NoryiUe,  89  Ind.  188;  Higgins  m  rt, 
8  De  G.  &  J.  88;  Benson  y.  Paine,  2 
Hilt.  522;  Gilraore  y.  Carr,  2  Mass: 
171;  Hallowell  y.  McDoweU,  8  U.  C. 
C.  P.  21 ;  Tinkum  y.  O'Neal,  6  Neb. 
98;  Robertson  y.  Smith,  18  Johns. 
459:  Ward  y.  Johnson,  18  Mass.  148; 
Smith  y.  Black.9  R.  «&  R.  142;  King  y. 
Hoare,  18  M.  &  W.  495;  Gibbs  v.  Bry- 
ant, 1  Pick.  118;  Lewis  v.  Williams.6 
Whart.  264  ;  Anderson  y.  Leyan,  1 
W.  &  S.  834;  Billings  y.  Consequa,  1 
Pet.  C.  C.  808. 
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action  being  changed  into  matter  of  recoi 'J.  Jnd^^e^tu  uch 
a  case  is  a  bur  to  a  eubBequent  action  agaiaEt  tbe  otder  joint  con- 
tiactors,  because  tbe  contract  being  joint  and  not  several,  tbeie 
can  Le  but  one  recovery.  Consequently  tbo  plaintiff,  if  be  pro- 
ceeds agaiuet  one  only  of  tbo  joint  contractors,  loses  his  security 
agiiiust  the  otbere,  tlie  rule  being  that  by  the  recovery  of  tlie 
judgment,  though  against  one  onl),  the  contract  is  merged  and 
a  higher  eecurity  substituted  for  tbe  debt.'  Bat  where  a  con- 
tract is  joint  and  several,  a  judgment  against  one  is  no  bar  to  a 
6ubh>eqnent  action,  nor  ie  the  judgment  against  all,  jointly,  a  bar 
to  a  subsequent  action  against  one  alouc.  For  when  a  party 
entci-8  into  a  joint  and  several  obligation,  he  in  effect  agrees  that 
he  will  be  liable  to  u  joint  action  atid  to  a  several  action  for  the 
debt.  The  contract  does  not  merely  give  tbe  obligee  an  election 
of  the  one  remedy  or  the  other,  but  entitles  him  at  once  to  both, 
thougb  he  can  have  but  one  satisfaction.' 

§  174.  In  regard  to  married  women  there  are  many  quee- 
tiotis  which  at  common  law  might  be  profitably  examined, 
and  in  some  few  States  there  may  be  found  decisions  which, 
pi'0(?e«ding  upon  the  common  law  doctrine  that  a  married 
wotnau  cannot  make  a  valid  or  binding  contract,  and  that  a  - 
judgment  being  the  highest  species  of  contract,  or  in  the  nature 
of  !i  contract,  ergo  she  is  not  concluded  by  a  judgment.  At 
common  law  she  cannot  be  sued.  It  is  otherwise  in  equity.  No 
pL-ri'onal  decree  can  be  entered  against  her,  but  against  her  sep- 
arate estate  only.     Where  the  common  law  is  iu  force  this  rule  is 


'  t^osious  T.  JohnsoD,  OS  U.  8.  847i 
Miison  V.  Eldrcd.  6  Wall.  931 ;  King  v. 
][o:ire,  18  M.  &  W.  494;  U.  8.  v. 
Ames.  99  U.  8.  ai;  Gibba  v.  Bryant, 
1  Pick.  118;  Higgins  in  re,  3  Dc  Q.  & 
J.  3;);  Ward  V.  JoIidsod,  13  Muss.  48; 
BolR'rtson  V.  Smilh,  18  Johns.  430; 
Bi'owD  V.  JoliDson,  13  Gratt.  644; 
Bunk  Y,  Hart,  5  Ohio  S.  33  ;  Pfiiu  v. 
Lorrain,  1  Cin.  73  ;  Roby  v.  Rams- 
bergcr.  27  Ohio  S.  874;  Harvey  v. 
Wild,  L.  B.  14  Eq.  88;  Trafton  v. 
U.  8.,  I  Story  C.  0.646. 


•  U.  S.  V.  Price,  9  How.  88;  Charlea 
V  Hnskiii,  11  Iowa.  82B;  Milcliell  v. 
Libbey,  83  Me.  74;  King  v.  Hoare.  18 
M.  &  W.  S04;  ArmstroDgT.  Prewelt, 
S  Misa.  49«;  EUioU  v.  Porter,  5  Dana, 
399;  United  States  v.  Cushmao,  3 
Sumner,  436;  Higgins'  Case,  6  Co.  41; 
Ward  V.  Johnson,  15  Mass.  148;  Buck- 
land  V.  Johnson,  15  C.  B.  164  ;  Mcb 
V.  Moiillon,  10  C.  B.  570 ;  Harlan  v. 
Berry,  4  Greene  (Iowa).  212;  Lech- 
mere  v.  Fletcher,  I  C.  &  M.  633 ;  Diet 
T.  TollhauseQ,  4  H.  AN.  695;  Mc- 
Ready  v.  Rogers,  1  Neb.  2L 


Personal  Jtidoments. 


the  correct  one.  But  in  EnglanO,  and  in  nlmost  every  one  of  tho 
tTnitod  States,  married  women  Iiavo  by  etatiiiu  [wpu  relieved  of 
tlieir  coniiTion  iaw  disabilitieB.  S^ie  may  tiow  caiifract,  Kue  and 
/re  eued,  as  tf  a/ie  it>ere  sole.  If  bIiq  may  sito,  eliu  must  bo 
bonnd  by  a  judgment  in  her  favor ;  if  it  is  against  Iier,  bIic 
i^nt^t  be  bound  by  it  also.  The  statntce  enianpipating  married 
women  btive  nbrogitted  tlio  common  law  doctrine,  and  tbo 
maxim  rviuvmte  ratione  /^ia  ces&at  et  ipsa  lex  applies.  A  mar- 
ried woman  may  now  appoint  an  agent  or  attorney;  slie  nmy 
employ  counsel,  may  prosocnte  or  defend  actions  in  conrts  of 
jaslice,  and  wlierever  she  may  contract  she  may  be  Ixmnd 
by  a  judgment  against  bcr.  It  is  not  a  question  of  prin- 
ciple resting  upon  the  decision  of  a  common  law  conrt,  but  a 
qnefition  of  statutory  capacity.  Wlien  a  statute,  tlierefore,  re- 
Tuores  tlie  common  law  disabilities,  and  gives  a  married  woman 
the  Kime  rigbts  in  all  respects  as  if  slio  were  unmarried,  »lie  takes 
cbose  rigbts  subject  to  tlie  same  burdens  ae  ber  nnmarried  eieter. 
If  she  admits  a  demand  to  exist  against  ber,  as  alleged  in  the 
complaint,  by  failure  to  defend  tbo  action,  ber  default  or  eoneent 
K  as  valid  or  binding  npon  ber  as  npon  any  one  «uijnr's.' 

There  is  another  reason  why  a  married  woman  should  bo  con- 
cluded by  a  jndgment  against  her,  and  that  is  upon  ibegronnd  of 
waiver.  It  is  unquestioned  that  no  one  can  be  bound  by  a  judicial 
proceeding  withont  being  notified  of  its  pendency.  Every  per- 
Bon  is  entitled  to  his  or  her  day  in  court.  If  coverture  at  com- 
mon law  is  a  ilcfense,  a  bar  to  llie  rendition  of  a  judgment 
against  a  married  woman  ;  if  she  enn  avoid  a  jndgment  by  setting 
up  ibis  plea — and  it  is  well  settled  that  it  is  a  valid  defense  when 
]ileadcd  ;  if  she  is  served  witb  process  and  fails  to  set  np  ber  de- 
fense, why  should  she  in  preference  to  any  one  else  be  permitted 
to  avail  herself  of  a  remedy  which  would  have  successfully  de- 
feated tho  action  i  If  there  is  fraud  or  collusion  in  oiitaining  a 
jndgment,  she  as  well  as  every  other  person  can  avoid  it.  Fraud 
vitiates  a  jndgment  against  any  one.     If  every  available  defense 


'  Spalding  V.  WFilljHa,  7  Biiali,  669;  Uta.  1  Dcv.  Eq,  500;  QamlieLla  v. 
Rnxtpr  V.  D«ir.  3i  Tv\.  17;  Hownnl  Brock,  41  Cut.  71  ;  Piiiwrsoa  v. 
V.  Korth.  S  TtiX,  390;  Vac  Metre  v.  Fraser,  5  LiLAnn.  686:E]soiiv.  Dowd, 
ytoU.  £7  Iowa,   &41;  Qreea  v.  Bran-      40  lod.   300;  Qathiie  V.  Howard,  83 

la,  64. 
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not  set  up  is  merged  in  a  judgment)  except  counter-claimsy  set- 
offs, and  such  are  excepted  by  statute,  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
defense  of  coverture  should  be  excepted  by  courts  when  it  is  not 
by  statute.  Coverture — like  infancy,  usury,  limitations,  etc., — is  a 
personal  plea,  which  may  be  waived.  The  doctrine  may  be  stated 
in  the  language  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  :  "A  mar- 
ried woman  is  allowed,  in  many  cases,  to  contract  and  to  sue  and 
to  be  sued,  as  though  she  were  unmarried,  and  ber  competency  to 
assert  and  maintain  her  rights  either  as  plaintiff  or  defendant  is 
fully  acknowledged.  In  case  she  is  sued  upon  a  contract  she  has 
no  capacity  to  make,  or  against  which  she  has  some  other  valid 
objection,  the  door  of  justice  is  open  to  her,  and  the  Jaw  invites 
her  to  explain  her  case  and  expose  her  objection  reasonably  and 
in  the  due  coui-se  of  proceeding.  The  act  or  matter  may  not  be 
enforceable  against  her  in  case  of  objection  :  yet,  if  she  refrains, 
and  suffers  the  case  to  go  on  to  judgment  against  her,  and  still 
more,  suffers  the  judgment  to  stand,  the  circumstance  that  she 
was  not  originally  bound  will  not  suffice  to  render  the  judgment 
void.  In  case  it  has  not  been  impeached  on  error,  or  appealed, 
it  can  not  be  repudiated  ;  and  when  recourse  is  had  to  legal  pro- 
cess to  enforce  it,  its  conclusiveness  can  not  be  brought  into 
question  on  account  of  the  invalidity  of  the  cause  of  action  or 
the  right  which  she  held  to  successfully  resist  it.  We  are  aware 
that  a  different  doctrine  prevails  in  some  courts  of  high  authority, 
and  it  is  possible  that  reasons  exist  in  their  systems  for  peculiar 
rules.  The  weight  of  authority  is  otherwise,  and  we  are  satis- 
fied that  our  regulations  require  us  to  concur  with  it."* 

She  cannot  plead  ignorance  of  her  legal  rights ;  everyone  is 
presumed  to  know  the  law,  and  there  is  no  exception  to  this 
rule.  It  may  be  convenient  to  plead  such  a  defense  when  a 
party  has  waived  her  rights  after  full  opportunity  to  protect 
them  has  been  afforded  by  law  in  an  impartial  tribunal.  "The 
law  does  not  manifest  sympathy  ;  but  dispenses  even-handed  jus- 
tice. Enthroned  in  its  majesty,  it  smiles  and  frowns  on  all  alike. 
Submission  to  its  authority  is  incumbent  on  all."  If  married 
women  will  insist  on  being  relieved  by  law  from  all  disability 
and  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with  men  and  unmarried 
women,  they  must  assume  the  burdens  as  well  as  the  benefits. 

>  Wilson  V.  Coolidge,  42  Mich.  112. 
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§  175.  At  common  law  personal  jadgments  against  mar* 
ried  women  npon  their  contracts  rendered  upon  default  or 
confession,  have  been  held  void,  and  this  is  the  rule  in 
some  States/  notwithstanding  the  effect  of  emancipation  laws 
placing  them  upon  the  same  footing  as  unmarried  women, 
making  them  sui  juris  as  to  all  transactions  concerning  her 
own  property,  allowing  her  to  embark  in  business  and  carry 
on  trade  as  if  she  were  single.  It  is  difficult  to  forget  that 
the  common  law  rules  in  regard  to  married  women  have 
been  entirely  changed.  Courts  are  human,  and  they  cannot 
forget  that  {notwithstanding  the  statutes)  the  dominion  and 
influence  of  the  husband  is  as  great  as  it  ever*  was,  that 
a  married  woman  is  in  this  respect  as  ignorant  and  incapable 
of  understanding  her  statutory  rights  and  liabilities  as  an 
infant.  Unaccustomed  to  the  duties  devolved  upon  the  husband, 
to  mercantile  and  legal  matters  she  is  now  as  dependent  as  she  ever 
was,  although  she  is  by  statute  sui  juris^  yet  in  fact  she  is  not. 
She  is  not  educated  with  this  object,  her  mode  of  life,  her  object 
in  life,  is  not  to  make  laws  or  break  laws,  nor  is  she  a  separate 
being  from  her  husband  ;  she  looks  to  him  to  care  for  her,  to  pro- 
tect her,  and  instruct  her  as  to  her  legal  rights.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing this,  the  law  cannot  so  regard  her,  when  a  statute  declares 
that  she  may  sue  and  be  sued  in  the  same  manner  as  though  single ; 
that  she  may  accumulate,  sell  and  dispose  of  property  in  the  same 
way,  irrespective  of  the  control  or  dominion  of  the  husband  ;  that 
she  may  make  contracts,  <&c.,  which  she  may  enforce,  and  which 
may  be  enforced  against  her  as  if  she  were  sole.  The  common  law 
rule  ceases,  and  the  maxim  cessOTite  ca/usa^  cessat  effectas^  applies. 

Proceedings  in  court  bind  a  married  woman  the  same  as  they 
do  any  other  person  ;  that  is,  she  is  estopped  by  them.  A  judicial 
proceeding  to  which  a  wife  is  a  party  of  record,  may  be  of  such  a 
nature  that  she  will  not  be  estopped  by  it.'    But,  if  she  is  prop- 

>  Bank  v.   Partee,  90  tl.  8.   881;  Bay.  11»^  Norton  v.  Meador,  4  Saw- 

-Griffith  v.  Clark,  18  Ind.  457;  Mallet  yer,   620;  Casey  v.   Dixon,  51  Miss. 

v.  Parham,  53  Wis.  94;  Morse  v.  Tap-  598;  Bank  v.  Williams.  46  Miss.  629; 

pan,  8  Gray.  411 ;  Griffin  v.  Cliadwick,  Griffin  y.   Ragan,  52  Miss.  78;  Shal- 

44   Tex.  574;    Dorrance  v.   Scott,  8  croas  v.  Smith,  81  Pa.  St.  183;  Fer- 

Wbart  809;    Wallace  7.  Rippon,  2  guson  y.  Reed,  45  Tex.  574. 

•  Crenshaw  v.  Creek,  52  Mo.  9a 
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erly  sned,  in  a  matter  within  the  jariediction  of  the  tribunal,  a 
judgment  on  default  binds  her  the  same  as  it  does  any  other 
person.' 

§  176.  Where  a  married  woman  is  served  with  a  summons  in 
a  suit  against  her,  and  she  confides  her  interest  and  defense  to 
her  husband,  and  he  neglects  to  protect  her  interests,'  or  he 
selects  a  counsellor  her  and  judgment  is  rendered  against  her,  it 
is  as  binding  as  one  against  any  other  person,  unless  it  bo  obtained 
by  the  fraudulent  combination  of  the  husband  or  counsel  with 
the  adverse  litigant,'  and  where  the  declaration  shows  that  the 
contract  was  made  while  she  was  unmarried,  her  coverture  is  no 
obstacle  to  the  recovery  of  a  judgment.*  So  where  her  property 
has  been  levied  on  by  her  husband^s  creditor  and  she  interposes 
a  claim  for  it,  she  is  bound  by  the  judgment.'  So  where  she  is 
made  a  party  to  proceedings  in  aid  of  execution,  any  order  made 
in  such  proceedings  will  he  binding  on  her.'  So  in  an  action  to 
recover  possession  of  a  tract  of  land  by  a  purchaser  under  a  sale 
on  foreclosure  in  an  action  against  a  husband  and  wife,  thewifo 
cannot  resist  the  action  to  recover  possession  on  the  ground  that 
the  property  is  her  homestead  ;  that  matter  should  have  been 
presented  in  the  original  action,  and  if  adjudicated  in  that  suit 
tlie  only  remedy  is  by  appeal  or  review  in  an  appellate  court.^ 
While  a  promissory  note  of  a  married  woman,  executed  during 
coverture,  may  be  void,  yet  in  an  action  thei-eon  if  she  makes 
default  and  a  judgment  is  rendered  against  her,  she  is  forever 
estopped  from  denying  or  collaterally  attacking  it ;  or  if  she  suf- 
fers judgment  to  be  rendered  against  her  in  an  action  upon  a  note 
in  which  she  is  a  co-maker  with  her  husband,  she  cannot  escape 
liability  to  the  judgment  by  pleading  her  coverture.'  A  person 
is  not  concluded  by  a  judgment  or  decree  rendered  in  a  judi- 
cial proceeding,  he  at  the  time  having  no  legal  capacity  to  sue 


»  Van  Metre  v.  Wolf,  27  la.  841; 
Guthrie  v.  Howard,  32  la.  54. 

«  Keith  V.  Keith,  20  Kans.  26. 

»  Vick  V.  Pope,  81  N.  C.  22;  Glover 
V.  Moore,  GO  Ga.  189. 

*  Travis  v.  Willis,  65  mss.  557. 

•  Lewis  V.  Gunn,  63  Ga.  542. 


•  Schrauth  v.  Bank,  8  Daly,  106. 

'  Lee  V.  Kingsbury,  13  Tex.  68; 
Tadlock  v.  Eckles,  20  Tex.  282;  Bax- 
ter V.  Dear,  24  Tex.  17;  Chilson  v. 
Reeves,  29  Tex.  275. 

•  Burt  V.  Hill,  55  Ind.  419;  Wolf  v. 
Van  Meter,  23  Iowa.  897;  Guthrie  v 
Howard,  32  Iowa,  54. 
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or  defend.  In  an  action  by  one  formerly  a  slave,  for  false 
imprisonment :  Held,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  boand  by  a  decree 
of  a  Kentucky  court  adjadging  her  to  be  a  slave,  for  the  reason 
that  by  the  law  of  that  State  a  slave  was  not  a  competent  party 
to  a  snit.' 

§  177.  A  judgment  against  one  co-trespasser  will  not^^  se 
bar  an  action  against  another  for  the  same  or  a  different  asporta- 
tion or  conversion  of  the  same  property  ;  and  to  make  out  a  bar 
in  such  case  it  is  necessary  to  show  not  only  the  first  judgment, 
but  also  that  it  has  been  fully  satisfied  or  released.  The  judg- 
ment alone  does  not  vest  in  the  defendant  the  title  to  the  prop- 
erty converted.'  A  plaintiff  may  maintain  separate  actions  and 
recover  separate  judgments  against  joint  trespassers,  and  may 
elect  to  take  the  largest  sum  assessed,  or  to  proceed  against  the 
solvent  defendants,  or,  where  no  one  of  them  is  able  or  can  be 
compelled  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  judgment  rendered  against 
him,  may  accept  part  satisfaction  from  one  and  still  look  to  the 
others  for  such  balance  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  him  full  legal 
compensation  for  the  wrong  suffered;  but  ordinarily  when  he 
has  made  his  election  he  will  be  concluded  by  it.  Where  the 
injured  party  sues  one  of  several  wrong-doers  and  recovers  a 
judgment,  which  he  elects  to  enforce  and  which  is  in  part  satis- 
fied, he  is  eatoppedy  in  a  subsequent  action  against  a  different 
defendant  for  the  same  cause,  to  claim  a  greater  sum  in  the  way 
of  damages  than  was  adjudged  to  him  in  the  first  action.  The 
plaintiff  may  defer  his  election  by  declining  to  enforce  his  judg« 


»  Wood  ▼.  "Ward.  U.  S.  C.  C.  8.  D. 
Ohio;  8.  C..8C.  L.  J,  188. 

•Lovejoy  ▼.  Murray,  8  Wall.  1; 
MatUiews  v.  Menedge8.2  McLean,  145; 
Wateibury  v.  Westervelt,  9  N.  Y. 
698 ;  Christian  v.  Hoover,  6  Yerg. 
505;  £lliott  y.  Porter,  5  Dana,  299; 
Shakers  v.  Underwood,  11  Bush,  265; 
Blaun  y.  Crocheron,  19  Ala.  647;  8. 
C,  20  Ala.  820;  Dubose  y.  Marx,  52 
Ala.  506;  CoUard  y.  R  R  Co.,  6  F.  R. 
246;  Biinsmaid  v.  Harrison,  L.  R.  6 
C.P.  684;  Atlantic  Dock  Co.  y.  Mayor, 
68  K.  Y.  464;  LivingBton  y.  Bishop,  1 
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Johns.  290;  Osterhout  y.  Roberts,  8 
Cow.  48;  Stone  y.  Dickenson,  6 
Allen,  29;  Murray  y.  Lovejoy,  2  Clif. 
191;  Sheldon  v.  Eibbe,  8  Conn.  214; 
Sanderson  v.  Caldwell,  2  Aik.  195; 
Sharp  V.  Gray,  5  B.  Monr.  4 ;  Jones 
y.  McNeil,  2  Bail.  466;  Elliott  v.  Hay- 
den,  104  Mass.  180;  Morgan  v.  Ches- 
ter, 4  Conn.  887;  Page  v.  Freeman,  19 
Mo.  421;  Floyd  v.  Broune,  1  Rawle, 
125;  EnoU  v.  Cunningham.  2  Sneed» 
204;  Elliot  v.  Porter,  5  Dana,  299; 
Blann  y.  Crocheron,  20  Ala.  820; 
Hyde  y.  Noble,  18  N.  H.  494. 
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nicnt,  leaving  tho  queBtion  of  aaioant  to  wliicb  bu  is  eotitlud  i 
opeii  oue,  cntil  he  Boes  and  rccuvers  against  nil  who  are  liable 
Iiim,  and  then  elect  wbich  judgtiient  ho  will  tnforco ;  or  bu  mi 
«i]c  uptiQ  his  oH|rinat  cuiieu  of  action  and  compel  tJio  dcfvnduiU 
to  rely,  by  plea  or  ae  matter  of  evidence,  upon  the  first  judguien 
and  bis  election  to  eiiforeo  it,  thereby  e&toppiug  uacb  party  froj 
qiiei^tioning  tho  correctriesB  of  that  judgiiicut.  A  judgmeu 
agitiiiBt  a  co-trespasBer  ia  conclusive  upon  both  plaintiffs  »ud  do 
fendants  iie  to  the  amount  of  damages  Eiist;iined  by  the  pluiniifia 
Thus,  in  a  suit  for  tlie  toitioua  conversion  of  property  the  defend 
ant  pleaded  in  bur  tlie  judgment  of  a  bankrupt  court  in  favor 
the  plaintiffs  againat  a  co-treepiuiser  for  the  same  eonversion,  ant 
which  hud  in  the  greater  part  been  eatisGed.  IleUl,  that  thejudg 
ment  of  the  bankrupt  court  aguinat  the  co-tre&pai>aer  is  coticlr^ 
aivu  upon  both  parties  in  the  second  suit  us  to  the  amount  i 
damages.  A  former  recovery  in  trovor,  with  Gtiiisfuction  Uiere'oJ 
is  a  bur  to  an  action  of  dptinue  agaiuel  one  cluiuiing  nnder  tl 
defendant,  uither  before  or  after  the  rendition  of  f^uch  judgiueu| 
Thn»,  a  judgment  on  a  vei'dict  iu  trover  iu  favor  of  the  defend 
ant  is  conclusive  oo  the  pluintiff,  in  an  aetion  of  detinue  institote 
by  him  against  one  claiming  under  said  defendant,  if  the  judg 
ment  was  rendered  before  the  defendant  parted  with  the  pro| 
erty,  unless  the  plaintiff  cluiing  in  the  detinne  suit  ou  «  titi 
acquired  after  the  rendition  of  snch  judgment.'  f;u  where  eopl 
rate  actions  are  brought  ugainst  two  joint  wroug-docre  and  jndj 
ment  is  obtained  ugainst  one,  which  is  satietifd,  ponding  thi 
action  ngaintt  the  other,  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  a  judgment,  cvi 
a  nominal  one,  to  recover  coats.  Tho  judgment  and  aatiBfacti< 
in  the  tirst  cautic  in  pleadable  in  iind  a  bar  to  the  other  actlod 
and  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  costs.' 

^  ITS.  This  doctrine  is  contrary  to  the  English  one,  which 
thus  staled:  "  If  there  be  a  breach  of  contract,  or  wrong  done, 
any  other  cause  of  action  by  one  against  another,  and  judgment  b 
recovered  in  a  couit  of  record,  the  judgment  is  u  bar  to  the  on'j 
inaU'.ausoof  action,  because  it  is  thereby  reduced  to  a  certain ty,Ail 
the  object  of  the  sait  attained,  so  far  as  it  can  be  at  that  stags 
and  it  would  be  useless  and  vexations  toeubject  the  defendant  6 


'  TliomsBon  v.  Odum.  81  Ala.  ! 


•  Sav&ge  V.  SiereDS.  134  Mass.  m. 
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another  suit  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  same  resalt.  Hence 
the  legal  makim, "  transU  m  remjvdloatan^^^^ — the  cause  of  action 
is  changed  into  matter  of  record,  which  is  of  a  higher  nature,  and 
the  inferior  remedy  is  merged  in  the  higher.  This  appears  to  be 
equally  true  where  there  is  but  one  cause  of  action,,  whether  it 
be  ngainst  a  single  person  or  many.  The  judgment  of  a  court  of 
record  changes  the  nature  of  that  cause  of  action,  and  prevents 
its  being  the  subject  of  another  suit,  and  the  cause  of  action,  being 
single,  cannot  afterwards  be  divided  into  two.  Thus  it  has  been 
held,  that  if  two  commit  a  joint  tort,  the  judgment  against  one 
is,  of  itself,  without  execution,  a  sufficient  bar  to  an  action  against 
the  other  for  the  same  cause. 

"  Chief  Justice  Popham  (Cro.  Jac.  74),  states  the  true  ground. 
He  says,  *  If  one  hath  judgment  to  recover  in  trespass  against 
one^  and  damages  are  certain  (that  is,  converted  into  certainty  by 
the  judgment),  although  he  be  not  satisfied,  yet  he  shall  not  have 
a  new  action  for  this  trespass.  By  the  same  reason,  e  oontrd^  if 
one  hath  cause  of  action  against  two,  and  obtain  judgment  against 
one,  he  shall  not  have  remedy  against  the  other;  and  the  differ- 
ence betwixt  this  case  and  the  case  of  debt  and  obligation  against 
two  is,  because  there  every  of  them  is  chargeable,  and  liable  to 
the  entire  debt ;  and,  therefore,  a  recovery  against  one  is  no  bar 
against  the  other,  until  satisfaction.' 

'^  We  do  not  think  that  the  case  of  a  joint  contract  can,  in  this 
i*espect,  be  distinguished  from  a  joint  tort.  There  is  but  one 
isanse  of  action  in  each  case.  The  party  injured  may  sue  all  the 
joint  tort-feasors  or  contractors,  or  he  may  sue  one,  subject  to  the 
right  of  pleading  in  abatement  in  the  one  case,  and  not  in  the 
other ;  but,  for  the  purpose  of  this  decision,  they  stand  on  the 
same  footing.  Whetlier  the  action  is  brought  against  one  or  two, 
it  is  for  the  same  cause  of  action. 

"  The  distinction  between  tlie  case  of  a  joint  and  several  con- 
tract is  very  clear.  It  is  argued  that  each  party  to  a  joint  con- 
tract is  severally  liable,  and  so  he  is  in  one  sense :  that  if  sued 
severally,  and  he  does  not  plead  in  abatement,  he  is  liable  to  pay 
the  entire  debt  ;  but  he  is  not  severally  liable  in  the  same  sense 
as  he  is  on  a  joint  and  several  bond,  which  instrument,  though  on 
one  piece  of  parchment  or  paper,  in  effect  comprises  the  joint 
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bond  nf  all,  and  the  several  bonds  of  eacli  of  the  obligors, 
gives  different  remedies  to  the  obligee, 

"  If  there  bo  a  judgment  against  one  or  two  joint  coQtraotl 
and  the  other  is  aned  afterwards,  can  ho  plead  in   abatemeol 
not?     If  he  cannot,  he  would  bo  deprived  of  a  right  by  the  u 
of  tho  plainlifi,  without  his  privity  or  concnrrence,  in  suing  an 
obtaining  judgment  Against  the  other.     If  be  can,  then  ho 
plead  in  bitr  the  judgment  against  himself;  and  if  that  he  i 
bar,  the  plainiiS  might  go  on,  either  to  obtain  a  joint  jndgni 
against  himself  and  bis  co-con  I  rae  tor,  so  that  he  wonld   bo  ti 
tronbled  for  the  same  caaee ;  or  the  plaintiff  might  obtain  ano' 
jndgmcnt  against  the  co  contractor,  so  that  there  would  be  t 
separate  judgments  for  the  same  debt.     Further,  the  case  wi 
form  another  exception  lo  the  general  rule,  that  an  action  « 
joint  debt,  hatred   against  one,  is  barred  altngelbcr;  the  < 
exception  now  being,  where  one  has  pleaded  matter  of  perso 
discbarge,  as  bankruptcy  and  certificate.     It  is  quite  clear,  indsAJ 
and  was  hardly  disputed,  that  if  there  were  a  plea  in  abateman 
both  must  he  joined,  and  that  if  they  were,  the  judgment  pici 
by  one  would  be  a  bar  for  both ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  hold  ti 
tho  legal  effect  of  a  judgment  against  one  of  two  is  to  depend 
the  contingency  of  borh  beini;  sued,  or  tho  one  against  wl 
judgment  is  not  obtained  being  sued  singly,  and  not  pleadin] 
abatement.     These  considerations  lead  us,  quite  satisfactoriij 
our  own  minfN,  to  the  conclusion,  that  where  judgment  Iimb  bl 
obtained  for  a  debt,  as  well  as  a  tort,  the  right  given  by  tho  , 
ord  merges  the  inferior  remedy  by  action  for  the  same  debt 
tort  against  another  party."' 

§  179.  Where  an  action  is  strictly  a  personal  one  and 
plaintiffs  are  hound  to  join  in  it,  as  in  an  action  of  tresp 
qrtere  cf-auaam  frtglt,  brought  by  tenants  in  common,  a  relf 
by  two  or  more  of  the  plaintiffs  will  be  a  bar  to  the  action.* 


'  Kioga  V.  Hoare,  18  M.  &  W.  484; 
Broome  v.  'Woolon,  Telv.  67;  Brlns- 
mcad  V.  Harrisoo.  L.  R.  C.  P.  6S4. 

'  Austin  V.  Hall,  13  Johnson.  388. 
Decker  V.  Livingston,  15  Johtli.  4SS; 
WUhcarl  T.  Legro.  33  N.  H.  182; 
Bradley   v.    Boyaion,    £2   Me.    290; 


Wteeler  t.  Oorlis,  11  Wend.  ) 
True  V.  Hunlooo,  M  N.  H.  : 
People  V.  Keyser,  88  N.  Y.  ! 
V.  Gni}'.  M  He.  231;  OrOseniU 
Luulwr.  39  Ind.  633;  Stnplclon 
King.  88  Ift.  95;  Bmilh  v.  'Wlky 
Ala.  403. 
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§  180.  A  jiidgmeDt  for  the  defendant  in  replevin  is  conclu- 
sive of  a  right  to  recover  on  the  bond  ;  bat  the  replevying  party 
or  the  sureties  may  prove  title  to  the  property,  in  mitigation  of 
damages, — as,  d.  ^.,  that  he  held  &  chattel  mortage  on  it  which 
antedated  the  levy  on  which  the  suit  was  based/  A  surety  on  a 
replevin  bond  is  not  estopped  by  recitals  therein  to  show  how 
much  of  the  property  mentioned  in  the  writ  was  actually  replevied, 
when  the  officer's  return  is  indefinite  in  this  particular  ;  nor  is  he 
•estopped  by  the  return  of  the  officer,  unless  it  is  definite,  distinct 
and  certain.' 

§  180a.  a  sherifTs  return  to  a  writ  of  Ji.fa.:  "  And  I  have, 
therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  same  written  writ,  levied  upon  all  the 
Tight,  title,  interest,  and  claim  of  the  S.  &  M.  Railroad  Com- 
pany, of,  in,  and  to  the  S.  &  M.  Kailroad,  in  Somerset  county, 
and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  upon  all  the  property,  real,  per- 
gonal and  mixed,  including  locomotives,  cars,  .  .  .  now  in 
the  regular  use  of  the  said  S.  &  M.  Railroad  Oompany,  in  the 
•conducting  of  its  business  as  a  carrier,^' — imports  a  seizure  of  the 
locomotive  and  cars,  and  in  an  action  of  trespass  against  the 
sheriff,  is  conclusive  evidence  against  him  of  such  seizure.* 

A  sheriff's  return  is  of  such  authority  that  it  cannot  be  con- 
tradicted ;*  so  a  sheriff's  recognizance  is  a  record  and  cannot  be 


'  Henry  v.  Qaackenbufih,  48  Mich* 
416;  Bankin  V.  Einsey,  7  111.  App. 

ma. 

•  Miller  v.  Moses.  66  Mc.  129. 

»  Hardesty  v.  Pyle,  15  Ted.  Rep. 
T78. 

*  Rice  V.  Groff,  68Pa.  St.  116;  Till- 
man V.  Davis,  28  Ga.  404  ;  Davant  y. 
Carleton,  57  Ga.  489;  Smith  y.  Emer- 
son, 48  Pa.  St.  456;  Brown  v.  Way,  28 
Pa.  St.  581 ;  Sindall  y.  Thacker,  56  Ga. 
^1;  Woodgate  y.  Knatchdull,  2  T.  R. 
148;  Clerk  y.  Withers,  6  Mod.  296; 
Field  y.  Smith,  2  M.  &  W.  888;  Flud 
V.  Pennington,  2  Cro.  Eliz.  872;  Har- 
rington y.  Taylor,  16  East,  878; 
Whitrong  y.  Blaney,  2  Mod.  11;  Jack- 
son y.  Hill,  10  A.  &  E.  77;  Johnson 


y.  Bartlett,  81  Ind.  406;  Splahn  y. 
Gillespie,  48  Ind.  897;  State  y.  Dayis, 
73  Ind.  859;  Hume  y.  Conduitt,  76 
Ind.  598;  Hite  y.  Fisher.  76  Ind.  281 
Hare  y.  Bedell.  1  Penny  packer,  892 
O'Hara  y.  Baun,  1  Pennypacker,  480 
Railway  Co.  in  re,  40  Ark.  141 ;  Ed 
wards  y.  Tipton,  77  N.  C.  222;  Thomp 
son  y.  Hammond,  1  Edw.  Ch.  497 
Paxson's  Appeal.  49  Pa.  St.  195;  An 
thony    y.    Bartholow,    69  Mo.   186; 
Boque's  Appeal,  88  Pa.  St.  101;  Diller 
y.  Rol)ert8,  18  S.  &  R.  64;  McClelland 
y.  Slingluff,  7  W.  &  S.  185;  Mentz  y. 
Hamman,  5  Whart.  158;  Stein's  Ap- 
peal,  83  Pa.   SL    101;   Newburger's 
Appeal,   88  Pa.   St.  101;    Flick    y. 
Troxell,  7  W,  &  S.  67;  Butler  y.  State, 
20  Ind.  169 
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impcuchei]  or  contradiuted  by  paiol  evidence  other  than  that  wU 
is  uvuilable  against  jiidgiueiita  and  decrees  of  coartR  of  r 
ench  aa  faUe  pei-aonation  ;'  but  vagnenesa  and  want  uf  preeisi 
furnisb  an  exception  to  the  rule.'  So  a  snit  jn  equity  will 
lie  to  set  aEiJe  a  judgment  founded  un  a  regnbir  return  uf  aert 
ujwin  the  allegation  lliat  the  process  was  not  in  trmli  served.  Thii 
impeaching  the  return  collaterally.'  An  offiitir  intrusted  by 
with  the  performance  of  a  public  duty,  of  which  a  record  ) 
been  made,  cannot  impeach  it.*  Parol  evidence  ie  inadraiesB 
to  contradict  an  officer's  return  except  in  a  suit  agaioBt  bim  fd 
false  return  ;'  and  a  defendant  who  is  a  privy  to  a  judgment, 
equally  bound ;  principals  and  sureties  arc  concluded  hy  it,  aD 
<|ne8t.ion  that  was  involved  and  might  have  been  decided  iuast 
cannot  be  rc-opeued  in  an  action  against  a  defendant  who  i 
privy  in  law  to  the  original  jndgtnent ;  bo  if  separate  Guitdi 
brought  for  the  same  cause  of  action  against  co-obligors,  wh 
one  is  principal  aud  the  other  'm  surety,  and  the  principal  is  i 
charged  on  a  trial  of  a  plea  to  the  merits,  which  would  iiuir^ 
both  if  sued  jointly,  such  judgment  is  not  an  estoppel  agall 
the  plaintifi,  if  pleaded  by  the  surety  in  bar  of  tbe  action  aga|| 
him,  for  the  reason  that  strangeis  are  not  bound  by  an  estopp 
nor  can  ihey  take  advantage  of  it.' 

When  the  contract  into  which  the  principal  and  surety  ha 
entered,  is  purely  joint  in  its  origin,  or  is  rendered  so  hy 
form  in  which  action  has  been  brought  npun  it,  a   judgment  ; 
or  against  llie  former,  will,  of  courae,  bo  a  complete  bar  to  aD^ 
future  proceedings  against   the  latter,  as  a  cunsequence  of  thi 
general  rule  of  law,  and  apart  from  the  particular  relations  ej 
iug  between  them.' 

'  Nucken  v,  ( ^ommonweallh,  58  P». 
St.  303;  Newto^  v.  Bank.  14  Ark. 
9:  Bolles  V.  Bnwen.  «  Pf,  H.  134; 
McOoagU  V.  Wellington,  6  Allen, 
505. 


•  Boom  Co.  V.  Finney,  58  Pa.  St. 
200. 

•  Johnson  y.  Jonca,  2  Neb.  128;  Ed- 
words  v.  Tipton,  77  N.  0.  233. 

•  Nucken  v.  Coniinonwc»Itli,  58  Pa. 
Bl.  a03i  Kulilmnn  v.  Orser,  a  Duer, 
SOS. 


'  Boom  Co,  v.Finnpy.58Pa.  St,  1 
Miller  v.  Moses,  S6  Me.  1S9:  Hioid 
V.  Ruchman.  6  Ciii.  53;  Bcnn  v 
Parker,  17  Mass.  591;  Wliitlnker  t 
Sumner.  7  Hck.  SHI;  Reeves  v 
Rouvefl,  33  M\sa.  28. 

•  Bank  v.  Rubiuson,  13  A.rk.  iU 
McClelliind  v.  Ridgway.  13  Ala.  48! 
Mm-ris  V.  Liicag.  8  Btackf.  9;  Stinj 
V.  Kirkputrick,  8  Blackf.  186. 

'  Pente  v.  Atbey.  4  W.   V«.  \ 
Cmw  V.  Bowby.  &8  III. 
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§  181.  A  judgment  involving  the  title  of  the  original  vendor 
to  a  thing  sold,  is  conelnsive  npon  him,  if  the  notice  was  given 
him  of  the  pendency  of  the  action  and  its  nature,  and  it  makes  no 
difference  that  the  action  is  not  against  his  vendee,  bnt  against  a 
subsequent  vendee,  who  in  turn  has  sold  the  property,'  or  if  he 
at  the  trial  disclaim  title.*  So  one  who  sells  chattels  with  war- 
ranty of  title,  and  who,  when  his  vendee  is  sued  for  their  value 
by  the  real  owner,  takes  upon  himself  the  defense  of  the  suit,  is 
bound  by  *^^hc  result,  whatever  may  have  been  the  form  of  the 
action.'  So  subsequent  attaching  creditors  and  the  assignee  of 
the  defendant  upon  t)ie  record,  having  been  admitted  to  defend 
in  his  name,  may  plead  a  former  judgment  by  the  plaintiff,  where 
the  former  defendant  could  have  pleaded  it  as  a  defense.*  Any 
creditor,  who  defends  an  attachment,  on  the  ground  that  the 
debt  attached  is  due  to  him,  is  precluded,  if  he  fail  in  his  defense, 
from  contesting  the  validity  of  the  attachment  as  against  the 
plaintiff,  or  as  against  the  garnishee.  So  an  action  by  a  sheriff 
upon  the  bond  given  by  the  deputy  sheriff,  on  receiving  his 
appointment,  to  indemnify  the  sheriff  against  his  acts  or  omis- 
sions as  such  deputy.  The  surety  in  such  bond  is  estopped  by  a 
verdict  against  the  sheriff  in  an  action  brought  against  him  for 
the  neglect  of  the  deputy,  of  which  action  the  deputy  had  notice 
and  which  he  defended,  although  no  notice  of  the  action  was 
given  to  the  surety.  This  is  on  the  principle  that  the  surety  is 
necessarily  a  privy  at  law,  as  his  bond  was  for  the  purpose  of 
indemnifying  the  sheriff  against  just  such  acts  and  omissions,  and 
made  himself  privy  to  any  action  which  might  arise.*  The 
court  thus  reasons :  ^'  The  defendants  being  jointly  bound  to 
indemnify  the  plaintiff,  they  were  in  privity  of  contract  with 


V.  Campbell,  1  Wend.  50;  Fay  v. 
Ames,  44  Barb.  8^;  Evans  v.  Com- 
mon wealth,  8  Watta,  898;  Eagles  v. 
Kern,  5  Whart.  144;  Shively  v.  United 
States,  5  Watts,  882;  Marshall  v. 
Aiken,  25  Yt.  828. 

1  Thurston  v.  Spratt,  52  Me.  202; 
Olst  V.  Davis,  2  Hill  Ch.  885;  Bender 
V.  Fromberger,  4  Dall.  486;  Hamilton~^ 
V.  CutU,  5  Mass.  840. 


*  Barney  v.  Dewey,  18  Johns.  224. 

*  Jennings  v.  Sheldon,  44  Mich. 
92. 

*  Child  V.  Eureka  Works.  45  N.  H. 
547;  Moore  v.  Speckman,  12  S.  &  H. 
287;  Richards  v.  Watson,  23  Mo.  84; 
Tarleton  v.  Johnson.  25  Ala.  800; 
Wallace  v.  Berry.  51  Vt.  802. 

»  Fay  V.  Ames,  44  Barb.  287;  Ste- 
phens V.  Shafer,  48  Wis.  54;  S.  C,  83 
Am.  R  798. 
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each  other,  and  are  to  be  regarded  and  treated,  qv4>ad  the  con- 
tract, and  the  rights  and  liabilities  connected  with  and  growing 
ont  of  it,  as  one  person.  In  snch  a  case,  notice  to  one  is  notice  to 
all,  on  the  same  principle  as  where  two  or  more  persons  are 
shown  to  be  jointly  bound  by  a  contract,  the  acts  and  admissions 
of  either  are  binding  upon  all  the  others  to  the  same  extent  as 
upon  the  one  doing  the  acts  or  making  the  admissions. 

'^  It  was  no  part  of  plaintiff's  agreement  with  the  sureties  on 
the  bond,  that  they  should  have  notice  of  suits  brought  against 
him  for  the  misconduct  of  his  deputy  ;  and  their  liability  as  in- 
demnitors was  not  made  to  depend  on  such  notice.  The  law 
indeed  required  notice  to  the  deputy,  in  order  that  he  might  de- 
fend, and  discharge  himself  from  the  misconduct  imputed  to 
him,  and  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  judgment  against  the 
sheriff  conclusive,  if  one  should  be  obtained.  The  notice  was 
properly  given  to  the  deputy,  whose  conduct,  only,  was  called  in 
question,  and  who  is  presumed  to  know  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances far  better  than  the  sureties  or  the  sheriff.  If,  in  addition 
to  giving  notice  to  the  deputy,  notice  had  been  given  to  the  sure- 
ties also,  it  would  have  been  little  more  than  an  idle  and  useless 
ceremony,  as  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  all  they  would  or  could 
have  done,  would  have  been  to  refer  the  matter  to  their  princi- 
pal, the  deputy,  and  cast  on  him  the  burthen  of  the  defense,  as 
the  sheriff  has  done. 

^^  By  a  fair  and  reasonable  interpretation  of  the  conditions  of 
the  bond,  the  parties  contemplated  that  actions  might  be  brought 
against  the  sheriff  for  the  acts  or  omissions  of  his  deputy,  and  the 
covenant  of  indemnity  in  the  condition  was  inserted  to  provide 
for  such  contingencies." 

So  a  decree  awarding  money  paid  into  court  to  one  of  several 
contesting  execution  creditors,  is,  if  unreversed  and  unappealed 
from,  conclusive  that  the  party  to  whom  it  is  awarded  is,  and 
that  the  contestants  are  not  entitled  thereto,  and  all  matters  liti- 
gated therein  can  not  be  examined  in  a  collateral  action,  snch  as 
an  action  brought  by  the  sheriff  on  a  bond  of  indemnity  taken 
from  one  of  the  contestants.^  So  a  railroad  company  which  has 
been  notified  of  the  pendency  of  an  action  for  an  injury  occa- 
sioned at  a  railway  crossing,  and  requested  to  defend  the  action, 

«  Noble  V.  Copes  Adm.,  50  Pa.  St.  17. 
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18  bound  by  the  jadgment,  and  it  is  conclusive  against  them,  as 
to  the  canse  of  the  injary  and  extent  of  the  damage,  whether 
they  appear  in  the  case  or  not.'  So  in  a  scvrefadaa  upon  a 
^heriflfs  official  recognizance,  the  previous  jadgraent  of  the  claim- 
ant is  conclusive  of  the  claimant's  right  of  a  judgment  against 
the  sheriff  and  his  sureties,  as  against  all  the  defenses  that  the 
sheriff  might  urge  as  against  him  alone,  except  when  it  is  a  judg- 
ment against  the  sheriff  by  default.*  So  a  verdict  and  judgment 
against  a  city  in  an  action  for  personal  injuries  occasioned  by  a 
-defect  within  the  limits  of  a  highway,  are  conclnsive  evidence  in 
a  subsequent  action  by  the  city  against  the  tenant  of  the  land, 
ivho  had  notice  of  the  pendency  of  the  suit,  and  of  the  city's 
intention  to  hold  him  responsible  for  all  damages  recovered  there- 
in, and  had  an  opportunity  to.farnish  evidence,  and  testified  at 
the  time  of  trial,  although  he  was  not  requested  to,  and  did  not 
take  upon  himself  the  defense  of  that  action,  that  the  highway 
'was  defective,  that  the  person  was  injured  there,  while  using  due 
•care,  and  of  the  amount  of  the  injury ;  but  not  of  the  tenant's 
liability  to  keep  the  place  in  repair,  nor  of  his  having  neglected 
to  do  so,  nor  of  such  negligence  having  been  the  sole  cause  of 
«ucb  injury.'  But  such  person  is  not  concluded  by  such  judg- 
ment, unless  he  had  notice  of  and  an.opportunity  to  defend  that 
action. 

§  182.  £very  person  is  entitled  to  his  day  in  court,  before  his 
rights  can  be  concluded  by  its  judgment.  It  is  a  principle  that 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  jurisprudence  in  civilized  countries, 
that  a  person  must  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  before  a 
court  can  deprive  such  person  of  his  rights.  To  proceed  upon 
any  other  rule,  would  shock  the  sense  of  justice  entertained  by 
mankind,  would  work  great  wrong  and  injustice,  and  render  the 
administration  of  justice  a  mere  form.     Until  a  person  is  made 

1  Yeazic  v.  R.  R,  49  Me.  119;  An-  496;  Portland  ▼.  Richardson,  54  Me. 

drew  V.  Davidson,  17  N.  H.  418;  Col-  46;  Canal  Co.  v.  County,  57  Md.  201; 

bumv.  Pomeroy.  44  N.  H.  19.  B.  C.  40  Am.   R.  430;  Catterlin  v. 

•  Bradley  v.  Chamberlain,  85  Vt.  Frankfort,  79  Ind.  547;  S.  C.  41  Am. 

SSTt\  Chamberlain  v.  Godfrey,  86  Vt.  R.  627;  McNaughton  v.  Elkhart,  85 

B80.  Ind.  884:  Milford  v.  Holbrook,  9  Al- 

»  Boston  ▼.  Worthlngton,  10  Gray,  len,  17;  Chicago  v.  Robbins,  2  Black, 

418. 
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a  party  to  a  suit,  and  is  aflforded  a  reasoDable  opportunity  of 
being  beard  in  defense  of  his  rights,  a  court  has  no  power  to- 
divest  him  of  a  vested  right.  This  is  coeval  with  the  common 
law,  and  lies  at  the  very  foundation  of  our  jurisprudence,  whether 
chancery,  common  law,  or  statutory,  and  applies  equally  to  supe- 
rior as  well  as  inferior  jurisdictions.  Those  only,  who,  in  some 
manner  recognized  by  the  forms  of  law,  become  parties  or  privies 
to  the  record  in  a  suit,  can  be  concluded  by  the  judgment  therein.* 
Parties,  in  the  legal  sense,  are  all  persons  having  a  riglit  to  con- 
trol the  proceedings,  to  defend,  to  adduce,  and  cross-examine 
witnesses,  and  to  appeal  from  the  decision,*  if  any  appeal  lies. 
On  this  principle,  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  in  ejectment,  and 
the  tenant,  are  the  real  parties  to  the  suit,  and  are  concluded  in 
any  future  action  in  their  own  names,  by  the  judgment  in  that 
suit.*  So,  if  there  be  a  trial  between  A.'s  lessee  and  B.,  who 
recovers  judgment,  and  afterwards  in  another  trial  of  title  to  the 
same  lands,  between  B.'s  lessee  and  A.,  the  former  verdict  and 
judgment  will  be  admissible  in  evidence  in  favor  of  B.'s  lessee, 
against  A.;  for  the  real  parties  in  both  eases  were  A.  and  B. 
The  case  of  privieSj  previously  mentioned,  is  governed  by  like 
principles  to  those  which  have  been  stated  in  regard  to  parties; 
the  general  rule  is,  that  the  person  who  represents  another,  and 
the  person  who  is  represented,  have  a  legal  identity ;  and  what- 
ever binds  the  one,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  their  common 
interest,  binds  the  other  also.  Thus,  a  verdict  and  judgment,  for 
or  against  the  ancestor,  binds  the  heir.*  So,  if  several  successive 
remainders  are  limited  in  the  same  deed,  a  judgment  for  one  re- 
mainder-man is  evidence  for  the  next  in  succession.*  But  a  judg- 
ment, to  which  a  tenant  for  Ufe  was  a  party,  is  not  evidence  for 


»  Adams  v.  Filer,  7  Wis.  806. 

•  Carney  v.  Emmons,  9  Wis.  114. 

«  Doe  V.  Huddart,  2  C.  M.  &  R. 
816;  Doe  v.  Price,  Tyrw.  410;  As- 
lin  V.  Parkin,  2  Burr.  665;  Wright  v. 
Jatham,  1  A.  &  E.  8 ;  Dewey  v.  Os- 
born,  4  Cow.  339;  Graves  v.  Joice,  5 
Cow.  261 ;  Jackson  v.  Loomis,  4  Cow. 
168;  Arnick  v.  Oyler,  25  Pa.  St.  506; 
Van  Allen  v.  Rogers,  1  John.  Cas.  283; 
Barley  v.  Fairplay,  6  Binn.  450;  Good- 


tiUe  v.  Toombs,  8  Wils.  118;  Benson 
y.  Matsdorf,  2  Johns.  869;  Jackson  v. 
Randall,  11  Johns.  405;  Jackson  t. 
Stone,  18  Johns.  447. 

•  Calhoun  v.  Dunning,  4  Dall.  120; 
Kinnersly  v.  Orpe,  2  Doug.  517. 

»  Eraser  v.  Council,  19  S.  C.  884; 
Shannon  v.  Taylor,  16  Tex.  418; 
Meeks  v.  Vassant,  8  Sawyer,  206; 
Locke  V.  Norborne,  8  Mod.  142. 

•  Pyke  V.  Crouch,  1  Ld.  Raym. 
780. 
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or  against  the  reversioner,  unless  he  came  into  the  suit  upon  aid 
prayer.^  A  judgment  in  trespass  against  one  who  justifies  as 
the  servant  of  A.,  is  evidence  against  another  defendant  in 
another  action,  it  appearing  that  he  also  acted  by  the  command 
of  A.,  who  was  considered  the  real  party  in  both  cases.* 

§  183.  An  assignee  is  bound  by  a  judgment  against  the 
assignor  prior  to  the  assignment.*  Where  tlie  assignor  of  a  note 
is  a  party  to  a  suit  by  the  assignee  against  the  maker,  he  is  bound 
by  the  judgment,  in  a  suit  by  the  assignee  against  him  for  the 
amount  paid  as  a  consideration  for  the  assignment.^  There  is  the 
like  privity  between  the  ancestor  and  all  claiming  under  liim,  not 
only  as  heir,  but  as  tenant  in  dower,  tenant  by  the  curtesy,  lega- 
tee, devisee,  etc.*  A  judgment  of  ouster,  in  quo  warranto^ 
against  the  incumbent  of  an  office,  is  conclusive  evidence  against 
those  who  derive  their  title  to  office  under  him.  The  advantage 
of  the  q%u>  wa/rranto  as  a  means  of  trying  the  right  to  an 
office,  is  that  as  the  people  are  the  complainants,  the  judgment 
therein  binds  all  the  parties  interested.*  "Where  one  sued  for 
diverting  water  from  his  works,  and  had  judgment,  and  after- 
wards he  and  another  sued  the  same  defendants  for  a  similar  in- 
jury, the  former  judgment  was  held  admissible  in  evidence  for 
the  plaintiffs,  being  prima  facie  evidence  of  their  privity  in 
estate  with  the  plaintiff  in  the  former  action.'  The  same  rule 
applies  to  all  grantees,  they  being  in  like  manner  bound  by  a 
judgment  concerning  the  same  land,  recovered  by  or  against 
their  grantor,  prior  to  the  conveyance.*  The  estoppel  of  judg- 
ment on  a  verdict  applies  in  the  case  of  title  to  realty  only  to 
those  portions  of  the  realty  whereof  the  title  was  formally  put  in 
issue.* 

§  184.  According  to  the  ancient  doctrine  "  8i  egero  cum 
mcvru)  aquaspLuviae  aacendae,  demde  alteruier  nostrumpraedium 

1  1  Buller  Kisi  Prius,  282.  858;  Locke  v.  Norbome,  8  Mod.  142. 

*  KlDnersly  v.  Orpe,  2  Doug.  517.  •  Hartt  v.  Harvey,  82  Barb.  N.  Y. 
»  Tompkins  v.  Hyatt,  28  N.  Y.  347;     66. 

Johnson   v.    Thaxter,   7  Gray,   242;  '  Blakemore  v.  Canal  Co.,  2  C.  M» 

Adams  y.  Barnes*  17  Mass.  366.  &  K.  188. 

4  Elliot  V.  Threlkeld,  16  B.  Mon.  •  Foster  v.  Derby,  1  A.  A  E.  787. 

841.  •  Providence  v.   Adams,  11  R.   L 

•  Outram   ▼.    Morewood,    8  East,  190. 
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"vendiderU,  ei  emptor  agai,  vd  cum  eo  agattir,  haec  Atw^ 
nocet;  sed  de  eo  opere,  quod  jam  erat  factum,  cum  Judioi 
aoi-iperciurj"  there  can  be  uo  qacBtion  but  what  u  piiruliaser  i 
(lie  fiiiiue  riglit  a»  the  Bellcr  to  the  benefits  of  the  eteoeptio 
judicatoB  wlio  would  be  bound  to  defend  any  action  against  1 
und  to  Have  liim  L  arm  less  from  the  coUBequences  of  it.    Altbi 
tiiiii  principle  is  not  generally  applicable  to  purchasers  will] 
warranty,  they  are  nevertheless  to  be  considered  as  the  fil 
party   with  the  persons  to  whom  they  have  succeeded  in 
[>i'U|)crly  in  qneation,  und  have  the  same  benefit  of  tlie  judgiiu 
Jiid^nentaon  questions  of  title  to  lands  are  as  conclusive 
privies,  that  ia,  ou  all  who  claim  by  descent  or  purchase  tliroi 
or  under  the  person  for  or  against  whom  they   are  reudered,< 
ihey  are  on  tbe  parlies  to  the  action.'     The  same  principle  app 
to  chattels,  for  tbe  reason  Ihat  the  title  to  chattels  in   the  yci 
depends  on  the  title  of  the  vendor,  and  whatever  will  opertit) 
an  eetoppel  against  the   vendor  operates  with  the  same  efE 
against  tbe  vendee,'     So  where  in  an  ejectment  suit  to  try  ti 
title  of  land,  the  proceedings  terminated  in  favor  of  ihe  plaintif 
and  after  ibe  decision  the  defendant  cuuveyed  the  property,  aa 
bis   grantee  afterwards  obtained  possession  of  the  land,  4na 
action  for  ejectment  against  the  lalter's  grantee  he  was  estopM 


'  Wood  V.  JncksuD,  3  Wend.  27; 
AdiitDB  T.  Barucs,  IT  Masa.  8(>5:  Eslcp 
V.  Hulclimuo.  14  8.  &  R.  435;  Peay 
T.  DuDtan,  20  Ark.  85 ;  WillinmB  T, 
Lc  Blanc,  14  La.  Adq.  757;  Wilson  v. 
Dttvol,  5  Bosw,  619;  Lee  v.  Kings. 
bury,  13  Tes.  08;  Clink  v.  Tliuralon, 
47  Cal.  21;  Tatca  y.  Yfttes.  81  N.  C. 
3B7;  TimoD  ».  WLitehead.  58  Tei. 
290;  Welton  v.  Co..k,  «1  Ciil.  481; 
JotiDSDn  V.  LuTelncc,  SI  Gb.  63;  Rus- 
sell V,  Farqulmr.  C5  Tc*.  363;  Mont- 
gomery V.  Samory,  flB  U.  8.  483; 
Dunham  v.  Wilfong.  89  Mo.  805;  Sig- 
mond  V.  Havrn,  80  N.  C.  310;  Slrniti. 
more  v.  ClHrk,  70  Mo.  411 ;  Sewell  v. 
Watson,  81  La.  Ann.  589;  Cooper  v. 
Plait,  45  N.  Y.  Super.  Ct.MS;  Comp. 
ton   V.   6i.ndford,   80  La,   Ann.  UaS; 


Deytn  v.  Oltiimwa.  S3  lown,  461 
Goodcuow  V.  LItclifleld,  SS  lown,  £31 
Ptirkurv.  Legg,  13  Itich.  L.  171;Cq| 
Co.  T.  Cobb,  83  111,  183;  Cona.illd 
Connolly,  20  AUun.  350;  Hudiid 
Smith,  39  N.  Y.  Superior  ri.« 
Warner  v.  Trow.  G  Tliomp.  &  C.  I§ 
Mayo  V.  Foley.  40  Cal.  881;  Morg* 
V.  Barker.  86  Vt.  802;  McCravey  i 
RcDiBen,  1(1  Ala.  430;  Boynloa  v.Wl 
lard,  10  Pick.  166;  Tbomison  j 
TbompsoD,  81  Ala.  108;  CuDDingU 
V.  HnrriB,  0  Cal.  81 ;  Cniiimell  v,  fl 
wel,  a  H.  &  N.  617;  Marab  v.  PUiS 
Ruwlc.  273;  Bank  v.  MtEce.  a  R 
St.  S18;  Finney  v.  Boyd,  80  Wis.  971 
Campbell  r.  Cross,  SO  Ind.  163. 

'  Mitchell  V.  Peace,  7  Cush.  t 
Piirker  v.  Lfggett.  13  Hicb.  L.  ] 
Coul  Co.  T.  Cobli,  82  111.  188. 
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from  denying  the  plaintiff's  title  because  of  the  former  suit  hj 
his  grantor.*  In  trespass  quare  clau8tt/mj^re(/it,  where  the  ques- 
tion of  title  is  directly  involved  and  adjudicated,  and  a  judgment 
rendered  by  a  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  it  will  con- 
'  elude  the  parties  and  operate  as  an  estoppel,  if  it  appears  on  the 
face  of  the  record,  or  as  conclusive  evidence  in  relation  to  title 
in  any  subsequent  litigation  of  that  matter  between  them.*  So, 
where  a  grantor,  by  warranting  title,  places  himself  in  the  position 
of  a  guarantor,  a  judgment  in  ejectment  against  him  will  be 
prima  fade  evidence  in  an  action  of  covenant  against  the 
grantor.* 

§  185.  A  judgment  or  decree  in  an  action  to  foreclose  a 
mortgage  lien  upon  land  binds  all  the  estate  in  the  land  which 
was  hold  by  the  parties  defendants  to  the  action  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  or  which  they  or  any  of  them  may 
sell  to  a  third  person,  pendente  lite,  with  notice  of  the  action,  and 
they  are  estopped  from  questioning  it  unless  it  was  taken  by 
fraud  or  collusion  of  any  defendants  to  whose  interests  in  the 
mortgage  premises  the  subsequent  purchaser  had  succeeded/ 
The  general  rule  is  that  a  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  is  conchisive 
between  parties  and  privies,*  and  where  railroad  contractors  are 
made  parties  to  a  bill  of  foreclosure  and  allow  a  decree  to  be 
taken  against  them  pro  confeeso  they  are  bound  by  the  decree/ 

§186.  Ordinarily  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction is  conclusive  between  parties  to  it.  One  who  is  neither 
a  party  or  privy  or  purchase^  pendente  lite,  is  not  bound,  but 


*  Scheetz  v.  Fitzwater,  5  Pa.  St. 
126;  Mtlvin  v.  Proprietors,  5  Met.  15; 
Sawyer  v.  EendaU,  10  Cush.  241; 
Wmiams  v.  Dongan,  20  Mo.  186;  St. 
Louis  ▼.  Gorman,  20  Mo.  693;  Shaw 
v.  Nicholay,  80  Mo.  99;  Holton  v. 
Whitney,  80  Vt.  405;  McNealy 
v.  Langao,  22  Ohio  St.  82;  Nelson  v. 
Trigg,  4  Lea,  705;  Whitford  v.  Crooks, 
Mich.  1884;  8.  C.  80  A.  L.  J.  452. 

*  Pitkins  v.  Leavitt,  13  Vt.  879; 
Paul  v.  Witman,  8  W.  A  S.  407. 

*  SmaU  V.  Leonard,  26  Vt.  209. 

«  Amador  Co.  v.  MitcheU,  59  Cal. 


168. 

•  Groesbeck  v.  Ferguson,  48  Iowa, 
632;  Witherbeo  v.  Slower,  23  Hun, 
27;  Spinks  v.  Glenn,  67  Ga.  744; 
Markson  v.  Ide,  29  Eas.  649;  GuL 
breath  v.  Drought,  29  Kas.  711; 
Hicks  V.  Aylsworth,  13  R.  I.  562. 

•Woods  V.  Ry.  Co.,  99  Pa.  St. 
101;  Jerome  v.  McCarter,  94  U.  S. 
7a5;  Westcott  v.  Edmonds,  68  Pa.  St. 
86;  Taylor  ▼.  Cornelius,  60  Pa,  St. 
198;  Wilhelm's  Appeal,  79  Pa.  St. 
120;  Glflard  v.  Hoit,  1  Sch.  &  L, 
408. 
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lie  who  purcliaees  or  goes  into  possession  during  the  peodonc/ 
tie  suit  is  bound  by  tbe  decree  that  is  made  aguinst  the  pel 
fi'oin  whom  he  derives  title.'  The  law  is  that  ho  who  intcrml 
dies  with  property  io  litigaliou  does  it  at  his  peril,  und  is  as 


'  Finauj  ».  Boyd.  38  Wis.  866; 
nil)  V  UllpUiL&t.  41  Pu.  St,  804;  Wnod. 
iiw  V.  Cli^mod*.  82  la.  380:  Frnicli  v. 
Bliolwi'll.  B  Johns.  Ch.  5M;  Craid  v. 
■Wnril,  81  Bnrb.  377;  Wnllers  v. 
Rlolit.  aa  Md.  210;  Warner  v.  Trow. 
35  Win.  I9:»;  Tilwn  v.  Cofli-ld,  US  U. 
S.  18J(;  Corporan  t.  CljyBiipoake,  &c, 
Co.,  04  U.  8.  741;  Ketrkon  v.  Slow- 
art.  93  U.  8.  155;  Fogarty  t.  Sparks, 
•.;3C'al.  143;  Sunipsoii  v.  Olilcyar,  32 
Cul,  300,  Bttuk  V.  Spmgue.  21  N. 
J.  Eq,  530;  Mcrrilt  v.  Egan.  69  III. 
2\2;  Wulden  v.  Bodlcy's  Hi'irs,9  Hon. 
31;  Hiiynos  t.  CBlderwood,  23  CiU. 
400;  Foster  t.  Wells,  4  Tei.  101; 
Bank  V.  Andrews.  J3  Hckk.  yOO; 
Berry  v.  Whitlakpr,  68  Mf,  428; 
Crooker  v.  Ciookcr.  57  Me.  893;  Com- 
monweftlib  v.  OielTeiib:iob,  8  Oraiu 
Cua.  SOS;  Siioi«iy  v.  Buciland,  'Jl^tiiu 
O.  C.  588;  Hurt  v.  Marslmll,  4  Mhin. 
204;  Coolpy  V.  Bruyion,  18  liiwa,  10; 
Wellon  V.  Cook,  81  Ciil.  481 ;  Savage 
V.  SLiTiuHn,  24  Him,  itOT;  Anisdur 
Co.  T.  MilclJoll,  &9  (-'III.  108;  Hershey 
V.  T<,rbeu,  37  Pa.  St.  18;  UaU  v.  Jack, 
83  Md.  BOH:  Yoiingman  v.  B.  R.  Co.. 
6.-  Pu.  St.  278:  Eiirclli  v.  Dclassns.  18 
La.  Add.  2S0;  Hiuaon  t.  Saloy,  12  Ln.. 
Aqd.  T76;  Horn  v.  Jooca.  28  Oa.  194; 
Cnldewood  v  Lewis,  28  Cnl.  335; 
nurlbut  V.  Bulifncip.  27  Ca!.  50; 
Montgomery  v.  Byera,  31  Cal.  104; 
Tiuplt  V.  Truett.  88  lod.  16;  Hughee 
V.  Wbidaker,  4  Uwk.  89tt;  Boutden 
V.  l^annnlian,  29  Md.  2o0;  Slu-ridan 
V.  Andrews.  40  N.  Y.  478;  Porter 
V.  Bari'lny,  18  Ohio  6.  546;  Bor- 
roiracale  v.  TuKle.  5  AHeti.  397; 
Turner  v.  Balib,  00  Mo.  343;  Pindall 
V,   Trevor,    80   Ark.   249;   Martin   v. 


BikcB,  1  Cms.  in  Cix.  ISO;  Oulpepi 
Austin,  2  Cti.  Ca.1.  115  ;  Oulll' 
Ward.  3  Alk.  174;  SorreU 
penUir,  2  P.  Wins.  483;  Anon,, 
Vrni.  818;  Fineh  v.  Newoliuitt 
Vera.  81U;  WuUcer  v.  Smallwt 
Ainb,  076;  Btxhop,  &c.  v.  P»iD«| 
Vea.  194:  Brlliuny  v.  Sabine.  7  [>« 
A3.  506;  S<H-ontb  v,  Steele,  $0  Be 
04;  Nurlon  v.  Birgc.  SO  Conn.  J 
Lw  V.  Sttlinus.  15  Tex.  4M:  Maw 
Anlbony.  11  Ark.  411:  SUolwHI 
LawsoD,  80  Mi^B.  27;  CnprnbnTri 
Hitffaker,  0  fi.  Mod.  18;  Juckaoi 
Warren,  83  111,  831;  Loomis  V.  W 
24  111-  307;  Inloc  v,  Uiirvcy.  11  ! 
510;  Slarp  v.  Liinley.  84  Cal.  I 
Murray  v.  Bailou.  1  JnUn,  Ch-  I 
Kimberling  v.  Uortley.  1  McCn 
136;  Sloore  v,  Hershey,  90  Pa. 
tWJ;  Eunz  v.  BiicIjiuuu.  61  How. 
B19:  GoiiIJ  V.  Di-'nclriekBOD,  W 
518:  BniUb  v.  Coker.  05  Qa.  4B1:  M 
wards  V.  Norton,  65  Tex.  405;  1 
Ilmntb  V.  Hollander.  73  Mo.  10S{ 
C,  30  Am.  R.  484;  Rollins  <r.  Hh 
78  N.  C.  343;  Drake  V.  CrowcH,  4 
J.  L.  58;  Rider  v.  Eelso.  53  lo 
38":  Moiiigomery  v.  Birgo.  SI  i 
14fl:  Allen  v.  Poole,  54  lUss,  i 
Murray  v.  Lyibum,  3  Jobns.  Cb.  ' 
SmiUi  V.  Furd.  48  Wis.  115;  Tp 
way  T.  MeDoQidd,  51  Iowa,  683;  Ji 
V.  McNarrin.  68  Me.  834;  BUacb 
v.  Ware,  48  Iowa,  530:  Badgi!« 
Danid.  77  N.  C.  251;  UarmoiK 
Byiam,  11  W.  Va.  511;  Hnnwi 
Armetrnng.  23  111.  443;  JuDOt. 
CUiles,  3  Dunn.  35;  Ilowiird 
nedy,  4  Ala.  503;  Smilli  v.  Tr^iutNt 
MoLoiin.  87;  Wallin  t.  iliifl.  J 
Sueed,  >]a:  JiKkson  v.  TuuJe.  9  OOI^ 
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clnsivelj  boand  by  the  results  of  the  litigation,  whatever  they 
may  be,  as  if  he  had  been  a  party  to  it  from  the  outset.^ 

§  187.  If  the  party  himself  who  is  the  victim  of  fraud  or 
usury  chooses  to  waive  his  remedy  and  release  the  party,  it  does 
not  belong  to  a  subsequent  purchaser  under  him  to  recall  and 
assume  the  remedy  for  him.  If  a  judgment  was  fraudulent  by 
eollusion  between  the  parties  to  it,  on  purpose  to  defraud  a  sub- 
sequent purchaser,  the  case  would  present  a  very  distinct  ques- 
tion. But  if  the  judgment  was  fraudulent  only  as  between  the 
parties,  it  is  for  the  injured  party  alone  to  apply  the  remedy.  If 
he  chooses  to  waive  it  and  discharge  the  party,  it  can  not  consist 
in  justice  or  sound  policy  that  a  subsequent  purchaser,  knowing 
of  that  judgment,  should  be  competent  to  investigate  the  merits 
of  the  original  transaction  as  between  the  original  parties.  Quia- 
qtie  potest  renunoiare  jure  pro  se  introduoto.  Feuds  and  litiga- 
tion would  be  interminable  if  any  distinct  purchaser  of  distinct 
parcels  of  land,  affected  by  a  judgment  existing  and  known  when 
they  became  interested,  could  overhaul  the  judgment  upon  an 
allegation  of  usury,  extortion  or  fraud  practiced  upon  their  prin- 
cipal, the  vendor,  when  he  himself  chooses  to  acquiesce  in  the 
alleged  injury  or  has  expressly  waived  all  complaint.  A  fraud 
can  Only  be  avoided  by  him  who  had  a  prior  interest  in  the 
estate  affected  by  the  fraud,  and  not  by  him  who,  subsequently 
to  the  fraud,  acquired  an  interest  in  the  estate.'  Can  it  be  pos- 
sible that  a  stranger  to  the  judgment  and  a  voluntary  purchaser 
under  it,  and  with  knowledge  of  the  subsequent  suit,  can  be  per- 
mitted to  compel  the  defendant  to  discuss  the  merits  of  that 
judgment  over  again  with  him,  to  have  his  right  and  interest 
twice  tried  and  twice  jeopardized  on  a  charge  of  fraud  ?  It  would 
be  an  anomaly  in  our  jurisprudence  for  such  a  subsequent  pur- 
chaser to  be  enabled  to  revive  the  litigation.  He  is  precluded  as 
being  a  volunteer  under  a  judgment  between  other  pei'sons.  He 
is  emphatically  precluded  from  coming  into  a  court  of  equity 

^3;  Peevy  ▼.  Cabanis,  70  Ala.  253;         i  Inloe  v.  Harvey,  11  Md.  519;  Sals- 

Weyh  V.  Boylan,   63  How.  Pr.  397;  bury  v.  Benton,  7  Lans.  353;  Harring- 

Plumer  v.   Boom  Co.,  49  Wis.  449.  ton  v.  Slade,  19  Barb.  162;  Tilton  v 

See  Herman  on  Executions,  p.  494;  Cofield,  98  U.  S.  168. 
Herman  on  Real  Estate  Mortgages,         *  Upton  ▼.  Bassett,  ('ro.  Eliz.  446. 
VoL  2,  Chap.  12, 
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after  those  persons  under  whom  he  clainis  have  litigated  tin 
ity  of  the  judgment,  and  consented  upon  fair  terms  to  a  decil 
vaiving  all  objections  to  tlie  judgment  and  recognizing  its  ol 
gati<m.     The  jiidjjinent  pi'eclndea,  on  general  priuoi|ile8,  for  ) 
purchaser  voluntarily  comes  in  under  the  judgment ^w  &f>n4 
maloy  and  except  in  the  special  case,  in  wliich  the  judgment 
confoeifed   collusiveily  and  hy  a  corrupt  agreement  to   d«fi 
eomc  subgc<]uent.  pnrchuser,  he  must  take  the  lion  as  lio  Sndri 
and  has  no  business  to  interfere  with,  the  contracts  of  other 
pie.     The  decree  affirming  the  jodginent  preulndea  him  alao,^ 
canecitgives  the  judgment  theadditional  force  of  a  r£0  a<(/u<2Ml 
between  the  parties  to  the  judgment,  after  thcj  had  raised  qa 
tions  on  the  judgmeut  themselvea.     An  attempt  of  this  kind, 
BUCOcBsful,  would   be  unprecedented  and  contrary  to  tlie  mot 
obvious  principles   of  public  policy.     It  would  contravene   thi 
sound  maxim  of  the  common  law,  that  expedit  reipublioa  lit 
finis  litium.'     In  order  to  constilnto  a  litis  j)endentia  there 
be  a  continuance  of  lUia  contestatio,  and  something  mast  be 
to  keep  it  alive  and  in  activity. 

§  187a.  "  The  doctrine  of  ^M^uJffn^isthis,  that  real  ppopt 
or,  to  some  extent,  personal  property,  when  it  has  been  put' 
litigation  by  a  suit  in  equity,  in  which  it  is  specifically  descHl 
will,  if  the  suit  is  prosecuted   with  diligence,  be  bound  by  th 
final  decree,  notwithstanding  any   intermediate  alionution.     TL 
doctrine,  as  stated,  does  not  reach  a  case  where  a  party  iseeetd 
to   recover,   not   any  specified  property,  but  the  ainif 
of   certain  property.     The  doctrine  is  founded   on   the  p<d 
that  property    which   is   specifically   sued   for  shall   abide 
result  of  the  suit,  for  utberwiae,  by  successive  alienations,  the 
gallon  might  he  indefinitely   prolonged.'     The  doctrine  rel 
only  to  changes  of  ownei-ship,  but  assumes   that  the  propi 
itself  will  remain  either  identically  the  same,  or  be  at  least  I 
cifically  ti-aceable  into  some  new  form  in  which  it  can  be  react 
The  doctrine  is  not  a  favorite  of  the  courts,  and  will  not 
extended  without  strict  necessity,"' 


'  French  v.  Sliotirell,  G  Joline.  Cta. 
>fi;    SUmtiroore  t.    Clark,    70  Mo. 


*  Bellamy  v.  Babioe,  1  De  O.  Alj 
'  Leitch  V.  Welle.  *B  N.  Y.  88 
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As  all  people  are  Bopposed  to  be  attentive  to  what  passes  in  a 
conrt  of  justice,  and  it  is  to  prevent  a  greater  mischief  that  would 
arise  bj  people's  purchasing  a  right  under  litigation  and  then  in  S 

contest,  that  this  principle  has  been  established/ 

A  purchase  of  a  right  which  is  nndergoing  a  judicial  inves- 
tigation is  a  f rand  upon  the  plaintiff,  and  is  so  far  considered  a 
nullity  that  it  cannot  avail  against  his  title.* 

§  188.  A  suit  duly  prosecuted  in  good  faith,  and  followed  by 
a  judgment  or  decree,  is  constructive  notice  to  every  person  who 
acquires  from  a  defendtLuty  j}endente  lite^  an  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  litigation,  of  the  legal  and  equitable  rights  of 
the  plaintiff,  as  charged  in  the  bill  or  complaint,  and  established 
by  the  judgment  or  decree.  This  effect  of  a  successful  litiga- 
tion in  subordinating  the  title  of  a  purchaser  pending  a  litigation, 
to  the  rights  of  a  plaintiff,  as  established  in  the  suit,  is  not  derived 
from  legislation.  It  is  a  doctrine  of  courts  of  ancient  origin, 
and  rests  not  upon  the  principles  of  the  court,  with  regard  to 
notice,  but  on  the  ground  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  that  the  decision  of  the  court  in  a  suit  should  be 
binding,  not  only  on  the  litigant  parties,  but  also  upon  those  who 
acquire  title  from  them  during  the  pendency  of  the  suit.  Such  a 
purchaser  need  not  be  made  a  party,  and  will  be  bound  by  the 
decree  which  shall  be  made.  Although  the  maxim  is  ^^pendefrvte 
lite  nil  innovetur^^^  the  maxim  is  not  to  be  understood  as  war- 
ranting the  conclusion  that  the  conveyance  so  made  is  absolutely 
null  and  void  at  all  times  and  for  all  purposes.  The  true  inter- 
pretation of  the  maxim  is,  that  the  conveyance  does  not  vary  the 
rights  of  the  parties  in  that  suit ;  and  they  are  not  bound  to  take 
notice  of  the  title  acquired  under  it,  but  with  regard  to  them  the 
title  is  to  be  taken  as  if  it  had  never  existed  ;  but,  in  order  to 
make  Us  pendens  notice,  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  a 
close  and  constructive  prosecution  of  the  Ii8j>enden8y  the  protec- 

Gardner  v.  Peckham,  18  R.  I.  102;  18;  Bellamy  v.  Sabine,  1  De  G.  &  J. 

Miles  y.  Left,  60  Iowa,  1S8;  Dovey's  660;  White  v.  Perry,  14  W.  Va.  66. 

Appeal,  97  Pa.   St.   158;  MuTay  y.  >  Worsley  y.  Scarborough,  8  Atk. 

Lylburn,  2  Johns.  Ch.  444;  Warren  v.  892. 

Harcy,  97  U.  8.  96;  Eiefler  v.  Ehler,  t  Murray  y.  Lylbum,  2  Johns.  Ch. 

18  Pa.   St.  888;  Stone  y.  Elliou.  11  441. 

Ohio  St  252;  Mims  y.  West,  88  Ga. 
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tion  may  be  loet  before  the  termination  of  the  action,  by  negli* 
gence  in  its  prosecution.' 

A  purchaser  j>^n(2^^  Ute  will  hold  in  subservience  to  the  rights 
of  the  parties  as  finally  determined  in  the  pending  litigation.' 

A  plaintifE  is  not  compelled  to  bring  in  any  party  who  has 
succeeded  to  the  rights  of  the  defendant  pendente  lite.  In  case 
of  death,  marriage,  or  other  disability,  he  may  continue  the  suit 
by  motion  against  the  personal  representative  or  successor  in 
interest ;  but  in  other  cases  the  action  continues  in  the  name  of 
the  original  party,  and  the  other  is  bound  by  the  judgment  if  a 
privy,  or  the  court  may  allow  such  new  person  in  interest  to  be 
substituted.'  So  in  an  action  upon  a  tax  deed  a  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff  binds  a  subsequent  grantee  of  the  defendant,  so  that 
he  cannot  in  ejectment  set  up  a  title  in  a  third  party  paramount 
both  to  that  of  the  plaintiff  and  to  that  of  his  grantor/ 

This  principle  applies  with  equal  force  to  real  or  personal 
property.  The  only  exception  to  this  rule  is  that  made  to  nego- 
tiable paper  prior  to  its  maturity.  If  such  paper  is  past  due  and 
in  the  possession  of  the  payee,  it  is  held  to  be  affected  with  the 
notice  which  every  one  is  bound  to  take  of  an  action  pending 
against  the  owner  of  real  or  personal  property,  if  it  can  be 
placed  un^er  the  control  of  the  court.*  The  reason  of  the  rule  in 
its  application  to  real  is  equally  imperative  in  its  application  to 
personal  property.  Personal  property  can  be  disposed  of  with 
greater  facility  than  real,  but  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  upon 
which  to  base  a  rule  exempting  personalty  from  the  application 
of  the  doctrine  of  lis  pendens^  provided  there  is  good  faith  and 
due  diligence  used  in  the  prosecution  of  the  action  to  final  judg- 
ment.    The  facility  with  which  personalty  can  be  disposed  of, 


>  Herman  on  Executions,  p.  494. 

«  Alwood  V.  Mansfield,  59  111.  496; 
Hoole  V.  Atty.  Genl,  22  Ala.  190; 
Green  v.  White,  7  Blackf.  242; 
Knowles  v.  Rabein,  20  Iowa,  101; 
Blanchard  v.  Ware,  87  Iowa,  805; 
Bayer  v.  Cockrill,  8  Kas.  282;  Mont- 
gomery  v.  Birge,  31  Ark.  149;  Horn 
V.  Jones,  28  Cal.  194;  Tniitt  v. 
Truitt,  38  Ind.  16;  Sharp  T.  Lumley. 
84  Cal.  611. 


'  y oorhees  ▼.  Seymour,  26  Bftrb. 
N.  Y.  569. 

*  Finney  v.  Boyd,  26  Wis.  366. 

» Murray  v.  Ballow,  1  Johns.  Ch. 
566;  Tabb  v.  Williams,  4  Jones  £q. 
352;  McCutchen  v.  Miller,  31  Miss. 
65;  Tyler  v.  Hyde,  2  Blatchf.  C.  C. 
308;  Leitch  v.  Wells,  48  Barb.  687: 
Scudder  v.  Van  Ambergh,  4  Ed.  £q. 
29;  Diamond  y.  Lawrence,  87  Pa. 
858. 
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thus  enabling  a  debtor  to  defeat  the  payment  of  his  just  obliga- 
tions and  render  a  judgment  practically  worthless,  presents  the 
strongest  reason  for  the  necessity  of  its  application  to  all  classes 
of  property  except  negotiable  paper  prior  to  its  matarity.' 

§  189.  Without  going  into  a  complete  examination  of  this 
•doctrine  and  the  conflicting  decisions  in  regard  to  its  appli- 
cation, it  will  be  sufficient  for  our  purpose  to  state  the  gen- 
eral doctrines.  First.  Ids  pendens  commences,  except  where 
the  statute  regulates  the  time,  when  the  summons  is  served, 
or  where  the  process  issues  from  a  court  of  record,  when  the 
complaint  or  bill  is  filed,  in  good  faith,  with  intent  to  have 
process  issued  and  served  upon  the  defendant,'  or  from  the 
time  it  is  served  in  accordance  with  the  statutory  mode  of  ser- 
vice, either  constructive  or  personal.*  Second.  The  action  must 
be  for  some  certain  and  specific  thing,  which  must  be  affected 
by  the  judgment  or  decree  rendered  in  the  action.  Thus,  an 
action  for  a  divorce  will  not  operate  as  a  ^  pendens,  for  the 
reason  that  the  cause  is  general  and  does  not  apply  to  any  certain 
estate.*  Third.  The  property  upon  which  the  lis  pendens  is  to 
operate  must  be  so  identified  in  the  action  as  to  notify  all  who 
may  subsequently  become  interested  in  the  estate  that  there  is  an 
action  pending  which  may  or  will  affect  it,  and  that  if  they 
become  interested  in  it  they  do  so  at  their  peril — that  is,  it  must 
be  sufficiently  certain  to  give  the  means  of  distinct  and  intelli- 
gible information  of  the  matter  to  which  it  relates.  Fourth.  The 
Buit  must  be  prosecuted  to  a  final  determination  without  unneces- 
sary delay.  It  must  not  be  commenced  and  continued  from  term 
to  term  at  the  will  of  the  parties,  and  after  years  of  delay  then 


>  MimsT.  West,  88  Ga.  18;  Winston 
T.  Westfield,  22  Ala.  760. 

•Powell  V.  Wright,  7  Beav.  444; 
Haughwout  V.  Murphy,  22  N.  J.  Eq. 
545;  Butler  v.  Tomlmson,  88  Barb. 
641;  Allen  v.  Mandeville,  26  Miss. 
897;  Edwards  y.  Banksmlth,  85  Ga. 
218;  Herrington  v.  Herrington,  27 
Mo.  500;  Lyle  t.  Bradford,  7  Men. 
114;  Kellogg  v.  Fancher,  28  Wis.  21; 
MiUer  v.  Sherry,  2  Wall.  287;  Good- 
win Y.  McGehee,  15  Ala.  282;  Wick- 


lifFe  ▼.  Breckenridge,  1  Bush,  448; 
Leitch  V.  Wells,  48  N.  Y.  685. 

*  BenneU  v.  Williams,  5  Ohio,  461; 
Carter  t.  Miller,  80  Mo.  482;  Chan- 
dron  V.  Magee.  8  Ala.  570;  Clevinger 
T.  Hill,  4  Bibb.  498;  Hayden  ▼.  Buck- 
ling, 9  Paige,  511;  Miller  ▼.  Kershaw, 
1  Bailey,  479;  Allen  y.  Case,  18  Wis. 
621. 

*  Hamlin  y.  Beayan,  7  Ohio,  161; 
Brightman  y.  Brightman,  1  R  L  118; 
Feigley  y.  Peigley,  7  Mich.  587. 
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disposed  of.    Negligenee  in  itB  proseeation  will  terminate  the 
protection  affonied  bj  the  notice.' 

AH  who  acquire  title  to  real  estate  from  a  defendant  dur- 
ing the  pendency  of  a  bill  to  establish  a  right,  or  for  the  enforce- 
meut  of  a  trust  that  is  distinctly  alleged  in  the  bill,  are  affected 
with  notice  and  are  bound  by  the  decree  reudered  against  the 
vendor,*  while  a  judgment  in  an  action  of  ejectment  is  conclusive 
evidence  of  title  in  a  subsequent  action  for  mesne  profits,, 
against  all  claiming  under  or  through  the  defendant  as  purchas- 
ers during  the  litigation,  and  while  the  estoppel  is  limited  only 
to  the  profits  of  the  land,  it  does  not  bind  or  embrace  the  title. 
So  a  judgment  confirming  a  mechanic's  lien  is  conclusive  upon 
the  parties  thereto,  and  those  claiming  under  and  in  privity 
with  them ;  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  a  mortgagee  or 
incumbrancer  by  a  lien  of  a  different  kind,  a  party  in  order  to 
bind  them  by  such  a  judgment,' if  their  interests  are  subsequently 
acquired.  But  in  the  distribution  of  a  fund,  judgment  creditors 
may  attack  a  judgment  collaterally  for  fraud,  on  them,  but  not 
because  it  is  a  fraud  on  the  debtor.  A  subsequent  judgment 
creditor  cannot  set  aside  a  judgment  merely  because  it  is  errone- 
ous. But  as  between  the  creditors  and  a  purchaser  at  a  judicial 
sale  under  the  judgment,  there  is  no  privity  of  contract,  and  he 
cannot  invoke  their  equities  and  claim  under  them  for  his  exclu- 
sive benefit.* 

In  confiscation  cases,  a  judgment  operates  only  during  the 
life-time  of  the  owner ;  so  that  the  heirs  may  claim  the  property 
after  the  death  of  their  ancestor  without  collaterally  attacking 
the  judgment  of  confiscation.* 

§  190.  A  party  who  has  given  an  indemnifying  bond  to  an 
officer  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  levy  made  on  a  writ  of  attach- 
ment  or  execution,  who  in  action  against  the  officer  appears  and 
has  control  of  the  defense,  or  if  he  has  notice  to  appear  and  take 


>  Fox  V.  Beeder,  28  Ohio  8.  181; 
Go88om  V.  DonaldaoD,  18  B.  Men. 
297;  WlckHffe  v.  BreckenriOge,  1 
Bush,  448;  Kinsman  y.  Kinsman*  1 
R.  &  H  617;  Fk«6ton  v.  Tu^bin,  1 
Vem.  286;  Bybee  v.  Summers,  4  Oieg. 
854. 


•  Finney  v.  Boyd,  26  Wis.  866;  HiU 
v.  Oliphant,  41  Pa.  St.  864. 

*  State  y.  Eads,  15  Iowa,  114;  Groes- 
beck  V.  Ferguson,  48  Iowa,  583. 

^  Bank  t.  Rosebeny,  81  Pa.  St.  80a 
>  SlideU  y.  Bank,  27  La.  Ann.  854 
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part  in  its  defenae,  but  does  not  participate  in  the  condnet  of  tbe 
.«ait,  is  concluded  by  the  judgment  in  any  subaequent  litigation 
in  regard  to  same  subjeet  matter  as  effectually  as  if  h^were  a 
party  to  the  record ;  and  a  party  baring  an  interest  in  a  suit  who 
intervenes  in  the  snit,  and  judgment  is  rendered  against  him,  it 
is  final,  and  even  equity  will  not  relieve  against  it ;'  and  a  recov- 
ery of  a  judgment  against  a  sheriff,  by  the  owner  of  property 
4ittached  for  the  debt  of  a  stranger,  the  suit  being  defended  by 
tbe  attaching  creditors,  is  conclusive  in  another  suit  between  the 
same  parties.  A  private  party  is  estopped  by  a  suit  against  a 
-corporation,  for  an  aet  of  negligence,  if  he  knew  of  the  suit,  and 
could  have  defended  it,  as  an  express  notice  is  not  required  ;'  and 
while  persons  not  parties  are  not  estopped  by  a  decree,  yet,  if 
they  wish  to  derive  any  benefit  from  it,  are  compelled  to  admit 
its  validity ;  they  are  bound  by  the  estoppel,  because  they  cannot 
accept  part  and  reject  part  of  an  entirety.*  A  ju(igment  of  fore- 
•elosure  does  not  bind  the  assignee  of  the  mcMtgagor,  unless  he 
was  a  party  to  the  suit. 

§  191.  A  judgment  in  trespass  ot  trover  will  not  transfer  the 
title  of  the  goods  to  the  defendant,  although  it  is  pleadable  in 
bar  of  any  action  afterwards  brought  by  the  same  plaintiff,  or 
those  in  privity  with  him,  against  the  same  defendant,  or  those 
in  privity  with  him.  The  transfer  of  title  does  not  take 
place  until  the  judgment  is  completely  satisfied,  and  the  value  of 
the  property  as  ascertained  by  the  court,  has  been  paid  to  the 
plaiutiff.  Until  such  payment,  therefore,  there  is  no  obstacle  to 
prevent  him  from  seeking  redress  in  the  courts  against  any  one 
originally  liable.*  Title  by  judgment  is  one  of  the  modes  by 
which   an  absolute  right  to  property  may  be  obtained.     On  a 


>  Ingraham  v.  Dawson,  20  How. 
488;  MUler  v.  Rhoads,  20  Ohio  8. 
494;  Murray  v.  Lorejoj,  2  Cliff.  191; 
Richardsoii  v.  Jones,  16  Mo.  177; 
Tarleton  v.  Johnson,  26  Ala.  800; 
Lovejoy  v.  Murray,  8  Wall.  1. 

•  Chicago  Y.  Bobbins,  4  Wall.  607; 
Chicago  y.  Robbing,  2  Black,  418. 

*Gordoa  v.  Hobart,  2  Sum.  40; 
fliUegM  V.  HiU^as,  5  Pa.  St  97. 

«  Oslerhaut  v.  Roberts,  8  Cow.  48; 


Morgan  v.  Chester,  4  Conn.  887; 
McGee  v.  Overby,  12  Ark.  164; 
Spivey  v.  Morris,  18  Ala.  254;  Hyde 
T.  Noble,  18  N.  H.  601;  Hepburn  v. 
Sewell,  5  H.  &  J.  211;  Smith  v.  Alex- 
ander, 4  Sneed,  482;  Sanderson  v. 
Caldwell,  2  Aik.  208;  Jones  v.  Mo- 
Neil,  2  Bail.  466;  Elliott  ▼.  Hayden, 
104  Mass.  180;  Sharp  v.  Gray,  6  B. 
Monr.  4;  Lovejoy  v.  Murray,  8  Walk 
1;  Williams  v.  Otey,  8  Humph.  668. 
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Tecoverj  by  law  in  an  action  of  trespase  or  trover,  of  the  valne  of 
a  specific  chattel  of  which  possession  had  been  acquired  bj  tort, 
the  titlft  of  the  goods  is  altered' bj  the  recovery  and  transferred 
to  the  defendant.*  If  a  party  for  an  injury  to  his  property  elects 
to  proceed  by  an  action  of  trover  or  trespass  for  its  value,  the 
whole  proceeding  relates  to  the  time  of  the  taking  or  conversion ;. 
the  controversy  relates  to  the  property  as  of  that  time ;  the  cri- 
terion of  damages  is  the  value  of  the  property  at  the  time  of 
such  taking  or  conversion.  The  party  in  effect  abandons  his 
property  as  of  that  time  to  the  wrong  doer  and  proceeds  for  its 
value ;  so  that  when  judgment  is  obtained  and  satisfaction  made, 
the  property  is  vested  in  the  defendant  by  relation,  as  of  the  time 
of  the  taking  or  conversion.  Thus,  a  declaration  in  trespass  to 
real  property  alleged,  by  way  of  aggravation  of  damages,  the 
taking  and  conversion  of  a  fence.  The  fact  of  the  conversion 
appeared  aliv/nde  to  have  been  submitted  to  the  jury.  The  judg- 
ment was  held  conclusive  in  another  controversy  between  tho 
same  parties ;  that  a  satisfaction  thereof  by  the  defendant  oper- 
ated to  transfer  the  fence  to  him,  taking  effect  from  the  time  of 
the  conversion ;  and  that  the  testimony  of  the  first  jurors  that 
they  did  not  include  the  fence  in  their  assessment  of  damages^ 
was  inadmissible  to  show  that  the  title  thereto  did  not  pass.' 
And  as  to  the  original  parties,  the  rule,  applicable  to  all  personal 
actions,  is,  that  wherever  two  or  more  are  liable  jomtly  and  not 
s&ver(dly,  a  judgment  against  one,  though  without  satisfaction,  is 
a  bar  to  another  action  against  any  of  the  other  for  the  same 
cause  ;  but  it  is  not  a  bar  to  an  action  against  a  stranger.  As  far 
as  an  action  in  the  form  of  tort  can  be  said  to  be  exclusively 
joint  in  its  nature,  this  rule  may  govern  it,  but  no  further.  In 
regard  to  joint  contracts,  a  judgment  against  one  alone  la  a  bar  to 
a  subsequent  action  against  the  other. 

^  192.  The  interest  of  a  bailor  as  well  as  a  bailee  in  property 
is  sufficient  to  authorize  either  to  maintain  an  action  against  a 
party  for  its  conversion  of  or  for  any  injury  to  it.  A  judgment 
against  a  bailor  in  an  action  relisting  to  the  property,  is  a  bar  to  a. 


>Acheson    v.    Miller,    2   Ohio    8. 
908;  Daniel  v.  Holland,  4  J.  J.  Marsh. 


5;  Hepburn  v.  Sewell,  2  H.  &  J.  211 ; 
Howard  v.  Smith,  12  Pick.  202. 
*  Smith  v.  Smith,  50  N.  H.  212. 
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snbseqaent  action  by  the  bailee.'  So  where  an  action  is  brought 
against  a  bailee  for  the  property,  and  the  bailor  employs  counsel 
and  participates  in  or  has  fall  control  of  the  action,  and  his  title 
is  put  in  issue  in  that  action  in  order  to  maintain  the  bailee's 
defense,  the  judgment  in  such  action  is  res  adjvdicata  on  the 
question  of  title  and  is  conclusive  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of 
such  title  at  the  time  of  the  rendition  of  judgment.*  A  recovery 
and  satisfaction  by  either^  is  a  bar  to  any  subsequent  suit  by  the 
other ;  but  a  recovery  and  satisfaction  in  an  action  commenced 
by  the  bailee  is  no  bar  to  an  cmtecedent  action  in  the  name  of  the 
bailor."  A  bailee  who  delivers  goods  entrusted  to  his  care  to  a 
third  person,  in  good  faith,  believing  him  to  be  the  rightful 
owner,  may  take  advantage,  as  an  estoppel  to  an  action  brought 
against  him  by  the  bailor,  of  the  judgment  against  the  bailor  in 
an  unsuccessful  action  by  the  latter  against  the  party  to  whom 
the  goods  were  surrendered.*  Upon  this  principle,  the  equitable 
assignee  of  a  chose  in  action  has  been  estopped  by  a  verdict  and 
judgment  thereon,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  were  a  party  to 
the  record,  the  suit  having  been  prosecuted  in  the  name  of 
another  for  his  benefit,  and  at  his  request  and  expense.*  So,  a 
release  by  the  assignee  of  a  chose  in  action  will  bar  an  action  by 
the  assignor. 

So  A.,  acting  without  authority,  submitted  a  matter  to  arbitra- 
tion, assuming  to  act  as  the  agent  for  B. :  Held,  that  a  prosecu- 
tion on  the  award,  made  in  B.'s  favor  by  B.'s  assignee,  with  trial 
and  judgment  thereon,  established  the  validity  of  the  award  as 
efEectually  as  if  B.  had  not  assigned  it,  and  had  sued  on  it  in  his 
own  name ;  and  that,  as  between  the  parties  to  it  and  their  privies, 
such  judgment  was  binding  and  could  not  be  reviewed  except  on 
appeal.' 

A  judgment  on  the  merits,  on  a  sci/re  facicui  to  revive  a  judg^ 
ment  by  an  improper  party  may  be  pleaded  as  res  Jitdicata  in  a 
subsequent  proceeding  by  the  legal  representative,  it  being  in  his 

>  Oreen  v.  Clark,  12  N.  Y.  848.  *  Bogers  v.  Haines,  3  Me.  862;  GiU 
*  Tarleton  v.  Johnston,  25  Ala.  800.     ▼.  U.  8.,  7  Ct.  of  Claims,  622;  Peddi- 

>  Steamboat   v.  McCraw,  81  Ala.     cord  v.  HiU,  4  Hon.  870;  Legee  v. 
tS9,  Thomas,  8  Blatchf.  11;  Haney  v.  Ri- 

«  BurtOD  Y.  Wilkinson,  18  Yt  186;     chards,  2  Gall.  216. 
Bates  V.  Stanton,  1  Duer,  79.  *  Lowenstein  v.  Mcintosh,  87  Barb. 
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favor.'  So  a  jadgraent  agaiofit  a  claimant,  apoo  the  trial  of  the 
rights  of  perBODol  propertj  levied  nader  execution,  i«  cooclrain 
evidoDce  sgainet  sncfa  claimant,  in  a  snbeeqaent  controvere/ 
between  him  and  the  purchaser  at  the  execution  sale.' 

§  193.  A  judgment  against  two  joint  debtors  in  an  action  of 
debt  estops  both  in  an  action  of  one  against  the  other,  from  deny- 
ing the  existence  or  obligation  of  the  debt,  without  interferiog 
with  the  right  to  prove  that  the  whole  bnrden  of  the  obligation 
should  be  home  by  the  party  who  seeks  to  enforce  it.'  So  a  judg- 
ment in  a  suit  by  two  for  a  trespass  alleged  to  be  on  firm  prop* 
ertr,  is  conclnsiveas  to  the  joint  owuership  in  aeubsequent  pro- 
ceeding by  the  defendant  to  set  off  against  it  a  debt  due  from 
one  plaintiff  individually.*  A  defendant  who  claimed  under  a 
dotiatio  mortis  causa,  was  held  to  be  within  the  estoppel  of  a 
judgment  obtained  by  a  creditor  of  the  donor  against  his  admin- 
istrator, and  estopped  from  showing  fraud  and  collusion,  or  that 
there  was  no  such  debt  as  that  sued  upon.'  generally,  no  one 
can  be  within  the  estoppel  of  a  judgment  as  a  privy,  unless  his 
title  accrues  after  the  rendition  of  a  judgment."  A  vendee 
or  assignee  will  therefore  not  be  concluded  by  a  judgment  against 
the  vendor  or  assignor  prior  to  the  sale  or  assignment.  Bat  to 
this  rule  there  is  an  exception — that  is,  in  casee  of  judgments  in 
rem ;  as  they  are  conclusive  upon  the  whole  world,  they  must 
necessarily  be  binding  upon  the  assignee,  regardless  of  the  time 
of  assignment.* 

§  191.  In  a  recent  case  in  the  U.  8.  Supreme  Court.*  Wherein 
it  was  contended  that  the  United  States  was  bound  in  a  manner 
similar  to  an  individual  landlord.  Justice  Bradley,  in  anoonnc- 
ing  the  opinion  of  the  court,  saJd  : 

"  The  United  States  cannot  be  estopped  by  proceedings 
against  its  tenants  or  agents  ;  and  cannot  be  sned  withont  its  con- 
sent ;  and  such  consent  can  only  be  given  by  act  of  Congress. 
No  state  can  pass  a  law  making  the  United  States  suable  in 
its  courts.     "Without  an  act  of -Congress,  no  direct  proceedings 


I  Witbora  v.  HaiDM,  i  Pa.  Ht.  48S. 
■  Shirley  v.  Prune,  38  Misa.  603. 

*  Lloyd  T.  Barr,  11  Pa.  8l.  41. 

*  Collins  V.  Butler,  14  Cul.  233. 


•  Hitcbdl  V.  Pease,  7  Cueh.  8S0 

•  CampboU  v.  Hail.  16  N.  T.  57 
"<  Peck  T.  Bunum,  «4  Vt.  8TQ. 

•  Carrv.  U,  8.,98U.  8.488. 
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mrill  lie  at  the  suit  of  an  mdividual  against  the  United  States  or 
its  property ;  and  no  officer  of  the  governmeat  can  waive  its  priv- 
ilege in  this  respeety  nor  lawfully  consent  that  such  a  suit  may  be 
prosecuted  so  as  to  bind  the  government.  The  government  can 
only  hold  possession  of  its  property  by  means  of  its  officers  or 
agents ;  and  to  allow  theai  to  be  dispossessed  by  sait,  would  en- 
able parties  always  to  compel  the  government  to  come  into  court 
and  litigate  its  rights.  Thus,  if  a  proceeding  would  lie  against 
the  officers  as  individuals  in  the  case  of  a  marine  hospital, 
it  might  be  instituted  with  equal  facility  and  right  in  reference 
to  a  post-office  or  a  custom-house,  a  prison  ^  or  a  fortification* 
Therefore,  when  it  becomes  apparent  by  the  pleadings,  or  the 
proofs,  that  the  possession  assailed  is  the  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment by  its  agents,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  ought  to  cease ; 
and  its  proceedings  cannot  be  set  up  as  an  estoppel  against  the 
government.'^  Thus  :  ^^  The  United  States  filed  a  bill  to  quiet  the 
title  to  certain  lots  in  its  possession  in  San  Francisco ;  the  defend- 
ant set  up,  by  way  of  estoppel,  certain  judgments  in  ejectment 
rendered  by  the  State  courts  at  the  suit  of  his  grantor,  against 
certain  officers  of  the  government,  who,  as  its  agents,  bad  posses- 
sion of  the  lots  ;  in  those  actions  the  district  attorney,  and  addi- 
tional counsel  employed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
appeared  for  the  defendants,  and  the  title  was  contested  on  the 
trial :  Hdd,  that  these  facts  constituted  no  estoppel  against  the 
government,  although,  in  California,  a  judgment  in  ejectment  is, 
in  ordinary  cases,  an  estoppel  both  against  the  tenant  in  posses- 
sion, and  against  the  landlord  who  has  notice  of  the  suit.  The 
cases  in  which  the  property  of  the  government  may  be  8nl)jeeted 
to  claims  against  it,  are  those  in  which  the  property  is  in  jurid- 
ical possession  by  the  act  of  the  government  itself,  or  has  become 
so  without  violating  its  possession,  and  it  seeks  the  aid  of  the 
court  to  establish  or  reclaim  its  right  therein : — ^in  such  cases  it 
is  equitable  that  the  prior  rights  of  others  to  the  same  property 
should  be  adjudicated  and  allowed." 

§  195.  Where  by  an  act  of  Congress  the  Attorney-General  is 
antHorized  to  direct  the  institution  of  a  suit  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  District  Attorney  has  been  thus  directed, 
his  power  in  this  respect  must  be  exercised  in  subordination  to 
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tboee  rales  of  proocdnre  and  those  principlce  of  eqnit;  «l 
govern  private  litigantB  seeking  to  avoid  a  previous   judgini 
agaiDst  them.     The  llDited  States,  by  virtue  of  their  sovoreig 
character,  may   claim   exemption   from   legal   proceedings,   bi 
when  they  enter  the  conrtaof  the  oouutry  as  a  litigant  thoy  wait 
this   exompl.iou,  and   stand   on   the  same   footing  with  priva] 
individaals.   Unless  otherwise  provided  by  statute,  the  Bame  ni]l 
as  to  the  admiasibility  of  evidence  are  then  applied  to  them; 
eatno  Btriutnesa  na  to  motions  and  appeals  is  enforced  ;  they  D 
move  for  a  new  trial  or  take  an  appeal  within  the  same  time 
in  like  manner,  and  they  are  equally  bound  to  act  upon  evid< 
within  their  reach.     And  when  they  go  into  a  court  of  eqvii 
for  relief  against  a  jndgment,  they  must  eqnally  present  a 
by  allegation  and  proof  entitling  them  to  equitable  relief. 

Although,  on  grounds  of  wise  public  policy,  no  statute  of 
itationB  nins  against  the  United  States,  and  no  laches  in  bri 
ing  a  suit  can  be  imputed  to  them,  yet  the  facility   with  whic 
the  truth  could  originally  have  been  shown  by  them   if  diffurei 
from  the  finding  made;  the  changed  condition  of  the  pai'ties  an 
of  the   property    from   lapse   of   time ;  the  difficulty,  from 
cause,  of  meeting  objections  which   might,  perhaps,  at  the  tii 
have  been  readily  explained  ;  and  the  acquisition  of  interests 
third  parties  upon  faith  of  the  deci-ee,  are  elements  which 
always  be  considered  by  the  court  in  determining  whether  it 
equitable  to  grant  the  relief  prnyed.     All  the  attendant 
stances  of  each  case  will  be  weighed,  that  no  wrong  be  don4 
the  citizen,  though  the  Government  be  the  eiiitor  against  li 
Thus   in  a  court    of  claims,  the  governmcnl,  like  an   ordiii 
snitor.  is  subject   to   the   principle  of   ren  adJudiceUa,  and 
defendant  may,  in  a  proper  case,  invoke  the  maxim  »cmo  tUb^ 
vexari.'     So  where  the  sovereign  power  confides  to  a  tribuni 
right  to  sell  lands,  and  to  doteriuine  between  purchasers  who 
the  better  right,  this  power  is  exclusive  and  its  delerminad 
conclusive,  not  only  on  the  parties  claiming  the  right  topurch^ 
but  on  the  seller.' 

'  FendaUv.  U.a,  14Ct.  ofCI.  847.      118:  Mnrqiies  v.  FrisWe,  41  Cal.' 
'  U.  8.  V.  Throckmorlon,  B8  U.  B,     BurrUl  v.  Haw.  41  Cal,  823;  Wf 
Ql;  Cuu^gliam  V.  SbaakliD,  60  Cal.     son  v.  Merrill.  53  Cal.  426;  Iadj 
v.  SLanklin,  67  Cal.  70. 
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§  197.  A  State  is  bonnd  bj  her  judicial  pleadiDgB  and  admifi- 
aions,  the  same  as  private  persons,  and  is  entitled  to  no  greater 
right  or  immunity  as  a  litigant,  than  they  are.  The  doctrine  of 
estoppel  applies  to  the  State  just  as  it  does  to  individuals.  Kor 
is  this  rule  of  law  varied  by  the  fact  that  there  are  others  inter- 
ested in  the  subject*matter  of  the  proceedings  conducted  by  the 
State.  If  any  persons  have  been  injured  by  the  action  of  the 
State,  good  faith  and  a  senseof  justice  should  incline  the  State  to 
make  reparation,  as  all  other  fiduciaries  should  do  under  like  cir- 
cumstances, even  admitting  their  existence ;  but  such  conditions 
cannot  affect  the  rules  of  law  nor  modify  the  liability  and  status 
of  the  State,  in  a  judicial  proceeding  in  a  suit  where  the  State 
seeks  to  recover  the  lands  as  owner,  and  where  the  legal  title 
under  the  federal  grant  was  vested  solely  in  the  State.*  So,  where 
the  State,  by  its  proper  oflScers,  enters  into  an  agreed  case,  if  it 
is  not  bound  by  the  agreement,  it  is  in  any  event  concluded  by  a 
judgment  and  decision  to  which  it  has  not  excep^ed.* 

§  198.  A  party  is  e6top|>ed  by  a  judgment  against  him  from 
disputing  its  correctness,  so  far  as  the  point  directly  involved  in 
the  case  was  concerned ;  whether  the  reasons  upon  which  the 
judgment  is  based  were  sound  or  not ;  and  even  if  the  reasons 
were  not  given.  And  as  the  parties  themselves  are  estopped,  so- 
also  are  those  who,  since  the  judgment,  claim  to  have  acquired 
interest  in  the  subject-matter  of  the  judgment  from  or  under  the 
parties." 

>  State  y.  Ober,  84  La.  An.  861;  Louis  v.  TroBtees.  109  U.  B.  162;  Shir- 
State  y.  Taylor,  28  La.  Ann.  462  ;  ley  v.  Frame,  83  Miss.  658;  Thomasoa 
Clark  v.  Barnard,  106  U.  S.  486.  v.  Odum,   81 'Ala.    118;   Timon    v. 

*  State  V.  Porter,  86  Ind.  404.  Whitehead,  53  Tex.  290;   Ck>roorai> 

*  Hanson  v.  Armstrong,  22  111.  442;  v.  Canal  Co.,  94  U.  S.  741;  Dennie  v. 
Bndley  v.  McDaniel,  8  Jones  L.  128;  Smith,  129  Mass.  148;  R  B.  Co. 
fihumake  v.   Nehns,   20  Ala.    120;  v.  Burk,  102  U.  S.  14. 
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JUDQMBMTS  IN  PERSOITAIC. 
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Sixrnov  199.  In  ejectment  the  verdict  and  jodgHMot  is  eon* 
olasive  of  the  title  to  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  to  megne  profite 
accruing  after  the  day  of  the  demise,  daring  sach  time  as  the 
defendant  has  held  the  premises  in  qnestion.'  The  statutes  of 
New  Jersey  declare  a  judgment  in  ejectment  conelnsiye  as  to  the 
right  of  possession  established  by  such  judgment  upon  the  party 
gainst  whom  it  is  recovered,  and  upon  all  persons  claiming  from, 
through  or  under  such  party  by  title  arising  after  the  commence- 
ment of  such  action,  but  provides  that  in  certain  cases  it  may  be 
re-opened  in  three  years.  In  Pennsylvania  two  verdicts  and 
judgments  in  ejectment  are  necessary  to  render  a  judgment  con* 
elusive,'  but  upon  an  equitable  title  one  judgment  in  ejectment 
is  conclusive  between  the  parties  and  a  bar  to  any  subsequent 
ejectment  for  the  same  land,  and  this  rule  includes  all  equitable 
titles.  Actions  upon  equitable  titles  are  regarded  like  bills  in 
equity,  and  not  as  a  possessory  ejectment  at  common  law,  and  a 
verdict  and  judgment  therein  will  have  the  same  conclusive  effect 
as  those  which  follow  a  final  decree  in  a  court  of  equity.*  In 
order  that  a  former  ejectment  may  have  force  as  evidence  in  a 
subsequent  suit,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  have  been  not  only 
between  the  same  parties  and  for  the  same  land,  but  also  that  it 
should  have  invol^ned  the  same  title.^  And  upon  a  judgment  io 
ejectment  to  enforce  or  rescind  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  land, 
one  that  is  conclusive  upon  the  rights  of  parties,  whether  the 
judgment  is  entered  on  the  verdict  of  a  jury  or  on  an  award  of 
arbitrators*  it  must  be  regularly  entered  upon  the  record.  In  Ohio, 


1  Den  V.  McShane,  18  N.  J.  L.  85. 

•  Evans  v.  Patterson,  4  Wall.  224; 
Woolston'B  Appeal,  51  Pa.  St.  452. 

«  Peterman  v.  Huling,  81  Pa.  St. 
482. 

*  Meyers  v.  ffill,  46  Pa.  St.  9;  Ste- 


phens V.  StrQsnider,  92  Pa.  St  238; 
Winpenny  v.  Winpenny,  92  Pa.  St 
440;  Chase  v.  Irvin,  87  Pa.  St.  286; 
HiU  V.  Oliphant,  41  Pa.  St.  864. 

*  Sertzinger  v.  Kidgway,  4  Watts 
&S.  472;  Amick  v.  Oyler,  25  Pa.  St. 
506. 
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a  |«idgnieBt  in  ejeetmeot  is  m  condasiTe  a8  judgments  in  other  aC' 
tione,  until  reversed  for  error  or  annalled  hy  au  adverse  reeoverj  in 
a  subsequent  snit ;'  and  also  in  Minriesota  ;*  and  are  made  conclu- 
sive by  the  statute  in  Iowa,  but  apply  only  to  interests  existing  at 
the  time- of  trial.  In  Kentucky,  if  in  an  action  for  the  recovery  of 
land  a  claim  is  set  up  for  rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof,  it  is  a 
bar  to  another  and  separate  suit  for  rents,  although  the  judgment 
is  not  a  bar  to  a  recovery  for  anything  that  he  had  a  right  to 
reeover  which  was  not  claimed  in  the  petition  for  the  recovery 
of  the  land.'  In  Tennessee,  the  judgment  is  ocHK^lusive  upon  the 
party  against  whom  it  is  recovered,  and  by  title  accruing  after 
the  oommencetx^Dt  of  the  action  on  ail  <daimiDg  under  and 
through  him,  provided  the  person  against  whom  the  judgment  is 
recovered  is  not  under  disability  at  the  time  '*  and  the  general, 
well-settled  rule  is  that  judgments  in  ejectment  have  the  same 
effect  as  all  other  actions,  and  bind  parties  and  privies  thereto 
npon  the  subject-matter  directly  in  issue,  but  will  not  bind 
strangers. 

§  200.  There  is  no  distinction  in  ejectment  between  a  judg- 
ment by  default  and  one  obtained  by  a  verdict.  In  the  one  case, 
the  right  of  the  plaintiff  is  confessed ;  in  the  other,  it  is  tried  and 
determined.  Although  when  the  fictitious  forms  in  ejectment 
were  abolished  by  statute  the  action  is  placed  on  the  same  basis  as 
other  actions  in  regard  to  the  conclusiveness  of  judgments,  and 
courts  give  them  the  same  effect.  Yet  where  a  plaintiff  is 
defeated  in  one  action  he  will  not  be  estopped  in  another  action, 
where  he  claims  under  a  new  deed.  Having  a  new  title,  he  has 
the  same  right  to  assert  it  without  prejudice  from  the  farmer 
suit,  that  a  stranger  would  have.*  A  judgment  in  ejectment  in 
bar  of  the  plaintiff's  action  from  a  want  of  his  having  the  legal 
title  to  the  premises  is  no  bar  to  a  second  suit  in  ejectment  by 
him  upon  an  after-acquired  legal  title,  the  titles  in  the  two  uiitg 
not  being  the  same.*  In  South  Carolina,  by  the  act  of  1744,  if 
the  plaintiff  in  an  action  of  trespass  to  try  title  suffers  a  judgment 

>  Hi&toii  ▼.  McNeil,  5  Ohk^  909,  *  TeBneseee  Code. 

*  BaaB  v.  Arper,  e  Mibb*  ^)6.  *  Barrowg  y.  Kindred,  4  Wall.  9S%; 

*  Walker  v.  MkcheU,  16  B.  Hon.     Oetgen  v.  Boss,  54  III.  79. 

ML.  «  Hawl^  v.  BimmoBS,  102  Bl.  115. 
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against  him,  or  ia  non-suited  or  discontinues,  or  otherwise  drops 
his  action,  he  must  within  two  years  thereafter  commence  a 
second  suit,  or  else  he  is  barred  and  estopped  of  his  right  and 
title,  and  as  against  him  the  title  is  absolutely  vested  in  the 
defendant.'  If  the  validity  of  a  mortgage  be  tried  and  adjudi- 
cated in  a  suit  in  chancery,  the  decree  binds  parties  and  privies  in 
an  action  of  ejectment  on  the  same  mortgage.'  Where  the 
action  of  ejectment  is  brought  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  title 
and  to  establish  the  right  of  property  as  well  as  to  recover  pos- 
session, the  judgment  is  conclusive  upon  all  parties.'  And  where 
the  party  brings  an  action  for  two  parcels  of  land  and  recovers 
but  one,  or  for  a  large  tract  and  recovers  but  part  thereof,  the 
record,  though  silent  as  to  the  tract  not  recovered,  is  conclusive 
that  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  thereto.^  So  where  there  was  an 
averment  of  damages  and  the  court  fails  to  find  upon  the  issue 
created  by  the  denial  of  that  averment,  and  no  judgment  is  ren- 
dered for  damages,  the  judgment  will  bar  any  further  action  to 
recover  the  same  damages.* 

§  201.  In  actions  for  mesne  profits  the  judgment  in  the  eject- 
ment suit  is  conclusive  evidence  against  the  tenant  in  possession, 
but  not  as  to  third  persons,'  and  is  conclusive  evidence  for  the 
plaintiff  against  the  defendant  or  any  person  claiming  under  or 
through  him,*  and  the  defendant  is  estopped  in  an  action  for 
mesne  profits  from  setting  up  any  defense  which  would  have 
been  a  bar  to  the  action  of  ejectment ;  he  cannot  set  up  a  title  in 
bar  of  the  action  even  if  he  has  a  better  one  than  the  plaintiff.' 


'  Dyson  v.  Leek,  6  Strob.  141; 
Sturdy  v.  Jack  way,  4  Wall.  174;  Bar- 
rowB  V.  Kindred,  4  Wall.  8d9. 

•  Barrows  v.  Kindred,  4  Wall.  899. 

■  Smith  V.  Kemocban,  7  How.  198; 
Tyler  v.  Hyde,  2  B.  0.  R  808;  Ame- 
stri  V.  GaestTO,  49  Gal.  825;  Payne 
V.  Payne,  29  Vt.  172;  Blancbard  v. 
Brown,  8  Wall.  285;  Van  Wyck 
V.  Seward,  1  Ed.  Gb.  827;  Kluter  v. 
Jenks,43Pa.  St.  445;  Hodges  v.  Eddy, 
52  Yt.  484;  Spence  v.  McGowan,  58 
Tex.  80;  Graig  v.  Watson,  68  Qa.  114; 
Foster  v.  Evans,  51  Mo.  39;  Tbomp 


son  V.  McKay,  41  Gal.  221;  Wooden 
V.  Glemence,  82  Iowa,  280. 

«  Thompson  v.  McKay,  41  Gal.  221; 
Wooden  v.  Glemence,  ^  Iowa,  280. 

*  Foster  v.  Evans,  51  Mo.  89;  Min- 
ing Go.  V.  Deferrari,  62  Gal.  160. 

*  Brewer  v.  Beckwitb,  85  Miss. 
467;  Gbirac  v.  Reinecker,  11  Wheat. 
280;  Fisk  v.  Miller,  20  Tex.  581. 

^  Bradley  v.  McDaniel,  8  Jones  L. 
128;  Shumake  v.  Nelms,  25  Ala.  120; 
Hanson  v.  Armstrong,  22  111.  442; 
Poston  V.  Jones,  2  Dev.  &  Bat.  294 

^  Langendyck  v.  Burtians,  11  Jolms» 


i 


Judgments  in  Pbrsonam. 


238 


If  the  plaintiff  in  the  action  for  mesne  profits  endeavors  to  re- 
cover for  those  which  accrued  antecedently  to  the  day  of  the  de- 
mise laid  in  the  declaration  in  the  ejectment,  he  cannot  introduce 
the  judgment  in  ejectment  as  evidence  for  him.  In  actions  for 
•meene  profits  the  verdict  and  judgment  in  the  action  of  eject- 
ment are  conclusive  of  the  plaintiff's  right  to  recover  the  mesiie 
profits  only  from  the  time  the  action  of  exjectment  commenced 
*down  to  the  execution  of  the  habere  fa^iaey  and  where  meene 
profits  are  claimed  prior  to  the  time  of  bringing  the  suit  in  eject- 
ment, the  question  of  title  and  of  the  possession  of  the  defend- 
4tnts  for  such  prior  time  is  reopened,  and  neither  the  judgment  in 
the  ejectment  suit  nor  any  of  the  proceedings  therein  estop  the 
defendants  from  having  their  rights  again  passed  upon  or  the 
same  evidence  again  submitted  to  a  jury.'  The  action  of  eject' 
ment  is  conclusive  only  from  the  time  it  is  brought  down  to  the 
execution  of  the  writ  of  possession,  and  the  judgment  is  not  evi- 
dence  of  any  matter  which  came  collaterally  in  question.*  But 
he  may  show,  to  relieve  himself  from  liability,  that  he  was  not 
in  possession  after  the  service  of  the  writ.' 

§  202.  A  judgment  in  ejectment,  like  all  other  judgments, 
binds  only  parties  and  privies  ;  a  tenant  is  concluded  by  the 
judgment  in  ejectment  and  cannot  contravert  the  title.  But 
where  the  action  is  brought  against  third  parties,  against  persons 


461;  BenzoQ  v.  Matsdorf,  2  Johna. 
060;  Baroo  v.  Abeel,  8  Johns.  4dl; 
Jackson  v.  Randall,  11  Johns.  405. 

>  Ellle  V.  Ege,  82  Pa.  St.  102;  Bailey 
V.  Fairplay,  6  Binn.  450;  Osbourn  v. 
Osbourn/ll  8.  &  R.  58;  Huston  v. 
Wickersham,  2  W.  S.  818;  Postens  v. 
Postens,  4  W.  &  B.  818;  Drexei  v. 
Han,  2  Pa.  St.  271;  Sopp  v.  Win- 
penny,  68  Pa.  St  80;  Hare  v.  Fury,  8 
^eates,  14. 

*  Hibshman  v.  DuUeban,  4  WatU. 
191;  Lentz  v.  Wallace,  17  Pa.  St  414; 
Lamb  v.  MiUar  18  Pa.  St  460;  Mar- 
tin Y.  Oerraandt,  19  Pa.  St  127; 
Ihmsen  v.  Oimsby,  82  Pa.  St.  201; 
Tama   v.   Lewis,   42  Pa.    St   410; 


Lewis's  Appeal,  67  Pa.  St  166; 
Duchess  of  Eiagston's  Case,  20  How. 
St  Trials,  678;  Moulton  v.  Libbey.  15 
N.  H.  480;  Campbell  t.  Consalus.  25 
N.  Y.  618;  Lane  v.  Harrold,  72  Pa.  St 
267;  Warner  v.  Trow,  86  Wis.  195, 
Sobey  v.  Beiler,  28  Iowa.  285;  Miller 
v.  Henris,  84  Pa,  St.  88;  Poston  v. 
Jones,  2  Dev.  &  Batt.  295;  Chirac  v. 
Reinecker.  11  Wheat  280;  Whitting- 
ton  V.  Christian,  2  Rand.  858;  Den  v. 
McShane,  18  N.  J.  L.  35;  Leiand  v. 
Tousey,  6  Hill,  328;  Benson  v.  Mats- 
dorfl,  2  Johns.  869;  Clark  v.  Boyreau, 
14  Cal.  684:  Van  Allen  v.  Rogers,  1 
Johns.  Case,  281.  But  see  Stewart  v. 
Dent,  24  Mo.  111. 
» Miller  v.  Henry,  84  Pa.  St  8a 
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wlio  are  neither  parties  or  privies  to  the  record,  tlie  jnd, 
loses  its  conclasiTG  eSect,  and  they  may  oontrovert  tlie  plai 
title  ;  it  proves  the  plaintiff's  poseeeeion,  and  tliia  he  can  esb 
lish  by  introdnfiing  the  record  of  the  jiidgiuent  and  an  eseoi^ 
writ  of  poBseefiion  tinder  it.'     But  where  it  is  agiiinst  the  ti 
he   canntit  controvert   the  pUiutiff'a  posamision  any  raore 
his  title,  for  the  reason  that  his  poasession  is  part  of  his 
for  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover,  ho  muet  show  a  pi 
right  not  barred  by  tho  statute  of  limitations.     The  jndgnu 
the  preceding  action  of  ejectment,  like  all  others,  estops  pi 
and  privies  only  as  to  the  subject-matter  of  iti  and  proves  nothi 
at  all  beyond  the  time  laid  in  the  demise."  The  tenant  isestopf 
to  deny  lie  was  in  possession  of  the  demanded   pi-einisee  at 
time  of  the  commencement  of  the  action,  if  he  pleads  the 
ral  iasne  and  does  not  give  notice  that  he  sliall  deny  p( 
So  where  pai'tie«  in  an  action  file  a  written  agreement  thafc'^ 
title  of  a  lessor  may  he  tried,  the  lessor's  title  is  coDclusive  in 
action  by  the  lessor  against  the  Bnbseqnent  grantee  in  anotl 
action  for  the  same  premises,'  as  the  plaintiff  may  recover,  bi 
tlie  mesne  protits  for  use  and  occnpalion  of  the  land,  and  tot  \ 
trespasses,  during  tho  period.  Tho  judgment  is  consequentlyaj 
to  an  action,  qua.  cl.  fre^,  for  such  trospafises.*     So,  a  judgt 
of  restitution  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detaiuer  % 
tract  of  land,  part  of  a  larger  tract,  all  of  wJiich  is  claimed  b; 
feodatit  under  the  same  alleged  title,  is,  in  a  subsequent  actij 
ejectment  between  the  same  parties,  conclusive  upon  the 
tion  of  the  right  of  possession  at  the  date  of  the  forcible  i 
not  only  as  to  the  tract  actually  detained  by  defendant  bnt 
the  whole.'     In  a  writ  lii  enti-y,  whether  the  fact  of  nun-i 
seasonably  pleaded  by  several  tenants  be  eslabllshod   the  a 
sion  of  tlie  defendants  or  a  judgment,  the  effect  as  far  oi 


■  Clarkson  t.  Blancbflelii.  67  Ho. 
e:3:  Mitchell  v.  Davis.  28  Cul.  881; 
Ctilrac  V.  Itieaecker,  11  Wbeat.  380; 
JaclLEOa  t.  Hill,  8  Cow.  SG4. 

'  Van  Allen  v.  Kogern,  1  Jolin. 
Cos.  3B1 ;  Beeson  r.  Matsdorf.  2  Julini. 
800;  Jsck«oD  V.  RaodHll,  11  Jolin. 
405;  Dcwej  v.  Odb'.rne,  4  Cow.  829; 
Shunuke  v.  Nolm,  3S  Ala.  12«-,  Buo- 


tia  V.  Duohaiie,  1  Btaoks.  84;  Ji 
V.    Tutlle.   10   Joiins.   525;  As 
Parker,  2  Burr.  685;  Whilitng 
C^rieiiam,  2  Rnod.  35S. 
'  Bank  T.  Brown,  2  Mel.  SIM. 

*  8enpy  v.  Cliick,  14  Me.  141. 

'  Cunoingban   v,    Hnrrie,   !• 
583;  SLewart  v.  Dent,  24  Mo.  11^ 

•  Bradle;  v.  West,  BS  Ho. 
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tenant  Ib  concerned  operates  as  an  estoppel  of  record.'  The  record 
of  a  judgment  in  an  action  of  trespass,  qu.  61.  fr.  if  the  qaes- 
tion  of  tjtle  was  pat  in  issue,  tried,  and  passed  upon,  is  admissible 
in  a  subsegnent  writ  of  entry  between  the  same  parties  to  recover 
the  same  land.' 

§  203.  In  Califoraia,  in  an  action  of  ejectfhent  under  the  prac- 
tice act,  a  judgment  is  conclusive  upon  the  question  of  title,  in  a 
subsequent  suit  between  the  same  parties  and  their  privies,  where 
the  title  has  been  put  directly  in  issue  and  determined  in  the  first 
suit.'  Where,  under  the  laws  of  Maryland,  an  issue  is  directed 
by  the  probate  court,  as  to  the  legitimacy  of  the  person  who 
claims  to  be  appointed  administrator  of  the  estate  of  an  intestatCi 
on  the  ground  that  he  is  the  intestate's  nephew,  the  finding 
thereon  is  conclusive  upon  the  question  of  legitimacy,  as  between 
the  parties  in  an  ejectment  suit  subsequently  brought  by  the 
claimant.^  Yet,  where  a  plaintiif  in  ejectment  is  defeated  in  one 
suit,  where  he  claimed  through  a  power  of  attorney  rightly  ruled 
out  on  the  trial  as  void,  he  will  not  be  held  to  be  concluded  in  a 
subsequent  action  where  he  claims  under  a  new  deed  made  by  the 
executors  themselves.  Having  acquired  a  new  and  distinct  title, 
he  has  the  same  right  to  assert  it,  without  prejudice  from  the 
former  suit,  as  a  stranger  would  have  had  if  passed  to  him.'  A 
state  statute,  enacting  that  a  judgment  in  ejectment  (provided  the 
action  be  brought  in  a  fohm  which  gives  precision  to  the  parties 
and  land  claimed)  shall  be  a  bar  to  any  other  action  between  the 
same  parties  on  the  same  subject-matter,  is  a  rule  of  property  as 
well  as  practice,  and,  being  conclusive  on  title  in  the  courts  of  the 
State,  is  conclusive  also  in  those  of  the  United  States.'   'A  judg- 


1  Hotchkiss  T.  Hunt,  56  Me.  252; 
McMillan  v.  Lacy,  6  Fla.  256;  Hop- 
kins V.  McLaren,  4  Cow.  667;  Briggs 
y.  Wells,  12  Barb.  667;  Stevens  v. 
Taft,  8  Gray,  419;  Ck>bb  y.  Arnold,  12 
Met.  89. 

'  White  y.  Chase,  128  Mass.  158. 

*  Caperton  y.  Schmidt,  25  Cal.  479; 
Hayner  v.  Stanley,  12  F.  R.  217;  Mar- 
shall y.  Shafter,  82  Cal.  176;  Allies  y. 
CaldweU,  2  Wall.  88;  Blanchard  y. 
Bro^vn,  8   Wall.  249;   Campbell  y. 
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Rankin,  99  U.  S.  268;  Shinn  y. 
Young,  57  Cal.  525;  Bertram  y.  Cook, 
44  Mich.  896. 

4  Blackburn  y.  Crawfords,  8  Wall. 
175;  Fisk  y.  Miller,  20  Tex.  578; 
Lewis  y.  San  Antonia,  26  Tex.  816; 
Parrishy.  Ferris,  2  Black.  607;  Blanch* 
ard  y.  Brown,  8  WaU.  245. 

»  Barrows  y.  Kindred,  4  Wall.  899; 
Barrett  y.  Birge,  50  Cal.  655;  Mays  v 
Wood,  50  Cal.  171. 

•  MUes  y.  Caldwell,  2  WaU.  8& 
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ment  in  ejectment  binds  the  parties  and  tbcir  privies,  ttad  d 
tliein  from  denj'ing  that  tbo  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  tbo- 
ecBBion  of  tho  premtaes  at  the  time  of  its  rendition.  Privi« 
tlioBo  wlio  enter  nndcr  the  defendunt  in  ejectment,  or  acqnlt 
interest  in  or  through  him,  or  in  collusion  with  him.'  So  n 
a  plaintiff  has  been,  restored  under  a  writ  of  restitution  tc 
possession  of  llio  demanded  premiees  in  an  aetioo  of  ejectn 
the  defendant  6o  evicted  isestoppedurlaw  to  deny  that  the  pi 
iff  was  rightfully  restored  and  that  his  own  prior  poesef 
wrongful.*  If,  in  sn  ai;tion  of  ejeetnient  ugainst  a  teuani 
landlord  assumes  liie  dufensu  and  puts  his  title  lu  i£suc,thc 
nicnl  rendered  therein  binds  liim  us  effectually  tiA  though  lifl 
made  a  party  Oefendant.'  So  where  a  person  is  admitU 
defend  as  landlord,  he  is  csiopped  from  making  any  dej 
which  his  tenant  would  lie  estopped  from  making.'  A  jo 
judgment  in  ujectmcnt  against  several,  if  revei'sed  as  to  oa 
reversed  as  to  all ;  It  is  either  void  in  (oto,  ur  not  at  all 

g  :^U4.  When  a  plaintiff  avei-s  title  ami  riglit  of  possesait 
himself,  and  the  defendant  deuiea  these  allegations,  and  oC 
other  hand  avers  title  and  right  of  ])OBsession  in  himself,  thi 
lapt-itna  facie  in  ecmtrovertiy;  and  in  such  a  case  the  jndg 
operates  as  an  estoppel  in  any  futni'o  litigation  iHitweua  tho 
parties,  unless  it  should  be  shown  that  one  of  the  purtiee  wal 
vented  from  making  his  title  available  In  the  fonnor  suit  by^ 
temporary  impediment,  sueh  as  an  outstanding  lea^e  or  liceoi 
that  he  liiLd  auqnired  some  new  title  since  the  former  jndgmtil 
The  doutrine  that  a  judgment  cannot  be  pleaded  in  bar  or  gfi 
in  evidence  by  way  of  estoppel,  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  act 
of  ejectment  at  common   law  is  between  fictitious  pereons,  i 
has  no  applicability  to  one  action  for  possession  of  real  propu 
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which  is  more  like  the  writ  of  entry  or  assize  than  the  old  action 
of  ejectment.  One  action,  although  called  ejectment,  seems  to 
combine  the  properties  of  a  writ  of  assize,  of  entry,  and  of  right, 
and  as  sach,  a  judgment  in  an  action  is  an  estoppel  in  regard  to 
all  titles  litigated.  Bat  where,  since  the  judgment,  new  rights 
and  titles  have  accrued,  it  is  no  bar  to  another  action.  In  States 
whei*e  the  fictitious  form  of  the  action  of  ejectment  formerlj  in 
use  has  been  abolished,  and  issue  is  made  by  the  parties  in  their 
real  names,  and  the  land  is  accurately  described,  a  verdict  and  judg- 
ment in  such  action,  where  the  title  to  the  fee  is  in  question,  is  a 
bar  to  a  second  trial  for  the  same  cause  of  action  between  the 
same  parties*  in  the  absence  of  statute  law  to  the  contrary. 

But  in  Missouri  it  was  decided  (owing  to  a  repeal  of  the 
statute)  that  there  was  no  bar  in  such  actions.* 

In  a  late  case*  the  rule  is  thus  stated  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
that  State :  '^  At  the  common  law,  a  judgment  in  ejectment  was 
not  a  finality,  whether  the  titles  or  defenses  were  the  same  or  not. 
Nor  is  the  common  law  rule  changed  by  the  Missouri  statutes 
which  have  aboliuhed  leoM^  ent/ry  and  ouster^  and  require  the  action 
to  be  brought  in  the  real  names  of  the  parties.  (Citing.)*  The 
common  law  rule  has  always  been  the  law  of  this  State,  except  while 
section  33,  chapter  58  of  the  revision  of  1855  was  in  force,  which 
provided  that  judgment  in  ejectment,  except  of  non-suit,  should 
be  a  bar  to  any  other  action  between  the  same  parties,  or  those 
claiming  bj  or  under  them  as  to  the  same  subject-matter.  The 
-decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Miller,  4  Wall.  35,  was  based  on  the  act 
of  1855,  which  was  repealed  in  1857,  and  the  common  law  rule 
restored  as  it  previously  existed.  It  is  a  mistaken  assumption 
that  the  sole  reason  for  the  ancient  rule,  in  regard  to  the  want  of 
finality  of  judgments  in  ejectment,  was  the  employment  of  ficti- 
tious parties  in  the  proceedings.     A  judgment  in  ejectment  con- 

>  Ameetri   v.   Castro,  49  Cal.   325;  9ft ;  Haight  v.  Paris,  16  M.  &  W.  145; 
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fers  no  title  upon  the  party  in  whose  favor  it  is  given.  ^  It  ier 
therefore  manifest  that  the  jadgment  can  never  be  final,  and  that 
it  is  always  in  the  power  of  the  party  failing,  whether  claimants 
or  defendants,  to  bring  a  new  action.'  This  reason  is  just  a& 
applicable  since  the  abolishment  of  lease,  entry  and  ouster,  as 
before.  It  is  true,  since  the  courts  have  allowed  parol  testimony 
to  establish  the  matters  actually  litigated  in  a  case  without  regard 
to  the  issues  made  by  the  pleadings,  a  change  from  the  old  law 
might  be  more  plausible  than  when  the  courts  held  that  to  create 
an  estoppel  the  precise  point  of  the  judgment  must  be  made  to 
appear  from  the  record  alone,  and  we  do  not  undertake  to  say  that 
such  an  innovation  might  not  be  wise  and  beneficial,  although  the 
experiment  in  1855  did  not  prove  an  acceptable  one,  and  holds 
us  in  doubt  whether  this  State  is  willing  to  abandon  the  safe* 
guards  of  the  common  law  and  place  traffic  in  land  on  the  same 
footing  with  horses  and  merchandise." 

§  205.  A  confession  of  judgment  in  ejectment  is  conclusive  in 
a  subsequent  ejectment  for  the  same  land  between  the  same  par- 
ties or  their  privies.  It  must  be  treated  upon  the  same  genera] 
priDciples  of  law  that  belong  to  solemn  or  judicial  confessions  ia 
other  cases.  The  most  important  interests — not  only  property 
and  liberty,  but  life  itself — are  habitually  concluded  judicially  by 
solemn  confessions  made  by  the  party  in  interest  in  the  face  of  a 
court  of  justice.  Is  there  any  reason  why  ejectment  should  form 
an  exception  ?  In  the  nature  of  things,  the  interests  involved  iu 
an  ejectment  suit  are  no  more  beyond  the  power  of  the  party  to 
control  by  his  confession,  than  any  other  rights  of  persons  or 
property.  If  he  may  confess  his  guilt  in  a  capital  case,  he  may 
most  assuredly  confess  his  want  of  title  in  ejectment,  and  a  judg- 
ment confessed  concludes  and  estops  him  and  all  his  privies ;  thifr 
not  upon  the  effect  of  the  statute,  but  of  the  general  principles  of 
common  law.  It  is  a  voluntary  waiver  of  all  defenses  and  of  all 
rights  under  the  statutes  or  at  common  law — a  total  and  nncon* 
ditional  surrender  of  the  field  of  controversy,  which  concludes- 
him  for  ever.'  And  where  the  attorneys  of  both  parties  in  an 
action  of  ejectment  enter  into  an  agreement  in  open  court,  sub- 
mitting a  question  of  boundary  to  the  final  decision  of  arbitrators^ 

1  Secrist  v.  Zimmerman,  55  Pa.  St.  446. 
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the  award  of  the  arbitrators  and  jadgment  thereon  h  conclusive 
in  another  action  of  ejectment  between  the  same  parties  for  the 
same  land.'  A  disclaimer  by  a  defendant  in  ejectment,  unless 
withdrawn  or  amended  by  leave  of  court,  operates  as  an  estoppel 
of  record  of  the  part  of  the  land  disclaimed.* 

§  206.  In  regard  to  the  conclusiveness  of  judgments  in  actions 
of  ejectment,  there  is  a  vast  difference  in  the  different  States  in 
the  Union,  in  the  value  attached  to  real  estate,  and  to  the  title  by 
which  it  is  held,  as  compared  with  other  species  of  property. 
But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  all  of  them  the  feeling  is  far 
removed  from  that  which  formerly  prevailed  in  England,  or 
which  prevails  there  even  now.  While  some  of  our  older  States 
still  maintain  many  of  the  safeguards  of  the  common  law,  with 
its  complicated  system  of  conveyancing  operating  as  a  strong  drag 
upon  the  facility  and  frequency  of  transfers  of  real  property,  in 
the  Western  States,  the  inhabitants  traffic  in  land  as  they  do  in 
horses  or  merchandise,  and  sell  a  quarter-section  of  land  as  readily 
and  easily  as  they  do  a  horse  or  wagon.  The  laws  of  the  people 
correspond  with  their  habits.  Deeds  of  conveyance  are,  by 
statute,  rendered  exceedingly  simple  and  effectual,  the  main  safe- 
^ard  being  a  well-digested  system  of  registration.  In  conson- 
ance with  this  general  facility  for  traffic,  it  is  their  policy  to  pre- 
vent those  endless  litigations  concerning  titles  to  laud,  which,  in 
other  countries,  are  transmitted  from  one  generation  to  another. 
The  rapid  settlement  of  a  new  country  requires  that  a  title  once, 
fairly  determined,  shall  not  be  again  disturbed  as  between  the 
same  parties.'" 

§  207.  In  England  ejectment  is  a  possessory  action  ;  the  judg- 
ment, therefore,  is  not  conclusive  upon  the  mere  right  or  title 
and  cannot  be  pleaded  in  any  subsequent  suit,  whether  of  eject- 
ment or  trespass,  in  which  the  title  is  in  controversy ;  while  a 
judgment  in  trespass  may  be  an  estoppel  in  a  subsequent  eject- 
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ment,  the  estoppel  of  the  jadgment  in  ejectment  does  not  extend 
to  the  title ;  it  is  limited  only  to  the  right  of  possession,  and  i& 
conclnsive  in  regard  to  that  only,  till  reversed  or  set  aside  in 
another  action  of  the  same  nature.'  The  defendant  in  an  action 
of  ejectment,  against  whom  a  judgment  has  been  recovered,  can- 
not deny  the  plaintiff's  title  in  an  action  for  mesne  profits,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  the  only  question  in  controversy  in  the  action 
of  ejectment  was  the  plaintiff's  right  of  possession,  and  not  the 
absolute  right  to  the  land.' 

§  208.  A  verdict  and  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  in  action  for 
trespass  quare  olatcsum  fregit^  in  which  the  question  of*  the 
plaintiff's  title  was  directly  involved  and  adjudicated  upon,  will 
be  conclusive  evidence  that  he  has  a  valid  title  in  another 
action  against  the  same  defendant.  Where  a  plaintiff  has 
recovered  in  an  action  of  trespass  qu,  cl.  fr,j  such  recovery 
is  res  adjudicata,  as  between  the  parties,  that  plaintiff's  pos* 
session,  before  the  trespass  in  that  suit  complained  of,  wa& 
peaceable,  and  prior  to  defendant's,  and  of  such  a  character  as 
to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  retake  it,  if  it  could  be  done  peace- 
ably. Such  judgment  can  be  used,  in  any  subsequent  action  of 
trespass  to  try  title,  by  either  of  the  parties  or  their  privies  for 
the  recovery  of  the  same  land,'  and  will  estop  the  defendant  from 
alleging  the  same  title  in  a  subsequent  action  of  ejectment :  bat 
if  the  defendant,  after  the  rendition  of  the  judgment,  acquires 
title  by  purchase  he  is  not  estopped  from  alleging  that  fact,  and 
such  judgment  will  not  be  a  bar,  for  the  reason  that  the  matter  in 
issue  is  entirely  different.*  Where  parties  are  bound  by  the 
estoppel  of  a  former  judgment  in  such  an  issue,  when  raised  on 
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the  record  in  pleading,  they  mast  be  equally  boand,  when  it  arises 
on  the  trial  under  the  general  issue.' 

§  209.  The  well-settled  principle  that  a  judgment  negativing 
the  right  of  a  plaintiff  or  defendant  stated  in  his  plea  estops  him 
in  a  subsequent  action  from  asserting  that  right  against  the  same 
parijT,  may  be  further  illustrated  by  the  following  cases :  In  an 
action  on  a  promissory  note,  where  the  defense  was  fraud,  and 
the  judgment  was  rendered  for  the  defendant,  the  verdict  was 
held  in  another  action  on  another  note  growing  out  of  the  same 
transfttstion,  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fraud.*  Thus,  where  the 
defendant  pleaded  want  of  consideration  by  reason  of  false  repre- 
sentations of  the  vendor  concerning  the  value  of  goods  sold,  in 
an  action  on  a  promissory  note,  and  the  plaintiff  recovered  judg- 
ment Ityf  part  only  of  the  note,  the  defendant  was  barred  of  his 
action  for  false  representations.'  80,  in  an  action  for  interest 
due  on  n  bond,  a  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  of 
the  interest  claimed  will  be  conclusive  evidence  in  an  action  on 
the  bond,  dud  estop  the  defendant  from  alleging  fraud,  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  a  defense  which  was  available  in  the  former 
suit,  and  tbe  presumption  is  that  it  was  so  used  ;*  and  ou  the 
same  principle,  in  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  goods  sold  and  deliv- 
ered, a  verdict  against  the  vendee  on  the  ground  that  the  sale 
was  fraudulent  as  against  tbe  yeDdoi*'s  creditors,-  is  conclusive  of 
fraud  in  a  subsequent  action  between  the  same  parties  for  other 
goods  which  were  not  included  in  the  first  action.  80  a  judg- 
ment against  a  firm  on  a  note  made  by  one  of  the  partners  will 
be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  partnership,  the 
making  of  tbe  note,  and  the  right  of  tlie  partner  to  bind  the  firm 
in  a  subsequent  action  broijght  by  one  of  the  firm  to  recover 
damages  from  tbe  plaintiff  in  the  former  action  for  fraudulently 
taking  the  note  for  the  individual  debt  of  the  maker  ;  and  the 
court  held  that  the  estoppel  of  the  former  judgment  beyond  the 
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fact  of  the  making  of  the  note  and  the  right  to  bind  the  firm, 
would  not  prevent  a  recovery  in  an  action  for  damages,  provided 
it  could  be  done  without  controverting  the  issues  which  had  been 
irrevocably  settled  in  the  first  action.'  A  judgment  upon  an 
accounting  between  partners  is  conclusive  as  to  all  partnership 
matters  between  them.*  And  where  defendants  plead  in  abate- 
ment the  non-joinder  of  others  whom  they  claimed  to  be 
copartners,  and  succeed  in  their  plea,  the  record  is  conclusive  in 
another  action  against  the  parties  setting  up  such  plea  that  the 
persons  alleged  in  their  plea  wero  partners.*  So  a  judgment 
against  several  as  copartners  is  conclusive,  in  a  subsequent  action 
between  the  same  parties,  of  such  partnership.*  So  a  decision 
that  a  bankrupt's  discharge  was  fraudulently  obtained  is  conclu- 
sive of  t)ie  fraud  in  another  action  where  the  discharge  is  pleaded. 
In  an  action  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  a  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff  will  be  conclusive  as  to  the  lawful  possession  of  the 
land  in  action  for  assault  committed  by  the  defendant  at  tjie  time 
of  the  entry,  where  the  defendant  attempts  to  justify  on  the 
ground  that  the  legal  possession  is  in  hijp  and  not  in  the  plaintiff. 

§  210.  Whenever  a  judgment  cannot  be  rendered  without 
deciding  specific  issues,  it  will  be  conclusive  on  those  issues  iu 
any  future  litigation  between  the  same  parties  ;*  and  where  a 
judgment  is  rendered  on  one  of  two  notes  it  will  be  conclusive 
in  an  action  on  the  other,  of  the  matters  litigated  and  decided  in 
the  first,  though  it  has  to  be  shown  by  parol  testimony,  the  record 
being  silent  on  the  matter.  ^^  It  makes  no  difference  whether 
the  judgment  is  on  a  q^uestion  of  law  or  fact,  for  whenever  the 
coTistruction  of  an  instrument  has  been  judicially  determined,  it 
must  be  followed  in  every  other  action  where  the  same  issue 
arises  between  the  same  parties*  and  those  in  privity  with  them 
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in  law  or  estate."  Thus,  where  the  matter  passed  upon  is  the 
right  under  the  language  of  a  certain  contract  to  take  receipts  on 
a  railroad,  the  judgment  concludes  the  question  of  the  meaning 
of  the  contract  in  a  suit  for  subsequent  tolls  received '  under  the 
siune  contract.'  So  where  a  judgment  has  been  rendered  against 
a  person  upon  a  verdict  of  a  jury,  finding  him  to  be  an  original 
promisor  of  a  note  in  the  suit  specified  instead  of  an  indorser, 
he  is  estopped  to  deny  that  relation  in  any  litigation  with  any 
other  party  to  the  note.'  So  a  judgment  upon  an  issue  of  fact 
joined  by  the  pleadings  in  an  action  is  conclusive  against  the  par- 
ties, although  no  relief  is  asked  upon  it  or  reference  made  to  it 
in  the  petition.*  However  numerous  the  questions  involved  in  a 
suit,  if  they  were  tried  and  decided,  the  renewal  of  litigation  for 
any  one  of  the  same  causes  violates  the  doctrine  of  re^  adjucU- 
oaia  as  much  as  if  the  first  suit  presented  but  one  issue.  ^  An 
adjudication  by  a  competent  tribunal  is  conclusive,  not  only  in 
the  proceeding  in  which  it  is  pronounced,  but  in  every  other 
^here  the  right  or  title  in  controversy  is  the  same,  although  the 
cause  of  action  may  be  different,  between  the  same  parties  or 
their  privies.  Thus  a  former  adjudication  in  a  suit  to  recover 
taxes  paid  on  certain  lands  for  certain  years  is  conclusive  in 
another  suit  between  the  same  parties  and  their  privies,  to  recover 
taxes  paid  on  the  same  land  for  subsequent  years,  when  the  pay- 
ments for  all  the  years  were  made  in  the  same  right,  without  any 
ehange  in  the  relation  of  the  parties  or  of  the  law  governing 
their  rights,  where  in  the  former  action  the  bill  was  dismissed, 
without  prejudice  as  to  s^pa/rt  of  the  lands,  but  the  gross  amount 
of  taxes  claimed  to  be  recovered  was  agreed  to  have  been  paid 


y.  Sigerson.  96  Mo.  688;  Shirley  v. 
Feame,  88  Miss.  658;  Manly  y.  Eidd, 
88  Miss.  141;.Bloodgood  y.  Carsey, 
81  Ala.  615;  Sturdevant  y.  Handall, 
58  Ma  149;  Wilson  y.  Davol,  Bosw. 
619;  R.  R.  Co.  y.  Wynne,  14  Ind.  880; 
Oty,  &c.  y.  Taylor,  11  B.  Mon.  861; 
Jackson  y.  Lodge,  86  Cal.  28;  Freer 
y.  Steelenbur,  2  Abb.  App.  189; 
Bchoch  y.  Foreman,  8  Brews.  157; 
Bank    y.   Edwards,    10   Gray.    887; 


Hanford  y.  Fitch,  Conn.  ;  Bis- 
sick  y.  McKensie,  7  Daly,  265;  Jacob- 
son  y.  Millec,  41  Mich.  90;  Buchanan 
y.  Smith,  75  Mo.  466. 

»  R.  R  Co.  y.  R  R  Co.,  20  Wall. 
187. 

*  Sturtevant  y.  Randall,58  Me.  149. 

•  McGregor  y.  McGregor,  21  Iowa, 
441. 

«  Whitehurst   y.  Rogers,  88   Md. 
508. 


234 


The  Law  ob^  Estoppel. 


on  all  the  lands  Juld^  and  adjudication  as  to  the  recovery  of  the* 
taxes  paid  on  all  the  lands/ 

§  211.  When  a  former  judgment  is  used  by  way  of  an  estop- 
pel, the  plaintiff  may  reply,  that  it  did  not  relate  to  the  sama 
property  or  transaction  in  controversy  in  the  action  to  which  it 
is  set  up  in  bar :  and  the  question  of  identity  thus  raised  is  de- 
termined  by  the  jury,  upon  the  evidence  adduced.*  And  though 
the  declaration  in  the  former  suit  may  be  broad  enough  to  include 
the  subject-matter  of  the  second  action,  yet,  if,  upon  the  whole 
record  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  same  subject-matter  was  actu- 
ally passed  upon,  parol  evidence  will  be  admitted  to  show  the 
truth.  If,  in  the  pleadings,  there  are  several  distinct  counts,  the 
evidence  may  have  referred  to  either,  or  all,  with  equal  propriety  y 
the  judgment,  in  such  a  case,  is  only  jprima facie  evidence  upou 
any  one  of  the  counts,  and  evidence  aliunde  is  admissible  to 
rebut  it.*  Parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  show  what  facts,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  record,  were  necessarily  or  actually  the  basis 
of  the  fijuding,^  where  the  record  is  silent ;  and  in  aid  of  the 
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judgment  to  identify  the  parties,'  as  well  as  to  identify  the  con- 
troTersy '  and  show  that  the  matters  in  issue  and  decided  in  the 
first  action  are  the  same  as  those  presented  for  detei*mination  in 
the  second.*  This  is  a  question  of  great  delicacy.  Courts  should 
take  care  not  to  tempt  persons  to  try  experiments  in  one  action, 
and  when  they  fail,  to  suffer  them  to  bring  other  actions  for  the 
same  demand.  The  plaintiff  who  brings  a  second  action  ought 
not  to  leave  it  to  nice  investigation  to  see  whether  the  two  causes 
of  action  are  the  same.  He  ought  to  show  beyond  all  contro- 
versy that  the  second  is  a  different  cause  of  action  from  the  first^ 
in  which  he  failed.* 

Where  one  wrongfully  takes  another's  horse,  and  sells  him, 
applying  the  money  to  his  own  use,  a  verdict  and  judgment  in 
trespass,  in  an  action  by  the  owner,  for  the  taking,  will  be  effec- 
tual as  an  estoppel  in  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  the  money  re- 
ceived, or  for  the  price,  the  cause  of  action  being  proved  to  be 
identical/  And  upon  this  same  principle,  if  a  plaintiff  declares 
on  two  counts,  as,  for  instance,  one  on  a  promissory  note,  and  the 
other  for  goods  sold,  and  takes  a  judgment  for  the  note,  but 
offers  no  evidence  on  the  other  count,  it  will  not  be  a  bar  to 
another  action  for  goods  sold  ;*  but  if  the  plaintiff  had  adduced 
evidence  on  the  count  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  and  the 
judgment  had  included  this  with  the  other  demand,  it  can  be 
pleaded  as  a  judgment  recovered  upon  the  same  cause  of  action  ; 
so  an  adjudication  of  indebtedness  upon  an  item  of  account  by 
one  court  will  be  a  bar  to  an  action  upon  it  in  another,  notwith- 
standing it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  plaintiff  to  include  it  in 
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the  former  action.  The  fact  that  it  was  presented  and  submitted 
with  the  case  will  be  conclnsive  of  the  adjudication.  Thus 
where  the  plaintiff  sned  the  defendant  on  an  account  in  which 
was  the  following  item :  "  To  amount  of  R.  P.  B.,  $200,"  evi- 
dence was  introduced  in  relation  to  said  item,  but  which  way 
or  what  determination  was  made  of  it  did  not  appear.  In 
another  action,  brought  upon  this  item,  it  was  found  by  the  court 
that  plaintiff  '^  did  not  intend  to  include  said  claim  in  the  former 
4iuit,  although  he  held  the  same  at  the  time,  and  it  might  have 
been  included  in  said  claim."  But  the  Supreme  Court,  on  appeal, 
said  that  this  demand  was  included  in  the  other  suit,  that  evidence 
was  introduced  thereon,  and  on  the  whole  case.  It  is  not  a  mate- 
rial question  as  to  whether  plaintiff  was  allowed  this  item  in  the 
•other  action  or  not.  If  it  was  presented,  evidence  introduced 
upon  it,  and  it  was  not  withdrawn  but  submitted  with  the  case, 
the  judgment  is  a  complete  bar,  and  the  plaintiff  cannot  now  be 
heard  to  say  that  he  did  not  intend  to  include  this  claim  in  the 
other  suit.* 

§  213.  The  judgment  must  be  on  the  merits.  If  the  real 
merits  of  the  action  are  not  decided  in  the  first,  the  prior  judg- 
ment is  no  bar,*  Generally,  where  questions  of  this  kind  arise, 
regulating  the  identity  of  the  matters  litigated  in  the  former  suit, 
parol  evidence  is  admissible,  to  show  what  transpired  on  the 
former  trial,  in  order  to  explain  the  record  ;*  and  if  the  record 
shows  that  the  same  cause  of  action  was  apparently  determined  in 
the  first  suit,  it  will  he  jprima/acie,  but  not  conclusive  evidence 
that  it  has  passed  ^^mremjttdicatum;^^  and  the  burden  of  prov- 
ing that  it  did  not,  is  upon  the  party  against  whom  the  record  is 
used.  Where  the  party  against  whom  a  record  is  sought  to  be 
used  fails  to  offer  any  evidence  to  show  that  the  general  verdict 
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in  the  prior  action  was  not  rendered  upon  the  issne  involving  th^ 
meritB,  the  judgment  in  the  first  snit,  instead  of  heii\g  prima  facie 
evidence  for  the  jxirtj  in  whose  favor  it  was  rendered,  is  coTi- 
chi^ive.^     Hence,  in  order  to  know  what  is  within  the  estoppel 
of  a  judgment,  it  is  necessary  to  go  beyond  the  judgment,  first  ta 
the  demand  or  cause  of  action,  and  next  to  the  defense  or  answer 
made  by  the  defendant,  and   regard  every  question   as  finally 
adjudged  against  the  unsuccessful  party,  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  an  estoppel  for  him,  if  determined  in  his  favor.     This  is 
the  rule,  where  the  point  is  set  forth  definitely  on  the  record,  and 
also  where  the  general  issue  is  substituted  for  the  special  plea, 
where  the  questions  raised  by  the  evidence  and  presented  to  the 
jury  can  be  ascertained  with  certainty  from  the  testimony  of  wit- 
nesses or  the  decision  of  the  judge  before  whom  the  cause  is 
tried."    While  the  evidence  of  a  juror  is  admissible  to  show  the 
identity  of  the  subject-matter  in  different  actions,  it  cannot  be 
received  to  contradict  the  record."    But  the  rule  never  has  been 
extended  to  the  introduction  of  evidence  showing  the  action  taken 
by  the  jury,  or  what  matters  were  considered  by  them.     To  do 
so  might  tend  to  the  contradiction  of  the  record ;  and  this  is  not 
permissible. 

§  218.  A  fact  is  not  less  at  issue  or  within  the  conclusion  of 
the  verdict,  because  it  is  comprised  in  a  general  traverse  or  aver- 
ment, and  the  only  difference  between  the  cases,  where  the  issue 
is  general,  embracing  various  matters,  and  those  where  it  is  lim- 
ited to  a  single  point,  is,  that  the  estoppel,  which  appears  by  the 
mere  inspection  of  the  record  in  the  one  case,  must  be  made  out 
by  evidence  in  the  other ;  so  that,  when  what  was  actually  decided 
in  a  former  suit  can  be  ascertained  by  parol  evidence,  it  will  be 
an  estoppel,  notwithstanding  the  ambiguity  of  the  record,  or  a 
change  in  the  form  in  which  the  question  is  presented.^    So,  a 
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verdict  for  the  defendaDt  in  an  action  broagbt  for  the  recovery^ 
of  a  chattel,  which  was  conveyed  by  a  deed,  which  is  put  in  evi- 
dence at  (he  trial,  and  relied  on  as  a  soarce  of  title,  will  be  con- 
clusive of  the  validity  of  the  deed  in  a  subsequent  suit  for  another 
chattel  comprised  in  the  same  instrument.'  When  a  question 
litigated  in  a  second  suit  is  the  same  as  that  decided  in  the  first, 
the  estoppel  will  not  be  less  binding,  because  the  cause  of  action 
is  different,  and  the  identity  of  the  points  actually  in  dispute 
cannot  appear  without  extrinsic  proof.*  Thus  a  decision  that 
the  defendant  did  not  owe  the  plaintiff  contribution  on  one  bond, 
was  held  to  estop  him  from  recovering  it  on  another,  given  at  the 
same  time  and  in  course  of  the  same  transaction,  although  parol 
evidence  was  necessary  to  apply  the  bar  of  the  former  proceeding 
to  the  demand  in  suit.' 

§  214.  A  traversable  fact,  put  in  issue  in  a  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction  between  the  same  parties,  and  tried  by  that  court,  is 
a  bar  to  another  action,  based  on  the  same  fact,  although  the  relief 
asked  in  the  last  case  is  different  from  that  in  the  first.  Thus,  a 
suit  by  the  wife  for  alimony,  based  on  the  desertion  of  the  has- 
band  on  a  given  day,  and  which  is  denied  by  the  husband  and 
found  against  him,  is  a  bar  to  an  action  for  divorce,  by  the  hus- 
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Ga.  46;  Perry  v.  Lewis,  49  Miss.  448; 
Taylor  v.  Castle,  42  Cal.  867;  Smith 
V.  Smith,  60  N.  H.  212. 
*  Bouchand  y.  Diss,  8  Denio,  288. 
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band  against  the  wife,  based  on  the  desertion  of  the  wife  at  the 
«ame  time.  A  cause  of  action,  having  for  its  ground  or  fonnda- 
tion  the  same  matters  as  are  decided  npon  in  a  former  suit  between 
the  same  parties,  is  barred  by  the  former  suit.'  Thus,  a  judg- 
ment in  an  action  of  contract  for  a  breach  of  an  agreement  to 
discharge  an  execution  is  a  bar  to  an  action  pf  tort,  in  which  the 
same  facts  are  alleged  as  in  the  former  suit,  with  the  addition  of 
an  averment  of  special  damages  resulting  from  an  arrest  on  the 
exectftion.* 

§  215.  In  the  case  of  Sheldon  v,  Edwards,'  the  learned  jndge 
«aj6,  '^  That  the  question  whether  the  former  suit  and  judgment 
thereon  was  bar  to  the  action,  depends  upon  the  question  whether 
it  was  a  judgment  upon  the  whole  merits.  The  same  defense 
was  set  up  in  the  answer  there,  as  in  this  suit.  The  facts  were 
particularly  found  there,  though  not  all  precisely  as  they  are  in 
this  suit.  On  the  judgment  there  can  be  no  dispute  or  denial 
that  both  issues  were  distinctly  passed  upon,  found  and  adjudged ; 
the  same  defense  was  pleaded,  the  facts  found  and  the  law  ad- 
judged. Why,  then,  was  it  not  a  bar  to  this  action  ?  It  is  said 
that  where  <he  action  is  dismissed  or  judgment  given  for.  the 
defendant  upon  a  preliminary  point  before  reaching  the  merits, 
it  is  no  bar  to  another  action.^  No  one  can  dispute  the  sound- 
ness of  the  rule,  but  these,  cases  have  no  sort  of  application  to  this 
one.  Take  a  plainer  case ;  an  action  is  brought  upon  a  draft 
before  the  days  of  grace  had  expired.  The  defendant  answers  : 
first,  that  the  draft  is  usurious ;  second,  that  it  was  paid ;  third 
that  it  was  premature.  The  defendant  being  entitled  to  grace, 
the  court  found  each  issue  for  the  defendant,  and  judgment  was 
accordingly  entered.  Can  any  court  assume  to  say  that  the  judg- 
ment was  given  upon  one  issue  more  than  upon  another,  when 
the  record  shows  it  was  given  alike  upon  all  ?  Can  it  be  denied 
that  each  of  these  issues  was  tried  and  adjudged  ?  What  court 
then  can  detract  from  the  power  or  force  of  the  consequences 
flowing  upon  such  judgment  upon  the  issues  ?     It  is  stated  that 

»  Kalisch  v.  Kalisch,  9  Wis.  629;  »  86  N.  Y.  286;  Oleson  v.  Merrihew, 

Roberts  v.  Heim,  27  Ala.  678 ;  Lee  v.  Wis.  L.  News,  110. 

Xingsbury,    18  Tex.   68;    Baker   v.  4  Hughes  v.  Blake,  1  Mason,  616; 

Btinchfield.  67  Me.  863.  EstUl  v.  Taul.  2  Yerg.  467;  R.  R  v. 

»  Smith  V.  Way,  9  Allen,  472.  Lewis,  8  Pick.  118. 


1 


240  The  Law  of  Estoppel. 

estoppels  must  be  mntual ;  that  if  these  issues  upon  the  merits 
had  been  found  the  other  way,  and  the  complaint  dismissed 
because  the  action  was  prematurely  bronglit,  there  would  have 
been  no  estoppel  against  the  defendant  from  trying  them  again 
if  another  action  was  brought.  This  seems  plausible,  but  I  think 
unsound.  It  is  the  j[udgment  upon  the  findings  that  makes  the 
estoppel.  If  the  judgment  be  one  of  nonsnit,  or  in  the  nature  of 
a  nonsnit,  and  the  action  be  dismissed,  nothing  whatever  is  ad- 
judged in  respect  to  a  subsequent  suit.  It  is  no  bar  to  anything  y 
an  action  is  brought  on  a  draft,  and  the  plaintiff,  after  evidence 
on  both  sides,  is  nonsuited,  judgment  of  nonsuit  entered  and  paid. 
The  next  day  he  brings  the  same  action  again,  and  succeeds ;  the 
former  of  course  being  no  bar.  But  suppose,  instead  of  a  non- 
suit, tlie  judgment  had  been  for  the  defendant  npon  the  merits, 
because  he  failed  ih  prove  the  defendant's  handwriting,  it  is 
equally  clear  that  the  judgment  would  have  been  binding  and  a 
bar,  whether  it  was  founded  on  the  finding  of  a  court  or  referee 
or  the  verdict  of  a  jury."*  As  a  further  illustration  of  this, 
principle,  a  second  action  of  replevin  to  recover  certain  personal 
property  mortgaged  to  appellee  to  secure  a  promissory  note,  wniy 
commenced.  A  similar  suit  had  been  brought  before,  and  judg- 
ment rendered  for  appellant,  because  no  demand  had  been  made 
by  appellee  before  the  suit  was  bronght.  A  demand  was  duly 
made  before  the  bringing  of  the  second  suit.  The  defendant 
pleaded  estoppel  by  the  former,  adjudication,  but  the  plaintiff  had 
judgment  in  his  favor.  The  court  said,  ''  If  a  demand  was  neces- 
sary, and  the  appellee  was  defeated  in  the  former  action  for  the 
want  thereof,  he  is  not  estopped  from  maintaining  this  action.. 
The  action  of  replevin  will  not  lie  unless  the  goods  were  wrong- 
fully taken  or  are  unlawfully  detained.  It  was  stipulated  in  the 
mortgage  in  question  that  appellant  was  to  retain  possession  of 
the  property  until  the  debt  became  due.  The  detention  of  the 
property  after  the  debt  became  due  was  not  unlawful  until  a 
demand  was  made  for  it ;  and  an  action  of  replevin  to  recover 
such  property  could  not,  therefore,  be  maintained  without  this 
action  ;  and  the  former  suit  having  failed  for  want  of  a  demand,, 
it  constitutes  no  bar  to  this  action.* 

>  Sheldon  v.  Edwards,  85  N.  Y.  286.      *  Roberts  v.  Norris,  8  0.  L.  J.  89. 
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Thus,  in  an  action  by  attachment,  in  addition  to  the  indebted- 
ness for  which  judgment  was  prajed,  plaintiff  set  oat  a  note  not 
yet  due,  alleging  that  it  was  a  lien  upon  the  attached  property, 
and  asking  that  any  surplus  arising  from  the  sale  of  such  property 
be  applied  to  its  payment ;  its  validity  was  acknowledged  by  the 
defendant,  who  pleacjed  a  counter  claim.  JJefore  the  trial,  the  note 
matured  ;  it  was  offered  in  evidence  and  considered  by  the  jury 
in  arriving  at  their  verdict.  To  a  subsequent  action  upon  the 
same  note,  defendant  pleaded  the  former  judgment.  Ileld^  that 
no  judgment  having  been  prayed  thereon  in  the  former  case,  the 
note  was  not  in  issue  as  a  cause  of  action  under  the  pleadings, 
and  the  judgment  therein  was  not  a  bar  to  a  future  recovery. 
In  this  case  the  court  say  :^  ''  The  attachment,  as  we  understand, 
only  issued  for  the  claims  due.  Therefore  the  allegations  in  the 
petition,  in  reference  to  the  note  sued  on  in  this  action,  must  be 
regarded  as  surplusage.  It  is  further  alleged  in  the  answer : 
*  That  said  cause  (the  former  action)  was  submitted  to  the  jury 
and  the  said  note  in  this  action  sued  on  was  .  .  .  offered 
in  evidence,  both  as  a  cause  of  action  and  ground  of  recovery 
and  to  reduce  or  defeat  defendants'  counter-claim  thereon ;  that 
the  jury  in  the  determination  of  the  question  of  indebtedness 
.  •  .  considered  the  note  sued  on  in  this  action,  and  in 
arriving  at  their  verdict  charged  B.  with  the  full  amount  thereof 
and  allowed  O.  the  full  amount  of  said  note.'  A  judgment  is 
only  conclusive  on  the  matters  which  are  directly  in  issue,  and  not 
those  which  are  brought  incidentally  into  a  controversy  during 
a  trial.  Ordinarily,  the  pleadings  in  a  case  constitute,  make, 
define  and  limit  the  matters  in  issue.'  If,  under  the  pleadings  in 
the  former  action,  the  plaintiff  could  not  obtain  judgment  on  the 
note  if  introduced  in  evidence  and  the  proof  entitled  him  thereto, 
it  wonid  seem  necessarily  to  follow  that  no  judgment  could  be 
rendered  which  would  bar  his  right  of  action  thereafter.  It  is 
wholly  immaterial  what  the  jury  did — whether  they  allowed,  dis- 
allowed or  considered  the  note  in  arriving  at  their  verdict.  The 
only  question  is,  did  the  note  sued  on  constitute  an  issue  in  the 
former  action  ?  If  the  rule  be  established  that  the  action  taken 
by  a  jury  determines  what  has  been  adjudicated,  much  un- 

>  Crum  V.  Bobs,  48  Iowa,  288.  •  Allen  v.  Newberry,  8  Iowa,  65w 
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certainty  most  prevail  1     Their  action,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
can  have  no  effect  on  the  question  presented." 

§  216.  What  is  meant  by  an  eetoppel  being  mntnal  is,  that 
the  particalar  judgment  is  binding  upon  both,  if  obligatory  upon 
either.  The  merits  having  been  determined  in  the  former  suit, 
and  judgment  entered  thereon,  it  is  conclusive  upon  both  parties 
until  reversed.  It  is  entirely  mutual.  In  order  that  a  judgment 
in  another  action  between  the  same  parties  shall  constitute  an 
estoppel,  it  should  appear  that  the  identical  questions  involved  in 
the  issue  tried  were  passed  upon  by  the  court  or  jury  at  the 
former  trial.*  It  must,  therefore,  be  clearly  evident  that  a  former 
judgment  cannot  operate  as  an  estoppel  to  another  action,  unless 
the  subsequent  suit  is  not  only  founded  upon  the  same  contract  or 
transaction  as  that  litigated  in  the  first,  but  that  the  subsequent 
action  is  brought  for  the  wrong  or  redress  which  the  party  sought 
in  the  first  action.*  So,  a  judgment  for  a  defendant  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  an  alleged  deception  in  inducing 
the  plaintiff  to  enter  into  a  contract,  can  be  no  defense  to  an 
action  on  the  contract'  or  on  a  bond  given  for  the  fulfillment  of 
the  contract,  because  a  judgment  that  a  contract  was  not  pro- 
cured or  void  for  fraud,  can  be  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
enforced/  Every  fact  which  exists  on  record  must  be  proved  by 
the  record,  but  when  the  question  is  as  to  the  real  subject-matter 
of  the  suit,  or  to  show  a  bar  to  another  suit,  or  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  an  action  of  indemnity,  the  identity  of  the  cause  of  action 
may  be  proved  by  other  than  record  evidence.*     Whether  any 


»  Kerr  v.  Hays,  86  N.  Y.  831;  Bar- 
ker  V.  Cleveland,  19  Mich.  230;  Bige- 
low  V.  Winsor,  1  Gray,  299;  Merriam 
v.  Woodcock,  104  Mass.  326:  East- 
man V.  Cooper,  15  Pick.  285 ;  Vemicil 
y.  Harper,  28  La  Ann.  803;  Boynton 
v.  Morrill,  111  Mass.  4;  Hood  v. Hood, 
110  Mass.  463;  Vincennes,  The,  8 
Wall.  171 ;  Potter  v.  Baker,  19  N.  H. 
166 ;  Lord  ▼.  Chadbourne,  42  Me.  429; 
Bank  v.  Edwards,  10  Gray,  387; 
Kirkpatrick  v.  Stingley,  2  Ind.  169; 
Frantz  v.  Ireland,  4  Lans.  278. 

s  Brenner  y.  Bigelow,  8  Kas.  496 


Tarns  y.  Lewis,  42  Pa.  St  402;  Kel- 
sey  v.  Murphy,  26  Pa.  St.  78;  Clemens 
v.  Clemens,  28  Wis.  687;  Dixon y.  Mer- 
ritt,  21  Minn.  196;  Barker  y.  Cleve- 
land, 19  Mich.  280. 

"  Harris  v.  Hammond,  18  How.  P. 
123;  Stevens  y.  Miller,  18  Gray,  285; 
Ware  v.  Percival,  61  Me.  891 ;  Wanzer 
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matter  has  been  tried  between  tne  same  parties,  and  has  been 
decided  before,  is  a  fact  depending  partly  on  parol  evidence  and 
partly  on  the  record.  Bat  while  a  record  can  be  explained,  it 
cannot  be  added  to  or  contradicted,  and  where  a  record  distinctly 
shows  what  matters  were  in  issue  and  decided,  parol  evidence 
will  not  bo  allowed  to  show  that  other  matters  not  within  the  issne 
were  likewise  adjudicated.'  Parol  evidence  may  be  received  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  whether  or  not  a  certain  question  was 
determined  in  a  former  suit.  After  a  record  of  a  former  judg- 
ment has  been  put  in  evidence,  it  may  always  be  followed  by 
«uch  parol  evidence  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  it  its  proper 
•effect  to  show  the  scope  and  extent  of  the  decision  ;  either  to 
«how  that  the  issues  actually  determined  were  in  fact  broader  and 
more  extensive  than  what  appears  on  the  face  of  the  judgment 
itself,  or  to  show  that  some  fact  was  not  passed  upon  and  deter- 
mined at  all,  which  apparently  on  the  face  of  the  record  was 
adjudicated  in  a  former  suit.  P^rol  evidence  cannot  be  lawfully 
admitted  to  contradict  a  record.  But  in  a  general  verdict  and 
judgment,  however  condnsive  is  the  judgment  of  all  matters 
adjudicated,  it  is,  in  most  cases  in  general  assumpsit  or  book 
account,  absolutely  necessary  to  resort  to  parol  evidence  to 
ascertain  whether  certain  specific  items  of  book  account  or  claims 
in  assumpsit,  were  submitted  and  adjudicated  in  the  trial  of  the 
case,  or  not ;  and  when  the  fact  is  ascertained  that  an  item  or 
claim  was  submitted  and  considered,  the  claim  becomes  merged 
in  and  concluded  by  the  judgment,  and  has,  thereafter,  no  exist- 
ence as  a  claim  for  litigation  or  dispute.' 

§  217.  But  where  a  plaintiff  brings  an  action  against  a  defend- 
ant, and  the  declaration  contains  several  causes  of  action,  and  he 
gives  evidence  on  all  the  counts,  but  for  want  of  evidence  fails  in 
establishing  some  of  them,  the  judgment  is  an  estoppel  to  another 
action  on  the  counts  he  has  failed  to  sustain,  and  if  a  claim  is 

1  Price    V.     Dewey,     6     flawyer,  son,  48  Tex.  188;  Harvey  v.  Drew,  83 

498;   Morey   v.    King,    61    Vt.  888;  lU.  606;  Underwood  v. French,6  Oreg. 

Itlanning  v.    Irish,    47     Iowa,    650;  66.  . 

Sitzennick    v.    LacaS,    1    E«p.    44;  'Gray    v.    Pingry,    17    Vt.    419; 
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Babmitted  to  a  jury,  and  tbej  disallow  it  or  allow  lees  than  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover,  the  verdict  and  judgment  is  a  con- 
clusive bar  to  another  action  for  the  same  cause.*  Thus,  S.  had 
sold  and  delivered  to  D.  several  lota  of  staves,  all  at  a  price  fixed 
by  a  contract,  whereby  S.  was  to  deliver  and  D.  to  accept  all  the 
staves  to  be  got  oat  by  S.  in  1863.  After  all  the  staves  had  been 
delivered,  8.  sued  D.  upon  the  contract,  and  the  case  went  to 
judgment.  During  the  trial  S.  failed,  by  reason  of  the  absence 
or  drunkenness  of  a  witness,  to  prove  an  item  of  2,546  staves,  and 
that  item  he  withdrew  from  the  jury.  He  aft^ward  sued  D.  to 
recover  for  the  item  thus  withdrawn  :  Hddy  that  the  item  being 
within  the  former  declaration,  and  being  a  part  of  the  articles 
furnished  under  a  single  contract  entirely  executed,  the  case 
could  not  be  distinguished  from  any  other  in  which  a  party  has 
failed  for  lack  of  proof ;  and  the  former  judgment  was  a  final 
determination  of  the  damages  to  which  8.  was  entitled  under  the 
contract,*  and  where,  through  error  of  the  referee  in  a  previous 
suit,  the  plaintiff  failed  to  recover  the  whole  amount  due  on  a 
bond  upon  which  the  action  was  brought,  the  judgment  will,, 
nevertheless,  bar  a  second  suit  upon  the  bond  to  recover  the  resi-^ 
due.'  So  where  a  declaration  contained  a  count  in  trover  and 
another  in  trespass,  there  was  a  general  verdict  for  the  plaintiff 
and  judgment  thereon.  8nch  verdict  and  judgment  is  sufBcieutly 
certain  to  enable  the  defendant  to  plead  the  former  recovery  iu 
bar  to  another  suit  on  the  same  cause  of  action.^ 

§  218.  Where  a  plaintiff's  claim  is  divisible,  part  of  it  can  be 


'  Brockway  V.  Kinney,  2  John8.210; 
Philips  V.  Berrick,  16  Johns.  186; 
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withdrawn  and  another  action  brought/  hut  where  itismdivistblCy 
the  defendant  cannot  be  vexed  by  having  it  split  up  into  separate 
oauBes  of  action ;  and  a  judgment  in  a  suit  for  part  of  a  claim  is  a 
bar  to  another  action  for  the  remainder.  Parol  evidence  is  not 
admissible  to  show  that  matters  prima  jfade  within  the  estoppel 
of  a  judgment  are  exempt  from  its  operation.  When  the  cause 
of  action  upon  which  the  judgment  is  rendered  is  entire,  and 
therefore  insusceptible  of  severance  or  apportionment,  the  estop- 
pel extends  to  the  whole,  and  it  cannot  be  shown  that  any  part 
was  withheld  from  the  decision  of  the  court  or  the  jury.*  So 
inflexible  is  this  rule,  that  even  on  the  clearest  proof  that  no 
evidence  was  given  as  to  part  of  the  demand  in  controversy,"  or 
that  it  was  overlooked  by  the  jury  in  rendering  their  verdict,  or 
that  by  inadvertence  a  judgment  is  taken  for  less  than  the  party 
is  entitled  to.*  Thus,  if  a  plaintiff  in  an  action  to  recover  for  loss 
of  a  house  burned  through  carelessness  of  employees  of  a  railroad 
43ompany,  deducts  by  mistake  from  his  claim  the  amount  of  the 
insurance  money  which  he  has  received,  the  judgment  therein,  if 
clearly  pleaded,  will  bar  a  futher  recovery.*  So  where  several 
actions  for  trover  were  brought  for  the  taking  of  several  articles 
of  goods  at  the  same  time  and  by  one  act,  it  was  held  that  a  judg- 
ment for  part  of  the  articles  was  a  bar  to  another  action  for 
the  residue.*  So  where  trover  was  brought  for  a  horse,  it  was 
held  that  trespass  for  taking  the  same  could  not  afterwards  be 
maintained,  for  in  trespass  he  might  have  recovered  damages 


» Green  v.  Clark,  12  N.  Y.  848  ; 
CBeime  v.  Lloyd  48  N.  Y.  278 ; 
People  V.  San  Francisco,  27  Cal.  656 ; 
People  V.  Johnson,  88N.  Y.83;  Had- 
ley  V.  Albany.  88  N.  Y.  608. 

«  Corbet  v.  Evans,  25  Pa.  St.  810; 
Logan  T.  Caffrey,  80  Pa.  St.  96;  Hess 
V.  Heble,  4  8.  &  R.  246;  Carwell  v. 
Carrigues,  5  Pa.  152;  Embury  v.  Con- 
nor, 8  N.  Y.  871;  Fish  v.  Foley,  4 
Bin,  54 ;  Duffy  v.  Lyttle,  5  Watts, 
180  ;  Farrington  v.  Payne,  16  Johns. 
481  ;  Guernsey  v.  Carver,  8  "Wend. 
4W ;  Miller  v.  Covert,  1  Wend.  487 ; 
Baker  v.  Baker,  28  N.  J.  L.  1 ;  Lucas 
y.  Lecompte,  42  HI.  808  ;  Bancroft  v. 


Winspear,  44  Barb.  290. 

•Miller  v.  Manice,  6  Hifl,  121; 
Ramsey  v.  Hemdon,  1  McL.  450; 
Neale  v.  Brown,  21  Ala.  482;  Warren 
V.  Cummings,  6  Cush.  103. 

♦  Ewing  V.  McNary,20Ohio  St.  815 
Dodds  V.  Blackstock,    1   Pitts.    46 
Brockway  v.  Kinney.  2  Johns.  210 
Gray  v.  Gillian,  15  111.  454;  Colbum 
V.  Wentwortb,  81  Barb.  881;   Wain- 
wright  v.  Rowland,  25  Mo.  58. 

•Weber  v.  R  RCo.,  86  N.  J.  L.218. 

« Draper  v.  Stouvenel,  88  N.Y.  211 
Farrington  v.  Payne,  15  Johns.  481 
Bates  v.  Quattlebom,  2  N.  &  Mc.  206 
O'Neal  V.  Brown,  21  Ala.  482. 
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for  the  force  and  violence  for  taking  the  horse,  jet  having  elected 
to  bring  an  action  for  the  horse  only,  or  for  its  value,  he  is  bound 
by  his  election,  and  not  allowed  to  carve  two  suits  out  of  the 
same  cause  of  action.'  So,  for  an  entire  contract  for  the  payment 
of  money,  or  for  the  sale  of  goods,  and  an  account  for  goods 
sold  and  delivered,  consisting  of  several  distinct  items,  delivered 
at  different  times,  but  all  due,  is  an  entire  demand  within  the 
meaning  of  this  principle,  and  a  recovery  for  apart  is  a  bar  to  an  j 
action  for  the  residue." 

An  account  for  a  bill  of  goods  purchased  on  one  day  is  to  be 
taken  as  one  entire  transaction  in  the  absence  of  a  contrary  inten- 
tion between  the  parties.  The  creditor  cannot  split  it  into  several 
demands  and  actions,  so  as  to  give  a  justice  of  the  peace  jurisdic- 
tion, when  the  dealing  was  continuous,  and  nothing  appears  on 
the  face  of  it,  or  in  the  account  rendered,  indicating  that  either 
party  intended  that  each  item  should  constitute  a  separate  trans- 
action.* Thus  a  recovery  by  an  attorney  in  one  of  two  suits 
brought  on  dijBferent  portions  of  a  bill  for  fees,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  it  within  a  justice's  jurisdiction,  will  bar  a  recovery  io 
the  other.* 

§  219.  When  a  party  brings  an  action  for  a  part  only  of  an 
entire  indivisible  demand,  and  recovers  judgment,  he  is  estopped 
from  subsequently  bringing  another  action  for  another  part  of 
the  same  demand,  and  he  cannot  afterward  avail  himself  of  the 
residue^  by  way  of  set-off  in  an  action  against  him  by  the  oppo- 
site party.*    Nor  can  a  party,  by  assigning  part  of  his  claim  to 


»  Hite  V.  Long,  6  Rand.  467;  Brown 
V.  Moran,  42  Me.  44;  Ware  v.  Per- 
civa).  61  Me.  d91. 

*Bunnel  v.  Pinto,  2  Conn.  481; 
Guernsey  v.  Carver,  8  Wend.  492; 
Bomgesser  v.  Harrison,  1%  Wis.  544; 
Bomsey  v.  Wordsworth,  96  B.  L. 
&  £q.  d98;  Smith  v.  Jones,  16 
Johns.  229;  Secor  V.  Sturgis.  16  N. 
Y.  648 ;  Phinney  v.  Barnes,  17  Conn. 
420 ;  Avery  v.  Fitch,  4  Conn.  862 ; 
Girling  v.  Alders,  2  Neb.  617  ;  Bagot 
V.  Williams,  8  B.  &  C.  286;  Nlckerson 
V.  Rockwell,  90  111.  460  ;  Dulaney  v. 
Payne,  101  111.  826  ;  8.  C,  40  Am.  R. 


205 ;  Miller  v.  Covert,  1  Wend.  487 
Stevens  v.  Lockwood,  18  Wend.  646 
Bendernagle  v.  Cocks,  19  Wend.  206 
»  Magruder  v.  Randolph,  77  X.  C.79 
«  Lucas  V.  Le  Compte,  42  111.  803 
•MiUerv.  Covert,  1  Wend.  487;  Sta- 
ples ▼.  Goodrich.,  21  Barb.  817 ;  Water- 
bury  V.  Graham,  4  Sand.  216;  War- 
ren  v.  Comings,  6  Cush.  108;    Marsh 
V.  Pier,  4  Rawle,  278  ;  Crosby  v.  Jer- 
olman,  87  Ind.  277;  Goodrich  v.  Yale, 
8  Allen,   254 ;  Marble  v.   Eeyes,  8 
Gray,  221 ;  Stein  v,  Prairie  Rose,  17 
Ohio  St.  471 ;  Pish  v.  FoUey,  6  UiU, 
54;  Webber  v.  R  R.  Co.,  86  N.  J.  I* 
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another,  divide  an  entire  cause  of  action,  nor  by  any  means  ens- 
tain  more  than  one  snit  on  it,  and  if  two  suits  be  brought,  a 
recovery  in  the  first  will  bar  the  second  ;*  as  an  entire  cause  of 
action  cannot  be  divided,  a  judgment  for  or  against  the  plaintiff 
for  a  portion  will  be  as  conclusive  against  his  right  to  maintain 
another  action  for  the  balance,  as  though  the  judgment  had  em- 
braced the  whole.'  The  rule  that  prevents  a  party  from  splitting 
np  his  cause  of  action  into  small  payments,  takes  away  his  rem- 
edy for  the  residue  entirely,  and  having  once  claimed  by  action 
or  defense  a  part  of  an  entire  subject  matter,  the  law  allows  him 
no  remedy  for  the  other  part,  else  there  could  be  no  end  to  liti- 
gation.' The  rule  that  one  cause  of  action  cannot  be  split  into 
several,  is  as  applicable  to  actions  ex  delicto  as  to  those  ex  con- 
tractu /  a  single  act  of  trespass  or  conversion  can  be  the  f ound- 


218;  CarTilT.Garrlgue8,5Pft.  St  162; 
Bartds  v.  Schell,  15  Fed.  R.  341. 

» Ingraham  v.  Hall,  11  8.  &  R  78; 
Van  Zandt  v.  N.  Y.,  8  Bosw.  876;  Mil- 
loy  V.  MioiDg  Ck>.,  43  Mich.  281. 

■  Secor  v.  Sturgia,  16  N.  Y.  648; 
Simcs  V.  Zanc,  24  Pa.  8t.  242;  Stark 
V.  Btarr,  94  U.  S.  477;  Bunnefl  v. 
Pinto,  2  Conn.  431;  Phinney  v. 
Bamea,  17  Conu.  420 ;  Footman  v. 
Stetson,  82  Me.  17;  Thompson  v.  Mc- 
Kay, 41  Cal.  221;  "Wetmore  v.  San 
Francisco,  44  Cal.  294;  Wickersbam 
V.  Wheedon,  88  Mo.  661;  Camli  v. 
Ganrigues,  6  Pa.  St.  162;  Bender- 
nagle  v.  Cocks,  19  Wend.  207; 
Church  y.  Brown.  64  Barb.  101 ;  Ins. 
Co.  y.  Cochran,  27  Ala.  282;  Borgesser 
V.  Harrison,  12  Wis.  544;  Staples  y. 
Goodrich,  21  Barb.  817;  Waterbuiy 
y.  Graham,  4  Sand.  216;  Warren  y. 
Comings,  6  Cush.  103;  Smith  y. 
Jones,  16  Johns.  229;  Marsh  y.  Pier, 
4  Buwle,  273;  Crosby  y.  Jerolman, 
87  Ind,  277;  Camp  y.  Morgan,  21  111. 
265;  Stewart  y.  Todd,  9  Q.  B.  767; 
Bagott  V.  Williams,  8  B.  &  C.  286; 
Sweeny  y.  Dougherty,  28  Iowa,  291; 
Lucas  T.  Lecompte,  42  111.  808;  Cas 


sylberry  y.  Lecompte,  42111. 803;  Bar- 
ber y.  Lamb,  8  C.  B.  (N.  S.)95;  Mad- 
den y.  Smith,  28  Kas.  798;  State  y. 
Morrison,  60  Miss.  74;  Pittman  y. 
Chrisman,  69  Miss.  124;  Hanes  y.  Cot* 
ton  Press,  65  Miss.  664;  Shattuck  y. 
Mellor,  60  Miss.  891 ;  Henderson  y. 
Henderson,  8  Hare,  114;  Marble  y. 
Keyes,  9  Gray,  221;  Badger  v.  Tit- 
comb,  16  Pick.  409;  Vance  y.  Lancas- 
ter, 3  Hayw.  180;  Avery  y.  Fitch,  4 
Conn.  862;  Willard  y.  Speny.  16 
Johns.  121;  Cripp  y.  Talyande,  4  Mc- 
Cord,  20;  Ingraham  y.  Hall,  11  S.  & 
R.  78;  Vines  y.  Arnold.  8  C.  B.  682; 
Clayes  y.  White,  88  111.  540;  Camp- 
bell y.Hatchctt,  65  Ala.  648;  Baird  y. 
U.  S.,  96  U.  S.  482;  Dulaney  y.  Payne, 
101  HI.  326;  Casserly  y.  Forguer.  27 
111.  170;  Mathias  y.  Cook,  31  III.  87; 
R.  R.  Co.  y.  Nichols,  57  lU.  464; 
Rosenmuller  y.  Lecompt,  89111.  213; 
Nickerson  sr,  Rockwell,  90  Dl.  463; 
Sheppardson  y.  Caiy.  29  Wis.  84; 
Covington  y.  Sargeant,  27  Ohio  St, 
237. 

»  Baird  y.  U.  S.,  96  U.  S.  480;  War- 
ren y.  Comings,  6  Cush.  103;  Simes 
T.  Zane,  24  Pa.  St.  242. 
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ation  for  bat  one  suit  for  damages/  Thus,  a  judgment  for 
the  plainti£E  against  a  railroad  company,  for  damages,  for  the 
destruction  of  a  building  by  fire  communicated  from  a  locomo- 
tive, is  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  action  against  the  company  for  the 
destruction  of  other  buildings  by  fire  communicated  from  the 
building  first  destroyed,  although  the  subsequent  action  is  brought 
and  prosecuted  for  the  benefit  of  an  insurance  company  which 
has  paid  to  the  plain  tifi  the  amount  of  a  policy  of  insurance 
upon  such  other  buildings.' 

§  220.  A  party  cannot  divide  and  recover  in  parts,  in  differ- 
ent actions,  a  claim  which  in  its  legal  nature  is  indivisible.  The 
difficulty  which  is  often  experienced  is  iticreased  rather  than 
diminished,  if  courts  are  to  rely  on  the  doctrine  of  stare  decisis 
in  making  their  decisions.  That  a  party  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
split  up  an  entire  and  indivisible  claim  and  recover  npon  it  in 
fragments  in  different  actions,  is  itself  palpably  reasonable  and 
is  well  enough  settled.  A  party  should  not  be  vexed  with  a 
multitude  of  suits  for  one  and  the  same  cause  of  action.  There 
can  be  no  reason  given  why  he  should  be,  but  sufficient  and  nu- 
merous reasons  why  he  should  not ;  nemo  debet  his  vexari  pro 
una  et  eadeTa  cavsa^  and  interest  reijntiliccB  ut  sitjmis  litium;*  if  a 
party  divide  a  single  and  entire  cause  of  action  once,  what  limit  is 
there,  but  the  caprice  and  will  of  the  party,  to  endless  divisions  f 
for  what  depends  upon  the  mere  caprice  pr  will  of  an  adversary, 
may  be  said  to  bo  without  limit.  To  allow  a  single  claim  to  be 
divided  and  recovered  in  parcels  would  be  instituting  an  unrea- 
sonable doctrine  that  would  necessarily  lead  to  vexatious  and  end- 
less litigation.  To  effectually  prevent  this,  the  law  wisely  holds 
that  a  party  cannot  recover  in  parts  a  claim  which  in  its  legal 
nature  is  indivisible.  So,  where  a  plaintiff  brings  an  action  of 
trespass  or  trover  for  one  of  several  chattels  carried  off  or  con- 
verted at  the  same  time,  or  for  any  other  indivisible  act  or  wrong, 
and  recovers  judgment,  it  will  be  effectual  as  an  estoppel  to  any 

>  Lamb  v.  Walker,  8  Q.  B.  D.  889;  «  Trask  v.  R.  R  Ck>.,  2  Allen,  231. 
White  V.  Mosely,  8  Pick.  850;  Bran-  «  Lockyer  v.  Ferryman,  L.  R.  2 
iienburg  v.  R  R  Co.,  13  Ind.  100;  App.  Cas.519;€paDg'a  Case,  6  Co.61; 
Savage  v.  French,  13  III.  App.  17;  Brennan  v.  Moyer,  98  Pa.  St.  274;  Fer- 
Johnson  v.  Smith,  8  Johns.  888.  rer's  Case,  6  Co.  7;  Davis  v.  Bledsoe, 

69  Ala.  862. 
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f ature  litigation  bj  the  same  parties  for  tlie  residue.'  So  a  judg- 
ment, recovered  against  one  of  two  wrong-doers,  is  an  estoppel 
to  an  action  by  the  plaintifi  against  both."  Thus  where  a  bed 
iind  quilts  were  taken  at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  act ;  a 
j-ecoverj  in  trover  for  the  quilts  was  held  to  be  a  bar  to  a  recov- 
ery in  trover  for  the  bed.  As  the  same  rule  is  applicable  in 
mictions  of  contract,  a  vendor  who  sells  goods  at  the  same  time 
and  place  to  the  same  person,  cannot  multiply  costs  in  bringing 
as  many  actions  as  there  are  parcels,  but  must  include  the  whole 
in  one  action,  even  when  they  were  delivered  at  different  periods.' 
The  amount  due  on  a  book  account  is  regarded  as  one  debt, 
tilthough  it  may  be  composed  of  a  hundred  charges ;  it  would  be 
gross  injustice  to  allow  the  creditor  to  divide  it  into  as  many 
actions  or  demands  as  there  are  items  in  the  account ;  and  it  is 
for  this  reason  that  such  claims  are  generally  regarded  as  entire 
and  indivisible.^  So,  where  an  indebtedness  is  contracted  with  a 
merchant,  most  of  the  articles  furnished  being  purchased  by  the 
husband,  and  the  account  runs  through  several  years,  some  of  the 
items  being  such  as  the  statutory  estate  of  the  wife  is  liable  for, 
others  for  the  expenses  of  the  husband  and  his  estate,  and  this 
account  is  kept  as  one  continuous  running  account  on  the  books 
of  the  merchant,  such  account  constitutes  but  one  debt,  for  the 
whole  of  which  the  husband  is  liable ;  and  but  one  suit  can  be 


*  Farrington  v.  Payne,  16  Jolms. 
489;  Phillipa  v.  Berrick,  16  Johns. 
186;  CunniDgham  v.  Harris,  5  Cal. 
$1;  Cracraft  ▼.  Cochran,  16  Iowa, 
4J00;  Veghte  v.  Hoagland,  29  N.  J.  L. 
125;  Butler  v.  Wright,  2  Wend.  369; 
Bancroft  v.  Winspear,  44  Barb.  209; 
Fish  V.  FoUey,  6  HUl,  54;  Marble  v. 
Keyes,  9  Gray,  221 ;  Stein  v.  Prairie 
Kose,  17  Ohio  S.  471;  Erwinv.  Lyon, 
16  Ohio  8.539;  Fowle  v.  New  Haven, 
4&C.,  107  Mass.  499;  Herriter  v.  Por- 
ter, 28  Cal.  385;  Hopf  v.  Meyers,  42 
Barb.  270;  State  v.  Morrison,  60  Miss. 
74. 

s  Bennett  v.  Hood,  1  AUer.,  47; 
Herriter  v.  Porter,  23  Cal.  885. 

*  Coggins  ▼.  Bui  winkle,  1  £.  D. 
■Smith,  484;  Stevens  v.  Lockwood,  18 


Wend.  644;  Smith  v.  Jones,  15  Johns. 
229;  Trask  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Allen,  831; 
Connell  v.  Cook,  7  Cow.  810;  Guern- 
sey V.  Carver,  8  Wend.  442;  Draper 
V.  Stouvenel.  38  N.  Y.  219;  Cracraft 
V.  Cochran.  16  Iowa,  800;  Farrington 
V.  Payne,  15  Johns.  482;  Phillips  v. 
Berick,  16  Johns.  186;  Cunningham 
V.  Harris,  5  Cal.  81;.  Miller  v.  Covert, 
1  Wend.  487. 

*  Avery  v.  Fitch,  4  Conn.  362; 
Bendcrnagle  v.  Cocks,  19  Wend.  207; 
Guernsy  v.  Carver,  8  Wend.  492; 
Warren  v.  Comings,  6  Cush.  103; 
Senner  v.  R.  R,  26  Mo.  46;  Brown  v. 
King,  10  Mo.  57;  Simes  v.  Zane,  24 
Pa.  St.  242;  Colburn  v.  Woodworth, 
31  Barb.  881;  Lucas  v.  Le  Compte,  42 
III  808. 
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maintained  against  him  for  its  recovery.'  So,  an  entire  demand 
for  goods  sold  at  one  time,  altlioagh  in  different  parcels  or  bar- 
rels,' or  upon  a  contract  for  the  payment  of  money  in  a  gross  sum 
and  at  one  time,  whether  as  rent  or  any  other  indivisible  consid- 
eration,' cannot  be  Apportioned  or  serered,  and  if  once  made  the 
subject  of  a  judicial  decision,  will  be  absolately  and  forever  ex- 
tinguished, notwithstanding  it  can  be  shown  by  the  clearest 
proof  that  part  of  the  demand  was  withheld  and  that  the  judg- 
ment which  vtras  rendered  was  only  for  the  residue  of  the  amount 
in  litigation/ 

§  221.  This  difficulty  presents  itself,  and  that  is,  to  ascertain 
what  is  an  entire  demand  ;  the  rule  is,  that  all  acts  of  the  same 
nature,  performed  at  the  same  time,  are  regarded  as  one  act  in 
law,  and  cannot  be  made  the  subject  of  several  and  separate 
actions  where  they  are  continuous  instead  of  being  simultaneous ; 
the  same  rule  applies,  unless  it  be  shown  by  proof  that  they  are 
distinct  causes  of  action.  Where  goods  are  sold,  services  ren- 
dered, or  money  received,  under  such  circumstances,  that  the 
different  items  while  occurring  at  different  times  are  but  one 
transaction,  the  cause  of  action  will  be  entire,  and  a  recovery 
for  any  part  will  be  conclusive  against  the  right  to  sue  for  the 
balance.*  So  wages  due  for  work  and  labor  performed  at  differ- 
ent periods,  under  a  general  hiring  or  retainer,  form  but  one 
demand,  and  cannot  be  severed  by  withdrawing  the  amount  due 
for  a  particular  month  or  week  formally  from  the  record  in  one 
suit,  and  making  it  the  basis  of  another.'    The  cause  of  action 


'  Lee  V.  Tannenbaum,  62  Ala.  501. 

'  Smith  y.  Jones,  15  Johns.  229; 
Miller  v.  Covert,  1  Wend.  487. 

»  Willard  v.  Sperry,  16  Johns.  121; 
Warren  v.  Comings,  6  Cush.  103. 

*  Senner  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Mo.  26; 
Brown  v.  King,  10  Mo.  57;  Logan  v. 
Cafferty,  6  Mo.  196;  Simes  v.  Zane, 
24  Pa.  St.  242;  Colburn  v.  Woodworth, 
31  Barb.  381;  Corbet  v.  Evans,  26  Pa. 
St.  310;  Town  v.  Smith,  14  Mich.  348; 
Mandeville  v.  Welch,  5  Wheat.  286; 
R.  R  Co.  V.  Nichols,  57  111.  464 ;  Wil- 
lard V.  Sperry,  16  Johns.  121 ;  Sweeijey 
T.  Dougherty,  28  Iowa,  291;  Flaherty 


V.  Taylor,  85  Mo.  441;  Morgan  v. 
Jacoby,  26  Mo.  27;  Warren  ▼  Com- 
ings, 6  Cush.  103;  Walter  v.  Richard- 
son, 11  Rich.  466;  State  v.  Morrison, 
60  Miss.  74;  Smith  v.  Jones,  15  Johns. 
229;  Dunn  v.  Shaw,  35  Mich.  481. 

*  Guernsey  v.  Carver,  8  Wend.  492;. 
Stevens  v.  Lockwood,  13  Wend.  644; 
Bendernagle  v.  Cocks,  19  Wend.  207; 
Colvin  v.  Corwin,  15  Wend.  667; 
Jex  V.  Jacob,  7  Abb.  N.  C.  462; 
Avery  v.  Fitch,  4  Conn.  483;  Bunnell 
V.  Pinto,  2  Coim.  481. 

•Booge  V.  R.  R.,  88  Mo.  212; 
Logan    V.   Caffrey,  80  Pa.   St  196; 
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IB  not  the  less  entire,  because  the  services  were  not  continuous 
but  if  there  had  been  different  hirings  each  one  might  have  been 
a  cause  of  action :  so,  where  a  man  paid  by  the  day  or  week 
returns  to  his  employer  after  a  short  absence,  it  will  not  constitute 
a  new  contract,  nor  entitle  him  to  bring  separate  actions  for  that 
which,  although  performed  at  different  periods,  is,  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  one  consideration.  But  where  the  consideration  is  dis- 
tinct in  nature,  place,  or  time,  and  unless  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding the  transactions  are  such  as  to  indicate  that  they  are 
to  be  regarded  as  a  whole  and  should  be  treated  as  an  entirety, 
the  cni^  is  upon  him  who  alleges  the  fact,  and  unless  proven  to- 
be  so,  it  is  not  so  considered.*  Where  a  person  is  employed  for  a 
year,  at  a  stipulated  sum  per  month,  but  is  discharged  before  the 
expiration  of  his  term,  and  thereupon  sues  and  obtains  judgment 
for  the  amount  due  up  to  the  time  of  such  discharge,  he  is  not 
thereby  estopped  from  instituting  proceedings  to  recover  the  bal- 
ance due  him  for  the  remaining  portion  of  the  year.' 

§  222.  The  doctrine  is  settled  beyond  controversy  that  a  judg- 
ment concludes  the  right  of  parties  in  respect  to  the  cause  of 
action  stated  in  the  pleadings  in  which  it  is  rendered,  whether 
the  suit  embraces  the  whole  or  only  part  of  the  demand  constitut- 
ing the  cause  of  action.  It  results  from  this  principle,  and  the 
rule  is  fully  established,  that  an  entire  claim,  ensuing  either  upon 
a  contract  or  from  a  wrong,  cannot  be  divided  and  made  the  sub- 
ject of  several  suits ;  and  if  several  suits  be  brought  for  different 
parts  of  the  same  claim,  the  pendency  of  the  fii*st  may  be  pleaded 
in  abatement  of  the  others,  and  a  judgment  upon  the  merits  in 
either  will  be  available  as  a  bar  in  other  suits.' 


Milroy  V.  Mining  Co.,  43  MicL.  281; 
Pitman  v.  Chrisman,  59  Miss.  124. 

»  Secor  V.  Sturges,  16  N.  Y.  648; 
Church  V.  Brown,  54  Barb.  191;  State 
V.  Morrison,  60  Miss.  74;  Logan  v. 
CalTrey,  30  Pa.  St.  196;  Hess  v. 
Heebie,  6  S.  &  R.  57;  Carvill  v.  Gar- 
rigues,  5  Pa.  St.  152 ;  MOler  v.  Manice, 
6  Hill,  122. 

•  Blun  v.  Holitzer,  58  Ga.  82. 

*  Veghte  v.  Hoagland,  29  K.  J.  L. 
12(i;  Bates  v.  Quattlebom,  2  N.  &  Mc. 
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V.  Morrison,  60  Miss.  74;  Whitney  v. 
Clarendon,  18  Vt.  252;  Carpenter  v. 
Sheldon,  4  N.  Y.  579;  Hodsall  v. 
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Allen,  472;  Towle  v.  N.  H.,  &c.  Co., 
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§  223.  Adj  Bnm  accmed  and  payable  at  the  time  an  action  is 
xsommenced  on  a  single  covenant,  and  not  included  in  the  judg- 
ment, cannot  be  recovered  in  another  action,  even  though  brought 
previously.  Thus,  where  a  suit  for  several  months'  rent  was  pend- 
ing, another  suit  for  an  additional  month's  rent,  due  at  the  time 
•of  the  bringing  of  the  former  suit,  was  brought  in  another  court, 
and  judgment  taken.  Soth  suits  were  general,  assumpsit  for  use  and 
occupatpn.  The  judgment  in  the  second'suit  is  a  bar  to  the  first 
£uit,  and  the  omission  to  plead  the  first  suit  in  abatement  of  the 
second  is  not  a  waiver  of  the  right  to  plead  the  judgment  in  bar 
of  the  first  suit.'  So  where  a  lease  for  three  years  reserves  an 
annual  rent  of  $500,  but  stipulates  that  it  is  payable  in  two 
installments  of  $750  each,  at  the  end  of  the  first  and  second 
jears,  the  lessor  cannot  maintain  a  statutory  attachment  on  the 
crop  for  $500  and  an  ordinary  common  law  action  for  the  residue 
of  one  of  the  installments,  since  this  would  be  splitting  up  an 
entire  indivisible  cause  of  action.*  So  a  party  who  has  paid 
a  judgment  and  costs  before  its  reversal,  if  he  seeks  to  recover 
back  the  same,  cannot  split  his  demand  and  recover  the  damages 
paid  in  one  action  and  the  costs  in  another ;  and,  after  suit  for 
the  entire  demand,  the  defendant  cannot,  by  any  act  of  his,  com- 
pel the  plaintiff  to  recover  the  costs  in  one  suit  and  the  damages 
in  another."  Thus,  A.,  who  was  employed  by  the  trustees  of  a 
church  to  perform  certain  services  for  one  year,  at  a  fixed  com- 
pensation, having  performed  such  services  for  that  year,  after- 
wards, at  the  request  of  the  priest  connected  with  the  church,  and 


^c.  Co.,  17  M.  &  W.  237;  Stuyvesant 
V.  Mayor,  11  Paige,  414;  Qoodrich  v. 
Yule,  07  Mass.  15;  Chinn  v.  Hamilton. 
Hemp.  438;  Dalton  v.  Bentley,  15  111. 
420;  O'Beirne  v.  Lloyd,  43  N.  Y.  248; 
Warren  v.  Comings,  6  Cush.  103;  Fish 
V.  Folley,  6  Hill,  54;  Bancroft  v.  Win- 
4jpear,  44  Barb.  209;  Bendernagte  v. 
Cocks,  19  Wend.  207;  Hopflf  v.  Mey- 
ors,  42  Barb.  270;  Secor  v.  Sturgess, 
16  N.  Y.  648;  Berringer  v.  Payne,  68 
Ala.  154;Memmery.  Carey,  80  Minn. 
468;  Law  v.  McDonald.  62  How.  Pr. 
:840;  Am.  Co.  v.  Thornton,  28  Minn. 


418;  Clements'  Appeal,  49  Conn.  520; 
Ware  v.  Percival,  61  Me.  891;  Morey 
V.  King,  51  Vl.  883;  MUroy  v.  Mining 
Co.,  43  Mich.  231;  Manning  y.  Irish, 
47  Iowa,  650;  Btrauss  v.  Meertief,  62 
Ala.  299;  Beck  v.  Devereux,  9  Neb. 
109;  Jex  v.  Jacob,  7  Abb.  N.  Cas.  452; 
Burritt  v.  Belfy,  47  Conn.  823;  8.  C, 
36  Am.  R.  79;  Rosenmuller  v.  Lampe, 
89  111.  212. 

*  Burrett  v.  Belfy.  47  Conn.  823;  8. 
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*  Campbell   v.  Hatchett,    56   Ala. 
548. 
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upon  the  promise  of  the  same  compeDsation,  performed  the  same 
services  for  another  year.  He  then  brought  suit  against  the  trus- 
tees for  a  balance  claimed  to  be  due  him  for  the  iiist  year ;  and, 
having  recovered  judgment  therefor,  brought  a  second  suit  for  a 
balance  claimed  to  be  due  for  the  second  year.  Held,  that  both 
claims  must  be  considered  as  growing  out  of  the  lii'st  contract, 
and,  both  being  due  when  the  first  suit  was  brought,  the  judg- 
ment therein  constituted  a  bar  to  the  second  suit.'  In  a  late  case, 
in  the  same  State,  that  court  says,  where  a  note  is  given,  payuble 
in  one  year,  with  interest  payable  semi-annually,  a  suit  brought 
two  years  thereafter,  and  a  recovery  of  the  interest,  is  no  bar  to  a 
subsequent  action  on  the  note  to  recover  the  principal.  In  such 
case,  the  promise  to  pay  interest  is  a  distinct  cause  of  action  from 
the  promise  to  pay  the  principal.  Each  promise  constitutes  a 
distinct  cause  of  action.*  How  this  principle  accords  with  the 
following  rule  laid  down  by  the  same  court  is  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain. ^'  Hdd^  tHat  both  claims  must  be  considered  as  growing  out 
of  the  first  contract,  and,  both  being  due  when  the  first  suit  was 
brought,  the  judgment  therein  constituted  a  bar  to  the  second 
suit.'"  The  claim  for  interest  is  one  peculiarly  arising  out  of  the 
original  contract ;  without  a  principal  sum  there  would  be  no  claim 
for  interest,  one  depends  on  the  other,  and  both  are  the  result  of 
the  one  contract  of  loan.  It  is  barely  possible  that  the  doctrine 
that  there  must  be  an  end  to  litigation  will  be  overruled  and  in 
time  become  obsolete.  It  is  a  settled  principle  that  a  party  seek- 
ing to  enforce  a  claim,  legal  or  equitable,  must  present  to  the 
court  either  by  the  pleadings,  or  proofs,  or  both,  all  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  expects  a  judgment  in  his  favor.  He  is  not  at 
libbrty  to  split  up  his  demand  and  prosecute  it  by  piecemeal,  or 
present  only  a  portion  of  the  grounds  upon  which  special  relief 
is  sought,  and  leave  the  rest  to  be  presented  in  a  second  suit,  if 
the  first  should  fail.  There  would  be  no  end  to  litigation  if  such 
practice  were  permissible.*    Thus,  if  there  are  several  payments 

1  Rosenmueller  v.  Lampe,  89  111.     Adams,  1  Allen,  28 ;    Sparhawk  v. 
213.  Willis,  6  Gray.  163. 

'Dulaney  v.  Payne,  101  III.  825;        *  Rosenmueller  v.  Lampe,  89  Dl. 
a  C,  40  Am.  R.  205;  overruling  Secor     212. 

V.  Sturgis,  16  N.  Y.  648;  Bank  v.        *  Stark  v.  Starr,  94  U.  8.  585;  Brant 

v.  Coal  Co.,  98  U.  S.  836. 
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dae  nnder  the  same  contract  at  the  time  soit  is  bronght  to  recover 
one  installment,  a  judgment  for  the  amount  of  the  latter  will  be 
held  to  be  in  satisfaction  of  the  whole,  as  all  the  sums  being  due 
could  have  been  included  in  the  action.' 

§  224.  The  true  distinction  between  demands  or  rights  of 
action  are  several  and  distinct,  in  that  the  former  arises  out  of 
one  and  the  same  act  or  contract,  and  the  latter  out  of  different 
acts  or  contracts.  Perhaps  as  safe  and  simple  a  test  as  the  sub- 
ject admits  of,  by  which  to  determine  whether  a  case  belongs  to 
one  class  or  the  other,  is  by  inquiring  whether  it  rests  upon  one 
or  several  acta  or  agreements.  In  case  of  torts,  each  trespass,  or 
conversion,  or  fraud,  gives  a  right  of  action,  and  but  a  single  one;* 
however  numerous  the  items  of  wrong  or  damage  may  be,  in 
respect  to  contracts,  express  or  implied,  each  contract  affords  one, 
and  only  one,  cause  of  action.  The  case  of  a  contract  contain- 
ing several  stipulations  to  be  performed  at  different  times  is  no 
exception ;  although  an  action  may  be  maintained  upon  each 
stipulation,  as  it  is  broken  before  the  time  for  the  performance 
of  the  others,  the  ground  of  action  is  in  the  stipulation,  which  is 
in  the  nature  of  a  several  contract ;  where  there  is  an  account 
for  goods  and  labor  performed,  where  n^oney  has  been  lent  to  or 
paid  for  a  party  at  different  times,  or  several  items  spring  in  any 
way  from  the  same  contract,  whether  only  one  or  separate  rights 
of  action  exist,  will,  in  each  case,  depend  upon  whether  each 
case  is  covered  by  one  or  separate  contracts.  The  several  items 
may  have  their  origin  in  one  contract,  as  on  an  agreement  to  sell 
and  deliver  goods,  or  perform  work,  or  advance  money ;  and, 
nsually,  in  the  case  of  a  running  account,  it  may  be  fairly  im- 
plied that  it  is,  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement,  that  an  account  t 
may  be  opened  and  continued,  either  for  a  definite  period  or  at 
the  pleasure  of  both  the  parties.  But  there  mnst  be  either  an 
express  contract,  or  the  circumstances  must  be  such  as  to  raise 
an  implied  contract  embracing  all  the  items,  to  make  them,  when 
they  arise  at  different  times,  a  single  or  entire  demand,  or  cause 
of  action. 

>  Janrett  v.  Self,  90  N.  C.  478.  .    v.  Simons,  7  Mo.  App.  876;  Porter  v. 

*  Qas  Co.  V.   Howell,  92  111.  19;     Cobb.  22  Hun.  278;  Geiser  Co.  v.  Far- 
Clarke  V.  Yorke,  52  L.  J.  Ch.  82;  Kerr     mer,  27  Minn.  428. 
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§  225.  When,  however,  Bimnltaneons  or  sncceseive  contracts 
^are  so  far  different  that  thej  cannot  be  united,  or  described  as 
^constituting  a  single  consideration  in  pleading,  the  contract  will 
not  be  entire  unless  made  so  expressly  ;  and  a  party  who  lends 
money  and  sells  goods,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  to  another, 
may  either  bring  a  joint  or  separate  action,  as  he  may  see  fit. 
Distinct  contracts  of  sale  constitute  distinct  causes  of  action, 
unless  by  agreement  or  by  inference  from  circumstances  they  are 
blended  so  as  to  constitute  one  entire  demand.^  When  several 
promises  or  covenants  are  contained  in  the  same  instrument,  or 
'where  a  covenant  is  made  to  pay  money  from  time  to  time,  by 
installments,  a  separate  action  may  be  brought  for  each  install- 
Tuent,  as  it  falls  due,  on  the  several  covenants  when  broken,  before 
the  period  fixed  for  the  payment  or  perfonnance  of  the  others.* 
And  as  the  defendant  ought  to  have  as  much  latitude  as  the 
plaintiff,  he  will  not  be  estopped  from  taking  advantage  of  a 
■defense  to  an  action  brought  under  these  circumstances,  by  having 
neglected  to  plead  in  a  former  action,  when  it  would  have  been 
■equally  available.*  And  unless  the  stipulations  in  an  instniment 
are  essentially  distinct,  after  the  occurrence  of  several  breaches, 
they  must  be  made  the  subject  of  one  action/  In  one  case 
where  the  defendants  removed  a  pauper  from  the  town  of 
H to  M and  left  him  there.  He  had  no  known  settle- 
ment in  the  State,  and  M had  to  assume  charge  of  him  ;  and 

the  defendants  brought  him  there  for  the  purpose  of  throwing 

the  burden  of  his  support  upon  that  town.      M sued  them 

for  damages,  and  recovered  the  amount  expended  in  his  support 
up  to  the  time  of  trial.  They  then  requested  the  defendants  to 
remove  the  pauper,  but  they  refused  to  do  so.  The  pauper  con- 
tinued a  charge  upon  the  town,  and  M afterwards  sued  again 

for  the  damages  that  had  accrued  since  the  former  judgment, 
alleging  the  original  bringing  of  the  pauper  into  the  town  by  the 
defendants,  their  leaving  him  there,  and  their  refusal  to  remove 

*  American  Buttonhole,  etc.  Co.  v.  v.    Payne,    101   HI.   826;    8.  C,  40 
Thornton,  28  Minn.  418.  Am.  R  205;  Am.  Co.  v.  Thornton,  28 

•  Secor  V.  Sturgis,  22  N.  Y.  548 ;  Minn.  418  ;  Memmer  v.   Carey,    80 
Perkins  v.  Hart.  11  Wheat.  287;  Wolf  Minn.  458. 

V.  Wilton,  80  Pa.  St.  202;  MiUa  v.  »  Hughes  v.  Alexander,  6  Duer,  488. 
Oarriflon,  8  Abb.  App.  297;  Dulaney        *  Hopf  v.  Myers,  42  Barb.  270. 
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him.  The  former  recovery  was  held  a  bar  to  the  second  ac* 
tioD.*  The  case  is  not,  like  that  of  a  continuance  of  a  nnisance 
a  constantly  renewed  cause  of  action.  The  whole  injury  was,  in 
contemplation  of  law,  done  by  the  first  act  of  bringing  the  pau- 
per into  the  town.  Though  there  might  be  diflBculty  in  ascer- 
taining the  exact  damage  which  might  result,  inasmuch  as  it  de- 
pended upon  contingencies,  yet  it  was  no  more  difficult  than  in 
many  other  cases  of  future  and  consequential  damage,  which, 
resulting  from  one  wrongful  act,  can  bo  made  the  ground  of  but 
one  action.  If  a  plaintiff  recover  compensation  for  part  of  a 
cause  of  action,  it  is  a  satisfaction  for  the  whole. 

§  226.  Judgments,  like  all  contracts,,  are  vitiated  by  fraud. 
Thus  where  an  insurance  agent  gave  bond  to  his  principal,  con- 
ditioned to  pay  over  and  account  for  all  moneys  received  by  him 
as  such,  judgment  having  been  recovered  by  them  on  this  bond, 
for  money  not  accounted  for  and  paid  over,  a  scire  facias  was 
issued,  assigning  as  a  breach  that  the  obligor  had  received  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  money,  for  which  he  failed  to  account,  and  the  receipt 
of  which  he  fraudulently  concealed ;  and  on  pleading  the  former 
judgment  as  aa  estoppel  to  the  subsequent  action  on  the  same 
bond,  the  court  held  that  the  fraudulent  concealment  was  suffi- 
cient reason  for  not  including  the  sum  in  the  original  pleading,  and 
rendered  judgment  in  the  subsequent  action  for  the  amount 
proved  to  have  been  concealed.'  A  conditional  judgment  for  the 
full  amount  of  a  promissory  note,  rendered  in  a  suit  to  foreclose 
a  mortgage  given  to  secure  the  note,  is  no  bar  to  an  action  for 
the  recovery  of  money  received  from  the  debtor  by  an  attorney, 
to  be  applied  in  part  payment  of  the  note,  which  he  was  then 
holding  for  collection,  and  on  which  he  neglected  to  apply  it." 
So,  a  suit  by  an  administrator  ami  testamento  annexe  against  an 
executor  who  had  been  removed  from  his  office,  for  the  assets 
remaining  in  his  hands,  is  a  bar  to  another  action  for  the  recovery 
of  funds  which  have  been  received  by  the  executor  before  the 
institution  of  the  first  suit,  but  are  not  included  in  the  judgment, 
in  consequence  of  a  mistaken  impression  that  they  were  not  due 

>  Marlborough  v.  Sisson,  81  Conn.     Nettleton  v.  Beach,  107  Mass.  490 ; 
BSSL  Spencer  v.  Vigneux,  20  Cal.  442. 

*  Johnson  v.  Ins.  Co.,  12  Mich.  216;        *  Nettleton  v.  Beach,  107  Mass.  499. 
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at  the  time  it  was  rendered.^  Bat  if  the  defendant  fails  trnth- 
fully  to  account  for  the  assets  in  his  hands,  it  is  an  indicia  of 
fraud,  and  the  former  snit  wonld  not  be  a  bar  on  aceomit  of  fraad ; 
bnt  if  it  is  a  mistake  of  the  plaintiff,  without  concealment  and 
falsehood  on  part  of  the  defendant,  the  former  action  can  be 
pleaded  as  an  estoppel."  And  in  a  case  where  the  plaintiff  recov- 
ered a  judgment  on  a  bond,  whereby  the  defendant  was  bound 
to  the  plaintiff  to  abstain  from  all  injuries  to  the  plaintiff's  prop- 
erty, was  held  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  action  of  tort  by  the  same 
plaintiff  against  the  same  defendant,  for  particular  injuries  com- 
mitted to  the  property,  between  the  time  of  giving  the  bond  and 
the  beginning  of  the  former  action.' 

§  227.  When,  however,  several  causes  of  action  are  set  forth 
in  the  complaint,  the  law  presumes  that  the  judgment  covers  the 
whole ;  but  this  presumption  may  be  rebutted  by.  clear  proof 
that  it  extends  to  only  one  of  the  counts,  or  part  of  them«^  So, 
a  presumption  that  a  judgment  obtained  on  a  contract  for  tlie 
payment  of  money  in  installments,  includes  tiie  whole  amount  of 
the  debt,  may  be  rebutted  by  parol  evidence  that  a  portion  of  the 
installments  were  not  dne^  and  that  the  action  and  j.udgment 
could  not  include  them  at  the  time  of  its  rendition,  and  a  judg- 
ment recovered  for  that  portion  wliieh  could  not  have  been 
included  in  the  former.*  A  plea  of  former  recovery  in  trover 
may  be  defeated  by  proving  that  the  property  for  which  the 
subsequent  action  is  brought  was  not  converted  until  after  the 
first  litigation  was  decided;  in  cases  of  this  kind  judgments 
could  not  have  been  rendered  on  demands  which  did  not  accrue 
prior  to  the  rendition  of  the  judgment  in  the  former  action  ;  and 
in  a  late  decision  in  Massachusetts,' it  was  held  that  a  judgment 
in  an  action  of  tort,  in  the  natm*e  of  an  actioa  of  trespass  quare 


*  Pinney  v.  Barnes.  17  Conn.  480. 

*  State  V.  Morton,  18  Mo.  53. 

» Goodrich  v.  Yale,  97  Mass.  15; 
Bettys  T.  R.  R.  Co.,  ^  Iowa,  602. 

*  Goddard  v.  Selden,  7  Conn.  521 ; 
Brown  t.  Ein^,  10  Mo.  56;  Smith  v. 
Talbot,  II  Ark.  666;  Webster  v.  Lee, 
5  Mass.  834;  Badger  t.  Titcomb,  15 
Pick.  409  ;  Croft  v.  Steel,  6  Watts, 
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878;  Benket  v.  State,  8  Ind.  248;  Car- 
ter v.  Hanna,  2  Ind.  45  ;  Parnell  v. 
Hahn,  61  Cal.  131. 

»  Wilson  V.  Wilson,  9  S.  &  R.  529  ; 
Steiner  v.  Gower,  3  W.  &  S.  43;  Kane 
V.  Fisher,  2  Watts,  253  ;  Armsfield  v. 
Meech,  31  Miss.  816;  Doty  v.  Brown, 
4  N.  Y.  71;  Marcellus  v.  Country- 
man, 65  Barb.  201. 
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daicsumy  was  not  conclnBive  in  another  action  between  the  same 
parties,  upon  the  same  close,  if  there  was  nothing  to  show  that 
the  two  trespasses  were  identical,'  and  that  a  judgment  in  an 
action  for  the  conversion  of  a  tree  was  not  conclosive  evidence 
of  the  title  in  a  suit  to  recover  the  premises  on  which  the  tree 
stood,  although  accompanied  by  proof  that  the  only  question  liti- 
gated in  the  former  suit  was  the  question  of  title.'  In  a  still 
later  case  the  same  court  said :  '^  The  finding  and  award  of 
referee  in  an  action  of  trespass  brought  by  A.  against  B.  for  cut- 
ting and  carrying  away  wood  growing  upon  the  premises,  is 
admissible  at  the  trial  of  a  writ  of  entry  to  recover  the  same 
premises,  instituted  by  plaintiff  against  defendant,  it  being  shown 
that  the  question  of  title  was  tried  and  passed  upon  in  the  for- 
mer action,  and  that  parol  evidence  was  admissible  to  show  that  it 
was  tried  and  passed  upon.  The  admissibility  of  the  record  of 
the  former  judgment  between  the  same  parties  depends  upon  the 
question  whether  the  issue  upon  which  the  present  case  turns 
was  in  fact  litigated  and  decided  in  the  former  suit.  The  trial  of 
an  action  of  trespass  may  turn  upon  the  question  of  title,  and  if 
that  question  is  put  in  issue,  tried  and  passed  upon  by  the  jury, 
or  court  or  a  referee,  the  verdict  or  finding  and  judgment  fol- 
lowing it  are  competent  evidence  of  that  fact  in  a  subsequent 
writ  of  entry  between  the  same  parties,  even  if  it  does  not 
operate  as  a  conclusive  estoppel."  The  pleadings  in  the  former 
suit  between  the  parties  alone  do  not  show  upon  what  ground  the 
judgment  was  based.*  But  to  a  complaint  to  recover  the  possession 
of  real  estate  and  to  quiet  the  title  of  the  plaintiff,  and  answer 
alleging  that  in  a  former  suit  by  the  plaintiff  against  the  defend- 
ant, the  defendant  was  charged  with  having  committed  a  trespass 
upon  the  real  estate  in  question,  by  cutting  and  carrying  away 
timber  trees  growing  thereon,  and  that  after  issues  were  joined, 
the  case  was  tried,  and  the  only  question  litigated  in  the  trial  was 
the  title   to  the  real  estate,  and  that  a  finding  and  judgment 

»  Moraev.  Marshall,  97  Mass.  519.        Sawyer  v.  Woodbury,  7  Gray,  499; 
*  JohDSon  v.  Morse,  11  Allen,  640.         Burden  v.  Shannon,  99  Mass.  200. 
>  Eastman  v.  Cooper,  15  Pick.  276;        «  Evans  ▼.  Clapp,   128  Mass.  166; 
Button  ▼.   Woodman,  9  Cush.  256;     White  v.  Chase,  128  Mass.  158;  8.  C. 

21  Abl.  L.  J.  185. 
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-was  rendered  therein  in  favor  of  the  defendant, — Held  a  good 
answer.* 

§  228.  It  may  be  shown  that  matters  which  might  have 
been  litigated  and  incladed  in  a  former  judgment,  were  excluded 
from  its  operation  by  evidence  that  not  only  the  particular  cause 
of  action  embraced  in  the  second  action  was  withdrawn  from  the 
record,  but  that  the  evidence  adduced  upon  the  trial  of  the  for- 
mer action  upon  the  demands  submitted  to  the  jury,  related  to  a 
particular  or  specific  demand  entirely  different  from  that  upon 
which  the  subsequent  action  is  founded.'  Thus  two  bills  of  goods 
do  not  constitute  one  demand  when  one  may  become  the  subject 
of  suit  before  the  other  becomes  due,  or  when  the  remedy  for  one 
is  barred  before  the  time  is  expired  for  the  other.'  So  on  a 
general  verdict  on  a  complaint  embracing  a  half  a  dozen  counts, 
that  the  evidence  was  given  on  one  count  only,  and  that  there  was 
none  on  the  other,  as  if  an  action  was  brought  upon  a  note,  and 
for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  and  for  money  loaned,  it  may  be 
shown  that  the  verdict  was  rendered  on  the  note  and  that  the 
other  two  counts  were  withdrawn ;  or  that  no  testimony  was 
adduced  to  sustain  the  other  two  counts ;  or  that  a  judgment  on 
the  common  counts  for  work  and  labor  which  is  a  prima  fade 
conclusion  that  it  includes  all  the  work  and  labor  performed  by 
the  plaintiff  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  action,  yet  in  a 
-subsequent  action  for  work  and  labor  it  may  be  shown  that  it  is 
different  from  that  which  formed  the  subject  of  the  former 
action.  So  a  judgment  in  an  action  for  goods  sold  and  delivered 
will  not  be  available  in  another  action  of  a  like  nature  for  goods 
aold  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  former  action,  though  the 
plaintiff  might  have  included  it  in  his  first  suit.^  But  a  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  a  vendor  for  the  price  of  part  only  of  the  goods 
sold  is  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  suit  for  non-delivery.' 


^  Campbell  ▼.  Cross,  89  Ind.  165. 

•AbdUl  ▼.  Abdm,  88  Ind.  460; 
fiynkert  v.  State,  6  Ind.  248;  Sweet  v. 
TutUe,  14  N.  Y.  465;  McCreaiy  v. 
-Caaey,  46  Cal.  128;  Cook  v.  Burnley, 
45  Tex.  97;  Evans  v.  Clapp,  128  Mass. 
165;  W^bite  t.  Cbase,  128  Mass.  158; 
Paine  v.  Ins.  Co.,  12  R.  I.  440. 

*  Btickel  V.  Steel,  41  Micb.  850. 


•Sweet  V.  TutUe,  14  N.  Y.  465; 
Wrigbt  V.  Butler,  20  Jobns.  867; 
Banker  v.  State,  6  Ind.  248;  PbiUips 
V.  Berick,  16  Johns.  186;  Brony  t. 
King,  10  Mo.  57;  Bridge  v.  Gray,  14 
Pick.  656;  Preston  ▼.  Peek,  1  E.  B. 
&E.  886. 

•  Lawrence  ▼.  Hunt,  10  Wend.  80; 
Steyens  v.  Teft»  8  Gray,  419;  Sawyer 
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§  229.  A  party  oanaot  sustain  a  suit  on  a  grouad  which,  wonld 
have  coDstitated  a  sufficient  defense  to  a  former  action  against 
him.  He  mnst  set  up  and  plead  all  matters  which  are  strictly 
matters  of  defense,  as  he  cannot  afterwards  re-litigate  those  same 
matters  in  a  new  action.'  So,  where  a  party  has  a  defense  which 
he  neglects  to  make,  he  is  estopped,  after  the  rendition  of  judg- 
ment from  seeking  relief,  in  a  court  of  equity.  But  where  a 
defendant  is  ignorant  of  the  facts  which  constitute  his  defense  at 
law  pending  the  suit,  or  the  defense  is  not  available  at  law,  the 


V.  Woodbury,  7  Gray,  501;  Eastman 
V.  Cooper,  15  Pick.  276;  Burlen  ▼. 
Shannon,  97  Mass.  200;  Smith  y.  Kelly, 
2  Hall,  217. 

>  Davis  V.  Talcott,  12  N.  Y.  184; 
Hackworth,  y.  ZoUars,  80  Iowa,  432; 
Ewing  V.  McNary,  20  Ohio  S.  316; 
Lewis  V.  Armstrong,  45  Qa.  131 ;  Cad- 
mus v.  Jackson,  62  Pa.  St.  206;  Mayor 
V.  Ah  Loy,  82  Cal.  477;  Luttrell  v. 
Fisher,  11  Heisk  101;   Gold  v.  Fite, 

58  Tenn.   237  ;   Turney  y.   Dibrell, 

59  Tenn.  285  ;  Mayor  v.  Foley,  40 
Cal.  281  ;  Bank  v.  Stevens,  46 
Iowa,  429;  Brown  v.  Mc^innally,  1 
Esp.  279;  Hopkins  y.  Lee,  6  Wheat. 
109;  Doak  v.  Wis  well,  83  Me.  355; 
Flint  V.  Dodge,  10  Allen,  128;  Kirklam 
V.  Brown,  4  Humph.  174;  Snowden  y. 
Davis,  1  Taunt.  389;  Knihbsv.  Hall, 

I  Esp.  84;  Edgell  v.  Sigerson,  26  Ma 
583;  Poorman  v.  Mitchell,  48  Mo.  45; 
Baker  v.  Rand,  13  Barb.  161;  Birkhead 
v.  Brown,  5  Sand  134;  Lamprey  y. 
Nudd.  29  N.  H.  ^99;  Wainwright  v. 
Rowland,  25  Mo.  53;  Dalton  y.  Bent- 
ley,  15  111.  420;  Pierce  v.  Kneeland,  9 
Wis.  24;  Bowman  y.  >lcKleroy,  15  La. 
Ann.  663;  Barnes  v.  Cunningham,  9 
Rich.  Eq.  475;  Moody  v.  Harper,  38 
Miss.    599 ;    Tallman    v.    McCarty, 

II  Wis.  406;  Finney  v.  Boyd,  26  Wis. 
870;  Dudley  v.  Stiles,  32  Wis.  372; 
Loring  v.  Marshall,  17  Mass.  394; 
DiiscoU  v.  Da,mp,  17  Wis.  419;  SmUh 
Y.  Lowry,  1  Johns.  Ch.  320;  Morenhout 


y.  Higuera,  82  Cal.  289;  Swenson  y. 
Cresop,  28  Ohio  S.  668;  Patrick  y. 
Roach,  21  Tex.  251;  Loomis  y.  PuJver^ 
9  Johns.  244;  White  v.  Ward,  2  Johas. 
232;  Corey  v.  Gale,  18  Vt.  639;  Battey 
y.  Button,  18  Johns.  187;  Walker  v. 
Ames,  2  Cow.  428;  Dey  v.  Dox,  9* 
Wend.  129;  Kist  y.  Atkinson,  2  Camp. 
68;  Bilbie  v.  Lumley,  2  East,  469^ 
€k>wer  v.  Popkin,  2  Stark.  85;  ^riisbane 
y.  Dacres,  5  T^unt.  1^;  Bull  v.  Rowe, 
13  8.  C,  355;  Clinton  y.  Strong,  ^ 
Johns.  870;  Mowatt  y.  Wright,  1 
Wend.  855;  Clark  y.  Dutcker,  9  Cow. 
674;  Supervifiors  y.  ^iggs,  2  Demo, 
26;  Carter  v.  Canterbury,  8  Cown.  456; 
Homer  v.  Fish,  1  Pick.  435;  Whit- 
comb  v.  Williams,  4  Pick.  228;  Holdea 
y.  Curtis,  2  N.  H.  61;  Wright  v. 
Leclaire,  8  Iowa»  221 ;  Kooe  y.  Ivey, 
8  Rich.  L.  37;  Flint  v.  Bodge,  10  Allen, 
128;  Fonda  y.  Denton,  18  La.  Ann. 
843;  Merriam  v.  Woodcock,  104  Mass. 
326;  Jackson  y.  Patrick,  10  a  C.  19; 
Mariot  v.  Hamploi^  7  T.  H.  26^;  Le 
Guea  y.  Govenxeur,  1  Johns.  486; 
Embery  y.  Connor,  8  N.  Y.  5; 
yooi:hees  v.  Ban^  10  Pet.  449;  Denne 
y.  Knott,  7  M.  4^  W.  148;  Lane  y. 
Chapman,  11  A.  &  i^.  966;  Wilson  y. 
Ray,  10  A.  &  E.  82;  $elcher  v.  Mills, 
2  C.  M.  &  R  150;  Le  Chevalier  v. 
Lynch,  1  Doug.  70 ;  Reynolds  y. 
Weed,  4  Bing.  N.  C.  694,;  PhiUipa  v. , 
Hunter,  2  H.  Bl.  402  ;  Philpot  v. 
Aslett,  1  C.  M.  <ft  R.  85. 
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0086  farms  an  exception  to  the  rnle^  that  equity  will  not  interpose 
to  relieve  against  a  judgment  at  la\^ ;  but  if  he  be  guilty  of  any 
negligence,  courts  of  equity  cannot  intetfel*e.  So,  a  physician 
jigainst  whom  judgment  has  been  rendered  for  malpractice  can- 
not recover  in  action  for  professional  services,  in  the  course  of 
ivhich  the  malpractice  is  alleged  to  have  occurred,  while  a  judg- 
ment for  his  services  will  be  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  actioki  for  mal- 
practice. Thus,  where  in  a  justice's  court  plaintiff  brought  an 
4iction  to  recover  six  dollars  for  professional  services,  tlie  defend- 
ant confessed  judgment  for  the  amount,  and  then  brought  an 
action  in  another  court  claiming  damages  for  an  alleged  malprac- 
tice occurring  during  the  time  for  which  the  services  were  ren- 
dered on  which  judgment  had  been  confessed ;  the  court  there 
held,  that  the  judgment  in  the  justice's  court  in  favor  of  the 
surgeon  for  professional  services  was  a  bar  to  any  action  by  the 
<]efendant  against  him  for  malpractice  in  performing  such  services 
where  the  judgment  was  rendered  by  confession  without  a 
trial,  and  although  the  suit  was  brought  by  the  surgeon 
and  judgment  was  rendered  prior  to  bringing  the  action  for 
malpractice,*  on  the  ground  that  the  judgment  in  the  former 
Actions  being  presumptive  if  not  conclusive  proof  that  there  is  no 
eause  of  action  or  foundation  for  the  subsequent  suit,  and  that  a 
recovery  could  not  have  been  had  without  establishing  a  perform- 
■ance  of  the  contract.  So  where  one  is  induced  to  indorse  a 
promissory  note  by  the  statements  of  the  payee  that  it  was  a 
mere  matter  of  form,  and  that  he  would  not  be  troubled  about  it, 
and  afterwards  suit  is  brought  and  he  makes  no  defense,  and 
judgment  is  rendered,  he  is  estopped  from  claiming  that  the 
judgment  is  not  binding  upon  him.  But  where,  after  the  judg- 
ment, statements  to  a  similar  effect  were  made  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  to  justify  the  indorser  in  believing  and  acting  upon 
them,  and  in  supposing  he  was  not  liable,  and  he  was  thereby  in- 
duced to  abstain  from  securing  himself,  when  he  might  easily 
have  done  so,  until  the  tnaker  was  insolvent,  and  an  execution 

» Davis  v.  Talcott,  12  N.  Y.  184;  Newlon   v.    Hook,   48    N.    Y.  676; 

White  V.  Merritt.  7  N.  Y.  852;  Bel-  Brown  v.  Mayor.  66  N.  Y.  885;  Guest 

linger    v.    Craigue,    81    Barb.    634;  v.  Brooklyn,  79  N.  Y.  624;  Ackley 

Edwards   ▼.    Stewart,  15   Barb.  67;  v.  Westervelt,  86  N.  Y.  448. 
Oatcs   v.    Preston,    41    N.    Y.    113 
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was  then  levied  upon  his  property,  it  was  held  that  he  was  not 
boand  by  the  judgment,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  perpetual 
injunction.'  So,  a  plaintiff  who  has  declared  specially  on  a  con- 
tract will  be  entitled  to  rely  on  the  judgment  in  his  favor  as  con- 
clusive that  the  contract  was  in  force  during  the  period  over 
which  the  declaration  extended.  So,  where  a  plaintifE  liad  sued 
a  defendant  on  the  same  contract  of  lease  as  that  set  forth  in  the 
declaration,  and  recovered  judgment  against  him,  it  was  a  good 
answer  to  a  plea  that  the  lease  had  been  amended  before  the 
breach  for  which  the  former  action  was  brought.*  The  rule  that 
the  estoppel  of  a  judgment  must  be  certain,  and  will  not  be 
extended  by.  implication  to  matters  not  embraced  in  its  terms, 
does  not  hold  good  where  the  implication  is  irresistible,  or  so  far 
aided  by  extrinsic  evidence  as  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt. 

§  230.  A  judgment  is  conclusive  not  only  to  the  point  which 
it  professes  to  decide,  but  of  matters  which  it  was  necessary  to 
decide,  and  which  were  actually  determined  as  to  the  ground 
work  of  the  decision.*  So,  where  an  order  reciting  that  John 
and  William  were  the  lawful  children  of  their  parents,  and  that 
their  last  settlement  was  in  the  parish  of  Hartington,  was  held 
conclusive  of  the  settlement  of  the  parents  as  well  as  of  the 
children,  because  the  one  was  involved  in  the  other,  and  appeared 
from  the  record,  though  not  set  forth  in  it,  for  the  reason  that  it 
partook  of  the  nature  of  a  proceeding  in  rem^ 

An  order  of  removal  of  a  pauper  unappealed  from  or  aflSrmed 
on  appeal,  is  conclusive  upon  the  township  charged  thereby,  and 
no  other  removal  of  such  pauper  can  be  made,  except  to  subse- 
quently acquired  settlement.  That  such  an  order  unappealed 
from  is  conclusive  upon  the  parties  to  it  is  conceded  to  be  beyond 


>  Boberts  v.  Miles,  \%  Mich.  287 ; 
White  V.  Merritt,  7  N.  Y.  853. 

•  Faust  V.  Ramsey,  7  Ohio  8.  457; 
GaTdner  v.  Buckbee,  3  Cowen.  124; 
Love  V.  Waltz,  7  CaL  250;  Kelsey  v. 
Ward,  88  N.  Y.  88. 

•  De  St.  Romes  v.  C.  C.  &  N.  Co.. 

24  La.  Ann.  881 ;  Wittick  v.  Traunn. 

25  Ala.  817;  Heath  v.  Frackelton,  20 
Wis.  820;  Hunter  v.  Davis,  19  Ga. 
413;  Glass  v.  Wheeler,  24  La.  Ann. 


897;  Jacobson  v.  Miller,  41  Mich.  90; 
Allison's  Case,  L.  R  9  Ch.  25;  8.  C, 
43  L.  J.  C.  11;  Watkins  v.  Gray,  5. 
Mo.  App.  691. 

^  Davidson  ▼.  Shipman,  6  Ala.  27; 
Chamberlain  v.  Galliard,  26  Ala.  604; 
The  Queen  v.  Hartington,  4  £.  &  B. 
780;  Regina  t.  Hauji^hton,  18  £.  L.  & 
Eq.  287;  Tuska  v.  O'Brien,  68  N.  Y. 
449;  Cabot  T.  Wahington,  41  Yt 
168. 
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dispute.  But  that  it  shall  be  so  upon  the  township  charged 
against  its  rights  to  remove  the  subject  of  it  to  a  subseqaentlj 
discovered  legal  settlement  in  some  other  mnnicipality,  not  a 
party  to  such  order;  such  order,  unappealed  from  or  confirmed 
upon  appeal,  not  only  binds  the  immediate  parties  to  the  litiga- 
tion as  to  each  other,  but  is  conclusive  as  to  all  the  facts  found 
or  necessary  to  have  been  found  in  support  of  such  judgment, 
upon  all  parties  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  rendering 
the  judgment.'  It  has,  however,  been  held  that  a  judgment  in 
an  action  by  one  town  against  another  for  supplies  furnished  to 
a  piruper  claimed  to  belong  to  the  defendant  town,  in  which  it  is 
determined  that  the  pauper  is  a  settled  inhabitant  of  that  town, 
is  not  a  judgment  in  rem^  and  is  binding  only  on  the  parties  to 
the  suit  and  their  privies.' 

§  231.  A  judgment  in  favor  of  a  servant  who  is  suing  for 
wages,  or  a  physician  who  has  brought  an  action  for  his  fees,  is 
in  form  merely  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  compensation 
which  he  claims.  But  it  also  conclusively  establishes  that  the 
plaintiff  did  all  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  do  in  order  to  recover, 
and  estops  the  defendant  from  denying  that  such  was  the  case, 
or  recovering  damages  for  an  alleged  want  of  care  or  skill  in  the 
ccftirse  of  business  in  which  the  plaintiff  was  employed.*    While 


'  Rex  y.  Silchester,  Bur.  Set.  Cas. 
651;  Rex  v.  HiDCksworth,  Cald.  42; 
Hex  V.  SoiitbowraiA,  1  T.  R.  868; 
Rex  V.  Kenilworth,  2  T.  R.  698;  Rex 
V.  St.  Mary's,  6  T.  R.  615;  Rex  v. 
Woodchesier,  2  Str.  1172,  Rex  v. 
Rudgeley,  8  T.  R.  620;  Regina  v. 
Holsworth,  1  Ad.  &  E.  221;  Regina 
V.  Wye,  7  Ad.  &  P.  766;  South- 
field  V.  Bloomingrove,  2  Johns.  105. 
In  Regina  v.  Wye,  Lord  Denman  as- 
signs to  it  the  form  of  a  Judgment  in 
rem  binding  upon  all  the  world. 
Little  Falls  v.  Bernards,  44  N.  J.  L. 
623. 

•  Bethlehem  v.  Watertown,  47 
Conn.  237. 

•  Smith  V.  Hemstreet,  54  N.  Y. 
644;  Brown  v.  Mayor,  66  N.  T.  885; 


Newton  v.  Hook,  48  N.  T.  676; 
Jarvis  v.  Driggs,  69  N.  Y.  148;  Blair 
V.  Baitlett,  75  N.  Y.  150;  Lathrop  v. 
Knapp,  87  Wis.  307;  White  v.  Mer- 
ritt,  7  N.  Y.  862;  Davis  v.  Talcolt,  12 
N.  Y.  18;  Cayliis  v.  R.  R.,  76  N.  Y. 
609;  Howell  v.  Earp,  21  Hun,  898; 
Arnold  v.  Eyie,  8  Baxt.  819;  Dun- 
ham  V.  Bower,  77  N.  Y.  76;  Davis  v. 
Bedsole,  69  Ala.  862;  Nemetty  y. 
Nay  lor,  68  How.  Pr.  887;  Blair  v. 
Bartlett,  75  N.  Y.*  150;  Gates  v. 
Preston,  41  N.  Y.  113;  Edward  v. 
Stewart,  15  Barb.  66;  Ballinger  v. 
Craigue,  81  Barb.  534;  Howell  v. 
Goodrich,  69  111.  566;  Collins  v.  Ben- 
nett, 46  N.  Y.  490;  Merriam  v.  Wood- 
cock, 104  Mass.  326;  Hanley  v.  Foley, 
18  B.  Mon.  519;  Connor  v.  Varney, 
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an  estoppel  cannot  be  drawn  from  a  judgment  by  argning  from 
it  to  anjthing  that  lies  beyond,  it  is  often  necessary  to  reaecm 
back  to  the  fonndation  on  which  it  rests,  on  the  principle  that 
when  a  conclusion  is  indisputable  and  could  only  have  been 
drawn  from  certain  premises,  the  premises  will  be  equally  indis- 
putable with  the  conclusion.  A  former  judgment  is  conclusive 
not  only  of  the  thing  directly  decided,  but  of  every  fact  which 
was  essential  to  the  adjudication.  A  judgment  that  a  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  compensation  for  an  .alleged  wrong,  is  not  merely  a 
judgment  that  so  much  is  due,  but  it  is  also  a  judgment  in  favor 
of  the  right  or  title  set  forth  by  the  plaintiff,  and  against  that 
opposed  to  it  or  relied  npon  by  the  defendant ;  and  althongh  this 
may  be  in  one  sense  a  mere  inference  or  presumption,  still  it  is  a 
necessary  inference  which  cannot  be  controverted.*  So,  where 
the  owner  of  mules,  transported  by  railroad,  being  sued  for  the 
carrier's  charges  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  by  an  assignee  of 
the  claim,  set  up  in  defense  that  one  of  the  mules  was  injured 
through  the  negligence  of  the  carrier,  and  sought  to  recoup  his 
damages,  but  the  justice  rendered  judgment  against  him  for  the 
full  amount  of  the  charges,  the  judgment  was  a  bar  to  a  sub- 
sequent action  by  him  against  the  carrier  to  recover  such  dam- 
ages." 

• 

§  232.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin,  in  a  late  case,"  while 
controverting  the  doctrine  of  Gates  v.  Preston,  said  :  **  Where, 
after  an  action  was  commenced  in  the  Circuit  Court  against  a 
physician  for  malpractice  in  attendance  upon  a  certain  case,  the 
physician  instituted  a  suit  in  the  court  of  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  value  of  his  services  for  such  attendance,  in  which  suit 
the  defendant  therein  interposed  a  general  denial  as  to  the  value 


10  Gray,  281;  King  v.  Chase,  15  N.H. 
9  ;  Stevens  v.  Miller,  13  Gray,  288 ; 
Haynes  v.  Ordway,  19  A.  L.  J.  180. 

1  TuBka  V.  O'Brien,  68  N.  Y.  499  ; 
Kane  v.  Fisher,  2  Watts,  246 ;  Heath 
V.  Fi-ackelton,  20  Wis.  820  ;  State  v. 
Beloit,  20  Wis.  79  ;  Allis  v.  David- 
son, 23  Minn.  442 ;  Bank  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  69  Ala.  805  ;  Cranford  v.  Si- 
monson,  7  Port.  110;  Trustees  v. 
Keller,  1  Ala.   406 ,  Herndon  v.  Gi- 
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234;  Moore  v.  Appleton,  84  Ala.  147; 
Bobe  V.  Stickney,  86  Ala.  482;  Durr 
V.  Jackson,  59  Ala.  208;  Kaiaer  v. 
Wagoner,  59  Iowa,  40. 

*  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Henlein,  66  Ala.  868. 
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of  such  servioes,  bat  afterward  failed  to  appear  at  the  trial,  and 
judgment  for  the  value  claimed  was  entered  in  favor  of  the  phy- 
sician ;  sach  jadgment  was  no  defense  to  the  action  for  malprac- 
tice, and  a  supplemental  answer  setting  it  up  as  a  plea  in  bar 
thereto  was  demurrable,  upon  the  ground  that  the  issue  in  this 
action  was  not  necessarily  involved  iu  the  justice's  suit,  and  the 
plaintifiE  may  maintain  it  notwithstanding  the  defendant  recovered 
for  his  services  in  that  court.  The  plaintiflPs  claim  for  damages 
resulting  from  malpractice  constitutes  a  separate  and  independ- 
ent cause  of  action,  which  he  can  enforce  without  disturbing  any 
matter  litigated  iu  that  case.  He  was  not  compelled  to  make  the 
defense  before  the  justice  tb:  t  the  defendant's  services  were  of 
no  value,  in  order  to  save  his  rights.  He  had  his  election  cither 
to  recoup  his  damages  pro  tanio  in  the  justice's  court  or  go  for 
his  entire  claim  in  this,  and  in  support  of  thoir  opinion  cite  the 
following  cases : 

^^  Sykes  v.  Bonner,'  in  which  it  was  held  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary for  the  defendant  to  prove  that  the  plaintifiE  was  guilty  of 
negligence."  In  another  case' it  was  said :  "  It  is  very  doubtful 
whether  the  defendant  in  the  action  before  the  justice  could, 
under  his  answer,  have  shown  that  the  plaintifiE  was  guilty  of 
malpractice."  (The  defendant  could  certainly  have  set  up  all  the 
defenses  he  had  in  that  action  ;  and  if  the  action  for  malpractice 
was  then  pending,  he  certainly  could  have  set  it  up  as  a  ple^  in 
abatement  to  the  action  before  the  justice.) 

"  O'Connor  v,  Varney,"  where  it  was  held  that  a  judgment  for 
the  defendant  in  an  action  for  work  done  under  a  contract,  upon 
the  ground  of  imperfect  performance  of  the  work,  is  a  bar  to  a 
subsequent  action  by  him  to  recover  damages  for  such  non>per- 
formance," 

'^  Bodurtha  v.  Phelon*  was  an  action  brought  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace  on  a  note  for  the  price  of  a  horse.  The  defendant 
act  up  a  breach  of  warranty,  and  judgment  was  given  for  a  part 
of  the  note.  The  plaintifiE  appealed,  and  the  defendant  was 
defaulted.  Seld:  that  that  judgment  was  no  bar  to  an  action 
on  the  warranty.  This  was  put  on  the  ground  that  on  the  appeal 
the  judgment  before  the  justice  was  vacated,  the  defendant  with- 

>  1  Cin.  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  464.  «  10   Gray,  231. 
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drew  his  defense,  and  jndgment  was  entered  for  the  full  ainoanrt 
of  the  note.  The  court  said :  ^^  The  plaintiff  could  not  maintaior 
this  action,  if  the  judgment  recovered  against  him  on  his  note 
given  to  the  defendant  for  the  price  of  the  colt  were  in  force. 
He  would  have  received  in  the  deduction  of  forty  dollars  from 
the  amount  of  that  note,  his  damages  for  the  deception  practiced 
on  him  by  the  defendant  in  the  sale  of  the  coit,  and  have  been 
thereby  barred  from  any  fui-tlier  remedy  for  that  deception." 

"  Bascom  v.  Manning'  was  an  action  of  damages  for  breach  of 
warranty  of  cotton.  It  appeared  that  the  defendant  had  pleaded 
the  same  facts  in  defense  of  an  action  in  Massachusetts  for  the 
price  of  the  cotton,  but  suffered  judgment  there  by  default. 
Held:  that  the  Massachusetts  jndgment  was  no  bar."  The  court 
said  :  "  Whether  there  was  in  fact  a  warranty,  and  if  so,  whether 
it  was  broken,  and  what  amount  of  damages  the  plaintiff  suffered 
thereby,  are.  questions  which  were  not  in  point  of  fact  litigated  in 
the  Massachusetts  suit,  and  are  not,  therefore,  res  adjtuiioata.  It 
is  true^  thejplea^  which  was  not  withdrawn^  raised  these  qusstians, 
(md  there  was  a  Judgment/or  ths  plaintiffs.  But  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  judgment  upon  a  default  makes  it  as  certain  that  this 
counter-claim  was  not  passed  upon  and  settled,  by  an  actual  adju- 
dication, as  though  the  plea  had  been  formally  withdrawn." 
(This  case  completely  overrules  the  doctrine  of  res  adjttdicataj 
for  the  defendant  therein  by  failure  to  defend,  presumptively 
admitted  he  had  no  claim  for  breach  of  warranty,  and  the  coun- 
ter-claim may  have  been  pleaded  to  gain  time  and  delay  the 
plaintiff  in  obtaining  judgment.) 

Barker  v.  Cleveland,"  where  it  was  held  that  an  action  for  the 
purchase  price  of  chattels  is  not  affected  by  a  judgment  for 
breach  of  warranty  of  the  same.  The  action  for  breach  of  war- 
ranty does  not  necessarily  involve  the  question  of  payment  of 
the  price.  The  action  for  breach  might  be  brought  before  the 
time  for  payment  had  elapsed.  "  Unless  the  vendor  depends  on 
the  ground  of  non-payment  of  the  purchase  price,  the  court  does 
not  concern  itself  with  that  question." 

Mondel  v,  Steele*  was  an  action  of  damages  for  breach  of  a 
contract  to  build  a  ship  in  a  specijBed  manner.     The  defendant 
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pleaded  a  jndgment  in  a  former  action  for  the  price,  in  which  the 
same  breach  of  contract  was  pleaded,  and  a  deduction  was  made 
from  the  price  on  account  thereof.  Held :  bad,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  might  still  recover  for  damage  accruing  subsequent  to 
the  delivery  of  the  ship.  Parke,  B.,  said :  "  It  must,  however, 
be  considered  that  in  all  these  cases  of  goods'sold  and  delivered 
with  a^warrantj,  and  work  and  labor,  as  well  as  the  case  of  goods 
agreed  to  be  supplied  according  to  a  contract,  the  rule  which  has 
been  found  so  convenient  is  established,  and  that  it  is  competent 
for  the  defendant,  in  all  of  ^hese,  not  to  set-off,  by  a  proceeding 
in  the  nature  of  a  cross-action,  the  amount  of  damages  which  he 
has  sustained  by  breach  of  the  contract,  but  simply  to  defend 
himself  by  showing  how  much  less  the  subject-matter  of  the 
action  was  worth  by  reason  of  the  breach  of  contract ;  and  to 
the  extent  that  he  obtains  or  is  capable  of  obtaining  an  abate- 
ment of  price  on  that  account,  he  must  be  considered  as  having 
received  satisfaction  for  the  breach  of  contract,  and  is  precluded 
from  recovering  in  another  action  to  that  extent,  but  no  more." 

In  Kigge  v,  Barbridge:'  This  was  an  action  of  damages 
for  negligent  construction  of  a  kitchen  range,  and  the  de- 
fendant pleaded  paymevU  into  courts  in  an  action/or  t?ie  pricey 
of  a  sum  whiofi  the  plaintiffs  took  out  in  satisfaxstion.  Held: 
no  estoppel.  Alderson,  B.,  said:  ''The  present  plaintiff  may 
maintain  an  action  against  the  defendant  for  negligence  in  the 
performance  of  the  work,  unless  his  defense  to  the  former 
action,  for  the  price  of  the  goods,  had  been  to  show  that  the 
work  and  goods  were  of  no  value  whatever  to  him."  Rolfe,  B.^ 
said,  ''  It  does  not  at  all  appear  that  the  defense  of  the  present 
plaintiff  to  the  former  action,  for  the  price  of  these  goods,^ 
included  the  damages  sustained  by  him  for  the  improper  working 
of  the  range." 

In  Davis  v.  Hedges  .*<  In  this  case  Hannen,  J.,  says, 
^^Mondd  V.  Steel  leaves  undecided  the  question  whether  the 
plaintiff  was  lound  to  obtain  the  abatement  in  the  action  in 
which  he  was  defendant^  or  might  recover  it  as  damages  in  a 
cross- a>otion.^^  It  is  clear  that  before  any  action  is  brought 
for  the  price  of  a  chattel  sold  with  a  warranty,  or  of  work  to  be 
performed  according  to  contract,  the  person  to  whom  the  article 
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18  Bold,  or  for  whom  the  work  is  doue,  may  pay  the  fall  priee 
without  prejudice  to  his  right  to  sue  for  the  breach  of  warranty 
or  contract,  and  to  recover  as  damages  the  difference  between  Uie 
real  valae  of  the  chattels  or  work,  and  what  it  would  have  been 
if  the  warranty  or  contract  had  not  been  broken.  ^*  We  do  not 
mean  to  throw  the  least  doubt  on  the  oases  which  estahlish  the  gen- 
eral ride  that  where  apart}/  to  a  litigation  has  the  opportxmity  to 
raise  some  question^  and  does  not  avail  himself  of  it^  he  is  in  no 
belter  position  than  \f  he  had  raised  itJ*^ 

§  233.  It  may  be  said  that  there  is  some  conflict  in  the  decis- 
ions in  regard  to  what  is  concluded  by  a  judgment  in  favor  of  a 
plaintiff,  and  that  the  rule  established  by  the  case  of  Gates  v, 
Preston,  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  the  State  of  New  York,* 
and  the  cases  maintaining  the  same  doctrine,  are  not  sound  on 
principle.  In  order  to  controvert  the  principle  established  by 
these  cases,  authorities  are  cited  by  courts  holding  a  contrary 
view.  That  in  actions  for  the  price  of  an  article  a  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff  is  no  defense  to  an  action  for  a  breach  of  warranty, 
which  constituted  a  counter-claim  by  the  defendant,  and  was  not 
set  up  in  the  action  in  which  the  judgment  was  rendered  for  the 
purchase  price.  It  is  a  well  settled  rule,  based  on  statutory  law 
in  many  States,  that  a  counter-claim  amounts  to  or  is  regarded  as 
a  separate  and  distinct  cause  of  action,  and  while  it  may  be  set 
up  as  a  defense  in  an  action  brought  by  a  plaintiff  against  a 
defendant,  yet  if  the  plaintiff  dismisses  his  action,  it  does  not 
affect  the  counter-claim,  and  the  defendant  may  proceed  in  the 
same  mtinner  as  if  he  had  originally  commenced  the  suit  on  his 
counterclaim. 

§  234.  It  is,  under  the  reformed  codes  of  procedure,  allow- 
able for  a  defendant  to  either  plead  a  counter-claim  or  withhold 
it  and  bring  an  action  on  such  counter-claim.    A  counter-claim 
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must  tend  in  some  way  to  diminish  or  defeat  the  plaintiff's  reooy- 
ery,  and  mnst  be  one  of  the  following  caases  of  action  against 
the  plaintiff,  or  in  a  proper  case,  against  the  person  whom  he  rep- 
resents, and  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  or  one  or  more  defendants, 
between  whom  and  the  plaintiff  a  separate  judgment  may  be  had 
in  the  action  :  First.  A  canse  of  action  arising  out  of  the  con- 
tract or  transaction  set  forth  in  the  complaint  as  the  fonndation 
of  the  plaintiff's  claim,  or  connected  with  the  subject  of  the 
action.  Second.  In  an  action  on  contract  existing  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action.  This  is  decided  in  New  York,  Wis- 
consin, North  Carolina,  Indiana  and  Minnesota,  and  is  the  same 
in  every  State  where  the  pro^visions  of  the  New  York  Ood<e,  or 
similar  onee^  are  in  force. 

§  235.  A  counter-claim  includes  recoupment  and  set-off,  either 
of  which  must  be  used  by  the  defendant  in  the  same  action,  to 
claim  damages  from  the  plaintiff,^  and  are  used  for  the  purpose  of 
liquidating  the  whole  or  part  of  the  plaintiff's  claim.  Set-off  is 
unknown  to  the  common  law,  and  only  takes  place  in  actions  on 
contracts  for  the  payment  of  money,  as  assumpsit,  debt,  coven- 
ant ;  unliquidated  damages  cannot  be  set  off.  In  Blair  v.  Bart- 
lett,  {jsupra)  Folger^  J.^  in  following  the  Gates  case,  after  laying 
down  the  rule  that  a  judgment  is  conclusive  as  to  everything 
necessarily  involved  in  the  issue,  and  that  the  value  of  the  services 
was  necessarily  involved  and  passed  upon,  said :  "  But  if  of  value 
they  could  not  have  been  useless  \  and  if  of  use  they  could  not 
have  been  harmful ;  and  if  not  harmful  they  could  not  have  been 
maUiprcum  in  the  performance  of  them.  Hence  it  is  res  ac^ud- 
ioata  between  these  parties,  that  there  was  not  the  malpractice, 
on  the  allegation  of  which,  in  this  action,  the  plaintiff  here  seeks 
to  recover."  In  Dunham  -w.  Bower,*  Church,  0.  J.,  said:  **If 
the  allegations  in  this  case  are  true,  the  defendant  was  not  only 
not  entitled  to  any  freight,  but  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a 
judgment  for  the  whole  amount  of  his  damages.  I  do  not  see 
how  a  right  to  freight  and  a  right  to  damages  for  the  destruction 
of  the  whole  property,,  caused  by  a  violation  of  the  shipping  con- 
tract can  co-exist."  This  seems  to  be  the  correct  rule,  however 
odious"  it  may  be  in  some  cases.     Where  the  plaintiff  has  no 
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claim,  the  defendant  cannot  have  a  counter-claiin.  The  two 
claims  in  snch  a  case  cannot  co-ezist ;  hence  a  recovery  in  one 
must  be  a  denial  of  the  other.  The  claim  of  the  patient  against 
the  phjsician  for  malpractice,  does  not  admit  the  physician's 
claim,  bnt  denies  it  altogether ;  while  a  connter-claim  admits  the 
plaintiff's  demand,  bnt  seeks  to  rednce  it,  or  even  extinguish  it, 
by  a  legal  or  equitable  set-off.  It  cannot,  therefore,  in  strict 
legal  sense,  be  a  counter-claim,  and,  therefore,  is  not  the  subject 
of  an  independent  action.  In  all  cases  of  counter-claim,  no  rule 
of  res  adjitdicata  can  apply  in  antagonism  to  a  direct  statutory 
provision. 

§  236.  Courts  maintaining  a  doctrine  contrary  to  that  of  Gates 
V.  Preston  do  so  (except  where  otherwise  compelled  by  statute), 
by  violating  every  principle  upon  which  the  doctrine  of  res 
adfudieata  is  founded.  Without  citing  again  the  long  and  un- 
broken line  of  cases  which  will  be  found  in  another  portion  of 
this  work,  we  may  state  the  following  as  the  substance  of  the  de- 
cisions. First.  The  maxim,  ^^  interest  reipvbliom  ut  sit  finis 
liti/um  "  has  never  yet  been  questioned  ;  and,  Second.  Whenever 
a  matter  is  adjudicated,  such  judgment  decides  every  matter 
which  pertains  to  that  cause  of  action  or  the  defense  set  up,  or 
which  is  involved  in  the  measure  of  relief  to  which  the  cause  of 
action  or  defense  entitles  the  party,  even  though  such  matter  may 
not  be  set  forth  in  the  pleadings,  so  as  to  admit  proof  and  call  for 
an  actual  decision  upon  it.  This  principle  prevails  throughout 
the  civilized  world,  with  but  few  exceptions,  and  includes  not 
only  what  actually  was  determined,  but  also  extends  to  every 
other  matter  which  under  the  issues  the  parties  might  have  liti- 
gated in  the  case ;  to  everything  within  the  knowledge  of  the  ^ 
parties  which  might  have  been  set  up  as  a  ground  of  relief  or 
defense.  This  principle  is  but  the  repeated  reiteration  of  the 
maxim  above  cited,  which  is  so  deeply  fixed  in  the  law  of  funda- 
mentals. The  maintenance  of  this  principle  is  one  of  the  neces- 
sities in  all  civilized  communities,  and  it  has  been  handed  down 
from  *  generation  to  generation  without  ever  being  questioned 
until  the  present  time ;  and  we  doubt  whether  there  ever  can  be 
a  well-established  and  universally  sustained  principle  of  law.  A 
court  that  cannot  doubt,  distinguish,  or  make  an.  exception  to  a 
well-settled  rule  of  law  is  among  the  impossibilities  of  this  age. 
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The  case  of  Gktes  v.  Preston  follows  the  nniversal  rule  above 
<cited.  Id  the  early  case  of  Marriott  v.  Hampton,  it  was 
there  held  that  where,  in  an  action,  a  party  had  a  complete 
defense,  as  payment,  and  failed  to  maintain  it,  he  was  concluded 
by  that  judgment,  and  althongh  he  had  the  written  receipt  of  the 
plaintiff,  yet  he  was  compelled  to  pay  the  same  money  twice. 
This  principle  has  never  been  questioned.  So  a  party  having  a 
defense  like  that  of  usury,  limitation,  coverture,  the  statutory 
right  of  exemption,  or  any  defense  which  will  defeat  a  plaintiff's 
<5laim,  and  fails  to  set  up  such  defense,  cannot  .thereafter  re-liti- 
gate matter  which  would  have  defeated  the  plaintiff's  action  in 
another  cause  between  the  same  parties  by  simply  reversing  their 
positions  as  parties. 

§  237.  The  decision  in  Gates  v.  Preston,  and  the  cases  main- 
taining the  principle  there  decided,  hold,  that  in  an  action  brought 
for  the  recovery  of  money  for  services  rendered,  and  other  sim- 
ilar causes,  the  plaintiff  is  bound  to  prove,  first,  that  he  rendered 
the  services  at  the  request  of  the  defendant ;  second,  the  value 
of  such  services ;  third,  that  the  amount  claimed  is  just,  due  and 
owing  from  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff.  If  such  services  were 
worthless,  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  recover,  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  defendant  in  that  action  to  plead  such  defense.  It  is 
trifling  with  justice,  it  is  disturbing  the  peace  and  repose  of 
society,  to  allow  the  defendant,  after  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction had  given  him  a  fair  and  full  opportunity  to  defeat  a 
plaintiff  attempting  to  maintain  an  action  against  him,  and  he 
virtually  confessing  the  plaintiff's  cause  of  action,  to  then  permit 
him  to  maintain  a  new  cause  of  action  against  the  plaintiff  on 
a  state  of  facts  which  would  have  fully  defeated  the  plaintiff  and 
caused  the  rendition  of  a  judgment  in  defendant's  behalf.  It  is 
difficult  in  all  cases  to  follow  well-established  and  well-settled 
principles  of  law.  It  is  difficult  for  courts  of  justice  to  render 
judgments  against  parties^  who,  from  some  unfortunate  cause, 
should  not  be  compelled  to  submit  to  them.  It  may,  in  some 
cases,  be  rewarding  a  vigilant  attorney  by  maintaining  the  doc- 
trine in  Gates  v.  Preston,  and  it  may  be  a  rebuke  to  the  same 
attorney  to  maintain  the  contrary  doctrine.  It  may  be  sharp 
practice  for  an  attorney  to  bring  an  action  of  this  kind  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  for  services  rendered,  while  an  action  is 
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pending  in  a  supenor  court,  between  the  same  parties,  tor  mal- 
practice ;  bot  that  certainly  cannot  in  any  eyeut  affect  the  well- 
known  principle  of  res  ad/iedicata, 

§  237iL.  In  another  portion  ol  this  work  it  will  be  seen  from  a 
long  and  unbroken  line  of  decisions  that  there  is  a  great  underly- 
ing principle  applicable,  which  is»  in  many  eases  relating  to  judg- 
ments, as  controlling  as  the  principle  upon  which  the  whole  doc- 
trine of  res  adjv>d/ic€kta  is  founded.  It  is  a  well-settled  prin- 
ciple of  law  and  equity  that  a  party  (with  a  very  few  exceptions 
in  a  particular  class  of  cases),  may  waive  any  statutory  or  con- 
stitutional right,  or  other  privilege  granled  him.  Thus,  he 
may  waive  a  trial  by  jury,  the  defenses  of  limitations,  usury,  ex- 
emption, a  sale  on  appraisement,  service  of  citation,  and  numer- 
ous other  matters.  He  may  waive  a  plea  in  abatement;  and 
where,  in  an  action  brought  for  malpractice  against  a  physieian, 
the  plaintiff,,  either  by  reason  of  neglect  or  ignorance,  permits 
the  physician  to  bring  a  subsequent  action  to  recover  the  value  of 
the  identical  services,  which  the  patient  claims  were  wortliless^ 
and  allows  the  physician  to  recover  in  the  subsequent  action,  and 
during  the  pendency  of  the  action  for  malpractice  against  the 
physician,  without  pleading  his  action  of  malpractice  in  abate- 
ment, or  making  any  defense  to  the  suit,  he  waives  that  defense 
or  plea,  and  is  as  completely  precluded  by  such  waiver  as  he 
would  be  by  waiving  a  defense  of  usury,  limitations,  coverture,, 
or  failing  to  object  to  the  admission  of  testimony  or  other  like 
matter.     "  Quilibet  j>otest  renunoiare  juri  pro  se  indfuctoy 

§  237b.  There  can  never  be  an  end  to  litigation  unless  courts  are 
willing  to  abide  by  well-settled,  fundamental  principles  of  law. 
Whenever  a  party  is  afforded  full  and  complete  remedies  for  every 
cause  of  eomplaint,  it  should  be  an  unquestionable  rule,  that 
unless  such  party  accepts  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  him  by 
law,  he  forever  thereafter  deprives  himself  of  it.  Tlie  applica- 
tion of  this  rule  may  be  regarded  as  a  salutary  one,  the  principle 
that  "  nefno  debet  his  vexari^  pro  v/na  eadurn  ccmsa^^  that  no  man 
shall  be  vexed  twice  for  the  same  cause,  should  be  applicable^ 
with  the  same  force  to  a  plaintiff  as  to  a  defendant,  an/i  if  neither 
of  the  parties  should  be  vexed  by  the  same  cause  twice,  certainly 
the  rights  of  the  public  are  of  as  great  importance  as  the  rights 
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of  the  parties,  and  the  public  should  Dot  be  compelled  to  pay  for 
twice  litigating  a  cause  when  the  matters  in  controversy  can  be 
settled  and  finally  adjudicated  in  one  action. 

§  238.  There  is  another  well-settled  rule  (to  which  the  cases 
need  not  be  here  repeated),  and  that  is  one  supported  by  a  long 
and  unbroken  current  of  authorities,  that  where  a  party  having  a 
good  defense  to  an  action  who  fails  to  set  it  up  cannot  set  it  up 
in  another  action,  nor  can  he  after  judgment  obtain  relief  in 
a  court  of  equity.'  And  another  well-settled  rule — that  of 
merger.  If  the  rule  established  in  the  Wisconsin  case  is  to  be- 
come the  law,  there  will  be  little  need  of  attorneys  or  reports, 
as  no  decision  of  any  court  establishing  a  principle  can  be  relied 
upon  by  a  professional  man,  as  a  precedent  in  a  case  upon  a  pre- 
cisely similar  state  of  facts.  Audit  will  make  no  difference  as 
to  whether  a  party  defeats  a  plaintiff  in  an  action  against  him  by 
pleading  a  strictly  legal  defense  to  such  action,  or  whether  he 
confesses  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  then  subse- 
quently brings  an  action  on  the  defense  which  would  have  de- 
feated the  prior  claim.  While  it  may  be  true  that  every  man 
has  a  right  to  try  his  own  case,  it  is  also  true  that  in  every  con- 
tested action  each  one  of  the  parties  tries  his  own  case  to  the 
best  of  his  ability ;  and  in  all  courts  of  justice  each  party  is 
afforded  every  facility  to  try  his  case  fairly  and  fully ;  and  when 
this  opportunity  is  given  and  neglected,  the  maxim,  Interest  rev- 
piiblicae  ut  sit  finis  litum  applies.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  in 
order  to  deprive  the  defendant  of  a  technical  advantage,  that 
a  court  could  do  it  in  no  other  way  than  by  establishing  a  rule 
which  cannot  do  otherwise  than  increase  litigation.  While  the 
estoppel  sought  to  be  made  available  in  this  case  may  be  correctly 
termed  "  odious,"  under  the  circumstances  stated,  it  must  be  con- 
ceded that  the  judgment  before  the  justice  of  the  peace  could 
not  have  been  rendered  by  default  without  the  negligence  or 
consent  of  the  defendant.  Upon  the  doctrine  of  estoppel  by  con- 
duct, by  negligence,  by  election,  or  waiver,  upon  all  of  these 
grounds,  and  the  further  ground  of  res  adjucUcata^  and  merger 
the  judgment  rendered  by  the  justice  of  the  peace  should  have 
been  held  a  complete  bar.     Numerous  cases  might  be  cited  to 
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support  this  view,  bnt  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  here.' 
Id  a  late  case  in  Indiana  the  court  said :  "  In  a  suit  against 
two  surgeons  for  malpractice,  a  separate  answer  by  one  that  he 
had  sued  the  plaintiff  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  having  juris- 
-diction,  to  recover  for  his  services  in  the  same  matter,  that  there 
was  an  answer  that  the  services  were  worthless,  and  a  trial  and 
judgment  for  the  amount  of  the  claim  sued  for,  which  remains  in 
force,  is  good ;  but  if.it  be  alleged  that  the  judgment  was  with> 
out  answer  and  on  default,  it  is  bad,  and  a  reply  to  such  good 
answer,  that  the  suit  for  malpractice  was  pending  when  that  be- 
.  fore  the  justice  of  the  peace  was  commenced,  is  bad.i 

§  239.  In  a  judicial  proceeding  in  a  court  of  record,  where  a 
party  is  called  upon  to  make  good  his  cause  of  action  or  establish  bis 
defense,  he  must  do  so  by  all  the  proper  means  within  his  control, 
and  if  he  fails  in  that  respect,  purposely  or  negligently,  he  will  not 
afterward  be  permitted  to  deny  the  correctness  of  the  determin- 
ation, nor  to  re-litigate  the  same  matters  between  the  same  par- 
ties.* If  a  party  having  a  defense  which  be  might  make,  omits 
to  do  so,  he  waives  it.'  If  a  party  fails  to  plead  a  fact  he  might 
have  plead,  or  makes  a  mistake  in  the  progress  of  an  action,  or 
fails  to  prove  a  fact  he  might  have  proven,  the  law  can  afford  him 
no  relief.  When  a  party  passes  by  his  opportunity  the  law  will 
not  aid  him.  By  refusing  to  relieve  parties  against  the  conse- 
quences of  their  own  neglect,  it  seeks  to  make  them  vigilant  and 
careful.     On  any  other  principle  there  would  be  no  end  to  an 
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action,  and  there  would  be  an  end  to  all  vigilance  and  care  in  its 
prepa/rcUion  <md  trial. 

§  240.  When  it  is  said  that  a  judgment  is  final  and  conclu- 
sive upon  all  the  parties  to  it  as  to  all  matters  which  might  have 
been  litigated  and  decided  in  the  action,  the  expression  must  be 
limited  to  soch  matters  only  as  might  have  been  used  as  a  de- 
fense in  that  action  against  an  adverse  claim  therein  ;  such  mat- 
ters, if  subsequently  considered  as  would  involve  an  inquiry  into 
the  merits  of  the  original  judgment,  as  where  A.  recovers  a 
judgment  against  B.  on  his  note.  Previous  to  the  rendition  of 
the  judgment  B.  had  paid  one-half  of  the  note,  which  was  never 
credited,  and  not  taken  into  consideration  in  the  suit  against  him. 
B.  then  brings  an  action  to  recover  back  such  payment.  In  the 
trial  of  the  action  on  the  note,  B.  is  present  in  court  and  con- 
fesses judgment  for  the  amount.  The  question  is  this :  A  judg- 
ment is  rendered  against  a  defendant ;  if  he  properly  defends  the 
action  he  can  reduce  the  amount  by  showing  the  payment  made. 
He  neglects  to  do  this.  Can  he  afterwards  be  permitted  in  an 
independent  action  to  recover  such  payment  ?  A  litigation  be- 
tween parties  is  conclusive  upon  all  matters  in  issue,  when  carried 
into  judgment.  It  is  not  only  conclusive  as  to  matters  actually 
mooted,  but  also  those  which  the  parties  might  have  controverted 
in  the  cause.  In  the  suit  on  the  note,  B.  might  have  proved  that 
he  made  the  payment.  But  he  omitted  to  set  up  that  defense, 
and  he  can  not  do  so  after  judgment  is  rendered  against  him. 
Payment  is  strictly  a  matter  of  defense,  and  such  must  be  insisted 
on  when  the  opportunity  oflfered  in  the  action  on  the  note.'  So, 
where  A.  sued  B.  for  the  price  of  goods  sold,  for  which  B.  had 
paid  and  obtained  a  receipt,  before  the  suit  was  commenced,  not 
being  able  to  find  his  receipt,  and  having  no  other  proof  of  pay- 
ment, A.  recovered  judgment  against  B.  for  the  price  of  the  goods 
sold ;  B.  was  obliged  to  submit  to  the  payment  of  the  money 
again,  but  afterwards  found  the  missing  receipt,  and  brought  an 
action  against  A.  for  money  had  and  received,  to  recover  back 
the  amount  of  the  sum  of  payment  thus  wrongfully  enforced  ; 
but  he  was  estopped  on  the  ground  that  the  former  suit  was  con- 
clusive, and  that  money  paid  under  legal  process  could  not  be 
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recovered  back  again ;  and  the  aame  evidence  need  in  the  second 
suit  would  have  been  a  good  defense  in  the  first ;  6.  was  bound 
to  either  produce  the  evidence  or  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  and  that,  when  once  res  adjvdicata^  it  was  conclusive  in 
any  subsequent  action  arising  from  the  same  transaction.' 

§  241.  Matter  which  would  have  been  a  defense  to  a  former 
action  cannot  afterwards  be  made  the  subject  of  another  suit. 
Thus,  where  a  party  has  an  opportunity  to  set  up  fraud  as  a  defense 
to  a  suit  at  law,  but  omits  to  do  so,  he  cannot  maintain  a  bill  in  chan- 
cery for  the  same  fraud.*  The  judgment  of  the  court  is  not  only 
final  as  to  the  matter  actually  determined,  but  as  to  every  other 
matter  which  the  parties  neglect  to  litigate  in  the  cause,  and 
which  might  have  been  decided  ;  but  this  is  only  limited  to  mere 
matters  of  defense.*  Thus,  a  party  who  might  have  set  up  hia 
discharge  in  bankruptcy  in  bar  of  an  action  against  him  cannot 
avail  himself  of  that  discharge  in  a  suit  in  equity  founded  on  that 
judgment.*  A  discharge  in  bankruptcy  does  not  operate  as  a 
payment,  but  is  simply  a  bar  to  the  enforcement  of  the  obliga- 
tion ;  and,  unless  pleaded  in  defense  by  the  debtor,  it  is  waived. 
It  is  a  purely  personal  defense,  and  is  not  available  to  any  but 


1  Harriot  v.  Hampton,  7  T.  R  269 
Belcher  v.  Mills,  2  C.  M.  &  R  150 
Lc  Cbevalier  v.  Lynch,  1  Doug.  170 
Wilson  V.  Ray,  10  A.  &  E.  82;  Rey- 
nolds V.  Wedd,  4  Bing.  K  C.  694 
Phillips  V.  Hunter,  2  H.  P.  L.  402 
Philpot  V.  Aslett,  1  C.  M.  &  R.  85 
Lane  y.  Chapman,  11  A.  <&  E.  966 
Denne  v.  Knott,  7  M.  &  W.  148. 

*  Baker  y.  Stincbfleld,  57  Me.  868  ; 
Loring  y.  Mansfield,  17  Mass.  894 ; 
Tilton  y.  Gordon,  1 N.  H.  88;  Binck  v. 
Wood,  43  Barb.  815;  Corbet  y.  Evans, 
25  Pa.  St.  810;  Davis  v.  Murphy, 
2  Rich.  600;  Broughton  y.  Mcintosh, 
1  Ala.  103  ;  Mitchell  y.  8ai>dford,  11 
Ala.  695;  Bates  y.  Spooner,  45  Ind. 
489  ;  Greenabaum  y.  Elliott,  60  Mo. 
25;  Footman  y.  Stetson,  82  Me.  17; 
Turner  y.  Dibble.  59  Tenn.  2:i5;  Doak 
v.  Wiswell,  88  Me.  865  ;  Walker  y. 
Ames,  2  Cow.  428;  Dudley  y.  Styles. 
82  Wis.  871;  Luttrell  v.  Fisher,  11 


Heisk.  101 ;  Gold  y.  Fite,  68  Temu 
237  ;  Taylor  y.  Chambers,  1  la.  124; 
Jones  y.  Wcatherbee,  4  Strobh.  50j 
Dubois  y.  PhikL  &c.  Co.,  6  Fish.  Pat 
Cas.  208;  Powell  y.  Davis,  19  Tex. 
880  ;  Shaffer  y.  Scuddy,  14  La.  Ann. 
675;  Mitchell  v.  GUlespie,  25  Ga.  346; 
Rockwell  V.  Langley,  19  Pa.  St.  502; 
Bullock  y.  Ballen,  9  Tex.  498;  Barks- 
dale  y.  Greene,  29  Ga.  418;  Hatch  y. 
Garza.  23  Tex.  176;  Doyle  y.  ReJly, 
18  la.  108 ;  Fowler  v.  Atkinson,6  Minn. 
508;  Gainard  y.  Heysenger,  15  111. 
288  ;  Bobe  v.  Stickney,  86  Ala.  482; 
Jemsbury  y.  Mammety,  L.  R.  8  C.  P. 
66;  Newington  y.  Levy,  L.  R.  6  C.  P^ 
180. 

»  Dewey  y.  Peck,  83  la.  842;  Poor- 
man  y.  Mitchell,  48  Mo.  45;  Smith  y. 
Abbott,  40  Me.  442. 

« Marsh  y.  Mandeyillfi,  28  Mi«^ 
122. 
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tbe  baDkrupt  Thns,  a  judgment  rendered  against  a  defendant, 
anbseqneut  to  his  discharge  in  bankruptcy,  in  an  action  com- 
menced before  the  proceedings  in  insolvency  were  instituted,  is 
not  void  on  tbe  ground  that  the  judgment  was  in  violation  of  the 
restraining  order  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings 
in  insolvency,  or  that  the  defendant  was  discharged  from  all  his 
debts  and  liabilities,  including  the  debt  of  the  plaintiff,  prior  to 
the  rendition  of  the  judgment.  The  defendant  is  entitled  to 
plead  his  discharge  in  bar  of  the  action,  by  supplemental  answer. 
If  that  fact  be  pleaded,  the  judgment  of  the  court  is  conclusive 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  judgment,  notwithstanding 
the  alleged  discharge  in  bankruptcy.  If  the  defendant  omit  to 
plead  the  discharge  in  bankruptcy,  the  judgment  is  equally  con- 
clusive upon  him  as  it  would  be  had  his  defense  been  accord  and 
satisfaction,  payment,  &c.;  which  he  had  neglected  to  plead.^ 
So,  where  in  an  action  the  complaint  avers  that  a  defendant  has 
some  interest  which  is  unknown  to  the  plaintiff,  and  such  defend- 
ant, being  personally  served  with  summons  fails  to  appear,  and 
the  judgment  does  not  find  any  interest  in  him,  he  cannot  in  a 
new  action  recover ;  the  judgment  concludes  him.*  So,  where  a 
defendant  in  ejectment,  without  excuse,  fails  to  set  up  a  claim 
for  improvements,  he  cannot  afterwards  come  into  equity  to 
•assert  it.* 


§  242.  A  party  is  estopped  from  raising  any  question  which 
might  have  been  determined  in  a  former  suit  between  the  same 
parties  and  upon  the  same  subject  matter,  provided  he  was  not 
prevented  from  raising  it  in  such  former  suit  by  the  wrongful 
act  of  the  other  party.^     Courts  cannot  decide  matters  by  halves. 


>Rahm  v.  Minnis,  40  Cal.  421; 
Berra  ▼.  Hoffman,  29  La.  Ann.  17; 
Ludeling  v.  Felton.  29  La.  Ann. 
1^19. 

*  Morenhout  v.  Higuera,  82  Cal. 
289;  Benjamin  ▼.  R  R.,  49 Barb.  441; 
Hosev.  AUwein,  91  Ind.  497;  Cook  v. 
Allen.  2  Mass.  403. 

'  Moody  ▼.  Harper,  88  Miss.  599; 
Pope  Y.  Stansbuiy.  2  Bibb,  528;  Mor- 
ten  Y.  Outland,  16  Ohio  8.  888. 

«  United  States  v.  Throckmorton,  98 


U.  S.  65;  Pearce  v.  Oln^,  20  Conn. 
544;  Wierich  v.  De  Zoya,  7  111.  885 
Kent  Y.   Ricards,    8    Md.  Ch.  892 
8mith  Y.   Lowry,  1  Johns.  Ch.  820 
De  Louis  y.  Meek,  2  Gr.  55;  Greene 
Y.   Greene,   2  Gray,   861;   Dixon  v. 
Graham,  16  Iowa,  810;  Cottle  v.  Cole, 
20  Iowa,  482;  Borland  y.  Thornton,  12 
Cal.   440;    Railroad  Co.    v.    Neil,  1 
Wood,  858;  Brooks  y.  O'Hara,  2  Miy 
Crary,  644. 
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If  a  defendant  has  been  before  a  competent  tribunal,  which  has. 
proceeded  to  judgmenty  th^X  decision,  vMil  reversed^  is  ooncla- 
sive  upon  him  in  every  tribunal  having  concurrent  or  other  jur- 
isdiction. It  is  conclusive  upon  him  as  to  every  matter  of  de- 
fense, not  only  presented  but  which  could  have  been  presented 
by  him,  and  it  is  conclusive  upon  him,  although  the  judgment 
be  erroneous,  if  he  acquiesce  in  it  and  does  not  proceed  to  reverse 
it.  It  is  conclusive  upon  him,  because  a  party  whenever  he  is 
brought  into  a  court  is  bound  to  full  diligence,  which,  if  he  uses^ 
he  will  obtain  his  right — if  he  neglects  either  in  putting  in 
proper  pleas,  or  introducing  all  his  evidence  to  support  them,  he 
has  no  one  to  blame  but  himself ;  nor  will  his  neglect  in  one 
court  be  allowed  to  give  him  a  right  to  a  second  trial,  either  in 
that  court  or  another.' 


§  243.  Where  two  or  more  successive  actions  are  identical  a& 
to  the  parties,  the  alleged  cause  of  action,  and  the  relief  de- 
manded; a  judgment  upon  the  merits  in  the  first  action  will  estop- 
any  and  all  parties  from  maintaining  the  subsequent  one.'  This 
rule  applies  in  equity  as  well  as  at  law.*  ^'  The  law  does  not  tol- 
erate a  second  judgment  for  the  same  thing,  between  the  same- 
parties,  whether  the  claim  is  upon  a  contract  or  tort.  The  gen- 
eral rule  is,  that  it  is  against  the  policy  of  the  law  to  permit  a 
plaintiff  to  prosecute  in  a  second  action  for  what  was  included  ia 
and   might  have  been  recovered  in  the  first,  because  it  would 


»  Maxwell  ▼.  Connor,  1  Hill  Ch. 
22 ;  Hand  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  17  8.  C.  219; 
Price  V.  Dewey,  6  Sawyer,  493;  S.  C, 
11  Fed.  R.  104. 

» Tuttle  V.  Harrill,  85  N.  C.  456; 
Smith  V.  Ontario,  18  Blatchf.  454; 
Preble  v.  Supervisors,  8  Biss.  858; 
Cemetery  Co.  v.  People.  92  111.  619; 
Chains  V.  Smith,  25  Eas.  563;  John- 
son V.  Lovelace,  61  Ga.  62;  Mally  v. 
Mally,  52  Iowa,  454;  Jacobson  y.  Mil- 
ler, 41  Micu.  90;  Davis  v.  Bedsole,  69 
Ala.  362;  Timon  v.  Whitehead,  58 
Tex.  290;  Gerardin  v.  Dean,  49  Tex. 
243;  Garner  v.  State,  28  Kas.  790;  Mc- 
Williams  v.  Monell.  28  Hun,  162; 
Hathews  v.   Green,    12   Phila.   841; 


Thompson  v.  Blanchard,  2  Lea,  528;. 
Trescott  v.  Barnes,  51  Iowa,  109; 
Price  V.  Dewey,  6  Sawyer,  493;  Mason. 
V.  Buchfel.  101  U.  8.  688;  Renick  v. 
Ludington,  20  W.  Va.  511;  Goodenow 
V.  Litchlleld,  59  Iowa,  226. 

•  Waring   V.  Lewis,  58  Ala.   615^ 
King  v.  Smith,  15  AJa.  270;  Watts  v. 
Gayle,  20  Ala.  826;  AUman  y.  Owen, 
31  Ala.   167;    Duckworth  y.  Duck- 
worth, 35  Ala.  70;  Otis  v.  Dargan,  58^ 
Ala,  178;  Brooks  v.  Ankenny,  7  Oreg. 
461;  Powers  v.  Bank,  129  Mass.  44;. 
Caldwell  y.  White,  77  Mo.  471 ;  Nor- 
wood v.  Kirby,  70  Ala.  897;  Price  v. 
Dewey,  6  Sawyer,  493;  McWiUiams  r» 
Monell,  23  Hun,  162. 
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harass  the  defendant  and  expose  him  to  doable  costs.  This  is  so 
far  modified  that  when  claims  are  distinct,  though  all  might  have 
been  recovered  in  the  first  action,  it  will  not  bar  a  second  for  one 
which  was  not  demanded  or  proved  in  the  first.  But  where  the 
contract  is  entire,  and  there  is  a  recovery  upon  sach  contract,  the 
party  cannot  maintain  a  second  suit  even  on  clear  proof  that  no 
evidence  was  given  in  the  first  as  to  part  of  the  demand  in  con- 
troversy."* Where  the  action  is  on  one  of  several  distinct  and 
independent  contracts,  the  rule  that  whatever  might  have  been 
litigated  will  be  deemed  to  have  been  litigated,  applies  in  its  full 
force  only  to  the  particular  contract  sued  on.'" 

§  244.  A  judgment  extinguishes  the  demand,  and  if  a  plaint- 
ifi!  bring  two  actions  for  the  same  cause*  a  judgment  in  one  is  a 
bar  in  the  other,  and  is  conclusive  in  any  future  litigation  of  the 
same  question  between  the  parties  and  those  claiming  under  them, 
whether  the  question  arises  either  directly  or  collaterally  in  such 
subsequent  litigation,  provided  the  question  of  estoppel  isbi*onght 
before  the  court  in  the  proper  form  ;  and  it  makes  no  difference 
in  this  respect  that  the  object  of  the  first  suit  was  different  from 
the  second.  A  judgment  against  a  defendant  for  the  amount  of 
a  note  or  claim  for  goods  sold,  etc.,  bars  an  action  for  fraud  in 
obtaining  the  note  or  goods.^  A  demand  which  has  been  passed 
upon  as  a  set-off,  or  by  way  of  defalcation  or  recoupment,  can- 
not be  made  the  subject  of  any  other  cause  of  action.*    It  is  set- 


>  Sykes  y.  Oerbor,  98  Pa.  St.  170; 
Logan  V.  Oaffrey,  80  Pa.  St.  196. 

*  Davis  V.  Brown.  94  U.  8.  428;  Pel- 
ton  V.  Smith,  88  Ind.  149. 

*  White  y.  Steam,  &c,  Co.,  6  Cal. 
462. 

*  Arnold  v.  Kyle,  8  Baxt.  819; 
Caylus  V.  R  R.,  76  N.  Y.  609;  Howell 
y.  Earp,  21  Hun,  93;  Duncham  y. 
Bower,  77  N.  Y.  76;  S.  C,  88  Am.  R. 
670. 

•Dudley  y.  Stiles,  82  Wis.  871; 
Dayis  y.  Oonyerse,  8^  Yt.  503;  Blake 
y.  McCnsick,  10  Minn.  251,;  Smith  y. 
Berry,  87  Me.  298;  Dayis  y.  Milburn, 
4  Iowa,  246;  Sutherlin  y.  Mullis, 
17  Ind.  190;  Sargeant  y.  Fitzpatrick, 


4  Gray,  611;  Taylor  y.  Chambers,  1 
Iowa,  124;  Hudelmeyer  y.  Hughes,  18 
Mo.  87;  Andrews  y.  Varrell,  4A  N.  H. 
17;  McGilyray  y.  Ayeiy.  30  Vt.  588; 
Bank,  &c.  y.  Wheeler,  28  Conn.  438; 
Jones  y.  Richardson,  6  Met.  247;  Naye 
y.  Wilson.  88  Ind.  294;  Baker  y. 
Stinchfleld,  57  Me.  368;  O'Connor 
y.  Varney,  10  Gray,  231;  Bennet  y. 
Smith,  4  Gray,  50;  Eastmure  y.  Laws, 
6  Blng.  N.  C.  444;  Sawyer  y.  Wood- 
bury. 7  Gray.  499;  Kelly  v.  Pike,  5 
Cush.  484;  Sjirgent  y.  Fitzpatiiek, 
4  Gray,  511;  Spnigue  y.  Wait,  19  Pick. 
457;  Simes  y.  Zane,24  Pa.  St.  242;  Rog- 
ers y.  Rogers,  1  Daly,  194;  McLean  v. 
Hugarin,    18  Johns.   184;  Ounsaulis 
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tied  bj  the  judgment  as  conclaBively  when  it  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  allowed,  as  though  there  were  an  ezprees  finding 
against  it.  Where  an  action  was  bronght,  and  a  counter-claim  as 
a  defense  was  brought  by  the  defendant,  but  before  the  final  sub* 
mission  the  defendant  withdrew  the  counterclaim,  and  judgment 
was  rendered  against  the  defendant,  the  defendant  cannot  after- 
ward bring  a  suit  against  the  plaintiff  in  another  court  for  the 
counter-claim.  It  has  become  res  adjvdiGO/ta.  So,  a  vendee 
who  elects  to  set  up  fraud  or  breach  of  warranty  in  mitigation 
of  damages,  or  as  a  bar  to  an  action  for  the  purchase  money,  will 
be  concluded  by  the  judgment,  and  is  estopped  from  afterwards 
bringing  an  action,  on  the  defense  that  he  pleaded  in  the  former 
suit." 

§  245.  An  estoppel  created  by  a  judgment  is  not  limited  to 
facts  admitted  or  proved.  Judgments  turning  exclusively  upon 
questions  of  law  are  equally  conclusive.  It  is  the  judgment 
itself,  whatever  may  be  its  form,  and  without  any  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  question  in  controversy,  that  creates  the  estoppel, 
and  when  the  same  question  is  at  issue  between  the  parties  in  two 
successive  actions,  a  judgment  rendered  for  the  defendant  in  the 
first  is  an  absolute  bar  to  a  recovery  in  the  second,  although 
the  evidence  in  the  second,  had  it  been  given  in  the  first,  would 
have  entitled  the  plaintiff  to  recover,'  and  although  the  subject 
matter  of  the  subsequent  suit  is  different  from  the  first,  when  it 
depends  upon  the  same  question  it  is  equally  conclusive.  Thus, 
where  A.  gave  B.  a  bill  of  sale  of  property,  C.  &  constable  levied 
an  execution  against  A.  upon  the  property,  but  did  not  remove 


V.  CadwaUader,  48  Iowa,  48;  Mason 
Co.  V.  Buchtel,  101 U.  B.  688;  Butler  y. 
Glass  Co..  136  Mass.  513;  Bchmidt  v. 
Zahensdorf,  30  Iowa,  498;  Vincent  v. 
Rogers,  83  Ala.  224;  Inslee  v.  Hamp- 
ton, 18  N.  Y.  Supreme  Ct.  156;  Collins 
V.  Bennett,  46  N.  Y.  490;  McGuinty 
V.  Herrick,  5  Wend.  240;  Mathews  ▼. 
Green.  12Phila.  841;  Barras  v.  Bid  will, 
3  Woods,  5;  Reynolds  v.  Reynolds.  8 
Ohio,  268;  Janney  v.  Smith,  2  Cranch 
C.  C.  499;  Wright  v.  Salisbury.  46 
Mo.  26;  Patrick  v.  Shaffer.  94  N.  Y. 


428 ;  Mller  v.  Ticker,  14  III.  App. 
688;  Worrel  y.  Smith.  6  Col.  141. 

^  Gunsaulis  ▼.  Cadwallader,  48 
la.  48. 

*Bell  ▼.  McCuUough.  81  Ohio  8. 
897;  Nichols  ▼.  Dusenbury,  2  N.  Y. 
286;  Beall  v.  Pearre,  12  Md.  550; 
Burnett  V.  Smith,  4  Gray,  50;  Grant  v. 
Button,  14  Johns.  877;  Newby  v. 
Caldwell.  54  Iowa,  102. 

'  Birckhead  v.  Brown,  5  Sandf. 
184;  Miller  v.  Manice,  6  Hill,  14; 
Parker  v.  Wright,  62  Ind.  898;  Hero- 
man  y.  Louisiana,  84  La.  Ann.  805. 
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it ;  A.  subaequently  converted  it  to  his  own  use,  for  which  con- 
version C.  sued  him  and  obtained  jndgment  that  the  sale  was 
fraudulent  and  void  as  to  the  creditors  of  A.  Hdd^  in  a  subse- 
quent replevin  by  B.  against  C,  that  the  former  judgmeut  was 
conclusive  upon  the  question  of  fraud  in  the  bill  of  sale/  And 
where  a  plaintiff  brought  an  action  against  a  sherifE  for  taking 
certain  personal  property,  which  on  final  hearing  was  determined 
against  the  plaintiff,  after  the  sheriff  had  sold  the  property  the 
plaintiff  brought  an  action  to  recover  the  same  of  the  purchaser 
at  the  sheriff^s  sale,  and  it  was  held  that  the  judgment  in  the 
suit  against  the  sheriff  was  a  bar  to  the  action  against  the  pur- 
chaser.* So,  where  a  sheriff  recovers  a  judgment  for  the  value 
of  goods  levied  on  by  him,  which  he  left  with  a  receiptor,  he  is 
•estopped,  in  an  action  by  the  execution  plaintiff,  from  showing 
that  the  goods  did  not  belong  to  the  judgment  debtor.' 

§  246.  It  is  not  necessary  to  the  conclusiveness  of  the 
former  judgment  that  the  issue  should  have  been  taken  upon  the 
precise  point  controverted  in  the  second  trial ;  it  is  sufficient  if 
it  was  essential  to  the  finding  of  the  former  verdict.*  Thus, 
where  the  parish  of  Islington  was  indicted  and  convicted  for  not 
repairing  a  certain  highway,  and  afterwards  the  parish  of  St. 
Pancras  was  indicted  for  not  repairing  the  same  highway,  on  the 
•ground  that  the  line  dividing  the  two  parishes  ran  along  the  mid- 
dle of  the  road,  it  was  held  that  the  former  record  was  admissi- 
ble and  conclusive  evidence  for  the  defendants  in  the  latter  case 
,  to  show  that  the  road  was  wholly  in  Islington ;  for  the  jury  must 
have  found  that  it  was  so,  in  order  to  find  a  verdict  against  the 


»  Doty  V.  Brown,  4  N.  Y.  71;  White 
T.  Coatsworth,  6  N.  Y.  187;  Castle  v. 
Noyes,  14  N.  Y.  329;  Mayhuc  v.  Snell, 
^  Micb.  805;  Thew  v.  Porcelain  Co., 
8  S.  C.  286;  Belts  v.  Starr,  5  Conn. 
4(58;  Williams  v.  Fitzhugb,  44  Barb. 
821;  Walker  ▼.  Chase,  58  Me.  258; 
Jennison  v.  West  Springfield,  18  Gray, 
544;  Sawyer  v.  Woodbury,  7  Gray, 
M2;  Birckhead  v.  Brown,  5  Sand.  134; 
Spencer  v.  Dearth,  43  Vt.  »8 ;  Trans- 
portation Co.  ▼.  Traube,  69  Mo.  862. 


•  Prentiss  ▼.  Holbrook,  2  Mich. 
872. 

•People  V.   Reeder.  25  N.  Y.  802. 

*  Rex  V.  St.  Pancras,  Peake,  219; 
Cleve  V.  Powell,  1  M.  &  R  228; 
Hitchen  v.  Cambell.  2  Bla.  880;  Jen- 
nison v.  West  Springfield.  13  Gray,594; 
Overseers  v.  Overseers,  78  Pa.  St.  801; 
Cabot  V.  Wa8hington,41  Yt.  68;  Strutt 
V.  Bovington,  5  Esp.  57 ;  Reg.  v. 
Hutchins,  5  Q.  B.  D.  858. 
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defendants/  So  an  adjudication  upon  an  order  that  a  womai^ 
had  a  settlement  in  W.,  is  conclasive  upon  that  town  in  a  snbee- 
qnent  proceeding  for  the  removal  of  the  woman's  bastard  son, 
who  was  a  minor  at  the  time  of  the  adjudication,  and  precludes 
any  inquiry  into  facts  precedent  to  such  adjudication,  as  affecting 
the  question  of  her  settlement.*  But  it  has  been  held  that  the 
record  of  a  judgment  recovered  against  the  owner  of  the  land, 
in  a  suit  by  the  town  authorities  for  obstructing  a  highway,  is  not 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a  public  highway  at  the 
point  in  dispute  in  a  suit,  by  the  same  party,  to  enjoin  such  town 
authorities  from  opening  a  road  over  his  land  at  the  disputed 
point.*  The  propriety  of  this  decision  may  well  be  doubted 
when  it  is  considered  that  there  had  been  several  actions  determ- 
ined between  the  same  parties  in  which  judgment  had  been  ren* 
dered  against  the  owner  of  the  land  for  obstructing  that  highway. 
There  can  be  no  question  but  what  the  owner  was  compelled  to 
set  up  a  defense  which  involved  the  question  as  to  whether  there 
was  a  highway,  and  that  question  having  been  twice  determined 
against  the  same  party  in  favor  of  the  same  plaintifF,  should  have 
been  held  conclusive  in  an  action  between  the  same  parties  upon 
the  question  as  to  there  being  a  highway  at  that  particular  point. 
If  it  was  litigated,  it  might  have  been  in  the  former  action^ 
and  was  a  legitimate  matter  of  defense.  A  judgment  is  evi- 
dence against  other  parties,  whenever  the  matter  in  dispute  is  a 
question  of  public  right,  and  all  persons  standing  in  the  same 
situation  are  affected  by  it,  and  it  is  evidence  to  support  or  defeat 
the  right  claimed.  Thus  a  verdict  finding  a  prescriptive  right 
of  ty thing,  the  right  of  a  city  to  toll,*  the  right  of  election  of  a 
church  warden,*  a  customary  right  of  common,  liability  of  a  par- 
ish to  repair  a  particular  road,*  a  public  right  of  way,'  or  the  like, 
is  evidence  for  or  against  the  custom  or  right :  though  neither  of 
the  litigating  parties  are  named  in  or  claimed  under  those  who 
are  parties  to  the  record. 

§  247.  The  estoppel  of  a  judgment  extends  beyond   what 
appears  on  its  face ;  it  includes  every  allegation  made  by  the 

>  Westmoreland  v.  Conemaugh,  84  *  London  y.  Clarke,  Carth.  181. 

Pa.  St.  281.  »  Barry  ▼.  Banner,  Peake  N.  P.  16(V 

•  Cabot  y.  Washington,  41  Vt.  168.  •  Rex  v.  St.  Pancras,  Carth.  181. 

*  Kclntyro  v.  Storey,  80  111.  127.  ^  Reed  v.  Jackson,  1  East,  855. 
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plaintifi  and  denied  bj  the  defendant ;  it  extends  to  every  fact 
in  issne  between  the  parties  that  was  adjudicated  in  the  action  ;^ 
and  while  it  not  only  proves  and  establishes  the  case  of  the  sue- 
cessf al  party,  it  denies  and  refutes  that  of  the  other ;  and  on  this 
principle  a  judgment  in  one  action  on  a  mortgage  conclusively 
establishes  the  debt  for  which  it  is  given  is  justly  due.*  So,  a 
judgment  for  the  plaintifl  on  a  contract  ifr  conclusive,  not  only 
that  the  plaintiff  shall  recover  the  amount  awarded  by  the  jury 
as  damages  or  compensation,  but  that  he  has  done  every  act  and 
performed  all  the  stipulations  that  were  conditions  precedent  to 
the  right  to  maintain  the  action ;  and  the  defendant  is  estopped 
from  afterwards  alleging  that  the  plaintifE  has  failed  to  do  what 
the  judgment  has  formally,  declared  he  has  done.*  A  judgment 
for  the  plaintifE  in  an  action  of  unlawful  detainer  is  conclusive 
as  to  the  existence  of  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  between  the 
parties,  and  as  to  the  defendant's  wrongful  holding  over ;  and  tbes-^ 
issues  cannot  be  again  tried  under  color  of  a  suit  in  chancery/ 
So,  a  master  who  fails  in  an  action  for  negligence  against  hia 
servant,  cannot,  in  a  subsequent  action  by  the  servant  for  wages, 
avail  himself  of  the  negligence  as  a  defense  to  the  action,  the 
former  judgment  having  disposed  of  that  question.  So,  a  serv- 
ant'wrongfully  discharged  may  sue  for  breacli  of  contract  or  for 
wages  earned,  and  in  the  former  case  a  recovery  equal  to  the 
amount  of  wages  up  to  the  time  of  the  action  bars  any  further 
action.*  A  judgment  against  two  or  more  defendants  jointly  is 
an  entirety,  and  neither  party  can  take  any  advantage  of  it  with- 
out affecting  all ;  it  cannot  be  void  in  part  and  good  in  part ;  it 
must  be  either  entirely  void  or  not  at  all,  and  if  reversed  as  to 
one  must  be  as  to  all.'  Where  a  motion  to  set  aside  a  verdict  is 
overruled,  and  judgment  is  entered  on  the  verdict,  a  similar 
motion  in  the  same  suit  between  the  same  parties  or  their  priviea 


>  Richard  v.  Crawford,  48  Iowa; 
Outnun  v.  Morewooil^S East.846;  Stev- 
ens V.  Hughes,  81  Pa.  St.  881;  Hag- 
gorty  ▼.  Burr,  22  Iowa,  219;  People 
T.  San  Francisco,  27  Cal.  655;  Hero- 
Bian  v.  Louisiana,  84  La.  Ann.  805. 

*  Burke  v.  Miller,  4  Gray,  224;  Bos- 
ton ▼.  Haynes,  83  Col.  81. 

*  Green  ▼.   Clark,    12  N.   Y.  848; 


Rosa  v.  Weber,  26  HI.  221;  Davis  v. 
Talcott,  12  N.  Y.  184;  Stevens  v. 
MiUer,  18  Gray,  888. 

*  Norwood  V.   Kirby,  70  Ala.   897. 

*  Richardson  v.  Madiine  Works,  78^ 
Ind.  422;  S.  C,  41  Am.  R.  684. 

*  Buffln  V.  Ramsdell.  55  Me.  262p 
Paige  V.  £sty,  54  Me.  819. 
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in  estate,  to  set  aside  a  verdict  settling  the  sarae  question  in  tho 
4»anio  way,  cannot  be  heard.  The  jadgment  is  conclusive  on  the 
parties  and  their  privies  in  estate ;  the  matter  in  litigation,  having 
-passed  in  rem  JudicattMn,  is  finally  settled,  and  is  conclusive  when 
arising  in  a  subsequent  proceeding,  though  before  a  different  tri- 
bunal. But  where  points  come  collaterally  or  incidentally  under 
<:onsideration,  or  can  only  be  argumentatively  inferred  from  the 
decree,  the  rule  does  not  apply  ;*  and  where  a  bill  is  filed  in  a 
United  States  court  during  the  pendency  of  a  suit  in  another 
action  in  a  State  court,  against  both  the  parties  to  the  bill,  to 
•enforce  a  claim  to  the  same  premises,  it  was  held,  that  as  the 
parties,  the  objects  and  the  equities  were  different,  and  the  relief 
prayed  for  involved  a  different  decree,  the  suit  in  the  State 
court  constituted  no  bar  to  the  bill.  But  where  the  validity  of 
■a  patent  has  been  in  part  sustained  in  one  Federal  circuit,  and 
suit  is  brought  in  another  circuit  for  infringement,  by  a  party 
who  has  contributed  to  the  payment  of  the  counsel  who  had 
defended  the  first  suit,  the  defendant  will  be  estopped  by  the 
adjudication  in  the  circuit  where  the  other  action  is  pending,  and 
no  decree  will  be  entered  in  any  other  circuit  until  the  condn- 
«ion  of  the  htigation  in  such  other  circuit.* 

§  248.  A  decree  of  the  United  States  court  giving  a  discharge 
in  bankruptcy  under  the  act  of  Congress  establishing  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States,  is  conclu- 
sive, unless  the  certificate  has  been  impeached  for  fraud,  or  the 
debt  is  one  of  the  fiduciary  class,  which  is  saved  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act.  So,  a  decree  showing  an  absolute  discharge, 
that  the  bankrupt  was  authorized  to  receive  it,  is  as  conclusive  as 
the  certificate  itself.  A  judgment  of  a  court  of  general  jurisdic- 
tion in  a  case  requiring  ordinary  adversary  proceedings,  where  it 
has  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  and  of  the  person,  is  not 
void,  and  can  not  be  attacked  collaterally  for  fraud  or  irregular- 
ity in  the  proceedings  in  which  it  was  obtained  The  United 
States  District  Court,  sitting  in  bankruptcy,  is  such  a  court.  A 
discharge  in  bankruptcy  can  not  bo  impeached  collaterally  in 
any  State  court  for  fraud  or  irregularities  in  obtaining  the  same. 

»  Ridgley  v.  StiUwell,  37  Mo.  128;         »  Miller  v.  Tobacco  Co..  2  McCraiy 
Ante,  Ch.  III.  C.  C.  375. 
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The  remedy  for  frand  and  other  irregQiarities  in  obtaining  faia 
discharge  by  a  bankmpt  mast  be  sought  by  an  application  to  the 
conrt  in  which  the  proceedings  were  had,  to  set  the  same  aside, 
which  said  court  may  do  under  the  bankrupt  act/  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Federal  courts  under  national  bankrupt  laws  is  exclu* 
sive;  the  proceedings  of  such  courts  come  within  the  rule  applied 
to  judgments  of  courts  of  exclusive  jurisdiction.  When  such  court  • 
grants  a  discharge  to  a  bankrupt  (where  it  has  jurisdiction),  no 
other  court,  except  one  with  authority  to  review  its  decisions, 
can  in  any  way  or  for  any  cause  declare  such  discharge  invalid. 
The  proceeding  is  in  the  natui^  of  a  judgment  in  rem,  all  the 
world  are  and  become  parties  to  it  by  the  publication  of  the 
required  notice.  The  only  tribunal  that  can  afford  any  relief  is 
the  court  in  which  the  discharge  was  granted. ' 


*  Morris  v.  Creed,  11  Heisk.  155; 
Bmith  V.  Kinney,  6-  Neb.  447;  Smith 
▼.  Engle,  44  la.  265;  Miller  v.  Chan 
dler,  29  La.  Ann.  88;  Seymour  v. 
Street,  5  Neb.  85 ;  Smith  v.  Ramsey, 
37  Ohio  S.  889;  Rayl  v.  Lapham,  27 
Ohio  8.  452:  Thornton  v.  Hogan,  68 
Mo.  148;  Milhous  y.  Aircardi,  51  Ala. 
594;  Rowland  v.  Carson,  28  Obio  S. 
625;  Livermore  v.  Swasey,  7  Mass. 
218;  Sheldon  ▼.  Newton.  8  Ohio  8. 
498;  Goodrich  v.  Jenkins,  6  Ohio, 
43;  Anderson  y.  Anderson,  8  Ohio, 
110;  Voorhees  y.  Bank,  10  Pet.  449; 
Wright  y.  Watkins,  2  Greene  (la.)  547; 
Brown  y.  Causey,  56  Tex.  340;  Black 
V.  Blazo,  117  Mass.  17;  Wiley  y. 
Paney,  61  Ind.  457;  Thomas  y.  Jones, 
80  Wis.  124;  Benedict  y.  Smitb,  48 
Mich.  598;  Blair  y.  Hanna,  87  Ind. 
208;  Marshall  y.  Sumner,  59  N.  H. 
218;  S.  C.,47Am.  R  294. 

«  Sbawhan  y.  Wher«tt,  7  How.  627; 
Corey  v.  Kipley,  57  Me.  69;  White- 
head y  Mallory,  4  Gray.  184;  Dela- 
fleld  y.  Freeman,  6  Bing.  294;  Grant 
V.  Lyman,  4  Met.  472;  Gkryis  y. 
Canal  C-o.,  5  M.  &  S.  78;  Voorhees  y. 
Bank,  10  Peters,  449;  Hunt  y.  Ins. 
Co.,  55  Me.  290;  Rankin  y.  Goddard, 


55  Me.  889;  Nash  y.  Church,  10  Wis. 
812;  Kaney  Canal  Co.,  15  Wis.  179; 
Dudley  y.  Mayhew,  8  N.  Y.  10;  Mil- 
lar y.  Taylor,  4  Burr.  2805;  Bank  y. 
Olcott,  46  N.  Y.  12;  Linn  y.  Hamil- 
ton.  84  N.  J.  L.  805;  Wayy.  Howe,  108 
Mass.  502;  Gates  y.  Parish,  47  Ala. 
157;  Parker  y.  Atwood,  52  N.  H.  181; 
Dusenbury  y.  Hoyt,  53  N.  Y.  521; 
Allstown  y.  Robinett,  9  B.  R.  74; 
Archebrown,  in  re,  7  Ch.  L.  N.  99; 
Lamb  y.  Brown,  7  Ch.  L.  N.  863; 
Burnside  y.  Bi4gham,  8  Met.  75; 
Needham,  in  re,  1  Low.  809;  Burpee 
y.  Sparhawk,  108  Mass.  Ill;  Steycns 
y.  Bank,  101  Mass.  110;  Symonds  y. 
Barnes,  59  Me.  191;  Mitchell  y.  Sin- 
gletaiy,  19  Ohio,  291;  Fox  y.  Paine, 
10  Ala.  523;  Payne  y.  Able,  7  Bush, 
844;  Brown  y.  Rebb,  1  Rich.  L.  874; 
RandaU  y.  Sutton.  2  Houst.  510;  Hub- 
bell  y.  Cramp.  11  Paige,  310;  R.  R 
Co.  y.  R.  R.  Co  ,  20  Wis.  165;  Brig- 
ham  y.  Claflin.  81  Wis.  607;  Bryant  v. 
Small,  85  Wis.  205;  Henncssee  y. 
Mills,  57  Tenn.  88;  Bailey  y.  Car- 
nithers,  71  Me.  172;  Benedict  y. 
Smith,  48  Mich.  598;  Bank  y.  Olcott, 
46  N.  Y.  12;  Blair  y.  Hanna,  87  Ind. 
298. 
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§  249.  An  adjadication  in  bankruptcy  finally  and  conclu- 
eively  settles  all  matters  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
bankropt's  estate.'  A  discharge  in  bankruptcy  is  a  complete  bar 
to  any  suit  bronght  against  a  bankmpt  in  a  State  court  to  enforce 
a  debt  which  has  been  extinguished  by  that  discharge'  (provided 
it  is  so  pleaded).  But  whore  the  discharge  is  obtained  after  the 
rendition  of  a  judgment  against  the  bankrupt,  and  lie  has  no 
opportunity  to  plead  it,  the  defense  is  available  upon  a  motion 
for  leave  to  issue  execution  on  such  judgment  when  it  becomes 
dormant.*  Such  a  discharge  is  a  bar  to  the  claims  of  alien  cred- 
itors suing  in  the  courts  of  this  country,  in  like  manner  as  though 
they  were  citizens  thereof.^  It  has  a  like  effect  as  any  judgment 
in  rerjiy  in  a  prize  or  admiralty  cause ;  it  binds  the  whole  world. 
Where  specifications  of  opposition  to  a  discharge,  filed  by  cer- 
tain creditors,  were  pending  in  court  for  a  year,  then  withdrawn, 
and  the  bankrupt  discharged,  a  creditor,  who  was  represented  in 
the  bankruptcy  proceedings  by  the  same  solicitor  who  acted  for 
the  objecting  creditors,  will  not  be  heard  to  assert  personal  igno- 
rance before  the  granting  of  the  discharge  of  the  matters  con- 
tained in  said  specifications,  nor  permitted  to  set  them  up  as 
grounds  for  avoiding  the  discharge.* 

§  250.  An  adjudication  in  bankruptcy  does  not  divest  the 
State  court  of  its  jurisdiction  of  a  pending  suit.  The  bankrupt 
may  have  the  proceedings  stayed  until  his  discharge  is  granted, 
when  he  may  plead  the  same.  If  he  does  not,  and  allows  judg- 
ment to  go  against  him,  the  judgment  will  bind  him,  notwith- 
standing his  discharge  thereafter.*    So,  a  verdict  and  judgment 

>  Blair  V.  Hanna,  87  Ind.  299;  Wilev  EUis,  78  K  O.  298;  Withers  y.  Stin- 

y.  Favey,  61  Ind.  457;  Black  v.  Blazo,  son.  79  N.  0.  841;  Wilson  ▼.  Kelly,  16 

117  Mass.  17;  Smith  v.  Ramsey,  27  8.0.  216;  Eberhardt  v.  Wood.  6  Lea,  » 

Ohio  St  889;  Burpee  v.  Sparhawk.  467;  Dow  y.  Davis,  78  Me.  288;  bat 

108  Mass.  111.  only  in  favor  of  the  bankrupt ;  Dewey 

« Miller  v.   Chandler,  29  La.  t  Ann,  v.  Moyer,   18  B.  R  114;  Bowen  v. 

88;  Dawson  v.   Hartsfleld,   70  N.  0.  Eichel,  91  Ind.  22;  8.  C,  46  Am.  IL 

334;  Haskins  v.   Wall.  77  N.  0.  219  ;  574. 

Poillon  V.  Lawrence,  48  N.  Y.  Sup.         »  Sanderson  v.  Daily,  88  N.  0.  67 
885;  Pease  v.  Bennett,  17  N.  H.  124;         *  Ruiz  v.  Eckerman,  2  McCrary  0. 
Humble  v.  Carson,  6  B.  R  84;  Wil-  '  C.  259. 

liams  V.  Atkinson.  87  Tex.  16;  Flan-         *  Douglass,  in  re,  11  F.  R  408. 
nagan  v.  Cary,  87  Tex.  67;  Blum  v.         *  Boynton   v.  BaU,    106  111.  680  • 
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for  the  defendant  in  an  action  on  a  contract,  on  the  pica  that  he 
had  been  discharged  as  an  insolvent  debtor,  will  estop  the  plaint- 
iff from  disputing  the  discharge  in  an  action  on  a  contract 
between  the  same  parties/  The  act  of  Congress  in  relation  to 
anthentication  of  records  does  not  relate  to  proceedings  in  Fed- 
eral courts.  A  certificate  of  discharge  in  bankruptcy,  signed  by 
the  judge  and  attested  by  the  clerk,  under  the  seal  of  the  court, 
is  not  only  suflSciently  authenticated,  but  is  precisely  the  means 
by  which  the  bankrupt  is  to  prove  and  to  have  the  benefit  of  his 
discharge.'  So  the  appointment  of  a  provisional  assignee  in 
bankruptcy  cannot  be  collaterally  assailed.*  A  person  who  is 
a  party  to  composition  proceedings  in  a  Federal  bankrupt 
<;ourt,  who  might  have  set  aside  the  proceedings  in  that  court 
cannot  impeach  the  judgment  collaterally  in  an  action  in  the 
State  court.*  But  where  a  United  States  court  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  application  for  a  discharge,  such  discharge  is  no 
defense  to  a  creditor's  suit  in  a  State  court.*  Where  a  collateral 
attack  is  made  to  a  discharge  on  the  ground  that  notice  was  not 
given  to  a  creditor,  the  presumption  will  be  that  notice  by 
publication  was  duly  given,  that  being  a  necessary  and  regular 
step  in  the  cause.  The  doctrine  applicable  in  cases  where  a  court 
has  jurisdiction,  applies  :  "  that  no  matter  how  irregular  the  pro- 
ceedings may  have  been,  they  are  not  subject  to  a  collateral 
attack,"  and  the  discharge  is  conclusive.  It  is  held  that  only  a 
willful  and  fraudulent  omission  to  include  a  creditor's  claim  or 
demand  in  the  petitioning  debtor's  schedules  will  avoid  the  dis- 
charge.* In  such  case  a  debtor  will  be  estopped  pleading  in  bar, 
in  a  suit  in  a  State  court,  a  discharge  obtained  pendente  lite^ 


'Steadman  y.  Lee,  61  Qa.  69;  Everts  v. 
Hyde,  61  Vt.  102;  Hersey  v.  Jones, 
128  Mass.  472;  Miller  y.  Clements,  64 
Tex.  851;  8.  C,  49  Tex.  16;  8.  C,  42 
Tex.  1;  Bradford  y.  Rice,  102  Mass. 
478;  SampeoD  v.  Clark,  2  Cush.  178; 
Woodbury  y.  Perkins,  6  Cush.  86; 
Holden  v.  8herwood,  94111.  92;  Mans- 
field, in  re,  6N.  BR 803. 

*  Merriam  v.  Whittemore,  6  Gray, 
816. 

•  Miller  y.  Chandler,  17   N.  B.  R. 
261. 


*  Raymond  y.  Morrison,  69  Iowa, 
871. 

*  Way  y.  Howe,  108  Mass.  60;  Bur- 
I)ee  y.  Sparbawk,  108 Mass.  Ill;  Black 
y.  Blazo,  117  Mass.  17;  Bank  y.  Car- 
penter,  129  Mass.  1 ;  Hersey  y.  Jones, 

128  Mass.  478  ;  Lewis  y.  Leonard,  ff 
Ex.  D.  166;  Wadsworth  v.  Pickles, 
6  Q.  B.  D.  470;  Parwell  v.  Raddin, 

129  Mass.  7  ;  Powers  y.  Bank,  129 
Mass.  44. 

'  Hennessee  y.  Mills,  67  Tenn.  88^ 

*  Jones  y.  Knox,  61  Ala.  867. 
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where  he  fraudulently  concealed  from  his  creditor  the  pendency 
of  the  bankrupt  proceedings  until  after  discharge  granted,  and 
the  creditor  had  no  other  notice  of  the  pendency  of  the  proceed- 
ings.' 

§  251.  Where  a  plaintiflE  can  recover  prospective  or  general 
damages,  the  defendant  cannot  be  vexed  in  a  subsequent  action* 
If  a  party  can,  or  is  entitled  to  recover  damages  for  all  injuries 
which  had  occurred  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
but  also  for  all  injuries  which  may  thereafter  accrue,  the  first 
recovery  will  be  a  bar  to  any  future  action  from  the  same  cause.* 
Thns,  a  judgment  against  a  railroad  company,  for  damages  not 
limited  to  those  actually  suffered  at  the  date  of  the  writ,  for 
locating  and  constructing  their  road  on  the  bank  of  a  river,  so  as 
to  divert  its  coorse  and  cause  it  to  wash  away  the  plaintiff's  land^ 
is  a  bar  to  a  like  action  for  the  subsequent  damages  arising  from 
the  same  cause.*  A  proceeding  by  which  the  owner  of  a  dam 
has  acquired  a  license  to  raise  the  same  (under  a  statutory  pro- 
vision), may  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  an  action  for  damages  for 
in  juries  subsequently  arising  from  the  raising  of  the  dam,  although 
the  jury  allowed  no  damages  in  the  proceeding  under  which  the 
license  was  obtained.*  So,  a  recovery  of  damages  for  a  breach  of 
contract  to  employ  is  a  bar  to  future  actions  for  wages.*  A  defen- 
dant having  once  responded  in  damages  for  the  negligent  act, 
which  is  the  foundation  of  the  plaintiff's  action,  all  liability  for 
such  act  has  been  extinguished,  and  compensation  therefor  can- 
not be  exacted  a  second  time.'  So,  where  a  license  is  pleaded  in 
an  action  brought  for  the  erection  of  a  nuisance,  and  found  for 


» Batchelder  v.  Low,  8  N.  B.  R 
571. 

'  Whitehuret  v.  Rogers,  88  Md.  508; 
Pelter  v.  Beal.  1  Ld.  Raymd.  839; 
Caldwell  v.  Murphy,  1  Duer,  288; 
Blount  V.  McOormick,  8  Denio,  288; 
Trask  v.  Hartford,  &c.  Co.,  2  Allen, 
881;  Strodghill  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  68  Iowa, 
841;  Gas  Co.  v.  Howell,  92  111.  19; 
Kerr  ▼.  Simons,  9  Mo.  App.  876. 

'Powle  V.  New  Haven,  &c.,  107 
Mass.  852. 

*  Watson  V.  Van  Meter,  48  Iowa,76. 

•Thompson  v.   Wood.  1  Hilt.  98; 


Wiseman  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Hill,  300;^ 
Routledge  y.  Hislop,  2  £.  &  B.  649. 

•Fetter  v.  Beale,  1  Ld.  Raymd. 
889;  Bonomi  t.  Backhouse,  27  L.  J. 
Q.  B.  890;  Dibble  v.  R  R.  Co.,  28 
Barb.  188;  Hodsoll  v.  Stollebras,  11 
A.  &E.  301;  Whitney  V.Clarendon.  18 
Vt.  252;  Read  v.  R.  R.  Co..  L.  R.  8 
Q.  B.  555;  Filer  ▼.  R.  R.  Co..  49  N. 
Y.  42;  Curtis  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  Y. 
684;  Drew  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  28  N.  Y.  49; 
McGovern  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  67  N.  Y.  417; 
Littlewood  v.  Mayor,  89  N.  Y.  24;. 
8.  C,  42  Am.  R.  271. 
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the  plaintiff,  the  defendant  is  estopped  from  setting  up  the  same 
defense  in  a  subsequent  suit  for  the  continuance  of  the  nuisance^ 
and  the  only  question  for  the  jury  is,  whether  the  state  of  things 
remain  the  same  or  not.'  Where  the  injury  is  of  a  continuing 
nature,  the  bringing  of  an  action,  and  the  recovery  of  damages, 
for  the  perpetration  of  the  original  wrong,  does  not  prevent  the 
injured  party  from  bringing  a  fresh  action  for  the  continuance  of 
the  injury.  Thus,  if  a  building  has  been  wrongfully  erected 
upon  the  plaintiff's  land,  and  he  has  brought  an  action  and  recov- 
ered damages  for  the  trespass,  he  is  not  thereby  estopped  from 
bringing  a  new  action  and  recovering  additional  damages  for  the 
continuance  of  the  erection.  So,  if  the  defendant  has  thrown  a 
heap  of  stones  on  the  land  of  the  plaintiff,  and  leaves  them  there, 
the  defendant  is  responsible  in  trespass  from  day  to  day  until 
they  are  removed.*  The  doctrine  is,  that  where  the  injury  is  of 
a  permanent  character  and  goes  to  the  entire  value  of  the  estate, 
the  whole  injury  is  suffered  at  once,  and  no  other  action  can  be 
maintained  for  the  continuance  of  the  injury.  But  where  the 
wrong  does  not  involve  the  entire  destruction  of  the  estate  or  its 
beneficial  use,  but  may  be  apportioned  from  time  to  time,  sepa- 
rate actions  must  be  brought,  and  a  former  suit  will  be  no  bar  for 
damages  suffered  subsequently  to  the  institution  of  that  suit. 

§  252.  The  rule  that  estoppels  must  be  certain  to  every  intent, 
and  precise  and  clear,  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  estoppels  by 
record  and  judicial  proceedings ;  and  for  this  reason  the  record  of 
a  judgment  must  show  with  some  degree  of  certainty  the  precise 
points  determined,  and  not  from  inference  or  argument;  and 
where  it  gives  no  indications  at  all  of  what  particular  matters 
were  adjudicated,  it  leaves  the  question  unsettled,  and  is  not 
available  either  as  an  estoppel  or  anything  else,'  but  merely  evi- 
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dence  of  its  own  existeDce.  The  couclusive  effect  of  a  judicial 
decision  cannot  be  extended  bj  argument  or  implication  to  mat- 
ters which  were  not  determined/  An  estoppel  by  judgment  is 
never  inferred  unless  the  basis  on  which  it  rests  is  snch  as  to  lead 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole  subject  was  litigated  and  adjudi- 
cated. Evidence  aliunde  to  explain  a  record  is  therefore  admis- 
sible, and  often  becomes  a  necessity.  Whether  any  matters  have 
been  tried  between  the  same  parties  is  a  fact  depending  partly  on 
parol  testimony  and  partly  on  the  record.  Thus,  a  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff  on  a  petition  containing  several  counts,  is  not  con- 
clusive of  the  existence  or  validity  of  the  contract  set  forth  in 
the  special  count.'  In  a  case'  in  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  Justice  Nelson,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
said :  ^'  The  court,  when  the  case  came  up  on  error,  agreed  that 
the  record  was  properly  admitted  as  evidence  of  the  former  trial 
between  the  parties,  but  held  that  the  pleadings,  verdict  and  judg- 
ment did  not  furnish  the  necessary  proof,  to  show  that  the  con- 
tract in  controversy  in  the  suit  then  on  trial  had  been  before 
agitated,  and  conclusively  adjudicated  in  the  former  trial  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiffs ;  that  the  verdict  had  been  rendered  upon 
the  entire  declaration,  and  without  special  reference  to  the  first 
count."  The  record,  with  the  pleadings  and  verdict,  furnished 
evidence  that  the  same  matters  might  have  been  litigated  on  that 
trial,  and  afforded  ground  for  the  introduction  of  extrinsic  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  same  contract  had  been  in  contest  before 
the  court,  and  had  been  referred  to  the  jury,  but  nothing  more. 
For  this  reason  the  judgment  was  reversed  and  a  new  trial  ordered. 
Taking  this  view  of  the  application  and  effect  of  the  record  of 
the  former  trial,  the  plaintiffs  introduced  extrinsic  evidence,  and 
have  endeavored  to  prove  the  necessary  facts  which,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  record,  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  same 
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<:ODtract  was  in  controversy  in  the  former  suit,  and  had  been  con- 
ijlasively  adjudged  in  their  favor.  But  this  extrinsic  evidence 
was  open  to  be  controverted  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  as 
the  record  itself  did  not  furnish  evidence  of  the  finding  of  the 
existence  or  vah'dity  of  the  contract  in  the  former  suit,  and  hence 
extrinsic  proof  was  required ;  to  this  effect  it  was  of  course  com- 
petent for  the  defendants  to  deny  and  disprove  both,  as  in  so 
doing  they  did  not  impeach  the  record,  but  only  sought  to  dis- 
prove tlie  evidence  introduced  by  the  plaintiffs.  The  declaration 
in  the  former  suit  contained  four  counts,  to  which  the  general 
issue  was  pleaded,  and  a  general  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs.  The 
"first  and  fourth  counts  set  up  two  different  special  contracts 
relating  to  the  same  subject-matter,  and  which  constituted  the 
cause  of  action  between  the  parties.  Uow,  the  extrinsic  evidence 
furnished  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs  as  to  the  former  trial  and 
Ihe  grounds  of  proceeding  therein,  tended  to  prove  either  count, 
and  was  sulficient  to  have  justified  the  jury  in  finding  either  con- 
tract. These  contracts,  as  thus  set  forth,  were  identical,  with  the 
exception  of  the  agreement  to  settle  the  proportion  of  fuel  saved 
by  an  experiment.  The  jury,  therefore,  might  have  found  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiffs  on  the  contract  as  set  forth  in  the  fourth 
count,  even  if  they  disbelieved  the  proof  of  the  agreement  as  to 
the  mode  of  settling  the  proportion  of  fuel  saved.  As  we  under- 
stand the  rule  in  respect  to  the  conclusiveness  of  the  verdict  and 
judgment  in  a  former  trial  between  the  same  parties;  when  the 
judgment  is  used  in  pleading  as  a  technical  estoppel,  or  is  relied 
on  by  way  of  evidence  as  conclusive  j?er««,  it  must  appear  by  the 
record  of  the  prior  suit  that  the  particular  controversy  sought  to 
be  concluded  was  necessarily  tried  and  determined — that  is,  if 
the  record  of  the  former  trial  shows  that  the  verdict  could  not 
have  been  rendered  without  deciding  the  particular  matter,  it  will 
be  considered  us  having  settled  that  matter  as  to  all  future' actions 
between  the  parties ;  and  further,  in  cases  where  the  record  does 
not  show  that  the  matter  was  necessarily  and  directly  found  by 
the  jury,  evidence  aliundsy  consistent  with  the  record,  may  be 
received  to  prove  the  fact ;  but  even  where  it  appears  from 
extrinsic  evidence  that  the  matter  was  properly  within  the  issue 
controverted  in  the  former  suit,  if  it  be  not  shown  that  the  ver* 
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diet  and  jadgment  necesBarilj  involved  its  consideration  and 
determination,  it  will  not  be  concladed.* 

Thus,  in  a  case  which  was  an  action  at  law  for  damages  for 
the  infringement  of  a  patent  for  an  alleged  new  and  useful 
improvement  in  the  preparation  of  leather,  which  patent  con- 
tained two  claims — one  for  the  use  of  fat  liquor  generally  in  the 
treatment  of  leather,  and  the  other  for  a  process  of  treating  bark- 
tanned  lamb  or  sheepskin,  by  means  of  a  compound  composed 
and  applied  in  a  particular  manner — the  declaration  alleged,  as 
the  infringement  complained  of,  that  the  defendants  had  made 
and  used  the  invention,  and  caused  others  to  make  and  use  it, 
without  averring  whether  such  infringement  consisted  in  the 
simple  use  of  fat  liquor  in  the  treatment  of  leather  or  in  the  use 
of  the  process  specified.  The  court  held  that  the  judgment 
recovered  in  the  action  does  not  estop  the  defendant,  in  a  suit  in 
equity  by  the  same  plajntiff,  for  an  injunction  and  an  accountings 
for  gains  and  profits,  from  contesting  the  jralidity  of  the  patent^ 
it  not  appearing  by  the  record,  and  not  being  shown  by  extrin- 
sic evidence,  upon  which  claim  the  recovery  was  had.  The  valid- 
ity of  the  patent  was  not  necessarily  involved,  except  with, 
respect  to  the  claim  which  was  the  basis  of  the  recovery ;  a  pat- 
ent may  be  valid  as  to  a  single  claim,  and  invalid  as  to  the 
others.  If  upon  the  face  of  a  record  anything  is  left  to  conjec- 
ture as  to  what  was  necessarily  involved  and  decided,  there  is  uo 
estoppel  in  it  when  pleaded,  and  nothing  conclusive  in  it  when 
offered  as  evidence.*  The  evidence  should  be  confined  to  the 
points  in  controversy  on  the  former  trial,  to  the  testimony  given 
by  the  parties,  and  to  the  questions  submitted  to  the  jury  for 
their  consideration,  and  then  the  record  furnishes  the  only  pro- 
per proof  of  the  verdict." 

§  253.  A  verdict  and  judgment  for  the  defendant  in  trover 
or  trespass  de  bonis  asportatis,  cannot  be  pleaded  as  an  estoppel 
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in  a  Babeequent  action  for  the  same  goods,  with  the  aid  of  pro- 
per allegations,  for  the  reason  that  the  jury  may  have  been  of 
the  opinion  that  the  defendant  did  not  take  the  goods,  not  that 
they  did  not  belong  to  the  plaintlflF.'  So  in  an  action  for 
replevin,  where  a  plaintiff  took  several  chattels  from  the  posses- 
sion of  the  defendant,  and  recovered  final  judgment  for  part  of 
them  only,  on  a  trial  in  which  the  whole  was  contested.  In  a 
subsequent  action  of  replevin  brought  to  regain  possession  of  the 
residue  of  the  chattels  by  iiim  from  whose  possession  they  had 
been  so  taken,  he  cannot  be  permitted  to  allege  title  and  prove  it 
by  the  same  evidence  by  which  he  endeavored  to  prove  title  to 
the  same  property  on  a  former  trial  and  failed.  The  effect  of  a 
Terdict,  where  the  answer  put  in  issue  the  allegations' of  the  com- 
plaint, is  not  necessarily  conclusive  that  the  plaintiff  has  no  title 
to  the  property,  for  the  reason  that  it  may  have  been  found  that 
the  plaintiff  did  not  wrongfully  detain.  Its  effect,  therefore, 
-depends  upon  extrinsic  evidence ;  but  where  the  property  was 
taken  from  the  defendant's  possession,  and  it  is  proved  that  the 
title  was  in  fact  in  question,  and  the  subject  of  the  contest  on  the 
former  trial,  the  verdict  therein  is  conclusive,  where  no  new 
right  has  been  since  acquired.*  A  judgment  in  a  replevin  suit 
is  a  bar  to'  an  action  of  trespass,  for  the  taking  the  same  goods, 
the  original  cause  of  action  being  merged  in  the  judgment.  Such 
merger  is  not  merely  of  the  part  brought  directly  in  question  in 
the  suit  in  which  the  first  judgment  is  recovered,  but  of  the 
entire  cause  of  action,  regardless  of  the  question  whether  or  not 
the  party  suing  had  recovered  all  which  he  had  the  election  to 
bring,'  and  is  conclusive  as  to  the  ownership  in  an  action  between 
the  same  parties  to  recover  the  value  of  the  goods.*  Issues  tried 
and  determined  in  a  replevin  suit  cannot  be  again  presented  in 
an  action  on  the  replevin  bond.*    If  the  right  of  property  has 
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been  tried,  it  becomes  res  Judicata.    So  where  the  qaestion  of 
title  to  the  property  is  passed  upon,  and  a  judgment  is  rendered 
against  the  plaintiff,  such  judgment  bars  an  action  against  tho 
ofScer  for  the  same  property/  and  where  the  action  is  in  his^ 
favor  the  defendant  can  not  maintain  an  action  for  a  wrongful 
taking.'    Where  the  title  to  the  property  is  put  in  issue  and  the 
defendant  proves  his  right  to  it,  and  the  court  renders  judgment 
determining  the  whole  controversy,  such  adjudication  is  couclusiva 
as  to  all  the  issues  involved,  especially  if  the  plaintiff  has  not 
acquired  any  title  since  the  former  action.'    If  the  question  at 
issue  is  the  mere  right  of  possession,  and  the  court  orders  a  retura 
of  the  property,  it  is  not  conclusive.     The  return  of  the  goods^ 
wheth'er  the  damages  are  paid  or  not,  is  a  satisfaction  for  the 
trespass,  and  bars, an  action  therefor.*    If  the  defendants  recover 
a  judgment  for  the  property,  and  subsequently  collect  it,  such 
judgment  and  satisfaction,  by  operation  of  law,  transfer  the  title 
to  the  property  to  the  plaintiff ;  and  in  an  action  for  taking  and 
carrying  away  the  property,  the  defendant  will  be  estopped  from 
disputing  his  title.'      So   where  a  defendant  in   an   action  of 
replevin  pleaded  a  former  recovery  from  the  plaintiff  of  the  prop- 
erty in  question,  and  offered  a  judgment  in  evidence.     The  de- 
scription of  the  property  in  the  judgment  varied  from  that  in  the 
plaintiff's  complaint;  parol  evidence  was  admitted  to  show  that 
it  was  the  same  property.' 

§  254.  A  verdict  and  judgment  are  conclusive  by  way  of 
estoppel  only  as  to  facts,  without  the  existence  and   proof  or 
admission  of  which  they  could  not  have  b^en  rendered.'    la 
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order  that  a  judgment  eball  be  conclasive,  it  mast  appear  by 
record,  or  by  Bome  sufficient  means  of  proof,  that  the  title  was 
actually  drawn  in  controversy  and  decided.^  Between  parties 
and  privies  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  record  should  show  the 
question  upon  which  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  recover  de- 
pended, for  it  to  operate  conclusively,  but  only  that  the  same 
matter  in  controversy  might  have  been  litigated,  and  that  extrin- 
sic evidence  would  be  admitted  to  prove  that  the  particulai*  ques- 
tion was  material  and  was  in  fact  contested,  and  that  it  was 
referred  to  the  decision  of  the  jury.  The  rule  is,  that  to  render 
such  former  judgment  conclusive,  it  is  only  necessary  to  show 
that  the  same  matter  might  have  been  decided  and  actually  was 
decided  ;*  but  the  rule  seems  to  be  that  while  it  is  not  conclusive, 
hut  prima  foGie  evidence,  the  onus  is  on  the  party  against  whom 
the  record  is  used  to  prove  to  the  contrary. 

§  255.  A  judgment  dismissing  the  complaint  on  the  ground 
that  a  material  element  of  the  cause  of  action  was  wanting,  is  a 
bar  to  another  action.  Thus,  in  an  action  on  a  recognizance,  a 
judgment  finding  that  the  recognizance  was  never  filed,  and  that 
the  recognizance  was  necessary  to  sustain  an  action  thereon,  is  a 
bar;  for  it  shows  that  the  merits  of  the  controversy  were  liti- 
gated, submitted  and  decided.  To  sustain  a  recovery  in  another 
action,  it  would  be  necessarv  to  find  that  the  conclusions  of  the 
former  judgment  were  not  true  in  point  of  fact,  and  this  it  is 
not  competent  to  do  as  long  as  the  former  judgment  is  unreversed 
and  remains  in  full  force  and-effept.*  Thus,  a  judgment  that 
''  the  plaintiff  failing  to  reply  to  the  first  and  second  pleas  of  the 
defendant,  filed  herein  on  the  calling  of  the  cause  for  trial,  it  is 
ordered  that  this  suit  be  dismissed  at  the  costs  of  said  plaintiff,'' 
was  held,  though  informal,  a  complete  bar  to  the  cause  of  the  ac- 
tion, the  pleas  being  valid  pleas  in  bar.*  The  dismissal  of  a  suit  for 
want  of  prosecution  determines  everything  involved  in  it,  and,  so 
far  as  the  particular  action  is  concerned,  is  the  same  as  a  judg- 
ment for  the  defendant  on  the  merits.*    So  a  judgment  of  non- 

'  Parker  y.    Hotchkiss,   25  Conn.  *•  Campbell  v.  Mayhngh,  16  B.  Mon. 

820.  143;  People  v.  Smith,  61  Barb.  360. 

*  Eeene  v.  Clark,  5  Robertson,  88;  *  Dowling  v.  Polack,  18  Cal.  625; 
Thompson  y.  McEinley ,  47  Pa.  St.  853.  Leese  v.  Sherwood,  21  OaL  16. 

*  People  V.  Smith,  61  Barb.  360. 
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sQic  or  retraxit  diBmissing  plaintifiTs  complaint  is  a  bar  to  a  second 
proceeding  to  enforce  the  same  claim.'  So,  an  order  dismissiDg 
a  suit  agreed  bars  any  other  salt  between  the  same  parties,  on  the 
cause  of  action  thus  adjusted  by  them,  and  merged  in  the 
judgment  of  a  court  at  their  instance.*  The  legal  deduction  from 
dismissing  a  suit  by  agreement  is  that  the  parties  had  by  their 
agreement  adjudicated  the  subject-matter  of  controversy  in  that 
suit,  and  the  legal  effect  of  such  judgment  is,  therefore,  that  it 
wil]  operate  as  a  bar  to  any  other  suit,  between  the  same  parties, 
on  the  identical  cause  of  action  then  adjusted  by  the  parties  and 
merged  in  the  judgment  thereon,  rendered  at  their  instance  and 
in  consequence  of  their  agreement.  So,  the  dismissal  of  a  bill 
for  divorce  for  the  cause  of  adultery,  on  the  ground  that  the 
adultery  was  not  proved.  The  judgment  is  conclusive  evidence 
in  favor  of  the  wife,  in  a  subsequent  proceeding  in  divorce 
between  the  parties,  that  the  alleged  act  was  not  committed,  and 
estops  the  husband  from  litigating  the  same  issue.'  Thus,  a  non- 
suit ordered  by  a  justice,  must  be  regarded,  after  a  trial  on  the 
merits,  as  a  judgment  for  the  defendant,  and  consequently  a  bar 
in  any  other  litigation  between  the  same  parties,  even  though  the 
order  was  made  with  the  consent  of  the  plaintiff.*  So,  where  a 
petition  for  a  highway  had  been  dismissed  by  the  court,  a  subse- 
quent act  of  the  legislature  made  certain  evidence  admissible, 
which  was  not  on  the  consideration  of  that  question  before 
admissible.  It  was  held  that  a  new  petition  for  the  establish- 
ment of  substantially  the  same  highway,  though  signed  by  differ- 
ent parties,  was  barred  by  the  former  judgment.*  The  instances 
cited  sustain  the  principle  that,  while  a  judgment  may  be  a  bar, 
yet  it  need  not  be  an  adjudication  upon  all  the  matters  in  contro- 
versy, that  a  judgment  of  dismissal  may  be  as  conclusive  as  one 
rendered  after  a  litis  contestatio. 


*  Sullivan  v.  Brewster,  1  E.  D. 
Smith,  618;  English  v.  Scott,  1  Mo. 
495;  Armory  V.  Armory,  26  Wis.  152; 
Coffman  v.Brown,  15  Miss.  125;  Dixon 
V.  Sinclair,  4  Vt.  354;  Leese  v.  Sher- 
wood, 21  Cal.  16. 

'  Jarboe  v.  Smith,  10  B.  Mon.  257; 
Bank,  &c.  v.  Hopkins,  2  Dana,  895; 
Philpots  V.  Blaisdell,  10  Nev.  19; 
Merritt    v.    Cambell,    47    Cal.    542; 


Hoover  v.  MitcheU,  25  Gratt.  887. 

>  Lewis  v.  Lewis,  106  Mass.  809; 
Lea  V.  Lea,  99  Mass.  493;  Common- 
wealth V.  Evans,  101  Mass.  25; 
Thurston  v.  Thurston,  99  Mass.  89; 
Merriam  v.  Whittemore,  9  Gray,  816; 
Burlen  v.  Shannon,  99  Mass.  200. 
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§  256.  It  is  said  that  mere  dismission  for  want  of  prosecution 
is  no  more  than  a  nonsuit  at  law,  and  therefore  concludes  noth- 
ing against  the  party  or  his  privjj  The  soundness  of  this  rule 
may  be  doubted  upon  the  ground  that  where  a  party,  after  insti- 
tuting an  action,  and  having  cited  the  party  and  discovered  his 
<lefense,  refuses  to  prosecute  liis  action  against  tlie  defendants,  it 
is  a  virtual  and  silent  confession  in  an  impartial,  judicial  tribunal 
that  he  has  no  cause  of  action,  and  submits  to  a  final  judgment 
of  the  court,  which  judgment  of  dismissal  carries  costs  with  it. 
And  if  the  complainant  desires  to  reserve  the  right  of  a  future 
action  the  dismissal  must  be  '^  without  prejudice,"  or  the  pre- 
sumption should  be  that  it  was  on  the  merits.  It  is  trifling  with 
justice  to  allow  a  party  to  bring  as  many  actions  as  he  may  see 
fit  to,  simply  because  he  pays  the  costs.  The  maxim,  nemo  debet 
his  vexari  applies,  and  therefore  a  judgment  or  decree  dismiss- 
ing a  suit  without  any  reserve  for  its  renewal  is  not  a  judgment 
of  nonsuit ;  it  is  final,  and  as  res  judicata  it  concludes  the  par- 
ties.* So,  a  judgment  of  dismissal  rendered  on  the  application 
of  either  party,  with  the  consent  of  the  other,  amounts  to  an 
open  and  voluntary  renunciation  of  the  plaintiff's  suit,  which  is  a 
bar  to  another  suit  subsequently  brought  upon  the  same  cause  of 
action,'  or  a  dismissal  of  a  bill  in  chancery.  The  recovery  of  a 
judgment  by  an  assignee  of  a  cause  of  action  is  conclusive  on 
the  question  whether  the  cause  of  action  was  assignable.^  So,  a 
recovery  upon  a  partnership  contract  merges  the  debt,  and  a 
judgment  against  one  partner  constitutes  an  estoppel  in  a  subse- 
quent action  for  the  same  breach  against  his  copartners.* 

§  267.  In  order  to  render  a  decree  or  judgment  conclusive 
against  a  party,  it  need  not  be  against  him  by  name ;  it  is  enough 


1  Ball  V.  Ball,  2 Fox  and  Smith,  249; 
Foster  v.  Bustled,  100  Mass.  409; 
Burlea  v.  Shannon,  99  Mass.  600; 
Baird  v.  Bardwell,  60  Miss.  164;  Porter 
V.  Yaughan,  26  Vt.  624;  Rosse  v. 
Rust,  4  Johns.  Ch.  800  ;  Morrell  v. 
Matthews,  1  Miss.  877. 

«  Bledsoe  v.  Erwin,  88  La.  Ann.  615; 
Orangery.  Singleton,  82 La.  Ann.  898; 
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Newark  v.  Newark,  22  Mich.  292; 
LuflPt  V.  Allen,  55  HI.  803;  Howell  v 
Goodrich,  69  111.  556;  Ogsburg  v.  La 
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if  it  be  against  hie  interest.'  Where  a  writ  is  issned  and  there  is 
a  mistake  in  the  name  of  the  party  upon  whom  it  is  to  be  served^ 
or  it  is  served  on  the  party  by  a  wrong  name,  and  such  party 
fails  to  appear  and  plead  the  misnomer  in  abatement,  but  allow& 
a  judgment  to  be  rendered  against  him,  he  is  concluded  by  such 
judgment  as  effectually  as  though  he  was  properly  named  thei'ein^ 
and  he  may  be  connected  with  such  judgment  in  any  future  liti- 
gation by  proper  allegations  that  he  was  the  party.*  Thus,  whei"e 
there  was  an  appearance  of  the  defendant  under  a  mistaken  name, 
and  the  decree  was  entered  against  her.  She  is  bound  by  the 
decree,  no  matter  what  her  real  name  is.  Parol  evidence  ia 
admissible  to  identify  the  parties.*  So  where  a  complaint  did 
not  give  the  surname  of  the  defendant,  but  only  his  first  Chris- 
tian name  and  the  initials  of  his  middle  name.  In  the  affidavit 
appended  to  the  complaint,  the  defendant's  name  was  given  in 
full.  He  appeared  to  the  suit,  pleaded  and  filed  several  papers 
in  the  case,  giving  his  name  in  full,  and  describing  himself  a» 
said  defendant.  It  was  held  that  the  defendant  was  estopped 
from  setting  up  the  misnomer  in  the  complaint,  and  that  objec- 
tion to  such  misnomer  could  only  be  taken  by  plea  in  abatement, 
and  not  by  demurrers,^  and  he  is  bound  by  the  judgment.  This 
principle  of  conclusiveness  is  inflexible,  and  will  not  yield  to 
circumstances  or  the  hardship  attendant  upon  its  application  in 
the  particular  instance.  A  judgment  for  the  defendant  on  the 
plea  of  nid  tid  record  to  an  action  of  debt  on  a  judgment,  is  con- 
clusive, even  where  the  failure  of  the  plaintiff  arises  from  hav- 
ing the  judgment  defectively  authenticated  or  certified,  and  the 
validity  of  the  judgment  is  beyond  dispute.' 

The  conclusiveness  of  a  former  judgment  can  not  be  overthrown 
by  proof  that  it  was  procured  by  fraud  or  the  subornation  of  wit- 
nesses,* or  that  the  cause  of  action  originated  in  a  fraud  that  was  not 


»  Taylor  v.  Cornelius.  60  Pa.  St 
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•  Ins.  Co.  V.  French,  18  How. 
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BaiTy#v.  Carotliers,  6  Rich.  L.  381; 
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discoeered  until  after  the  Rendition  of  the  judgment.!*  The  only 
relief  a  party  can  obtain  is  in  equity,  under  circumstances  similar 
to  those  hitherto  mentioned ;  and  as  this  principle  of  conclusive- 
ness afEects  privies,  as  well  as  parties,  a  vendee  cannot  set  up  a 
defense  in  a  suit  upon  a  mortgage  which  has  been  previously 
decided  against  the  vendor,  or  where  a  point  which  has  been 
decided  on  the  merits,  in  a  suit  at  law,  is  again  brought  into  ques- 
tion on  the  same  grounds  in  equity.*  The  same  principle  applies 
where  the  judgment  is  rendered  by  arbitrator,'  or  under  a  bill  in 
equity,  and  bars  a  renewal  of  the  controversy  either  there  or  at 
law.*  Thus,  a  vendee  who  has  covenanted  to  convey  other  land^ 
as  soon  as  certain  incumbrances  on  the  land  conveyed  to  him 
were  removed  by  the  vendor,  is  estopped  from  pleading  a  fail- 
ure to  remove  them,  as  a  bar  to  the  covenant,  by  a  prior  decree 
in  equity  directing  that  the  incumbrances  should  bo  discharged 
by  him  out  of  the  purchase  money  due  to  the  vendor,  with  the 
same  effect  as  if  they  had  been  paid  by  the  latter,*  but  it  applies 
only  where  both  jurisdictions  are  concurrent ;  and  a  judgment  at 
law  will  not  estop  the  defendant  from  seeking  relief  on  equitable 
grounds  in  chancery,"  or  the  dismissal  of  a  bill,  for  want  of  juris* 
diction  in  chancery,  cut  the  plaintiff  off  from  obtaining  redress 
at  a  suit  of  law.'' 

§  258.  The  effect  of  verdicts  and  judgments,  whether  upon 
parties  or  privies,  depends  upon  the  question  whether  the  same 
point  was  in  issue.*  A  verdict  between  two  parties  on  one  ques- 
tion  can  certainly  have  no  binding  effect  in  an  issue  joined 
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between  them  od  another  qaeetion,  nor  will  the  jadgment  be 
admissible  unless  it  clearly  appears  that  the  same  point  was  ac- 
tually in  issue  and  was  determined  in  the  former  action.  ThuSy 
an  action  for  a  deliberate  and  intentional  fraad  practiced  by  a 
person  in  making  a  sale,  may  be  maintained  against  him  person- 
ally, even  though  he  acted  as  agent  of  another  in  making  the 
sale ;  and  it  makes  no  difference  that  the  plaintiff  has  already 
£ued  the  seller  for  a  breach  of  warranty  and  has  been  defeated 
in  such  action.  Had  he  recovered  in  the  first  action  and  got 
his  damages,  he  might  be  estopped,  but  where  he  fails  by  rea- 
4Bon  of  having  no  cause  of  action  on  the  warranty,  he  may  still 
have  a  good  cause  of  action  for  the  fraud,  which  has  never  been 
<Ietermined.  So,  where  one  contract  contains  several  covenants, 
an  action  for  breach  of  one  is  not  necessarily  a  bar  to  a  subse- 
quent action  for  breach  of  another,  although  the  two  relate  in 
part  to  the  same  subject-matter,  as  in  covenants  to  build  a  fence, 
and  also  to  keep  the  buildings  and  fence  in  repair. 

§  259.  In  order  to  preclude  a  second  action  for  items  which 
might  have  been  embraced  in  the  first,  the  true  question  is  not, 
whether  allowing  separate  actions  to  be  maintained  for  separate 
items  would  lead  to  a  multiplicity  of  suits  or  would  operate 
oppressively,  but  whether  the  former  action  was  for  the  identical 
«ause  or  demand  for  which  the  subsequent  one  was  brought. 
One  method  of  ascertaining  whether  the  subject-matter  or  cause 
of  action  is  the  same  as  in  a  former  suit  is,  to  inquire  whether 
the  same  evidence  would  sustain  both  actions,  and,  although  the 
former  action  is  changed,  if  the  same  matter  is  determined,  the 
former  judgment  is  admissible  in  evidence  upon  the  subsequent 
trial.'  A  judgment  for  the  defendant  in  trespass,  when  the 
right  of  property  is  determined,  will  be  effectual  as  an  estoppel 
in  an  action  of  trover  for  the  same  taking.  And  if  execution  is 
«ned  out  is  a  bar  to  a  suit  by  the  same  plaintiff  against  another 
person  for  taking  the  same  goods.     So,  a  judgment  for  the  de- 

>  Perry   v,   Lewis.    49  Miss.    448;  t.  Peny,  1  Bail.  688;  Moore  v.  Watta. 
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fendant  in  trover  is  a  bar  in  an  action  for  money  had  and  received 
for  the  wrong  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  sanio  goods/  and  this, 
thongh  the  former  action  was  against  the  creditor  and  sheriff^ 
and  the  latter  against  the  creditor  alone.  Where  a  coui*t,  in  a 
former  action  between  the  same  parties,  had  jurisdiction  over  tlie 
subject  and  the  parties,  and  the  questions  of  fact  are  the  same  as 
in  the  subsequent  action,  and  were  necessary  to  its  decision,  and 
either  was  or  might  have  been  litigated  in  that  suit,  and  the  final 
hearing  was  upon  its  merits,  the  judgment  is  res  adjvdica^  as  to 
all  those  things  that  were,  or  under  the  pleadings  might  have 
been,  controverted  in  that  action.  Thus,  the  defendant,  a  New 
York  corporation,  insured  the  plaintiff  at  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
against  fire,  on  ''  his  stock  of  fancy  goods,  toys,  and  other  articles 
in  his  line  of  business,  contained  in  his  store  occupied  by  him  as 
a  general  jobber  and  importer."  The  policy  contained  a  condi- 
tion against  storing  or  keeping  hazardous,  extra  hazardous,  or 
specially  hazardous  articles  in  the  second  class  of  hazards  annexed 
to  the  policy,  and  that  during  the  time  of  such  storing  or  keep- 
ing the  policy  should  be  of  no  effect.  "  Fire-crackers  in  pack- 
ages" were  classed  as  hazardous  No.  3  in  the  second  class,  and 
fireworks  were  classed  as  specially  hazardous.  There  was  a 
written  permission  "  to  keep  fire  crackers  on  sale,"  but  no  express 
permission  to  keep  fireworks.  The  plaintiff  kept  fireworks,  and 
a  fire  originated  from  them.  The  plaintiff  sued  to  recover 
for  the  loss  in  a  Baltimore  court,  the  cause  was  removed  to  the 
United  States  court,  and  on  the  trial  the  court  held  that  the  pol- 
icy prohibited  keeping  fireworks,  and  rejected  proof  to  show  that 
they  constituted  an  article  in  the  line  of  business  of  a  "  German 
jobber  and  importer,"  and  gave  judgment  for  defendant.  This 
was  afiirmed  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  Before  that 
action  the  plaintiff  had  sued  the  Lafayette  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  the  New  York  Supreme  Court  on  a  similar  policy  on 
the  same  stock  and  had  recovered,  and  on  appeal  the  evidence 
rejected  in  the  United  States  court  was  held  competent,  and  the 
appellate  courts  refused  to  be  bound  by  the  rule  laid  down  in  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court.  Plaintiff  then  brought  this  action 
to  reform  the  policy  by  inserting  permission  to  keep  fireworks, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  omitted  by  mistake,  and  to  i*ecover  on 

■  Baok  V.  Rude»  28  Kaus.  148. 
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the  policy  bo  reformed.  The  jadgment  of  the  United  States  Sa* 
preme  Court  was  held  to  be  a  bar  to  this  action.  The  test 
whether  the  second  sait  is  founded  substantial! j  on  the  same  cause 
of  action  as  the  first,  is  that  the  same  evidence  would  support  both. 
It  matters  not  that  the  former  action  was  erroneously  decided. 
Whatever  was  necessarily  decided  in  the  first  conclades  the  par- 
ties. The  ground  oi  recovery  in  the  first  case  was  the  permis- 
sion to  keep  fireworks,  and  that  is  the  ground  in  this.  In  that 
it  was  sought  to  prove  it  by  parol ;  here  by  the  reformed  writing. 
The  reformed  contract  would  be  the  same  contract.  The  only 
difference  would  consist  in  direct  written  proof  of  what  would 
otherwise  rest  upon  construction  or  parol  evidence.  The  former 
judgment  determined  that  the  contract  was  such  as  was  embraced 
in  the  policy,  proved  in  that  action,  and  that  plaintiff  had  vio- 
lated it  by  keeping  fireworks.  Now  he  seeks  to  establish  that 
such  was  not  the  contract,  and  that  the  real  contract  was  not  vio- 
lated. He  then  gave  all  the  proof  he  could  to  recover  for  the 
loss ;  now  he  seeks  to  recover  for  the  same  loss  without  alleging 
more  than  one  contract,  title  or  right.  Having  elected  to  sue  on 
the  contract  as  it  was,  he  must  abide  the  result.^ 

§  260.  A  judgment  in  favor  of  several  defendants  in  one 
action  is  a  bar  to  an  action  in  another  form  against  one  of  those 
defendants  alone.  Thus,  the  assignees  of  an  insolvent  debtor 
brought  a  bill  in  equity,  to  set  aside  conveyances  of  the  property 
made  by  the  debtor  to  the  defendant,  as  made  and  taken  either 
without  consideration  and  in  fraud  of  creditors,  or  by  way  of 
unlawful  preference,  contrary  to  the  insolvent  laws,  charging  the 
defendants,  in  the  common  form,  with  combining  and  confed- 
erating with  divei*s  other  persons  to  the  plaintiffs  unknown,  and 
praying  for  relief  against  the  defendants  jointly  and  severally ; 
and  the  court,  after  a  hearing  upon  the  merits,  decreed  that  the 
demands,  set  up  by  the  defendants  in  their  several  answers,  were 
justly  due  them  from  the  insolvent,  and  that  the  conveyances  of 
property  in  payment  thereof  were  not  made  in  violation  of  the 
insolvent  laws,  and  dismissed  the  bill.     Held,  that  this  decree 

>  Washburn  v.  Ins.  Co.,  14  Mass.      175;  Steinbach  v.  Ins.  Co.,  77  N.  Y. 
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wa0  a  bar  to  an  action  of  trover  by  the  asBigDees,  for  the  same 
property,  against  one  of  the  defeodants  in  a  suit  in  eqnity. 

§  261.  A  judgment  or  decree  in  an  action  for  the  par- 
tition of  lands  has  the  same  force  and  effect  as  a  bar  to  an- 
other action  involving  the  same  matters,  as  a  judgment  rend- 
ered on  a  promissory  note  or  other  cause  of  action.'  It  is 
conchisive  upon  the  entire  title,  if  all  proper  parties  who 
are  in  being  are  joined  in  a  proceeding  for  partition,  notwith- 
standing it  may  be  possible  that  some  persons  may  afterwards 
be  bom  who  would  be  entitled  to  an  interest,*  as  the  par- 
ties arc  bound,  so  are  all  who  claim  by,  from  under,  or  through 
«uch  parties,  as  grantees,  heirs,  assignees,  and  all  privies/  In 
order  that  the  judgment  may  have  this  conclusive  effect^  the 
oourt  must  have  jurisdiction  over  the  parties  and  the  subject- 
matter.  The  court  determines  the  rights,  titles  and  interests  of 
all  the  parties  in  the  lands,  so  far  as  they  appear,  and  makes  the 
judgment  conclusive  upon  all  parties  named,  and  all  persons 
interested  in  the  lands  who  may  be  unknown,  and  who  have  been 
43erved  with  notice,  either  personally  or  by  publication,  and  all 
persons  claiming  under  them.  Thus,  a  judgment  in  a  partition 
suit,  to  which  certain  persons  are  made  defendants  by  name,  and 
others  as  unknown  owners,  in  the  absence  of  any  fraud  or  collu- 
sion, is  conclusive  upon  a  person  thus'  made  defendant  as  an 


*  Bigelow  V.  Winsor,  1  Gray,  299; 
Bagot  y.  Williams,  8  B.  &  C.  285; 
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croft  y.  Barnes,  29  Me.  129;  Rapp  y. 
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unknown  owner,  both  as  to  the  nature  and  amonnt  of  hiB  interest 
in  the  land,  even  though  he  was  in  possession  of  a  part  of  the 
land  at  the  commencement,  claiming  to  hold  it  in  severalty,  bj  a 
title  paramount  to  that  of  the  parties  named  in  the  suit,  and  had 
no  actual  notice  of  the  commencement  or  pendency  of  the  suit ;. 
and  he  is  estopped  from  contesting  the  title  of  the  other  parties 
to  the  shares  awarded  them  by  such  judgment.*  So,  where  a 
widow,  on  a  bill  filed  by  her  on  partition  of  her  husband^s  estate, 
allows  it  to  be  partitioned,  and  takes  herself,  as  part  of  his  estate, 
a  tract  of  land  which,  on  partition,  in  her  husband's  life  time,  of 
her  father's  estate,  had  been  allotted  to  her  husband  and  herself 
and  her  heirs,  with  a  direction  that  her  husband  should  pay  to 
other  heirs  of  her  father  an  excess  in  the  value  over  her  share, 
she,  or  her  representative,  is  thereby  barred  from  afterwards 
claiming,  from  her  husband's  estate,  the  value  of  her  inheritance 
in  said  tract  of  land.*  So,  a  party  may  waive  his  right  to  ques- 
tion the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  or  the  title.  Thus,  the  neglect  of 
the  respondent  in  an  action  pending  in  a  probate  court  to  make  any 
question  about  the  title,  until  after  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
missioners  to  make  partition,  is  a  waiver  of  the  question,  and  it 
is  then  too  late  to  dispute  the  title  set  forth  so  as  to  oust  the 
court  of  jurisdiction.*  Where  an  adult  co-tenant  of  lands  joins 
in  a  petition  for  the  sale  thereof,  and  such  petition  alleges  that 
the  legal  title  to  the  lauds  is  in  the  infant  co-tenants,  and  a  sale 
is  made  in  pursuance  of  such  petition,  the  order  of  sale  thus 
made  will  estop  such  adult  from  questioning  the  title  of  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  lands  at  such  sale.*  The  deed  is  made  by  the 
sheriff  under  an  order  of  sale  in  partition,  and  is  the  act  of  the 
parties  themselves,  and  a  purchaser  at  such  a  sale  is  regarded  as 
a  grantee.  The  transfer  to  the  purchaser  is  a  complete  extin- 
guishment of  the  title  of  the  parties  to  the  action.*  Where  a. 
widow  is  made  a  party  to  a  proceeding  in  partition  of  the  realty 
of  her  late  husband,  and,  having  appeared,  suffers  to  be  included 
in  such  partition  realty  to  which  she  has  title  in  her  own  right,, 
and  assents  to  the  decree  in  partition,  disposing  of  the  same,  she 

^  Nash  V.  Church,  10  Wis.  808.  •  Ela  v.  McConinihe,  85  N.  H.  879. 
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"will  not  be  permitted  to  set  up  her  title  to  the  realty  as  against 
one  claiming  by  virtue  of  the  allotment  in  partition.*  In  this 
case  the  court  say  :  "  I  know  not  how,  in  a  collateral  proceeding, 
she  can  afterwards  avoid  that  decree.  But  not  only  did  she  pas- 
sively allow  the  process  to  culminate  in  a  decree,  but  she  actively 
engaged  in  its  promotion,  and,  by  her  attorneys,  agreed  that  the 
order  of  the  court  should  be  finally  confirmed.  Here,  then,  is  a 
record  which  the  defendant' delibetately  helped  to  make.  How, 
then,  can  she  escape  from  its  consequences  ?  (citing.)"  All  these 
are  cases  of  estoppel  i/npaia^  and  hence  are  less  strong  than  the 
case  in  hand,  where  the  estoppel  arises  from  a  record,  a  record 
deliberately  assented  to  by  the  defendant  herself." 

§  262.  Where  proceedings  in  partition  are  properly  taken  to 
bind  unknown  owners,  the  judgment  not  only  concludes  them  in 
respect  to  any  interest  they  may  have  as  tenants,  but  precludes 
them  from  showing  afterwards  that  they  had  a  paramount  title 
in  severalty  to  any  part  of  the  premises.*  A  decree  in  partition 
cannot  be  inquired  into  in  a  collateral  suit  to  see  whethei;  irregu- 
larities estist  in  the  proceedings.^ 

The  decree  is  final  and  conclusive  as  to  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  rights  of  the  respective  parties  to  it,  until  modified  or  set 
aside  in  some  direct  proceeding,  even  though  it  does  not  follow 
the  allegations  of  the  bill ;  and  the  fact  that  no  partition  was  in 
fact  made  after  the  decree  will  not  prevent  a  party  from  show- 
ing title  under  it.*  The  confirmation  of  the  repoit  of  the  com- 
missioners in  partition,  and  the  final  decree  entered  thereupon, 
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vests  the  title  to  the  several  parcels  of  the  premises  partitioned 
Id  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  assigned  bj  the  commissioners, 
and  snch  decree  can  not  be  opened  bj  the  court  at  a  subsequent 
term  upon  a  mere  motion.'  The  judgment,  when  executed,  is 
conchisive  evidence  that  the  part  set  off  to  one  petitioner  was  a 
part  of  the  premises  held  by  the  parties  in  common ;  nor  would 
it  be  open  to  a  former  co-tenant  to  set  up  an  easement  in  the 
part  thus  set  off,  upon  the^  ground  that  he  had  enjoyed  it 
adversely  before  such  partition  was  made.*  The  difference 
between  a  judgment  and  writ  of  partition  at  common  law,  and  a 
partition  by  decree  in  chancery  as  it  affects  the  title,  is,  that  the 
former  operates  by  way  of  delivery  of  possession  and  estoppel^ 
while  in  the  latter  the  transfer  of  title  can  be  effected  only  by 
the  execution  of  conveyances  between  the  parties,  which  may  be 
decreed  by  the  court  and  compelled  by  attachment*  It  is  held, 
if  the  decree  in  partition  recites  that  due  notice  was  gi^en,  it 
is  only  prima  fdcie^  not  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact.* 

§  263.  A^  decision  of  a  United  States  district  court  enjoining 
a  treasury  warrant  is  final,  and  bars  an  action  on  the  account 
which  formed  the  subject-matter  of  the  warrant  and  bill  of  com- 
plaint.* All  entries  and  orders  made  in  the  regular  progress  of 
a  cause,  during  term  time,  must  be  received  as  emanating  from 
the  court,  and  all  parties  to  them  are  estopped  from  disputing 
their  correctness.*  Thus,  an  order  on  a  sheriff  to  deposit  money 
in  a  bank,*  and  an  order  setting  aside  a  sale  made  on  executioE, 
issued  out  of  the  court  setting  it  aside.'  So  a  party  drawing  up 
an  order  and  sanctioning  the  entry  of  it  as  of  the  time  when  the 
decision  was  made,  and  served  it  on  the  adverse  party,  is  barred 
from  averring  that  it  was  not  entered  at  tlie  time  it  purported 
to  be.*  So  a  party  cannot  deny  that  a  judgment  was  rendered 
on  the  day  of  its  entry  ;  if  the  record  is  regular  on  its  face,  it  is 
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^ondnsiye,  as  it  importe  aBeolate  verity.'  In  order  to  make  a 
jndgmeDt  effectual  as  an  estoppel,  it  must  appear  that  the  facts 
were'actnally  passed  upon  bj  the  jury  in  the  former  case,  and,  if 
the  pleadings  did  not  Ehow  it,  and  no  evidence  is  introduced,  the 
record  is  only  evidence  of  what  is  necessarily  put  in  issue  by  the 
pleadings.' 

§  264.  It  is  not  necessary  in  a  partition  suit,  in  order  that  a 
judgment  shall  bind  the  parties  on  a  question  of  intestacy  of  an 
ancestor,  or  the  validity  of  his  will,  that  the  adjudication  of  those 
matters  should  be  in  precise  terms.  It  is  sufficient  if  the  sub- 
stance is  decided.  The  estoppel  extends  beyond  what  appears  on 
the  face  of  the  judgment  to  every  allegation,  which,  having  been 
made  on  one  side  and  denied  on  the  other,  was  at  issue,  and 
<letermined  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings.  Those  who  rely  upon 
the  estoppel  must,  of  course,  show  that  the  matter  in  controversy 
has  already  been  heard  and  determined  ;  but  where  it  is  made  to 
appear  with  sufficient  clearness  that  the  transaction  has  under- 
gone a  judicial  investigation,  the  presumption  will  be  irresistible 
that  the  judgment  covered  the  whole,  so  far  as  it  was  entire  and 
indivisible,  and  cannot  be  overcome,  except  by  the  clearest  proof 
that  no  evidence  was  given  as  to  that  fact  by  the  plaintiff,  or  that 
th6  defendant  failed  to  take  advantage  of  a  defense  that  might 
have  been  made  available.' 

§  265.  Judgments  are  not  merely  final  as  to  the  facts  actually 
litigated  or  decided,  but  they  are  usually  (except  where  proceed- 
ings are  instituted  in  the  same  cause  of  action  for  their  reversal) 
conclusive  evidence  of  their  own  rectitude  and  virtue  ;  and  it  is 
upon  this  principle  that  no  action  will  lie  for  obtaining  a  decree 
of  judgment  by  false  evidence.*     The  case  of  Marriott  v.  Hamp- 
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ton  {ante,  p.  125),  heretofore  referred  to,  is  a  forcible  iUostratioa 
of  this  principle.  The  general  principle  that  a  judgment  of  a 
court  possessing  competent  jurisdiction  is  final,  admits  of  no 
doubt;  but  the  principle  extends  still  further,  as  to  include 
everything  that  might  be  litigated  or  decided.  The  reason  for 
the  rule  seems  to  be,  that  it  is  both  expedient  and  proper  to- 
silence  the  contention  of  partiep  by  accomplishing  the  ends  of 
justice  by  a  single  and  speedy  decision,  of  all  their  rights.  It  is^ 
therefore,  obvious  that  there  should  be  some  time  prescribed  to 
controversies  of  this  sort,  and  can  there  be  a  more  fitting  and 
proper  opportunity  than  one  which  affords  a  full  and  fair  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  and  decide  all  their  claims?  This  rule  cer- 
tainly imposes  no  hardship.  It  does  not  require  anything  more 
than  a  reasonable  degree  of  vigilance  and  attention ;  a  different 
course  would  be  dangerous  and  oppressive.  It  would  create 
infinite  litigation  and  vexation,  render  judgments  and  final  deter* 
minations  of  the  rights  of  parties  a  useless  expense,  resulting  in 
no  benefit,  but,  on  the  contrary,  resulting  in  a  series  of  liarassing 
operations,  which,  under  the  guise  of  justice,  would  never  render 
justice.  ^^  Every  one  is  bound  to  take  care  of  his  own  rights, 
and  to  vindicate  them  in  due  season  and  in  proper  order.'^^  This 
is  a  sound  and  salutary  principle  of   law.     Accordingly,  if  a 
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defendant,  having  the  means  of  defense  in  his  power,  neglects  to 
use  them,  and  suffers  a  recovery  to  be  had  against  him  by  a  com* 
petent  tribunal,  he  is  forever  precluded.'  Thus  where  parties 
having  submitted  to  arbitration  their  partnership  diflSculties, 
•each  depositing  his  note  with  the  arbitrators,  under  an  arrange- 
ment that  the  arbitrators  wore  to  indorse  down  the  note  of  the 
one  they  found  to  be  debtor  to  the  amount  of  their  award  against 
him  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  other  party,  and  this  having 
been  done  and  suit  brought  on  such  note,  and  the  debtor  having 
thereupon  tiled  a  bill  to  have  the  award  corrected  by  giving  him 
•credit  for  an  item  which  by  accident  or  mistake  was  not  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  arbitrators,  and  obtained  a  decree,  the  suit 
on  the  note  being  stayed  in  the  mean  time,  upon  the  suit  on  the 
note  being  again  moved,  the  debtor  could  not  set  up  the  defense 
that  the  award  was  not  valid ;  a  party  who  has  got  relief  on  one 
basis  will  not  be  permitted  to  litigate  the  matter  over  again  on 
Another  basis,  on  the  suggestion  that  he  has  a  defense  which  he 
did  not  see  fit  to  rely  on  before.*  The  only  case  forming  an  ex- 
•ception  to  this  rule  is  the  case  of  mutual  dealings  between  the 
parties,  where  the  defendant  omits  to  set  off  his  counter  demand/ 
or  withdraws  it  before  judgment,*  and  may,  unless  prevented  by 
•Statute,  still  recover  in  a  cross  action. 

§  266.  Mattel's  of  set-off  or  counter-claim  which  a  party  may 


*  Rogers  v.  HiggiDfl,  57  111.  244; 
Wilbur  V.  Gilmoie,  21  Pick.  250; 
Poltze  V.  Proutze,  15  lU.  484;  Lore 
T.  Truman,  10  Ohio  8.  45;  Stafford 
▼.  Clark,  1  0.  A  P.  408;  Price  v. 
Bewey,  6  Sawyer,  498;  Morgan  ▼. 
Plumb,  9  Wend.  487;  People  y. 
Smith,  51  Barb.  860;  Eeene  y.  Clark, 
«Rob.  (N.  Y.)  38:  Hughes  v.  U.  8.,  4 
Wall  282;  Birch  v.  Punk,  2  Met.  iKy.) 
4544;  Johnson  y.  White,  21  Miss.  584; 
Agnew  Y.  McElroy,  18  Miss.  522; 
Luttrell  Y.  Fisher,  11  Hcisk.  101; 
Gold  Y.  Flte,  58  Tenn.  237;  Turaer 
T.  Dibrell,  59  Tenn.  285;  Eeenan  y. 
MiUer,  2  Ga.  825  ;  Van  Vliet  y. 
Olin,  1  Nev.  495;  Brackett  v.  Hoitt, 
20  N.  y.  257;  Picraon  y.  Reynolds, 
49  Mich.  224;  Mally  y.  Mally,62  Iowa. 


454;  DaYis  y.  Hedges,  L.  R.  6  Q.  687; 
Hindley  y.  Haslum,  L.  R  8  Q.  B.  D. 
481. 

*  Beam  Y.  McComber,  85  Mich.  485. 

*  Hobbs  Y.  Duff.  28  Cal.  596;  Rob- 
bins  Y.  Harrison,  81  AJa.  160;  Le  Guen 
Y.  GouYemor,  1  Johns.  Cas.  601; 
Robinson  y.  Wiley.  Hemp.  :<8;  Emer- 
son Y.  Hereford,  8  Bush,  229 ;  Fennon 
Y.  Thompson,  88  Ga.  533:  McEwen  y. 
Bigelow,  40  Mich.  215. 

*  Bunnell  y.. Wright,  51  Barb.  257; 
Thompson  v.  Wood,  1  Hilt.  97;  Doty 
Y.  Brown,  4  N.  Y.  71;  Davis  y.  Tal- 
cott,  14  Barb.  611;  R.  R.  Go.  y. 
Elmore,  58  N.  Y.  624;  Kerr  y.  Hays, 
85  N.  Y.  381;  Gillespie  y.  Torrence» 
25  N.  Y.  806. 


810  The  Law  or  Ebtoppsl. 

set  np  or  not,  are  not  regarded  as  included  in  the  definition  of  & 
defense  to  an  action ;  if  the  matter  of  set-off  or  coanter  claim  is 
passed  npon  it  is  barred  bj  the  judgment,  if  not,  the  defendant 
maj  make  it  the  subject  of  a  separate  or  distinct  action ;'  Jthe 
question  is,  was  it  adjudicated?  The  only  penalty  for  not  setting 
it  up  in  the  prior  cause  being  in  the  matter  of  costs.  If  a  plaint- 
iff joins  in  his  complaint  several  separate  causes  of  action,  mak- 
ing the  aggregate  of  such  causes  the  amount  for  which  he  de- 
mands judgment,  and,  neglecting  to  withdraw  any  of  these 
causes  on  the  trial,  he  fails  to  establish  any  of  them  by  proof,  he 
cannot  afterwards  bring  another  suit  for  those  items.*  The  same 
principle  is  applicable  in  ejectment,  where  the  defendant  pur- 
chases title  after  judgment  is  rendered  against  him.  The  gen- 
eral rule  is  intended  to  prevent  litigation  and  to  maintain  peace  ; 
were  it  otherwise,  men  wbuld  never  know  when  they  might 
repose  with  security  on  the  decisions  of  courts  of  justice,  and 
judgments  solemnly  and  deliberately  rendered  would  cease  to  be 
revered  as  being  no  longer  the  end  of  controversy  and  the  evi- 
dence of  right,*  w*hose  adjudication  were  necessary  to  the  final 
disposition  of  the  case.  A  judgment  for  the  defendant  in  tres- 
pass, for  taking  a  chattel,  is  an  estoppel  in  an  action  for  the 
money  received  from  its  subsequent  sale,  for  the  reason  that 
both  actions  relute  to  the  same  subject-matter,  and  must  be  de- 
termined substantially  upon  the  same  evidence/  So,  where  in 
an  action  against  a  railway  company  for  damages  in  consequence 
of  its  failure  to  provKle  a  crossing,  resulting  in  a  judgment  for 
the  defendant,  another  action  cannot  be  maintained  to  compel  it 
to  provide  a  crossing.*  And  where  a  plaintiff,  in  an  action  of 
ejectment  on  a  mortgage,  had  previously  recovered  judgment  on 
a  note  given  by  the  defendant  for  the  debt,  for  which  the  mort- 
gage was  security,  the  defendant  in  the  ejectment  suit  was  not 
allowed  to  plead  the  same  defense  which  he  had  unsuccessfully 
used  in  the  action  on  the  note.'    A  failure  in  an  action  brought 

»  Savery  v.  Sypher,  39  Iowa,  675;  *  Lewis  v.  NenzcU,  38  Pa,  St.  322 
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to  recover  damages  for  the  non-delivery  of  lumber,  was  concla- 
sive  against  the  plaintiffs,  denying  the  non-delivery  in  action,  on 
a  bontl  given  for  the  price.*  The  limited  nature  of  a  judgment 
for  damages  only  does  not  prevent  its  operation  as  an  estoppel 
as  to  all  the  questions  embraced  in  the  pleadings ;  and  as  the  non- 
delivery of  the  lumber  must  have  been  the  material  point  in 
issue,  in  order  to  found  a  verdict  for  the  assessment  of  damages, 
it  is  obvious  that  the  judgment  must  be  conclusive  in  action  for 
the  price  of  the  lumber.  So,  where  there  is  an  entire  contract 
for  the  delivery  of  goods,  a  delivery  of  part,  and  a  refusal  to 
receive  the  residue,  and  a  suit  for  the  price  of  those  delivered, 
such  judgment  is  a  bar  to  another  action  for  not  accepting  the 
goods.*  Where,  in  an  action  to  enjoin  a  seizure  of  property  as 
illegal,  and  to  recover  damages,  if  the  judgment  maintaining  the 
injunction  is  silent  as  to  damages,  it  is  equivalent  to  a  rejection 
of  the  claim  for  damages,  and  will  sustain  the  plea  of  res  jvdi- 
cata  in  a  subsequent  suit  for  damages.*  The  presumption  is,  that 
the  judgment  covers  the  whole  matter.  So,  where  a  joint  judg- 
ment is  recovered  against  several  parties  in  a  suit  against  one  for 
contribution,  he  cannot  plead  that  he  was  not  liable.* 

§  267.  A  judgment  in  personam  recovered  without  notice, 
or  attachment  of  property  on  mesne  process  is  void.  In  a  col- 
lateral proceeding,  a  judgment  against  one  who  had  no  opportu- 
nity to  defend,  may  be  avoided  by  proof  of  fraud,  or  shown  to 
be  void  upon  its  face ;  a  judgment  of  non-suit  is  not  a  bar  to 
another  action.  Nor  an  agreement  to  submit  a  case  upon  an 
agreed  statement  of  facts  upon  which  judgment  and  nonsuit  was 
entered  by  the  court.*     But  where  the  facts  put  in  issue  by  an 
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assignment  of  a  breach  of  a  sherifiPs  bond  have  been  once  tried 
in  a  statutory  proceeding,  they  cannot  again  be  drawn  into  ques- 
tion, and  it  is  a  question  of  law,  on  inspection  of  the  record, 
whether  they  were  or  were  not  in  issue  in  the  former  proceed- 
ings. So,  a  decree,  that  a  vested  interest  in  remainder  is  not  sub- 
ject to  the  claims  of  creditors,  though  erroneous,  is  re8  adjudi' 
cata }  and  is  conclusive  against  the  rights  of  creditors,  when  the 
estate  comes  into  possession  of  the  remainderman  by  the  death 
of  the  tenant  for  life.*  No  recovery  can  be  had  on  a  cause  of 
action  which  has  been  pleaded  or  offered  in  evidence  as  a  defense 
in  a  former  action,  in  which  it  was  legally  admissible,  although 
the  court  may  have  erred  in  excluding  it  from  the  jury.  The 
estoppel  of  an  adjudication,  made  on  grounds  purely  technical, 
and  under  such  circumstances  that  the  merits  could  not  come  in 
question,  will  be  limited  to  the  point  actually  decided.  A  judg- 
ment is  conclusive  on  all  points  within  the  scope  of  the  record 
and  legally  brought  before  the  court  and  jury,*  although  extrin- 
sic evidence  may  be  given  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  the 
controversy  really  was,  and  showing  that  matters  expressly  or 
impliedly  embraced  in  the  pleadings,  and  which  might  have  been 
adjudicated,  were  not  presented  or  decided  in  fact.*  But  while 
parol  evidence  may  sometimes  be  admitted  for  the  purpose  of 
limiting  the  estoppel,  it  is  never  allowed  to  enlarge  its  operation, 
or  to  show  that  matters  foreign  to  the  record  were  embraced  in 
the  verdict* 

§  268.  The  reasons  assigned  by  a  court  for  its  judgment  are 
immaterial,  if  the  record  shows  that  such  judgment  was,  in  fact, 
correct.'  Nor  will  the  mistakes  of  a  judge  who  tried  the  cause 
serve  as  a  reason  why  m^itier^  prima  facie  within  the  bar  of  the 
judgment  should  be  excluded  from  it,  for  the  reason  that  the 
remedy  is  by  a  new  trial  or  writ  of  error.*    Thus,  where  a  case 
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hsB  been  once  Bubmitted  to  a  jarj  npon  an  issue  involving  the 
merits  of  the  plaintiff's  claim,  and  a  judgment  has  been  rendered 
on  their  verdict,  until  such  judgment  has  been  set  aside,  the 
plaintiflE  will  not  be  allowed,  either  in  law  or  equitj,  to  bring 
another  suit  on  the  same  cause  of  action,  on  the  ground  that  the 
verdict  in  the  first  suit  was  caused  by  an  erroneous  instruction  of 
the  judge  to  the  jury.*  So,  after  judgment,  a  clerical  error  in 
the  transcript  of  the  record,  by  which  the  judgment  is  reduced 
below  the  tnie  amount,  is  not  a  ground  for  a  new  suit  for  the 
difference.'  So,  where  a  court  erroneously  sustains  a  demurrer 
to  a  defense,  and  renders  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff, 
when  upon  the  pleadings  judgment  should  have  been  rendered 
for  the  defendant,  such  defendant  cannot  maintain  an  indepen- 
dent action  upon  the  defense  so  disregarded  by  the  court ;  his 
remedy  for  the  erroneous  decision  must  be  sought  in  the  suit  in 
which  it  was  made.* 

§  269.  But  in  order  to  give  a  judgment  this  conclusive  effect, 
it  must  have  been  made  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction, 
upon  the  same  subject-matter,  between  the  same  parties,  and  for 
the  same  purpose,  and  such  a  judgment  between  the  same  parties, 
upon  the  same  point,  is  conclusive  as  a  plea  in  bar,  or  when  given 
in  evidence ;  and  it  makes  no  difference  whether  other  parties 
are  estopped  by  it  or  not,  and  it  is  so  far  conclusive,  although  all 
the  parties  in  interest  may  not  have  been  before  the  court,  that 
its  validity  cannot  be  collaterally  questioned  in  another  tribunal^ 
and  when  it  is  used  as  evidence  its  regularity  cannot  be  inquired 
into,*  in  that  or  any  other  court.      It  cimnot  be  impeached  because 
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of  a  wrong  judgment,  based  upon  an  erroneous  application  of 
legal  principles,  or  insufficient  evidence,  or  that  the  evidence  "Waa 
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233;  Bohart  v.  Atkinson,  14  Ohio,  428; 
Herbert  v.  Smith,  0  Lans.  493;  Goudy 
V.  HaU,  80  111.  109;  Williamson's  Case, 
26  Pa.  St.  9;  Robinson, in  re,6  McLean, 
855;  Goss  v.  McClaren,  17  Tex.  107; 
Dorsey  v.  Thompson,  37  Md.  25 ;  Wyche 
V.  Clapp,  43  Tex.  43;  Malonc's  Ap- 
peal, 79  Pa.  St.  481 ;  Mattingly  v.  Nye, 
8  Wall.  870;  Williams  v.  Sidmouth,  L. 
R.  2  Ex.  284;  CampbeU  v.  Strong,  1 
Hemp.  265;  HoUister  v.  Abbott,  81 N. 
n.  442;  Wall  v.  WaU,  28  Miss.  409; 
Kelly  V.  Mize,  3  Sneed,  59;  Smith  v. 
Abbott,  40  Me.  442;  Hooks  v.  Moses, 
8  Ired.  88;  Kerr  v.  Leigh  ton,  2  Greene, 
(la.)  196;  Estep  v.  Watkins,  1  Bland, 
486;  Hayes  v.  Ford,  55  Ind.  52;  Diehl 
V.  Paige,  2  Green  Oh.  143;  Maxwell  v. 
Pittenjer,  2  Green,  156;  Jones  v. 
Read,  Humph.  335;  Day  v.  Kerr,  7 
Miss.  426;  Supervisors  v.  U.  8.,  4 
Wall.  435;  Annett  v.  Terry,  85  N.  Y. 
256;  Blystone  v.  Blystone,  51  Pa.  St. 
378;  Cadmus  V.  Jackson,52  Pa.  St.  295; 
Brown  v.  Christie,  27  Tex.  73;  Lawler 
▼.  White,  27  Ter.  250;  Watson  v.  Hop- 
kins, 27  Tex.  637;  Shaw,  in  re,  7 
Ohio  S.  81;  Hampson  v.  Weare,  4  la. 
13;  Bridges  v.  Nicholson,  20  Ga.  90; 
Harrison  v.  Pender,  Bnsb.  L.  (N.  C.) 
78;  Harrison  v.  Simmons,  Busb.  L.  (N. 
C.)  80;  Woodward  v.  Hill,  6  Wis. 
143;  Nash  v.  Church,  10  Wis.  808; 
Doty  V.  Brown,  4  N.  Y.  71;  Warner 
V.  Mullane,  23  Wis.  450;  McLoud  v. 
Silby,  10  Conn.  890;  Minor  v.  Walter, 
17  Mass.  287;  Lewis  v.  Simonton,  8 
Humph.  185;  Cochran  v.  Loring,  17 


Ohio,  409;  Gordon  v.    Baltimore,  5> 
Gill,  281;  Wallus  v.  Muuroe,  17  Md. 
501;  Appleton  v.  Bowles,  9  B.  R  354; 
Cooper  V.   Reynolds,  10  Wall.   308; 
Lee  V.  Kingsbury,  13  Tex.  68;  Jack- 
son V.  De  Lancy,  18  Johns.  587;  JjOt- 
ing  V.  Mansfield,  17  Miss.  394;  Gird- 
ley    V.     Harraden,     14    Mass.    496; 
Batchclder  v.  Robinson,  6  N.  H.  12; 
Kent  V.  Kent,  2  Mass.  328;  McNiel  v. 
Bright,  4  Mass.  282;  Briggs  v.  Rich- 
mond,10Pick.  391;  State  v.  8t.Gemme, 
31  Mo.  230;  Loring  v.  Bridge,  9  Mass. 
124;  Eastman  v.    Curtis,   4  Vt.    61G; 
Suckett  V.  Gwatlimey,  Litt.  Sel.  Caa. 
121;  De  Forest  v.  Strong,  8  Conn.  513; 
Wallace  v.  Usher,  4  Bibb,  508;  Taylor 
V.  McKnight,  1  Mo.  282;  Robinson  v. 
Jones,  8  Miss.  536;  McNeil  v.  Bright, 
4  Mass.  282;  Hay  good  v.  McKoon,  49 
Mo.  79;  Woods  v.  Lee,  21  La.  Ann. 
505;  Ward  v.  Hudspeth,  44  Ala.  315 
McCauley  v.   Harvey,  49  Cal.    497 
Buckley  v.  Andi^ws,  39  Conn.  524 
Fowler  v.  Gordon,  24  La,  Ann.  270 
Leaverton  v.  Leaverton,  40  Tex.  218 
Rowe  V.  Parson,  13  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Ct.   838;   Pollock    v.  Buie,  43  Miss. 
140;  Moorhead  v.  Commonwealth,  1 
Grant's  Cas.  214;  Wowl  v.  Wilson,  4 
Houst.  94;  Richardson  v.   Hazleton, 
101   Mass.  108;   Harvey  v.  Tyler,   2 
Wall,  828;  Lyon  v.   Odom,  81  Ala. 
234;  Succession  of  Gorrison,  15  La. 
27;  Legee  v.  Thomas,  3  Blatch.  C.  C. 
11;  Johnson  v.  Alden,  15  La.  Ann. 
505;  George  v.  Norris.  28  Ark.  121; 
Stovall  V.  Banks,  10  Wall.  683;  Satter- 
lec  V.  Bliss,  86  Cal.  489;  Ivcrson  v.  Lo- 
berg,  26  111.  179;  Vanderpoei  v.  Van 
Valkenburgh,  6  N.  Y.  190;  Saltonstall 
V.  Riley,   28    Ala.    164;    Milford   v. 
Holbrook,  9  Allen,  17;  Farr  v.  Ladd, 
37  Vt.    158;    Haynes    v.    Meeks,   10 
Cal.     110  ;      Cailletan    v.     Ingouf, 
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false,'  or  for  the  reason  that  the  writ  and  service  were  defective^ 
being  a  jarisdictional  question.  The  question  of  the  sufficiency 
of  service,  or  whether  property  attached  was  subjected  to  seizure 
is  one  of  jurisdiction.  A  judicial  determination  of  jurisdiction 
is  binding  upon  the  parties  until  set  aside  or  reversed  in  a  direct 
proceeding.*  The  judgment  of  a  court  of  superior  jurisdiction 
may  be  collaterally  attacked  upon  the  ground  that  the  court  ren- 


14  La.  Ann.  628;  Sturdy  v.  Jaco- 
way,  19  Ark.  499;  Dixeyv.  Laning, 
49  Pa.  St.  14;  Wimberly  v.  Hurst,  88 
111.  166;  Peterman  y.  Watkins,  19 
Ga.  158;  BarClett  v.  Russell,  41  Ga. 
196;  Frost  y.  McLeod,  19  La.  Ann. 
69;  Semple  v.  Wright,  82  CaL  669; 
Lamprey  v.  Niidd,  29  N.  H.  299; 
Finneran  y.  Leonard,  7  Allen,  54; 
Hendrickson  v.  Norcross,  19  N.  J.  Eq. 
417;  State  \,  Tucker,  22  la.  224;  Clark 
v.  Bryan,  16  Md.  171;  Woodman  v. 
Smith,  87  Me.  21;  Billings  y.  Bussell, 
28  Pa.  St.  189;  Cyphert  y.  McClure,  22 
Pa.  St.  195;  Reed  y.  Wright,  2  Greene, 
(la.)  15;  Chamberlain  y.  Carlisle,  26 
N.  H.  560;  Lynch  y.  Swanton,  58  Mo. 
100;  Loye  y.  Waltz,  7  Cal.  260;  Moore 
y.  Felker,  7  Pla.  44;  Hopkmson  y. 
Shelton,  1  Ala.  808;  Perry  y.  Lewis,  49 
Miss.  448;  Whitehurst  y.  Rogers,  88 
Md.  808;  Briggs  y.  Bowen,  60  K.  T. 
454;  Halldcky.  Deming,  69  N.  Y.  288; 
OaUahan  y.  Griswold,  9  Mo.  784; 
Sturgess  y.  Rogers,  26  Ind.  1;  Lucas 
y.  San  Francisco,  28  Cal.  591 ;  Round- 
tree  V.  Turner,  86  Ala.  665;  Tracy  y. 
Merrill,  108  Mass.  280;  Degelos  y. 
Woolfold,21  La.  Ann.  706;  Durnford, 
Succeseion  of,  1  La.  Ann.  92;  Lefeyre 
y.  Montilly,  1  La.  Ann.  42;  McDonald 
y.  Gregory,  41  Iowa,  18;  Stoddard  y. 
Burton,  41  Iowa,  582;  Smith  y.  Way, 
9  Allen,  472;  Hanscomb  y.  Hewes,  12 
Gray,  882;  Huntington  y.  Smith,  25 
Ind.  466;  Buell  y.  Trustees,  11  Barb. 
602;  State  y.  Beloit,  20  Wis.  79;  Dun- 
liam  y.  Wilfong,  69  Mo.  865;  Will- 
iams y.  Sidmouth,  «&c.  Co.,  L.  R  2 


Ezchq.  281;  Gorman,  in  re,  124  Mass. 
190. 

»  Fisk  y.  Miller.  20  Tex.  679;  Dil- 
ling  y.  Murray,  6  Ind  824;  Cooley  y. 
Smith,  17  Iowa,  29;  Steyenson  y. 
Bonesteel,  80  Iowa,  286;  Stewart  y. 
Nunemaker,  2  Ind.  47;  Martin  v.  Por- 
ter, 4  Heisk.  407. 

'  Marton  y.  Barron,  87  Mo.  566; 
Dutton  y.  Hobson,  7  Ks.  196 ;  Arm- 
strong y.  Grant,  7  Es.  286  ;  Bank 
y.  Eldridge,  28  Conn.  666;  Draper 
y.  Bryson,  17  Mo.  71;  Seely  y. 
Reid,  8  Iowa,  874  ;  Campbell  y. 
Hays,  41  Miss.  561;  Ciizer  y.  Goi- 
ren,  41  Miss.  568;  Bonsai  I  y.  Isett, 
14  Iowa,  809;  WhitweU  v.  Barbier, 
7  Cal.  54;  Norton  y.  Harding,  8  Or. 
861;  Hotchkiss  y.  Cutting,  14  Minn. 
687;  Bates  y.  Spooner,  45  Ind.  489; 
Dequindre  y.  Williams,  81  Ind.  444; 
Bragg  y.  Lorio,  1  Woods,  209;  Reilly 
y.  Lancaster,  89  Cal.  854;  Brown  y. 
Nichols,  42  N.  T.  26;  Kirby  y.  Fitz- 
gerald, 81  N.  Y.  417;  R  R.  Co.  y. 
Sparhawk,  1  Allen,  448;  Bumstead  y. 
Bumstead,  81  Barb.  661;  Wall  y. 
Clark.  19  Tex.  821;  Smith  y.  State,  6 
Tex.  578;  Cody  y.  Hough,  20  111.  48; 
Landes  y.  Brant,  10  How.  848;  State 
V.  CuUer,  18  Md.  418;  Kipp  y.  Fuller- 
ton,  4  Minn.  473;  Branson  y.  Car- 
uthers,  49  Cal.  875;  Cole  y.  Butler,  48 
Me.  401;  Doyle  y.  Smith,  1  Cold.  16; 
Duer  y.  Thweatt,  39  Ga.  678;  Lawler's 
Heirs  y.  White,  27  Tex.  260;  Watson 
y.  Hopkins,  27  Tex.  687;  Bennett  y. 
Child,  19  Wi&  862;  Callen  y.  Ellison, 
18  Ohio,  446;  Peters  y.  Leange,  la 
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dering  snch  jadgment  bad  not  jurisdiction  of  the  action.  Bat 
Bueh  facts  or  circumstances  only  can  be  shown  or  relied  on,  in 
support  of  such  attack,  as  affirmati^elj  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
record,  or  what,  under  the  law  as  it  read  at  the  date  of  the  judg- 
ment, constituted  the  judgment- roll.  Where  a  judgment  recites 
the  fact  that  the  defendant  has  been  duly  served  with  process, 
this  is  a  direct  adjudication  bj  the  court  upon  the  point,  and  is  as 
<;oucIusive  on  the  parties  as  any  other  fact  decided  in  the  cause, 
provided  it  does  not  aflSrmatively  appear  from  other  portions  of 
the  record  constituting  the  judgment-roll,  that  the  recital  is 
untrue.  The  presumption  is  in  favor  of  the  jurisdiction  and  of 
the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  of  courts  of  superior  or  general, 
jurisdiction,  whether  their  proceedings  be  according  to  the  course 
of  the  common  law  or  governed  by  statute  law,  and  whether  they 
-are  founded  on  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  tbe^  defendants 
acquired  by  making  actual  or  constructive  service  of  the  summons 
on  him.  But  no  such  presumptions  arise  in  favor  of  *the  juris- 
diction or  regularity  of  the  proceedings  of  courts  of  inferior  or 
limited  jurisdiction.  The  record  of  a  court  of  superior  jurisdiction 
imports  absolute  verity ;  it  cannot  be  collaterally  attacked  by  proof 
^iunde}  If  the  court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  and 
the  parties,  it  is  altogether  immaterial  how  grossly  irregular  or 


^d.  58;  Stephenson  v.  Newcomb,  6 
Uarring.  150;  Fanington  ▼.  King,  1 
Bradf.  182;  Bostic  v.  Love.  16  Cal. 
69;  Otis  V.  The  Rio  Grande,  1  Woods, 
279;  Nethcrland  v.  Johnson,  5  Lea, 
840;  Dunham  v.  Wilfong,  69  Mo.  855; 
State  Y.  Holmes,  69  Ind.  577;  Prescott 
V,  Fisher,  23  lU.  890;  Hunter  v. 
Stoneburner,  92  111.  75. 

>  Sears  v.  Terry,  26  Conn.  273;  Ran- 
oul  y.  Grifie,  8  Md.  54;  Evans  v. 
Ashby,  22  Ind.  15;  Bay  v.  Cook,  81 
111.  886;  Wright  v.  Marsh,  2  Greene, 
<Ia.)  94  ;  Baraey  v.  Chittenden,  2 
•Greene  (la.)  165  ;  Pease  v.  Whitten, 
81  Maine,  117;  Warden  v..  Eichbaimi, 
8  Grant  Cas.  42;  Bank  v.  Munford,  8 
Grant  Cas.  282  ;  Wiley  v.  Kelsey,  9 
Ga.  117;  West  v.  Nixon,  8  Grant  Cas. 
286;  Hahnv.  Kelly.  84  Cal.  891;  Mul- 


ford  V.  Estudillo,  24  Cal.  94 ;  McCau- 
ley  V.  Fulton,  44  Cal  855;  Thaxton  v. 
Williamson,  72  N.  C.  125;  Lewis  v. 
Armstrong,  45  Ga.  181;  Delong  v. 
Fort,  45  Ga.  122;  Mangham  v.  Reed, 
11  Ga.  137;  Cochran  v.  Davis,  20  Ga. 
681;  White  V.  Landaflf,  85  N.  H.  128; 
Moore  V.  Robison,  6  Ohio,  802;  Green- 
law V.  Kernahan,  4  Sneed,  871 ;  Clif- 
ford V.  Plumer,  45  N.  H.  269;  Norton 
V.  Harding,  8  Or.  861 ;  Witt  v.  Russey. 
10  Humph.  208  ;  Martin  v.  McLean, 
40  Mo.  861;  Cadmus  v.  Jackson,  fi2 
Pa.  St.  295;  Carrick  v.  Armstrong, 
2  Cold.  265;  Schley  v.  Dixon,  24  Ga. 
278  ;  McFeeley  v.  Osborn,  19  La.  An. 
471 ;  Friedlander  v.  Loncks,  84  Cal. 
18;  Alexander  v.  Nelson,  42  Ala.  462; 
Willard  v.  Whitney,  49  Me.  235;  Mo* 
Daniel  v.   Fox,  77  111.  848;  Swearin 
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manifestly  erroneous  its  proceedings  may  have  been;  its  final 
order  cannot  be* regarded  as  a  nullity,  and  cauiiot,  therefore,  be 
collaterally  impeached.*  And  this  even  where  the  judgment 
would  without  question  be  revereed  on  appeal.'  Where  the 
record  of  a  decree  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  is  offered 
in  evidence,  every  presumption  is  to  be  indulged  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  facts  on  which  it  was  founded,  and  which  appear 
of  record.'  Thus,  in  a  case  of  a  sale  of  mortgaged  premises 
under  a  decree  in  equity,  the  regularity  of  the  sale  cannot  be  called 
into  question  in  a  collateral  suit  ^  and  so  conclusive  is  their  effect 
that  even  the  courts,  rendering  them  are  estopped  from  annulling 
their  final  decrees  or  judgments,  either  for  error  of  fact  or  law, 
after  the  term  at  which  they  are  rendered,  unless  it  be  for  a  cler- 
ical error,  or  to  reinstate  a  cause  dismissed  by  mistake ;  and  a 


gen  T.  Gulick,  67  111.  208  ;  Mobley  v. 
Mobley,  9  Ga.  247;  FuUer  y.  Smith,  6 
Jones  £q.  192. 

>  Sheldon  y.  Newton,  8  Ohio,  494  ; 
Tallman  y.  McCarty,  11  Wis.  401  ; 
Stanford  y.  Bradford,  45  Ga.  97;  Bar- 
ron y.  Tart,  18  Ala.  668;  Breeze  y. 
Doyle,  19  Cal.  101;  Gregg  y.  Forsyth, 
24  How.  179;  Turner  y.  Ireland,  11 
Humph.  447 ;  Bennett  y.  Couchman, 
48  Barb.  73;  Pendleton  y.  Weed,  17 
N.  Y.  72;  Clark  y.  Bryan.  16  Md.  171; 
Lutes  y.  Alpaugh,28  N.  J.  L.  165;  Bur- 
ton y.  Warren,  11  la.  1G6;  Cameron 
y.  Boyle,  2  Greene  (la.)  154;  Delaney 
y.  Beade,  4  la.  292;  Lind  y.  Adams, 
10  la.  898;  Hoilertbert  y.  Elink- 
hardt.  68  HI.  450 ;  Bank  y.  Hum- 
phreys, 47  BL  227;  McBane  y. 
People,  50  Dl.  503;  Mylar  y.  Hughes, 
60  Mo.  105;  Winston  y.  Aifalter,  49 
Mo.  263;  Dickerman  y.  Powell,  21 
Ga.  148;  Alderson  y.  Bell,  9  Cal.  815 ; 
Coley.  ConoUy.  16  Ala.  271;  Fuller  y. 
Smith,  5  Jones  £q.  192;  Fisher  y. 
Williams,  56  Vt.  586  ;  Ottenon  y. 
Middleton,  102  Pa.  St.  78;  Wood- 
house  y.  Freebdates,  77  Ya.  817; 
Winbish  y.  Breeden.  77  Va.  824;  Mor- 
ris y.  Gentry,  89  N.  0.  248;  Darby  y. 


Shannon,  19  S.  C.  526;  Martin  y.  Hall, 
70  Ala.  421;  Black  y.  Pattison,  61 
Miss.  599;  Denni  y.  EUiott,  60  Tex. 
887;  Frisby  y.  Withers,  61  Tex.  184; 
McCormack  y.  Eimmell,  4  111.  App. 
121;  Shevely  y.  Welch,  20  F.  R  28; 
Linehan  y.  Hathaway,  54  Cal.  251; 
Long  y.  Breneman,  59  Tex.  210. 

'  Jefferson  Coimty  y.  Reltz,  56  Pa. 
St.  44;  Cassell  y.  Scott,  17  Ind.  514; 
Crutchfield  y.  State,  24  Ga.  885;  Thou- 
yenin  y.  Rodrigues,  24  Tex.  468; 
Carry.  Miner,  42  Ul.  179;  Jenness  y. 
Berry,  17  N.  H.  549;  Superyisors  v. 
U.  S.,  4  Wallace,  485;  Bond  y.  Pa- 
checo,  80  Cal.  580;  Ferguson  y.  Eum- 
ler,  11  Minn.  104;  Joyce  y.  McAyoy, 
81  Cttl.  273;  Yaple  y.  Titus,  41  Pa.  St. 
195;  Finneran  y.  Leonard,  7  Allen, 
54;  Linehan  y.  Hatheway,  54  Cal. 
251. 

*  Hardy  y.  Gholson,  26  Miss.  70; 
Thompson  y.  McKinley.  47  Pa.  St. 
853;  Wilson  y.  Wilson,  18  Ala.  176; 
State  y.  Byers,  84  Mo.  188;  Hays  y. 
Ford,  55  Ind.  52;  Bottorf  y.  Wise,  58 
Ind.  82;  Alexander  y.  Enox,  6  Saw* 
yer,  54  ;  CJoldsby  y.  Goldsby,  67  Ala, 
560. 

*  Gartside  y.  Outley,  58  111:  210. 
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final  decree  in  chancery  is  as  conclusive  as  a  judgment  at  law/ 
But  a  judgment  for  a  defendant  on  the  plea  of  the  statute  of 
limitations  is  not  necessarilj  a  bar  to  another  action  on  the  same 
contract  in  another  State.' 

§  270.  There  are  many  reasons  why  the  plea  of  res  ac^ttdi- 
caia  should  be  more  cautiously  received  under  the  Oode  system 
of  pleadings,  than  is  or  was  necessary  under  the  common  law 
system  of  pleading.  The  want  of  certainty  in  the  system  of 
pleading  under  the  Code  renders  it  not  unfrequently  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  determine  what  issues  have  been  joined,  and 
the  precise  rights  which  have  been  adjudicated.  The  united  law 
and  equity  jurisdiction  enables  parties  litigant  to  embrace  in  the 
same  suit  more  than  one  cause  of  action  or  defense,  which  would 
be  incongruous  and  inadmissible  under  a  different  system,  and 
perhaps  the  widest  range  known  to  any  system  tolerated  in  the 
form  and  scope  of  code  pleadings.  Parties  who  have  several 
causes  or  rights  of  action  against  the  same  party,  of  different  and 
distinct  character,  are  not  compelled  to  unite  them  in  the  same 
suit,  on  penalty  of  being  barred  as  to  those  not  included  ;  nor,  is 
this  the  meaning  of  that  well-settled  principle,  that  a  judgment 
or  decree  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  is  final  and  conclu- 
sive, not  only  as  to  every  matter  determined,  but  also  as  to  every 
other  matter  which  the  parties  might  litigate  in  the  cause,  and 
which  they  might  have  had  decided  ;  nor  does  the  rule  apply  so 
as  to  defeat  a  trial  upon  the  merits  because  of  a  former  suit 
between  the  same  parties,  upon  the  same  subject-matter,  where 
no  adjudication  upon  the  merits  is  sought  or  prayed  for  by  either 
party,  in  which  a  judgment  upon  a  general  exception  was  ren- 
dered, merely  dissolving  an  injunction  which  had  been  previously 
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» Harpendingv.Wylie,13  Bush,  158; 
Lane  v.  Wheelers,  46  Miss.  666;  Cot- 
tea  Y.  McQehee,54  Miss.  621;  Graham 
V.  Parham,  82  Ark.  676  ;  Robinson  y. 
Brown,  82  111.  279;  Norman  v.  Burns, 
67  Ala.  248;  Waring  v.  Lewis,  53  Ala. 
615;  King  v.  Smith,  15  Ala.  270; 
Watts  T.  Gayle,  20  Ala.  826;  Allman 
V.  Owen,  81  Ala.  167;  Duckworth  y. 


Duckworth,  85  Ala.  70  ;  Otis  v.  Dar- 
gan,  58  Ala.  178  ;  Brooks  v.  An- 
kenny,  7  Oreg.  461;  Powers  v.  Bank, 
129  Mass.  44;  Mc Williams  v.  Monell, 
23  Hun,  162;  Price  v.  Dewey,  6  Saw- 
yer, 493;  Norwood  v.  Kirby,  70  Ala. 
897;  Caldwell  v.  White,  77  Mo.  471. 

•  Wright  V.  Bodlcy,  14  PeU  156; 
Bank  v.  Donnally,  8  Pet.  861 ;  See  alao 
Gudger  v.  Barnes,  4  Heisk.  570. 
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awarded  against  a  third  party  having  no  interest  in  the  salt,  and 
awarding  costs,  &c.  The  Code  system  of  pleading  does  not  by 
any  means  favor  a  multiplicity  of  suits,  and  when  the  proper  par- 
ties are  brought  before  them,  the  courts  will  hear  and  finally 
determine  all  the  rights  of  the  parties  touching  the  snbject-mat* 
ter,  if  properly  presented,  whether  such  was  the  original  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  or  not ;  but,  if  neither  party  demands  a  judg- 
ment upon  the  merits  of  the  respective  rights  claimed,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  court  appears  to  have  been  rendered  upon  the 
merits  of  a  mere  preliminary  question,  it  would  be  rendering 
harsh  injustice,  and  make  justice  and  equity  a  species  of  tyranny 
utterly  antago'bistic  to  the  signification  of  those  terms. 

§  271.  Oases  to  which  the  doctrine  of  res  adjuMcata  is  appli- 
cable fall  properly  into  two  classes :  those  in  which  a  controverted 
fact  is  judicially  established  upon  the  evidence  by  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction ;  those  in  which  the  facts  alleged  are  not 
controverted,  but  admitted  by  demurrer.  The  former  class  may 
be  used  as  estop|)els  in  any  other  of  a  not  higher  nature  between 
the  parties  as  to  any  fact  directly  in  issue  and  decided ;  the  lat- 
ter can  merely  be  used  as  a  bar  to  a  second  suit  for  the  same 
cause.  There  are  cases  to  be  found  in  which  it  is  questioned 
whether  a  former  judgment  can  be  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  action, 
even  for  the  same  cause,  if  it  appears  that  the  prior  judgment, 
was  rendered  on  demurrer.  It  makes  no  difference  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  principle,  whether  the  facts  upon  which  the  court 
proceeded  were  proved  by  competent  evidence  or  whether  they 
were  confessed  or  admitted  by  the  parties ;  an  admission  even  by 
way  of  demurrer  to  a  pleading  in  which  facts  are  alleged,  is  just 
as  available  to  the  opposite  pai*ty  as  if  the  admission  was  made 
ore  teauB  before  a  jury.' 

§  372.  Whether  general  or  special,  a  demurrer  admits  all  such 
matters  of  fact  as  are  sufficiently  pleaded,  and  to  that  extent  it  is 
a  direct  admission  that  the  facts  as  alleged  are  true.  Where  the 
objection  is  to  matter  of  substance,  a  general  demurrer  is  suffi- 

>  Bouchard  ▼.  Diaz,  8  Den.  244;  West,7Wall.  99;  Qoodrichv.Chicago^ 
Perkins  v.  Moore,  16  Ala.  17;  Robinson  5  Wall.  678;  Beloit  v.  Morgan,  7  WalL 
T.  Howard,  6  Cal.  428;  Aurora  v.     619. 
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cient ;  but  where  it  is  to  matter  of  form  only,  a  special  demnrrer 
is  necessary.  Demurrers  are  either  general  or  special :  general, 
when  no  particular  cause  is  alleged  ;  special,  when  the  particular 
imperfection  is  pointed  out  and  insisted  upon  as  the  ground  of 
demurrer.  The  former  will  suffice  when  the  pleading  is  defec- 
tive in  substance,  and  the  latter  is  requisite  where  the  objection 
is  only  to  the  form  of  the  pleading.  The  meaning  of  this  rule 
is,  that  the  party,  having  had  his  option  whether  to  plead  or 
demur,  shall  be  taken,  in  adopting  the  latter  alternative,  to  admit 
that  he  has  no  ground  for  denial  or  traverse.  It  is,  therefore,  an 
admission  that  the  facts  alleged  are  true.^  And,  therefore,  the 
only  question  for  the  court  is  whether,  assuming  such  facts  to  be 
true,  they  sustain  the  case  of  the  party  by  whom  they  are  alleged ; 
if  the  matter  of  fact  be  not  sufficiently  pleaded  the  demurrer  i& 
no  admission.'  A  demurrer  does  not  admit  the  accuracy  of  an 
alleged  construction  of  an  instrument,  when  the  instrument  is  set 
forth  in  the  record,  if  the  alleged  construction  is  not  supported 
by  the  terms  of  the  instrument.*  Nor  can  a  demurrer  be  held 
to  work  an  admission  that  parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  enlarge 
or  contradict  a  sealed  instrument  which  has  become  a  matter  of 
record  in  a  judicial  proceeding.*  Mere  averments  of  a  legal  con- 
clusion are  not  admitted  by  a  demurrer  unless  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances set  forth  are  sufficient  to  sustain  the  allegation,'  but 


1  Nolan  V.  Geddes,  1  East,  684; 
Oundry  v.  Feltham,  1  T.  R.  884;  Gas 
Co.  V.  Turner.  6  Bing.  N.  0.  824; 
Tyler  v.  Bland.  9  M.  &  W.  838; 
Tancred  v.  Algood,  4  H.  &  X.  488; 
Dillon  V.  Barnard,  21  Wall.  480;  Ford 
V.  Peering,  1  Ves.  Ch.  71;  Lea  v. 
Robeson,  12  Gray,  280;  Redmond  v. 
V.  Dickerson,  0  N.  J.  Eq.  607;  U.  S. 
y.  Ames,  99  U.  8.  45;  Murray  v.  Clar- 
endon, L.  R.  9  Eq.  17;  Nesbitt  v.  Ber- 
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TJstrick,  4  Wash.  0.  0.  487;  Christ- 
man  V.  Russell,  6  Wall.  290. 

*  Duncan  y.  Twhaites,  8  B.  &  0. 
684. 

» Ford  V.  Peering,  1  Ves.  Jr.  78; 
Lea  T.  Robinson,  12  Gray,  280;  Red- 
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Green  v.  Dodge,  1  Ohio,  80. 

*  Beckham  v.  Drake,  9  M.  &  W.  78; 
Humble  v.  Hunter.  L.  R.  12  Q.  B.  816; 
McArdle  v.  Iodine  Co..  15  Ir.  0.  L. 
146;  Sprigg  V.  Bank,  14  Pet.  201;  U. 
S.  y.  Ames.  99  U.  S.  46. 

»  Nesbitt  y.  Berridge,  8  Law  T.  N* 
S.  76;  Murray  y.  Clarendon.  L.  R  & 
Eq.  11 ;  Ellis  y.  Coleman,  26  Beay.  662; 
Robertson  y.  Smith,  18  Johns.  459-,. 
Ward  y.  Johnson.  18  Mass.  148;: 
Cowley  y.  Patch.  120  Mass.  187; 
Smith  y.  Black,  9  S.  &  R  142;  Beltz- 
hooyer  y.  Commonwealth,  1  Watts, 
126;  U.  S.  y.  Ames,  99  U.  S.  45; 
Dillon  y.  Bamaid,  21  Wall.  480; 
Eyan  y.  /L^on,  6  Jur.  N.  S.  1861 ; 
Williams  y.  Stewart,  8  Mer.  472;  Easfc 
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there  is  this  difference  to  be  observed  between  judgments  on 
Terdicts  and  judgments  on  demarrer  :  the  former  are  certain  as 
to  what  was  intended  to  be  decided,  however  inartificially  drawn, 
whereas  the  latter  are  often  of  verj  doubtful  construction,  leav- 
ing it  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  judgment  was  intended 
to  sustain  the  demurrer  as  to  all  matters  demurred  to,  or  only 
partially. 

§  273.  A  judgment  on  demurrer  is  conclusive  of  everything 
necessarily  determined  by  such  judgment ;  such  a  judgment  may 
be  on  the  merits,  and  if  so,  its  effect  is  as  conclusive  as  though 
the  facts  set  forth  in  the  complaint  were  admitted  by  the  parties 
or  established  by  evidence ;  as  no  action  could  be  maintained  by  . 
the  plaintiff  on  the  same  facts  in  case  judgment  be  against  him, 
so,  if  any  court  err  in  sustaining  a  demurrer  and  entering  judg- 
ment for  defendant  thereon,  when  the  complaint  is  suflScient,  the 
judgment  is  nevertheless  on  the  merits.  It  is  final  and  conclu- 
sive until  reversed  on  appeal.  Thus  in  an  action  by  the  State 
against  four  defendants,  claiming  damages  for  a  fraudulent  com- 
bination and  conspiracy  in  obtaining  a  contract  from  the  State, 
it  appeared  on  the  trial  that  the  State  had  commenced  a  previous 
action  against  two  of  them  for  the  same  cause,  in  which  a  de- 
murrer was  interposed  by  the  defendants  upon  three  grounds, 
two  of  the  grounds  not  going  to  the  merits  of  the  action,  and 
the  other  involving  the  merits,  and  judgment  had  been  rendered 
for  the  defendants  on  the  demurrer;  the  judgment  was  a  bar  to 
the  present  action.  The  acts  of  the  two  defendants  set  out  in 
the  complaint  in  such  former  action  being  identically  the  same 
as  those  contained  in  the  complaint  in  the  second  action,  and 
charged  therein  as  done  in  confederacy  and  combination  with  the 
additional  defendants  in  the  second  action,  not  sued  in  the  for- 
mer. The  two  additional  defendants  not  previously  sued  being 
in  privity  with  the  two  defendants  in  the  former  action,  the 
estoppel  in  their  favor  was  just  as  effectual  as  in  favor  of  the 
two  defendants  in  the  former  action.'  A  judgment  rendered  on 
demurrer  to  the  declaration,  or  to  a  material   pleading,  setting 

India  Ck>.  v.  Henchman,  1  Yes.  Jr.  291;     Co.,  91  U.  S.  626. 

Penfold  V.  Nunn,  5  Sim.  406;  Earle        '  People  v.  Stephens,  61  How.  P 

T.  Holt»  6  Hare,  180;  Gould  v.  R  R.     286. 
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forth  the  facts,  is  eqaalfj  conclasive  of  the  matters  coDfeseed  by 
the  demnrrer  as  a  verdict  finding  the  facts  would  be,  since  the 
matters  in  controversy  are  established  in  the  former  case,  as  well 
as  in  the  latter,  by  matter  of  record  :  as  to  the  facts  thus  estab* 
lished  they  can  never  after  bo  contested  between  the  same  parties 
or  their  privies.  If  the  judgment  is  rendered  for  the  defendant 
on  demurrer  to  the  declaration,  or  to  a  material  pleading  in  chief, 
\  the  plaintiff  can  never  after  maintain  against  the  same  defendant, 
or  his  privies,  any  similar  or  coucnirent  action  for  the  same  cause 
upon  the  same  grounds  as  were  disclosed  in  the  first  declaration ; 
for  the  reason  that  the  judgment  upon  such  demurrer  determines 
the  merits  of  the  cause,  and  a  final  judgment  deciding  the  right 
must  put  an  end  to  the  dispute,  else  the  litigation  would  be  end- 
less.' But  if  the  plaintiff  fails  on  demurrer  in  his  fii*8t  action 
from  the  omission  of  an  essential  allegation  in  his  declaration 
which  is  fully  supplied  in  his  second  suit,  the  judgment  in  the 
first  action  is  no  bar  to  the  second,  although  the  respective 
actions  were  instituted  to  enforce  the  same  right;  for  the  reason 
that  the  merits  of  that  cause,  as  disclosed  in  the  second  declara- 
tion, were  not  heard  and  decided  in  the  first. 

§  274.  A  judgment  upon  demurrer  is  a  bar  to  another  action 
between  the  same  parties  upon  the  same  facts,  the  sufficiency  of 
which  was  put  in  issue  by  the  demurrer.*  If  it  appears  by  the 
record  that  the  point  in  controversy  was  necessarily  decided  in 


» Ferrer  v.  Ardcn,2Cro.  Eliz.  668; 
Ferrers'  Case,  6  Co.  7;  Bouchard  v. 
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bell, 2  W.  pi.  831;  Nowlan  v.  Ged- 
des,  lEast,  634;  Goodrich  v.  Chicago, 
5  Wall.  573;  Rex  v.  Kingston,  20  St. 
Trials,  588;  Ricardo  v.  Garcias,  12 
CI.  &  F.  400;  Gilman  v.  Rivea,  10 
Pet.  298;  Richardson  v.  Barton,  24 
How.  188;  Jordan  v.  Faircloth,  84 
Ga.  47;  McGinnis  v.  Judges.  80  Ga. 
47;  Spiccr  v.  U.  S.,  5  Ct.  of  CI.  84; 
Stowell  V.  Chamberlain,  60  N.  Y. 
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the  first  8ait|  whether  upon  a  demurrer  or  the  facts  in  issue,  it 
cannot  be  again  considered  in  any  subsequent  suit/  Where  a 
demurrer  to  a  bill  in  equity  is  overruled,  and  the  court  take 
under  advisement,  the  kind  of  decree   to  be  entered,  the  suffi- 

0  ciency  of  the  bill  is  re^  adjudwoitaj  and  no  longer  open  to  dis- 
cussion."    Thus,  where  a  petition  on  a  cause  of  action,  appearing 

.  on  its  face  to  be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  is  demurred 
to  for  that  reason,  and  the  demurrer  sustained,  and  another  suit 
is  subsequently  brought  upon  the  same  cause  of  action,  the  peti- 
tion therein  alleging  facts,  showing  that  the  statute  of  limitations 
has  not  run,  the  latter  suit  cannot  be  maintained,  as  the  judgment 
upon  the  demurrer  in  the  fii*st  suit,  although  error,  was  a  former 
adjudication  and  a  bar  to  any  o^her  suit.' 

In  a  judgment  on  demurrer,  if  the  reason  to  be  collected 
from  the  record  appears  to  have  been  matter  of  form,  it  cannot 
be  pleaded  in  bar;^  when  a  judgment  that  is  rendered  on  de- 
murrer and  the  parties  are  still  left  in  court,  it  must  be  obvious 
that  such  a  judgment  cannot  be  available  as  an  estoppel,  nor  pre- 
clude a  trial  on  the  merits.' 

§  275.  The  conclusive  efEect  of  a  judicial  decision  cannot  be 
extended  by  argument,  inference  or  implication,  to  matters  which 
were  not  actually  heard  or  determined.'    In  one  case'  the  matter 


Ind.  866;  Smith  v.  Homsby,  70  Ga. 
IS52;  Tsnkeraley  y.  Pettis,  71  Ala.  179; 
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Howard,  5  Cal.  428;  Gerrishv.  Brewer, 
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in  controversy  was  whether  the  defendant  had  obstracted  the 
-working  of  a  mill  by  building  and  raising  a  dam ;  the  coart  held 
that  he  could  not  escape  from  the  estoppel  of  a.  former  judgment 
in  regard  to  the  same  mill,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  obtained 
a  yerdict  and  judgment  in  another  action  brought  by  the  plaint- 
iff for  an  injury  alleged  to  have  been  occasioned  to  another  mill 
for  the  same  cause ;  evidence  was  adduced  that  the  mills  were 
both  on  the  same  level,  and  that  one  could  not  have  been  injured 
or  interfered  with  by  the  water  backing  on  it,  unless  the  other  wafr 
likewise  injured,  for  the  reason  that  such  an  inference  might  be 
probable  or  certain ;  still  while  there  was  no  inconsistency  in  the 
verdicts,  they  were  each  conclusive  in  its  own  sphere.  The 
celebrated  case  of  the  Duches^  of  Kingston  is  probably  as 
familiar  to  every  practitioner  who  has  ever  had  an  action  in 
which  the  question  of  estoppel  arose,  as  Blackstone  or  Kent's 
Commentaries;  in  fact,  it  is  the  leading  case  on  the  question  of 
estoppels  by  record,  and  from  it,  has  been  deduced  the  well- 
settled  and  universal  principle  that  a  judgment  is  not  evidence 
of  any  matter  which  came  collaterally  in  question,  nor  of  any 
matter  incidentally  cognizable,  nor  of  any  matter  to  be  inferred 
by  argument  from  the  judgment ;  and  there  are  no  exceptions  to 
the  rule.'  Collateral  or  incidental  questions  which  must  natur* 
ally  arise  in  and  during  the  litigation  of  every  controversy  do  not 
become  a  part  of  the  action  by  being  given  in  evidence,  or  be- 
cause they  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  court ;  while,  on  the 


>  Wood  V.  Jackson,  8  Wend.  86; 
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Lavender,  66  GkL  228;  Davenport  y. 
Barrett,  61  Ind.  329;  Ehle  v.  Bingh- 
ham,  7  Barb.  494;  Wales  y.  Lyon,  2 
Mich.  276;  Walker  v.  Fuller,  29  Ark. 
448;  Cannon  v.  Brame,  45  Ala.  262; 
Ihmsen  v.Ormsby,82  Pa.  St.  198;  Tarns 
Y.  Lewis,  42  Pa.  St.  482;  Lore  y.  Tru- 
man, 10  Ohio  S.  45;  LsntZY.  Wallace, 
16  Pa.  St  412;  Martin  y.  Gernandt,  19 
Pa.  St.  121;  Finley  v.  Hanbest,  30  Pa. 
St.  190  ;  Hibbshman  v.  Duleban,  4 
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contrary,  matters  that  are  and  might  be  well  pleaded,  and,  if 
they  were,  would  constitute  a  good  plea,  are  neithemncidental 
or  collateral,  and  constitute  an  essential  part  of  the  cause  of 
action  or  defense ;  and  it  is  on  this  ground  that  a  judgment  is 
<;onclusive,  not  only  of  the  right  which  it  affirms  or  denies,  but  of 
all  the  questions  which  were  material  and  necessary  to  be  deter- 
mined during  the  pendency  of  the  litigation.* 

§  276.  A  recovery  in  an  action  of  tort,  without  saMafactiony 
does  not  invest  the  defendant  with  the  title  to  the  property,  and 
'Consequently  is  no  estoppel  in  a  subsequent  action  of  the  same 
kind  against  one  who  claims  under  him.*  Thus,  in  trespass,  or 
for  torts  generally,  nothing  is  conclusively  settled  but  the  point 
or  points  directly  in .  issue.  Thus  in  trespass,  upon  not  guilty 
pleaded,  the  title  is  not  concluded,  though  if  the  title  is  put  in 
issue  by  a  plea  of  soil  or  freehold,  the  verdict  will  be  conclusive 
on  the  title  in  another  action  of  trespass  for  an  injury  done  to 
the  same  land.  So,  in  actions  on  the  case  for  interruptions  of 
rights  and  other  easements ;  on  the  general  issue,  the  title  is  not 
settled,  though  if  the  defendant  plead  a  title  in  bar,  and  issue  is 
taken  on  it,  the  verdict  will  settle  that  point  for  future  actions.' 

When  a  judgment  is  used  in  pleading  as  a  technical  estoppel, 
or  relied  upon  by  way  of  evidence  as  something  conclusive,  j?^ 
se^  between  the  parties,  it  must  appear  by  the  record  of  the  prior 
suit  that  the  particular  controversy  so  sought  to  be  precluded 
was  there  necessarily  tried  and  determined.  If  in  such  cases  the 
record  shows  that  such  judgment  could  not  have  been  rendered 
without  deciding  a  particular  matter,  it  will  be  considered  as 


^  Garwood  v.  Qarwood,  20  Cal.  521; 
£ing  v.  Chase,  15  N.  H.  9;  Hill  v. 
Morse,  til  Me.  545;  Wood  v.  Jackson, 
3  Wend.  27;  Chamberlain  y.  Qaillard, 
26  Ala.  504;  Jennlson  v.  West  Spring- 
field, 18  Gray,  644;  Roberts  v.  Heim, 
^7  Ala.  618;  Hammer  v.  Griffiths,  1 
Grant  Cas.  198;  Lawrence  v.  Hunt, 
10  Wend.  80;  Tarleton  v.  PoUard, 
25  Ala.  800;  Sawyer  v.  Woodbury, 
7  Gray,  502. 

•  Spivey  v.  Morris,  18  Ala.    254; 


Smith  y.  Alexander,  4  Sneed,  482; 
Drake  v.  Mitchell,  8  East,  251;  Curtis 
V.  Groat,  6  Johns.  168;  Osterhout  y. 
Koberts,  8  Cowen,  43;  Sanderson  v. 
CaldweU,  2  Aik.  208;  Jones  v.  Mc- 
Neil, 2  Port  466. 

»  Standiflh  v.  Parker,  2  Pick.  20; 
Smith  V.  Sherwood,  4  Conn.  282; 
Church  V.  Leavenworth,  4  Conn.  277; 
Richmond  v.  Hays,  2  Pa.  St.  492; 
Richardson  v.  Boston,  19  How.  163; 
Cortlandt  v.  Willis,  19  Ohio,  142; 
Diek  V.  Webster,  6  Wis.  481. 
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having  determined  tnat  particalar  matter  in  all  future  litiga- 
tions, otherwise  nol.  A  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  in  assumpsit 
expressly  determines  that  the  defendant  owes  the  plaintifiE  a  sum 
certain,  which  the  latter  is  entitled  to  recover  bv  execution. 
But,  in  an  action  on  a  note,  if  a  judgment  is  rendered  against 
the  defendant  on  a  plea  of  non  est  factum^  the  judgment  in 
effect  is  not  merely  that  the  plaintiff  shall  recover  the  amount 
found  due  by  the  judgment,  but  that  the  defendant  made  ^he 
note.  If  the  execution  of  a  deed  in  fee  be  put  in  issue  in  an 
action  of  trespass,  and  expressly  found  by  the  jury,  the  verdict 
and  judgment  may  be  relied  upon  as  conclusive  evidence  of  that 
fact  in  the  trial  of  a  real  action  or  writ  of  right  between  the 
same  parties,  for  the  same  estate.  It  becomes  a  fixed  fact  be- 
tween the  parties,  for  all  purposes.^  So  the  construction  given 
to  a  deed  in  a  former  suit,  in  which  the  parties  acquiesced,  and 
from  which  they  took  no  appeal,  is  binding  in  any  subsequent 
suit  between  the  same  parties  growing  out  of  the  same  instru- 
ment.* 

§  277.  It  is  not  the  recovery^  but  the  fnatter  alleged  by  the 
party  on  which  ike  recovery  proceeds^  that  creates  the  estoppel  ;* 
and  it  was  said  that  the  recovery  of  damages  in  one  action  was  not 
only  a  bar  to  another  recovery  for  the  same  injury,  but  the  estop- 
pel went  further,  and  established  the  right  on  which  the  recovery 
was  founded.  In  one  case»  two  notes  had  been  given  for  the  sale 
of  a  vessel ;  on  one  of  the  notes  suit  was  brought  in  the  Marine 
Court  in  the  City  of  New  York,  where  the  defendant  pleaded 
the  general  issue,  and  gave  notice  of  a  total  failure  of  considera- 
tion, because  of  fraud  in  the  sale  of  the  vessel,  and  on  that 
ground  succeeded  in  his  defense.  In  a  subsequent  action  on  the 
other  note,  the  defendant  offered  in  evidence  the  record  of  the 
former  action,  and  the  Supreme  Court  held  that  the  record,  with 
proof  aliunde^  that  the  fraud  in  the  transaction  was  the  ground 
on  which  the  judgment  had  been  rendered,  and  was  conclusive 


>  Sawyer  v.  Woodbury,  7  Gray,  499;     son  v.  Lewis,  20  Ga.  888. 
Scott  V.  Luther,  44  Iowa,  670;  Bell  v.         •  Oureler  v.  R  R.  Ck).,  60  Md.  858. 
McColloch,  81  Ohio  S.  897;  Thew  v.         »  Outram  v.  Morewood,  8  East,  125;. 
Porcelain,  &c.  Co.,  8  S.C.  286;  Ander-     Duncan  ▼.   Holcomb,   26  Ind.    878^ 

Pluker  V.  Herbert,  27  La.  Ann.  284. 
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against  the  plaintiff.N  In  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  conrt, 
Woodworth,  J.,  citing  the  Duchess  of  Kingston's  case,  said, 
"  that  the  role  there  laid  down  had  not  been  departed  from  in  any 
of  the  courts  of  that  State ;  that  from  the  record  of  the  former 
snit,  it  cannot  be  inferred  whether  the  two  snits  were  founded  on 
the  same  or  a  diflFerent  state  of  facts.  It  is  true  that  the  record 
merely  proves  the  pleadings,  and  that  the  judgment  was  rendered 
for  the  defendant ;  without  other  proof,  it  would  not  make  out  a 
defense.  The  record  shows  that  it  was  competent  on  the  trial  to 
establish  the  fraud  of  the  plaintiff;  whether  the  fraud  was 
made  ont,  and  whether  that  was  the  point  upon  which  the 
decision  was  founded,  must  necessarily  be  proved  by  evidence 
extrinsic,  the  record  ;  to  do  so  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  record, 
nor  does  it  impugn  its  verity.  The  jury  must  have  passed  upon 
the  fraud  ;  it  was  directly  in  question.  Scott  testified  that  the 
unseaworthiness  was  not  disclosed  at  the  time  of  the  sale  to  the 
defendant.  The  inquiry  was  then  solely  directed  to  the  question, 
Was  the  vessel  unseaworthy,  and  had  the  plaintiff  knowledge  of 
that  fact  when  he  sold?  By  the  finding  of  the  jury,  both  prop- 
ositions are  affirmed.  The  judgment  became  conclusive  between 
the  parties  on  these  points,  and  is  an  effectual  bar  to  an  action  to 
recover  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money."  So,  when  an  action 
was  prosecuted  to  set  aside  a  contract  on  the  ground  of  fraud, 
and  to  cancel  an  unmatured  note  given  in  pursuance  of  the  con. 
tract,  which  resulted  in  a  judgment  affirming  the  validity  of  the 
contract  and  note ;  in  a  subsequent  action  on  the  note,  the  defend- 
ant is  estopped,  by  the  judgment  in  the  former  action,  from  set- 
ting up  that  the  contract  and  note  were  executed  by  the  parties 
under  a  mutual  mistake."  So,  in  an  action  against  B.,  on  his 
contract  guaranteeing  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  of 
certain  land,  A.  recovered  judgment  for  the  first  installment.  In 
a  subsequent  action  for  the  remaining  ones,  B.  set  up  the  same 
defense  as  in  the  first  suit — that  the  contract  was  induced  by  fraud- 
ulent representations  of  A.  as  to  the  quantity  of  timber  on  the 
land,  which,  he  alleged,  amounted  to  a  breach  of  warranty,  for 

'  Gardner  v.  Buckbee,  8  Cow.  120;      286;    Foster  v.   Konkright,  70    Ind. 
Bell  v.   McCoUoch,  81  Ohio  S.  897;      128. 

Thew  V.  Pdrcelam,  &c.  Ck).,  8  S.  C.         *  Bell  v.  McCollocb,  81  Ohio  S.  897; 

Foster  v.  Konkrite,  70  Ind.  128. 
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which  he  was  entitled  to  reconp  the  damages  Bustained.  The  jndg* 
iiient  having  been  rendered  that  each  lopresentations  were  not 
made,  is  conclaeive  as  to  the  facts  found  in  all  subsequent  contro- 
versies between  the  parties  on  the  contract.' 

§  278.  The  estoppel  of  a  former  adjudication  will,  however, 
only  extend  as  far  as  the  subject-matter,  in  the  second  action,  is 
substantially  the  same  as  the  first,  and  may  be  conclusive  on  some 
points,  while  leaving  others  open  to  controversy.'  Hence,  a  ver- 
dict and  judgment  for  the  defendant,  on  the  general  issue,  pleaded, 
in  which  the  plaintiff  claimed  damages  resulting  from  the  defen- 
dant's wrongfully  raising  his  milUdam,  will  not  estop  the  same 
-plaintiff  in  another  action  for  damages  from  alleging  the  same 
act  as  the  occasion  of  his  sustaining  subsequent  damages,  because 
the  former  judgments  may  have  been  rendered  on  the  ground 
that  the  plaintiff  was  not  damaged,  or  had  released  his  cause  of 
action,  or  had  given  the  defendant  the  right  to  do  the  act  com- 
plained of,  and  did  not  necessarily  determine  the  defendant's 
right  to  raise  his  dam,  and  continue  it  in  that  state.'  So,  a  ver- 
dict for  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  qua/re  cLa/asuTTh  f regit  will 
estop  the  defendant  from  alleging  the  same  title  in  a  subsequent 
action  of  ejectment ;  but  if  the  defendant,  after  the  rendition  of 
the  judgment,  acquires  title  by  purchase,  he  is  not  estopped  from 
alleging  that  fact.* 

§  279.  In  order  that  a  judgment  in  one  action  shall  be  con- 
clufiive  in  another,  it  must  appear  with  convenient  certainty  that 
the  question  in  controversy  in  the  second  suit  was  litigated  and 
decided  in  the  firet.'     When  this  appears  on  the  face  of  the  pro- 


>  Lumber  Co.  v.  Buchtel,  101  U. 
S.  638;  Felton  v.  Smith,  88  Ind.  149. 
But  as  to  a  partial  defense  to  one  of 
seyeral  notes,  see  Feiton  v.  Smith,  88 
Ind.  149. 

*  Brenner  v.  Bigelow,  8  Kas.  496; 
McKissick  v.  McEissick,  6  Humph. 
75;  Nickerson  v.  California,  &c.  Co., 
10  Cal.  520  ;  Parker  v.  Standish,  8 
Pick.  288 ;  Neafie  v.  Neafie,  7  Johns. 
Ch.  71. 

•  Shafer  v.  Stonebraker,  4  Gill  &  J. 


845;  Eillheffer  v.  Herr,  Vt  B.  &  K 
819 ;  Shepherd  v.  Wallace,  19  Ohio, 
822  ;  Grant  v.  Ramsey,  7  Ohio  St. 
159. 

*  Burt  Y.  Sternbergh,  4  Cow.  869 ; 
Nivenv.  Steven,  5Hatr.  272;  Shettles- 
worth  V.  Hughey,  9  Rich.  L.  887; 
Warwick  v..  Underwood,  3  Head,  288; 
Whiltakerv.  Jackson,  2H.  &  C.  926. 

*  Supples  V.  Cannon,  44  Conn.  424 ; 
Love  V.  Truman,  10  Ohio  8.  45; 
Perry  v.  Lewis,  49  Miss.  443 ;  Whit- 
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ceedings  in  tLe  former  action,  the  mere  production  of  the  record 
will  be  enoagh.  A  judgment  record,  which  is  responsive  to  the 
issues  necessarily  involved,  cannot  be  controlled  by  proof  of  what 
was  or  was  not  tried  ;'  but  where,  as  often  happens,  it  is  not,  it 
must  be  shown  aliunde  by  parol  evidence,  and  the  burden  of 
proof  rests  on  the  party  who  maintains  the  affirmative.*  Although 
4i  different  opinion  has  been  expressed  in  other  instances,  and  the 
presumption  said  to  be,  that  a  debt  or  demand  which  might  have 
been  given  in  evidence,  under  the  pleadings  in  a  former  action, 
was  actually  laid  before  the  jury.*  "When,"  said  Abbott,  C.  J., 
in  Bagot  v.  Williams,  '^  the  declaration  in  the  second  action  is 
framed  in  such  a  manner  that  the  causes  of  action  mav  be  the 
fiame  as  those  in  the  first  suit,  it  is  incumbent  on^the  party  who 
brings  the  second  action  to  show  that  they  are  not  the  same." 
The  question  is  one  which  hardly  admits  of  any  general  rule, 
but  would  seem  to  depend  on  whether  the  cause  of  'action  in  the 
second  suit  "w^a  prima  facie  the  same  as  that  on  which  judgment 
was  had  in  the  first ;  for  when  it  is  not,  their  identity  cannot  be 
presumed  in  the  absence  of  proof.*  And  hence,  a  recovery  on 
the  money  counts,  and  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  will  not  bar 
a  subsequent  suit  on  a  promissory  note,  merely  because  the 
note  might  have  been  given  for  the  price  of  the  goods,  nor  with- 
out sufficient  evidence  that  it  was.*  But  where  judgment  on  a 
6uit  on  an  account  is  released  by  the  attorney  of  record,  for  a 
much  less  sum  than  its^  face,  the  judgment  will  bar  a  suit  on  a 
note  given  for  the  account.'  The  question  whether  the  same 
matters  could  have  been  litigated  in  both  actions,  must  be  deter- 
mined solely  by  the  record  ;*    but  if   it  shows  that  they  might, 


1  Trimmier  v  ThomBon,  19  S.  0. 
^7  ;  Armstrong  ▼.  St.  Louis,  69  Mo. 
S09. 

•  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Clark,  31  Ind.  160; 
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mings  V.  Colgrove,  25  Pa.  St.  150  ; 
Bennett  v.  Holmes,  ID.  &  B.  486; 
Btrother  v.  Buller.  17  Ala.  788;  Doty 
▼.  Brown.  4  N.  Y.  71;  Davis  v.  Tal- 
cott,  14  Barb.  611;  Smalley  v.  £dey, 
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Baggott  V.  Williams,  8  B.  &  C.  285  ; 
Agnew  V.  McElroy,  18  Miss.  552. 

^  Hughes  V.  Alexander,  5  Duer,  488; 
Secor  V.  Sturges,  16  N.  Y.  648. 

•  Cummings  v.  Colgrove,  25  Pa.  St. 
150. 

•  Fogg  V.  Sanborn,  48  Me.  482. 

'  Camgbell  v.  Butts,  8  N.  Y.  178; 
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man V.  Smith,  16  How.   114;  Rogen 
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then  the  fact  that  they  were  actually  decided,  i^^J»  ^^^  often 
must  be,  proved  by  extrinsic  evidence.'  It  is  the  policy  of  the 
law  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  suits  between  the  same  parties,, 
for  the  same  subject-matter ;  and  a  party  is  not  allowed  to  recover 
twice  for  the  same  cause  of  action;  and  in  order  that  parties  may 
avail  themselves  of  the  defense  of  a  former  recovery,  there 
should  be  reasonable  certainty  in  all  pleadings.  From  the  mul- 
tiplicity and  variety  of  the  causes  of  action,  it  is  impracticable 
to  establish  rules  of  pleading  that  will  enable  the  courts  to  ascer- 
tain from  the  record  alone,  in  all  cases,  whether  a  second  suit  i* 
identical  with  the  first.  Therefore  such  a  defense  is  not  confined 
to  a  mere  estoppel  by  the  record,  but  may  be  proven  by  evidence, 
as  any  other  issue.  The  identity  of  the  firet  and  second  actions 
is  not  determined  alone  by  the  pleadings,  but  by  proof.  Parties 
may  not  choose  in  the  conduct  of  a  suit  to  present  their  plead- 
ings in  such  definite  forms  as  to  enable  the  court  to  determine 
the  identity  of  two  suits.  In  adjudicating  upon  a  pending  snit« 
the  primary  duty  of  the  court  is  to  determine  from  the  proceed- 
ings the  corresponding  rights  of  the  litigants  therein  involved. 
Whether  the  pleadings  are  of  such  a  character,  as  to  prevent 
another  suit  for  the  same  matter,  is  of  secondary  consideration. 
The  courts  may  dispose  of  the  case  before  them,  but  they  cannot 
provide  against  all  future  controversy  between  the  parties ;  so 
that  the  question,  whether  the  same  matter  is  involved  in  a  future 
suit,  must  depend  upon  the  proof  to  be  adduced  at  its  trial. 


▼.  Libby,  85  Me.  200;  Chamberlain  v. 
y.  Gail  lard,  26  Ala.  504;  Demerit  v. 
Lyford,  27  N.  H.  541;  Nanny  v.  Har- 
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State  y.  Morton,  18  Mo.  58;  Brown 
y.  King,  10  Mo.  56;  Amsden  v.  R. 
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§  280.  A  judgment  on  the  merits,  in  a  personal  action,  is  a 
bar  to  another  action,  though  the  form  of  the  two  actions  is  not 
the  same.'  A  judgment  will  be  regarded  as  rendered  "  on  the 
merits,"  so  as  to  operate  as  an  estoppel,  if  the  status  of  the  action 
was  such  that  the  parties  might  have  had  their  lawsuit  disposed 
of  according  to  their  respective  rights,  if  they  had  presented  all 
the  evidence,  and  the  court  had  properly  understood  the  facts, 
and  correctly  applied  the  law.'  Thus,  where  a  party  brouglit 
suit  in  a  court  of  common  pleas  against  an  administrator,  and 
judgment  has  been  rendered  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  he  can 
not  afterwards  prove  up  his  claim  against  the  estate  of  the  dece- 
dent in  the  probate  court ;  both  courts  being  of  concurrent  juris- 
diction, the  judgment  estops  him.  It  is  the  same  cause  of  action 
where  the  same  evidence  will  support  both  actions,  though 
grounded  on  different  writs,*  and  if  a  court  of  civil  jurisdiction 
render  a  general  verdict  for  the  defendant,  the  presumption  is 
that  the  whole  case  was  decided,  and  not  merely  a  particular 
branch  of  it.*  But  it  is  only  where  the  merits  have  been  passed 
upon,  or  from  the  course  of  pleadings  and  trial  that  a  judgment 
bars  a  subsequent  suit ;   and  in  a  case  where  the  plaintiff  failed 


1  Buck  V.  Collins,69  Me.  446;  Caylus 
V.  R.  R  Co..  76  N.  Y.  609;  Roberts,  in 
re,  59  How.  Pr.  186;  Smith  v.  Smith,79 
N.  y.  684;  Cleve  v.  Powell.  1  M.  &  R. 
228;  Eatchen  y.  Campbell,  2  Ala.  830; 
Rootledgc  v.  Hislop,  2  £.  <Sb  E.  549; 
Flitters  v.  AUfrey,  L.  R  IOC.  P.  29; 
Bank  ▼.  Rude,  23  Eans.  123;  Hartson 
T.  Shanklin,  58  Cal.  248;  Gordinier's 
Appeal  89  Pa.  St.  528;  Louis  ▼.  Trus- 
tees, 109  U.  8.  162;  Roberts,  in  re,  59 
How.  Pr.  136  ;  State  v.  Booth,  68 
Mo.  546;  Schrauth  ▼.  Bank,  8 
Daly,  106  ;  Goodenow  v.  Litchfield. , 
59  Iowa,  226  ;  Thurstout  v. 
Crafter.  2  Bl.  827;  Blade's  case,  4  Co. 
94;  Gibbs  v.  Cruickshank,  L.  R  8  C. 
P.  454;  Phillips  v.Berryman,  3  Dougl. 
286;  King  v.  Chase,  15  N.  H.  9;  Doty 
▼.  Brown,  4  N.  Y.  71;  Agnew  v.  Mc- 
Elroy,  18  Miss.  552;  Toung  v.  Black, 
7  Cranch,  565;  Pinney  ▼.  Barnes,  12 


Conn.  420;  Green  v.  Clark,  5  Denio, 
497;  Sergeant,  in  re,  17  Vt.  425. 

•  Finney  v.  Finney,  1  P.  &  D.  483; 
Eastman  y.  Cooper,  15  Pick.  285;. 
Hitchin  v.  Campbell,  2  W.  Bl.  778;. 
Dyer's  Appeal,  3  Grant  Case,  826; 
Ferrer's  Case,  6  Co.  7. 

«  Bell  V.  Hoagland,  15  Mo.  860; 
Houston  y.  Musgrove,  35  Tex.  594; 
Taylor  v.  Larkin,  15  Mo.  360;  Baker 
V.  Rand,  13  Barb.  152;  Birkliead  v. 
Brown,  5  Sand.  134;  Miller  v.  Man- 
ice,  6  Hill,  114  ;  Chapman  ▼.  Smith, 
16  How.  114  ;  Shears  v.  Dusenbury, 
13  Gray,  292  ;  Hitchen  v.  Campbell, 
3  Wils.  304  ;  Maish  v.  Pier,  4  Rawle, 
188;  Whclan  v.  Hill.  2  Whart.  119; 
Burke  v.  Miller,  4  Gray,  114;  Rice  v. 
Eling,  7  Johns,  21;  Lawrence  v.  Ver- 
non. 3  Sumn.  20. 

*  Stockton  V.  Ford,  18  How.  418; 
Fomiquet  v.  Perkins,  7  How.  160. 
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to  appear,  and  his  suit  wae  abated  and  dismissed,  and  the  jndg* 
ment  was  that  the  defendant  recover  five  dollars  and^  costs,  it  was 
held  that  this  was  no  more  than  a  nonsnit,  and  not  a  bar  to  a  sub- 
sequent acticoi  on  the  merits.'  The  dismission  of  a  former  snit 
on  the  plain tifiPs  motion  cannot  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  another 
■action.  So,  a  verdict  on  which  no  judgment  is  rendered,  is  not 
an  estoppel.'  Thus,  an  intervener  dismissing  his  petition  before 
the  final  submission  is  not  estopped  hj  the  judgment  from  insist- 
ing upon  the  matters  contained  in  his  petition  of  intervention." 
Thus,  special  findings  of  the  jury  in  an  action  at  law,  not  con- 
firmed by  a  judgment  of  the  court,  nor  involved  in  the  general 
verdict,  are  not  conclusive  of  the  facts  found,  on  either  party,  in 
a  trial  before  another  jury  in  the  same  or  another  suit.*  It  is 
only  where  the  point  in  issue  has  been  determined  that  the  judg- 
ment is  a  bar.  If  the  suit  is  discontinued,  or  for  any  other  cause 
there  has  been  no  judgment  of  the  court  upon  the  matter  in 
issue,  the  proceedings  are  not  conclusive.*  So  also,  to  render  a 
former  judgment  a  complete  bar,  it  must  appear  to  have  been  a 
decision  upon  the  merits,  and  this  will  be  sufficient  though  the 
declaration  was  essentially  defective,  and  would  have  been  bad 
on  demurrer.*    But  if  the  trial  went  off  on  a  technical  defect,* 

>  Kendall  v.  Talbot,  1  A.  E.  Marsh,  Rankin  v.  Barnes,  5  Bush,  20;  Wheeler 

-821;  Birch  v.  Funk,  2  Mel.  (Ky.)544;  v.  Ruckman,  51  N.  Y.  391;  Miller  v. 

Merritt   y.    Campbell.    47    Cal.  542;  Maus,  28  Md.  194;  Holland  v.  Hatch, 

Stevens   v.   Dunbar,  1  Blackf.    56  ;  6  Bush,  20;  Marsh  y.  Hammond,  11 

<3^riffln  y.  Seymour,  15  Iowa,  80  ;  De-  Ali^n,  488;  Jones  y.  Howard,  8  AUen, 

laney  y.  Reed,  4  Iowa,  292  ;  Clark  y.  228;  Greely  y.  Smith.  1  W.  &  M.  181; 

Young,  1  Cranch,  181;  Haw  y.  Tier-  Cominsy.  Tuck,  20  Pick.  886;  Morgan 

nan,  53  Pa.  St.  192.  y.  Bliss,  2  Mass.  Ill;  Enoz  y.  Wald- 

*  Wood  y.  Jackson^  8  Wend.  9;  Rex  borough,  5  Me.  185;  Derby  y.  Jacques, 
y.   St.  Anne,  9  Q.  B.  884  ;  Greely  1  aiflf,  425. 

y.   Smith,!  W.  &  M.  181;  Knox  y.  « Hughes  y.  Blake,  1  Mason,  515. 

Waldborough,   5  Me.   185;    Hull   v.  '  Homer  y.   Brown,  16  How.  854; 

Blake,  18   Mass.    155 ;    Sweigart  y.  Lane  y.  Harrison,  6  Munf.  578;  Mc- 
Berk,  8  S.  &  R.  805;  Bridge  y.  Sum-  *  Donald    y.    Rainor,    8    Johns.    442; 

ner,  1  Pick.  871 ;  Haryey  y.  Richards,  Lepping  v.   Eedgcwin,   1  Mod.  207; 

"2  Gall.   231;  Ridgely  y.   Spencer,  2  Bridge  v.  Sumner,  1  Pick.  871;  Morgan 

Binn.  70;  Reed  y.  Proprietors,  8  How.  y.  Bliss,  2  Mass.  11^;  Derby  y.  Jacques, 

^74;  Holberts  Estate,  51  Cal.  257.  1  Cliflf.  425;  Knox  y.  Waldoborough, 

<  Dalhoff  y.  Coffman,  87  Iowa,  288.  6  Me.  185;  Howes  y.  Austin,  85  IlL 

*  Hawks  y.  Truesdell,  99  Mass.  557.  896;  Allinet  y.  Creditors,  15  La.  Ann. 
» Delaney   y.    Reade,    4   la.    292  ;  130;  Jones  y.    Walker,  5  Yerg.  428; 
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or  because  the  debt  was  not  yet  due/  As  where  a  purchaser  of 
land  brought  a  suit  to  recover  the  purchase  money,  before  he  had 
been  evicted,  and  for  that  reason  was  defeated,  that  judgment 
can  not  be  pleaded  in  a  subsequent  suit  brought  for  the  same 
object  after  eviction,*  or  because  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction,* 
or  because  of  a  temporary  disability  of  the  plaintiff  to  sue,*  or  on 
the  ground  of  formal  defects  in  a  pleading/  or  if  the  judgment 
has  been  reversed  in  error  which  cannot  be  proved  by  the  record, 
or  the  like,  the  judgment  will  be  no  bar  to  a  future  action,  and 
the  estoppel  of  a  judgment  will  be  set  at  large  by  the  award  of  a 
new  trial.  But  a  judgment  against  one  of  several  makers  of  a 
note,  without  process  against  the  others,  is  a  bar  to  a  suit  against 
those  who  were  not  parties  to  the  first  action.  Where  an  action 
of  trover  is  brought,  after  a  judgment  in  trespass,  if  title  to  the 
property  was  set  up  by  the  defendant  in  the  first  action,  and  it 
was  found  for  him,  it  is  clearly  a  bar  to  a  second  action  for  the 
same  chattel,  even  though  brought  against  one  not  a  party  to 
the  former  suit,  but  an  accomplice  in  the  original  taking.  So,  a 
judgment  for  the  defendant  in  trover  upon  trial  of  the  merits,  is 
a  bar  to  an  action  for  money  had  and  received  for  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  same  goods.*  But,  where  the  plaint- 
iff recovers  judgment  in  trespass,  without  satisfaction,  he  is  not 
estopped  from  afterward  maintaining  trover  against  another  per- 


Brintnall  v.  Foster,  7  Wend.  108;  Hol- 
land V.  Hatch,  15  Ohio  8.  464;  Foster 
V.  WeUfl,  4  Tex.  101 ;  Pillow  v.  Elliott, 
25  Tex.  Sup.  822;  Taylor  v.  Larkin, 
12  Mo.  103;  Greely  v.  Smith,  1  W.  & 
M.  181;  Harvey  v.  Large,  51  Barb. 
822;  Bank  v.  Maripoea  Co., 7  Rob.  (N. 
Y.)  225;  Audubon  v.  Ids.  Co.,  27  N. 
Y.  216;  People  v.  Vilns,  36  N.  Y.  460; 
Harrison  v.  Wood,  2  Duer,  60. 
>  Bank  v.  Lewis,  8  Pick.  118. 

*  Hurst  V.  Means,  2  Sneed,  546. 
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Kennedy,  36  Iowa,  167. 

*  Dixon  V.  Sinclair,  4  Vt.  854. 
Where  an  equitable  defense  was  dis- 
missed,  without  being  presented  to 


the  court  a  Judgment  was  held  no 
bar  to  a  subsequent  action,  begun  in 
due  time,  embracing  the  subject  of 
the  equitable  defense.  McCreary  v. 
Casey,  45  Cal.  128. 

>  Wells  V.  Moore,  49  Mo.  229. 
Huston  V.  Musgroye,  35  Tex.  594; 
Witcher  v.  Oldham,  4  Sneed.  220; 
Lacon  v.  Barnard,  Cro.  Car.  85;  Fer- 
rers v.  Arden,  2  Vent.  668;  Lechmere 
V.  Toplady,  2  Vent  169. 

•  Agnew  V.  McElroy,  18  Miss.  552- 
Kerr  v.  Welsh,  9  Rich.  Eq.  869; 
Hopkinson  v.  Shelton,  1  Ala.  803; 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Traube,  59  Mo.  855; 
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8on  for  the  same  goods,  for  the  reason  that  the  principle  of  tran- 
sit in  rem  judicatum  extends  no  further  than  to  bar  another 
action  for  the  same  cause  against  the  same  party ;  the  original 
judgment  can  imply  nothing  more  than  a  promise  by  the  defend- 
ant  to  pay  the  amount,  and  an  agreement  by  the  plaintiff  that, 
upon  payment  of  the  money  by  the  defendant,  the  chattel  shall 
be  his  own  ;  it  is  contrary  to  justice,  and  tlie  analogies  of  the 
law  to  deprire  a  man  of  his  property  without  satisfaction,  unless 
by  his  express  consent.     Solutio  preiU  emptionis  loco  hahetur,^ 

§  281.  But  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  two  actions,  the 
cause  of  action  cannot  be  the  same  in  both,  no  averment  will  be 
received  to  the  contrary.  Therefore,  in  a  writ  of  right,  a  plea  in 
bar  that  the  same  title  had  been  the  sole  subject  of  litigation  in 
a  former  action  of  trespass,  quare  clattsumjreffit,  or  in  a  former 
writ  of  entry,  between  the  same  parties,  or  others  privy  in 
estate,  was  held  to  be  a  bad  plea.'  A  judgment  in  an  action  of 
trespass,  upon  the  issue  liberum  tenementurriy  is  admissible  in  a 
subsequent  action  of  ejectment  between  the  same  parties.' 

§  282.  A  judgment  may  be  admissible  in  evidence  to  estab- 
lish its  own  existence  and  acts  consequent  upon  it,  in  cases  where 
it  cannot  be  used  as  an  estoppel.*  So  a  judgment  may  be  used 
to  show  that  the  suit  was  determined,  or,  in  a  proper  canse,  to 
prove  the  amount  which  a  principal  has  been  compelled  to  pay 
for  the  default  of  his  agent,  or  the  amount  which  a  surety  has 
been  compelled  to  pay  for  the  principal  debtor,  and,  in  general, 
to  show  the  fact  that  the  judgment  was  actually  rendered  at  such 
a  time  and  for  such  an  amount.*  For  example,  a  surety  may  . 
introduce  a  judgment  against  himself  in  an  action  against  his  < 
principal,  in  order  to  show  that  he  has  been  forced  to  pay,  and 


'  Adams  v.  Broughton,  2  Stra. 
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•Lock  y.  Winston,  10  Ala.  849; 
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New  River  Co.,  4  T.  R.  689. 
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the  extent  of  the  damage,  and  while  a  judgment  against  a  master 
for  the  tortious  act  of  his  servant  establishes  conclusivelj  the 
amount  of  the  loss  resulting  from  the  act,  it  does  not  have  the 
fiame  conclusive  effect  as  to  the  nature  of  the  act  itself. '  If  all 
the  parties  in  being,  having  an  interest  in  the  subject-matter  of 
the  bill,  are  made  parties,  a  decree  construing  a  will  will  be 
binding  upon  after-born  children  who  may  be  entitled  as  re- 
mainder-men ;  and  powers  exercised  under  such  construction  by 
the  executor,  in  good  faith,  will  be  sustained,  especially  in  favor 
of  innocent  purchasers.' 

§  283.  A  record  may  also  be  admitted  in  evidence  in  favor  of  . 
a  stranger,  against  one  of  the  parties,  as  containing  a  solemn 
admission  or  judicial  declaration  by  such  party  in  regard  to  a 
certain  fact.  But  in  that  case  it  is  admitted,  not  as  a  judgment 
conclusively  establishing  the  fact,  but  as  the  deliberate  declara- 
tion or  admission  of  the  party  himself,  that  the  fact  was  so.  It 
is,  therefore,  to  be  treated  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
governing  admissions,  to  which  class  of  evidence  it  properly 
belongs.  Thus,  where  a  carrier  brought  trover  against  a  person 
to  whom  he  had  delivered  the  goods  entrusted  to  him,  and  which 
were  lost,  the  record  in  the  suit  was  held  admissible  for  the 
owner  in  a  subsequent  action  brought  by  him  against  the  carrier, 
as  amounting  to  a  confession  in  a  court  of  record,  that  he  had 
the  plaintiff's  goods.*  So,  also,  when  the  plaintiff,  in  an  action 
of  trespass  quare  clattsum  fregiU  claimed  title  by  disseisin, 
against  a  grantee  of  the  heirs  of  the  disseisee,  it  was  held,  that 
the  count  in  a  writ  of  right  sued  by  those  heirs  against  him 
might  be  given  in  evidence  as  their  declaration  and  admission 
that  their  ancestor  died  disseised,  and  that  the  present  plaintiff 
was  in  possession.*  So  where  two  had  been  sued  as  partners, 
and  had  suffered  judgment,  the  record  was  held  competent  evi- 


'  Bank  v.  Babcock,  6  HUl,  152;  Mc- 
dure  v.  Whitesides,  2  Ind.  573; 
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'  Freeman  y.  Freeman,  9  Heisk. 
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dence  of  an  admission  of  partnership  in  a  snbeeqnent  aotion 
brought  by  a  third  person  against  them  as  partners.' 

§  284.  Where  separate  actions  are  brought  against  several 
defendants  for  the  same  single  act  of  trespass,  the  party  last  saed 
may  plead  the  pendency  of  the  first  in  abatement,  and  a  recovery 
of  one  of  several  parties  to  a  joint  tort  frequently  estops  the 
plain tifE  from  proceeding  against  any  other  party  not  incladed  in 
such  action.  Thus  in  an  action  against  one  for  a.  battery,  or  for 
taking  away  the  plaintiff's  posts,  or  destroying  grass  in  field, 
where  several  persons  are  concerned,  the  recovery  against  one 
will  be  a  bar  to  an  action  against  the  others,  and  in  these  cases 
the  court  will,  in  general,  in  a  summary  application,  stay  the 
proceedings  in  a  second  action,  where  it  is  manifest  that  the  en- 
tire damage  might  have  been  I'ecovered  in  the  first.  It  is  a  good 
defense,  by  way  of  satisfaction,  to  an  action  against  several  per- 
sons, that  a  former  action  was  brought  against  them  and  another^ 
a  sum  of  money  accepted  from  him,  and  the  suit  dropped.'  A 
party  against  whom  a  judgment  has  been  rendered  on  a  verdict 
cannot,  while  the  judgment  remains  in  force,  maintain  an  action 
against  the  other  party  jointly  with  others  alleging  that  said 
verdict  was  unjust  and  false,  and  was  procured  by  them  by  fraud 
and  perjury,  and  by  a  conspiracy  to  effect  that  purpose.  He  is 
estopped  by  the  judgment.* 

§  285.  The  effect  of  what  occurs,  in  one  judicial  pro- 
ceeding upon  another,  is  sometimes  due  to  the  principles 
of  estoppel  in  pais^  rather  than  by  record.  A  man  who  ob- 
tains or  defeats  a  judgment  by  pleading,  or  representing  an 
act  or  adjudication  in  one  aspect,  is  estopped  from  giving  it  a. 
different  and  inconsistent  character  in  another  suit  founded  upon 
the  same  subject  matter.  Pleading  a  former  judgment  as  aa 
estoppel,  or  taking  advantage  of  it  in  any  other  way,  will  estop 
its  being  reversed  on  error;  or  alleging  that  it  was  fraudulent 

^  Craig  Y.  Carleton,  22  Me.  492;  Dut-  Eelly  v.  Mize,  8  Sneed,  59;  Field  v. 
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•  Dufresne  v.  HutchinBon,  8  Taunt,  v.  Nichols,  46  N,  H.  879;  Damport  v. 

117;  Ross  V.  Webber.  26  111.  221.  Sympson,  Cro.   Eliz.  520;  Eyres   v 

•Dunlap  V.  Glidden,  81  Me.  435;  Bedgwick,  Cro.  Jac.  601;  Lyford  v 

CampbeU  v.   Strong,   1  Hemp.  265;  Demeritt,  82  N.  H.  284. 
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or  void.  A  party  who  leads  a  plaintiff  to  believe  that  he  has 
given  a  recognizance  for  the  appearance  of  the  defendant,  can- 
not subsequently  show  that  the  recognizance  is  void/  A  party 
accepting  a  judgment  in  his  favor  cannot  reject  the  conditions  on 
which  it  is  made.*  Nor  can  he  afterwards  ask  that  the  judgment 
be  reviewed,  or  deny  the  authority  which  granted  it."  Having 
received  the  benefit,  he  must  bear  the  burdens  which  it  imposes, 
and  where  a  party  recognizes  a  judgment  by  appealing  from  it, 
he  is  estopped  from  attacking  it  for  irregularity  in  its  rendition.* 
The  legal  assertion  of  a  right  acquired  by  the  judgment  of  a 
courbof  competent  jurisdiction,  made  in  due  course  of  law,  will 
estop  the  party  in  all  proceedings  thereafter  to  invalidate  the 
judgment  under  which  the  asserted  right  has  been  claimed.* 
Thus,  a  woman  will  be  estopped  from  appealing  from  a  decree 
of  divorce,  by  suing  her  husband  in  replevin  for  certain  personal 
property  and  recovering  judgment  against  him,  as  if  she  was 
sole.  So,  where  parties  agree  that  a  judgment  may  be  credited 
upon  a  note  as  part  payment,  a  subsequent  determination  that  the 
judgtnent  is  void  by  a  court  of  equity,  in  a  proceeding  to  which 
both  are  parties,  will  not  affect  the  credit.*  So,  where  an  officer 
collects  money  on  a  process  issued  to  him,  he  cannot  in  an  action 
against  him  for  such  money,  by  the  party  entitled  thereto,  deny 
the  validity  of  the  judgment  on  which  the  process  was  issued.* 
Where  parties  obtain  an  order  in  court,  as  leave  to  amend  a  com- 


1  Hayward  v.  Duff,  13  C.  B.  N.  8. 
864;  BaUey  v.  Bailey,  44  Pa.  St.  274; 
Hitchcock  ▼.  Danbury,  Stc,  Co.,  25 
Conn.  516;  Bank  v.  Eldred,  6  Bias.  370; 
Irwin  V.  Nuckolls,  8  Neb.  441 ;  Tinkler 
V.  Holder.  7  D.  &  L.  61 ;  Radway  v. 
Graham,  4  Abb.  P.  465;  Strong  v. 
Irwin,  12  Neb.  446;  Mariner  v.  Mil- 
waukee, &c.  Co.,  26  Wis.  85;  Ross 
V.  South  Western,  Sec  Co.,  58  Ga. 
514;  Matlow  v.  Cox.  25  Tex.  578; 
Ogdenv. Rowley,  15Ind.  56;  Mitchell, 
in  re,  De  G.  B.  Cas.  257;  Ruckman 
V.  Alwood,  44  111.  188;  Tinckler  v. 
Hilder,  4  Exchq.  187;  Montague  v. 
Smith,  18  Mass.  806;  Wils  v.  Kane, 
2  Grant's  Cas.  60;  Altoona  v.Delaware, 

Vol.  I.— 22 


44  Iowa,  201. 

•  Ewing  V.  Pilley.  48  Pa.  St.  884; 
Brien  v.  Weld,  15  N.  B.  R.  406;  Mo- 
Farland  v.  Rogers,  I  Wis.  462. 

»  Bradner  v.  Howard,  75  N.  F.  417; 
Blackin  v.  Zeller,  52  Barb.  147;  Ruck- 
man  y.  Alwood,  44  111.  188;  Holt  ▼. 
Rees,  46  111.  181 ;  Himmehnan  v.  Sulli- 
van, 40  Cal.  125;  Blessey  v.  Kearney, 
24  La.  Ann.  289. 

« Irwhi  V.  Nuckols,  8  Neb.  441. 

•  Baily  v.  Baily,  44  Pa.  St.  274; 
Lucas  V.  Bank,  &c.,  2  Stew.  280;  Mar- 
tin V.  Ives,  17  S.  &  R.  864. 

•  Young  V.  Fugett,  1  Tex.  L.  J.  842. 
'Eaton    V.    Cooper,    29    Vt.    444; 

West  V.  Meserve,  17  N.  H.  482;  Elliott 
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plaint,  having  taken  the  benefit  of  the  order  by  amending  their 
complaint  under  it,  cannot  repudiate  by  appeal  or  by  motion  so 
much  of  it  as  allows  a  demnrrer.' 

§  986.  If  a  party  read  the  cross-examination  of  a  witness, 
examined  de  bene  esse,  it  estops  him  from  objecting  to  his  com- 
petency to  testify.*  So,  where  a  deposition  is  commented  on  by 
the  Supreme  court,  and  partly  made  the  basis  of  their  opinion,  a 
motion  to  suppress  it  on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy,  can  not  be 
made  after  the  remandment  of  the  cause.*  And  one,  who,  in 
various  legal  proceedings,  has  treated  certain  parties  as  the  assign- 
ees of  a  bankrupt,  is  estopped  from  denying  their  title,  in  a  sub- 
sequent suit  ;*  where  a  matter  is  directly  in  issue  and  determined 
in  a  court  of  common  law,  the  judgment  may  be  set  up  as  an 
estoppel  in  a  court  of  admiralty.*  So,  a  party  intervening  as 
mortgagee  in  a  suit  on  a  bottomry  bond  is  estopped  from  claim- 
ing the  surphis  as  owner,  against  the  borrower.*  So,  a  ship  which 
has  received  a  cargo,  carried  it  to  its  destination,  and  libelled  it 
for  freight,  is  estopped  from  denying  her  responsibility  for  dam- 
ages to  it  in  transitu.^  So,  in  an  action  on  a  bond  for  the  prisou 
bounds,  the  defendant  is  estopped  from  denying  the  existence  of 
the  original  judgment.*  In  an  action  an  attachment  was  issued, 
and  the  defendant's  property  seized ;  he  gave  a  delivery  bond, 
with  surety.  Upon  the  defendant's  motion  the  case  was  certi- 
fied to  an  appellate  court.  The  defendant  took  various  steps 
in  the  appellate  court,  and  then  withdrew  his  appearance ;  when 
a  judgment  by  default  was  rendered  against  him,  and  an  order 
made  for  the  sale  of  the  attached  property.  In  an  action  on  the 
bond  the  defendant  and  surety  were  estopped  to  deny  the  juris- 


V.  Cronk.  18  Wend.  354  Billings  v. 
Russell,  23  Pa.  Bt.  189;  Diehl  v.  Hol- 
ben,  39  Pa.  St.  213. 

»  Bennett  v.  Van  Syckel,  18  N.  Y. 
481;  Marvin  v.  Marvin,  11  Abb.  P. 
(N.  S.)  97;  Radway  v.  Graham,4  Abb. 
P.(X.  S.)468;  Lewis  V.  Ii-ving,  15  Abb. 
(N.  S.)  140 ;  Wallace  v.  Castle,  68 
N.  Y  875;  Briggs  v.  Howe,  8  Keyes, 
106;  Smith  ▼.  Rathbun,  75  N.  Y.  122. 


•The  Osceola,  Olcott'sRep.  450; 
Blight  V.  Banks,  6  Hon.  92;  Pardoa 
V.  Dwiie,  28  111.  572  ;  Oowther  v. 
Rowlandson,  27  Cal.  376. 

•  Lanier  v.  Hill,  80  Ala.  111. 

•  Stokes  V.  Mowatt,  1  U.  S.  L.  J. 
809. 

»  Goodrich  v.  Chicago,  5  WalL  566. 

•  The  Panama, -Olcott,  843. 
'  Water  Witch,  1  Bl.  494. 

•  Allen  V.  McGrader,  8  Or.  O.  0.  «. 
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diction  of  the  court  in  the  attachment  proceeding.*  In  an  actiou 
on  snch  bond  the  parties  signing  are  precladed  from  disputing 
its  existence  or  the  genuineness  of  the  record.*  An  heir,  not 
under  disability,  taking  letters  testamentary  and  making  a  final 
settlement,  or  appearing  by  attorney  at  the  probate  of  the  will, 
receiving  the  share,  and  executing  deeds  of  confirmation,  is  es- 
topped from  questioning  the  validity  of  the  probate  and  of  the 
issuance  of  the  letters.' 

§  287.  A  party  who  has  recovered  a  judgment  upon  a  claim 
which  is  indivisible,  and  has,  after  its  rendition,  coerced  by  exe- 
<:ution  full  satisfaction,  cannot  maintain  an  appeal,  upon  the 
ground  that  be  has  not  recovered  enough.  This  rule  applies  to 
judgments  in  equity,  as  well  as  at  law.  Having  elected  to  collect 
his  judgment,  he  ratified  it,  and  is  estopped  from  prosecuting- an 
appeal  as  inconsistent  with  his  collection  of  the  amount  adjudged 
to  him.*  A  plaintiff  is  estopped  from  suing  out  a  writ  of  error, 
on  a  judgment  whereon  be  had  caused  an  execution  to  be  issued 
and  returned  satisfied  in  full,  and  his  attorney's  receipt  in  full 
indorsed  thereon.  He  cannot  treat  the  judgment  as  both  right 
and  wrong.*  Where,  upon  an  appeal,  a  cause  has  been  remanded, 
and  the  parties  have  made  a  voluntary  settlement  of  the  case  by 
making  mutual  concessions,  and  have  fully  performed  its  stipu- 
lations, such  agreement  precludes  a  reconsideration  of  the  case  in 
the  appellate  Court.*  Where  a  party  has  two  or  more  remedies  for 
the  same  wrong,  in  which  the  measure  of  damages  might  bo  dif- 
ferent, electing  one  and  pursuing  it  to  judgment  is  a  bar  to  any 
other  remedy.*    Thus,  where  he  has  elected  to  sue  on  a  contract 


>  Bowen  v.  Reed,  84  Ind.  480. 

•  Adams  V.  Olive,  48  Ala.  651. 

»  ODeU  V.  Rogers,  44  Wis.  126. 

•  Paine  v.  WooUey.  80  Ky.  568. 
»  Matlow  v.  Cox,  25  Texas,  588. 

•  Jeter  v.  Jeter,  86  Ala.  891. 

*>  Walsh  V.  Canal  Co.,  59  Md.  428; 
Beall  V.  Pearre,  12  Md.  566;  Wall  v. 
Percival,  61  Me.  891;  Bunker  v.  Tufts, 
57  Me.  417  ;  Sweet  v.  Brackley,  53 
Me.  846 ;  Holbrook  v.  Foss,  27  Me. 
441  ;  (Goodrich  v.  Tale,  97  Mass.  15; 


Bennett  v.  Hood,  1  Allen,  47;  Bmith 
v.Way,  9  Allen,  472;  Warren  v.  Cum- 
mings,  6  Cush.103;  Norton  v.  Doheny, 
8  Gray,  872  ;  Martin  v.  Boyce,  49 
Mich.  122  ;  Nield  v.  Burton,  49  Mich. 
53;  Nichols  v.  Gage,  10  Greg.  82; 
Handley  ▼.  Kelley,  62  Cal.  155;  WeUs 
V.  Robinson,  18  Cal.  141;  O'Donaldv. 
Constant,  82  Ind.  212  ;  Buchanan'  v. 
Dorsey,  11  Neb.  878 ;  Haralson  v. 
George,  6j5  Ala.  295;  Milroy  v.  Min- 
ing  Co.,  48  Mich.   281  ;  PhilUps  v. 
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as  it  is,  and  has  been  defeated,  he  can  not  afterwards  maintain  an 
action  to  reform  the  contract,  and  this,  though  the  first  action 
was  in  a  Federal  conrt  and  the  snbseqnent  in  a  State  court.'  Ona 
who,  being  made  a  party  defendant  to  a  foreclosure  suit,  answers,, 
denying  the  mortgagor's  title,  and  praying  that  the  mortgage  be 
adjudged  void,  and  contests  the  same  on  the  trial,  is  precluded 
from  afterwards  denying  the  power  of  the  court  to  pass  upon  the 
issue  thus  presented.*  So,  after  a  judgment  is  rendered  on  defec- 
tive seirice,  which  the  party  could  have  set  aside  on  a  proper 
proceeding  therefor,  but  fails  to,  but  appeals  from  such  judgment 
and  gives  an  appeal  or  supersedeas  bond,  which  is  filed  and 
approved,  it  is  a  recognition  of  the  judgment  and  a  submission 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  which  estops  the  party  from  con- 
troverting the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  rendering  the  judgment/ 
Where  a  mortgagee  has  obtained  a  decree  of  foreclosure  against  a 
corporation,  he  is  estopped  to  deny  that  the  instrument  is  the 
mortgage  of  the  corporation  i*  so  in  ejectment  by  one  who,  at 
an  attachment  sale,  had  purchased  the  entire  equity  in  land,  and 
had  obtained  a  decree  for  conveyance  of  the  outstanding  legal 
title,  the  defendant,  heir  of  the  vendor  of  the  holder  of  the  title, 
was  estopped  from  objecting  that  the  attachment  sale  was  void 
because  the  attachment  suit  was  discontinued  before  condem- 
nation of  the  land.*  Where  the  defendant  in  a  suit  in  ejectment 
files  a  bill  in  equity  for  an  injunction  to  stay  proceedings  in  said 
suit,  and  in  his  bill  of  complaint,  which  was  sworn  to,  avers  that 
the  legal  title  to  the  land  in  controversy  is  vested  in  the  plaint- 
iff, and  that  he,  the  defendant,  '^  is  powerless  to  defend  himself 
against  the  said  action  of  ejectment,  according  to  the  strict  rule& 
of  the  common  law,  and  is  remediless  in  the  premises,  save  in  a 
court  of  equity,  where  such  matters  are  properly  cognizable,"  he 
is  estopped  from  setting  up  title  to  said  property  by  adverse  pos- 
session.* 


Myers,  65  Iowa,  265  ;  Finn  v.  Peck,         •  Lounsbuiy  v.  Catron,  8  Neb.  469^ 
47  Mich.  248;  Bank  v.  Pinkers,  83  N.         •  Haas  v.  Lees,  18  Ks.  449;  Fee  v. 
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Y.  498;  Caylufl  v.  R.  R  Co.,  76  N.  Y.         •  Johnson  v.  Gobson.  78  Ind.  282. 
609  ;  Howell  v.   Earp.  21  Hun,  898;        »  Hooker  v.  Yale,  66  Miss.  197. 
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§  288.  Where,  upon  the  trial  of  a  caasa,  negotiations  leading 
to  the  entry  of  a  verdict  /tnd  judgment  by  consent,  are  conducted 
by  one  of  the  counsel  of  each  of  the  respective  parties,  openly  in 
-court,  where  all  are  present,  the  party  in  whose  favor  the  verdict 
and  judgment  are  entered  cannot  repudiate  the  terms  under  which 
they  were  offered  and  accepted,  and  at  the  same  time  enjoy  their 
benefit.'  80,  where  a  judgment  was  rendered  after  answer,  and 
was  subsequently  acquiesced  in  by  the  defendant,  by  payment  of 
interest  and  promise  to  pay  such  judgment,  and  the  party  suffered 
it  to  be  executed,  without  opposing  its  execution  by  suit,  such 
party  is  estopped  and  cannot  attack  the  judgment,  or  what  was 
legally  done  under  it.*  So,  one  of  the  parties  to  a  judgment  ren- 
>dered  upon  a  compromise  denied  its  validity,  on  the  ground  that 
the  compromise  had  been  made  by  his  attorney,  in  violation  of 
instructions.  It  appeared,  however,  that  he  became  aware  of  all 
the  facts  the  same  day  that  the  judgment  was  entered,  but  per- 
nlitted  the  term  to  elapse  without  taking  any  step  to  set  it  aside  ; 
it  was  conclusive  upon  him.*  So  one  who  voluntarily  pays  a 
judgment  and  accepts  a  deed  thereunder,  cannot  afterwards  be 
heard  to  dispute  the  validity  of  the  judgment,*  and  where  a  party 
■accepts  the  proceeds  of  a  judgment,  it  is  a  complete  satisfaction 
for  damages  arising  out  of  the  same  cause,*  and  waives  his  right 
of  appeal.*  So,  where  a  party  commences  an  action  against 
another,  and  brings  him  into  court  upon  service  of  summons,  he 
<»nnot  move  to  set  aside  the  proceedings  against  such  party  on 
the  ground  '*  he  has  not  the  right  to  stand  in  justice  or  the 
capacity  therefor."  The  motion,  coming  from  the  party  who 
originally  called  the  defendant  into  court,  cannot  be  entertained.^ 
So,  if  by  consent  a  judge  acts,  not  according  to  the  course  pf 
law,  but  as  an  arbitrator,  and  his  decision,  therefore,  is  not  sub- 
ject to  appeal,  yet  if  one  party  has  appealed  from  the  decision  he 
<»tnnot  object  to  an  appeal  by  the  other  party.*   So,  where  the  de- 


>  Fraaenthal*8  Appeal,  100  Pa.  Bt.        «  Wolf  ▼.  McMahon,  26  Eas.  141. 
a90.  *  Lewis  v.  Boston,  180  Mass.  830. 
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fendants  succeeded  in  obtaining  judgment  by  impeaching  abend, 
tbey  were  held  estopped  from  relying  on  the  same  bond  as  a 
defense  in  another  action  brought  by  the  same  plaintiff,  on  the 
principle  that  a  party  who  desires  to  affirm  what  he  might  avoid 
cannot  after  his  affirmance  retract  to  the  injury  of  others.  These 
instances  cited  sustain  the  rule  that  the  effect  of  what  takes 
place  in  one  judicial  proceeding  upon  another,  is  attributed  to 
equitable  rather  than  legal  or  technical  estoppel,  and  a  party  who 
obtains  or  defeats  a  judgment  by  pleading  or  representing  a  thing^ 
or  judgment  in  one  aspect  is  estopped  from  giving  it  another  in 
a  suit  founded  upon  tbe  same  subject-matter.^ 

§  289.  This  was  the  rule  of  the  civil  law,  from  which  there 
have  been  but  few  exceptions.  It  is  thus  stated :  "  Actiofie  ante 
civUu,  q  sunt  in  re,  aliae  datae  sunt  mp  ipsa  possessionem  aliae 
pditae  super  ipsa  Sprietate.  Et  si  super  eadem  re  uni  jpetenti 
competat  plures  aotianes  sioiit  assisa  novae  disseysinae  mortis 
antecessoris  super  possessions  <6  breve  de  ingressu  <j&  hreve  de  recto 
super  proprietate^  simul  &  semel  OTnmbus  uti  non  poterit,  sed 
unam  dig  eligat  quavohierit  db  una  electa  nunq  hahdnt  regressurn 
ad  alias,  pendente  ilia  q  si  ad  aliam  recurrat,  impetratio  de 
secund  non  valehit.  Cum  autem  actione  in  rem  quis  sem^l  reces- 
serity  vel  ah  actione,  se  retraxerit,  vel  Judicium  contrarium  hoibu- 
erit,  numqica  ad  eandem  redire  poterity  cum  semel  actio  extincta 


»  R.  R  Co.  V.  Howard,  18  How. 
807;  Iklarah  v.  Pier,  4  Rftwle.  973; 
Herndon  v.Moore,18  S.C.ft89;  Frauen- 
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864;  Ware  V.  Lisa,  84  Mo.  505;  Ran- 
kin V.  Jones,  2  Jones  Eq.  169;  Brad- 
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V.  Qurdykunst,  10  Pa.  St.  220;  Varick 
▼.  Edwards,  11  Paige.  289;  Brantley  v. 
Kee,  5  Jones  Eq.  332;  Wills  v.  Kane, 
2GrantCas.  60;  Scaggsv.  R.  R.  Co.  ,10 
Md.  268;  Banks  v.  Ammon,  27  Pa.  St 
172;  Hawley  V.  Middlebrook,  27  Conn. 
627;   Chapman  ▼.   Chatman,  84  Gkk 


898;  Jackson  &c.  y.  Holland,  14 
Fla.  384;  Bank  v.  Bank,  60  N.  T. 
575;  U.  8.  v.  Ames,  99  U.  8.  35;. 
Hooker  v.  Hubbard,  102  Mass.  239  ^ 
Bank  v.  Packet  Co.,  35  Iowa,  226; 
Crockett  v.  Lashbrook,  5  T.  B.  Mon. 
580;  Milton  v.  Mumfocd,  3  Hawks» 
488;  PolhiU  v.  Walter,  8  B.  &  A. 
114;  Hall  v.  White,  8  0.  &  P.  136: 
Doe  V.  Lambly,  2  Esp.  635;  Hill  v. 
Huckabee,  70  Ala.  188;  Kiern  v. 
Ainsworth,  95  Pa.  St.  810;  Trustees 
V.  Williams,  9  Wend.  147;  Brooks  v. 
Ankeny,  7  Greg.  461.  And  see  post, 
ch.  XII.,  as  to  Judicial  Admissions^ 
Payment  of  Money  into  court,  Ten- 
der, &c.,  and  ch.  XYH.  for  other 
instances  of  Estoppel  by  Election. 
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non  refoiviayit.  Si  autem  ex  quacimque  caysa  a  brevi  se  retrao)- 
eratpro  aligua  defects  cfe  non  ab  actionem  aliud  eriV^  So,  where 
a  party  is  sued  by  a  wrong  name,  is  served  with  process,  and 
fails  to  plead  the  misnomer  in  abatement,  the  judgment  will  bind 
him.* 


*  Ins  Co.  V.  French,  18  How.  404 
McCreery  y.  Everding,  54  Cal.  168 
B.  B.  Ck>.  Y.  Bumess,  83  Ind.  88 
Hammond  y.  People,  83  BL  44;  Guin 


nard  v.  Heysinger,  15  111.  288;  Baker 
y.  Bessy,  78  Me.  472;  Deems  y.  Canal 
Line,  14  Blatcb.  474;  State  y.  Tele- 
phone Co.,  86  Ohio  St.  286. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

JUDGMENTS  IN  REM. 

Section  290.  A  jadgmeot  in  rem  is  a  judgment  of  a  court  of 
exclnsive,  or  at  least  peculiar,  jurisdiction,  declaratory  either  of  the 
nature  and  condition  of  some  particular  thing,  or  the  condition 
or  status  of  some  particular  peraon  ;  or,  perhaps,  a  better  defini- 
tion is,  that  it  is  an  adjudication  pronounced  upon  the  status  of 
some  particular  thing,  or  subject  matter,  by  a  tribunal  having 
competent  authority  for  that  purpose,  such  an  adjudication  being 
a  most  solemn  declaration  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction 
that  the  statics  of  the  thing  adjudicated  upon  ipsofacto^  renders 
it  such  as  it  declares  it  to  be,  and  estops  and  precludes  all  per- 
sons from  denying  that  the  status  of  the  thing  operated  upon  is 
not  what  the  court  has  declared  it  to  be,^  and  such  judgments 
are  conclusive  not  only  upon  parties  and  privies,  but  upon  strang- 
ers. In  fact,  a  judgment  in  rem  is  conclusive  against  the  whole 
world.*  The  rule  that  estoppels  are  only  binding  on  parties  and 
privies  does  not  apply  in  cases  of  judgments  m  rem^  where  the 
law  acts  directly  on  the  thing  itself,  and  renders  it  that  which 
the  judgment  declares  it  to  be.'  The  term  judgment  m  rem^ 
strictly  speaking,  is  somewhat  objectionable  when  applied  to  the 
status  of  a  person.  The  term  itself  is  derived  from  the  civil 
law,  where  actions  were  classed  as  actiones  in  personam,  and 
actiones  in  rem.  The  former  including  actions  upon  contract  or 
for  injuries  "  ex  contractu  vel  ex  malefioio^^  while  the  latter  re- 
ferred to  actions  in  which  some  particular  thing  was  the  subject 
matter  of  the  controversy.    *'^Cum  movet  alicui  de  aliquare  con- 

»  Cammell  v.  Sewell,  8  H.  &  N.     Pry  v.  Taylor,  1  Head,  694;  State  v. 
617;  Simpson  v.  Pogo,  29  L.  J.  Ch.     R.  R.  Co..  10  Nev.  47;  Street  v.  Ins. 
667;  Castrique  v.  Imrie.  8  C.  B.  N.     Co..  12  Rich.  L.  18. 
8.  1.  *  Lord  V.  Chidboume,  42  Me.  429; 

*  Lord  V.  Cliidboume.  42  Me.  429;     CammeU  v.  Sewell.  8  H.  &  N.  617; 

R.  R  Co.  V.  HemphUl.  85  Mo.  111. 
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trweTBxami^^  ander  the  Roman  law  generally,  a  judgment  iin,jteiii 
was,  "  in  rem,  ipsam  reatituat  {po9sesBor)  cumfructibua,-^^ 

§  291.  In  the  case  of  WoodniflE  v,  Taylor,"  the  distinction 
hetween  judgments  m  rem  and  m  perBonomi  is  so  clearly  and 
ably  laid  down  that  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  from  it.  "  The 
effect  and  purpose  of  a  proceeding  in  rem  is  to  ascertain  the 
right  of  every  possible  claimant ;  and  it  is  instituted  on  an  alle-. 
gation  that  the  title  of  the  former  owner,  whoever  he  may  be, 
has  become  divested,  and  notice  is  given  to  the  whole  world  to 
appear  and  make  claim  to  it.  From  the  nature  of  the  case,  the 
notice  is  constructive  only  to  the  greater  part  of  the  world  ;  but 
it  is  such  as  the  law  presumes  will  be  most  likely  to  reach  the 
persons  interested,  and  as  such  does,  in  point  of  fact,  generally 
reach  them.  In  case  of  seizure  for  violation  of  our  revenue 
laws,  the  substance  of  the  libel  on  which  the  forfeiture  is  claimed, 
with  the  order  of  the  court  thereon,  specifying  the  time  and 
place  of  trial,  is  to  be  published  in  a  newspaper  and  to  be  posted 
up  a  certain  number  of  days,  and  proclamation  is  also  made  in  court 
for  all  persons  interested  to  appear  and  contest  the  forfeiture. 
In  every  court,  and  in  all  countries,  whose  judgments  are  re- 
spected, notice  of  some  kind  is  given.  It  is  just  as  essential  to 
the  validity  of  a  judgment  m  r^mthat  constructive  notice  should 
appear  at  least  to  have  been  given,  as  that  actual  notice  should 
appear  in  a  record  of  a  judgment  in  personam.  A  proceeding, 
professing  to  determine  the  right  of  property,  where  no  notice^ 
actual  or  constructive,  is  given,  whatever  else  it  might.be  called, 
would  not  entitle  it  to  be  dignified  with  the  name  of  a  judicial 
proceeding.  It  would  be  an  arbitrary  edict,  not  to  be  regarded 
anywhere  as  the  judgment  of  a  court." 

§  292.  "A  judgment  in  rem  is  an  adjudication,  pronounced 
upon  the  status  of  some  particular  subject  matter,  by  a  tribunal 
having  competent  authority  for  that  purpose.  It  differs  from  a 
judgment  in  personam  in  this,  that  the  latter  judgment  is  in 
form  as  well  as  substance  between  the  parties  claiming  the  right, 
that  it  is  so  i/nter partes  appears  by  the  record  itself.  It  is  bind- 
ing upon  the  parties  appearing  to  be  such  by  the  record,  and 

>  last.  Lib.  4,  Titles  16. 17,  f^  I,  2.  t  SOYennont,  65. 
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thoBo  claiming  under  or  by  them.  A  judgment  in  retn  is  founded 
on  a  proceeding,  not  as  against  the  pei*8on,  as  such,  bnt  against 
the  thing  or  subject  matter  itself,  whose  state  or  condition  is  to 
be  determined.  It  is  a  proceeding  to  determine  the  state  or 
condition  of  the*  thing  itself,  and  the  judgment  is  a  solemn  decla- 
ration upon  the  status  of  the  thing,  and  it  ij^so  facto  rendere  it 
what  it  declares  it  to  be. 

§  293.  The  probate  of  a  will  is  a  familiar  instance  of  a  judg^ 
ment  in  rem.  The  proceeding  is  in  form  and  substance  upon 
the  will  itself.  No  process  is  issued  against  any  one  in  deter- 
mining the  state  or  condition  of  the  instrument,  but  all  persona 
are  notified  by  a  newspaper  advertisement  to  appear  and  contest 
the  probate,  and  the  judgment  is  not  that  this  or  that  person 
shall  pay  a  sum  of  money  or  do  any  particular  act,  bnt  that  the 
instrument  is  or  is  not  the  will  of  the  testator.  It  determines^ 
the  status  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  proceeding.  The  judg- 
ment is  upon  the  thing  itself,  and  when  t\^Q  proper  steps  required 
by  law  are  taken,  the  judgment  is  conclusive,  and  makes  the 
instrument  (as  to  all  the  world,  at  least,  so  far  as  the  property 
within  the  state  is  concerned)  just  what  the  judgment  of  the 
court  declares  it  ought  to  be.^  This  is  one  instance  of  a  proceed- 
ing upon  a  written  instrument  to  determine  its  state  or  condi- 
tion, and  that  determination  in  its  consequences  involves  and 
incidentally  determines  the  rights  of  individuals  to  property 
afiEected  by  it 

§  294.  A  decree  of  the  United  States  District  Court  adjudge 
ing  a  debtor  to  be  bankrupt  is  in  the  nature  of  a  decree  in  rem 
as  respects  the  status  of  the  party,  and  in  case  the  court  render- 
ing it  has  jurisdiction  it  is  only  assailable  by  a  direct  proceeding 
in  a  competent  conrt^  if  due  notice  was  given  and  the  adjudica- 


>  Colton  V.  Ross,  2  Paige.  896; 
State  V.  McGlynn,  20  Cal.  294;  Ker- 
rick  y.  Bransby,  7  Brown's  Cus.  437; 
Jones  V.  Jones,  7  Price,  663;  Jones  v. 
Frost,  1  Jacobs,  466;  Pemberton  v. 
Pemberton,  18  Yes.  290;  Adams  y. 
De   Cook,   1  McAU.  258;   Brock  v. 


Frank,  51  Ala.  85;  James  v.  Wffl 
lams,  81  Ark.  175;  Stephen  v.  Ellis^ 
35  Mich.  446;  Broderick's  will,  21 
Wall.  508;  Leland,  in  re,  16  B.  R 
505;  Wbicher  v.  Hume,  7  H.  L.  Cas. 
124;  Ballou  v.  Hudson,  13  Gratt.  682; 
Derland  v.  Harrington,  29  Ala,  95; 
Woodniflf  V.  Taylor,  20  VU  65. 
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tion  is  correct  in  form/    80  a  decree  for  the.  sale  of  the  estate 
of  a  Innatic  is  a  decree  m  rem  and  binding  npon  creditors.' 

§  395.  Proceedings  m  rem  may  be  and  often  are  upon  per- 
sonal chattels  directly  declaring  the  right  to  them  in  such  cases. 
The  proceeding  is  for  the  supposed  violation  by  the  property  (so 
to  speak)  of  some  public  law  or  regulation  by  which  it  is  alleged 
that  the  title  of  the  former  owner  has  become  divested.  The 
property  being  seized,  a  proceeding  is  then  instituted  against  it 
upon  an  allegation  stating  the  cause  for  which  it  has  been  for- 
feited, upon  which  public  notice  is  given  in  some  prescribed 
form  to  all  persons  to  appear  and  contest  the  allegation.  It  is 
by  no  means  certain  that  all  persons  having  an  interest  in  the 
property  have  actual  notice  of  the  proceeding ;  but  if  the  thing 
itself  upon  which  the  proceeding  is  had  be  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court,  all  persons  interested  are  held  to  have  con- 
structive notice,  and  the  sentence  or  decree  of  the  court  declaring 
the  state  or  condition  of  the  property  is  conclusive  upon  all  the 
world.  A  sale  of  the  property  under  such  a  sentence  passes  the 
right  absolutely,  and^  further,  in  cases  of  judgments  in  courts  of 
admiralty  they  are  also  conclusive  evidence  of  the  facts  stated  in 
the  decree  to  have  been  found  by  the  courts  as  the  basis  of  the 
decree,  so  the  judgments  of  municipal  courts  acting  in  rem 
within  the  sphere  of  their  jurisdiction  would  have  the  same 
effect. 

§  296.  Under  the  term  judgment  m  rem  are  included  judg- 
ments of  courts  of  admiralty  relating  to  a  prize  or  a  judgment  of 
condemnation,  confiscation  or  forfeiture  un'der  the  revenue  or 
excise  laws,  and  the  judgments  of  all  other  courts  directly  upon 
the  personal  status  or  relations  of  the  party,  such  as  marriage, 
divorce,  bastardy,  settlement,  an  adjudication  by  a  competent 


>  Way  V.  Howe,  106  Mass.  503;  Wie-  ton  v.    McConnell,    8   Wheat    884 

land,  in  re,  L.  R  6  Ch.  App.  486;  Nations  v.  Johnson,  24  How.   105 

Woodruff  V.  Taylor,  20  Vt.  65;  Man-  I^Arcy  ▼.  Ketchum,  11  How.  165 

kin  V.  Chandler,  2  Brock.  125;  Shaw-  Webster  v.  Reid,  11  How.  437.    See 

han  V.  Whenritt,  7  How.  627;  Imrie  Ante,  Ch.  lY.  §§  248,  249,  250,  251. 
V.  Castrique,  8  C.  B.  N.  S.  407;  Carter        *  Latham  v.   Wiswall   2  lied.  Ch. 

V.  Dimmick,  4  H.  L.  Cas.  846;  Hamp-  294. 
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tribunal  of  a  qnestion  of  deeoent  or  pedigree.*  The  deciaion  of 
a  court  of  probate,  orphans'  courts,  guardians'  courts,  courts 
of  ordinary,  surrogates'  courts,  courts  martial,  ecclesiastical  and 
spiritual  courts,  courts  baring  probate  jurisdiction  upon  the 
validity  of  a  will.'  The  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  an  admin* 
istrator,  executor  or  guardian,*  or  a  court  having  jurisdiction  in 
bankruptcy  or  insolvency  matters,  as  an  order  discharging  the 
person  or  estate  of  a  bankrupt  from  the  obligation  of  his  debts,^ 
estops  all  parties  from  disputing  the  point  decreed,  whether  they 
were  or  were  not  parties  to  the  proceeding  in  which  the  decree 
was  made.  80  a  judgment  or  decree  regarding  the  legal  status 
or  authority  of  parties.*  Thus  a  decision  of  the  Senate  of  New 
Hampshire  that  a  person  claiming  a  seat  as  senator  was  duly 
elected,  &c.,  can  not  be  questioned  by  the  executive  or  judicial 
departments.  For  they  operate  precisely  like  a  judgment  of 
condemnation  or  forfeiture  in  rendering  the  person  what  they 
pronounce  him  to  be,  as  the  grant  of  letters  testamentary  or  ad- 
ministration,* the  appointment  of  a  guardian,^  or  the  naturaliza- 
tion of  an  alien,*  or  the  adjudication  or  settlement  of  a  pauper  ;* 
and  in  many  States  proceedings  to  foreclose  tax  liens,  the 
proceedings  are  in  rem  against  the  land,  and  all  persons  are  in- 
terested and  bound  by  the  judgment.'* 


^Ennis  v.  Smith,  14  How.  401; 
Hood  V.  Hood,  110  Mass.  468;  fiurlen 
V.  Shannon,  3  Gray,  887;  Smith  v. 
Smith,  18  Gray,  209. 

*  Dublin  y.  Chadburn,  16  Mass.  438; 
Laughton  v.  Atkins,  1  Pick.  535; 
Hodges  V.  Baneham,  8  Yerger,  186; 
Vanderford  v.  Van  Valkenburg,  6  N. 
Y.  100;  Holliday  ▼.  Ward,  19  Pa.  St. 
485;  LoTetty.MathewB,24Pa.St.838; 
Shinn  v.  Holmes,  25  Pa.  142;  Slem- 
mer's  Appeal,  44  Pa.  St  896;  Schultz 
▼.  Schultz,  14  Gratt.  858;  Box  ▼. 
Laurence,  14  Tex.  845;  Peters  v. 
Ins.  Co.,  8  Sumner,  889;  Herbert  t. 
Hanrick,  16  Ala.  581 ;  Wills  y.  Sprague, 
8  Gratt.  855;  Judson  y.  Lake,  3  Conn. 
818;  Dickenson  v.  Hayes,  81  Conn. 
417. 


•  Tibbetts  y.  TUton.  24  N.  H.  120; 
Bryant  y.  Allen,  6  N.  H.  116;  Clark 
y.  Callahan,  2  Watts,  259. 

^Merriam  v.  Sewall,  8  Gray.  816; 
Liyermore  y.  Swasey,  7  Mass.  218; 
Bellows,  in  re,  8  Story  C.  C.  128; 
Very  y.  McHenry,  28  Me.  206. 

•  Opinion  of  Justices,  56  N.  H.  570; 
Co.  Litt.  852  b. 

•  Laurence  v.  Englesby,  24  Vt.  42; 
Stein  y.  Bennett,  24  Vt  803;  Rayland 
y.  Green,  22- Miss.  194. 

1  Farrar  y.  Olmsted,  24  Vt  128. 

•  McCarthy  y.  Marsh,  5  N.  Y.  268; 
State  y.  Penny,  10  Ark.  621. 

>  Reg.  y.  Hartington.  4  £1L  &  B. 
780;  Reg.  y.  Wye.  7  A.  &  E.  761. 

><^Pritchard  ▼.  Madden*  24  Eaa. 
486. 
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§  297.  In  regard  to  courts  of  admiralty  or  prize  the  very 
nature  of  the  qneation  of  prize  is  beyoud  the  jurisdiction  of 
common  law  and  state  courts,  for  the  reason  that  the  jurisdiction 
is  exclusively  vested  in  courts  of  a;dmiralty,  which  in  this  country 
are  United  States  courts  whose  jarisdiction  alone  can  extend  on 
the  high  seas.  The  Federal  courts  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
all  seizures,  whether  made  on  land  or  water,  for  a  breach  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  Btates,  while  the  admiralty  jurisdiction  of 
the  district  courts  extends  to  all  cases  of  seizure  in  waters  navi- 
gable by  vessels  of  ten  or  more  tons  burthen,  therefore  they 
must  be  conclusive  on  all  other  courts.  In  the  English  courts  of 
exchequer,  as  well  as  in  American  courts,  where  proceedings  m 
rem  have  been  commenced,  it  is  conclusive  evidence  to  any 
other  court  as  well  as  to  all  the  world  that  the  goods  are  liable 
to  be  seized,  for  the  reason  that  by  the  judgment  of  condemna- 
tion the  title  to  the  property  is  irrevocably  changed  and  vested 
in  the  government;  it  is  the  judgment  of  condemnation  that 
changes  the  title  and  not  the  act  of  seizure,^  therefore  a  judg- 
ment in  an  admiralty  or  prize  court  condemning  a  vessel  as 
enemy's  property  or  for  violation  of  international  law,  binds  the 
property,  though  obtained  without  notice  to  the  party  interested, 
and  is  final  ajid  conclusive  upon  all  other  courts;  and  a  sale 
made  in  pursuance  thereof  vests  an  indefeasible  title  in  the  pur- 
chaser against  the  world,  no  matter  how  deficient  the  title  may 
have  been  of  the  parties  who  were  in  possession  of  the  vessel 
through  whose  acts  the  forfeiture  was  occasioned,*  and  it  follows 
as  a  necessary  consequence  that  there  can  be  no  action  main- 
tained either  in  trespass  or  trover  for  taking  the  property.' 

§  297a.  In  Scott  v.  Shearman,  the  court  in  its  opinion  by  Jus- 
tice Blackstone,  said  :  '^  The  only  possible  ground  that  the  plaint- 
iff can  rely  on  in  the  present  case,  which  is  unaccompanied  with 

• 

>  Cook  V.  Howard,  13  Johns.  276;  Globe.  3  61.  0.  C.  427;  Bradstreet  v. 

LeCaux  V.  Eden,  2Doag.  614.  Ins.   Co.,  8  Sum.  600;  Crousdon  v. 

*  Hughes    V.   Cornelius,  2    Show.  Leonard,  4  Cranch,  494. 
232;  Rio  Grande,  The.  23  Wall,  468;        •  Scott  v.8hearman,2  Wm.  Bla.  977; 

Fenhallow   v.    Doane,  8    Dall.    54;  Geyer  ▼.  Aguilar,  7  T.  R  696;  Lane 

Buchanan  v.  Briggs,  2  Teates,  232;  v.  Degberg,  Bullers  N.  P.  244;  Whit- 

Boae  ▼.  Huntley,  4  Cranch,  291;  The  ney  ▼.  Walsh,  1  Cush.  29;  Gelston  ▼. 

Hoyt,  13  Johns.  561. 
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misbehavior  or  any  unwarrantable  violence,  is  that  the  goods 
were  not  in  tmth  liable  to  be  seized  by  the  laws  of  the  customs ; 
although  by  the  plaintifPs  default  they  have  been  condenined  in 
the  exchequer.  But  I  take  this  condemnation  to  be  conclusive 
evidence  to  all  the  world  that  the  goods  were  liable  to  be  seized, 
and  that,  therefore,  this  action  will  not  lie. 

"  1.  Because  of  the  implicit  credit  which  the  law  gives  to  any 
judgment  in  a  court  of  record  having  competent  jurisdiction  of 
the  subject-matter ;  the  jurisdiction  in  this  case  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  is  not  only  competent,  but  sole  and  exclusive.  And 
though  it  be  said  that  no  notice  is  given  to  the  owner  in  person, 
and  that,  therefore,  he  is  not  bound  by  the  condemnation,  not 
being  a  party  to  the  suit,  yet  the  seizure  itself  is  notice  to  the 
owner,  who  is  presumed  to  know  whatever  becomes  of  his  own 
goods.  He  knew  they  were  seized  by  a  revenue  officer.  He 
knew  they  were  carried  to  the  king's  warehouse.  He  knew,  or 
might  have  known,  that  by  the  course  of  law  the  validity  of  thai 
seizure  would  come  on  to  be  examined  in  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer, and  could  be  examined  nowhere  else.  He  had  notice  by 
the  two  proclamations,  according  to  the  course  of  that  court.  He 
had  notice  by  the  writ  of  appraisement,  which  must  be  publicly 
executed  on  the  spot  where  the  goods  were  detained.  And  hav- 
ing neglected  this  opportunity  of  putting  in  his  claim,  and  trying 
the  point  of  forfeiture,  it  was  his  own  laches,  and  he  shall  be 
forever  concluded  by  it,  not  only  with  respect  to  the  goods  them- 
selves, but  every  other  collateral  remedy  for  taking  them.  For 
it  would  be  nugatory  to  debar  him  from  recovering  directly  the 
identical  goods  that  are  condemned,  if  he  is  allowed  to  recover 
obliquely  damages  equivalent  to  their  value. 

^^  2.  Because,  the  property  of  the  goods  being  changed,  and 
irrevocably  vested  in  the  crown  by  the  judgment  of  condemna- 
tion (as  is  clear  beyond  any  dispute,  and  conceded  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff),  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  neither 
trespass  nor  trover  can  be  maintained  for  taking  them  in  an 
orderly  manner.  For  the  condemnation  has  a  retrospect  and 
relation  backwards  to  the  time  of  the  seizure.  The  spirituous 
liquors  that  were  seized  were,  therefore,  at  the  time  of  the  sei- 
zure, the  goods  and  chattels  cfi  his  Majesty,  and  not  of  the  plaint* 
iff,  as  in  his  declaration  he  has  necessarily  declared  them  to  be, 
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since  neither  treepass  nor  trover  will  lie  for  taking  of  goods, 
anlees  at  the  time  of  the  taking  the  property  was  in  the  plaintiff.'' 
The  sentence  or  decree  of  a  court  of  admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction,  in  rem,  is  binding  on  all  the  world,  as  to  matters 
which  were  directly  in  issue  therein ;  and,  therefore,  where  an 
information  was  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
against  certain  goods  alleged  to  have  been  imported  contrary  to 
law,  and  upon  the  proceedings  thereon,  the  court  adjudged  and 
decreed  that  the  said  goods  be  and  remain  forfeited  to  the  United 
States,  it  was  held,  in  an  action  by  the  vendee  to  recover  the 
purchase  money,  that  the  judgment  was  conclusive  evidence  that 
such  goods  were  liable  to  forfeiture,  not  only  at  the  time  of  the 
decree,  but  also  at  the  time  of  their  importation.' 

§  298.  The  same  principle  applies  to  a  decree  of  any  compe- 
tent tribunal,  that  property  has  been  forfeited  for  a  breach  of  a 
municipal  law  or  local  regulation  which  decrees  a  sale  as  the 
means  of  carrying  the  forfeiture  into  effect,*  or  for  a  libel  filed 
for  repairs  or  supplies  furnished  to  a  vessel,  whether  the  action 
is  in  an  admiralty  or  in  a  state  court,  under  a  special  enactment." 
So  a  judgment  ordering  the  sale  of  a  foreign  vessel,  by  the 
master  of  it,  which  has  stranded  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  decreeing  the  sale,  is  conclusive  upon  all  the  world,  and 
estops  all  persons  from  questioning  the  title  of  the  purchaser  in 
any  foreign  country,  where  the  vessel  may  be  taken  after  being 
got  off  and  repaired.*  It  is,  therefore,  evident  that  this  class  of 
judgments  are  conclusive,  not  only  upon  the  parties  actually  liti- 
gating in  the  cause,  but  upon  third  parties  who  are  termed  strang- 
ers ;  but  the  whole  world.*  The  reasons,  therefore,  are,  first, 
that  in  such  cases,  where  the  res  is  the  subject  matter  of  the  liti- 
gation, every  one  who  has  any  interest  or  can  possibly  be  affected 


>  Whitney  v.  Walsh,  1  Cu8h.'20. 

■  Hoyt  V.  Ctelston,  18  Johns.  141; 
Bradstreet  v.  Ins.  Co.,  8  Samn.  600; 
Certain  Logs,  &c„  2  Sumn.  589;  81o-  • 
cum  v.  Mayberry,  2  Wheat.  1 ;  Gel- 
ston  V.  Hoyt,  8  Wheat.  246;  Megee  v. 
Beime,  89  Pa.  St.  50;  Hadson  v.  Qus- 
tier,  4  Cranch,  296;  Williams  v.  Arm- 
Toyd,  7  Cranch,  284. 

*  Imrie  V.  Castrique,  8  C.  B.  N.  8. 


405;  Robert  Fulton,  The,  1  Paine, 
620;  Lumley  v.  Quarry,  7  Mod.  9; 
Hart  v.  McNamara,  4  Price,  154; 
Street  y.  Ins.  Co.,  12  Rich.  L.  13;  The 
Globe,  2  Bl.  C.  C.  427;  Thompson  v^ 
Steamboat  Morton,  2  Ohio  S.  26. 

« Cammel  v.  Sewell,  8  H.  &  N. 
617. 

•  Btoughton  ▼.  Taylor,  2  Paine  C. 
C.  656. 
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by  the  judgment,  is  entitled  to  appear  and  assert  his  own  rights 
by  becoming  and  being  made  an  actual  party  to  the  proceedings. 
Second,  on  the  principle  interest  repnblioae  ut  ritfinius  IMum^  it 
is  essential  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  community,  that 
questions  of  this  kind  should  not  be  left  in  doubt ;  but,  that  our 
domestic  and  social  relations  should  be  clearly  defined  and  con- 
clusively settled  and  at  rest,  and  on  this  ground  such  judgments 
can  neither  be  set  aside  or  impeached  collaterally,  either  by  par- 
tics  or  strangers,  on  any  other  ground  than  the  want  of  author- 
ity or  jurisdiction  of  the  tribunal  rendering  the  judgment  or 
decree.  Some  instances  may  be  found  where  this  class  of  judg- 
ments partake  of  the  nature  of  judgments  m  peraonam,  as  for 
example,  the  Federal  courts  have  jurisdiction  .of  revenue  cases. 
They  declare  property  forfeited  fo»  a  violation  of  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  while  the  judgment  of  forfeiture 
is  conclusive  upon  the  whole  world,  as  regards  the* property  for- 
feited, the  judgment  of  the  same  court  in  the  same  action,  for 
the  same  violation  of  the  revenue  laws  convicting  the  party  ia 
not  so,  because  that  is  a  judgment  in  personam.  But  a  proceed- 
ing in  rem  can  affect  only  the  property  attached  or  described  ia 
the  bill,  and  when  the  proceeding  is  under  some  statutory  pro- 
vision, all  the  forms  must  be  strictly  complied  with  and  pursued, 
or  the  judgment  loses  the  conclusive  effect  attached  to  proceed- 
ings in  rem} 

§  299.  Another  class  of  proceedings  in  rem  are  actions 
brought  for  the  recovery  of  title  to  real  estate,  but  they  are  com- 
menccd  by  personal  service  or  notice  by  publication,  as  in  actions 
in  personam.  The  force  of  the  judgment  in  regard  to  its  con- 
clusive effect  is  limited  primarily  and  exclusively  to  the  matter 
or  land  in  litigation.  The  estoppel  is  limited  to  those  who  have 
been  made  parties  to  the  action  by  appearance  or  service  of  pro- 
cess. Natural  justice,  as  embodied  in  the  fundamental  principle 
of  the  law,  res  inter  alios  acta  alteri  nooere  non  deiet^  will  not 
suffer  the  title  of  third  persons  or  strangers  to  the  litigation  to> 
be  barred  by  any  order  or  execution  based  on  such  a  judgment," 

>  Boswell  V.  Dickenson,  4  McLean,     Ragan*8  Est.,  7  Watts.  488;  Peters  v. 
262.  Dunnels,  5  Neb.  400. 

*  Jackson  v.  Brown,  8  Johnd.  459; 
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as,  for  example,  judgments  in  ejectment  are  executed  by  a  writ 
which  transfers  the  title  from  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
as  they  operate  upon  the  rea  they  are  jndgments  in  rem^  but  in 
all  other  respects  they  operate  as  judgments  inpersofuinh  as  they 
do  not  and  cannot  affect  the  title  of  strangers  to  the  action  who 
were  in  no  wise  interested  or  made  parties  to  it,^  and  this  prin- 
ciple is  not  applicable  to  proceedings  which  pursue  the  course  of 
common  law,  but  of  those  which  are  founded  and  regulated  by 
statute.' 

§  300.  All  persons  in  every  part  of  the  world  are  concluded 
by  the  sentence  of  a  prize  court  in  a  case  clearly  coming  within 
its  jurisdiction.  A  prize  court  having  rendered  a  decree  has  no 
power  to  re-open  it  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  at  which  it 
was  rendered.*  A  judgment  m  rem  is  conclusive,  and  binds  the 
property,  though  obtained  without  notice  to  the  party  interested. 
So  a  sentence  of  a  United  States  District  Court  on  the  question 
of  forfeiture,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  is  conclusive, 
and  the  question  cannot  be  again  litigated  in  a  common  law  court, 
and  an  admiralty  decree  in  a  proceeding  m  rem  for  a  forfeiture, 
is  conclusive  upon  all  parties  claiming  an  interest  in  the  thing. 
But  a  decree  in  a  statutory  proceeding  is  not  conclusive,  unless 
the  forms  be  strictly  pursued,  and  a  proceeding  in  rem  can  only 
affect  the  property  attached  as  described  in  the  bill. 

§301.  Justice  Story,  in  an  elaborate  opinion  says:  "When 
property  is  seized,  and  libeled  as  forfeited  to  the  government, 
the  sole  object  of  the  suit  is,  to  ascertain  whether  the  seizure  be 
rightful  and  the  forfeiture  incurred  or  not  %  A  judgment  or 
decree  acts  upon  the  property  seized  and  forfeited,  and  is  conclu- 
sive upon  the  whole  world,.  If  the  judgment  is  one  of  condem- 
nation, it  completely  changes  the  title  of  the  property,  and  the 
new  title  thus  acquired  by,  and  through  the  forfeiture,  travels 


'  Decosta  v.  Atkins,  Bulleis  N.  P.  '  Hollingsworth  v.  Barbour,  4  Pet. 

87;  Hunter  v.  Butts,   8  Camp.  4&\  466;   Williamson  v.  Berry,   8  How« 

Chirac  v.  Reineckej*,  11  Wheat.  280;  495;  Boswell  v.  Dickinson,  4  McLean, 

Keid  V.  Stanley,  6    W.   &  8.  369;  262;  Ege  v.  Sidle,  8  Pa.  St.  124;  Mc- 

Ohirac  v.  Rdnecker,  2  Pet.  618;  Den  Kee  v.  McEee,  38  Pa.  St.  281. 

V.  White,  7  T.  R.  112.  »  Lizzie  Weston,  Bl.  Pr.  Cases,  144; 


The  Major  Barbour,  lb.  810. 


Vol.  L— 38 


\ 


354  The  Law  of  Estoppel. 

with  the  thing  in  all  its  fatare  progress.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  acquitted,  the  taint  of  forfeiture  is  completely  removed,  and 
cannot  be  re-annexed  to  it.  The  original  owner  stands  upon  his 
title,  discharged  of  any  latent  claims  with  which  the  supposed 
forfeiture  may  have  previously  infected  it.  A  sentence  of 
acquittal  in  rem^  ascertains  a  fact  as  much  as  ^a  sentence  of  con- 
demnation ;  it  ascertains  and  fixes  the  fact  that  the  property  is 
not  liable  to  the  asserted  claims  of  forfeiture,  and  it  is  therefore 
conclusive  iipon  all  the  world  of  the  non-existence  of  the  title  of 
forfeiture,  for  the  same  reason  that  a  sentence  of  condemnation 
is  conclusive  of  the  existence  of  the  title  of  forfeiture.  It  would 
be  strange  indeed,  if,  when  the  forfeiture  ex  directo  could  not  be 
enforced  against  the  thing,  but  by  an  acquittal,  was  completely 
purged  away,  that  the  forfeiture  might  be  indirectly  enforced 
through  the  seizing  officer ;  and  that  he  should  be  at  libert}'  to 
assert  a  title  for  the  government,  which  is  judicially  abandoned 
by,  or  conclusively  established  against  the  government  itself ; 
because  the  decree  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  r&niy 
is,  as  to  the  points  directly  in  judgment,  conclusive  upon  the  whole 
world,*  and  in  this  connection  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  when- 
ever a  question  arises  in  which  the  authority  of  a  legal  tribunal 
is  to  be  exercised  in  regard  to  a  specific  thing,  the  decision  is  con- 
clusive, not  only  upon  the  Res  itself,  but  upon  the  question,  and 
it  estops  all  contradiction  in  any  other  litigation  with  reference 
to  the  same  property  between  persons  who  were  not  parties  to 
the  judgment,  and  founded  on  a  contract  prior  to  the  time  when 
the  decision  was  rendered  in  reference  to  the  same  property, 
although  between  persons  not  parties  to  the  former  action,  and 
founded  on  a  contract  previous  to  its  rendition.  A  decree  by  a 
court  of  admiralty  condemning  a  vessel,  for  a  violation  of  the 
revenue  law  of  a  foreign  country,  or  a  breach  of  a  blockade,  will 
not  only  convey  an  indefeasible  title  to  those  who  become  pur- 
chasers under  the  decree,  but  it  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
cause  of  condemnation  in  any  action  that  may  arise  between  the 
owners  of  the  vessel  and  the  insurers.*    A  decree  apportioning 


»  Gelston  v.  Hoyt,  3  'VNTicat.  246.  600;  Baxter  v.  Ins.  Co.,  6  Mass.  275; 

*  Croudson  v.  Leonard,  4  Oranch,     Queen  v.  Hartington,  4  Ellis  &  BL 
484;  Bradstreet  v.  Ins.  Co.,  8  Sumner,     788. 
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« I088  ocoasioned  by  a  collision  at  sea,  is  not  only  conclusive,  in  a 
subsequent  action  by  the  insurers,  of  the  loss  and  share  of  each 
vessel,  but  of  the  cause  and  nature  of  the  collision.' 

§  802.  "  The  universal  effect  of  a  judgment  in  rem  is  that  it 
is  a  solemn  declaration  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  upon 
the  status  of  a  thing,  which  very  declaration  operates  upon  the 
status  of  the  thing  adjudicated  upon,  and  renders  it  ipso  facto^ 
4Buch  as  it  is  thereby  declared  to  be,  and  is.  therefore  binding  upon 
the  whole  world.  Thus,  a  condemnation  of  goods  or  a  prize, 
not  only  declares  them  liable  to  forfeiture,  bat  accomplishes  the 
forfeiture  accordingly.  When  the  status  of  a  thing  is  thus 
altered,  it  follows  that  the  judgment  altering  it  must  estop  the 
whole  world,  for  it  would  be  absurd  to  try  the  question  whether 
a  thing  was  or  was  not  what  it  is  declared  to  be,  when  the 
judgment  has  not  only  declared  but  rendered  it  such,  and  where 
the  title  to  the  property  is  changed  and  irrevocably  vested  in  the 
government  by  a  judgment  of  condemnation.  Neither  trover  or 
trespass  will  lie  for  taking  them  in  an  orderly  manner,  and  this 
must  be  the  meaning  of  the  doctrine  as  laid  down  by  Lord  Coke,* 
where  he  states  that  "  where  the  record  of  the  estoppel  runs  to 
the  disabilitie  of,  or  legitimation  of  the  person,  there  all  strang- 
ers shall  take  the  benefit  of  that  record  as  cmUawrie^  excomenge- 
ment^profession,  (Utainder  of  praemununeriy  dhc,^  fdonie^  cfea, 
hastardie^  midiertie^  cmd  shall  conclude  the  partus^  though  they 
he  strangers  to  the  recordP  In  all  these  cases  the  record  operates 
upon  the  status  of  the  individual.  The  judgment  of  ouUanjorie 
not  merely  declares  the  party  an  outlaw,  but  renders  him  so ;  and 
is,  therefore,  a  judgment  vn  rem.  It,  therefore,  seems  impossible 
to  say  that  where  the  status  of  the  thing  is  actually  operated 
upon,  that  operation  shall  be  of  less  effect,  because  some  other 
court,  had  it  been  called  upon,  might  have  produced  a  similar 
one.  It  may  happen  that  after  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction 
has  decreed  in  rem^  some  other  court  proceeding  in  rem  may 
pronounce  a  contrary  decree  on  the  same  subject  matter.  But 
that  tribunal  assumes  a  power  of  appeal,  and  it  is  as  a  judgment 

^  Magoun  v.  Ins.  Co.,  1  Story,  107;     Peters  v.  Ins.  Co.,  8  Sunmer,  899. 
:8treet  v.  Ins.  Co.,  12  Bleb.  L.  18;        •!  Inst.  863b. 
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of  an  appellate  court  that  its  decision  can  be  looked  on  as  war- 
rantable." 

§  303.  A  judicial  sentence  in  rem  will  be  conclusive  on  all  the 
world,  whether  a  corporation,  State,  or  United  States,  was  plaint- 
iff, or  an  individual.  A  judgment  is  equally  conclusive,  which 
ever  way  it  is  pronounced,  whether  it  be  of  forfeiture  or  acquit- 
tal, and,  if  it  be  the  latter,  is  as  effectual  an  estoppel  as  though  it 
was  of  condemnation,  in  justifying  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
seizing  the  property  on  the  ground  that  it  had  incurred  a  forfeit- 
ure, as  a  judgment  of  condemnation  would  be  in  estopping  the 
owners  from  averring  that  the  seizure  was  illegal,  and  no  forfeit- 
ure had  occurred. 

§  304.  The  jurisdiction  acquired  by  a  court,  by  seizure  of  the 
resj  is  not  to  condemn  the  property  without  further  proceedings. 
The  physical  seizure  does  not  of  itself  establish  the  allegations  of 
the  complaint  or  libel,  and  cannot,  therefore,  authorize  the  imme- 
diate forfeiture  of  the  property  seized.  A  sentence  rendered  sim- 
ply from  the  fact  of  seizure  would  not  be  a  judicial  determination 
of  the  question  of  forfeiture,  but  a  mere  arbitrary  edict  of  the 
judicial  officer.  The  seizure  in  a  suit  in  rem  only  brings  the 
property  seized  within  the  custody  of  the  court,  and  informs  the 
owner  of  that  fact.  The  theory  of  the  law  is,  that  all  property 
is  in  the  possession  of  its  owner  in  person  or  by  agent,  and  that 
its  seizure  will,  therefore,  operate  to  impart  notice  to  him» 
Where  notice  is  thus  given,  the  owner  has  the  right  to  appear 
and  be  heard  respecting  the  charges  for  which  the  forfeiture  is 
claimed.  That  right  must  be  recognized  and  its  exercise  allowed 
before  the  court  can  proceed  beyond  the  seizure  to  judgment* 
The  jurisdiction  acquired  by  the  seizure  is  not  to  pass  upon  the 
question  of  forfeiture  absolutely,  but  to  pass  upon  that  question 
after  opportunity  has  been  afforded  to  its  owner  and  parties  inter- 
ested to  appear  and  be  heard  upon  the  charges.  To  this  end, 
some  notification  of  the  proceedings,  beyond  that  arising  from 
the  seizure,  prescribing  the  time  within  which  the  appearanco 
must  be  made,  is  essential.  Sach  notification  is  usually  given  by 
monition,  public  proclamation,  or  publication  in  some  other  form. 
The  manner  of  the  notification  is  immaterial,  but  the  notifica^ 
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iion  itself  is  indiBpensable/  Therefore,  no  judgment  in  rem  can 
be  binding  unless  the  situation  of  the  property  seized,  or  to  be 
6eized,  is  such  as  to  render  it  amenable  to  the  authority  of  the 
court  which  renders  the  decree,  or  unless  the  proceedings  are 
eonducted  in  accordance  with  the  well  established  forms  and 
principles  which  the  jurisprudence  of  all  coimtries  regards  as 
essential  to  the  safety  and  validity  of  judicial  actions.  And  it 
also  depends  upon  the  fact  whether  the  court  had  power  to  make 
a  decree  of  that  kind,  and  whether  the  property  was  so  situated 
that  the  exercise  of  the  judicial  power  would  be.efiectual  in 
rendering  it  what  it  declared  it  to  be.  In  order  to  render  a  judg- 
ment, sentence,  or  decree  m  rem^  the  right  arises  from  an  actual 
or  constructive  possession  of  the  Ren^  acquired  or  held  in  such  a 
way  as  to  make  it  a  fit  subject  for  adjudication,  and  when  this 
has  been  once  acquired  by  a  duly  authorized  tribunal,  no  other  is 
allowed  to  interfere  with  the  tribunal  which  first  obtains  juris- 
<liction,  until  the  first  tribunal  has  fully  adjudicated  all  matters 
connected  therewith. 

§  805.  As  a  general  rule  strangers  are  not  bound  by  nor  can 
they  take  advantage  of  an  estoppel,  and  it  is  not  to  be  presumed 
that  the  law  intends  parties  to  be  bound  by  proceedings  to  which 
they  were  strangers  and  had  no  opportunity  of  being  heard  ;  for 
instance,  where  a  vessel  is  sold  at  a  sheriff's  sale  under  a  judg- 
ment rendered  in  an  action  upon  an  account  for  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  sold  and  delivered  in  the  shape  of  supplies  or 
necessaries,  will  not  estop  third  parties,  notwithstanding  service 
was  made  by  publication,  and  ''  interested  parties  notified  to  show 
€ause,"  unless  by  special  statutory  enactment  by  the  legislature  of 
the  state  in  which  the  proceedings  are  had,  such  actions  being 
made  proceedings  in  remy  thus  obviating  the  necessity  of  having 
the  interested  parties  in  court,  as  is  done  by  the  statute  of  Mis- 
souri.'   But  it  has  since  been  decided  that  state  legislatures  have 

»  Stoughton  V-  Taylor,  2  Paine  C.  sole  owner.    Flanigan  v.  Turner,  1 

O.  655.   One  who  is  sued  in  admiralty  Black,  491. 

for  repairs  to  a  vessel  is  estopped  to  '  Bitter  v.  Jamestown,  38  Mo.  S48. 
deny  ownership,  by  the  fact,  that  on  In  Arkansas  a  judgment  in  rem 
a  previous  sale  of  the  vessel,  by  the  against  a  steamboat,  unsatisfied,  can- 
order  of  another  court,  he  claimed  and  not  be  pleaded  as  a  former  recovery  in 
received  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  as  bar  of  an  action  against  the  owners  of 
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no  anthoritj  to  create  maritime  liens  or  confer  jurisdiction  npoD 
state  courts  to  enforce  such  liens  by  proceedings  in  rem.  Such 
jurisdiction  is  vested  exclusively  in  the  courts  of  admiralty  of 
the  United  States.'  Where  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  land 
are  invested  with  the  character  of  proceedings  in  rem^  by  the 
statutes  of  the  state  in  which  the  land  is  located,  the  judgment 
is  as  conclusive  as  any  other  decree  in  rerriy  because  it  declares 
the  land  to  belong  to  the  successful  party,  and  the  judgment  ren- 
ders it  his,  and  no  foreign  court  can  either  interfere  or  review 
the  decree  with  a  view  or  for  the  purpose  of  redressing  any  in- 
justice that  might  have  been  or  was  committed. 

§  306.  Fraud  will  vitiate  any  contract  or  judgihent,  and  may 
be  pleaded  either  in  a  judgment  inter  partes  or  in  rem^  and  it 
makes  no  difiercDce  whether  they  are  foreign  or  domestic  judg- 
ments, but  it  must  be  understood  with  this  proviso,  that  fraud, 
collusion  or  covin  must  be  proven,  and  not  deduced  from  mero 
inference.  This  may  be  done  when  they  are  urged  against 
strangers  to  the  proceedings,  who  have  had  no  opportunity  to 
a(>pear  and  take  the  necessary  step  for  their  protection,  and  may 
be  plead  either  collaterally  or  in  a  direct  proceeding.  Estoppels 
in  rem  are  subject  to  the  same  limitations  which  are  applicable 
to  those  in  personam^  and  are  limited  only  to  the  subject  mat- 
ter in  litigation,  and  will  not  be  extended  in  any  way  by  intend* 
ment  or  implication.* 

§  307.  Besides  the  class  of  cases  referred  to  in  the  preceding- 
sections,  there  is  another  class  which  to  a  great  extent  may  bo 
considered  proceedings  in  rem^  while  in  form  they  are  proceed- 
ings "between  the  parties  or  in  personam.  Proceedings  in  attach- 
ment are  in  the  nature  of,  but  not  strictly  a  proceeding  in  rem, 
A  proceeding  in  rem  is  that  in  which  the  process  is  served  on 
the  tiling  itself,  and  the  mere  possession  of  the  thing  itself  by 
the  service  of  the  process,  and  making  proclamation  authorizes^ 
the  court  to  decide  upon  it  without  notice  to  any  individual 
whatever.  In  England  all  the  notice  the  defendant  has  is  by 
the  attachment  of  his  property,  while  in  this  country  the  writ  of 

the  boat  on  the  same  contract    Toby     683;  The  Belfast,  7  WalL  684. 
y.  Brown,  11  Ark.  d08.  *  Atty.    Genl.    v.    King,  6   Frioe» 

*  Deever  v.  Steamer  Hope,  A.  L.  R     195. 
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attachment  is  usually  preceded  or  accompanied  bj  a  summons, 
and  service  made  on  the  defendant  either  personally  or  by  pub- 
lication. If  personal  service  is  had  on  the  defendant,  or  he 
appears  and  pleads,  and  judgment  is  rendered,  it  is  in  personam^ 
and  has  the  same  effect  as  if  he  had  been  .personally  served  with 
notice/  But  an  attachment  of  the  property  where  the  court  has 
jurisdiction  of  the  Hes^  but  not  of  the  pei'son  of  tlie  defendant, 
and  a  sale  of  it  or  a  levy  upon  it,  if  it  be  real  estate,  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  proceeding  in  rem.  The  judgment,  if  the  defendant 
have  no  notice,  is  treated  as  a  nullity,  outside  and  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  rendering  the  judgment,  so  far  as  the 
person  of  the  defendant  is  concerned,  though  it  will  be  held 
binding  as  between  the  parties  so  far  as  regards  the  property,  as 
a  proceeding  in  rem.  The  defendant  cannot  recover  back  the 
property  in  another  jurisdiction.  The  status  of  the  property  is 
determined  by  the  proceeding.  But  the  proceeding  will  not  in 
any  way  afiect  the  status  of  the  property  as  to  other  persons  than 
the  parties  to  the  record  and  those  claiming  by  or  under  them. 

§  308.  ^'  Its  essential  purpose  or  nature  is  to  establish,  by  the 
judgment  of  the  court,  a  demand  or  claim  against  the  defendant, 
and  subject  his  property  lying  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  to  the  payment  of  that  demand.  But  the  plaintiff  is 
met  at  the  commencement  of  his  proceedings  by  the  fact  that 
the  defendant  is  not  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction,  and  can- 
not be  served  with  any  process  by  which  he  can  be  brought  per- 
sonally within  the  power  of  the  court.  For  this  difficulty  the 
statute  has  provided  a  remedy.  It  says  that,  upon  affidavit  being 
made  of  that  fact,  a  writ  of  attachment  may  be  issued  and  levied 
on  any  of  the  defendant's  property,  and  a  publication  may  be 
made  warning  him  to  appear,  and  that  thereafter  the  court  may 
proceed  in  the  case,  whether  he  appears  or  not.  If  the  defendant 
appears,  the  cause  becomes  mainly  a  suit  in  personam^  with  the 
added  incident  that  the  property  attached  remains  liable,  under 
the  control  of  the  court,  to  answer  to  any  demand  which  may  be 
established  against  the  defendant  by  the  final  judgment  of  the 
cojirt.  But,  if  there  is  no  appearance  of  the  defendant,  and  no 
service  of  process  on  him,  the  case  becomes  in  its  essential  nature 

^  Baxrow  v.  Barbridge,  41  Miss.  622. 
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a  proceeding  in  renij  the  only  effect  of  which  is  to  subject  the 
property  attached  to  the  payment  of  the  demand  which  the  court 
may  find  to  be  due  to  the  plaintiff.  That  such  is  the  nature  of 
this  proceeding  in  this  latter  class  of  cases  is  clearly  evinced  by 
two  well-established  propositions:  first,  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  though  in  form  a  personal  judgment  against  the  defendant, 
has  no  effect  beyond  the  property  attached  in  that  suit.  No  gen- 
eral execution  can  be  issued  for  any  balance  unpaid  after  the 
attached  property  is  exhausted.  No  suit  can  be  maintained  on 
such  a  judgment  in  the  same  court  or  any  other ;  nor  can  it  be 
used  as  evidence  in  any  other  proceeding  not  affecting  the  at- 
tached property  ;  nor  could  the  costs  in  that  proceeding  be  col- 
lected of  defendant  out  of  any  other  property  than  that  attached 
in  the  suit.  Second,  the  court,  in  such  a  suit,  cannot  proceed 
unless  the  officer  finds  some  property  of  defendant  on  which  to 
levy  the  writ  of  attachment.  A  return  that  none  can  be  found 
is  the  end  of  the  case,  and  deprives  the  court  of  further  jurisdic- 
tion, though  the  publication  may  have  been  duly  made  and 
proven  in  court." 

§  309.  "  It  is  the  only  doctrine  consistent  with  proper  protec- 
tion to  citizens  of  other  States.  If  without  personal  service 
judgments  inpersoncum  obtained  ex  parte  against  non-residents 
and  absent  parties,  upon  mere  publication  of  process,  which,  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases,  would  never  be  seen  by  the  parties 
interested,  could  be  upheld  and  enforced,  they  would  be  the  con- 
stant instruments  of  fraud  and  oppression.  Judgments  for  all 
sorts  of  claims  upon  contracts  and  for  torts,  real  or  pretended, 
wonld  be  thus  obtained,  under  which  property  would  be  seized, 
when  the  evidence  of  the  transactions  upon  which  they  were 
founded,  if  they  ever  had  any  existence,  had  perished." 

"  Substituted  service  by  publication,  or  in  any  other  author- 
ized form,  may  be  sufficient  to  inform  parties  of  the  object  of 
procedings  taken,  where  property  is  once  brought  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  court  by  seizure  or  some  equivalent  act.  The  law 
assumes  that  property  is  always  in  the  possession  of  its  owner,  in 
person  or  by  agent,  and  it  proceeds  upon  the  theory  that  its 
seizure  will  inform  him,  not  only  that  it  is  taken  into  the  cus- 
tody  of  the  court,  but  that  he  must  look  to  any  proceedings 
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authorized  by  law  upon  snch  seizure  for  its  condemnation  and 
sale.  Such  service  may  also  be  sufficient  in  cases  where  the 
object  of  the  action  is  to  reach  and  dispose  of  property  in  the 
State,  or  of  some  interest  therein,  by  enforcing  a  contract  or  a 
lien  respecting  the  same,  or  to  partition  it  among  different  own- 
ers, or,  when  the  public  is  a  party,  to  condemn  and  appropriate 
it  for  a  public  pnrpofle.  In  other  words,  sncli  service  may  answer 
in  all  actions  which  are  substantially  proceedings  in  rem.  But 
where  the  entire  object  of  the  action  is  to  determine  the  personal 
rights  and  obligations  of  the  defendants, — that  is,  where  the  suit 
is  merely  in  j^ersonamy — constructive  service  in  this  form  upon  a 
uon-resident  is  ineffectual  for  any  purpose.  Process  from  the 
tribunals  of  one  State  cannot  run  into  another  State  and  sum- 
mon parties  there  domiciled  to  leave  its  territory  and  respond  to 
proceedings  against  them.  Publication  of  process  or  notice 
within  the  State  where  the  tribunal  sits  cannot  create  any  greater 
obligation  upon  the  non-resident  to  appear.  Process  sent  to 
him  out  of  the  State  and  process  published  within  it  are  equally 
unavailing  in  proceedings  to  establish  his  personal  liability." 

§  310.  "  The  want  of  authority  of  the  tribunals  of  a  State  to 
adjudicate  upon  the  obligations  of  non-residents,  where  they  have 
no  property  within  its  limits,  is  not  denied,  but  the  position  is 
assumed  that  where  they  have  property  within  the  State  it  is 
immaterial  whether  the  property  is  in  the  first  instance  brought 
under  the  control  of  the  court  by  attachment  or  some  other 
univalent  act,  and  afterwards  applied  by  its  judgment  to  the 
satisfaction  of  demands  against  its  owner ;  or  such  demands  be 
£rst  established  in  a  personal  action,  and  the  property  of  the 
non-resident  be  afterwards  seized  and  sold  on  execution.  But 
the  answer  to  this  position  has  already  been  given  in  the  state- 
ment  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  inquire  into  and  deter- 
mine his  obligations  at  all,  is  only  incidental  to  its  jurisdiction 
over  the  property.  Its  jurisdiction  in  that  respect  cannot  be 
made  to  depend  upon  facts  to  be  ascertained  after  it  has  tried 
the  cause  and  rendered  the  judgment.  If  the  judgment  be  pre- 
viously void,  it  will  not  become  valid  by  the  subsequent  discov- 
ery of  property  of  the  defendant,  or  by  his  subsequent  acquisi- 
tion of  it.    The  judgment,  if  void  when  rendered,  will  always 
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remain  void ;  it  cannot  occupy  the  doabtf nl  position  of  being' 
valid,  if  property  be  f onnd,  and  void  if  there  be  none.  Even  if 
the  position  assumed  were  confined  to  cases  where  the  non-resi- 
dent  defendant  possessed  property  in  the  State  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  it  would  still  make  the'validity  of  the  pro- 
ceedings and  judgment  depend  upon  the  question  whether,  before 
the  levy  of  the  execution,  the  defendant  had  or  had  not  disposed 
of  the  property.  If,  before  the  levy,  the  property  should  be  sold^ 
then,  according  to  this  position,  the  judgment  would  not  be  bind- 
ing. This  doctrine  would  introduce  a  new  element  of  uncer- 
tainty in  judicial  proceedings.  The  contrary  is  the  law ;  the 
validity  of  every  judgment  depends  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  before  it  is  rendered,  not  upon  what  may  occur  subse- 
quently."* And  the  same  rule  applies  in  all  cases  where  judg- 
ments are  rendered  without  personal  service  or  notice.  Where 
property  is  seized  under  an  order  of  attachment  and  no  question 
of  ownership  is  raised,  nor  any  frau^  or  collusion  charged,  final 
judgment  in  the  atstion  concludes  all  inquiry  by  third  persons 
concerning  the  validity  or  regularity  of  the  proceedings,  no  mat- 
ter how  erroneous  they  may  have  been,  provided  the  court  had 
jurisdiction,  and  subsequent  attaching  creditors  cannot  object  that 
objections  were  waived.*    In  many  States  there  is  no  provision 
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for  bringing  suits  bj  attachment  prior  to  the  maturity  of  the 
debt,  and  where  this  practice  is  in  force,  it  is  held  that  the  debtor 
is  not  estopped,  by  knowledge  of  the  suit  or  failing  to  enter  his 
appearance.  That  he  has  his  election  to  do  either — appear  or 
bring  his  action  afterwards.'" 

§  311.  These  general  principles  are  applicable  to  attachments 
on  debts  dae  from  third  parties  to  the  principal  debtor.  But,  in 
order  that  such  debts  may  be  secured  and  the  parties  released 
from  their  liability  to  their  creditors,  by  a  proceeding  m  rem, 
against  the  debt,  the  court  must  have  jurisdiction  over  the 
garnishee  or  party  owing  the  debt  to  the  defendant.*  The  pro- 
ceedings must  be  regular,  and  there  must  be  no  such  fraud  as> 
will  vacate  the  proceedings.*  A  judgment  vn  rem^  while  it 
binds  the  property,  and  upon  sale  vests  an  absolute  title  in  the 
purchaser,  does  not,  if  the  defendant  fails  to  appear  and  defend 
the  proceeding,  have  any  extra-territorial  effect,  so  as  to  give  any 
basis  for  a  personal  action  against  the  defendant  in  a  foreign  sov- 
ereignty. But  where  a  party  replevies  his  property,  and  he  and 
the  sureties  are  garnisheed  in  another  jurisdiction  by  a  creditor 
of  the  attaching  creditor  or  plaintiff,  and  after  judgment  against 
them  and  the  attaching  creditor,  such  judgment  is  satisfied,  the 
judgment  and  satisfaction  is  a  complete  defense  to  the  creditor's 
suit  on  the  replevin  bond,  although  rendered  in  another  State.* 

§  312.  The  distinction  between  proceedings  by  attachment 
and  by  garnishment,  is  that  the  latter  is  a  peculiar  process  by 
which  the  effects  of  the  defendant  which  cannot  be  seized  and 
taken  into  custody  as  in  attachment,  may  still  be  rendered  liable 
to  the  payment  of  his  debts.   Garnishment  is  more  in  the  natm'e 
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of  proceedings  in  rem  than  attachment,  since  its  aim  is  to  invest 
the  plaintiff  with  the  right  and  power  to  appropriate,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  his  claim  against  the  defendant,  property  of  the  defend- 
ant in  the  garnishee's  hands,  or  a  debt  due  from  the  garnishee 
to  the  defendant.  It  is  virtually  a  suit  by  the  defendant,  in  the 
name  of  the  plaintiff  against  the  garnishee,  without  reference  to 
the  defendant's  concurrence  and  against  his  will/  The  distinct 
tion  between  these  proceedings  and  proceedings  in  rem,  is  that 
tho' latter  are  directed  against  the  things  themselves  and  only 
operate  incidentally  upon  the  rights  of  parties ;  while  attach- 
ments and  garnishments  use  the  hold  they  have  obtained  by  the 
seizure  of  specific  property  as  the  means  of  reaching  and  giving 
effect  to  the  rights  of  parties,  and  exercise  no  controlling  author- 
ity over  the  rights  of  strangers,  so  that  attachment  and  garnish- 
ment, strictly  speaking,  are  not  proceedings  m  rem. 

§  313.  Where  one  is  by  garnishment  involuntarily  made  a 
party  to  a  suit  in  which  be  has  no  personal  interest,  he  is  fully 
protected  by  the  proceedings  in  law,  provided  he  acts  in  obe- 
-dience  to  the  orders  of  the  court,  in  the  surrender  and  payment 
of  the  property  attached.  As  a  garnishee  is  a  mere  stakeholder 
for  the  parties  to  the  suit,  he  is  in  a  position  in  which  he  cannot 
act  voluntarily  without  danger  to  his  own  interest.  No  voluntary 
payment  after  garnishment  by  the  garnishee  of  his  debt  to  the 
defendant,  and  with  a  knowledge  on  his  part  of  its  existence,  will 
estop  his  liability  as  a  garnishee,  but  if  it  is  paid  before  garnish- 
ment it  is  as  complete  a  defense  as  it  would  be  in  an  action  against 
him  by  the  defendant  for  the  same  debt.  In  order,  then,  to 
liave  the  protection  and  benefit  of  the  estoppel,  he  can  only  sur- 
render the  property  or  pay  the  debt  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
the  court  which  issues  the  execution,  and  thus  will  protect  him 
not  only  as  against  the  defendant,  but  against  all  parties  claim- 
ing under  him  by  virtue  of  a  grant  or  assignment  subsequent  to 
the  issuing  of  the  garnishment  or  attachment.  Kor  can  a  gar- 
nishee interfere  or  inquire  into  the  proceedings  when  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court  extends  over  the  defendant  and  garnishee  ; 
all  that  he  is  interested  in  is  that  the  proceedings  shall  protect 
Mm  in  any  subsequent  action  against  him  for  the  same  debt,  and 

*  Drake  on  Attachment,  §  452. 


Judgments  in  Rem.  866 

against  a  eecond  payment ;  neither  can  he  avoid  or  reverse  a 
judgment  for  irregularities,  or  claim  the  property  as  exempt  for 
the  debtor,  he  is  bonnd  by  the  judgment.'  The  operation  of  a 
judgment  against  a  garnishee  is  compulsory.  He  has  no  choice 
but  to  pay  in  obedience  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  to  whose 
jurisdiction  he  has  been  subjected ;  the  exercise  of  that  jurisdic* 
tion  effects  a  confiscation  of  the  debt  due  by  the  garnishee  to 
the  defendant,  for  the  plaintiff's  benefit.' 

§  314.  A  judgment  rendered  against  a  garnishee  by  a  court 
having  jurisdiction  of  both  the  action  and  the  person  of  the  gar* 
nishee,  and  if  he  has  satisfied  it  in  due  course  of  law,  is  conclusive 
against  parties  and  privies,  of  all  matters  of  right  and  title, 
decided  by  the  court,  and  constitutes  a  complete  defense  to  any 
subsequent  action  by  the  defendant  against  the  garnishee  for  the 
amount  he  was  compelled  to  pay,*  and  this,  though  the  court  be 
a  foreign  tribunal.*  But  the  judgment  does  not  aftect  any  one 
not  a  party  or  privy  to  it.  A  judgment  in  favor  of  a  garnishee 
is  just  as  conclusive  against  the  plaintiff,  although  it  was  obtained 
by  fraud  and  perjury  committed  by  the  garnishee.  But  a  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  a  garnishee  will  not  estop  his  being  charged  in 
another  suit  by  a  different  party,  on  account  of  the  same  debt, 
for  the  obvious  reason  that  judgments  bind  only  parties  and 
privies,  not  strangers.  Thus,  where  the  respondent  in  a  criminal 
ease  deposited  with  his  lawyer  some  money  belonging  to  his 
employer  to  secure  bail.  The  lawyer  turned  the  money  over  to 
the  bondsman,  and  the  latter,  being  afterward  garnished  by  cred- 
itors of  the  respondent,  paid  out  the  money  to  satisfy  their  claims, 
though  he  had  known,  when  garnished,  that  it  was  the  money  of 
the  employer.  JSeldj  that  he  should  have  so  disclosed,  and  that 
in  a  suit  against  him  by  the  employer,  as  for  money  had  to  plaint- 
iff's use,  he  could  not  set  up  the  application  of  the  money  in 
payment  of  the  claims  of  the  creditors.*    Nor  is  a  judgment 


^Earl  V.  Mathenej,  60  Ind.  202;  Wood   v.    Partridge.    1   Mass.    488; 

Haskell  v.  Summer,  1  Pick.  459.  Schrauth  y.  Bank,  8  Daly,  106. 

*  Drake  on  Attachment,  §  706.  *  Barrow   y.  West,  23   Pick.  270; 

•WigwaU  v.  Union,&c.  Co., 87  Iowa,  Taylor  v.  Pbelps,  1  H.  &  G.  492. 

129 ;  Webster  v.  Lowell,  2  AUen,  128;  >  EimbaU  y.  Macomber»  60  Mich. 

Perkins    y.    Parker,    1   Mass.    117;  362. 
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against  a  garniBbee  res  a^tidicatay  between  him  and  the  defend- 
ant po  as  to  estop  the  defendant  from  claiming  more  in  his  action 
than  the  garnishee  was  considered  in  the  attachment  proceedings 
to  owe ;  if  it  was,  it  would  enable  a  garnishee  to  practice  a  fraud 
upon  his  creditors  by  confessing  in  his' answer  a  smaller  indebt- 
edness than  actually  existed.' 

§  315.  Where  a  part  or  the  whole  6f  a  debt  of  the  garnishee 
to  the  defendant  has  been  paid  under  the  judgment  against  him, 
such  payment  is  as  effectual  an  estoppel  either  pro  tanio  or  com- 
pletely to  a  subsequent  action  by  the  defendant,  as  if  the  pay- 
ment had  been  made  by  the  defendant  himself.'  In  an  action 
against  a  garnishee,  by  his  creditor,  the  attachment  defendant, 
where  there  was  no  allegation  in  the  agreed  statement  of  facts, 
that  the  amount  of  the  judgment  against  the  garnishee  was  equal 
to  his  debt  to  the  defendant,  it  was  presumed  it  was  so.*  A  pay- 
ment of  a  debt  by  one  of  several  joint  debtora  under  garnish- 
ment, is  a  good  defense  by  way  of  estoppel  in  a  subsequent  suit 
1)rought  against  them  by  the  defendant  in  the  attachment  suit.* 
But  a  judgment  rendered  on  the  attachment  for  a  debt  or  fund, 
or  specific  assets  of  any  other  description  will  not  estop  third  par- 
ties from  asserting  a  paramount  or  adverse  right  to  the  property 
attached,  or  growing  out  of  its  negotiation,  when  it  is  negotiable 
security.  An  attachment  will  not  be  a  protection  against  an 
equitable  assignee  who  claims  under  the  defendant,  and  not  par- 
amount to  him,  if  the  garnishee  kiiew  of  the  assignment  and 
failed  to  plead  or  give  it  in  evidence  against  the  attaching  cred- 
itor, unless  the  assignee  was  duly  notified  and  opportunity  given 
to  come  in  and  defend  in  person.  I^or  can  a  sheriff  rely  upon 
an  attachment  against  A.  for  seizing  the  goods  of  B.,  even  when 
the  proceedings  result  in  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  attaching 
creditor,  and  where  he  is  ordered  to  sell  the  goods  on  account  of 
their  perishable  nature,  while  it  may  be  a  sufficient  justification 
for  the  sale ;  it  will  not  relate  back  or  justify  the  original  seizure ; 
for  the  obvious  reason  that  a  judgment  against  the  defendant  or 

*  Baxter  v.  Vincent,  6   Vt    614  ;        •  Canaday  v.  Detrick,  68  Ind.  485. 
Tamsv.  Bullitt,  85  Pa.  St.  508;  Brown        'McAlister  v.  Brooks*  22  Maine. 

V.  Dudley,  88  N.  H.  611;  Robeson  80. 
V.  Carpenter,  7  Mart.  (La.)  80.  «  Cook  v.  Field,  3  Ala.  58. 


Judgments  in  Rem.  367 

{[amiBbee  can  affect  only  the  property  of  the  defendant,  not 
otrangers,  and  does  not  authorize  the  seizure  of  property  belong- 
ing to  third  persons,  for  the  defendant's  debt. 

§  316.  In  regard  to  negotiable  notes  they  cannot  properly  be 
made  the  subject  of  attachment,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
principles  of  law  laid  down  by  Drake  in  his  admirable  work  on 
Attachments.  1st.  It  is  impossible  to  charge  a  garnishee  as  a 
-debtor  of  the  defendant,  unless  it  a/ppea/r  affirmatively  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  garnishment,  the  defendant  had  a  cause  of  action 
against  him,  for  the  recovery  of  a  legal  debt  due,  or  to  become 
due  by  the  efflux  of  time.  2d.  The  attachment  plaintiff  can  hold 
the  garnishee  only  so  far  as  the  defendant  might  hold  him  by  an 
action  at  law.  3d.  The  garnishee  is  under  no  circumstances  to 
be  placed  by  the  garnishment  in  a  worse  condition  than  he  would 
otherwise  be.  4th.  l^o  judgment  should  be  rendered  against 
him  as  garmshee,  where  he  answers  fairly  and  fully,  unless  it 
would  be  available  as  a  defense  against  any  action  afterwards 
brought  against  him  on  the  debt,  in  respect  of  which  he  is 
charged.  Applying  these  well  established  principles  to  this  sub- 
ject, it  seems  that  a  negotiable  instrument  can  not  properly  be 
made  the  subject  of  an  attachment  while  still  running  and  before 
it  has  reached  maturity.  It  bears  the  character  of  negotiable 
paper  until  it  is  due,  and  no  operation  which  can  be  given  to  the 
garnishment  of  the  maker,  can  change  its  nature  in  this  respect. 
As  long  as  it  is  negotiable,  it  is  difficult  for  the  maker  to  say  who 
the  possessor  or  holder  may  be  when  it  reaches  maturity.  If  the  ' 
maker  is  garnisheed  in  an  action  against  the  payee,  and  answers 
that  he  does  not  know  whether  he  is  indebted  or  not,  or  may  be 
indebted  to  the  payee,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  answer  is  insuffi- 
cient to  charge  him,  without  the  risk  of  making  him  liable  twice 
over  for  the  same  debt.^  For  the  reason  that,  his  obligation  is 
not  to  pay  to  any  particular  person,  but  to  the  holder  at  maturity, 
whoever  he  may  be,  and  as  neither  the  garnishee,  the  defendant, 
or  the  court,  can  say  that  the  defendant  will  be  the  holder  of  the 
note  at  its  maturity,  a  judgment  against  the  garnishee  assumes 
he  will  be,  and  necessarily  renders  him  liable  to  pay  the  same 

'  Stone  V.  Elliott,  11  Ohio  S.  252  ^     v.  Jeokins,  68  Md.  217;    Enisely  v. 
£ieffer  v.  £hler,18  Pa.  Bt.  888;  Cruets     Evans,  84  Ohio  St.  158 
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debt  twice.  For  this  reaBOD,  no  jadgment  can  be  rendered  with- 
out placing  the  gamiehee  in  a  worse  situation  than  he  would 
otherwise  be  in  by  requiring  him  to  pay  to  the  plaintiff  what  he 
may,  from  the  character  of  the  paper,  in  all  probability  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  again  to  the  innocent  holder  of  the  note.  For 
although  privies  are  bound  by  the  result  of  a  judicial  proceeding 
between  the  parties  under  whom  they  claim,  and  the  assignee  of 
an  overdue  note  or  chose  in  action  is  in  privity  with  the  assignor,^ 
and  can  assert  no  right  which  has  been  barred  by  judgment 
against  him. 

§  317.  The  indorsement  of  a  note  before  it  is  due,  for  value, 
and  without  notice,  does  not  fall  within  the  same  principle  as 
the  assignment  of  an  overdue  note.  If  a  note  which  passes  from 
hand  to  hand  as  cash,  on  which  the  holder  may  institute  suit  in 
his  own  name,  has  all  the  properties  of  a  bank  note  payable  to 
bearer,  which  would  be  embraced  by  a  bequest  of  money,  and 
which  may  bo  actually  in  circulation  in  another  State  or  country, 
should  be  adjudged  to  be  liable  to  attachment  before  maturity, 
it  would  not  only  overthrow  an  essential  part  of  the  commercial- 
system,  but  annihilate  the  negotiable  qualities  of  all  such  instru- 
ments,' and  unless  it  is  affirmatively  shown  that,  before  the  ren- 
dition of  the  judgment,  the  note  had  become  due,  and  was  then 
still  the  property  of  the  payee.  The  maker  of  the  note  cannot 
be  charged  as  garnishee  of  the  payee  without  violating  sound  and 
well  established  principles  of  commercial  law,  justice  and  equity. 
Bona  fides  non  pcUitur  his  idem  exigat/ur.  Unless  it  is  done  as 
in  one  case'  by  impounding  the  note  and  holding  it  until  it  was 
due.  The  doctrine  of  lis  pendens  is  not  applicable  to  a  proceed- 
ing like  attachment,  which  does  not  specifically  limit  the  prop- 
erty involved,  and  constructive  notice  cannot  supply  the  place  of 
actual,  in  the  case  of  negotiable  paper  which  passes  freely  from 
hand  to  hand. 

§  318.  Payment  by  compulsion  of  law  is  a  good  defense 
against  the  creditor  when  it  is  legal,  rightful,  and  strictly  within 
the  order  of  the  court  ;*  but  a  judgment  or  decree  assuming  to 

1  Ludlow  V.  Bingham,  4  Dallas,  47;        •  Kieffer  v.  Ehler,  18  Pa.  St.  888. 
Kaiselj  v.  Evans,  84   Ohio  St   158;        '  Holmes  v.  Kemsen,  20  Johns.  229; 
Cruett  V.  Jenkins,  53  Md.  217.  Wood   v.  Partridge,  11  Mass.    468; 
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reach  beyond  the  parties,  and  estop  persons  who  have  not  been 
summoned  or  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  their  own  de- 
fense, is  not  only  contrary  to  right  and  justice,  but  is  absolutely 
void  for  want  of  jurisdiction.' 

§  319,  In  a  suit  b}'  the  attachment  defendant  against  a  gar- 
nishee, a  payment  under  a  judgment  against  the  garnishee  wii]  be 
effectual  as  a  defense  by  estoppel  if  properly  pleaded.  In  order 
to  render  it  eflEectual,  the  garnishee  must  prove  the  judgment 
under  which  he  made  the  payment ;  that  it  was  a  valid  judg- 
ment, for  a  payment  under  a  void  judgment,  no  matter  how 
apparently  regular  the  proceedings  may  have  been,  cannot  pro- 
tect him  against  the  defendant  or  his  representatives.  Tbat  the 
payment  Vas  not  voluntary.  That  it  was  an  actual  payment, 
not  pretended  or  contrived.  That  the  court  which  rendered  the 
judgment  had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter  and  the  parties. 
If  there  be  a  defect  in  this  respect,  the  payment  is  regarded  as 
voluntary.  But  if  it  had  jurisdiction,  no  matter  how  irregular 
the  proceeding  may  have  been,  it  is  good  as  an  estoppel ;  even 
a  reversal  on  error  after  payment  by  the  garnishee  will  not 
invalidate  the  payment ;  if  he  contest  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  and  his  objection  is  overruled  and  judgment  is  rendered 
against  him  it  will  be  conclusive  in  his  favor.  If  the  law  requires 
of  the  plaintiff  as  a  condition  precedent  to  obtaining  execution,  a 
particular  act,  such  as  filing  a  bond,  and  without  its  performance 
the  garnishee  makes  payment  under  it,  the  payment  will  be  no 
protection,  as  it  is  regarded  as  voluntary.  In  order  to  entitle  one 
to  plead  an  attachment  as  a  conclusive  defense,  there  must  be 
no  neglect,  collusion,  or  misrepresentation  on  his  part  in  the 
progress  of  the  attachment  suit ;  if  there  is,  then  there  is  no 
estoppel  against  the  creditor. 

§  820.  A  garnishee  is  not  obliged  to  watch  the  regularity  of 
proceedings  in  the  suit  in  which  he  is  garnisheed,  nor  can  he  be 
held  in  any  way  responsible  for  them.  The  answer  of  the  gar- 
nishee being  the  basis  of  the  judgment,  his  liability  being  therein 
set  forth,  the  record  will  sufiiciently  establish  his  defense  when 

Winston  V,  Westfeldt,  22  Ala.   760;        »  Kiefer  v.  Ehler,  18  Pa.  St.  888. 
Kiefer  v.  Ehler,  18  Pa.  Bt.  888. 
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sued  by  the  attachment  defendant,  unless  he  allows  judgment  to 
go  by  default,  then  it  must  be  proved  bj  parol  evidence.  In 
assumpsit  the  judgment  and  execution  in  attachment  may  be 
plead  specially  or  given  in  evidence  under  the  general  issue,  but 
in  debt  on  bond  it  must  be  pleaded  specially,  if  not  pleaded 
properly,  cr  the  defendant  fails  for  want  of  a  proper  plea  :  the 
garnishee  will  have  no  remedy  either  in  law  or  equity  but  to  pay 
the  debt  over  again.  A  payment  by  a  garnishee  in  obedience  to 
the  order  of  the  court  in  which  he  has  been  attached  will  be  effec- 
tual as  an  estoppel  in  any  subsequent  suit  against  him  for  the 
same  debt,  whether  the  proceedings  took  place  in  a  domestic  or 
foreign  tribunal,  and  whether  they  were  or  were  not  conclusive 
as  regards  the  other  parties  to  the  action,  because  a*  payment 
made  in  good  faith  and  by  compulsion  of  law,  exonerates  the 
person  who  makes  it,  from  further  responsibility  and  remits 
those  entitled  to  the  fund  to  an  action  against  whom  it  is 
received.  So  a  creditor  who  takes  part  in  defending  an  attach- 
ment on  the  ground  that  the  debt  attached  was  due  to  him,  is 
estopped  from  denying  the  validity  of  the  attachment  subse- 
quently, as  against  the  plaintiff  and  garnishee.'  But  proceedings 
commenced  by  attachment  can  not  be  binding  unless  the  thiug 
attached  is  within  the  State  or  district  over  whicli  the  authority 
of  the  court  extends,  or  jurisdiction  is  required  by  personal  ser- 
vice upon  the  garnishee,  and  a  party  can,  under  any  and  all  cir- 
cumstances, show  that  the  thing  attached  was  not  subject  to 
attachment' 

§  321.  The  proceedings  in  foreign  attachment  partake  still 
more  of  the  nature  of  a  proceeding  in  rem;  'its  operation  is,  how- 
ever, limited  in  character.  The  suit  is  between  the  parties,  and, 
as  a  proceeding  in  rem^  it  must  be  confined  to  such  parties.  A 
writ  is  issued  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  declaring  against  his 
debtor,  residing  in  a  foreign  government,  and  alleging,  also,  that 

1  Peterson   v.  Lalhrop,  84  Pa.  St.  attachment  against  negotiable  paper 

223;  Richardson  v.  Watson,  23  Mo.  was  a  valid  seizure,  and  that  the  re- 

84;  Tarleton  v.  Johnston,  25  Ala.  800;  turn  was  conclusive  as  to  the  setzure, 

Coatos  V.  Roberts,  4  Rawle,  104.  and  that  it  held  the  property,  and  that 

«The  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  Miller's  the  rti  was  then  in  possession  of  tho 

Exrs.  V.  U.  S.,  11  Wall.  301,  decided  U.    S.  Marshal  reversing  Pelham  ▼• 

that  proceedings  by  garnishment  and  Rose,  in  9  Wallace. 
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another  person,  named  in  the  writ  and  styled  a  trustee  or  gar- 
nishee, has  goods  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  attachment 
defendant,  or  is  indebted  to  him,  praying  that  the  goods  or  debt 
found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  from  which  the  pro- 
cess issues,  may  be  declared  forfeited  to  the  plaintiff,  or,  strictly 
speaking,  that  the  property  be  appropriated  in  satisfaction  and 
payment  of  the  plaintiff's  demand.  Where  the  court  has  juris- 
diction, its  proceedings  are  in  remy  after  publication,  which 
constructively  notifies  the  defendant  of  the  proceedings  against 
the  property.  The  court  adjudicates  upon  the  property,  the  thing 
itself,  and  orders  it  sold  or  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  in  payment 
of  his  debt.  The  judgment  changes  the  status  of  the  property 
or  debt,  it  deprives  the  attachment  defendant  of  all  title  to  it, 
and  is  binding  and  conclusive  upon  all  the  parties  to  the  pro- 
ceeding. The  foreign  creditor  of  the  trustee  or  garnishee,  hav- 
ing placed  his  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  ren- 
dering the  judgment,  is  estopped  from  prosecuting  his  claim 
against  the  garnishee  in  any  other  jurisdiction. 

§  322.  Foreign  attachment  is  a  peculiar  proceeding  to  compel 
the  appearance  of  a  debtor  by  seizing  his  property,  and  in  default 
of  appearance  appropriating  it  to  the  payment  of  the  debt.  It  is 
strictly  a  proceeding  in  rem.  With  respect  to  the  property  at- 
tached, whether  it  be  real  or  personal,  or  a  debt  due  the  defendant 
from  the  garnishee,  the  judgment  and  proceedings  are  conclusive. 
Neither  in  a  subsequent  action  by  the  defendant  in  attachment 
against  the  garnishee  for  the  recovery  of  the  debt  attached,  nor 
in  an  action  to  recover  the  lands  or  chattels  levied  on,  can  the 
defendant  in  attachment  defeat  the  recovery  in  the  attachment 
suit  by  disproving  the  debt  for  which  the  attachment  issued.  If 
the  court  had  jurisdiction,  the  judgment  is  conclusive,  and  can- 
not be  called  in  question  for  mere  irregularities,  when  offered 
collaterally.  Thus  far,  and  for  these  purposes,  a  judgment  in 
attachment  has  the  quality  of  conclusiyeness  which  pertains  to  - 
an  ordinary  common  law  judgment/    But  except  with  respect 

*  Yoorhees  v.  Bank  of  U.  S.,  10  East,  867;  TurbUrs  Case,  1  Saund. 
Peters,  49;  Cooper  v.  Reynolds,  10  67,  n.  1;  Welsh  v.  Blackwell,  14  N. 
Wall.  800;  McDaniel  v.  Hughes,  3     J.    844;  Lomerson   v.    Hoffman,   24 

N.  J.  L.  674 
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to  the  property  attached,  the  proceeding  baa  no  effect.  ISTo 
action  can  be  brought  on  the  jadgment  recovered,  and  in  an 
action  on  the  original  demand  a  jadgment  in  attachment  is  not 
competent  9a  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  indebtedness/ 

§  323,  The  operation  of  this  proceeding  in  rem  is  limited  to 
the  parties  to  it,  and  does  not  affect  the  right,  title  or  interest  of 
any  other  person  having  an  independent  or  adverse  claim  to  the 
goods  or  debt,  which  was  the  subject  matter  of  the  suit,  for  the 
reason  that  the  court  does  not  pretend  to  notify  such  adverso 
claimant,  either  constructively  or- otherwise,  nor  do  the  proceed- 
ings determine  the  right  of  ady  persons  except  those  who  are 
parties  of  record  to  it.  These  limited  proceedings  m  rem  are 
not  based  upon  any  allegation  that  the  right  of  property  is  to  be 
determined  between  any  other  person  than  the  parties  to  the  suit, 
no  notice  is  given  to  any  other  persons,  the  judgment  being  only 
as  to  the  status  of  the  property  between  the  parties  of  record,  it 
is,  as  to  all  other  persons,  a  mere  nullity.  Whenever  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction  assumes  the  control  or  custody  of  a  par- 
ticular thing,  its  proceedings  are  then  in  rem^  and  are  so  regarded 
whenever  it  is  necessary,  for  the  protection  of  either  of  the  par- 
ties to  the  proceeding  or  the  property  itself.  A  purchaser  of 
property  under  a  sheriff's  sale  made  by  order  of  the  court  on 
account  of  the  perishable  nature  of  the  property,  will  obtain  a 
good  title  against  the  world,  no  matter  how  irregular  or  defective 
the  attachment  proceedings  may  be.'  The  sale  of  a  ship  seized 
under  proceedings  in  foreign  attachment,  by  a  court  of  common 
law,  under  an  order  that  it  should  be  sold  as  pei*ishable  property, 
and  the  proceeds  paid  into  court,  was  held  to  pass  a  good  title 
against  the  world,  and  divested  the  title  of  the  seamen  for  their 
wages,  and  remitted  them  to  the  fund  arising  from  the  sale/ 
The  estoppel,  in  such  cases,  is  founded  on  the  action  of  the  court 
in  its  ministerial  capacity,  and  it  may  be  founded  on  the  acts  of 
persons  who  are  destitute  of  judicial  power,  whose  authority  ia 
derived  solely  from  necessity.*    A  sale  made  by  a  master  of  a 

«  Miller  v.  Dungan,  86  N.  J.  L.  21 ;         •  Carryl  v.  Taylor,  24  Pa.  St.  259; 

Rubber  Co.  v.  Goodyear,  9  Wall.  807;  S.  C,  1  Wallace,  Jr.  811;  Taylor  t. 

Bchenck  v.  Griffin,  88  N.  J.  L.  462.  Canyl,  20  Howard,  588. 

*  Woodruff  V.  Taylor,  20  Yt.  66.  Mankin  v.Chancellor,2  Brock.  125. 
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Tessel,  in  case  of  necessity,  will  pass  a  good  title,  not  only  as 
against  those  by  whom  he  was  himself  appointed,  bnt  against 
third  persons  claiming  under  an  independent  right  or  title.  The 
Tight  to  sell  under  such  circumstances  carries  with  it  the  right  to 
confer  a  new  and  indefeasible  title  on  the  purchaser,  founded  on 
the  necessity  of  the  sale. 

§  824.  A  judgment  in  an  action  for  trover  or  trespass,  brought 
by  the  finder  of  a  chattel  against  a  third  person,  by  whom  it  has 
been  wrongfully  taken  or  detained,  will  operate  as  an  estoppel 
in  rem^  and  vest  a  good  title  in  the  defendant  against  all  the 
world,  because  the  nature  of  the  action  compels  the  plaintiff  to 
act  for  unknown  and  absent  owners  of  the  property  found,  and 
renders  it  necessary  that  the  defendant  should  be  protected  from 
being  made  answerable  a  second  time  in  damages  for  the  same 
thing.  The  estoppel  in  such  cases  is  essentially  an  estoppel  m 
paisj  deriving  its  force  from  the  ciixsumstances  which  create  it ; 
and  unless  they  are  such  as  to  give  it  birth,  it  will  have  no  exist- 
ence, no  matter  how  regular  or  formal  the  proceedings  on  which 
it  assumes  to  be  founded,  and  a  decree  of  a  tribunal  that  an 
injured  vessel  shall  be  sold  will  pass  no  title,  unless  the  sale 
would  have  been  valid  if  made  by  the  master,  in  case  of  neces- 
sity, without  a  decree,'  for  the  proceeding  is  strictly  in  rem,  and 
the  court  duly  authorized  to  bind  the  parties  without  giving  them 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard.' 

§  335.  The  same  rule  applies  to  proceedings  in  replevin, 
where  the  authority  to  seize  specific  property  iff  given,  solely  with 
a  view  to  the  determination  of  the  right  of  property  between 
the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  the  judgment  will  not  estop  the 
subsequent  assertion  of  a  distinct  and  adverse  title  by  a  third 
person.*  There  is  no  conflict  or  inconsistency  between  successive 
writs  of  replevin  or  attachment  by  different  persons  for  the  same 
property.*     Beplevin  may  be  maintained  by  one  man  for  the 

*  Rdd  V.  Darby,  10  East,  148;  Mor-  Stimpson  v.  Reynolds,  14  Barb.  606; 
tis  V.  Robinson,  8  B.  &  C.  106.  Foster  v.  Pettibone,  20  Barb.  850; 

*  Cammell  v.  SeweU,  8  H.  &  K.  Shaffer   v.   Marienthal,  17  Ohio   8. 
617.                                                    *  188. 

*  Spencer  v.  McGowan,  18  Wend.  *  Safford  v.    Peatty,  12   Ohio   fl. 
t)56;  Shipman  v.  Clark,  4  Denio,  446;  189. 
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recovery  of  chattels  that  have  been  seized  under  an  att&chment 
against,  another,  becanse  an  authority  to  take  the  goods  of  A. 
will  not  be  a  justification  for  taking  the  goods  of  B.  TVhile  a 
judgment  in  replevin,  although  limited  to  the  Res^  is  not  in  reniy 
and  will  not  be  conclusive  on  third  persons ;  the  writ  can  be 
pleaded  as  a  justification  by  the  oflBcer  against  all  the  world. 

§  326.  Besides  the  actions  mentioned,  there  are  still  another 
class  which  partake  of  the  nature  of  proceedings  in  rem^  and  the 
determination  of  the  tribunals  having  jurisdiction  may  be  in  rem 
and  personam.  The  proceedings  in  England  of  Ecclesiastical 
Courts,  Spiritual  Courts,  and  in  America  of  Probate  Courts, 
Courts  of  Ordinary,  Surrogate  Courts,  Orphans'  Courts,  and  all 
other  courts,  whatever  their  appellation  may  be,  which  have  jur- 
isdiction of  the  sale  of  a  decedent's  estate  for  the  payment  of  his 
debts,  or  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  or  effecting  the  distribu- 
tion of  a  decedent's  estate  among  his  heirs.  Proceedings  of  this 
nature  are  usually  commenced  on  petition,  or  notice  by  publica- 
tion, and  partake,  to  a  great  extent,  of  the  same  conclusive  effect 
and  nature  as  that  accorded  to  proceedings  in  rem,  or  rather  in 
Admiralty  and  Prize  Courts.  All  parties  claiming  title  from  or 
under  a  decedent  are  bound  by  the  decree,  whether  they  were 
made  parties  or  not.  In  England,  the  courts  having  special  jur- 
isdiction of  matters  of  probate,  marriage,  and  divorce,  are  termed 
Ecclesiastical  or  Spiritual  courts.  They  decide  directly  upon  the 
legality  of  marriages,  compel  specific  performance  of  a  contract 
of  marriage,  or  for  restitution  of  conjugal  rights,  being  adjudi- 
cations upon  the  status  of  the  parties,  &c,^  There  are  no  such 
courts  in  this  country.  But  the  courts  above  mentioned  are 
placed  on  the  same  basis  as  the  Ecclesiastical  and  Spiritual  courts 
of  England.  The  action  causa  jactitationis  matrimonii^  and 
that  for  the  restitution  of  conjugal  rights,  are  unknown  to  our 
law,  and  an  action  to  enforce  the  celebration  of  a  marriage,  in 
accordance  with  a  former  contract,  is  an  action  that  has  never 
been  heard  of  in  American  courts,  the  general  rule  being  the 
converse  of  this,  the  action  being  for  a  dissolution  of  the  marriage 


>  Da  Costa  v.  Villa  Real,  Sir.  961;  42;  Meadowcroft  v.  Hugenin,  4  Moo. 
Phillips  V.  Bury,  2  T.  R.  346;  Bun^  P.  C.  386;  Perry  v.  Meadowcroft,  10 
ing's  Case,  4  Co.  29;  Keen's  Case,  7  Co.     Beav.  123. 
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contract.  In  another  portion  of  this  work  it  will  be  shown  that 
in  actions  of  divorce  on  any  of  the  various  grounds  on  which  a 
decree  is  granted,  by  the  various  tribunals  in  the  United  States, 
though  not  by  Ecclesiastical  courts,  they  have  the  same  conclusive 
effect  in  every  State  in  the  Union  as  is  accorded  them  in  the 
State  where  they  are  granted. 

§  327.  Proceedings  in  Surrogates'  Courts,  Orphans'  and  Guar- 
dians' Courts,  County  Courts,  Courts  of  Ordinary,  Probate  Courts, 
and  other  courts  having  a  limited  jurisdiction, — that  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  estate  of  decedents, — their  decrees  are  conclusive 
evidence  in  regard  to  the  real  as  well  as  the  personal  estate  of  the 
intestate.  It  is  a  general  rule  of  law,  that,  where  any  matter 
belongs  to  the  jurisdiction  of  one  court  so  peculiarly  that  other 
courts  can  only  take  cognizance  of  the  same  subject  incidentally 
and  collaterally,  'the  latter  are  bound  by  the  sentence  of  the  lat- 
ter, and  must  give  credence  to  it.*  A,  pi'obate  is  the  only  legal 
and  legitimate  evidence  of  personal  property  being  vested  in  an 
executor,  or  of  his  appointment,  and  is  conclusive  evidence  of 
this  fact,  and  letters  of  administration  are  conclusive  of  the 
appointment  of  the  administrator.  A  grant  of  probate  or  of 
administration^  is  in  the  nature  of  a  decree  in  rerriy  and  actually 
invests  the  executor  or  administrator  with  the  character  which  it 
declares  belongs  to  him.  Accordingly,  such  grant  of  probate  or 
administration  is  conclusive  against  all  the  world.* 


»  Williams  v.  Saunders,  5  Cold.  60; 
Bouchier  v.  Taylor,  4  Bro.  P.  C.  708; 
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tro V.  Richardson,  18  CaL  478;  Jordan 
V.  Meier,  80  Mo.  40;  Naylor  v.  Moffatt, 
29  Mo.  126;  Banning  v.  Banning,  12 
Ohio  S.  437;  Duke  v.  Duke.  26  Ala. 
678 ;  Springer's  Appeal,  29  Pa.  St.  208 ; 
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V.  Townaend,  2  N.  J.  Eq.  396;  Pierce 
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H.  120;  McKee  v.  Whitten,  25  Miss. 
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§  328.  The  decrees  of  such  courts,  when  acting  within  their 
jurisdiction,  like  adjudications  of  prize  and  forfeiture,  and  in 
matters  of  collision  in  admiralty,  sentences  in  action  of  divorce, 
and  in  suits  for  jactitation  of  marriage,  judgments  and  orders  in 
proceedings  in  insolvency  and  bankruptcy,  and  others,  are  con- 
clusive upon  all  persons.  They  are  in  rem  rather  than  in  per- 
sonam^  and,  as  such,  cannot  be  impeached  in  any  suit  or  proceed- 
ing, or  by  any  person.  Such  courts  are  limjted  strictly  to  the 
powers  conferred  by  statute,  and  what  is  merely  irregularity  or 
error  in  the  proceedings  of  other  courts  becomes  with  them,  in 
very  many  cases,  defect  of  jurisdiction.  So  long  as  their  adju- 
dication stands  unreversed  it  cannot  be  impeached  or  ioquired 
into  by  any  tribunal,  not  by  law  created  with  jurisdiction  to 
review  it.'  A  grant  of  letters  of  adm^istration,  by  a  court  hav- 
ing the  sole  and  exclusive  power  of  granting  them,  and  which, 
by  statute,  is  obliged  to  grant  them,  to  the  relatives  of  the 
deceased  who  would  be  entitled  to  succeed  to  his  personal  estate, 
is  conclusive  upon  other  courts,  upon  the  question  of  legitimacy, 
and  this  question  cannot  be  raised  on  a  bill  for  distribution  by 
the  persons  who  had  opposed  the  grant  of  letters,  against  the 
person  to  whom  they  had  been  granted."     The  appointment  of 
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an  administrator  or  guardian  being  a  proceeding  in  r&m  and  con- 
cluBive  upon  the  whole  world,  one  of  the  necessary  attributes 
of  this  principle  is,  that  innocent  pai'ties  must  be  protected  in 
their  transactions  with  the  legal  representative  of  the  estate. 
The  administrator  may  transfer,  release,  compound,  or  discharge 
debts,  as  fully  as  if  he  was  the  absolute  owner,  subject  only  to 
his  liability  to  answer  to  creditors  and  distributees,  for  improvi- 
dence in  the  exercise  of  his  power.  No.  bona  fide  dealing  with 
Urn  can  be  impeached-^no  remedy  can  be  pursued  against  those 
to  whom  he  may  transfer,  or  to  whom  he  may  release,  or  with 
whom  he  may  compound,  or  from  whom  he  accepts  satisfaction, 
of  the  choses  in  action,  unless  fraud  and  collusion  can  be  imputed 
to  him.' 

§  329.  In  regard  to  the  decrees  and  sentences  of  courts  exer- 
cising any  branches  of  Ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  they  are  gov- 
erned by  the  same  general  principles  already  stated.  The  princi- 
pal branch  of  this  jurisdiction,  existing  in  the  United  States,  is 
that  relating  to  matters  of  prdbaU  and  admfhinistration.  In  this, 
as  in  other  cases,  the  limitation  is,  as  to  whether  the  matter  was 
exclusively  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  whether  a 
'decree  or  judgment  has  been  passed  directly  upon  it.  If  juris- 
diction has  attached,  the  decree  is  conclusive.  Where  the  decree 
is  of  the  nature  of  proceedings  in  rem,  as  is  generally  the  case 
in  matters  of  probate  and  administration,  it  is  conclusive,  like 
'  those  proceedings,  against  all  the  world.  But  where  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  exclusively  private  litigation,  such  as  in  assignment  of 
dower,  and  some  other  cases  of  jurisdiction  conferred  by  particu- 
lar statutes,  the  decree  is  subject  to  the  same  rules  as  judgments 
in  other  actions.  Thus,  the  probate  of  a  will,  at  least,  as  to  the 
personality,  is  conclusive  in  civil  causes,  in  all  questions  upon  its 
•execution  and  validity.*     The  grant  of  letters  of  administration 
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Ib,  in  geDeral,  concltieive  evidence  of  the  intestate's  death ;  for 
only  npon  evidence  of  death^  are  they  granted/  A  probate  court 
has  no  jurisdiction  to  administer  on  the  estate  of  a  living  per- 
son :  all  such  proceedings  are  void  for  all  purposes/  But  the 
grant  of  administration  upon  a  vroman's  estate  determines  noth- 
ing as  to  the  fact  whether  she  were  B,feme  covert  or  not ;  for  that 
is  a  collateral  fact,  to  bo  collected  merely  by  inference  from  the 
decree  or  grant  of  administration,  and  was  not  the  point  directly 
tried.*  Where  a  court  of  Probate  has  power  to  gmnt  letters  of 
guardianship  of  a  lunatic,  the  grant  is  conclusive  of  his  insanity 
at  that  time,  and  of  his  liability  therefore,  to  be  put  under  guar- 
dianship  against  all  persons  subsequently  dealing  directly  with 
the  lunatic,  instead  of  dealing,  as  they  ought  to  do,  with  the 
guardian.^  But  it  is  not  conclusive  against  his  subsequent  capac- 
ity to  make  a  will.* 
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893 ;  Hume  ▼.  Burton,  1  Ridg.  277; 
Kempton  v.  Cross,  Cas.  T.  Hard. 
108;  Mendez  v.  Villa  Real,  Caa 
T.  Hard.  18 ;  Clues  v.  Bathurst 
2  Stra.  900 ;  Collins  v.  Ross,  2  Paige, 
896;  Paplin  v.  Hawks,  8  N.  H.  124; 
Langdon  v.  Goddard,  3  Story,  13; 
Vanderpoel  v.  Van  Allen,  6  N.  Y, 
190. 

*  Newman  v.  Jenkins,  10  Pick.  515; 
Moone  v.  De  Bernalis,  1  Russ.  801. 
The  general  practice  was  stated  and 
not  denied  to  be,  to  admit  the  letters 
of  administration,  as  sufficient  proof 
of  the  death  until  impeached,  but  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  that  case,  which 
was  a  foreign  grant  of  administration, 
refused  to  receive  them,  but  allow^ed 
the  party  to  examine  witnesses  to  the 
fact. 


'  Duncan  v.  Stewart.  25  Ala.  408; 
Morgan  v.  Dodge,  44  N.  H.  259;  Fisk 
V.  Norvell,  9  Tex.  13;  Wales  v.  Wil- 
lard,  2  Mass.  129;  Smith  v.  Rice,  11 
Mass.  507;  Griffith  v.  Frazier,  » 
Cranch,  9;  Jochumsen  v.  Bank,  S 
Allen,  87;  Melia  v.  Simmons,  45  Wis. 
834;  S.  C,  30  Am.  R.  746;  D'Anis- 
ment  v.  Jones,  4  Lea,  251;  S.  C,  40 
Am.  R.  12;  Stevenson  v.  Sup.  Ct. ,  62 
Cal.  60;  Binson  v.  Ivey,  1  Yerg.  306; 
Johnson  v.  Beasley,  65  Mo.  250;  S. 
C,  27  Am.  R.  285;  Allen  v.  Dundas, 
3  T.  R.  125;  Roderigas  v.  Bank,  76 
N.  Y  816;  Thomas  v.  People.  107  lU. 
616;  8.  C,  49  Am.  R  458;  Devlin  v. 
Commonwealth,  101  Fa.  St.  273;  S. 
C,  47  Am.  R.  710. 

>  Blackham's  Case,  1  Salk.  290; 
Hibshman  y.  Dulleban,  4  Watts,  183; 
Rex  V.  Inhabitants,  7  A.  &  E.  782. 

*  Searle  v.  Galbi-aith,  73  111.  269; 
Thompson  v.  Kercheval,  10  Humph. 
822;  Farrar  v.  Olmstead,  24  Vt.  128; 
Dutcher  v.  Hill,  29  Mo.  271;  Leonard 
V.  Leonard,  14  Pick.  280. 

'  Stone  T.  Damon,  12  Mass.  488. 
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§  330.  Whenever  these  courts  transcend  the  limits  of  their 
powers  their  acts  will  be  held  void  ;  or  if  they  fail  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  obtaining  jurisdiction  over  the  caase  or  the 
parties.*  But  when  jurisdiction  of  these  courts  has  once  attached, 
and  is  not  exceeded,  it  will  not  be  lost  by  any  irregularity  in  the 
mode  of  exercising  it,  and  every  intendment  will  be  made  in  aid 
of  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings,  which  will  be  regarded  as 
equally  conclusive  with  those  courts  of  superior  and  general 
jurisdiction."  When  the  validity  of  a  grant  of  letters  of  admin* 
istration  is  questioned  collaterally  the  only  point  open  to  examin- 
ation is  whether  the  court  had  jurisdiction  ;  if  that  fact  is  affirm- 
atively established  the  grant  is  conclusive.  In  proceedings  to 
sell  real  estate  for  the  payment  of  debts  such  courts  generally 
have  jurisdiction  to  ascertain  and  adjust  the  liens  thereon,  settle 
priorities  among  lienholders,  and  apply  the  proceeds  of  sale  in 
satisfaction  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent 
as  a  court  of  equity  might  in  like  proceedings.  The  findings 
and  judgments  in  such  proceedings  are  conclusive  against  the 
parties  thereto,  and  it  is  immaterial  as  to  their  effect  whether 
such  parties  shall  appear  and  answer  to  the  issues  and  claims 
made  or  not,  or  whether  such  claims  or  issues  be  presented  in  the 
petition,  or  in  the  other  pleadings  in  the  cause.* 

Where  the  sale  was  on  the  application  of  a  creditor,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  said  :  "  The  application  of 
the  judgment-creditor  and  the  answer  of  th^  administrator  gave 
the  judge  jurisdiction  over  the  parties  and  the  real  estate  of  the 
deceased.  Jurisdiction  is  the  power  to  hear  and  determine.  To 
make  the  order  of  sale  required  the  exercise  of  this  power.  It 
was  the  busine^  and  duty  of  the  court  to  ascertain  and  decide 
whether  the  facts  were  such  as  called  for  that  action.  The  ques- 
tion always  arises  in  such  proceedings — and  must  be  determined 
— whether,  upon  the  case  as  presented,  affirmative  or  negative 

» Jenka  v.   Howlan,  8  Gray,  586;  v.   Sinclair,  8  Bush,  261;  Habert  v. 

Qwin  V.  McCarroll,  9  Miss.  851;  Enos  Htmnick,  16  Ala.  581;  Harris  v.  Fer- 

Smitti,  15  Miss.  85;  Babbett  v.  Doe,  riss,  16  Fla.  84;  Merodeth  v.  Ass.,  60 

4Iiid.  855;  Peters  v.  Peters,  8  Cueh.  Gal.  621;  Roe  v.  San  Francisco,  60' 

529.  Cal.  93;  Parker  v.  Altschul,  60  Gal. 

*Hayn6S  v.  Meek,   10   Gal.    110;  888. 
Brown  v.  Kedwine,  16  Ga.  67;   Boyce        *  Bank  v.  Green,  4  Fed.  Rep.  609. 
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action  is  proper.  The  power  to  review  and  reverse  the  decision 
«o  made  is  clearly  appellate  in  its  character,  and  can  be  exercised 
only  bj  an  appellate  tribunal  in  a  proceeding  had  directly  for 
that  purpose.  It  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  done  by  another 
court,  in  another  case,  where  the  subject  is  presented  incident- 
ally, and  a  reversal  sought  in  such  collateral  proceeding.  The 
settled  rule  of  law  is  that  jurisdiction  having  attached  in  the 
original  case,  everything  done  within  the  power  of  that  juris- 
<]iction,  when  collaterally  questioned,  is  to  be  held  conclusive  of 
the  rights  of  the  parties,  unless  impeached  for  fraud.  Every 
intendment  is  made  to  support  the  proceeding.  It  is  regarded  as 
if  it  were  regular  in  all  things  and  irreversible  for  error.  In  the 
absence  of  fraud,  no  question  can  be  collaterally  entertained  as  to 
anything  lying  within  the  jurisdictional  sphere  of  the  original 
case.  Infinite  confusion  and  mischiefs  would  ensue  if  the  rule 
were  otherwise '" 

§  331.  A  decree  for  the  sale  of  a  decedent's  real  estate  for  the 
payment  of  his  debts  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  non- 
resident heirs  having  been  made  parties  by  publication,  cannot  be 
impeached  collaterally,  and  where  it  is  sold  on  a  certain  day  pur- 
suant to  a  deci'ee  of  a  competent  court,  it  cannot  be  objected  to, 
that  the  sale  took  place  before  the  time  prescribed  by  law.  When 
courts  having  jurisdiction  for  the  sale  of  an  intestate's  real  estate 
for  the  payment  of  his  debts  make  an  order  for  such  sale,  no 
other  court  can  re-examine  the  order  while  it  remains  in  force 
except  an  appellate  court*  on  proceedings  regularly  brought  in 
error.'  A  decree  made  upon  a  deceased  guardian's  account,  the 
subsequent  guardian  being  made  a  party  to  th^  proceedings,  is 
conclusive,  and  a  complete  bar  to  a  bill  in  equity  in  any  other 
court.*  So  a  decree  of  a  probate  court  granting  to  a  husband 
administration  with  the  will  annexed  on  his  wife's  estate  is  con- 
clusive of  her  right  to  make  the  will,'  and  an  order  for  the  sale 

»  Comettv.  Wflliams,  90  Wall.226;  'Allen  v.  Lyona,  2  W.   C.  0.  R 

McNitt   V.    Turner.    16   Wall.    866;  476;  Frisby  v.  Harrison,  80  Miss.  452; 

Lowe  y.  Gruice,  69  Ala.  80;  Lesseps  Lesseps  v.  Lapene,  34  La.  Ann.  112; 

T.  Lapene,  84  La.  Ann.  112;  Finley  v.  Finley  v.   Robertson,  17  8.  C.  435. 

Robinson,  17  S.  C.  435.  *  Blonnt  v.  Da'Tacli.4  W.  C.  C.  657; 

» Griffith  V.  Bogert,  18  How.  158;  Porche  v.  Ledoux.  12  La.  Ann.  850. 

Holmes  v.  Dabbs,  15  La.  Ann.  501.  *  Cassels  t.  Vernon,  5  Mason.  832^ 
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of  a  decedent's  real  estate,  granted  by  a  prnhate  coort,  if  jurisdic- 
tion  is  shown  on  the  face  of  the  proceedings,  is  conclusive  as  to 
the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the  sale.^  A  deciee  settling  an 
acconnt  is  conclusive  and  cannot  be  impeached  in  an  action  on  a 
probate  bond  nor  by  a  bill  in  equity  to  compel  an  account.'  In 
Now  York  they  are  expressly  made  so  by  statute  but  are  impeach- 
able in  equity  for  fraud.  In  Pennsylvania  the  conclusive  char- 
acter of  decrees  settling  an  account  are  placed  as  far  above 
impeachment  as  the  adjudications  of  any  other  court.  Notwith- 
standing the  conclusiveness  of  this  class  of  adjudications,  one 
fact  must  be  remembered,  that  evidence  may  be  adduced  to  show 
want  of  jurisdiction  ;*  as,  for  instauce,  that  the  deceased  died  in 
a  foreign  State,  the  surrogate  not  having  the  power  so  that  the 
letters  were  of  administration  durante  absentia  of  an  executor, 
or  that  the  grant  was  revoked,  for  that  is  the  further  act  of  the 
same  court ;  or  that  it  was  forged,  for  that  shows  it  not  to  be  the 
act  of  the  court  at  all ;  or  that  it  was  granted  by  a  court  having 
no  jurisdiction,  for  then  it  is  a  nonentity.  But  it  cannot  be  shown 
that  the  testator  was  mad  or  that  the  will  was  forged,  for  these 
facts  might  have  been  alleged  in  the  probate,  surrogate  or  orphans' 
courts  in  opposition  to  the  grant  of  probate  or  administration*  of 
an  executor,  or  that  they  are  of  the  estate  of  a  living  person,  or 
if  there  be  no  jurisdiction  of  the  party  for  want  of  notice,  if 
that  is  required,  or  where  the  party  is  not  regularly  in  court,  as 
is  required  by  law,  or  where  the  land  sold  lay  in  a  foreign  State^ 
or  if  an  attorney  or  guardian  of  an  infant  be  necessary  and  there 
be  none  appointed,  the  sale  of  land  is  void  as  to  him,  or  if  there 
was  no  petition  to  sell,  or  where  they  go  beyond  the  statute 
power  of  the  court,  as  where  the  land  held  in  dower  was  on  the 
death  of  the  tenant  distributed  to  one  in  preference  to' another  of 
the  next  of  kin  or  heirs.* 


1  IddingB  V.  Cairns,  2  Grant's  Gas. 
88;  GomBtock  v.  Grawford,  8  WaU. 
890. 

*  McDongal  ▼.  Rutherford,  80  Ala. 
268;  Saxton  v.  Ghamberlain,  6  Pick, 
422;  Field  v.  Hitchcock.  14  Pick, 
406;  Stott'B  Estate,  in  re,  62  Gal.  403; 
Leavitt  v.  Malone,  64  Ala.  10. 

*  Blliott  V.  Pearsal,  1  Pet*  828;  Jen- 


nison  v.  Hapgood,  7  Pick.  1;  Groffv. 
Grofl,  14  8.  &  R.  184;  Downing'a 
Estate,  6  Watts,  90;  Goodrich  v. 
Thompson,  4  Conn.  216;  The  Aurora, 
1  Wheat.  96. 

*Noel  V.  Well8,  1  Levinz,  285; 
Hoore  v.  Tanner,  6  Mon.  42;  Vander- 
poel  V.  Van  YaULenburgh,6  N.  Y.  190. 

B  Bates  V.  Delevan,  6  Paige,  299; 


382  Thb  Law  of  Estoppel. 

§  332.  The  United  States  government  is  not  ordinarily  bound 
by  an  estoppel*  in  a  case  where  an  administratrix  had  distributed 
her  estate  and  made  her  final  settlement  nnder  a  decree  of  a 
probate  court,  it  protected  her  from  a  claim  -bj  the  United  States 
government/  against  the  estate  some  years  after  the  settlement. 

§  333.  The  payment  of  money  to  an  executor  who  had 
obtained  probate  of  a  forged  will  which  was  afterwards  repealed, 
is  a  discharge  to  the  party  paying  it."  Since  the  probate  being 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  executorship  as  long  as  it  remains 
unrepealed,  the  debtor  would,  when  he  was  called  upon  to  pay, 
have  had  no  defense  against  the  action  brought  by  the  executor 
under  the  forged  will,  and  on  this  same  principle  an  innocent 
purchaser  from  a  devisee  under  a  forged  will  takes  a  valid  title. 
The  court  says :  "  He  in  fact  purchased  in  good  faith,  and  that 
public  policy  requires  this  solution  of  the  question.  An  applica- 
tion for  the  probate  of  a  will  is  a  proceeding  in  rerriy  and  the 
judgment  of  the  conrt  upon  it  is  binding  upon  all  the  world  until 
revoked  or  set  aside.*  Now,  it  has  often  been  held  that  acts  done 
under  authority  by«the  judgment  of  a  court  having  jurisdiction 
of  the  estate,  even  whore  it  is  being  administered  under  a  forged 
will,  are  just  as  valid  and  effectual  as  if  the  will  had  been  genu- 
ine ;  that  a  payment  voluntarily  made  to  the  executor  named  in 
a  forged  will  is  a  valid  discharge  of  the  debt,  though  the  will 
may  be  afterward  set  aside  and  annulled,  the  debtor  cannot  be 
required  to  pay  the  debt  a  second  time.  If  the  pretended  will 
had  required  the  executors  to  settle  the  will  of  Renn  in  the  pro- 
bate court,  the  acts  done  by  them  in  pui-suance  of  the  orders  of 
the  court  carrying  into  effect  provisions  of  the  will,  could  not  be 
impeached  or  set  aside  to  the  injury  of  innocent  parties,  because 
they  have  a  right  to  rely  upon  the  validity  of  the  judgment  of 
the  court.* 

Weston  v.   Weston.   14  Johns.  438;  Y.  466. 

Orifflth  V.  Frazier,  8  Cranch,  9.  «  Hodges  v.  Bachman,  8  Yerg.  186; 

'  Johnson  ▼.  U.  8.,  6  Mason,  425.  Scott  ▼.  Calvit,  4  Miss.  185;  State  ▼. 

•  U.  8.  v.  Primrose,  Gilp.  58;  Smith  McGlinn.20  Cai.  271;  BRedlon  Wills, 

v.  Penner,  1  GnU.  171.  68. 

»  Allen  v.   Dundas,   3  T.   R  125;  »  Citing.  15  Monr.  42;  11  Cush.  619; 

Spencer   v.    Spencer,    1    Gall.    623;  9  Dana,  41 ;  9  Pa.  St.  284;  6  Porter, 

Rodriguez  y.  East  River  Bank,  63  N.  243;  18  Gratt.  682. 
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"  Is  there  any  difierence  in  respect  to  the  powers  of  the  execu- 
tors where  the  purported  will  directs  the  settlement  of  the  estate 
-out  of  the  court  ?  By  its  judgment  the  court  has  declared  the 
instrDment  to  be  genuine.  This  judgment  is  binding  upon  all 
the  world  until  reversed  or  annulled.  Must  innocent  parties, 
when  they  act  upon  the  faith  of.  such  judgment,  do  so  at  the 
peril  of  its  being  subsequently  shown  to  be  erroneous  ?  There  is 
evidently  a  broad  distinction  in  the  position  of  a  party  claiming 
to  be  an  innocent  purchaser  from  one  who  has  merely  a  forged 
-deed  and  that  of  a  like  purchaser  from  the  devisee  in  a  forged 
will.  In  the  former  case  the  true  owner  is  neither  charged  with 
notice  of  the  forged  deed,  nor  is  he  in  any  way  committed  to  or 
estopped  from  denying  its  validity,  while  in  the  latter  the  will  is 
adjudged  to  be  valid  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  a 
proceeding  to  which  the  heir  is  a  party.  While  it  is  in  force  the 
heirs  are  bound  by  it,  and  cannot  deny  its  correctness  or  dispute 
the  validity  of  the  devise.  The  purchaser  from  the  devisee  is 
authorized  by  the  judgment  to  buy  from  him  on  the  faith  of  a 
valid  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  to  which 
the  heirs  are  parties,  by  which  it  has  been  in  efiEect  determined 
that  the  estate  of  the  testator  vested  in  the  vendor  on  the  testa- 
tor's death.  The  heirs,  being  bound  by  the  judgment,  they  occupy 
the  position  of  one  who  has  voluntarily  parted  with  or  been 
divested  of  his  title,  and  then  stands  by  and  sees  it  sold  to  a  pur- 
i^haser  in  good  faith,  without  a  word  of  complaint ;  that  he  after- 
ward asserts  his  title  and  has  the  judgment  reversed,  or  gets  a 
<lecree  cancelling  the  probate  of  the  will  does  not  mend  the  mat- 
ter. The  purchase  has  been  consummated.  If,  by  the  subse- 
quent reversal  of  the  judgment,  he  can  annul  the  purchaser's 
title,  he  makes  an  innocent  party  the  victim  of  his  negligence  and 
delay,  and  all  distinction  between  'bona  fide  and  mala  fide  pur- 
chasers is  destroyed."* 

§  334.  Mr.  Justice  BuUer  said  :*  "  The  question  naturally 
rises  and  to  be  considered  is,  what  is  the  effect  of  a  probate  ?  It 
has  been  contended  by  counsel  that  it  is  not  a  judicial  act,  and, 
secondly,  that  it  is  not  conclusive.    But  I  am  most  clearly  of  thd 

1  Steele  v.  Benn,  60  Tex.  467;  6.  C,         '  Allen  y.  Dundas^  8  T.  R  125. 
Bd  Am.  R  606. 
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opinion  that  it  is  a  judicial  act,  for  the  ecclesiastical  court  may 
hear  and  examine  the  witnesses  on  the  different  sides,  whether  a 
will  be  or  be  not  properly  made.  That  is  the  only  court  that 
can  pronounce  whether  the  will  is  good,  and  the  courts  of  com- 
mon law  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject.  Secondly,  the 
probate  is  conclusive  till  it  is  repealed,  and  no  court  of  common 
law  can  admit  evidence  to  impeach  it.  Then  this  ease  was  com- 
pared to  a  probate  of  a  supposed  will  of  a  living  person,  but  in 
such  a  case  the^  ecclesiastical  court  has  no  jurisdiction,  and  their 
probate  can  have  no  effect ;  their  jurisdiction  is  only  to  grant 
probate  of  the  wills  of  dead  persons.  The  distinction  in  this 
respect  is  this :  if  they  have  jurisdiction,  their  judgment,  as  long 
as  it  stands  unrepealed,  shall  avail  in  all  other  places ;  if  they 
have  no  jurisdiction,  their  whole  proceedings  are  a  nullity,  and 
inasmuch  as  ^^  if  a  testator  be  circumvented  by  fraud,  the  tes- 
tament loseth  its  force,"  and  that  may  be  set  up  in  objection  to 
the  grant  of  probate  of  that  part  of  the  will  which  is  effected  by 
the  fraud.  It  has  in  a  highly  interesting  case*  been  held  that 
after  a  will  and  codicils  had  in  a  contested  suit  been  admitted  to 
proof  in  the  ecclesiastical  court,  the  court  of  chancery  had  no 
jurisdiction  either  to  set  aside  one  of  the  codicils,  for  fraud 
alleged  to  have  been  practiced  upon  the  testator,  or  to  declare 
the  persons  who  had  been  guilty  of  the  fraud,  and  to  have  reaped 
a  benefit  for  themselves  by  inducing  the  testator  to  alter  his  will 
in  their  favor,  trustees  for  the  persons  they  induced  the  testator 
to  cut  off.  Their  opinion  seemed  to  have  been  in  that  case,  that 
independently  of  the  prior  determination  in  the  ecclesiastical 
court,  the  court  of  chancery  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 
So  a  decree  or  decision  in  an  action  in  a  probate  court  in  regard 
to  which  of  two  parties  are  next  of  kin,  and  the  court  finds  that 
one  of  them  is  next  of  kin,  and  issues  letters  of  administration  to 
that  one,  the  decree  will  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  relation- 
ship of  the  parties  in  any  other  court  for  a  distribution  of  the 
estate.* 

1  Allen  V.  McPhersoD,  6  Beav.  469;  1  H.  L.  C.  191. 

Heluish  v.  Milton,  L.  R  8  C.  H.  D.  •  Barr  v.  Jackson,  1  Y.  A?  C.  SI 

27;  Da  Costa  v.  Villa  Real,  2  8.  T.  R.  Eng.  Chan.   585;  Thomas  v.   Ketter- 

961;  Bunting's  Case,  2  Co.  855;  Kenn's  inck.  1  Yes.  Sr.  888;  Bouchier  v.  Tay- 

Case,  4  Co.  186;  8.  C,  1  Phil.  188,  &  lor,  4  B.  P.  C.  708;  Hobbs  v.  Henning. 
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§  335.  Another  well  settled  principle  of  law  is  that  the  grant 
of  letters  testamentary  or  of  administration,  are  not  notice  in 
foreign  States  or  countries,  nor  are  probate  proceedings  of  States 
recognized  in  another  with  anything  like  the  decree  of  concln- 
siveness  that  they  have  in  the  State  from  whence  they  emanate. 
In  fact,  they  have  no  eflPect  whatever  in  other  States,  and  an 
administrator  or  guardian  will  not  be  recognized  as  a  party 
beyond  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  court  from  which  ho 
derives  his  powers.  He  is  not  even  permitted  to  bring  a  suit 
jointly  with  a  domestic  administrator.*  Chief  Justice  Marshall 
stated  that  it  was  on  these  grounds :  ^^  all  rights  to  personal  prop- 
erty are  admitted  to  be  regulated  by  the  laws  of  the  country 
where  the  testator  lived ;  but  suits  for  those  rights  must  be  gov- 
erned by  the  laws  of  that  country  in  which  tKe  tribunal  is  placed.'" 

§  336.  No  man  can  sue  in  the  courts  of  any  country,  what- 
ever his  rights  may  be,  unless  in  conformity  with  the  rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  laws  of  that  country."  But  there  are,  of  course, 
some  qualifications  to  this  rule,  not  in  fact  denying  the  validity 
of  the  general  rights  and  acts  of  a  foreign  executor  or  adminis- 
trator arising  under  the  lex  looi,  but  only  when  he  goes  abroad  to 
act,  sue,  or  be  sued,  that  he  is  regarded  as  without  power.  While 
his  title  is  complete  under  his  foreign  letters,  he  can  bring  an 
action  (in  another  State  as  the  personal  representative)  for  trover,* 
voluntary  payments  to  and  receipts  by  him  are  conclusive.  A 
recovery  by  a  foreign  administrator  is  a  bar  to  an  action  here  by 
a  domestic  administrator  for  the  same  demand,  and  there  is  no 
distinction  between  administrators,  &c.,  in  the  various  States  and 
foreign  ones ;  the  same  rule  applies  in  both  instances.  In  an 
action  in  New  York  by  a  New  York  administrator  for  the  death 
of  the  intestate  caused  by  negligence  in  another  State,  his  letters 

17  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  826;  Bainbridge  v.  >  Dickenson  v.  McGraw,  4  Hand. 

Baddely,   2  Phill.   795;   Toulmin  v.  158. 

Copeland,  2  Phill.  711 ;   Behrens  v.  •  Dixon    v.     Ramsay,    3    Cranch» 

Sieveking,  2  Myl.  &  C.  682;  Hunter  819. 

V.  Stewart,  31  L.  J.  N.  S.  Ch.  346;  R.  *  Trecothick  v.  Austin,  316;  Stoiy 

V.  Hutchings,  L.   R.  6  Q.  B.  D.  800;  Conflict  of  Laws,  431,  note  2. 

Abouloff  v.  Oppenheimer,  L.  R  10  Q.  *  Atkyns  v.  Smith,  2  Atk.  68;  Doo- 

B.  D.  295.  little  y.  Lewis,  7  Johna.  49;  Steyens 


y.  Gaylord,  11  Mass.  264. 
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are  couclnsive  of  his  right  to  recover.*  In  Bome  of  the  States 
administrators  and  executors  are  allowed  to  sue,  but  where  a 
domestic  executor  or  administrator  is  appointed  he  takes  prece- 
dence over  a  foreign  one ;  but  it  is  well  settled  that  a  probate  of 
one  State  cannot  be  received  as  such  to  effect  the  title  to  land  in 
another.  This  is  on  the  ground  of  the  lex  loci.*  It  is  strange 
that  it  should  be  so  when  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
expressly  says  full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  to  the  records, 
public  acts  and  judicial  proceedings  of  other  States.*  In  Bush  v. 
Sheldon,  a  sale  of  land  under  a  decree  of  the  probate  court,  for 
want  of  personal  estate,  was  held  unimpeachable  by  the  iieir  in 
an  action  of  ejectment,  because  he  was  a  party  in  the  probate 
court,  and  a  decree  of  a  probate  court  establishing  a  will  is  con- 
clusive not  only  to  the  personal  but  to  the  real  estate,  the  power 
given  to  the  court  being  the  same  in  both  instances. 

§  837.  Independent  of  the  modifications  made  by  the  statutes 
of  the  various  States  in  regard  to  tlie  various  tribunals  of  which 
we  are  now  treating  (and  there  are  in  all  the  States  in  the  Union 
courts  created  by  statute  having  jurisdiction  of  the  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  of  decedents),  their  decrees  are  conclusive,  and  no 
court  can  impeach  them  until  they  are  reversed,  or  set  aside  by 
appellate  courts.  Such  courts  being  creatures  of  the  statute  br 
special  enactment,  they  are  treated  as  inferior  courts  or  courts  of 
limited  jurisdiction,  and  in  pleading  their  decrees  jurisdiction 
must  be  shown,  and  when  once  shown  to  have  attached,  they  are 
effectual  and  conclusive  until  annulled  on  appeal,  and  cannot  be 
impeached  collaterally.*     In  New  York  it  has  been  held  that  the 


•  Leonard  v.  Nav.  Co.,  84  N.  T. 
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192. 
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rence V.  Englesby,  24  Vt.  42;  Cook's 
Estate,  14  Cal.  130;  Holmes  ▼.  Dabbs, 
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V.  Groff ,  14  S.  &  R,  181 ;  Lockhart  v. 
John,  7  Pa.  St.  187;  Merkleinv.  Triip- 
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recital  of  the  presentation  of  an  account  in  a  surrogate's  order  is 
insufBoent ;  the  fact  of  its  presentation  must  be  afBrmativelj 
shown.  So,  where  there  are  irregularities  in  granting  letters  of 
administration,  the  court  having  jurisdiction-of  the  subject  mat- 
ter and  person,  and  thereby  fully  empowered  to  act  by  refusing 
or  granting  such  letters,  a  person  so  appointed  becomes  the 
administrator  de  facto  *  the  regularity  of  his  appointment  cannot 
be  questioned  in  a  collateral  proceeding,  but  must  be  held  conclu- 
sive except  in  a  direct  proceeding  for  reversal.'  The  execution 
of  an  additional  bond  estops  both  the  principal  and  surety  from 
controverting  the  probate  court's  jurisdiction  in  any  proceeding 
or  action.  The  sureties  have  no  more  right  than  the  principal 
to  deny  assets.  Because,  by*  their  bond,  they  are  bound  by  the 
acts  of  the  administrator  co-extensively  with  his  liability,  and 
cannot  deny  assets ;  for  the  recital  in  the  bond  shows  that  there 
were  assets. 

§  338.  As  to  the  effect  of  the  decree  of  a  spiritual  court  in 
estopping  the  parties  to  the  suit,  with  respect  to  a  question  inci- 
dentally determined  therein  upon  opening  up  the  same  question 
in  another  court,  in  a  suit  having  a  different  object,  ranch  dis- 
cussion arose  in  the  case  of  Barrs  v,  Jackson.'  In  that  case,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  Lyndhurst,  reversing  a  decretal  order  of  the 
Vice  Chancellor,  held  the  judgment  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Court, 
in  a  suit  for  admirdatrat/ion  turning  upon  the  question  of  which 
of  the  parties  was  next  of  kin  to  the  intestate,  to  be  conclusive 
upon  that  question  in  a  subsequent  suit  in  a  c6urt  of  chancer^^ 
between  the  same  parties,  for  distribution.  The  judgment  was 
based  upon  the  ground  that  the  House  of  Lords  had  decided 
that  the  court  of  chancery,  in  exercising  its  concurrent  jurisdic- 
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tioD  as  to  distribation^  was  coDclnded  by  judgmecU  of  the  spir* 
itual  courts  in  granting  administration,  and  not  at  liberty  to 
re-examine  the  points  decided  in  their  pecnliar  jurisdiction.  The 
principles  laid  down  in  the  judgment  of  the  Vice  Chancellor  are, 
however,  wholly  nntonched  by  the  reversal,  and  that  judgment 
presents  a  very  full  and  clear  statement  of  the  law  of  estoppel 
by  adjudication  in  a  former  suit,  considered  with  reference  to 
the  conditions  of  its  operation.  The  Vice  Chancellor  proceeded, 
after  a  discussion  of  the  leading  English  authorities,  to  state  hi& 
opinion  of  the  law,  as  derived  from  those  and  other  authentic 
sources,  to  be,  that  *'  generally  the  judgment  neither  of  a  concur- 
rent or  exclusive  jurisdiction,  is  (whether  receivable  or  not 
receivable)  conclusive  evidence  of  any  matter  which  came  collat- 
erally in  question  before  it,  though  within  the  jurisdiction,  or  of 
any  other  matter  incidentally  cognizable,  or  of  any  matter  to  be 
inferred  by  argument  from  the  judgment ;  and  that  a  judg- 
ment is  final  only  for  its  proper  purposes  and  object,"  (after 
citing  numerous  cases  to  illustrate  the  injustice  and  absur- 
dity that  would  flow  from  holding  decisions  upon  facts  in 
proceedings  inter  partes  to  be  conclusive  upon  the  parties  for 
all  purposes),  his  honor  proceeded  to  say :  "  Lord  Ellenbor- 
ough  certainly,  and  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  Ontram 
-y.  Morewood,  decided  most  accurately,  with  reference  to  the 
pleadings  in  that  action  at  common  law,  and  that  an  allega- 
tion on  record  npon  which  an  issue  has  been  once  taken  and 
found,  is,  between  the  parties  taking  it,  conclusive  according  to 
the  finding  thereof,  so  as  to  estop  them  respectively  from  litigat- 
ing that  fact  once  so  tried  and  found.  The  action,  however,  in 
Outram  v.  Morewood,  raised  as  to  the  same  property,  and  for 
the  same  purpose,  the  same  issue  as  was  raised  and  tried  in  the 
action,  the  judgment*  wherein  was  pleaded  ;  and  there  are  material 
points  of  distinction  between  the  system  of  pleading  of  the 
English  courts  of  common  law  and  those  of  .other  courts  of 
justice.  But  it  is,  I  think,  to  be  collected,  that  the  rule  against 
re-agitating  matter  adjudicated,  is  subject  generally  to  this 
restriction, — that  however  essential  the  establishment  of  particu- 
lar facts  may  be  to  the  soundness  of  a  judicial  decision ;  however 
it  may  proceed  on  them  as  established,  and  however  binding  and 
conclusive  the  decision  may,  as  to  its  immediate  and  direct  object^ 
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he^  those  facts  are  not  at  all  necessarily  established  conclusively 
between  the  parties,  and  that  either  may  again  litigate  them  for 
any  other  purpose  as  to  which  they  may  come  in  question ;  pro- 
vided the  immediate  subject  of  the  decision  be  not  attempted  to 
be  withdrawn  from  its  operation,  so  as  to  defeat  its  direct  object. 
This  limitation  to  the  rule  appears  to  be  consistent  with  reason 
anfd  convenience,  and  not  opposed  to  authority.  I  am  not  now 
referring  to  the  law  applicable  to  certain  prize  and  admiralty 
questions,  which  are  governed  by  principles  in  some  respects 
peculiar.  On  the  whole,  I  am  not  prepared  at  present  to  say 
that,  according  to  the  proper  sense  of  the  expression,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  between  tliese  parties  was 
directly  apon  the  point  of  the  alleged  illegitimacy  of  R.  J.  8., 
and  had  the  establishment  of  that  supposed  fact  for  its  proper 
purpose  and  object,  so  as  to  render  his  illegitimacy  TemjudAcor 
twm  between  the  parties  on  a  question  of  distribution." 

§  339.  The  principles  so  ably  enunciated  are  not  confined  to 
judgments  and  decrees  of  spiritual  and  probate  courts,  but  are  of 
general  application  to  the  law  of  estoppel.  The  practical  results 
to  which  the  opinion  points  have  the  sanction  of  additional 
authority  in  the  cases  already  referred  to,  and  also  in  regard  to 
-estoppel  by  matter  of  writing  or  deed,  and  will  doubtless  be 
found  applicable  to  every  portion  of  this  important  subject. 
There  is  this  difference  between  ordere  and  decrees  made  by  this 
class  of  tribunals,  and  decrees  exclusively  m  reTti^  while  the  latter 
bind  the  whole  world,  the  former  are  conclusive  only  between  the 
parties  who  claim  under  or  through  them,  and  are  not  even  con 
elusive  upon  them  unless  they  have  had  actual  or  constructive 
notice.  The  probate  of  a  will,  where  the  court  has  jurisdiction, 
is  conclusive  unless  vacated  by  an  appeal.  Whether  the  ques- 
tions arising  in  the  probate  court  were  correctly  or  incorrectly 
decided  as  to  the  competency  of  evidence,  can  never  be  made  a 
matter  of  inquiry  in  a  court  of  common  law,  to  affect  that 
adjudication  ;  no  other  court  can  declare  the  will  void,  or  col- 
laterally examine  the  correctness  of   the  order  or  judgment.* 

'  Lewis*  Heirs  v.  Executors,  5  Mill.  Grave,  83  La.  Ann.  430  ;   Lebrew  a 
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By  statutory  proyision  the  probate  may  be  set  aside  in  a 
enperior  tribanal  in  Bonae  States.'  A  decree  settling  an  accoant 
is  conclusive ;  it  cannot  be  impeached  in  an  action  on  a  probate- 
bond,  nor  by  a  bill  filed  in  equity  to  compel  an  account.  la 
proving  a  sale  of  real  estate  made  under  the  decree  of  one  of 
these  courts,  jurisdiction  must  be  shown,  and  it  makes  no  difier- 
encc  how  erroneous  the  proceedings  may  have  been ;  they  are 
conclusive  until  annulled  or  reversc'd  on  appeal,  and  they  cannot 
be  impeached  collaterally."  Such  proceedings  are  in  rem  against 
the  estate  and  not  in  personam^  and  they  bind  all  those  claiming- 
under  the  testator  or  intestate,  and  even  divest  the  lien  of  a 
judgment,'  and  as  such  they  are  binding  on  the  land  like  the 
condemnation  of  a  court  of  exchequer  or  admiralty  on  goods. '  In 
supporting  these  sales  irregularities  should  be  overlooked,  pur- 
chasers should  not  be  affected  by  the  laches  of  officers.  Their 
regularity  is  to  be  presumed  after  a  lapse  of  years,  and  the 
record  saying  that  the  party  appeared,  or  other  pertinent  matter,, 
has  been  held  conclusive.^  An  administrator  is  estopped,  in  a 
collateral  proceeding,  to  deny  a  recital  in  a  record  that  he  had 
appeared  and  filed  his  accounts  for  a  partial  settlement.  Suoh  a 
decree  is  like  one  in  chancery  on  which  a  sale  is  had,  or  a  judg- 
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ment  at  law  or  a  sherifPs  sale.  The  purchaser  i§  not  bound  by 
the  matters  prior  to  the  decree  or  judgment,  except  to  jurisdiction 
and  parties. 

§  340.  A  judgment,  decree,  sentence,  or  order,  passed  by  a 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  wliich  transfers,  creates,  or 
changes  a  title,  or  any  interest  in  the  estate,  real  or  personal,  or 
which  settles  or  determines  a  contested  right,  or  which  iixes  a 
duty  upon  one  of  the  parties  litigant,  is  not  only  final  as  to  the 
parties  themselves,  and  all  claiming  by  or  under  them,  but 
furnishes  conclusive  evidence  to  all  mankind  that  the  right, 
interest  or  duty  belongs  to  the  party  to  whom  the  court  adjudged 
it ;  it  is  admissible  in  favor  of  any  person  who  may  be  interested 
to  prove  the  existence  of  such  right  or  duty  as  a  fact.*  Probate 
court  proceedings,  where  the  courts  have  jurisdiction,  cannot 
be  questioned  in  a  suit  in  chancery  by  the  wards  against  the 
guardian.' 

§  341.  8uch  courts  are  courts  of  original,  exclusive  and  gen- 
eral jurisdiction  of  the  sale  and  disposition  of  the  real  property 
belonging  to,  and  the  distribution  of,  deceased  persons'  estates, 
and  the  principle  that  matters  once  judicially  determined  cannot 
again  be  called  in  question  by  parties  or  privies,  is  as  binding  and 
controlling  in  equity  as  at  law.  When  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
probate  court  has  attached  and  become  complete,  its  decree  on 
final  settlement  of  an  administration  is  of  equal  dignity  with  the 
judgment  or  decree  of  any  other  court  of  law  or  equity,  and  is 
conclusive  on  parties  and  privies,  not  only  as  to  facts  actually  lit- 
igated and  decided,  but  of  all  facts  necessarily  involved  in  the 
rendition  of  the  judgment.  A  court  of  chancery  can  no  more 
interfere  with  or  annul  such  decree  than  it  can  the  judgment  of 
any  other  court.  A  decree  on  final  settlement  of  an  administra* 
tion,  rendered  by  the  probate  court  after  jurisdiction  has  attached 

»  Hudson  v.  Smith,  89  N.  Y.  Super-  633;  Stone  v.  Peasley,  28  Vt.  716. 

ior,  462;  Ryan  v.  Maxey,  43  Tex.  192;  «  Lynch  v.  Rotan,  89  111.  16;   Wat 

Greenwood  v.  Murray,  26  Minn.  259;  son  v.  Hutto,  27  Ala.  613;  Foust  v. 

Lowe  ▼.  Gruice,  69  Ala,  80;  Lesseps  Chamblee,  61  Ala.  76;  Ford  v.  New- 

V.  Lapere,  34  La.  Ann.  112;  Finley  v.  comer,  14  La.   Ann,   706;    Farrar  v. 

RoberUon,    17   S.   C.    436;    Porche  Olmstead,  24  Vt.  128;  Brent  ▼.  Grace, 

v.Ledoux,    12    La.  Ann.    860;   Mc-  30  Mo.  253;  Gardner  v.  Montague,  16 

Pherson    V.    Cundrff,    1    8.    &    R.  La.  Ann.  299. 
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and  become  complete,  is  as  binding  and  conclusive  upon  minors 
represented  by  a  guardian  ad  litems  as  upon  parties  9wi  juris. 
The  conclusive  effect  of  such  adjudications  as  ai*e  known  as  final 
settlements  of  accounts  is  based  upon  the  recognized  necessity 
of  having  an  end  to  litigation,  and  the  principle  embodied  in  the 
maxim  res  judicata  jiro  verita/te  cLCoijpitur.  In  the  determination 
of  the  rights  of  creditore,  distributees  on  final  settlement,  between 
them  and  the  administrators  or  executors,  the  function  of  the 
judge  is  judicial.  He  hears  and  determines,  adjudges  and  orders, 
in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  land.  His  adjudication  is  final 
and  conclusive,  unless  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  his  judg- 
ment is  reversed  or  set  aside  in  a  direct  proceeding,  as  on  appeal, 
writ  of  error  or  review.  The  maxim  nemo  debet  his  vexari  pro 
una  et  eadam  causa,  which  is  also  applicable  for  the  I'eason  that 
what  has  been  once  determined  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion is  finally  disposed  of,  and  the  proper  parties  having  their 
rights  adjudicated  in  one  proceeding  are  not  to  be  frequently 
cited  into  court  to  re-litigate  matters  once  adjudicated,  nor  are 
they  to  be  vexed  by  continued  litigation,  for  it  would  be  as  great 
a  wrong  upon  them  as  it  would  be  to  the  public,  who  have  aa 
interest  in  the  termination  of  litigation.  The  principle  applica- 
ble to  such  transactions  may  be  thus  stated  :  The  decree  of  a 
court  having  probate  jurisdiction,  rendered  upon  the  final  settle- 
ment of  an  executor  or  administrator,  is  conclusive  upon  all  parties 
to  it,  of  every  matter  involved,  constituting  a  bar  to  further 
proceedings  concerning  the  same  matter,  not  only  in  the  courts 
of  probate  jurisdiction,  but  in  all  other  courts.*     They  are  im- 


»  Bowers  v.  Williams,  84  Miss.  824; 
Harty's  App6al,2  Grant  Cas.  88;  Hart- 
man 's  Appeal,  36  Pa.  St.  70;  Light's  Ap- 
peal, 22  Pa.  St.  445;  Baker  v.  Runkle, 
41  Mo.  392;  Probate  Court  v.  Merriam, 
8  Vt.  234;  McFadden  v.  Geddis,  17  S. 
&  R.  836;  Schaeffer,  Succession  of,  13 
La.  Ann.  113;  Treadwell  v.  Herndon, 
41  Miss.  38;  El  wood  v.  Deifendorf,  5 
Barb.  898;  Brashears  v.  Hicklin,  54 
Mo.  102;  Fish  v.  Lightner,  44  Mo. 
268;  Bulkley  v.  Andrews,  30  Conn. 
624;  Jones  V.  Coon,  13  Miss.  751;  Pit- 
ner  v.  Flanigan,  17  Tex.  7;  Lowrie's 


Appeal,  1  Grant  Cas.  873;  Lyon  v. 
Odom,81  Ala.  284;  SalstonstaUv.Riley, 
28  Ala.  164;  Bobinett's  Appeal,  86  Pa. 
St.  174;  Leaverton  v.  Leaverton,  40 
Tex.  218;  Caldwell  v.  Lockbridge.  9 
Mo.  362;  Jones  ▼.  Brinker,  20  Mo.  87; 
State  V.  Roland,  28  Mo.  95;  Picot  y. 
Biddle,  35  Mo.  29;  Barton  v.  Barton, 
35  Mo.  158:  Martin  v.  Barron,  37  Mo. 
301;  Murray  v.  Roberts,  48  Mo.  807; 
Clyoe  V.  Griswold,  49  Mo.  37;  Town- 
send  V.  Townsend.  60  Mo.  246;  Lewis 
V.  Williams,  54  3Io.  200;  Bheetz  t. 
Kirtley,  62  Mo.   417;    App.  v.  Dreia- 
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peachable  only  iii  courts  of  equity,  for  fraud,'  but  a  dev^astavit  ou 
part  of  the  administrator,  or  a  fraudulent  concealment  of  assets, 
or  any  other  fraudulent  transaction,  cannot  be  made  the  basis  of 
relief  against  the  decree  rendered  on  final  settlement,  when  the 
facts  were  known  and  could  have  been  presented  and  litigated  on 
the  settlement.*  In  some  few  States,  by  statutory  provision,  they 
may  be  impeached  for  mistake,  or  in  the  mode  and  for  the  rea- 
sons given  in  the  statutes  for  such  adjudications.'  The  allow- 
ance of  a  claim  against  a  decedent's  estate  is  a  judgment  and 


"bach,  3  Rawle,  287;  Horn  v.  Greyson, 
7  Port.  270;  Jones  v.  Coon,  13  Misa. 
761;  MaUet  ▼.  Dexter,  1  Curt.  178; 
Sever  v.  Russell,  4  Cush.  513;  Bunt- 
ing's Appeal,  4  W.  &  S.  469;  Patter- 
son V.  Bell,  25  Iowa,  149;  Smith  v. 
Hurd,  8  Miss.  188;  Harper  v.  Archer, 
17  Miss.  71;  Searles  v.  Scott,  22  Miss. 
-U;  GrofTs  Appeal,  45  Pa.  St.  379; 
Arnold  V.  Mower,  49  Mc.  561;  Hatcher 
T.  Dillard,  70  Ala.  843;,  Waring  v. 
Lewis,  58  Ala.  615;  Hutton  v.  Wil- 
liams,  60  Ala.  107;  Moore  v.  Lcsseur, 
m  Ala.  287;  Glenn  v.  Billingsted.  64 
Ala.  848;  Guinuet  v.  Henderson,  66 
Ala.  521 ;  Kelly  v.  West,  80  N.  Y. 
189;  Gerould  v.  Wilson,  81  N.  Y. 
•673;  Mc  Williams  v.  Kalback,  55  Iowa, 
110;  Jones  v.  Fellows,  58  Ala.  348; 
McCalley  v.  Robinson,  70  Ala.  432; 
George  v.  Lee,  6  Humph.  61 ;  AUsup 
V.  Allaup,  10  Yerg.  283;  Whittaker 
y.  Whittaker,  10  Lea,  93;  Reynolds 
^.  Bnimagim,  54  Cal.  254;  Daniels  ▼. 
Bmith,  58  Iowa,  677;  Knowes  v. 
Mowery,  57  Iowa,  20;  Shackel- 
ford v.  Cunningham,  41  Ala.  203; 
Ostrom  v.  Curtis,  1  Cush.  461; 
Moore  y.  Fields,  42  Pa.  St.  467; 
Abbott  y.  Bradstreet,  3  Allen,  587; 
Burlingame  y.  Brown,  5  R.  I.  410; 
Brodericks's  Will,  21  Wall.  503; 
Exton  y.  Zule,  14  N.  J.  Eq.  501; 
Downs  y.  Downs,  17  Ind.  95;  Mc- 
Affee  y.  PhilUps,  25  Ohio  S.  374; 
Hendricks  y.  Huddleston,  13  Miss. 
422;   Musick  y.  Beebee,  14  Eas.  47; 


Brown.  Succession  of,  27  La.  Ann. 
326;  Harlow  y.  Harlow,  65  Me.  448; 
Stull    y.    Dayidson,   12   Bush,   167; 
Foust  y.  Chamblee,  51  Ala.  75;  State 
y.  Hull,  53  Miss.  636;  Anderson,  Suc- 
cession of,  12  La.  Ann.  95;  Grayson  y. 
Weddell,  63  Mo.  523;  Montgomery  y. 
Johnson,  31  Ark.  74;    Burd  y.  Mc- 
Gregor, 2  Grant's  Cas.  353;  Ringgold 
y.  Stone,  20  Ark.  526;  Barton  y.  Bar 
ton,  25  Mo.   158;    Ordinary  y.  Ker 
shaw,  14  N.   J.  Eq.    527;   Duke  y 
Duke,  26  Ala.  673;  Arnold  y.  Mower 
49  Me.  561 ;  Sparhawk  y.  Buol,  9  Vt 
41;  Bush  y.   Hampton,  4  Dana,  83 
Waring  y.  Lewis,  53  Ala.  615. 

»  Strong  y.  Wilkinson,  14  Mo.  116 
Jones  y.  Brinker,  20  Mo.  37;  Dooley 
y.  Dooley,  14  Ark.  122;  Heyer  y. 
Moorehouse,  20  N.  J.  L.  125;  Engle 
y.  Crombie,  21  N.  J.  L.  614;  Allen  y, 
Clark,  2  Blackf.  343;  Dayis  y.  Cow- 
din,  20  Pick.  510;  Tibbits  v.  Tilton. 
31  N.  H.  278;  Green  v.  Creighton,  18 
Miss.  159;  Lorne  y.  White,  8  Dana, 
45;  Sheetz  y.  Kirtley,  62  Mo.  417; 
Clyce  y.  Griswold,  49  Mo.  37;  Lewis 
y.  Williams,  54  Mo.  200. 

*  Waring  y.  Lewis,  53  Ala.  615;  ante 
for  cases  as  to  what  is  included  in  a 
Judgment. 

•Black  y.  Whitall,  9  N.  J.  Eq. 
572;  James  y.  Mathews,  5  Ired.  £q. 
28;  Walker  y.  Wooten,  18  Ga.  119; 
Ray  y.  Dougherty,  4  Blackf.  115; 
Kachlein's  Appeal,  5  Pa.  St.  95;  Pew 
y.  Hastings,  1  Barb.  Ch.  452. 
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merges  the  claim  in  the  judgment.'  So,  a  decree  dismissing  a 
trustee  at  his  own  request  is  conclusive  as  to  his  subsequent 
liability  as  trustee."  Nor  can  their  decrees  or  orders  respecting 
the  sale  of  real  estate  of  a  decedent  be  collaterally  assailed  when 
jurisdiction  is  shown  to  have  attached.' 

§  342.  In  the  celebrated  Gaines  case,  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  held  that  the  probate  of  a  will,  duly  received  to 
probate  by  a  State  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  was  conclu- 
sive of  its  validity  and  contents.  But  a  probate  of  a  will  in  one 
State  or  county  will  not  establish  its  validity  as  a  bequest  or 
devise  of  lands  or  chattels  in  another.  But  probate  court  pro- 
ceedings, where  the  court  has  jurisdiction,  cannot  be  questioned. 
But  it  is  a  universal  and  well-settled  principle  of  law,  in  cases 
of  courts  of  this  kind,  that  the  decrees  of  such  courts  are  void- 
able collaterally  by  showing  lack  of  jurisdiction.  Judgments 
of  these  tribunals,  like  other  judicial  acts,  may  be  impeached  by 
strangers  to  the  suit  by  evidence  of  fraud  or  collusion.  But  this 
proposition  must  always  be  qualified  with  the  fact  that  the  per- 
son seeking  to  impeach  the  former  was  neither  party  or  privy 
to  it.  If  he  stand  in  either  of  these  relations,  he  shall  not  be 
heard  to  allege  fraud,  even  in  the  mode  of  proceeding  by  which 
he  is  condemned ;  of  course  he  shall  not  in  the  foundation  and 
merits.*  But  while  third  persons  may  impeach,  they  are  also 
protected  by  fraudulent  judgments,  where  they  act  under  them 
honajide.  While  judgments  of  courts  that  are  obtained  by  fraud 
have  been  considered  as  absolutely  void,  all  acts  performed  under 
them  are  valid  as  respects  third  persons.* 

§  343.  For  certain  purposes,  and  within  certain  limits,  every 
sovereignty  may,  without  any  violation  of  principle,  exert  its 
authority  over  the  real  property,  subject  to  and  within  its  juris- 


1  Jameson  v.  Barber,  66  Wis.  680; 
Price  V.  Dietrich,  13  Wis.  626;  Bank 
V.  Kidder,  20  Vt.  619;  Rix  v.  Nevens, 
26  Vt.  889;  MltcheU  v.  Mayo,  16 
111.  83. 

« Johnson's  Appeal,  9  Pa.  St.  446; 
Simpson's  Appeal,  9  Pa.  St.  416, 

»  Rivers  v.  Thompson,  43  Ala.  633; 
Walker  v.  Mock,  39  Ala.  568. 

*  Peck  V.  Woodbridge,  8  Conn.  86; 


Woods  V.  Lee,  21  La.  Ann.  600;  Ward 

V.  Hudspeth,  44  Ala.  816;  McCauley  v. 

Harvey,  49  Gal.  497;  Brown  v.  Chrislie, 

27  Tex.  73;  George  v.  Norris,  28  Ark. 

121;    Cassel    v.    Case,    14    Ind.   898; 

Iverson  v.  Loberg,  26  III.  179;  Iddinga 

V.  Cairns,  2  Grant's  Gas.  88;  Sturdy  v. 

Jacoway,  19  Ark.  499. 
^  Sims  V.   Slacum,  8  Cranch,  806; 

McDonald  v.  Napier,  14  Ga.  89. 


Judgments  in  Bem.  395 

diction,  by  statutes  operating  in  rem^  which  are  not  limited  to 
the  rights  of  particular  persons,  and  thereby  estop  all  the  world 
from  controverting  the  title  thus  transferred  or  created  by  such 
proceedings/  Thus,  the  judgment  of  a  court  upon  the  report  of 
a  committee,  under  the  laws  of  a  State,  which  empowers  that 
court  to  establish  the  disputed  boundary  lines  between  adjoining 
towns,  is  a  judgment  in  rem^  and  conclusive  upon  all  persons. 
The  effect  of  such  judgment  is  not  merely  prospective.  It  is  an 
adjudication  not  only  of  where  the  line  is,  but  where  it  always 
has  been,  since  it  was  established  by  the  incorporation  of  the 
towns,  and  is  therefore  conclusive  upon  the  parties  in  a  suit 
against  one  of  the  towns,  pending  when  the  judgment  was  ren- 
dered, and  in  which  is  involved  an  inquiry  into  the  true  location 
of  the  boundary." 

§  344.  Laws  have  been  enacted  by  almost  every  government, 
rendering  adverse  possession  a  bar  to  every  right  which  is  not  en- 
forced by  action  within  a  certain  period  of  time.  So  the  appropri- 
ation of  land  for  public  purposes,  by  virtue  of  the  right  of  eminent 
don^ain,  must,  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  divest  the  title  of  strang- 
ers as  well  as  parties  to  the  proceedings.'  No  Legislature  will  be 
presumed  to  have  enacted  any  law  that  would  permit  any  man  to 
be  deprived  of  his  property  without  giving  him  an  opportunity 
to  be  beard,  although  there  may  be  provision  made  for  making 
service  by  publication  when  it  cannot  be  made  in  personam.  All 
actions  brought  for  the  recovery  of  title  to  land  are  in  the  nature 
of  proceedings  in  rem^  •  whether  commenced  by  service  ioi  per- 
sanam  or  by  publication,  yet  the  judgment  is  limited  to  the 
estate  and  to  those  who  have  been  made  parties  either  by  service 
of  process  or  by  appearance.  And  the  title  of  third  persons  is 
neither  barred  or  affected  by  any  order  or  execution  based  on 
such  a  judgment.  The  proceedings  of  probate,  surrogate, 
orphans'  and  guardians'  courts  of  this  country,  for  the  sale  of  tlio 
real  estate  of  an  ancestor,  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  facilitating  or  effecting  a  partition  or  distribution 
among  his  heirs,  are  commonly  instituted  by  petition  or  publica- 

>  Jeter  v.  Hewett,  22   How.  852.         *  Stewart  y.  Board,  &c.,  8  Cusiu 
Barten  v.  Bank,  10  Mo.  App.  76  479. 

«  Pitman  v.  Albany,  84  N.  H.  577. 
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tioD,  without  anj  direct  or  personal  service  of  procese,  and  are 
Bometimes  deecribed  as  proceedings  m  rem.  The  order  or  de- 
cree in  such  cases  is  binding  on  all  who  claim  title  by  descent 
from  the  ancestor,  whether  they  are  or  are  not  actnally  before 
the  court  when  it  is  made.'  But  the  difference  between  them 
and  a  real  judgment  in  rem  is,  that  the  estoppel  is  limited  to  the 
title  of  those  whom  the  law  regards  as  parties  or  privies  to  the 
proceeding,  and  will  not  be  binding  even  on  them  unless  they 
have  had  actual  or  constructive  notice  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  statute. 

§  345.  Decisions  in  rem  are  conclusive,  not  only  upon  the  par- 
ties actually  litigating  in  the  cause,  but  upon  the  whole  world,  for 
the  reason,  that  in  cases  of  property  seized  and  proceeded  against, 
every  one  who  has  a  right  to  appear  and  assert  his  own  rights  by 
being  made  or  becoming  a  party  to  the  proceedings,  and  upon 
the  maxim.  Interest  reijyublicae  ut  sit  finis  litium.  It  is  essen- 
tial to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  community  that  questions 
of  this  kind  should  not  be  left  in  doubt,  but  that  our  domes- 
tic relations  should  be  clearly  defined  and  conclusively  set- 
tled and  at  rest ;  and  so  well  are  they  settled,  that  decrees  irfrem, 
cannot  be  set  aside  or  impeached  collaterally,  either  by  parties  or 
strangers,  on  any  other  ground  than  want  of  authority,  or  juris- 
diction of  the  court  in  which  the  judgment  was  rendered. 

>  Clemens  v.  Clemens,  87  N.  Y.  74;     Freeman  v.  Rahm,  68  Oal.  Ill ;  Bar- 
Philadelphia  y.  Girard,  45  Pa.  St.  9;     tero  t.  Bank,  10  Mo.  App.  76. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 


JUDGMENTS  OF  INFERIOR  COURTS  AND  COURTS   OF  LIMITED 

JURISDICTION. 

Section  346.  Superior  courts  are  presumed  to  act  by  right 
and  not  by  wrong ;    consequently  their  acts  and  judgments  are 
conclusive  in  themselves,  unless  clearly  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  tribunals  from  whence  they  emanate.*     The  jurisdiction  of 
limited  and  inferior  courts  must   be  shown  to  confer  validity 
npon  their  acts,  and  when  the  facts  necessary  to  give  jurisdiction 
are  not  apparent  npon  the  face  of  thew record,  or  are  not  proven 
aliunde,  the  whole  will  be  void  and  set  aside  as  a  nullity  when 
called  in  question  in  any  collateral  proceeding.     The  strictness 
with  which  the  proceedings  of  inferior  tribunals  are  scrutinized, 
applies  only  to  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  existence  of 
jurisdiction,  when  that  is  proved  or  conceded,  the  maxim  omma 
praesumtmutur  rite  et  solemniter  ease  acta  applies  as  well  as  to 
other  courts  of  general  jurisdiction.     This  proceeds  npon  the 
principle  that  estoppels  must  bo  mutual ;  that  nothing  that  does 
not  bind  both  parties  can  be  conclusive  upon  either.     When  the 
proceedings  of  inferior  courts  set  forth  facts  necessary  to  give 
jurisdiction,  it  will  be  held  to  exist  without  proof  aliunde.    But 
unless  courts  of  inferior  and  limited  jurisdiction  show  that  the 
matters  in  litigation  were  within  the  scope  of  their  powers,  the 
presumption  is  that  they  were  beyond  them,  and  consequently 
will  be  treated  as  coram  nonjudice,  and  therefore  void." 


"  Grignon  v.  Astor,  2  How.  819 ; 
Briggs  V.  Clark.  8  Miss.  457;  Cook  v. 
Duling,  18  Pick.  893;  Venable  v.  Mc- 
Donald, 4  Dana,  336;  Hantington  v. 
Charlotte,  15  Vt.  46;  Wells  v.  Mason, 
5  HI.  84;  Wright  v.  Watson,  11 
Hamph.  629 ;  Morgan  v.  Burnet.  18 
Ohio,  585;  Pennington  v.  Gibson, 
16  How.  65 ;  Hall  v.  Law,  2  W.  &  S. 
185. 


«  Perrine  v.  Parr,  22  N.  J.  L.  856; 
Kemp  Y.  Kennedy,  5  Cranch,  172; 
Albee  v.  Ward,  8  Mass.  86;  Walbridge 
V.  Hall,  8  Vt.  114 ;  Smith  v.  Rice, 
11  Mass.  513;  Williams  v.  Blunt, 
2  Mass.  213;  Turner  y.  Bank,  4 
Dall.  11 ;  Hunt  v.  Hapgood,  4  Mass. 
122 ;  Clapp  v.  Beardsley,  1  Aik,  168  ; 
Hall  V.  Howd,  10  Conn.  514;  Hendrick 
▼.  Cleaveland,  2  Vt  329;  Powers  v. 
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§  347.  It  matters  not  what  the  general  powers  an<)  jiirisdio* 
tion  of  a  court  may  be ;  if  it  act  withoat  authority  in  the  par- 
ticular case,  its  judgments  and  orders  are  mere  nullities,  liot 
voidable,  but  simply  void,  protecting  no  one  acting  under  them, 
and  constituting  no  hindrance  to  the  prosecution  of  any  right.' 
The  distinction  between  courts  of  limited  and  of  general  juris- 
xliction  is  this,  that  when  their  acts  and  judgments  are  relied 
apon,  either  as  giving  aright  or  furnishing  a  defense,  jurisdiction 
of  the  latter  is  presumed,  while  that  of  the  former  must  be 
proved  ;  but  the  presumption  in  favor  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  of  general  jurisdiction  is  one  of  fact,  and  not  conclusive. 
It  may  be  rebutted.  If  it  depends  upon  the  existence  of  certain 
facts,  and  the  court  has  passed  upon  those  facts,  the  determina- 
tion is  conclusive  until  its  judgment  has  been  reversed  or  set 
aside,  and  this  rule  is  as  applicable  to  the  judgments  of  inferior, 
AS  of  superior  courts." 

§  348.  The  general  principle  as  to  the  conclusive  effect  of 
what  has  been  regularly  determined  by  a  competent  tribunal, 
with  regard  to  the  same  subject  matter  in  controversy  and 
between  the  same  parties  and  their  privies,  applies  generally  to 
all  the  courts  in  England  and  this  country,  whether  superior 
or  inferior,  whether  of  record  or  not  record.  There  is,  how- 
ever, some  diflSculty  in  determining  whether  particular  courts 
are,  or  are  not,  inferior  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  as  used 
in  the  books."     The  use  of  the  words  '  superior '  and  '  inferior,' 


People,  4  Johns.  292;  Hamilton  v. 
BuTum.  8  Yerg.  865;  Latham  v.  Edger- 
ton.  1)  Cow.  227;  Stockett  v.  Nicholson, 
Walker,  75;  Wooster  v.  Parsons, 
Kirby,  27;  Wickes  v.  Caulk,  6  Har.  & 
J.  86;  McKenzie  v.  Ramsay,  1  Bailey 
459;  Harvey  v.  Huggins,  2  Bailey,  267; 
Den  V.  Turner,  9  Wheat  541;  Hill  v. 
Pride,  4  Call.  107;  Shivers  v.  Wilson, 
5  H.  »&  J.  180;  Foster  v.  Glazener,  27 
Ala.  891;  Thatcher  v.  Powell,  6 
Wheat.  119;  Striker  v.  Kelly,  7  Hill, 
24;  Denning  v.  Corwin,  11  Wend.  647; 
Ludlow  *  V.  Johnson,  8  Ohio,  558; 
Hit<;heU  v.  Runkle,  25  Tex.  Supp. 
182;  Adams  7.  Jeffries,  12  Ohio,  253; 


Cone  y.  Cotton,  2  Blackf.  82;  Earth- 
man  V.  Jones,  2  Yerg.  483;  Barney  v. 
Patterson,  8  Humph.  818;  Wight  v. 
Warner,  1  Doug.  (Mich.)  884. 

>  ElUott  V.  Peh-sol,  1  Pet.  828. 

«  Staples  v.  FairchUd,  8  N.  Y.  41 ; 
Bank  ▼.  Judson,  8  N.  Y.  254;  People 
v.  Liscomb,  60  N.  Y.  668. 

'  Nations  v,  Johnson,  24  How.  195; 
Judson  v.  Lake,  8  Conn.  818;  Coit  v. 
Tracy,  8  Conn.  268;  Gould  v.  Stanton, 
16  Conn.  12;  Richard  Busteed,  The, 
100  Mass.  409;  Winans  v.  Dunham,  5 
Wend.  47;  House  v.  Wiles,  12  G.  &  J. 
888;  Dorsey  v.  Gassoway,  2  H.  &  J. 
402;  Pleasants  y.  Clements,  2  Leigh, 
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or  *  limited '  and  *  general,'  however  apt  they  may  have  once 
i)een,  are  less  so  at  this  time  and  place,  and  their  duties,  in 
view  of  our  system  and  mode  of  procedure,  would  be  better 
performed  by  the  terms  '  courts  of  record '  and  *  courts  and 
tribunals  not  of  record.'  A  court  of  record  is  that  where  the 
acts  and  judicial  proceedings  are  enrolled  on*parchment  for  a 
perpetual  memorial  and  testimony,  which  rolls  are  called  the 
records  of  the  court,  and  are  of  such  high  and  super-eminent 
authority,  that  their  truth  is  not  to  be  called  in  question/  In 
England  probably  all  courts  except  the  King's,  ^t  Westmins- 
ter, the  King's  Bench,  Exchequer,  Bankruptcy  and  Chancery 
courts,  are  termed  inferior  courts  and  treated  as  such.  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  said,'  "  all  courts  from  which  an  appeal  lies  are 
inferior  courts  in  relation  to  the  appellate  court  before  which 
their  judgments  may  be  carried;  but  they  are  not,  therefore, 
inferior  courts  in  the  technical  sense  of  those  words.  They  (the 
words  inferior  courts)  apply  to  courts  of  special  and  limited 
jurisdiction,  which  are  erected  on  such  principles  that  their 
judgments  taken  alone  are  entirely  disregarded,  and  the  proceed- 
ings must  show  their  jurisdiction.  The  courts  of  the  United 
States  are  all  of  limited  jurisdiction,  and  their  proceedings  are 
-erroneous  if  jurisdiction  be  not  shown  upon  them.  Judgments 
rendered  in  such  cases  may  certainly  be  reversed ;  but  this  court 
is  not  prepared  to  say  that  they  are  absolute  nullities  which  may 
Be  totally  disregarded."  The  limitation  of  jurisdiction  does  not 
necessarily  imply  inferiority. 

§  349.  The  United  States  courts  are  courts  of  limited  juris- 
diction. They  possess  no  power  except  such  as  is  expressly  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  the  power  that  creates  them.*  They  have 
no  jurisdiction  of  common  law  offenses,  and  there  is  no  abstract  per- 
vading principle  of  the  common  law  under  which  they  can  take 

474;  Morgan  v.  Patton,  4  T.  B.  Mon.  Bkillem  v.  May,  6  Cranch,  367;  Harvey 

453;  Troutman  v.  Vernon,!  Bush,  482;  v.  Tyler.  3  WaH.  828. 

McLemore  v.  Nuckolls,  87  Ala.  663;         »  U.  S.  v.   Hudson,  7  Cranch,  83; 

Goddard  v.  Long.  15  Miss.  788.  U.  B.  v.  Coolidge,  1  Wheat.  415;  Har- 

1  Ante,  ch.  2.  rison  v.  Hadley,  2  Dill.  229;  Pennsyl- 

«  Kemp  V.  Kennedy,  5  Cranch.  178;  vania  v.  Wheeling  B.  Co.,  18  How. 

Wood  V.   Mann,   1  Sumn.  578;  Mc-  568. 

Cormick  v.  SuUiviint.  10  Wheat.  199;  ^ 
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jurisdiction.  As  Federal  courts  they  have  no  common  law  juris- 
diction, civil  or  criminal,  unless  conferred  upon  them  by  act  of 
Congress.  It  is  true,  that  when  sitting  in  a  State  they  adminis- 
ter the  common  law  where  it  has  been  adopted  by  the  State. 
But  it  is  administered  as  the  law  of  the  State,  under  the  author- 
ity and  direction  of  the  act  of  Congress,  which  makes  the  laws  of 
the  State  the  rule  of  decision  in  a  court  of  the  United  States, 
when  sitting  in  the  State,  provided  such  laws  are  not  contrary  to 
the  constitution,  laws  or  treaties  of  the  United  States.  Yet  these 
courts  are  not  inferior  courts.  Their  judgments  aniJ  decrees, 
within  the  limitation  fixed  by  law  permitting  an  appeal,  are  aa 
final  and  conclusive  as  those  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;  they  have  the  same  conclusive  effect  as  all  final  judg- 
ments. The  circuit,  district  and  temtorial  courts  of  the  United 
States  are  courts  of  limited,  but  not  inferior  jurisdiction.  Their 
judgments  are  binding  until  reversed,  and  cannot  be  treated  as 
nullities,  or  set  aside  collaterally,  for  a  failure  to  set  forth  the 
facts  necessary  to  give  jurisdiction,  and  the  same  rule  applies  to 
many  of  the  local  courts  in  the  difEerent  States.  The  courts 
which,  under  the  appellations  of  orphans'  courts,  courts  of  pro- 
bate, surrogates'  courts,  courts  of  ordinary,  guardians'  courts,  or 
whatever  name  may  be  given  by  the  statute  creating  them,  which 
are  entrusted  with  the  settlement  of  the  personal  estate  of  dece- 
dents, and  in  subordination  to  this,  with  the  power  to  sell  real 
estate  when  the  personal  estate  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  charge 
upon  it,  are  treated  in  some  of  the  States  as  inferior  tribunals, 
and  their  decrees  held  to  be  voidable  collaterally,  by  showing  a. 
want  of  jurisdiction  either  in  the  cause  itself  or  over  the  parties,* 
and  is  applicable  with  greater  force  to  the  acts  of  such  tribunals 
which  are  ministerial  in  their  nature  as  well  as  judicial ;  as  for 
example,  the  grant  of  letters  of  administration,^  and  it  was  held 
that  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  by  a  probate  court,  vrithout 
annulling  or  vacating  a  prior  testamentary  appointment  by  the 


>  Chase  v.  Hathaway,  14  Mass.  222;  •  Holyoke  v.  Hoskins,  6  Pick.  90; 

Conkey  v.   KiDgman,  24  Pick.  116;  Sigourney  v.   Sibley,  21  Pick.   101; 

Wattles  V.  Hyde,  9  Conn.  10;  Hen-  Oreave  v.  Brust,  8  Dana,  129;  John- 

drick  Y.  Cleveland,  2  Vt.  829;  White  son  v.  Corpennlng,  4  Ired.  Bq.  216; 

y.  Riggs,  27  Me.  114;  Erwin  v.  Lowry,  Flin  v.  Chase,  4  Denio,  85. 
7  How.  172. 
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father  of  the  ward,  was  coram  non  judice^  and  wholly  void  and 
might  be  disregarded  in  course  of  subsequent  and  collateral  pro- 
ceedings.' Owing  to  the  limited  and  inferior  jurisdiction  of 
these  courts,  there  can  be  no  reason  assigned  why  the  determina- 
tions of  such  tribunals  when  they  transcend  their  jurisdiction 
should  not  be  void,  or  when  they  fail  to  take  the  neceesary  steps 
to  obtain  jurisdiction  over  the  cause  and  parties. 

§  350.  When  an  inferior  court  (a  court  of  limited  jurisdic- 
tion, either  4n  point  of  place  or  of  subject  matter),  assumes  to 
proceed,  its  judgment  must  set  forth  such  facts  as  show  that  it 
has  jurisdiction,  and  must  show  also  in  what  respect  it  has  juris- 
diction.' But  it  is  another  thing  to  contend  that  it  must  set 
forth  all  the  facts  or  particulars  out  of  which  its  jurisdiction 
arises.  Thus,  if  a  power  of  commitment  or  other  power  is  given 
to  justices  of  a  county,  their  conviction  or  order  must  set  forth 
that  they  are  two  such  justices  of  such  county,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  certainly  known  whether  they  constitute  the  tribunal 
upon  which  the  statute  they  assume  to  act  under,  has  conferred 
the  authority  to  make  that  order  or  pronounce  that  conviction. 
But  although^it  is  necessary  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  inferior 
court  should  appear,  yet  there  is  no  particular  form  in  which  it 
should  be  made  to  appear.  The  court  above,  which  has  to  exam- 
ine, and  may  control  the  inferior  court,  must  be  enabled,  some 
how  or  other,  to  see  that  there  is  jurisdiction  such  as  will  support 
the  proceeding,  but  in  what  way  it  shall  so  see  it,  is  not  material, 
provided  it  does  30  see  it.'  The  rule,  therefore,  may  be  stated  to 
be,  that,  where  it  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  proceeding  that 
the  inferior  court  has  jurisdiction,  it  will  be  intended  that  the 
proceedings  are  regular  ;*  but  that — ^unless  it  so  appears — that  is, 
if  it  appear  affirmatively  that  the  inferior  court  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion, or,  if  it  be  left  in  doubt,  whether  it  has  jurisdiction  or  not 
— no  such  intendment  will  be  made.*   **  The  old  rule  for  jurisdic- 

>  Holmes  v.  Fields,  12  lU.  424.  » Taylor  v.  aemson,  11  CI.  A  Fin. 

«  Harris  v.   Willis,   16  C.  B.  709;  610;  Reg.  v.  Ardsley,  6  Q.  B.  78. 

Crawford  v.   Howard,   80   Me.  422;  *  Barnes  v.  Keane.   15   Q.  B.  75; 

Clark  V.  Bryan,  16  Md.  71;  Adams  v.  Baker  v.  Cave.  1  H.  &  N.  674. 

Tieman,   6  Dana,   894;  Gray  v.  Mc-  ^  Fairfield  v.  GuUiyer,  49  Me.  860; 

Neil,  12  Ga  424;  Perrine  v.  Farr,  22  Potwine's    Appeal,    81    Conn.    881; 

N.  J.  L.  356.  Dempster  y,  Pumell,  4  Scott,  N.  R 

89;  Barnes  v.  Keane,  15  Q.  B.  75. 
Vol.  I.-.26 
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tion  is,  that  Dothing  shall  be  intended  to  be  out  of  the  jnrisdic* 
tion  of  the  Superior  Court,  but  that  which  specially  appears  to 
i)e  so ;'  nothing  is  intended  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  an 
inferior  court  but  that  which  is  expressly  alleged."  And  again, 
**  it  is  necessary  for  a  party  who  relies  upon  the  decision  of  an 
inferior  tribunal,  to  show  that  the  proceedings  ai*e  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court.' 

§  351.  The  Probate  courts,  and  courts  of  like  nature,  in 
their  jurisdiction  are  like  those  of  Superior  courts.  Thuy  pos- 
sess exclusive  original  jurisdiction  in  Probate  matters,  and 
the  care  of  the  estate  of  deceased  persons,  and  it  is  provided 
by  the  statutes  creating  such  courts,  their  orders,  entries^  etc., 
made  on  the  record  of  the  courts,  shall  have  the  full  force  and 
effect  of  judgments.  These  courts  being  restricted  to  this  partic- 
ular branch  of  business,  it  in  no  wise  makes  them  inferior  courts, 
limited  and  subordinate  in  their  jurisdiction.  The  jurisdiction 
of  these  courts  is  so  exclusive  and  important,  that  the  same  rule 
of  construction  is  to  be  made  in  favor  of  their  jurisdiction. 
Jurisdiction  having  once  attached,  it  will  not  be  lost  by  any 
irregularity  in  the  mode  of  exercising  that  jurisdiAion.  Every 
intendment  will  be  made  in  aid  of  the  validity  of  the  proceed- 
ings under  such  jurisdiction,  which  will  be  regarded  as  equally 
conclusive  with  that  of  courts  of  superior  and  general  jurisdic- 
tion.'    Such   judgments   cannot   be   impeached  collaterally  for 


»  Gossctt  V.  Howard,  10  Q.  B.  436; 
Peacock  v.  Boll,  1  Saund.  75. 

»  Boiler  V  Mayor,  40  N.  Y.  Supe- 
rior, 523;  Bolton  v.  Jacks,  6  Rob.  (N. 
Y.)  106;  Rowley  v.  Howard,  23  Cal. 
401;  Clark  v.  Blacker,  1  Ind.  215; 
Conway  v.  Weaver,  1  Ind.  266; 
Barnes  v.  Underwood,  54  Ga.  87; 
Davie  v.  McDaniel,  47  Ga.  195: 
Perrinc  v.  Farr,  22  N.  J.  L.  856; 
Higginson  v.  Martin,  2  Mod.  195; 
Evans  v.  Miinkley,  4  Taunt.  48;  An- 
drews V.  Mares,  1  Q.  B.  16;  Gray  v. 
McNeal,  12  Ga.  424;  8avacool  v. 
Boughton,  5  Wend.  170;  bears  v. 
Terry,  26  Conn.  273. 

» Probst  V.  Meadows.  13  111.  157; 
Bottsford  V.  Conaer,  57  III  72;  Tyer- 


man  v.  Smith,  37  K.  L.  &  Eq.  66; 
Ogden  V.  Waters,  12  Kas.  292;  Hahn 
V.  Kelly,  84  Cal.  391;  Shoemaker  v. 
Brown,  10  Kas.  893;  Harris  v.  Col- 
quitt, 44  Ga.  663;  Rose  v.  Lewis,  8 
Lans.  350;  Stiles  v.  Burch,  5  Paige, 
135;  Womackv.  Wornack,23  La.  An. 
351;  Rudy  v.  (Jlrich,  69  Pa.  St.  177; 
Penderbeatb  v.  McGilvray,  Stu.  L.  C 
470;  Sbropeshire  v.  Probate  Judge,  5 
Miss.  142;  Cole  v.  Leake.  31  Miss.  ICl; 
Crippcn  v.  Dexter,  13  Gray,  330;  Ab- 
bott V.  Bradstreet,  3  Allen.  587;  Simp- 
son V.  Horlon,  45  Me.  281 ;  Davie  v, 
McDaniel,  47  Ga.  195;  Caujolle  v. 
Ferric,  18  Wall.  465;  Ctvstro  v.  Rich- 
ardson. 18  Cal.  478;  Slate  v.  Glynn, 
20  Cal.  233;  Judsoa  y.  Lake,  8  Conn 
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mere  errors  or  irregularities,  unless  they  amount  to  want  of  juris- 
diction, and  can  only  be  inquired  into  by  the  regular  mode  of 
examination  which  is  provided  for  the  investigation  of  real  or 
imputed  errors  in  judicial  procee(}ing8 ;  their  force  and  effect 
cannot  be  impeached  by  parol  testimony.*  The  only  question 
that  can  arise  when  the  validity  of  a  grant  of  letters  testament- 
ary or  administration  is  drawn  in  question  in  collateral  proceed- 
ings, is  that  of  jurisdiction ;  if  that  is  established  no  exceptions 
can  be  taken  to  the  manner  in,  or  to  the  ground  upon  which  it 
is  to  be  enforced.*  A  judgment  of  an  inferior  tribunal  upon 
matters  not  within  its  jurisdiction  is  of  no  force  or  effect.  Thus, 
a  judgment  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  is  required  to  transfer 
^  cause  to  another  court  as  soon  as  it  appears  to  involve  title  to 
lands,  does  not  operate  as  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  suit  upon  a  cause 
of  action  involving  title,  merely  because  such  cause  of  action 
might  have  been  introduced  before  the  justice,  in  which  case  it 
would  have  been  his  duty  to  certify  the  cause  to  another  court 
for  trial.* 

§  352.  The  judgments  of  justices  of  the  peace  stand  on  the 
same  footing  as  courts  of  record ;  they  are  held  to  be  conclusive 
of  every  matter  tha(  might  have  been  litigated,*  and  cannot  be 


826;  Gates  v.  Treat,  17  Conn.  892; 
Thomas  v.  Pool,  19  8.  C.  828;  Harri- 
son y.  Morehouse,  2  Kerr  (N.  B.) 
684;  Fowler  v.  Whlteman,  2  Ohio  8. 
270;  Harris  v.  Ferris,  16  Fla.  84;  Mere- 
dith y.  AssociatioD,  60  Cal.  621;  Roe 
y.  San  Francisco,  60  CaL  93;  Parker 
y.Altschul,  60  CaL  880. 

»  Exton  y.  Zule,  14  N.  J.  Eq.  501 ; 
Hartzell  v.  Commonwealth,  42  Pa.  8t. 
455;  Downs  y.  Downs,  17  Ind.  95; 
Moore  y.  Fields,  42  Pa.  8t.  467;  Burl- 
iugame  y.  Brown,  5  R  I.  410;  Jones 
V.  Chase,  55  N.  H.  234;  Town  v. 
J^mphere,  84  Vt.  865;  Randolph  y. 
Doss,  4  Miss.  205;  Johnson  y.  Beasley, 
65  Mo.  250;  Dajrton  y.  Mintzer,  22 
Minn.  893;  Giddings  y.  Steele,  28  Tex. 
750;  Dickenson  y.  Hayes,  81  Conn. 
417;  Baker  y.  Coe,  20  Tex.  429; 
Dancey  v.   Strickling,  16  Tex.  567; 


Grant  v.  McKinney,  86  Tex.  62;  Mix 
y.  Johnson,  9  La.  Ann.  118;  Warner  y. 
8cott.  89  Pa.  St.  27;  Faggy.  Clementa, 
16  Cal.  889;  Lightsey  y.  Harris,  20 
Ala.  409;  Lawrence  y.  Englesby,  24 
Vt.  43;  Richardson  y.  Merrill,  82  Vt. 
27;  Timothy  y.  Farr,  42  Vt.  48;  Sher- 
man y.  Abell,  46  Vt.  647;  Gamer  y. 
State,  28  Kas.  790;'  Thompson  y. 
Blanchard,  2  Lea.  528. 

«Gay  y. .Monroe,  12  Wend.  272; 
Peck  y.  Randall,  1  Johns.  165; 
Woodruff  y.  Cook,  2  Edw.  Ch.  259. 

•  Goenen  y.  Schroeder,  18  Minn.  68; 
Gordon  y.  Kenney,  86  Iowa,  167. 

*  Gates  y.  Preston,  41  N.  Y.  113; 
Warner  y.  Scott,  39  Pa.  St.  274;  Hal- 
lock  y.  Deming,  69  N.  Y.  238;  Reid  y. 
Spoor,  66  N.  C.  415;  Shayer  v.  Shell, 
24  Ark.  122;  Emery  y.  Nelson,  9  S.  <& 
R  12;  Anderson  y.  Kimbrougfa,6  Cold. 
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collaterally  impeached.  The  general  sessions  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  and  Surrogate's  courts  in  New  York  are  inferior  courts,* 
and  those  who  rely  upon  their  acts  or  decrees  are  required 
to  show  that  the  circumstances  were  such  as  to  give  them  juris- 
diction.  Where  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction  has  special 
authority  conferred  upon  it  by  statute,  it  is  qyoad  hoo^  an  inferior 
or  limited  court.'  In  England,  as  well  as  in  the  various  States 
in  this  country,  where  the  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace 
is  held  to  be  not  only  limited  but  inferior,  their  proceedings  are 
void,  and  they  themselves  liable  as  trespassers,  not  only  when 
they  act  without,  bat  when  they  exceed  their  authority,"  but 
when  they  attempt  to  exercise  their  unquestioned  and  admitted 
powers,  without  pursuing  the  mode,  or  in  any  other,  than  the 
manner   prescribed   by   law,*   they   must   set  forth  enoagh  to 


260;  Fair  v.  Ladd,  87  Vt.  156;  Wilkin- 
son V.  Vorce,  41  Barb.  870;  Hubbard 
V.   Fisher,   25  Vt.  589;    Rountree  v. 
Walker,  46   Tex.  200;   Carpenter  v. 
Pier,  80  Vt.  84;  Kent  v.  H.  R  Co., 
22  Barb.  278;  BiUiogs  v.  Russell,  28 
Pa.  St.  189;  Clark  v.  McComman,7W. 
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Wright  V.  Hazen,  24  Vt.  148;  Turner 
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898;  Stevens  v.  Mangum,  27  Miss.  481 ; 
Westmoreland  v.  Co  nemaugb ,  84  Pa.  St. 
281;  Schuylkill  v.  Monton,  44  Pa.  St. 
484;  Taliafero  v.  Herring,  10  Humph. 
272;  VanDoren  V.  Horton.  16  N.  J.  L. 
206;  Facey  v.  Fuller,  13  Mich.  627; 
Zimmerman  v.  Zimmerman,  16  111.  84; 
Boyd  V.  Miller,  62  Pa.  St.  431 ;  Owen  v. 
State,  66  Vt.  47;  Hauer's  Appeal,  6  W. 
&  8.  493;  Middlebury  v.  Ames,  7  Vt. 
166;  Sloan  t.  McKinstry.  18  Pa.  St. 
120;  Billings  v.  Russell.  28  Pa.  St.  189; 
Huyghe  y.  Biinkman,  84  La.  Ann.  831; 
Walker  V.  Briggs,  11  Vt.  84;  Barnard 
T.  Flanders,  12  Vt.  667;  Beech  v.  Rich, 


18  Vt.  695;  Nye  v.  Kellam,  18  Vt. 
694;  Pike  v.  HUl,  15  Vt.  188 ;  East- 
man  v.  Waterman,  26  Vt.  494;  White 
V.  Hawn,  6  Johns.  861 ;  Halcomb  v. 
Cornish,  8  Conn.  875;  Judge  v.  Briggs, 
8  K.  H.  809;  Murdock  v.  Hicks.  49 
Vt.  408;  Heagy  v.  Black.  90  Ind.  634; 
Shively  V.  Welch,  20  F.  R.  28;  Simon- 
ton  V.  Hays,  88  Ind.  70;  Cox  v.  Biixl, 
88  Ind.  412;  Woodward  v.  Baker,  10 
Greg.  491;  Townsend  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  91 
lU.  645;  R  R.  Co.  v.  Pound,  22  111. 
899;  Robinson  v.  Snyder,  97  Ind.  56; 
Odle  V.  Frost,  69  Tex.  684;  Calvin  y. 
Six,  79  Mo.  198;  Roby  v.  Vemer,  81 
Eas.  706;  Prit^hard  v.  Madden,  81 
Kas.  88;  McConnick  v.  Webster,  89 
Ind.  106;  Hogg  v.  Link,  90  Ind.  846; 
Rcid  V.  Mitchell,  93  Ind.  469;  Blair  v. 
Hanna,  87  Ind.  298. 

VDakin  v.  Hudson,  6  Cow.  221; 
Sherman  v.  Ballou,  8  Cow.  804. 

•Thatcher  v.  Powell,  6  Wheat. 
114. 

•Fisher  v.  McGelr,  1  Gray,  1; 
Barker  v.  Stetson,  7  Gray,  68. 

*  Snyder  v.  Wise,  10  Pa.  St.  167; 
Selby  v.Bowen,  8  Chand.  188;  Levi 
V.  Moylan,  10  C.  B.  189;  Bridge  v. 
Frost,  4  Mass.  641. 
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show  that  the  canse  was  actually  within  their  jnriBdiction  aB  that 
from  its  general  nature  it  might  have  been.^  This  applies  equally 
in  pleading  as  in  evidence,  and  the  plea  which  relies  on  the  judg- 
ment of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  as  a  justification^.must  not  only 
show  that  it  was  within  his  jurisdiction,  but  that  all  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  make  that  jurisdiction  effectual  were  taken.*  When 
jurisdiction  is  once  shown,  the  presumption  is  that  all  matters 
were  rightly  dOne.  So  where  a  plea  that  a  defendant  has  been 
discharged  as  a  bankrupt  or  insolvent  when  jurisdiction  is  shown, 
all  that  is  necessary  is,  to  introduce  the  final  order  or  decree 
without  proving  all  the  intermediate  steps.'  There  seems  to  be 
no  distinction  in  this  particular  between  inferior  courts  and  those 
of  general  juri8dicti<Jn  ;  a  judgment  of  an  inferior  court,  acting 
within  the  scope  of  its  legitimate  authority,  with  a  due  observ- 
ance of  all  the  prescribed  modes  of  proceedings,  is  equally  con- 
islusive,  not  only  against  further  litigation  of  the  same  matter, 
but  in  all  respects  as  the  judgments  of  other  courts.  Its  merits 
can  nowhere  be  collaterally  investigated.  No  error,  however 
palpable,  will  vitiate  it.  "An  inferior  court  having  acquired 
jurisdiction,  the  same  intendments  will  be  made  in  its  favor  as 
in  the  case  of  superior  courts."  Courts  .not  of  record  are  like 
special  agents,  we  "  must  see  their  authority  "  before  regarding 
their  diecisions  as  lawful ;  but,  seeing  it,  we  are  to  respect  it. 
Their  authority  is  not  the  less  certain  because  specified  and  con- 
:fined.  "  It  is  well  settled,  that  when  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court 
of  limited  and  special  authority  appears  upon  the  face  of  its 
proceedings,  its  action  cannot  be  collaterally  attacked  for  mere 
-error  or  irregularity.  The  jurisdiction  appearing,  the  same  pre- 
sumption of  law  arises,  that  it  was  rightly  exorcised,  as  prevails 
with  reference  to  the  action  of  a  court  of  superior  and  general 
authority."  The  judgment  of  every  court  on  a  subject  within 
its  jurisdiction  is  conclusive  and  binding  on  all  other  courts,  ex- 
cept those  only  before  which  it  comes  by  appeal,  certiorari^  or 
writ  of  error.*    The  proceedings  of  any  court  may  be  inquired 

'State   V.  Magrath,  81    Me.   469;  HiU  v.  Mitson,  8  Exch.  750,  Hoose- 

State  V.  Hartwell.  85  Me.  1129.  velt  v.  Kellogg,  20  Johns.  208;  Miller 

»  Turner  v.  Roby,  3  N.  Y.  143.  v.  Chandler,  17  N.  B.  R  251. 

»  Brown  v.   Foster,   6  R.   I.    564 ;  <  Blount  v.  Darrach.  4  Wash.  C.  C. 

Tiele  v.    Blanchard,    4  Greene  (la.)  657;  Groff  v.   Groflf,  14  S.  ifc  R.  184; 

"299;  Rowan  y.  Holcomb,  16  Ohio,  463;  Overseers  v.   Supervisors,  14  Wend. 
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into  bj  any  court  wliei-e  the  former  proceedings  are  brought  by 
the  party  claimiDg  the  benefit  of  them.^ 

§  353.  The  acts  of  inferior  courts  are  not  valid  and  concln- 
sive  nxiless prima  facie  within  their  jurisdiction,  while  the  acts 
of  superior  courts  are  void  when  manifestly  beyond  it.  The 
generality  of  the  above  principle  in  regard  to  inferior  courts, 
unless  jurisdiction  is  apparent  on  the  record,  is  applicable  whether 
the  judgment  is  for  the  plaintifE  or  defendant;  and  it  has  been 
held,  in  a  case  in  Pennsylvania,  that  where  the  defendant  recov- 
ered a  verdict  for  five  doUai-s  and  costs,  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  the  plaintiff,  that  it  was  no  bar  to  another  action,  as  the  former 
verdict  was  equivalent  only  to  a  non-suit.  Every  one  who  brings 
an  action  is  liable  for  the  costs  whether  the  court  had  or  had  no 
jurisdiction  even  if  no  benefit  could  be  derived  from  a  judg- 
ment, were  one  rendered.'  Yet  a  party  is  not  estopped  from 
averring  want  of  jurisdiction  as  a  reason  why  he  should  not  be 
bound  by  an  adverse  judgment  on  the  merits  of  the  question, 
nor  from  questioning  the  existence  pf  jurisdiction  in  any  subse- 
quent proceeding  in  which  the  judgment  is  pleaded  or  given  in 
evidence.*  Whenever  facts  appear  which  give  jurisdiction,  they 
may  be  disproved,  and  the  proceedings  avoided  by  parol  evi- 


71;  Yard  v.  Crammond,  6  Rawle,  18; 
Thompson  v.  Multonah,  2  Greg.  84; 
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29;  Cemetery  Co.  v.  People,  92  111. 
619;  Shoemaker  y.  Brown,  10  Kas. 
883;  Reed  y.  Sponable.  66  N.  C.  415; 
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V.  Hunt,  33  111.  172;  Williams  v.  Ball, 
62  Tex.  603;  Hauer's  Appeal,  5  W.  & 
S.  498;  Sloan  y.  McKinstry,  18  Pa.  St. 


120;  BiUings  y.  Russell,  28  Pa.  8t 
189;  London  y.  R  R.,  88  N.  0.  584; 
Nav.  Co.  y.  Green,  8  Dev.  484;  Gran- 
berry  y.  Moon,  1  Dcv.  456;  Barwick 
y.  Wood,  3  Jones  L.  306;  Bell  y.  Ray- 
mond, 18  Conn.  100;  Relyea  v.. 
Ramsey,  2  Wend.  602;  Roosevelt  y. 
Kellogg,  20  Johns.  208;  Bernarl  y. 
Lynch,  86  Cal.  185;  Gtees  y.  Shannon, 
2  Watts,  71;  Dakin  v.  Hudson,  6 
Cow.  221;  Sheldon  y.  Wright,  6  N.  Y. 
497;  Mitchell  y.  Hawley,  4  Denio, 
416;  Woodruff  y.  Cook,  2  Ed.  Ch. 
262. 

»  Bank  y.  Judson,  8  N.  Y.  254. 

"  Beames  v.  Failey,  1  Eng.  C.  L. 
177;  Hunt  y.  Inhabitanls.  8  Mot.  ai3; 
McMabou  v.  Ins.  Co.,  o  \>o>w.  G44. 
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dence.^  But  this  is  only  applicable  to  those  facts  and  averments 
on  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  depends,  for  as  to  all  else 
the  records  of  inferior  as  well  as  superior  courts  import  absolute 
verity,  and  cannot  be  controverted/ 

§  354.  All  courts  are  limited  to  certain  subjects  of  cogni- 
zance. Some  tb  actions  and  prosecutions,  civil  and  criminal,  and 
to  appellate  and  supervisory  proceedings ;  some  to  only  one  of 
the  branches,  as  to  criminal  matters,  civil  actions,  or  to  certain 
particulars  of  each ;  some  to  matters  in  equity,  or  of  an  admi- 
ralty or  military  nature ;  and  others  to  few  matters  of  small 
consequence.  Kichardson,  J.,'  in  a  case  reviewing  many  author- 
ities on  the  question  relating  to  limited  jurisdiction  and  inferior 
courts,  said  :  ''  It  is  true  that  courts  of  limited  jurisdiction  are 
like  particular  agents ;  we  must  see  their  authority  before  we 
regard  their  decisions  as  lawful ;  but,  seeing  it,  we  are  to  respect 
it,  and  their  authority  is  not  the  less  certain  because  specified 
and  confined.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  is  one 
of  particular  and  limited  jurisdiction ;  and  yet,  though  bound 
down  by  the  Constitution  to  powers  strictly  delegated — although 
very  confined  in  its  objects — how  sovereign  and  unrestrained 
is  that  court  within  its  limits  I  It  is  even  so  with  every 
court  of  particular  and  limited  jurisdiction,  and  we  require 
to  see  evidence  of  its  authority,  as  much  in  the  instance  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  as  in  any  other.  The  differ- 
ence between  these  and  courts  of  common  law  and  general  juris- 
diction is,  that  the  latter,  as  a  general  rule,  have  their  judicial 
authority  proven,  prvmafacie^  by  the  judicial  act  itself,  which 
is  ip80  facto  binding,  until  it  appears  negatively  that  the  court 


>  Wheeler  v.  Raymond,  8  Cow.  811; 
Smith  V.  Fowle,  12  Wend.  9;  Thomas 
V.  Robmson,  8  Wend.  267;  Cleveland 
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Glazener,  27  Ala.  391 ;  Gunn  v.  How- 
eU,  27  Ala.  668;  Shivers  v.  Wilson,  5 
H.  &  J..  180;  Thacher  v.  Powell,  6 
Wheat.  119;  Real  v.  Smith,  14  Tex. 
805 ;  Bhufeldt  v.  Ruckley,  45  111.  228; 
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V.  Cotton,  2  Blackf.  85;  Martin  v. 
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Bledsoe,  21  Tex.  456;  Walker  v. 
Mosely,  5  Denio,  102;  Denning  v. 
Corwin,  11  Wend.  647;  Borden  v. 
Fitch,  15  Johns.  121. 

«Gunn  V.  Howell.  85  Ala.  144; 
Wyatt  V.  Rambo,  29  Ala,  510;  Gray 
V.  McNeal,  12  Ga.  424. 
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has  not  the  power.  This  is,  indeed,  no  more,  in  principle,  than 
the  distinction  between  all  general  and  particalar  agents.  The 
constitation  affords  an  example  of  each.  The  general  powers  of 
the  State  legislature  afford  a  striking  illustration.  Its  legislative 
acts  are  ipso  facto  binding,  unless  we  can  find  in  the  constitation 
a  direct  negative  and  unavoidable  estoppel.  And  why  is  this  the 
case  ?  Because  it  has  the  legislative  power,  with  only  a  few  par- 
ticular restrictions.  A.t  the  same  time  another  great  department  of 
the  government,  the  executive,  created,  too,  by  the  constitution, 
is  no  more  than  a  particular  agent,  under  a  delegation  of  limited 
powers,  to  which  the  governor  must  always  look  before  he  acts, 
not  to  see  if  the  executive  power  has  been  taken  away,  but  if  any 
power  has  been  given  him  in  this  particular  case  to  enable  him  to 
act  at  all.  And  why  these  distinctions  between  these  great 
departments?  Because  the  framers  of  the  constitution  saw  fit  to 
delegate  to  the  executive  particular  powers  only,  and  not  general 
powers  with  restrictions.  It  is  the  same  with  all  courts  of  lim- 
ited and  particular  jurisdiction.  They  are  strictly  confined  to 
the  powers  given  ;  but  we  are  not,  therefore,  to  seek  to  ciirtail 
their  powers.  Such  courts  must  not  assume  constructive  pow- 
ers (that  is),  powers  not  literally  given,  or  not  necessarily  conse- 
quent upon  those  so  given." 

§  355.  In  a  question  as  to  the  validity  of  a  decree  of  a  county, 
probate,  surrogate,  orphan's  court,  or  by  whatever  name  known, 
authorizing  the  sale  of  the  land  of  a  deceased  debtor  by  his 
administrator,  the  law  is,  ^^  that  where  a  decree  is  an  adjudication 
upon  all  the  facts  necessary  to  give  jurisdiction,  whether  they 
existed  or  not,  is  immaterial  if  no  appeal  ie  taken  ;  the  rule  is 
the  same  whether  the  law  gives  an  appeal  or  not ;  if  none  is 
given  from  the  final  decree,  it  is  conclusive  on  all  whom  it  con- 
cerns. The  record  is  absolute  verity,  to  contradict  which  there 
can  be  no  averment  or  evidence  ;  the  court  having  the  power  to 
make  the  decree,  it  can  be  impeached  only  by  fraud  in  the  party 
who  obtains  it.'     A  purchaser  under  it  is  not  bound  to  look 

1  Grignon  v.  Astor,  3  How.  819;  ton,  Cro.  Jac.  244;  Eemp^  y.  Ken- 
Rex  V.  Carlisle,  2  B.  &  A.  867;  Mol-  nedy.  5  Cranch.  178;  U.  S.  v.  Arre- 
lins  V.  Werly,  1  Lev.  76;  Bole  v.  dondo,  6Pet.728;  Thompson  v.  Tol- 
Green,  1  Lev.  809;  Barosse  v.  Carring-  mie,  2  Pet.  167;  U.   S.  v.  Nourse,  9 
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beyond  the  decree  ;  if  there  is  error  in  it  of  the  most  palpable 
kind ;  if  tlie  court  which  rendered  it  has,  in  the-exercise  of  juris- 
diction, disregarded,  miseonstrnedy*  or  disobeyed  the  plain  pro 
visions  of  the  law  which  gave  them  the  power  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine the  case  before  them,  the  title  of  the  purchaser  is  as  much 
protected  as  if  the  adjudication  would  stand  the  test  of  a  writ  of 
«rror ;  so  where  an  appeal  is  given  but  not  taken  in  the  time 
prescribed  by  law.  These  principles  are  well  settled  as  to  all 
courts  of  record  which  have  an  original  general  jurisdiction  over 
any  particular  subjects ;  they  are  not  courts  of  special  or  limited 
jurisdiction ;  they  are  not  inferior  courts  in  the  technical  sense 
^f  the  term,  because  an  appeal  lies  from  their  decisions.  That 
applies  to  courts  of  special  and  limited  jurisdiction,  which  are 
created  on  such  principles  that  their  judgments  taken  alone  are 
entirely  disregarded,  and  the  proceedings  must  show  their  juris- 
diction. They  have  power  to  render  final  judgments  and  decrees 
which  bind  the  person^  and  things  before  them  conclusively,  in 
-criminal  as  well  as  in  civil  causes,  unless  reviewed  on  error  or  on 
■appeal. 

§  356.  The  true  line  between  courts  whose  decisions  are  con- 
•clnsive,  if  not  removed  to  an  appellate  court,  and  those  whose 
proceedings  are  nullities  if  their  jurisdiction  does  not  appear 
upon  their  face,  is  this :  a  court  which  is  competent  by  its  con- 
■stitntion  to  decide  upon  its  own  jurisdiction,  and  to  exercise  it  to 
a  final  judgment,  without  setting  forth  in  their  proceedings  the 


Pet.  27;  Voorhees  v.  Bank,  10  Pet. 
472;  Gomstock  v.  Crawford,  8  Wall. 
408;  Jackson  v.  Robinson,  4  Wend. 
440;  Sitzman  v.  Pacquette,  18  Wis. 
2dl;  Baily  v.  Bcott,  18  Wis.  620; 
Arnold  ▼.  Booth.  14  Wis.  180;  AUie 
V.  Behmitz,  17  Wis.  172;  Reynolds  v. 
Bchmidl,  20  Wis.  874;  Board  v.  R.  R 
Co.,  24  Wis.  i:Jl;  Howe  v.  McGivem, 
-26  Wis.  525;  Blodgett  v.  Hitt,  29  Wis. 
170;  Farrington  v.  Wilson,  29  Wis. 
884;  State  ▼.  Cary,  88  Wis.  108; 
Hauser  v.  Stat«,  83  Wis.  678;  Mc- 
Pherson  v.  CuniiSf,  11  Serg.  «&  R. 
426;  Kellogg  v.  Johnson,  88  Conn. 
269;  Goald  ▼.  Stanton,  17  Conn.  888; 


Watson  V.  Hutto,  27  Ala.  613; 
Springer's  Appeal,  29  Pa.  St.  208; 
Walker  v.  Bradbury,15  Me.  207;  Bent 
V.  Weeks,  44  Me.  46;  Danforth  v. 
Smith,  28  Vt  247;  Sheldon  v.  Bush, 
1  Conn.  170;  Gates  v.  Treat,  17 
Conn.  892;  Randolph  v.  Doss,  4  Miss. 
205;  Wheelock  v.  Hastings,  4  Met 
604;  Peters  v.  Peters,  8  Cush.  529; 
Loring  v.  Steineman,  1  Met.  204; 
Abbott  V.  Bradstreet,  8  Allen,  687; 
Waters  v.  Stickney,  13  Allen,  1;  Em- 
ery V.  Hildreth,  2  Gray,  228;  Whit- 
head  V.  Mallory,  4  Gray,  180;  Crip- 
pen  v.  Dexter,  18  Gray,  380;  Luchter- 
hand  ▼.  Sears,  108  Mass.  552. 
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facts  and  evidence  on  which  it  is  rendered,  and  whose  record  i» 
absohite  verity,  not  to  be  impugned  bj  averment  or  proof  to  the 
contrary,  is  of  the  first  description ;  there  can  be  no  judicial 
inspection  behind  the  judgment,  save  by  appellate  power.  A 
court  which  is  so  constituted  that  its  judgment  can  be  looked  at 
through  the  facts  and  evidence  which  are  necessary  to  sustain  it ; 
whose  decision  is  not  evidence  of  itself  to  show  jurisdiction  and 
its  lawful  exercise,  is  of  the  latter  description.  Every  requisite 
for  cither  must  appear  on  the  face  of  their  proceedmgs,  or  they 
are  nullities."  "  The  only  question  would  seem  to  be  whether 
the  subject-matter  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court ;  if  it 
was,  if  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  extended  over  that  class  of 
cases,  it  was  the  province  of  the  court  to  determine  for  itself 
whether  the  particular  case  was  one  within  its  jurisdiction.  The 
Circuit  Court  is  a  couii;  of  general  jurisdiction,  taking  cognizance 
of  all  actions  at  law  between  individuals,  with  authority  to  pro- 
nounce judgments  and  issue  executions  for  their  enforcement.^ 
This  jurisdiction  need  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  proceedings^ 
as  in  the  case  of  courts  of  limited  and  restricted  jurisdiction ; 
where  its  jurisdiction  is  questioned,  it  must  decide  the  question 
itself ;  nor  is  it  bound  to  set  forth  on  the  record  the  facts  upon 
which  its  jurisdiction  depends/' 

§  357.  "  Whenever  the  subject  matter  of  the  controversy  is 
an  action  at  law  between  individuals,  the  jurisdiction  is  presumed 
from  the  fact  that  it  has  pronounced  judgment,  and  the  correct- 
ness of  that  judgment  cannot  be  inquired  into  only  by  some 
appellate  tribunal.  The  execution  which  would  issue  on  the 
judgment  in  the  case  under  consideration,  would  not  disclose  to 
the  officer  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  upon  which  the  judg- 
ment was  founded.  There  was  no  necessity  to  set  forth  in  the 
judgment  on  what  evidence  it  was  rendered  ;  and  being  a  judg- 
ment for  a  pecuniary  recovery,  which  the  court  had  general 
jurisdiction  to  render,  the  sheriff  would  have  been  bound  to 
execute  it,  and  the  execution  would  have  been  his  justification.'* 
Then,  citing  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Grignon  v.  Astor,  supra^ 
he  said,  "  Of  that  description  is  the  Circait  Court  of  Virginia,  and 
its  decision  in  controversies  at  law  is  evidence  of  itself  to  show 

>  Cox  V.  Thomas,  9  Gratt.  828. 
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jarisdiction  and  its  lawful  exercise.  The  subject  being  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  it  is  immaterial  by  what  form  it  is  exer- 
cised ;  they  do  not  affect  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  Thus  it 
is  said  in  the  case  of  the  Marshalsea,  if  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  hold  plea  in  an  appeal  of  death  and  the  defendant  is 
attainted  it  is  coram  nonjudice.  But  if  the  same  court  in  plea  of 
debt  awaj*d  a  {?<a5pww  against  a  duke,  which  by  law  does  not  lie 
against  him,  and  that  appear  in  the  writ  itself,  yet  as  the  conrt 
has  jurisdiction  of  the  cause  the  sheriff  arresting  by  force  of  this 
writ  is  excused.  So  also,  if  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  hold  plea 
in  debt  without  original  jurisdiction  it  is  not  void,  for  they  are 
jndges  of  those  pleas,  and  it  cannot  be  said  the  proceeding  is 
eoram  nonjvdioe.  So  here  the  judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  are 
jndges  of  pleas  against  sheriffs  whether  carried  on  by  action  at 
common  law  or  by  notice  under  the  statute,  though  in  a  given 
case  they  may  err  in  determining  on  their  jurisdiction."  In  the 
case  of  Prigg  v^  Adams,'  in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment  the 
officer  justified  under  a  oa.  sa,  on  a  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  upon  a  verdict  of  five  shillings  upon  a  cause  of 
action  arising  in  Bristol.  The  plaintiff  replied,  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment creating  a  court  in  Bristol,  and  declaring  that  if  any  person 
brought  any  such  action  in  any  court  at  Westminister,  and  it 
appeared  on  trial  to  be  under  forty  shillings,  no  judgment  should 
be  entered  upon  it,  and  if  entered  it  should  be  void,  yet  the  court 
held  it  only  voidable  and  sustained  the  plea.  The  principle  of 
that  case  is  decisive  of  this.  There  although  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment declared  the  judgment  void,  yet  as  a  court  having  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  subject  matter  had  rendered  it,  though  the  error 
appeared  on  its  face,  it  could  be  corrected  only  in  an  appellate 
tribunal.  The  case  of  Prigg  v.  Adams,  is  cited  and  relied  on  in 
Fifeher  v.  Tucker,*  and  the  same  principle  was  asserted  in  that 
case,  the  court  holding  that  as  the  general  court  had  jurisdiction 
to  grant  letters  of  administration,  although  the  state  of  facts  was 
not  such  as  to  give  the  court  jurisdiction  to  grant  administration 
in  that  particular  case,  yet  the  grant  was  not  void  but  only  a 
voidable  act.  The  justice  of  this  doctrine  and  its  advantages  in 
giving  certainty  and  conclusiveness  to  judicial  determinations  of 

»  9  Salk.  R  674.  •  9  Leigh,  119. 
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tribaDals  must,  from  tho  roasoning  in  the  two  decieions  herein 
quoted,  be  clearly  appai*ent.  There  is  nothing  absurd  or  incon- 
sistent in  holding  that  tribunals  of  limited  jnrisdiction  shall 
determine  whether  matters  brought  before  it  are  within  the  exer- 
cise of  its  powers.'^ 

§  358.  There  are  but  few  older  principles  of  law  that  are  well 
settled  and  established  or  that  are  suppoited  by  a  greater  weight 
of  authority  and  reason  than  that  which  holds  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  superior  courts  must  be  presumed  to  be  correct  unless 
manifestly  erroneous,  and  cannot  be  controverted  or  convicted  of 
error  by  extrinsic  evidence,  so  that  even  when  a  judgment  is 
obtained  by  fraud  the  only  remedy  open  to  the  injured  party  is 
by  bill  in  equity  or  an  application  to  the  court  by  which  it  was 
rendered.*  A  stranger  whose  interests  are  prejudiced  may  however 
prove  that  the  judgment  was  the  result  of  fraud  and  collusion 
between  the  parties.*     Where  a  judgment  in  a  personal  action 


»Atkinaon  v.  Allen,  12  Vt.  617; 
Ordinary  v.  Wallace,  2  Rich.  460; 
De  Armond  v.  Adams,  25  Ind.  455; 
Hacket  ▼.  Manlove,  14  Cal.  85;  Hall 
v.  Hamlin,  2  Watts,  864;  Crosby  v. 
Long,  12  East,  409;  Lloyd  v.  Maddox, 
Moo.  917;  Ins.  Co.  v.  Wilson,  34  N. 
Y.  281;  Yaple  v.  Titus,  41  Pa.  St.  195; 
Campbell  v.  Strong,  1  Hemp.  265; 
Ramsley  v.  Stott,26  Pa.  St.  126;  Hollis- 
ter  V.  Abbott,  81 N.  H.  44J^;  Sidenspark- 
er  V.  Sidensparker,  52  Me.  481 ;  WaU 
V.  Wall,  28  Miss.  409;  Hartman  v.  Og- 
born.  64  Pa  St.  120;  Vosev.  Morton,4 
Cush.  27;  Fisk  v.  Miller,  20  Tex.  679; 
Kelly  ▼.  Mizo,  8  Snecd,  59;  Leonard 
V.  Biyant,  11  Met.  870;  Qriswold  v. 
Stewart,  4  Cow.  458. 

« Parkhurst  v.  Sumner,  28  Vt. 
538;  Downs  v.  Fuller,  2  Met.  135; 
R.  R.  V.  Sparhawk,  1  Allen,  448; 
Mason  v.  Messenger,  17  Iowa,  261; 
People  V.  Downing,  4  Sand.  189; 
Smith  y.  Smith,  22  Iowa,  516;  Boyd 
T.  Caldwell,  4  Rich.  117;  Field 
V.  Sanderson,  34  Mo.  542;  Bank  y. 


Steyens,  1  Ohio  8.  288;  Moody  y. 
Harper,  88  Miss.  699;  Blanch  ard  y. 
Brown,  8  Wall.  245;  Moore  y.  Parker, 
25  Iowa,  -855;  Ross  y.  Wood,  15  N. 
Y.  Supreme  Court,  185;  Carpenter  y. 
Oakland,  80  Cal.  489;  Clark  y.  Mc* 
Comman,  7  W.  &S.  469;  Brown  v. 
Trulock,  4  Blackf.  429;  Smith  v. 
Pomeroy,  2  Dill.  414;  Arnold  y.  Nye, 
23  Mich.  286;  Kelsey  y.  WUey.  10  Ga. 
871;  Skilman  y.  Greenwood,  15  Minn. 
102;  Bush  y.  Lindsey,  24  Ga.  245; 
Hiihn  y.  Kelly,  84  Cal.  891;  Calkins 
y.  Parker,  21  Barb.  275;  Prince  v. 
Griffin,  16  Iowa,  552;  Grignon  y.  Ab- 
tor,  2  How.  819;  Cox  y.  Thomas,  9 
Gratt.  828;  Wells  y.  Waterhouse,  23 
Me.  181;  Ely  y.  Fallman,  14  Wis.  28; 
Potter  y.  Bank,  28  N.  Y.  656;  Dean 
y.  Thatcher,  82  N.  J.  L.  470;  PUls- 
bury  y.  Dugan,  9  Ohio,  117;  Field  y. 
Flanders,  40  III.  470;  Withera  y.  Pat- 
terson, 27  Tex.  491;  Holmes  v.  Camp- 
bell, 12  Mimi.  221 ;  Spaulding  y.  Bald- 
win, 81  Ind.  ?76;  Evans  y.  Ashby,  22 
Ind.  15;  Butcher  y.  Bank,  2  Kan.  70; 
Reynold^  y  Stansberry,  20  Ohio,  844. 
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whether  rendered  on  default  or  after  contestation,  is  not  liable  to 
either  of  these  objections,  it  is  conclnslve  u8  to  the  relation  of 
debtor  and  creditor  between  the  parties  and  the  amount  of' the 
indebtedness ;  and  it  cannot  be  collaterally  impeached  by  third 
parties  in  a  subseqaent  suit,  when  such  relation  and  indebtedness 
are  called  in  question.  But  the  fraud  must  be  clearly  established.^ 
This  principle  is  applicable  in  every  instance  within  the  authority 
of  a  court  which  decides  without  regard  to  the  nature  or  mode  of 
decision,'  whether  the  suit  be  in  rem  or  in  jpergonatjiy  or  be  like 
a  foreign  attachment  or  mixed  proceeding,  although  when  the 
service  is  solely  upon  lands  or  chattels  the  estoppel  is  ordinarily 
limited  to  the  attached  property,  and  does  not  bind  the  defend- 
ant personally,  unless  personally  served  with  process.' 

§  359.  In  regard  to  the  regularity  of  judicial  proceedings  the 
general  rule  is  that  in  courts  of  general  jurisdiction  every  intend- 
ment will  be  made  to  uphold  them.  Jurisdiction  will  therefore 
be  presumed.  '^The  presumption  indulged  in  support  of  the 
judgments  of  superior  courts  of  general  jurisdiction  are  also 
limited  to  jurisdiction  over  persons  within  their  territorial  limits, 
persons  who  can  be  reached  by  their  process.  The  settled  rule  of 
law  is,  that  jurisdiction  having  attached  in  the  original  case, 
every  thing  done  within  the  power  of  that  jurisdiction,  when 
collaterally  questioned,  is  to  be  held  conclusive  of  the  rights  of 
the  parties,  unless  impeached  for  fraud.*    The  maxim  ^'  Omnia 

>  Hulverson    v.     Hutchinson,    89  Outlaw  v.  Davis,  27  HI.  467;  Thorp 

Iowa,  316.  V.   Commonwealth,  8  Met  Ey.  411; 

•  EnnisT.  8mith,  14  How.  400;  Fer-  Harris  ▼.  McOlanahan,  11  Lea,  181; 

mor*s  Case,  8  Coke,  777.  Commonwealth  v.  Balkom,  8  Pick. 

•Voorhees  v.  Bank.   10  Pet.  449;  281;  Davis  v.  State,  17  Ala.  864;  State 

McCarthy  v.  Marsh,  5  N.  Y.  268.  v.   Parish,  28    Miss.   488;    Blake  v. 

«Kempe   v.  Kennedy,    6   Cranch,  Manfg  Co.,  77  N.  T.  626;  Wade  v. 

178;  Thompson  v.  Tolmie,  2  Pet.  157;  Hancock,    76  Va.    620;    Maikel    v. 

Voorhees  v.  Bank,  10  Pet.  449;  (Jrig-  Evans,  47  Ind.  826;  Butcher  v.  Bank^ 

now  V.  Aslor,  2  How.  819;  Florentine  2  Eas.   80;  State  v.  Lewis,  22  I^.  J. 

T.  Barton,   2  Wall.  210;  McGoon  v.  L.  264;     R.  R.  Co.  v.   Ramsey,  22 

Scales,  9  Wall.  28;  Qlover  v.  Holman,  Wall.  822;  Brien  v.  Hart,  6  Humph. 

8  Heisk.  519;  West  v.  Williamson,  131;  Gnlpin  v.  Page,  18  Wall.  864; 
1  Swan,  277;  Cooper  v.  Reynolds,  10  .  Redmond  v.  Anderson,  18  Ark.  449; 

WalL  808;    Cornett  v.  Williams,  20  Hopper  v.  Fisher,  2  Head,  258;  Har- 

Wall.  226;   White  v.  Crow,  101  U.  S.  vey  v.  Tyler,  2  Wall.  882;    Wimberly 

188;  Menitt  v.  Baldwin,  6  Wis.  489;  t.   Hurst,  88  111.   166;  Cloud  ▼.  Kl 
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praesumuntur  rite  et  solemniter  esse  ada  "  stands  for  evidence  ot 
the  fact,  in  the  absence  of  other  evidence,  or  unless  the  contrary 
be  shown  (sicMt  praesumptio  donee  probUur  in  contrariam)  for 
the  presumptions  are  in  favor  of  the  regularity  of  all  judicial 
proceedings.  A  forcible  illustration  of  this  rule  is  seen  in  those 
cases  where  judgments  of  inferior  tribunals  are  sought  to  be  set 
aside  on  review  or  appeal.^ 


Dorado,  12  Cal.  128;  Watkins, 
in  re,  3  Pet.  198;  Breston  v.  Clark,  9 
Ga.  246;  Blakely  v.  Calder,  1  Ind. 
621;  Chase  v.  ChristiansoD,  41  Cal. 
2,53;  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Sparhawk,  1  Allen, 
448;  Collarteau  v.  Ingout,  14  La.  628; 
Balgian  v.  Cooke,  19  Md.  875;  Sav- 
age V.  Hussey,  8  Jones  L.  155;  Hath- 
away V.  Henuingway,  20  Conn.  190; 
Feaster  v.  Fleming,  56  111.  457;  Flem- 
ing v.  Johnson,  26  Ala.  422;  Hunt  v. 
Hunt,  72  N.  Y;  217. 

*  Stiles  V.  Batkin,  80  Iowa,  60; 
Henry  v.  Beers.  48  Mo.  866;  Ray  v. 
Rowley,  1  Hun,  614;  Sheldon  v. 
Wright,  7  Barb.  89;  Slicer  v.  Bank, 

16  How.  571;  State  v.  Hinchman,  27 
Pa.  St.  479;  Morris  v.  Gentry,  89  N. 
C  248;  Commonwealth  v.  Brown,  123 
Mass.  410;  Hudson  v.  Mcsslck.  1 
Houst.  275;  Slade  v.  Minor,  2  Cranch 
C.  C.  189;  Smith  v.  Williamson,  11 
li.  J.  L.  818;  Van  Deveere  v.  Gas- 
ton, 25  N.  J.  L.  615;  Grinstead  v. 
Foute,  26  Miss.  476;  Reynolds  v.  Nel- 
son, 41  Miss.  83;  Brown  v.  Connolly, 
21  Ark.  140;  Gray  v.  Cruise,  86  Ala. 
559;  Sumner  y.  Cook,  12  Kas.  162; 
Addington  v.  Allen,  11  Weijd.  874; 
Foot  V.  Stevens,  17  Wend.  486;  Austin 
V.  Austin,  50  Me.  74;  Brown  v.  Wood, 

17  Mass.  68;  Apthrop  v.  North,  14 
Mass.  167;  Commonwealth  v.  Bal- 
colm,  8  Pick.  281;  Letcher  v.  Ken- 
nedy, 8  J.  J.  Marsh.  701 ;  Vincent  v. 
Eaves,  1  Met.  247;  McNorton  v.  Akers, 
24  Iowa,  869;  State  v.  Williamson,  57 
Mo.  192;  Wickham  v.  Page,  49  Mo. 
^27;  Morgan  v.   State,  12  Ind.  449; 


Kelly  V.  Garner,  13  Ind.  400;  Owens 
V.  State.  25  Ind.  871;  Brackenridge 
V.  Dawson,  7  Ind.  883;  Doty  v.  State, 
7  Blackf.  529;  Brown  v.  Gill.  49  Ga. 
549 ;  Morris  v.  Ogle,  59  Ga.  592; 
Sidwell  v.  Worthington,  8  Dana, 
74  ;  Rosenthal  v.  Remick,  44  III. 
202  ;  Moore  v.  Neil,  89  111.  256  ■ 
Tibbs  V.  Allen.  27  111.  119;  Callison 
V.  Autry,  4  Tex.  871;  Frosh  v. 
Holmes.  8  Tex.  29;  Sandford  v. 
Sandford,  28  Conn.  6;  Beale  v.  Com- 
monwealth. 25  Pa.  St.  11;  Williamson 
V.  Fox,  88  Pa.  St.  214;  Garrett  v. 
Dillsberry,  78  Pa.  St.  467;  Cochran  v. 
Arnold,  58  Pa.  St.  899;  Cromelien  v. 
Brink.  29  Pa.  St.  522;  Bunker  v. 
Rand,  19  Wis.  254;  Drake  v,  Dube- 
rick,  45  Cal.  455;  Rice  v.  Cunning- 
ham, 29  Cal.  492;  People  v.  Garcia, 
25  Cal.  681;  Steams  v.  Stearns,  32  Vt. 
678;  Voorhees  v.  Bank.  10  Pet.  449; 
Erwin  v,  Lowry,  7  How.  181 ;  Reedy 
V.  Scott,  28  Wall.  352;  Florentine  v. 
Barton,  2  Wall.  210;  Cofield  v.  Me- 
Clelland,  16  Wall.  831;  Legee  v. 
Thomas,  8  Blatchf.  Ill;  Sprague  v. 
Litherberry,  4  McLean.  442;  Minor  v. 
Bank,  1  Pet.  41 ;  Dobson  v.  Cambell, 
1  Sumn.  319;  Gossett  y.  Howard,  10 
Q.  B.  441;  R.  v.  Lyme  Regis,  1 
Dougl.  159;  R.  v.  Buckley,  7  East,  45; 
R.  V.  Bowen,  18  Q.  B.  790-,  R.  v. 
Waters,  1  Den.  C.  C.  856;  R.  v.  Gar- 
lisle,  2  B.  4fe  A.  367;  R.  v.  Whitney,  5 
A.  &  E.  191 ;  R.  V.  Whiston,  4  A.  & 
E.  607;  Caunce  v.  Rigby,  8  M.  &  W. 
68;  Parsons  v.  Lloyd,  3  Wils.  841; 
Lee  V.  Johnston  L.  R.   1  H.  L.  426; 
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§  360.  Whenever  a  judgment  is  rendered  without  authority 
or  jurisdiction,  or  what  is  virtually  the  same  thing,  which  is  in 
excess  of  and  lies  beyond  the  general  jurisdiction  which  renders 
it,  it  is  cora/m,  nonjvdice  and  necessarily  void,  and  may  be  shown 
to  be  so  in  the  course  of  any  subsequent  or  collateral  proceeding, 
want  of  jurisdiction  renders  the  judgment  of  a  court  a  nullity 
and  unavailable  for  any  purpose.'  This  applies  to  all  tribunals, 
but  if  the  facts  conferring  jurisdiction  have  been  litigated  and 
passed  upon  by  the  court,  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  will 
not  be  inquired  into  collaterally.*  If  the  party  defendant  is  not 
brought  into  court,  nor  in  any  manner  served  with  process,  there 
-can  be  no  valid  judgment  against  him,  and  no  record  unless  he 
appeared  by  attorney  in  the  cause. 

§  361.  The  proceedings  of  all  courtQ  may  be  assailed  in 
various  ways  for  want  of  jurisdiction.  When  the  question  is 
raised  in  one  form  they  may  be  held  valid,  whereas  in  another 
they  may  be  held  void  or  voidable,*  valid  to  protect  a  person 
acting  under  them  while  unreversed  to  secure  him  a  right  or  fix 
his  title.  They  may  serve  him  as  a  defense  to  an  action,  while 
they  would  be  inefficient  by  way  of  securing  a  claim  under  them. 
They  may  protect  some  persqns  acting  under  them  and  be  void 
as  to  others.  They  are  most  generally  assailable  under  a  writ  of 
error  or  appeal.     All  jurisdictions  are  limited  to  persons,  place 
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and  things.     The  coart  mast  have  jarisdiction  of  the  process, 
and  this  is  pecniiarlj  applicable  to  all  inferior  jorisdictions. 

§  362.  While  superior  coarts  are  not  limited  in  their  powers 
nor  prevented  from  rendering  final  imd  conclusive  jadgments  in 
regard  to  the  determination  of  controversies  within  reach  of  their 
powers,  and  unless  essentially  and  manifestly  beyond  them. 
Where  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction  has  proceeded  to  adjudi- 
cate in  a  cause,  it  will  be  presumed  that  the  court  had  evidence 
that  there  was  such  service  or  appearance  as  conferred  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  person.  The  question  is  primary,  and  must  be  first 
determined,  but  the  presumption  may  be  rebutted.  If  the  same 
record  shows  insufficient  service,  and  it  fails  to  show  the  court 
otherwise  acquired  jurisdiction,  then  the  presumption  is  rebutted, 
and  it  will  be  held  the  court  acted  on  insufficient  service.  When 
the  return  appears  in  the  record,  and  there  is  no  finding  of  the 
court  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  court  otherwise 
acquii*ed  jurisdiction,  it  will  be  held  the  court  acted  on  the 
service  appearing  in  the  record.  The  rule  is  essentially  different 
in  regard  to  courts  of  limited  and  inferior  jurisdictions.  Their 
judgments  and  decrees  are  final  only  to  matters  within  their 
jurisdiction,  and  are  final  on  the  question  of  jurisdiction  only  so 
far  as  the  question  of  jurisdiction  is  involved  in  the  merits  of 
the  matter  in  litigation  and  determined,  and  a  recital  in  the 
record  and  proceedings  of  such  a  tribunal,  if  the  necessar jr  facta 
to  give  them  jurisdiction  \^  prima  fade  evidence,  but  extrinsic 
and  parol  evidence  may  be  used  to  rebut  that  presumption.' 
Thus  whore  an  attachment  was  levied  upon,  certain  goods  and 
judgment  rendered,  Justice  Miller,  in  5  Wallace  decided,  that  a 
party  could  at  any  time  show  that  the  goods  were  not  liable  to 
attachment  and  were  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  not- 
withstanding the  record  stated  that  they  were ;  but  this  rule  is 
applieablc  only  to  those  facts  and  averments  on  which  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court  depends ;  as  to  all  else,  if  jurisdiction  48^ 
shown,  the  records  import  absolute  verity  and  cannot  be  contra- 
dicted. Thus  a  recital  that  a  trial  by  jury  was  waived,*  or  a 
motion  for  a  new  trial  was  not  made  in  due  time,  is  conclusive 
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on  appeal.\  When  the  powers  of  an  inferior  conrt  are  limited  to 
causes  of  action  arising  within  a  particular  locality,  or  relating  to 
property  of  a  specific  natnro,  the  judgments  and  adjudications  of 
such  tribunals  may  be  set  aside  subsequently,  by  proof  that  they 
have  exceeded  their  limits,  no  matter  how  conclusive  their  deter- 
minations may  be  in  other  matters,*  and  the  same  rule  applies  to 
courts  whose  jurisdiction  is  confined  to  one  class  of  persons  when 
they  attempt  to  exercise  it  over  another.  The  doctrine  may  be 
thus  stated  :*  1st.  That  where  a  judicial  tribunal  has  general  juris- 
diction of  the  subject  matter  in  controversy  or  investigation,  and 
the  special  facts  which  give  it  the  right  to  act  in  a  particular  case 
are  averred  and  not  controverted,  upon  notice  to  all  proper  par- 
ties, jurisdiction  is  acquired,  and  cannot  be  assailed  in  any  collat- 
eral proceedings.*  2d.  Where  the  judicial  tribunal  has  not  gen- 
eral jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter  under  any  circumstances, 
no  averment  can  supply  the  defect,  no  amount  of  proof  can  altei 
the  case,  no  consent  can  confer  jurisdiction.  But  where  the 
judicial  tribunal  has  not  general  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  mat- 
ter, but  may  exercise  it  under  a  particular  state  of  facts,  these 
facts  must  be  specially  averred  and  established,  and,  when  so 
established   on  a  hearing  of  all  proper  parties,  cannot  be  im- 
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peached  in  any  collateral  proceedings.*  When  a  superior  or 
inferior  court  has  jurisdiction  over  the  cause,  its  judgment  cannot 
be  set  aside  by  proof  that  the  proper  steps  were  not  taken  to 
render  it  binding  upon  the  parties,  by  the  service  of  process  or 
publication,  if  it  appear  that  the  question,  whether  the  writ  was 
duly  served  or  published,  was  considered  and  decided  when  the 
judgment  was  rendered,  although  on  insufficient  evidence,  and 
without  actual  notice  to  the  party  whose  rights  were  affected  by 
the  decision. 

§  363.  If  the  record  of  a  domestic  court  of  general  jurisdic- 
tion declare  notice  to  have  been  given,  such  declaration  cannot 
be  contradicted  by  plea  or  proof,  because,  for  reasons  of  public 
policy,  the  records  of  such  courts  are  presumed  to  speak  the 
truth.'  The  recital  of  jurisdiction  in  the  record  cannot  be  con* 
troverted.  If  this  could  be  contradicted,  there  is  no  matter  in 
the  record  that  could  not  be  contradicted  in  a  collateral  action. 
The  rule  is,  that  a  domestic  judgment  of  a  court  of  general  jur- 
isdiction upon  a  subject  matter  within  the  ordinary  scope  of  its 
powers  and  proceedings  is  entitled  to  such  absolute  verity,  that 
in  a  collateral  action,  even  where  the  record  is  silent  as  to  notice, 
the  presumption,  when  not  contradicted  by  the  record  itself,  that 
the  court  had  jurisdiction  of  the  pereon  also,  is  so  conclusive 
that  evidence  Munde  will  not  be  admitted  to  contradict  it.* 
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This  18  a  different  question  from  tbat  In  which  the  defect  of  jur- 
isdiction over  the  person  is  sought  to  be  shown  on  error  or  appeal.' 

§  364.  Whenever  the  question  of  jurisdiction  is  one  of  fact^ 
and  is  decided  by  the  court  whose  proceedings  are  in  question, 
the  decision  will  be  final,  whether  the  question  arise  on  a  writ  of 
error  or  in  a  collateral  action.*  "  The  sufiSciency  of  the  service 
being  a  matter  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  its  adjudica- 
tion upon  that  matter  cannot  be  questioned  in  a  collateral  proceed- 
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ing,  but  must  be  regarded  as  conclusive."  As  we  have  seen,  the 
effect  of  a  judgment  of  a  superior  court,  acting  within  the  scope 
of  its  powers,  it  must  be  understood  that  when  thej  exercise  a  spe* 
cial  or  statutory  authority,  their  proceedings  stand  on  the  same 
footing  with  those  of  courts  of  limited  and  inferior  jurisdiction, 
and  are  null  and  void  unless  they  strictly  pursue  the  authority 
on  which  they  are  founded.  ''  In  exercising  powers  which  do 
not  belong  to  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction,  the  extent  of  the 
authority,  the  conditions  of  its  exercise,  depends  on  the  nature 
of  it,  the  terms  in  which  it  is  conferred,  and  not  on  the  rank  and 
position  of  the  persons  by  whom  it  is  to  be  exercised.  A  limited 
power  will  be  not  less  strictly  construed  because  those  on  whom 
it  is  bestowed  are  intrusted  with  other  and  more  general  powers.'" 
When  the  proceedings  are  taken  by  an  inferior  court,  or  a  court 
of  general  jurisdiction  has  special  and  summary  powers,  wholly 
derived  from  statute,  and  not  according  to  the  course  of  the  com* 
mon  law,  and  which  do  not  belong  to  it  as  a  court  of  general  jur- 
isdiction, its  judgments  are  regarded  and  treated  like  those  of 
courts  of  limited  and  inferior  jurisdiction,  and  everything  neces- 
sary to  give  jurisdiction  must  appear  by  the  record ;  everything 
will  be  presumed  to  be  beyond  the  jurisdiction  which  the  record 
does  not  show  to  be  within  it.* 
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8. 636;  Doolittle  v.  Railroad  Co.,  14  III 
881;  People  v.  WilliamBon,  13  111.  660; 
Peak  V.  Boston,  8  Pick.  218;  Cooper 
V.  Sunderland,  8  Iowa,  114;  Gray  v. 
Bescille,  4  Wis.  69;  Muskett  v.  Drum- 
mond,   10  B.   &  C.   158;  Christie  v. 


Unwin,  11  A.  &  E.  873;  Brancker  v. 
Molyncux,  4  M.  &  G.  226;  Bosweirs- 
Lessees  v.  Otis,  9  How.  836;  Thatcher 
V.  Powell,  6  Wheat  119;  Mayhew  v. 
Davis,  4  McLean,  213;  Embury  v. 
Conner,  3  N.  Y.  511;  Striker  v.  Kelly, 
7  Hill,  11;  Fisk  v.  Anderson,  33  Barb. 
71;  Dyckman  v.  Mayor,  5  N.  Y.  404; 
Hanson  v.  Williams,  2  Wall.  813; 
Harris  v.  Colquilt,  44  Ga.  663. 

•Palaski  Co.  v.  Stuart,  28  Gnitt. 
872;  Carlton  v.  Ins.  Co.,  85  N.  fl.  162. 
Harris  v.  llardemai),  14  How.  334; 
Huntington  v.  Charlotte,  15  Vt.  46; 
Galpin  v.  Page,  18  Wall.  350;  Kempe 
V.  Kennedy,  5  Cranch,  178;  Jackson 
V.  Bridge  Co.,  84  Conn.  266;  Pelton  t. 
Palmer,  18  Ohio,  209;  Goulding  v. 
Clark,  84  N.  H.  148;  Reg.  v.  Totne«s. 
II Q.  B.  80;  Dempster  V.  Parnell,4  So3tt 
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§  865.  There  ie  this  distinction  between  a  lack  of  jarisdic- 
tion  and  an  irregularity  in  obtaining  jurisdiction,  or,  as  tersely 
stated,  between  a  case  where  there  is  no  service,  and  one  in 
which  the  service  is  defective  or  irregular.  "  In  the  first  case, 
the  court  acquires  no  jurisjjiction,  and  its  judgment  is  void ;  in 
the  other  case,  if  the  court  to  which  the  process  is  returnable 
adjudges  the  service  to  be  sufficient,  and  renders  judgment  there- 
on, such  judgment  is  not  void,  but  only  subject  to  be  set  aside 
by  the  court  which  gave  it,  upon  seasonable  and  proper  applica- 
tion, or  reversed  upon  appeal.'"  The  rule,  therefore,  deducible 
from  the  authorities  may  be  thus  stated :  when  jurisdiction  is 
acquired,  no  irregularity  in  the  mode  of  exercising  it  can  affect 
the  judgment  when  collaterally  attacked ;  while  the  errors  and 
irregularities  may  be  so  glaring  as  to  cause  an  appellate  tribunal 
to  reverse  or  set  aside  the  judgment,  every  tribunal,  except  one 
Iiaving  supervisory  powers  by  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  must  treat 
such  judgment  as  absolute  verity. 

§  366.  From  the  authorities  cited  in  the  preceding  sec- 
tions, it  may  be  said  that  it  is  a  well-settled  rule,  and  one 
which  courts  have  deviated  from  less  than  almost  any  other, 
"  That  a  judgment  of  a  court  having  jurisdiction  of  both 
the  subject-matter  and  the  parties,  however  erroneous  it 
may  be,  is  a  valid,  binding,  and  conclusive  judgment  as  to 
the  matter  in  controversy  upon  the  parties  thereto,  and  to 
those  claiming  under  them,  and  cannot  be  attacked  or  im- 
peached in  a  collateral  proceeding.'    This  rule,  with  the  excep- 


N.  R  80;  Moore  v.  Presby.SS  N.  H.  2&9; 
Swain  v.  Chase,  12  Cal.  288;  Boaworth 
;v.  Vandewalker,  58  N.  Y.  597;  Embury 
V.  Conner,  8  N.  Y.  511;  Kirk  v.  In- 
habitants, 7  B.  &  C.  785;  Graham  v. 
Whitely,  26  N.  J.  L.  262;  Tomfeit  v. 
Litbgow,  1  Bush,  176;  Jordan  v. 
Ooblin,  12  Cal.  100;  Itfckeltson 
v.  Richardson,  26  Cal.  140;  McMinn 
T.  Wheeland,  27  Cal.  800. 

"  Isaacs  V.  Price.  2  Dillon  C.  C. 
851;  Whitwell  v.  Barbier,  7  Cal.  54; 
Oorenle  v.  Sullivan,  7  Cal.  279;  Smith 
<r.    Bradleyt  14  Misa     485;    Mooney 


V.  Mass.  22  la.  880;  Peck  v.  Strauss 
33  Cal.  678;  Myers  v.  Overton,  2  Abb. 
P.  844;  Hunter  v.  Lester,  18  How.  P. 
837;  Haughey  v.  Wilson,  1  Hilton, 
259;  Kepp  v.  Fullerton,  4  Minn.  473; 
Cole  V.  Butler.  48  Maine,  401 ;  Hen- 
drick  V.  Whittemore,  105  Mas^.  28.; 
Wilson  V.  Call,  49  Iowa,  463. 

^  Gunn  V.  Plant,  94  U.  S.  664;  Hume 
y.  Association,  72  Ind.  499;  Sauer  v. 
Twining,  81  Ind.  366;  Evansville  v. 
Evansville,  15  Ind.  395;  Suelson  v. 
State,  16  Ind.  29;  Spaulding  v.  Bald- 
win, 31  Ind.  376;  Deguindre  v.  Will- 


422 


The  Law  of  Estoppel. 


tion  of  a  few  States  as  to  courts  held  by  jastiees  of  the  pcace^ 
applies  to  every  court  and  tribunal,  judicial  and  quasi-judicial. 
It  applies  to  all  inferior  courts  from  which  an  appeal  lies ;  it  applies 
to  tribunals  whose  proceedings  can  be  reviewed  only  on  writ  of 
error  or  certiorari,  and  in  all  cases  where  the  party  and  cause  or 
subject-matter  is  witiiin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  rendering 
its  judgment  thereon ;  such  judgment  can  not  be  assailed  in  any 
action,  and  is  conclusive  until  reversed  or  set  aside  by  a  court  or 
tribunal  having  authority  to  review  such  final  determination. 


iams,  81  Ind.  444;  Nej  v.  Swinney, 
86  Ind.  454;  Oavin  v.  Gray  don,  41  Ind. 
559;  Curry  v.  Miller.  42  Ind,  320; 
Board  v.  Markle,  46  Ind.  96;  Marklc 
V.  Board,  55  Ind.  185;  Farls  v.  Rey- 
nolds, 70  Ind.  359;  Board  v.  Hall,  70 
Ind.  469;  Powell  v.  Clelland,  82  Ind. 
24;  Muncey  v.  Joest,  74  Ind.  409; 
Chambers  v.  Kyle,  67  Ind.  206;  Har- 
ris v.  McClanahan,  11  Lea,  181; 
Huyghe  v.  Brinkman,  84  La.  Ann. 
831;  Ferguson  v.  Cumler,  25  Minn. 
183;  Commonwealth  v.  Steacy,  100 
Pa.  618;  McCreery  v.  Portion,  35 
Tex.  641;  McAnnear  v.  Epperson,  54 
Tex.  225;  Tennell  y.  Breedlove,  54 
Tex.  543;  Mitchell  v.  Menley,  82  Tex. 
464;  Murchison  v.  White,  54  Tex.  78; 
Louis  v.  Amc8,44Tex.  320;  Howard  v. 
McLaughlin,08  Pa.  St.  440;  Bradstreet 
v.  Butterfleld.  129  Mass.  339;  Wood- 
ward v.  Baker,  10  Oreg.  491;  Kern  v. 
Strasbergcr,71I11.303;  Willis  v.  Fergu- 
son,  46  Tex.  296;  Lancaster  v.  Wilson, 
27  Gratt.  624r  Crane  v.  Blum,  56  Tex. 
825;  Tucker  v.  Whitehead,58  Miss. 762; 
Somers  v.  Losey,  48  Mich.  294;  Brus- 
ter  V.  Compten.  68  Ala.  299;  Schmidt 
v.  Wright,  88  Ind.  56;  Aucker  v.  Mc- 
Coy, 56  Cal.  524;  Chaffee  v.  Hooper, 
54  Vt.  513;  GiUitt  v.  Truax,  27  Minn. 
528;  Culver's  Appeal,  48  Conn.  165; 
Caulfleld  v.  Sullivan,  85  N.  Y.  153; 
Cope  V.  Collins,  37  Ark.  649;  Jennings 
V.  Simpson,  12  Neb.  558;  Johns  v. 
Pattee,   55  Iowa,  665;   Ordinary    v. 


Poulson,  43  N.  J.  L.  83;  Traer  v. 
Whitman,  56  Iowa,  448;  Perry  v. 
Dickenson,  75  Va.  475;  Hutton  v. 
Laws,  55  Iowa,  170;  Hellebush  v. 
Richter,  87  Ohio  St.  222;  Neale  v.  Utz, 
75  Va.  480;  Mc Alpine  v.  Sweetzer,  76^ 
Ind.  78;  Marshall  v.  Stewart,  80  Ind. 
189;  Maynes  v.  Brockway,  55  Iowa, 
457;  Bank  v.  Hughes,  10  Mo.  App.  7; 
Gall  v.  Fryberger,  75  Ind.  98;  Stout 
V.  Woods,  79  Ind.  108;  Perry  v.  Mur- 
ray, 55  Iowa,  416;  Allman  v.  Taylor, 
101  111.  185;  Boston  v.  Bobbins,  126- 
Mass.  384;  Eure  v.  Paxon,  80  N.  C. 
17;  Compton  v.  Sanford,  80  La.  Ann* 
838;  Quin's  Succession,  30  La.  Ann. 
947;  Guilford  v.  Love,  49  Tex.  715; 
Bamum  v.  Kenney,  21  Kas.  181;  Pinch 
V.  Hohlinger,  47  Iowa,  178;  Drake  v. 
Henshaw,  47  Iowa,  291;  Myers  v.  Da- 
vis, 47  Iowa,  325;  Kauke  v.  Harrum, 
48  Iowa,  276;  Anderson  v.  Kimbrough, 
5  Cold.  260;  State  v.  McDonald,  24 
Minn.  48;  Scran  ton  v.  Ballard,  64  Ala, 
402;  Dock  Co.  v.  Kinzie.  93  111.  416; 
Million  V.  Commissioners,  89  Ind.  13; 
Morris  v.  Gentry,  89  N.  C.  248;  Thomp- 
son V.  Blanchard,  2  Lea,  528;  Garner 
V.  State,  28  Kas.  790;  Porter  v.  Stout. 
73  Ind.  8;  Wild  V.  Deig,  48  Ind.  455; 
S.  C,  18  American  R  399;  Simonton 
V.  Hayes,  88  Ind.  70;  Featherston  v. 
Small,  77  Ind.  148;  Coleman  v.  Plem- 
ing,  82  Ind.  172;  Pickett  v,  Boyd,  11 
Lea,  498;  Hume  v.  Concjjiit,  76  Ind. 
598;  McCormick  v.  Webster,  89  Ind* 
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Thus,  where  the  statute  of  a  State  provided  that  the  administra- 
tiou  of  the  estate  of  an  intestate  shall  be  granted  by  the  county 
eonrt  when  the  intestate  ^^  at  or  immediately  before  his  death, 
was  an  inhabitant  of  the  county,"  &c.,  the  decision  of  the  court 
on  the  question  of  inhabitancy,  properly  presented  for  its  adju- 
dication,.is  not  open  to  examination  in  any  other  court.'     So  the 


105;  Keith  v.  Keitb.  104  111.  897;  Ray- 
mond  V.  Morrison,  59  Iowa,  871;  Blair 
V.  Hanna,  87  Ind.  298;  Way  v.  Howo, 
108  Mass.  50;  Burpee  v.  Sparhawk,108 
Mass.  Ill ;  Black  v.  Blazo,  117  Mass.  17; 
Bank  ▼.  Oarpcnter,  120  Mass.  1 ;  Hersey 
▼.  Jones,  128  Mass.  478;  Lewis  v.  Leon- 
ard, 5  Ex.  D.  165;  Wadsworth  ▼. 
Pickles,  5  Q.  B.  D.  470;  Farwell  y. 
Raddin,  129  Mass.  7;  Powers  v.  Bank, 
129  Mass.  44;  McDonald  ▼.  Simcox,  98 
Pa.  St.  619;  Tarbox  v.  Hayes,  6  Watts. 
898;  Bauer's  App.,  5  W.  A.S.  493; 
Bloaue  v.  McEinstry,  18  Pa.  St  120; 
Billingsv.  Russell,  28Pa.  St.  189;  Clark 
V.  Thompson,  47  Dl.  25;  Conover  v. 
Mosgrave,  68  111.  60 ;  Wimberly  v. 
Hurst,  83  111.  172;  London  v.  R.  R., 
88  N.  C.  584;  Nav.  Co.  v.  Green,  8 
Dev.  434;  Granbury  v.  Moon,  1  Dev. 
456;  Barwick  v.  Wood,  3  Jones  N. 
C.  306;  Hampton  v.  Hardin,  88  N.  C. 
592;  Greenwood  v.  Murray,  26  Minn 
259;  Duson  v.  Dupre,  82  La.  Ann. 
896;  Davis  v.  Greve,  32  La.  Ann.  420; 
Pick  v.  Strong,  26  Minn.  303; 
Pinley  v.  Robertson,  17  8.  C.  435; 
Bankv.  Green,  4  Fed.  R609;  Blank- 
enbaker  v.  Bank,  85  Ind.  459;  Lowe 
V.  Gruce,  69  Ala.  80;  Dean  v.  Cotton 
Co.,  64.  Ga.  670;  Jones  v.  Levi,  72 
Ind.  586;  Probate  Court  v.  St.  Qair, 
62  Vt.  24;  Holt  v.  Thacher,  52  Vt. 
592;  Dickenson  v.  Trenton,  83  N.  J. 
E.  63;  Winsor  v.  Bank,  81  Pa.  St.  804; 
Wilson  V.  Gaston,  92  Pa,  St.  207;  Rol- 
lins V.  Henry,  84  N.  C.  569;  McCrosky 
V.  Parks,  13  S.C.90;  Scranton  v.  Bal- 
lard, 64  Ala.  492;  Rigby  v.  Lefevre, 
58  Miss.  6^;  Carter  v.  Rolland;  58 


Tex.  540;  Fulkerson  v.  Davenport,  70 
Mo.  541;  Denton  v.,  Roddy,  84  Ark. 
642;  Moers  v.  Jeffries,  53  Iowa,  302; 
Atcher  V.  GruU,  67  Ga.  195;  Hawks 
▼.  Hawks,  68  Ga.  832;  Langston  v. 
Marks,  68  Ga.  435;  Taut  v.  Wigfall, 
64  Ga.  412;  Groves  v.  Williams.  68 
Ga.  59;  May  bin  v.  Knighton,  67  Ga. 
103;  Baily  v.  Ross,  68  Ga.  785;  Hall 
v.  Anthony,  13  R.  L  221;  Pratt  v. 
Northam,  5  Mason,  95;  Mallett  v. 
Dexter,  1  Curtis,  178;  Rhoton's  Suc- 
cession, 84  La.  Ann.  893;  Sherman,  v. 
Chase,  9  R  L  166;  Rhoad's  Appeal,89 
Pa.  St.  186;  Sparhawk  v.  Buell,  9  Vt. 
41;  Hall  V.  Grovier,  25  Mich.  428; 
Clark  V.  Blackington,  110  Mass.  869; 
Pierce  v.  Irish,  31  Me.  254:  Exedine 
V.  Morris,  76  Mo.  416;  Berney  v. 
Drexel.  12P.R.303;  Seminary  v. Gage, 
12  y.  R.  398;  Kelly  v.  West,  80  N.  T. 
189;  Gerould  v.  Wilson,  81  N.  T. 
573;  Orr  v.  O'Brien.  55  Tex.  149;  Hub- 
bard V.  Hubbard,  7  Greg.  42;  Tibbotts 
V.  Tilton,  4N.  H.  421;  McLean  v. 
Weeks,  65  Me.  411;  Hunt  v.  Hunt,  72 
N.  T.  217;  Ins.  Co.  v.  Le  Blanc,  81 
La.  Ann.  100;  State  v.  McDonald,  24 
Minn.  48;  Lyons  v.  Coolidge,  89  111. 
529;  Holmes  v.  R.  R.  Co..  6  Sawyer, 
262;  Walker  v.  Chase,  53  Me.  258. 
I  Grignon  v.  Astor,  2  How.  888; 
Watkins,  in  re,  2  Pet.  204;  U.  S.  v. 
Arredondo,  6  Pet.  709;  Bogart,  in 
re,  2  Sawy.  401;  Florentine  v. 
Barton,  2  Wall.  216;  Comstock  v. 
Crawford,  3  Wall.  403;  CaujoUe  v. 
Ferrie,  13  Wall.  465;McNittv.  Turner, 
16  Wall.  363;  Mehr  v.  Mannierre,  101 
U.  S.  424;  Haggart  v.  Morgan,  5  N. 


424 


The  Law  of  Estoppel. 


legality  of  the  appointment  of  the  administrator,  curator,  guar- 
dian, tntor,  and  snch  other  representatives,  by  whatever  name 
known,  cannot  bo  inquired  into  collaterally.  So  the  probate  of  a 
will,  where  the  conrt  has  jurisdiction,  is  conclusive  unless  vacated 
by  an  appeal.  Whether  the  questions  arising  in  the  probate 
court  were  correctly  or  incorrectly  decided  as  to  the  competency 
of  evidence,  can  never  be-  made  a  matter  of  inquiry  in  another 
court,  to  affect  their  adjudication.*  It  is  final  and  conclusive 
upon  all  parties.*  So  the  decisions  of  the  judge  of  a  probate, 
surrogate,  county,  ordinary,  orphan's  or  other  court,  in  all  cases 
within  his  jurisdiction,  are  conclusive  against  all  the  world, 
unless  vacated  by  an  appeal.* 

§  367.  If  the  principle  once  prevails  that  any  proceeding  of 
a  court  of  competent,  jurisdiction  can  be  declared  to  be  a  nullity 
by  any  court,  after  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal  is  barred  by  limita- 
tion, then  every  county  court  and  justice  of  the  peace  in  the 
Union  may  exercise  the  same  right.     If,  after  its  rendition,  the 


Y.  429;  Erwin  ▼.  Lowrey,  7  How. 
172;  McCormick  v.  BulUvant.  10 
Wheat.  199;  Kennedy  v.  Bank,  8  How. 
(ill;  Skillern  v.  May,  6  Crunch,  267; 
Bridge  Co.  v.  Stewart,  3  How.  424; 
Smith  V.  Kernochen,  7  How.  216; 
Jones  V.  League,  18  How.  81;  DeSorby 
V.  Nicholson,  3  Wall.  423;  Evans  v. 
Gee,  11  Pet.  83;  Wickliffe  v.  0 wings, 
17  How.  48;  Lucas  v.  Todd,  28  Cal. 
:85;  Haynes  v.  Meeks,  20  .Cal.  818; 
Fi-hcr  V.  Bassett,  9  Leigh,  119; 
Andrews  v.  Avory,  4  Gratt.  229;  Ab- 
bott V.  Coburn,  28  Vt.  667;  Burdette 
V.  Silsbee,  15  Tex.  615;  Johnson  v. 
Beazli-y,  65  Mo.  264;  Bum.stead  v. 
Rvad,  31  Barb.  664;^olton  v.  Brewster, 
82  Barb.  393;  Holmes  v.  R.  R  Co..  6 
Sawyer,  2G2;  Taut  v.  Wigfall.  65  Ga. 
412;  Brockenborough  v.  Melton,  55 
Tex.  493;  Candy  v.  Hanmore,  76  Ind. 
125;  Slate  v.  Slaughter,  80  Ind.  597. 
*Patlon  V.  TaUman,  27  Me.  17; 
Loosemore  v.  Smith,  12  Neb.  343 ;  Orr 
V.  O'Brien,  55  Tex.  149;  Hubbard  v. 


Hubbard,  7  Oreg.  42;  Prater  v.  Whittle, 
16  8.  C.  41;  Exedine  v.  Morris,  76  Mo. 
416;  Berney  v.  Drexel.  12  P.  R.  898; 
Seminary  v.  Gage,12  P.  R  896;  Duson 
V.  Dupre,  82  La.  Ann.  896;  Pick  v. 
Strong,  26  Minn.  308;  Davis  ▼.  Greve, 
82  La.  Ann.  420. 

'  Dublin  V.  Chadboum,  16  Mass. 
483;  Norvell  v.  Lesseur,  88  Gratt.  223; 
Loosemore  v.  Smith,  12  Neb.  848; 
Hubbard  v.  Hubbard,  7  Oreg.  42; 
Prater  v.  Whittle,  16  S.  C.  41;  Orr  v. 
O'Brien,  55  Tex.  140. 

«  Tibbits  V.  Tilton,  4  N.  H.  421 ;  Mc- 
Lean V.  Weeks,  66  Me.  411;  Davis  v. 
Grcve.  82  La.  Ann.  420;  Lebrew's  Suc- 
ce8sion,dl  La.  Ann.  212;  Orrv. O'Brien. 
55  Tex.  149;  Hubbard' v.  Hubbard,  7 
Oreg.  42;  Finley  v.  Robinson,  17  S. 
C.  435;  Exedine  ▼.  Morris,  76  Mo. 
416;  Freeman  v.  Rahm,  58  Cal.  Ill; 
Lowe  V.  Grace,  69  Ala.  80;  Lesseps  v. 
Lapene,  34  La.  Ann.  112;  Bianken- 
baker  v.  Bank,  85  Ind.  459;  Bank  y. 
Green,  4  Fr.  609. 
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judgment  is  declared  void  for  any  matter  which  caa  be  assigned 
for  error  only  on  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  then  such  court  not 
only  usurps  the  jurisdiction  of  an  appellate  court,  but  collaterally 
nullifies  what  such  court  is  prohibited  by  express  statute  law 
from  ever  reversing.  The  errors  of  a  court  do  not  impair  the 
validity  of  their  judgment.  Binding  until  reversed,  any  objec- 
tion to  their  full  effect  must  go  to  the  authority  under  which 
they  have  been  conducted.* 

§  368.  The  rule,  that  an  erroneous  judgment  can  be  avoided 
only  by  writ  of  error,  has  been  so  far  relaxed  where  manifest 
injufttice  would  be  done  to  parties  who  have  no  right  to  reverse 
a  judgment  on  writ  of  error,  as  to  allow  such  parties  to  impeach 
s  judgment  by  plea  and  proof,  where  the  court  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion, or  it  had  been  obtained  by  fraud  or  collusion,  or  was  errone- 
onsly  an'd  unlawfully  entered  up ;  but  that, "  beyond  this,  the  rules 
and  principles  of  law  do  not  authorize  parties  to  proceed  in  the 
collateral  impeachment  of  judgments,  and  when  a  judgment  in 
a  personal  action  is  not  liable  to  either  of  these  objections, 
whether  rendered  on  default,  or  after  contestation,  it  is  conclusive 
its  to  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  between  the  parties,  and 
the  amount  of  indebtedness,  and  cannot  be  collaterally  im- 
peached by  third  parties  in  a  subsequent  suit,  where  such  relation 
and  indebtednes  are  called  in  question.'" 

It  is  a  familiar  doctrine  that  a  proceeding  to  enjoin  the 
enforcement  of  a  judgment  by  execution  constitutes  a  collateral 
attack  upon  the  judgment,  and  cannot  be  maintained  on  account 
•of  errors  or  irregularity  merely,  but  only  upon  a  showing  that 
the  judgment  is  void."  So,  a  stay  of  execution,  being  a  judgment 
by  confession,  the  judgment  is  equally  conclusive,  and  cannot  be 


»  Voorheps  v.  Bank,  10  Pet.  449; 
Lancaster  v.  Wilson,  27  Gralt.  624; 
Cooper  V.  Reynolds,  10  Wall.  808; 
Elliott  ▼.  Piersol,  1  Pet.  828;  Cox  v. 
Thomas.  9  Gratt.  823;  Harvey  v. 
Tyler,  2  Wall.  828;  Ballard  v.  Thomas, 
19  Gratt.  14;  Slater  y.  Maxwell,  6 
Wall.  268;  Cline  v.  Catron,  22  Gratt. 
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collaterally  impeached.^     This  applies  to  parties  totering  into 
recognizances. 

§  3j69.  Since  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  there  has  been  a 
sudden  break  in  the  long  line  of  decisions  which  have  so 
firmly  established  the  principle  that  a  judgment  of  a  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  court  of  record,  or  a  •  superior 
court,  cannot  be  collaterally  impeached.  The  leading  caso 
upon  this  subject  is  that  of  Galpin  v.  Page,  18  Wall.  350, 
followed  by  Pennoyer  v.  Neff,  96  U.  S.  714,  and  the  late 
case  of  Settlemier  v.  Sullivan,  97  U.  S.  444.  Some  of  the 
State  courts  have  followed  the  two  former  cases,  upon  grounds 
stated  in  another  portion  of  this  work.  There  are  two  classes 
of  cases  where  this  new  principle  is  deemed  applicable,  one 
where  the  service  is  constructive  (by  publication),  where  the 
record  itself  establishes  the  fact  that  the  defendant  id  beyond 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  jurisdiction,*  and  another  class  of 
cases,  where  the  judgment  is  rendered  by  confession  or  default, 
that  is,  without  appearance  or  defense.  The  reason  for  this  new 
rule  is  the  violation  of  that  fundamental  principle  that  no  person 
shall  be  deprived  of  his  property  without  due  process  of  law. 
In  that  class  of  cases  embraced  in  the  decision  in  Galpin  v.  Page, 
much  stress  is  laid  upon  the  exception  contained  in  the  doctrine 
that  the  conclusive  presumptions  made  in  favor  of  a  record  of  a 
court  of  superior  jurisdiction,  are  applicable  only  in  cases  where 
the  proceedings  are  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law, 
and  that  judgments  rendered  upon  constructive  service  are  not 
in  accordance  with  the  common  law,  thus  declaring  that  at  com- 
mon law  no  judgment  could  be  rendered  except  upon  personal 
service. 

§  370.  The  rules  announced  \n  regard  to  the  conclusiveness 
of  judgments  of  superior  courts,  and  the  conclusive  presumptions 
made  in  favor  of  their  records  as  to  jurisdiction  over  the  subject- 
matter  and  the  parties,  residents  of  the  State  or  Territory  within 
which  the  courts  are,  whether  the  facts  necessary  to  confer  juris- 

>  Anderson  Y.  Eimbrough,  5  Ooldw.     Beach  v.   Rich,  18  Vt  595;  Middle- 
2S0;   Hardenbrook  v.   Sherwood,  73     bury  v.  Ames,  7  Vt.  166. 
Ind.  408;  Owen  v.  State,  65  Vt.  47;         •  Galpin  v.  Page,  18  Wall.  850. 
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diction  are  absent  from  the  record  or  recited  therein,  which  pre- 
vent their  collateral  impeachment,  are  rules  as  old  as  the  law 
itself,  and  are  sustained  hj  an  unbroken  line  of  decisions,  Eng< 
lish,  Federal  and  State.  Where  a  judgment  had  been  obtained 
upon  constructive  service,  the  record  of  which  was  sought  to  be 
impeached  in  a  collateral  action,  on  the  ground  that  a  judgment 
rendered  on  such  service,  not  "being  according  to  ike  cov>rse  of 
common  ImOj  the  condttaiveprestmption  made  in  favor  of  records 
of  superior  courts  did  not  apply,  the  learned  judge,  in  delivering 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  said  :*  "  Judicial  systems  and  modes  of 
administering  justice,  like  everything  else,  are  liable  to  change. 
In  the  organization  of  courts,  in  the  distribution  of  powers,  and 
in  the  mode  of  exercising  them,  the  States  of  the  American 
Union  have  departed  widely  from  the  course  which  from  the 
outset  was  observed  in  England,  and  is  in  a  great  measure  still 
preserved  ;  yet  the  fundamental  principles  by  which  the*  admin- 
istration of  justice  is  governed  remain  unchanged,  or  changed 
only  60  far  as  to  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  the  human  under- 
standing. In  view  of  these  changes,  words  and  modes  of 
expression,  once  definite  and  apt  to  the  purpose,  have  to  some 
extent  ceased  to  be  so,  and  they  must  be  modified  or  added  ta 
.  for  the  purpose  of  applying,  in  an  intelligible  manner,  familiar 
and  unchanging  principles  to  new  conditions.  Otherwise  we 
make  words  superior  to  sense,  and  follow  the  shadow  instead  of 
the  substance,  forgetting  that  its  adaptability  to  new  conditions 
is  the  crowning  glory  of  the  common  law.  The  use  of  the  worda 
*  superior  *  and  *  inferior,*  or  *  limited '  and  'general,'  and '  proceed- 
ing according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law,'  in  the  statement 
of  the  rule  in  question,  however  apt  they  may  have  once  been,, 
are  less  so  at  this  time  and  place,  and  their  duties,  in  view  of  our 
system  and  mode  of  procedure,  would  be  better  performed  by 
the  terms  ' courts  of  record'  and  'courts  and  tribunals  not  of 
record.'  If  anything  further  is  added,  the  phrase  '  proceeding 
according  to  the  courae  of  the  statute  which  regulates  proceed- 
ings in  civil  cases,'  should  be  employed,  instead  of  the  phrase 
nnder  consideration,  for  the  statute  has  superseded  the  common 
law,  without,  however,  abrogating  the  rule  in  hand,  the  conditions 

'  Hahn  v.  E<>l]y,  84  Cal.  414. 
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being   :;banged,   but   not  tbe   principle.     Our  district    courtB, 
county  courts,  and  probate  courts, — the  latter  having  been  put  in 
this  respect  upon  the  level  of  superior  courts  at  common  law  by 
•express  statutory  provision, — are  superior  courts  in  the  sense  of 
til  is  rule,  while  courts  held  by  justices  of  the  peace,   boards  of 
supervisors,  and  other  boards  exercising  judicial  functions  of  a 
limited  and  special  character,  are  inferior.     Superior  courts,  at 
common  law,  in  the  sense  of  this  rule,  were  those  which  sat  in 
Westminster  Hall — the  King's  Bench,  the  Common  Pleas,  and 
Exchequer — the  former,  as  originally  instituted,  having  jurisdic- 
tion in  criminal  cases,  the  second  in  civil  actions,  and  the  latter 
in  matters  of  revenue.     In  a  certain  sense,  their  jurisdiction  was 
limited  and  special,  but  in  the  sense  of  this  rule  it  was  general, 
that  is  to  say,  general  within  their  sphere  of  action.     So  with  our 
courts  of  record.     Each  is  confined  to  its  limits,  as  fixed  by  the 
Constitution,  and  in  that  sense  is  limited  as  to  its  jurisdiction,  but 
in  the  sense  of  this  rule  it  has  general  jurisdiction  of  the  particu- 
lar department  of  the  law  allotted  to  it.     In  discussing  this  point, 
so  far,  we  have  assumed  that  constructive  service  is  unknown  to 
the  common  law.     The  precise  mode  provided   by   our  statute 
may  be,  but  it  will  certainly  not  bo  claimed  that  there  can  be  any 
distinction  founded  upon  a  mere  difference  in  the  mode  by  which 
constructive  service  is  obtained.     The  only  rational  or  plausible 
ground  for  any  distinction  lies  between  actual  and  constructive 
notice  and  no  notice.     If  there  is  any  hardship  in  the  rule,  as 
defined  by  us,  or  any  necessity  for   the   distinction   asserted    by 
respondents,  it  grows  out  of  a  want  of  notice,  for  beyond  or 
within  a  want  of  notice  neither  the  charge  of  hardfehip  nor  the 
call  of  necessity  can  find  a  point  upon  which  to  rest.     The  idea, 
then,  that  a  court  which  undertakes  to  obtain  jurisdiction  of  the 
person  of  a  defendant,  by  constructive  service  of  its  process,  is 
proceeding  contrary  to  the  principles  upon  which  the  course  of 
the  common  law  is  based,  is  founded  in  a  mistake,  for  construc- 
tive service  is  not  a  stranger  to  the  course  of  the  common  law. 
In  cases  similar  to  those  in  which  we  resort  to  service  by  publica- 
tion, there  has  always  been  some  mode  by  which  jurisdiction  has 
been  obtained  at  common  law,  amounting  or  equivalent  to  con- 
structive service.     In  the  courts  of  common  law,  '  if  the  sherift 
cannot  find  the  defendant  upon  the  first  writ  of  capias,  and  n 
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return  of  non  est  inverUica  is  returned  u]>on  all  of  them,  then  a 
writ  of  exigent  or  eodgifadcis  may  be  sued  out,  which  requires 
the  aherifi  to  cause  the  defendant  to  be  proclaimed,  required,  or 
exacted  in  five  county  courts  successively,  to  render  himself,  and 
if  he  does,  then  to  take  him  as  in  a  capias;  but  if  he  does  not 
appear^  and  is  returned  qui/nto  exactuSy  he  shall  then  be  outlawed 
by  the  coroners  of  the  county.'     So,  in  chancery,  *  if  the  sheriff 
returns  that  the  defendant  is  non  est  mventtcSy  then  an  attach- 
ment with  proclamation  issues,  which,  besides  the  ordinary  form 
of  attachment,  directs  the  sherifiE  that  he  cause  public  proclanoa- 
tion  to  be  made  throughout  the  county,  to  summon  the  defend- 
ant, upon  his  allegiance,  personally  to  appear  and  to  answer.     If 
this  be  also  returned  with  a  non  est  in/vefitus^  and  he  still  stands 
out  in  contempt,  a  commission  of  rebellion  is  awarded  against 
him  for  not  obeying  the  king's  proclamation,  according  to  his 
allegiance,  and  four  commissioners  therein  named,  or  any  of 
them,  are  ordered  to  attach  him  wherever  he  may  be  found  in 
Great  Britain,  as  a  rebel  and  contemner  of  the  king's  laws  and 
government,  by  refusing  to  attend  his  sovereign   when  there- 
unto required.     ...     If  upon  the  commission  of  rebellion  a 
non  est  inventtcs  is  returned  the  court  then  sends  a  sergeant-at- 
arms  in  quest  of  him,  and  if  he  eludes  the  search  of  the  sergeant- 
$^-arms,  then  a  sequestration  issues  to  seize  all  his  personal  estate, 
and  the  profits  of  his  real,  and  to  detain   theiQ   subject  to   the: 
order  of  the  court.     .     .     .     After  an  order  for  a  sequestration 
issues,  the  plaintiff's  bill  is  to  be  taken  pt^o  confesso^  and  a  decree 
to  be  made  accordingly.'     These  modes  of  proceeding  have  been 
improved  upon  in  England  as  well  as  in  the  United  States.    The 
statute'  provides  that  where  the  defendant  cannot  be  found  to  be 
served  with  process  of  subpoena,  and  absconds  (as  is  believed), 
to  avoid  being  served  therewith,  a  day  shall  be  appointed  him  to 
appear  to  the  bill  of  the  plaintiff,  which  is  to  be  inserted  in  the 
London  Gazette^  read  in  the  parish  church  where  the  defendant 
)a8t  lived,  and  fixed  up  at  the  Boyal  Exchange ;  and  if  the  defen- 
dant doth  not  appear  upon  that  day,  the  bill  shall  be  taken  pro 
ccmfesso^    So,  whatever  meaning  may  be  attached  to  the  phrase 
'  proceeding'' according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law,'  as  used 

>  Geo.  2nd,  c.  26. 
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in  the  books,  it  cannot  be  nnderstood  to  mean  personal  or  actual 
service  of  process  only.'" 

§  371.  For  a  court  to  declare  that  at  common  law  there  was 
no  provision  for  any  but  personal  service-  is  to  declare,  first,  that 
none  but  residents  who  were  continuously  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  were  the  owners  of  real  or  personal  property  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court ;  second,  that  there  was  no  means^of 
enforcing  demands  against  foreigners  unless  they  came  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  tribunal,  although  they  may  have  had  ample 
assets  that  might  be  made  available.  If  these  premises  are  cor- 
rect— but  that  they  are  not  must  be  evident.  Proceedings  by 
attachment  of  a  debtor's  property  for  satisfaction  of  a  creditor's 
demand  is  one  of  great  antiquity.  Even  in  the  Civil  Law  "  it 
was  unlawful  to  force  any  person  from  his  own  house,  for  this 
was  esteemed  his  sanctuary  {tuiiaaimum  refugvam  et  receptoGUr 
lum).  But  if  any  man  lurked  at  home  to  elude  a  prosecution 
{si  fraudcitimm  causa  laMtaret,  Cio  Qumt.y  19),  he  was  sum- 
moned {evocahatur)  three  times,  with  an  interval  of  ten  days 
between  each  summons,  by  the  voice  of  a  herald,  or  by  letters, 
or  by  edict  of  the  praetor;  and  if  he  did  still  not  appear  {se  non 
sisteref)  the  prosecutor  was  put  into  possession  of  his  effects."* 
This  custom  was  known  in  England  long  before  the  arrival  of 
William  the  First,  and  has  been  a  part  of  the  common  law  from 
time  immemorial.  If  service  was  not  made  by  publication  in  a 
gazette  or  newspaper,  it  was  made  by  posting  or  proclamation. 
So  that  the  distinction  between  judgments  upon  constructive 
and  pei-sonal  service,  as  not  being  in  accord  with  or  contrary  to 
the  common  law,  is  untenable.  There  must  have  been  simi- 
lar remedies  at  common  law  against  non-residents.  There 
may  have  been  a  distinction  in  the  preliminary  steps,  but 
this  did  not  affect  the  remedy,  nor  does  it  show  that  a  pro- 
ceeding against  a  debtor's  property  without  personal  service  was 
unknown  to  the  common  law.  A  statute  exempting  a  debtor's 
homestead  from  a  sale  under  judgment  is  in  derogation  of  the 
-common  law,  for  there  were  no  such  exemptions ;  but  a  statute 
which  enforces  and  adopts  a  common  law  remedy,  and  provides 
the  necessary  steps  for  its  enforcement,  is  not  contrary  to  the 
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common  law,  for  the  reason  that  it  docs  not  create  an  innovation 
upon  the  common  law.  It  must  therefore  be  some  proceeding 
other  than  such  as  may  be  called  constractive  service  or  process 
that  is  meant  by  the  term  special  and  summary  powers  wholly 
-derived  from  statute,  and  not  according  to  the  course  of  the  com- 
mon law,  and  which  do  not  belong  to  it  as  a  court  of  general 
jurisdiction,  for  if  the  statute  were  silent'  on  the  subject  con< 
atructive  service  would  have  to  be  made  according  to  the  com- 
mon law, 

§  372.  Constructive  and  personal  service  being  according 
to  the  course  of  the  common  law,  the  same  presumption 
applies  .in  favor  of  all  judgments  of  superior  courts  of  gen- 
eral jurisdiction,  whether  rendered  upon  constructive  or  per- 
sonal service; — ^the  distinction  between  the  two  judgments 
being  as  to  their  effect,  and  this  is  described  as  being  in  rem 
and  m  personam^  the  latter  following  the  person  and  can  be 
made  available  in  any  jurisdiction  where  the  debtor  may  be  until 
satisfaction,  the  former  is  of  no  force  or  effect  whatever  when 
the  res  is  disposed  of  in  satisfaction  of  the  judgment,  and  virtu- 
ally gives  the  court  no  power  to  render  a  judgment  for  a  larger 
amount  than  the  proceeds  of  the  property  will  satisfy;  as  to  all 
over  that  amount  the  judgment  \^fwnotu9  officio  for  any  purpose 
unless  the  defendant  appears  in  the  action.  !N^o  State  Legisla- 
ture can  change  the  effect  of  this  judgment  and  make  it  effectual 
as  a  personal  judgment  for  any  greater  amount  than  the  sum  real- 
ized from  the  sale  of  the  property  seized  in  order  to  confer  this 
jurisdiction,  for  if  the  service  is  constructive  only,  such  legisla- 
tion would  be  absolutely  void  as  coirfiicting  with  the  fundamental 
doctrine  that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  his  property  with- 
out due  process  of  law.  The  doctrine  in  regard  to  the  conclu- 
sive effect  of  judgments  rendered  upon  constructive  service 
is  ably  stated  by  Mr.  Justice  Miller  :*  "  It  is  an  axiom  of 
the  law  that  when  a  judgment  of  a  court  is  offered  in  evi- 
dence collaterally  in  another  suit,  its  validity  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned for  errors  that  do  not  affect  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  which  rendered  it."  la  this  case  there  had  been  a  seizure 
of  the  ree  that  he  said  gave  the  court  jurisdiction,  and  whether 

>  Cooper  y.  Reynolds,  10  Wall.  808. 
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the  proceedings  thereafter  were  regular  or  not,  the  remedy  for 
errors  and  irregularities  was  by  appeal  or  review,  and  were  not 
available  in  a  collateral  action.  Qalpin  v.  Page,  upon  a  hasty 
consideration,  would  seem  to  be  controlled  by  that  case,  as  the 
omission  within  the  decision  of  Cooper  v.  Reynolds  could  not 
affect  the  judgment  in  the  Federal  court ;  but  there  is  this  essen- 
tial distinction  between  the  two  cases :  In  the  former  it  was  a 
collateral  attack,  in  Galpin  case,  the  original  judgment  had  been 
declared  void  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  California  on  appeal, 
and  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  when  that  judgment  was 
offered  collaterally,  held  the  judgment  valid.  So  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  simply  accorded  the  judg- 
ment the  same  faith  it  had  received  by  the  highest  court  of  th(& 
State  in  which  it  was  rendered.  Prior  to  the  reversal  of  the 
decree  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  the  land  had  been 
sold  and  purchased  by  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  and  upon  reversal 
the  cases  were  dismissed  in  the  court  below.  Galpin  v.  Page 
was  for  the  recovery  of  the  land,  and  the  real  question  in  the 
case — was,  the  effect  of  the  purchase  by  the  attorney  for  the 
plaintiff  did  it  to  afford  him  the  protection  accorded  to  iona 
fide  purchasers,  and  was  the  original  decree  a  protection  to  him 
as  such?  This  being  the  question  at  issue,  the  rest  of  the 
opinion,  able  and  correct  as  it  is,  were  the  point  covered  by  it  at 
issue  in  this  case,  must  be  regarded  as  obiter^  as  the  reversal  of 
the  original  decree  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  California  and  the 
subsequent  dismissal  of  the  suits  left  the  whole  transaction  as  if 
no  suit  had  been  commenced,  and  the  well-settled  rule  that  an 
attorney  of  record  is  chargeable  with  notice  and  is  not  entitled 
to  protection  as  a  purchaser  was  the  only  issue  in  the  case,  and 
the  decision  of  this  matter  necessarily  disposed  of  it. 

.  §  873.  In  Iowa  and  Kansas  a  rule  has  been  announced  which 
certainly  cannot  be  said  to  be  founded  on  principle — but  may  be 
based  upon  the  ground  of  protection  to  parties  by  which  courts 
may  take  notice  of  the  capacity  of  the  class  of  people  elected  aa 
constables  and  justices  of  the  peace  (especially  in  the  Western 
States),  who  have  no  qualifications  for  the  position  ;  men,  in  many 
instances,  utterly  irresponsible,  and,  therefore,  unable  to  fully 
respond  in  actions  for  damages  or  false  returns.  It  is  held  that 
in  an  action  upon  a  judgment  rendered  by  a  justice  of  the  peace 
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it  may  be  shown  by  extrinsic  evidence,  in  the  face  of  a  recital 
contained  in  the  judgment  that  the  defendant  was  served  with 
notice,  that  in  fact  he  had  no  notice,  and  that  the  judgment  was 
therefore  void,  for  want  of  jurisdiction.* 

§  374.  The  Supreme  Court  of  ELansas  has  gone  farther  in 
this  respect  than  this.  In  an  action  brought  before  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  where  service  was  obtained,  in  accordance  with  the 
statutory  requirements,  judgment  rendered,  and  a  transcript  of 
the  record  filed  in  the  district  court,  in  order  to  affect  real  estate. 
Land  was  levied  on  and  sold  under  an  execution  issued  out  of  the 
district  court ;  several  years  afterward,  in  an  action  of  ejectment, 
the  defendant's  grantees  were  allowed  to  contradict  the  service 
and  record,  and  recovered  the  land  thus  sold.  The  opinion  is  not 
entitled  to  any  weight,  having  been  delivered  by  one  judge,  con- 
curred in  on  other  grounds  by  another,  and  dissented  from  by 
the  third.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  lay  down  a  rule  or  deduce  a 
doctrine  from  such  cases  as  these,  especially  when  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  can,  in  collateral  actions,  declare  void 
judgments  rendered  by  a  State  court  of  general  jurisdiction, 
where  the  fact  of  service  is  found  :  The  cases  sustaining  the  doc- 
trine, that  where  there  is  a  recital  in  the  record  of  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction  that  the  defendant,  a  citizen  of  the  State 
in  which  the  proceedings  were  had,  was  duly  served,  but  made 
default,  and  judgment  was  rendered  against  him  and  that  such  a 
record  cannot  be  impeached  in  a  collateral  action,  have  been  set 
aside  in  a  case  where  both  parties  were  residents  of  the  same  Stoite^ 
and  service  was  made  by  leaving  a  copy  of  the  summons  with 
the  indorsement  thereon  with  the  wife  of  the  defendant,  at  his 
residence,  that  court  holding  that  because  the  return  did  not 
show  the  reason  why  it  was  left  at  the  residence  of  the  defendant 
and  delivered  to  his  wife,  that  the  judgment  was  void,  and  this 
in  a  collateral  proceeding.* 

§  375.  In  almost  every  State  there  is  a  provision  for  service 
of  this  kind,  either  upon  the  party  personally  or  at  the  usual 
place  of  his  residence  within  the  county.     Under  the  above  rul- 

>  Salliday  v.  Bainhill,  29  Iowa,  655;     609;  Culver's  Appeal,  48  Conn.  I(KS. 
8.  P.,  Newcomb  v.  Bewey,  27  Iowa,         '  Bettlemeier  v.  Sullivan,  97  U.  S. 
881;  Ferguson  v.  Crawford,  86  N.  Y.     444. 
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ing,  every  service  not  made  upon  the  party  in  person  is  constrac- 
tive  or  snbstitnted.     If  this  be  correct,  there  have  been  in  thi8 
country  more  void  than  valid  judgments.     If  a  Legislature,  as 
between  citizens  of  the  same  State,  snbject  to  and  bound  by  its 
laws,  declares,  as  between  those  parties,  service  may  be  made  by  de- 
livering a  copy  of  the  summons  to  the  defendant  or  by  delivering 
a  copy  to  some  white  person  of  the  family,  above  the  age  of  four- 
teen, at  the  dwelling-hoQse  or  nsual  place  of  abode  of  the  defend- 
ant, is  equal  to  personal  service,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  where 
the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  or  any 
Federal  court  is  given  to  question  it,    They  certainly  have  no 
jurisdiction  in  the  original  action,  for  it  is  between  citizens  of  the 
same  State.     If  they  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  original  action, 
have  they,  as  against  a  grantee  or  privy  of  the  defendant  in  a 
collateral  action,  if  the  defendant  is  bound  by  the  judgment  in 
the  State  court?   Is  not  every  privy  in  law  or  estate  bound  by  the 
same  judgment  ?    It  seems  not,  for  in  this  case  the  defendant's 
grantee,  claiming  under  him,  with  notice  of  the  judgment,  by  a 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  whose  record  recited  that  the 
defendant  was  duly  served  and  made  defanit,  a  judgment  under 
which  the  defendant  himself   had  seen  his  property  sold  some 
fifteen  years  prior  to  the  time  of  his  conveyance,  his  debt  paid 
with  the  proceeds  thereof,  and  the  execution  purchaser  in  pos- 
session for  all  that  period,  he  never  questioning  his  title  ;  and  yet 
his  grantee  comes  into  a  Federal  court  in  a  collateral  action  (an 
action  of  ejectment),  and  successfully  assails  a  record  that  is  abso- 
lute verity  as  to  his  grantor.   If  this  is  to  be  the  law,  that  after  the 
statute  of  limitations  bars  an  action  on  the  original  debt,  the 
defendant  or  his  grantee  can  commence  proceedings  in  the  Fede- 
ral court  and   recover  his  property  notwithstanding  a  recital  in 
the   record   of  a  court  of   competent  and  superior  jurisdiction 
(having  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  in  which  he  is  a  boTiaJide 
resident  with  his  family,  and  having  jurisdiction  of  the  subject- 
matter,  over  the  process,  and  of  the  trial, — all  of  these  jurisdic- 
tional matters  having  been  conferred  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  its  judgment  is,  therefore,  binding  on  the  defendant, — 
such  court,  in  order  to  render  a  judgment,  having  been  compelled 
to  pass  upon  the  question  of  jurisdiction  over  the  person,  in  order 
to  render  its  proceedings  of  any  validity),  the  Federal  court  will 
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Allow  him  or  his  privies  to  collaterally  assail  the  judgment  so  rend- 
■ered  and  hold  it  null  and  void.    The  whole  doctrine  of  res  judi- 
cata had  better  be  blotted  oat  of  existence  and  a  new  one  thus 
formulated.     No  proceedings  in  a  State  conrt  are  of  any  effect 
against  a  collateral  attack  in  a  Federal  conrt ;  the  Federal  courts, 
under  the  Fourteenth  Amendment,  having  the  constitutional 
right  in  collateral  actions  to  nullify  the  most  solemn  proceedings 
of  all  State  courts  (unless  the  record  is  filled  with  corroborating 
evidence  of  every  fact  stated  therein,  upon  which  the  power  of 
the  tribunal  to  hear  and  determine  the  cause  is  founded),  as  no 
presumption  will  be  made  in  favor  of  the  validity  of  a  judgment 
unless  all  these  facts,  with  an  accurate  history  of  the  defendant, 
in  order  to  identify  him,  are  made  part  of  the  record.     If  the 
-court  finds  that  he  was  ^'uZy  served,  without  reciting 'the  evidence 
npon  which   it  based   its  finding,   its  judgment  is  absolutely 
Toid.     The  maxim,  Omnia  rite  esse  acta^  &c.,  although  repeat- 
edly  and  universally  applied   by  every   court  in    the  civilized 
world,  including  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  has  no  appli- 
cation.    For  after  this  decision  no  court  can  now  presume  that 
legal  tribunals,  before  rendering  judgment,  ascertained  whether 
they  had  jurisdiction  so  to  do,  especially  where  they  are  courts 
of  superior  jurisdiction,  and  in  all  cases  where  service  is  made  in 
accordance  with  the  thirteenth  equity  rule  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  pourt  or  a  State  statute  providing  "  that  service  may  be 
made  on  the  defendant  personally,  or  by  leaving  a  copy  at  his 
usual  place  of  abode,  or  with  some  adult  person,  a  resident  of  his 
family  ;  that  the  officer  left  a  copy  of  the  summons  at  the  place 
of  abode,  &c,  not  because  he  was  unable  to  deliver  it  in  person, 
but  the  presumption  will  be  that  the  officer  actually  and  willfully 
neglected  his  official  duty,  for  the  purpose  of  making  "  substi- 
tuted service"  ;  and  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  rendering 
a  judgment  upon  this  service,  in  accordance  with  such  rule  or 
statute,  unless  the  return  shows  on  its  face  whj'  the  officer  left  it 
at  the  place  of  the  defendant's  abode,  renders  it  without  juris- 
diction.    The  court,  by  Judge  Field,  in  the  Settlemier  case  says  : 
**  The  statute  provides  that  in  actions  in  personam  service  should 
be  made  by  the  sheriff  delivering  to  the  defendant  personally, 
or  if  he  should  not  be  found,  to  some  white  person  of  his  family 
over  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  at  his  dwelling-house  or  usual 
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place  of  abode,  a  copy  of  the  complaint  and  notice  to  answer. 
The  action  was  for  the  recovery  of  moQey,  and  the  sheriffs  return 
showed  that  service  was  made  "  by  delivering  to  the  wife  of  the 
defendant,  a  white  woman,  over  fourteen  years  of  age,  at  the 
usual  place  of  abode.'^  On  a  judgment  rendered  and  a  recital  in 
the  record  that  the  ^^  defendant,  although  duly  served  with  pro- 
cess, came  not,  but  made  default,"  the  majority  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  say :  In  case  the  defendi^nt  can  not 
be  found,  the  inability  of  the  officer  to  find  the  defendant  should 
be  affirmatively  stated  in  his  return  ;  U  is  not  afacft  thai  wiU  hei 
inferred ;  the  cmihoriiy  for  svistittUed  service  mttet  be  strictly 
purtmed.  A  personal  judgment  rendered  against  the  defendant 
BO  served,  where  the  return  of  the  officer  fails  to  show  that  the 
defendant  could  not  be  found,  is  void,  for  want  of  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  rendering  it  over  the  person  of  the  defendant."^  This 
is  the  correct  rule  in  cases  of  "  constructive  or  substituted  service^ 
but  the  service  in  this  case  can  not  be  classed  as  that  kind.  Tak- 
ing the  rule  as  an  abstract  proposition,  it  is  correct,  but  as  applied 
to  the  facts  in  the  case,  it  is  far  from  being  so.  Hr.  Justice 
Field,  who  delivered  the  opinion  in  this  case,  also  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case 
of  Galpin  v.  Page,  to  which  he  refers,  but  he  fails  to  adopt  that 
part  of  his  opinion,  in  which  he,  speaking  for  the  court,  says : 
**  The  presumptions  indulged  in  support  of  the  judgments  of  the 
Superior  Courts  of  general  jurisdiction  are  also  limited  to  Juris- 
diction over  persons  vyithin  their  territorial  lirrhits^  persons  who 
can  he  reached  hy  their  process^  and  also  over  proceedings  which 
are  in  accordance  with  the  course  of  the  common  law."  The 
parties  in  this  caee  were  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  court, 
yet  this  universal,  well-settled  principle  was  not  applied.  The 
learned  judge  evidently  disregarded  the  distinction  made  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  made  by  every  court  in 
the  country.  The  distinction  between  a  direct,  and.  a  collateral, 
attack,  on  appeal  or  writ  of  error,  if  successful,  remands  the  par- 
ties to  their  rights  as  they  were  prior  to  the  rendition  of  the 
judgment  giving  an  opportunity  for  the  correction  of  any  errors; 
in  the  case  of  a  collateral  attack,  the  plaintiff  iis.  withou<t  remedy^ 

'  Settlomier  v.  BuUivao,  97  U.  S.  444. 
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upon  the  ground  forcibly  stated  in  Pennoyer  v.  Neff,  and  Galpin 
t?.  Page,  that  the  exertion  of  anthority  beyond  the  territorial 
limits  of  a  State  is  a  mere  nullity.  If  a  judgment,  valid  in  the 
Stale  where  rendered,  should,  in  a  collateral  action  in  another 
jurisdiction  in  the  same  State,  be  declared  void,  what  efEect  will 
such  determination  have  upon  the  judgment  in  the  jurisdiction 
where  rendei'ed  ?  Will  it  restore  the  parties  to  their  original 
rights  t  Will  it  avoid  the  bar  of  the  statute  limitation  {  Will' 
it  prevent  the  defendant  from  setting  up  the  plea  of  res  Judicata  f 
Certainly  not.  By  what  anthority,  then,  can  a  Federal  court  in 
a  collateral  action  bind  a  State  court  in  declaring  a  judgment 
rendered  between  two  of  its  citizens  absolutely  void?  What 
right,  in  the  language  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
has  a  Federal  court  to  arrogate  to  itself  the  power  to  revise  or 
review  a  judgment  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction  ?  If  that  right  is 
^sonceded,  any  justice  of  the  peace  has  the  same  right  to  declare 
a  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  void. 
The  principle  is  the  same,  and  while  it  is  to  be  deprecated  that 
such  an  arbitrary  power  is  supposed  to  exist  and  is  exercised  by 
Federal  courts,  it  needs  only  to  be  applied  by  the  inferior  tribu- 
nals of  a  State  in  order  to  correct  this  self-arrogated  authority. 
Of  what  use  are  statutes  of  limitation,  fixing  a  specified  time  for 
complaining  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court  ?  If  a  party  is  injured, 
let  him  complain  of  it  in  such  time  as  not  to  injure  his  adversary 
by  unnecessary  delay  in  asserting  his  rights,  says  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States ;'  if  he  fails  to,  and  has  lost  his  right 
of  complaining,  there  is  another  axiomatic  principle  applicable, 
that  no  court  will  permit  a  man  or  his  privies  in  a  circuitous 
manner  to  do  that  which  he  cannot  do  directly.  The  learned 
judge  in  this  case  ignores  every  case  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  commencing  with  Kemp  v.  Kennedy,  and  the 
subsequent  cases.'     In  the  last  case  cited,  that  court  held  that  a 


»  Voorhees  v.  Bank.  10  Pel.  473. 

■  Kemp  V.  Kennedy,  6  Cranch,  173; 
Thompson  v.  Tolmie,  2  Pet.  157;  U. 
8.  V.  Arredondo,  6  Pet.  729;  Voorhees 
▼.  Bank,  10  Pet.  449;  Watkins,  in  re, 
S  Pet.  198;  R.  I.  v.  Mass.,  12  Pet.  646; 
Oocke  V.  Halscy,  16  Pel.  87;  Qrignon 


v.  Astor,  2  How.  819;  B«ink  v.  Moss, 
6  How.  40;  R.  R.  Co.  y.  Stimpson,  14 
Pet.  458;  Erwin  v.  Lowrey,  7  How. 
181;  Nations  y.  Johnson,  24  How.  208; 
Parker  y.  Kane.  22  How.  14;  Gunn  y. 
Plant,  91  U.  S.  664;  Huff  v.  Hutchin- 
son, 14  How.  588;  Gaines  y.  Relf,  Id 
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certificate  of  stock  in  the  possession  of  a  party  in  the  so  called 
Oonfederate  States,  during  the  late  war,  was  legally  in  the  custody 
of  the  court,  by  the  simple  fact  that  the  marshal  had  returned 
that  he  seized  it,  his  seizure  being  a  garnishment  process  upon 
the  corporation  issuing  the  stock,  and  it  was  held  to  be  legally 
confiscated  upon  the  strength  of  that  return,  which  was  made  by 
an  officer,  and  not  by  a  court,  and  the  doctrine  thus  announced ; 
^^We  hold  that  wherever  a  judgment  is  given  by  a  court  having 
jurisdiction  of  the  parties,  and  of  the  subject-matter,  the  exercise 
of  that  jurisdiction  warrants  the  presumption  that  the  facta 
which  were  necessary  to  confer  jurisdiction  were  found."^ 

In  another  opinion  by  Judge  Field  :  ^'  The  recital  in  the  record 
of  a  proceeding  under  a  statute,  of  facts  necessary  to  give  such 
jurisdiction  2ltq  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  facts  recited.  The- 
jurisdiction  existing,  the  subsequent  action  of  the  court  in  the- 
exercise  of  its  judicial  authority,  can  onl/y  he  questioned  on 
appeal.*  "  Every  presumption  is  to  be  indulged  in  in  favor  of 
their  jurisdiction  ;  and  their  judgments,  however  erroneous,  can- 
not be  questioned,  when  introduced  collaterally,  unless  it  be 
shown  affirmatively  that  they  had  no  jurisdiction."'  The  courts 
are  presumed  to  have  adjudged  every  question  necessary  to  jus- 
tify the  order  or  decree.*  ^'  It  is  an  axiom  of  the  law  that  when 
a  judgment  of  a  court  is  offered  in  evidence  collaterally  in 
another  suit,  its  validity  cannot  be  questioned  for  errors  that  do 
not  affect  the  jilriediction  of  the  court  which  rendered  it."' 
This  case  was  a  proceeding  in  rem,  in  which  any  number  of 
irregularities  appeared,  sufficient  to  reverse  the  judgment  on 
appeal,  but  none  to  avoid  it  collaterally."  The  same  court 
by  Mr.  Justice  Wayne,  say,  "with  what  propriety  then  can 
this  court  now  be  called  upon  to  review  a  judgment  of  the 
parish  court  of  New  Orleans,  for  any  irregularity  or  illegality 
in  the  proceedings  of  that  court,  if  either  existed,  when  there- 
How.  564;  McCall  v.  Carpenter,  18     801 

How.  805;  Bhriver  v.  Lynn,  2  How.         •  Comstock  v.  Crawford,  8  WalL 
66;  McGoon  v.    Scales,  9  Wall.  28:     896. 

Gray  v.  Brignardello,!  Wall.  684;  Mil-        •  Harvey  v.  Tyler,  2  WalL  342. 
lerv.  U.  B.,  11  WaU.  :J91.  <  Florentine   v.    Barton,     2   Wall. 

»Erwin  v.  Lowrey,  7  How.   181;     216. 
affirmed  in  Miller  v.  U.  8.,  11  Wall.         »  Cooper  v.  Reynolds,  10  WaU.  808. 
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could  bavo  been  an  appeal  to  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  Louisiana 
for  ite  protection  ?  This  court  has  never  done  so  in  any  case  in 
which  the  subject  matter  of  the  suit,  being  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  State  court,  upon  an  allegation  that  its  judgment  was 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  State.  That  court  had  full  power, 
it  exercised  its  jurisdiction,  and  the  legality  of  its  judgment 
cannot  be  questioned  by  this  court.'" 

§  376.  In  the  Settlemeier  case  the  fourteenth  amendment  is 
not  referred  to,  as  in  the  cases  of  Penoyer  v.  NeflE  and  Galpin  v. 
Page  ;  not  being  in  point,  as  the  judgment  debtor  was  not  seeking 
to  avoid  or  impeach  the  judgment,  his  acquiescence  in  it  for  fifteen 
or  sixteen  years,  and  the  sale  under  it,  made  it  res  jvdioata  as  to 
him ;  though  it  might  have  been  reversible  for  error  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  if  proceedings  had  been  commenced 
for  that  purpose  within  the  statutory  time.  Mr.  Justice  Field 
cites  the  case  of  Trulleuger  v.  Todd,"  in  which  the  judgment  was 
reversed  upon  appeal,  and  the  cause  remanded  to  the  court  below 
for  sufficient  service  to  be  shown  before  rendering  judgment. 
That  case  establishes  the  rule  stated  by  Mr.  Justice  Wayne,  in 
the  case  above  cited ;  that  the  Settlemeier  case  was  subject  to 
appeal  and  reversal  in  a  direct  proceeding  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Oregon  (and  had  the  defendant  appealed  from  the  judg- 
ment it  might  have  been  set  aside,  the  cause  remanded,  and  the 
sheriff  allowed  to  amend  his  return  so  as  to  show  why  he  did  not 
serve  the  defendant  in  person,  if  that  was  necessary),  and  there- 
fore not  subject  to  review  or  attack  in  a  collateral  action  by  a 
Federal  court.  It  is  under  this  rule  res  jvdicata.  It  is  an  irreg- 
ularity merely,  which  did  not  avoid  the  judgment,  but  as  to  all 
collateral  attacks  it  was  res  judicata, 

§  377.  There  are  two  great  objections  to  the  doctrine  sought 
to  be. established  in  the  Settlemeier  case.  The  first  is  to  the  con- 
struction given  to  this  mode  of  service.  Such  service,  if  not 
technically  personal  service,  is  by  statute  in  the  various  States 
such  service  as  will  support  and  authorize  a  court  to  render  a 


>  Adams  v.  Preston,  22  How.  488;     471;  Gaines  v.    Chew,  2  How.  619; 
Pouvergne  v.  New  Orleans,  18  How.     Tarver  v.  Tarver,  9  Pet.  174 
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personal  judgment.'  It  is  not  a  snbBtitnte  for  personal  service,  it 
is  not  in  any  sense  constructive,  it  does  not  require  any  proceed- 
ing to  warrant  an  order  of  publication,  for  none  could  be  made 
in  a  case  between  citizens  of  the  same  State  in  an  action  brought 
in  a  court  having  territorial  jurisdiction  over  the  parties.  The 
defendant  was  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Or^on,  he  was  bound 
by  its  laws  as  to  the  mode  of  service,  and  if  he  had  any  grievance 
the  same  power  that  made  its  laws  created  tribunals  to  afioixl  him 
adequate  relief.  It  is  not  constructive  service  or  substituted 
service  in  the  sense  in  which  the  term  is  used  as  service  by 
publication.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  by  the 
13th  equity  rule  has  adopted  a  similar  mode  of  service  ^^  by  the 
delivery  to  the  defendant  in  person  or  the  delivery  to  some  adult 
person  either  resident  or  a  member  of  the  family  at  the  dwelling 
house  or  usual  place  of  abode  of  the  defendant."  And  no  ques- 
tion has  ever  yet  been  made  under  this  kind  of  service  that  it 
was  either  substituted  or  would  not  warrant  the  Federal  courts  in 
rendering  a  decree  in  personam  either  by  default  or  other- 
wise. And  in  a  late  case  in  the  Federal  courts  (with  the  decision 
in  the  Settlemeier  case,  as  conclusive  upon  the  question  of 
service),  the  court  held  that  where  there  was  a  store  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  building  which  was  used  by  the  defendant  as  a 
place  of  business  and  the  upper  paii;  as  his  dwelling,  that  service 
by  delivering  a  copy  of  the  subpoena  for  the  wife,  to  her  hus- 
band, was  sufficient  service  on  the  wife.*  In  this  case  the  marshal 
was  not  required  to  state  in  his  return  why  he  did  not  ascend  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  building  and  iind  the  wife,  and  failing  to 
find  her  in  her  place  of  abode,  he  left  the  copy  with  her  husband 
— "  such  service  being  substituted  service  according  to  the  Settle- 
meier case." 

§  378.  The  second  objection  is  that  it  abrogates  the  doctrine 
founded  on  this  general  rule,  that  a  question  or  fact,  once 
determined  and  adjudged,  by  a  court  having  authority  to  make 
the  inquiry  and  adjudication,  is  conclusively  determined,  unless 
the  judgment  is  set  aside  on  appeal  to  some  higher  court,  or  upoa 
some  direct   proceeding  within  the  recognized  rules  of  law  to 

>DuDklee  ▼.   Elston,  71  Ind.  685;     Hall  v.  Graham.  49  Wis.  668. 
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Annul  it.'  It  is  also  well  settled  that  when  the  question  of  juris- 
diction is  one  of  fact,  and  is  decided  bj  the  court  whose  proceed- 
ings are  in  question,  the  decision  is  final  whether  the  question 
arises  on  a  writ  of  error,  or  in  a  collateral  action.'  The  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  say  where  a  decree  is  an  adjudication 
of  all  the  facts  necessary  to  give  jurisdiction,  whether  thej 
existed  or  not  is  immaterial  if  no  appeal  is  taken,  the  rule  is  the 
fiamo  whether  the  law  gives  an  a  appeal  or  not,  it  is  conclusive 
on  all  whom  it  concerns ;'  and  it  is  also  held,  where  the  court  has 
jurisdiction  over  a  particular  class  of  cases,  it  is  thd  province  of 
the  court  to  determine  for  itself  whether  the  particular  case  is 
within  its  jurisdiction/ 

§  379.  In  the  leading  case  of  Yoorhecs  v.  Bank  of  United 
States,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  said :  "  It  is 
among  the  elementary   principles  of  the  common   law,    that 
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whoever  wonid  complain  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court,  mnet  do 
it  in  such  time  as  not  to  injare  his  adversary  by  nnneoessaiy 
delay  in  the  assertion  of  his  right.  If  he  objects  to  the  mode  ia 
which  he  is  brought  into  court,  he  must  do  it  before  he  submits 
to  the  process  adopted.  If  the  proceedings  against  him  are  not 
conducted  according  to  the  rules  of  law  and  the  court,  he  must 
move  to  set  them  aside  for  irregularity ;  or,  if  there  is  any  defect 
in  the  form  or  manner  in  which  he  is  sued,  he  may  assign  those 
defects  specially,  and  the  court  will  not  hold  him  answerable  till 
such  defects  are  remedied.  But  if  he  pleads  to  the  action 
generally,  all  irregularity  is  waived,  and  the  court  can  decide 
only  on  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  subject  matter  of  con- 
troversy ;  their  judgment  is  conclusive,  unless  it  appears  on  the 
record  that  the  plaintiff  has  no  title  to  the  thing  demanded,  or 
that  in  rendering  judgment  they  have  erred  in  law ;  all  defects 
in  setting  out  a  title,  or  in  the  evidence  to  prove  it,  are  cured,  as 
well  as  all  irregularities  which  may  have  preceded  the  judg- 
ment. So  long  as  this  judgment  remains  in  force,  it  is  in  itself 
evidence  of  the  right  .of  the  plaintiff  to  the  thing  adjudged,  and 
gives  him  a  right  to  process  to  e^^ecute  the  judgment ;  the 
errors  of  the  court,  however  apparent,  can  be  examined  only  by 
^n  appellate  power ;  and  by  the  laws  of  every  country  a  time  is 
fixed  for  such  examination,  whether  in  rendering  judgment, 
issuing  executions,  or  enforcing  it  by  process  of  sale.  No  rule 
can  be  more  reasonable,  than  that  the  person  who  complains  of 
an  injury  done  him,  should  avail  himself  of  his  legal  rights  in  a 
reasonable  time,  or  that  that  time  should  be  limited  by  law. 
This  has  been  done  by  acts  of  limitation  on  writs  of  error  and 
appeals.  If  that  time  elapses,  common  justice  requires  that  what 
a  defendant  cannot  do  directly  in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  law, 
he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  do  collaterally  by  evasion." 

§  380.  ''  A  judgment  or  execution  irrevereible  by  a  superior 
court  cannot  be  declared  a  nullity  by  any  authority  of  law.  If  it 
has  been  rendered  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  of  the 
parties  and  the  subject  matter,  with  authority  to  use  the  process 
it  has  issued,  it  must  remain  the  only  test  of  the  respective  rights 
of  the  parties  to  it.  If  the  validity  of  a  sale  under  its  process 
can  be  questioned  for  any  irregularity  preceding  the  judgment^ 
the  court  which  assumes  such  power  places  itself  in  the  position 
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of  that  which  rendered  it,  and  deprives  it  of  all  power  of 
regnlating  its  own  practice  or  modes  of  proceeding  in  the 
progress  of  a -cause  to  judgment.  If  after  its  rendition  it  i& 
declared  void  for  any  matter  which  can  be  assigned  for  error 
only  on  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  then  snch  court  not  only 
usurps  the  jurisdiction  of  an  appellate  court,  but  collaterally 
nullifies  what  such  court  is  prohibited  by  express  statute  law 
from  even  reversing.  If  the  principle  once  prevails,  that  any 
proceeding  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  can  be  declared 
to  be  a  nullity  by  any  court,  after  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal  i& 
barred  by  limitation,  every  County  Court,  or  justice  of  the  peace 
in  the  Union,  may  exercise  the  same  right,  from  which  our  own 
judgments  or  process  would  not  be  exempted.  The  only 
difference  in  this  respect  between  this  and  any  other  court  is, 
that  no  court  can  revise  our  proceedings;  but  that  difference 
disappears,  after  the  time  prescribed  for  a  writ  of  error 
or  appeal  to  revise  those  of  an  inferior  court  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  State ;  they  stand  on  the  same  footing  in  law."^ 
"The  eiTors  of  the  court  do  not  impair  their  validity,  binding 
till  reversed,  any  objection  to  their  full  effect  must  go  to  the 
authority  under  which  they  have  been  conducted.  If  not 
warranted  by  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  land,  our  most 
solemn  proceedings  can  confer  no  right  which  is  denied  to  any 
judicial  act  under  color  of  law,  which  can  properly  be  deemed  to 
have  been  done  coram  nonjvdice  ;  {hat  is,  by  pereons  assuming 
the  judicial  function  in  the  given  case  without  lawful  authority. 
The  line  which  separates  error  in  judgment  from  the  usurpation 
of  power  is  very  definite ;  and  is  precisely  that  which  denotes 
the  cases  where  a  judgment  or  decree  is  reversible  only,  by  an 
appellate  court,  or  may  be  declared  a  nullity  collaterally,  when 
it  is  offered  in  evidence  in  an  action  concerning  the  matter 
adjudicated,  or  purporting  to  have  been  so.  In  the  one  case,  it 
is  a  record  importing  absolute  verity,  in  the  other,  mere  waste 
paper;  there  can  be  no  middle  character  assigned  to  judicial 

proceedings,  which  are  irreversible  for  error."* 

. 

§  381.  Confessedly,  the  defendant  was  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court.    At  the  time  the  suit  in  question  was  com- 

1  Yoorhees  v.  Bank,  10  Pet.  449. 
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menced,  he  resided  there  with  his  family.  The  summons  was 
left  with  his  wife,  at  his  usual  place  of  abode ;  there  was  no 
-question  raised  in  this  case  that  it  was  not  so  served,  and  that  it 
was  not  his  usual  place  of  abode,  and  if  it  was  not  good  service 
of  the  process,  it  was  on  account  of  the  omission  of  the  person 
^serving  it,  to  state  in  his  return  that  the  defendant  was  not  per- 
sonally found.  But,  the  infirmity  of  this  objection  is,  that  the 
Federal  court  was  bound  to  assume,  in  absence  of  all  proof  upon 
the  subject,  that  such  service  was  actually  made — that  is,  a  ser- 
vice unaccompanied  with  this  statement  was  valid  by  the  laws 
of  Oregon.  This  is  a  presumption  de  jure^  because  the  record 
«howed  that  the  court  rendering  judgment  declared  such  service 
was  due  and  legal,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  record,  ^^  that  said 
•defendant  was  duly  served."  It  is  one  of  the  unquestionable 
prerogatives  of  every  independent  government  to  pi*escribe  the 
method  by  which  parties  interested  shall  be  apprised  of  the  pend- 
ency of  proceedings  in  its  tribunals,  and  such  method  can  be 
repudiated  and  the  adjudication  founded  thereon  can  be  invali- 
dated by  the  courts  of  other  governments,  State  or  National, 
only  where  it  is  so  plainly  inefficacious  as  a  means  of  notifica- 
tion that  its  nominal  operation  must,  in  the  main,  result  in  decis- 
ions against  persons  out  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  who  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  danger  with  which  they  are  threatened.  The 
rule  established  by  the  authorities,  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  is,  that  the  judgment  cannot  be  disregarded  in  the  collat- 
eral suit,  unless  the  notice  to  bring  the  defendant  into  court  has 
been,  on  account  of  its  inefficacy,  inconsistent  with  that  general 
canon  of  jurisprudence  which,  in  all  cases,  requires  that  a  person 
must  be  offered  a  hearing  before  his  rights  can  be  affected  by 
judicial  action.  But  it  is  undeniably  clear,  that  copy  of  process 
left  with  the  wif^  of  the  party  is  not  a  notice  of  this  character. 
It  may  be  wise  legislation  to  prescribe  that  the  server  of  the 
summons  shall  state  in  his  return  the  reason  why  he  pursued  one 
of  the  alternative  methods  of  serving  process,  in  all  cases  where 
he  does  not  serve  the  party  personally.  Or,  it  may  be  wise  leg- 
islation to  permit  personal  service  only,  and  compel  a  return  to 
be  made  before  a  copy  of  process  can  be  left  at  the  usual  place 
of  abode  of  a  defendant,  with  his  wife  or  some  adult  person  over 
the  age  of  fourteen,  but  it  would  be  altogether  extravagant  to 
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insist  that  snch  completeness  of  service  is  one  of  the  inalienable 
rights  of  men.  The  laws  of  a  State  on  this  subject  can  be  repu- 
diated bj  the  courts  of  a  sister  State  or  the  Nation,  when  they 
are  so  framed  as  to  clearlj  violate  any  of  those  fundamental 
maxims  on  which  society  rests.  It  would  seem  quite  fanciful  to 
say  that  a  law  belongs  to  such  condemned  class,  that  declares  that 
it  shall  be  a  sufficient  citation  to  a  person  sued,  to  deliver  bim  a. 
copy  of  the  sunomons  personally,  or  if  not  found  to  some  white 
person  of  hift  family  over  the  age  of  fourteen,  at  his  dwelling 
house,  or  usual  place  of  abode.  Such  a  mode  of  service  could 
scarcely,  under  auy  circumstances,  be  used  as  an  instrument  of 
fraud,  and,  in  almost  every  iustauce,  would  eJSect  its  pui-pose  of 
giving  to  the  defendant  the  requisite  information.  In  these 
cases  the  question  is  never  whether  the  citation  ordained  by  the 
foreign  law  is  of  a  character  to  commend  itself  to  the  judgment, 
but  it  is  whether,  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  designed,  it  is, 
in  substance,  entirely  nugatory.  Irregularities  in  the  service  of 
process  must  be  objected  to  before  the  court  in  which  such  pro- 
cess is  returnable,  and,  unless  they  are  so  radical  as  practically  to 
strip  the  summons  of  all  citatory  efiicacy,  they  cannot  be  allowed, 
in  any  jurisdiction,  to  have  the  effect  of  annulling  the  judg- 
ment. Any  oilier  rule  than  this  would  deprive  the  most  solemn 
decisions  of  the  highest  courts  of  other  States  of  all  their  legal 
value,  when  endeavored  to  be  enforced  extra-territorially ;  or 
when  used  in  collateral  actions  to  maintain  rights  dependent 
on  such  adjudications ;  virtually,  they  would  be  converted  into 
mere  matters  mpaisy  altogether  dependent  on  the  statements 
which  the  party  served  with  process  might  make  with  respect  to 
possible  imformalities  occurring  at  the  time  of  the  service  of 
such  process.'"  No  irregularity  in  the  service  of  process  unless 
such  as  deprived  it  of  all  citatory  effect  is  available  against  the 
judgment  ensuing  upon  such  process."  So,  where  the  record 
shows  the  service  of  a  summons,  actual  or  constructive,  or  where 
the  judgment  shows  that  the  parties  appeared,  or  that  due  notice 
was  given,  the  judgment  is  eouclusive  until  reversed  or  vacated 
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by  Bome  direct  proceeding.  It  cannot  be  assailed  in  a  collateral 
proceeding,  merely  because  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  prelim- 
inary steps  to  be  taken  in  the  inception  of  the  action  is  not  fonnd 
on  file.* 

The  doctrine  is  that  the  court  where  there  is  no  appearance 
is  bound  to  decide  whether  the  defendant  had  legal  notice  of  the 
pendency  of  the  action/  before  it  can  render  a  valid  judgment 

§  382.  The  rule  applied  by  the  majority  of  the  Supreme 
court  in  the  Settlomeier  case  is,  we  think,  a  wide  departure  from 
long  established  and  well  settled  principles ;  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  long  line  of  authorities,  any  number  of  which  are 
cited  in  this  work,  and  which  it  would  be  useless  to  repeat  here, 
it  has  set  aside  principles  so  firmly  imbedded  in  the  law  of  funda- 
mentals that  they  have  never  yet  been  questioned  by  any  tribu- 
nal. The  maxim,  Orn/niapraesumuntur  rite  et  solemniter  esse  acta^ 
by  this  decision,  has  virtually  no  application  to  judgments  of 
courts  of  general  or  superior  jurisdiction.  The  decision  in  the 
Settlemeier  case  emanating  from  the  highest  tribunal  in  the 
Nation,  much  more  time  has  been  devoted  in  endeavoring  to 
show  its  wide  departure  from  principle  than  if  the  decision  had 
been  rendered  by  a  State  court,  and  its  effect  limited  to  that  one 
State. 

§  383.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr. 
Justice  Field,  say  :  "  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  a  superior  court 
of  general  jurisdiction,  proceeding  within  the  general  scope  of 
its  powere,  is  presumed  to  act  rightly.  All  intendments  of  law 
in  such  cases  are  in  favor  of  its  acts.  It  is  presumed  to  have 
jurisdiction  to  give  the  judgment  it  renders  until  the  contrary 
appears.  And  this  presumption  embraces  jurisdiction  not  only 
of  the  cause  or  subject  matter  of  the  action  in  which  the  judg- 


^  Farmer's  Ins.  Co.  v.  Higbsmith, 
44  Iowa,  880;  Woodburry  v.  Maguire, 
42  Iowa,  889;  Lyon  v.  Vanatta,  85 
Iowa,  525. 

•Dowell  V.  Lahr,  77  Ind.  146; 
Reilly  y.  Lancaster,  89  Cal.  854;  Mo 
Oarslcy  v.  Fulton,  44  Cal.  854;  Kxug 
V.  Davit.  89  Ind.  809;  Oppenheim  v. 
By.  Ca,  85  Ind.  471;  Baird  v.  HaU 


70  Ind.  469;  Dequindre  ▼.  Williams, 
81  Ind.  444;  Spalding  v.  Baldwin,  81 
Ind.  376;  McAIpine  v.  Sweetzcr,  76 
Ind.  78;  Uelphenstine  v.  Bank.  65  Ind. 
582;  S.  C,  82  Am.  R  86;  Pressler  v. 
Turner,  57  Ind.  56;  Stout  v.  Woods, 
79  Ind.  108;  Hume  v.  Conduit t,  76 
Ind.  598;  Suelson  v.  State,  16  Ind.  29; 
Fans  V.  Reynolds,  70  Ind.  859. 


Judgments  of  Inferior  Courts.  447 

ment  is  given,  but  of  the  parties  also.  The  former  will  gener- 
ally appear  from  the  character  of  the  judgment,  and  will  be 
determined  bj  the  law  creating  the  court  or  prescribing  its  gen- 
eral powers.  The  latter  should  regularly  appear  by  evidence  in 
the  record  of  service  of  process  npon  the  defendant  or  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  action.  But  when  the  former  exists  the  latter 
will  be  presumed." 

§  384.  '^  The  presumptions,  which  the  law  implies  in  support 
of  the  judgments  of  superior  courts  of  general  jurisdiction,  only 
arise  with  respect  to  jurisdictional  facts  concerning  which  the 
record  is  silent.  Presumptions  are  only  indulged  to  supply  the 
absence  of  evidence  or  averments  respecting  the  facts  presumed. 
They  have  no  place  for  consideration  when  the  evidence  is  dis- 
closed or  the  averment  is  made.  When,  therefore,  the  record 
states  the  evidence  or  makes  an  averment  with  reference  to  a 
jurisdictional  fact,  it  will  be  understood  to  speak  the  truth  on 
that  point,  ^nd  it  will  not  be  presumed  that  there  was  other  or 
different  evidence  respecting  the  fact,  or  that  the  fact  was  other- 
wise than  as  averred.  If,  for  example,  it  appears  from  the  return 
of  the  oflBcer,  or  the  proof  otservice  contained  in  the  record,  that 
the  summons  was  served  at  a  particular  place,  and  there  is  no 
avetment  of  any  other  service,  it  will  not  be  presumed  that 
service  was  also  made  at  another  and  different  place ;  or  if  it 
appear  in  like  manner  that  the  service  was  made  upon  a  person 
other  than  the  defendant,  it  will  not  be  presumed,  in  the  silence 
of  the  record,  that  it  was  made  upon  the  defendant  also.  Were 
not  this  so,  it  would  never  be  possible  to  attack  collaterally  the 
judgment  of  a  superior  courf,  although  a  want  of  jurisdiction 
might  be  apparent  upon  its  face ;  the  answer  to  the  attack  would 
always  be  that,  notwithstanding  the  evidence  or  the  averment 
the  necessary  facts  to  support  the  judgment  are  presumed." 

"  The  presumptions  indulged  in  support  of  the  judgments  of 
superior  courts  of  general  jurisdiction  are  also  limited  to  jurisdic- 
tion over  persons  within  their  territorial  limits,  persons  who  can 
be  reached  by  their  process,  and  also  over  proceedings  which  are 
in  accordance  with  the  course  of  the  common  law." 

§  385.  "  The  tribunals  of  one  State  have  no  jurisdiction  over 
the  persons  of  other  States  unless  found  within  their  territorial 
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limits ;  they  cannot  extend  their  process  into  other  States,  and 
any  attempt  of  the  kind  woald  be  treated  in  every  other  forum 
as  an  act  of  nsarpation  without  any  binding  efficacy.  '  The 
authority  of  every  judicial  tribunal,  and  the  obligation  to  obey 
it,  are  circumscribed  by  the  limits  of  the  territory  in  which  it  is 
established/^  '  The  courts  of  a  State,  however  general  may  be 
their  jurisdiction,  are  necessarily  confined  to  the  territorial  limits 
of  the  State.'  Their  process  cannot  be  executed  beyond  those 
limits ;  and  any  attempt  to  act  upon  persons  or  things  beyond 
them  would  be  deemed  a  usurpation  of  foreign  sovereigaty, 
not  justified  or  acknowledged  by  the  law  of  nations.  Even  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  Englaxul,  though  a  court  of  general 
jurisdiction,  never  imagined  that  it  could  serve  process  in  Scot- 
land, Ireland  or  the  colonies,  to  compel  an  appearance,  or  justify 
a  judgment  against  persons  residing  therein  at  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  the  suit.  This  results  from  the  general  prin- 
ciple that  a  court  created  within  and  for  a  particular  territory  is 
bounded  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  by  the  limits  of  such  terri- 
tory. It  matters  not  whether  it  be  a  kingdom,  a  state,  a  county, 
or  a  city,  or  other  local  district.  If  jt  be  the  former,  it  is  neces- 
sarily bounded  and  limited  by  the  sovereigiity  of  the  government 
itself,  which  cannot  be  extra-territorial;  if  the  latter,  then  the 
judicial  interpretation  is,  that  the  sovereign  has  chosen  to  assign 
this  special  limit,  short  of  his  general  authority.'"  "  Such  is  the 
familiar,  reasonable  and  just  piineiple  of  the  law  of  nations';  and 
it  is  scarcely  supposable  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
designed  to  abrogate  it  between  States  which  were  to  remain  aa 
independent  of  each  other,  for  all  bukt  national  purpoAea^  as  they 
were'  before  the  devolution..  Certainly  it  was  not  intended  to 
legitimate  an  assumption  of  extra-territorial  jurisdiction  which 
would  would  confound  all  distinctive  principles  of  separate  sov- 
ereignty."' 

§  386.  "  Whenever,  therefore,  it  appears  from  the  inspection 
of  the  record  of  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction  that  the  defendant 
against  whom  a  personal  judgment  or  decree  is  rendered,  was,  at 
the  time  of  the  alleged  service,  without  the  territorial  limits  of 

'  Burge,  CommenlarieB  on  Ck)loiiial        *  Picquet  v.  Bwan,  5  Mason,  40. 
and  Foreign  Law,  1044.  "    •  Steel  v.  Smith.  7  W,  &  S.  451. 
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the  court,  and  thus  beyond  the  reach  of  its  process,  and  that  he 
never  appeared  iu  the  action,  the  presumption  of  jurisdiction 
over  his  person  ceases,  and  the  harden  of  establishing  the  juris- 
diction is  cast  upon  the  party  who  invokes  the  benefit  or  protec- 
tion of  the  judgment  or  decree/  It  is  a  rule  as  old  as  the  law, 
and  never  more  to  be  respected  than  now,  that  no  one  shall  be 
personally  bound  until  he  has  had  his  day  in  court,  by  which  is 
meant,  until  he  has  been  duly  cited  to  appear,  and  has  been 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  Judgment  without  such 
citation  and  opportunity  wants  all  the  attributes  of  a  judicial 
determination ;  it  is  judicial  usurpation  and  oppression,  and  never 
can  be  upheld  where  justice  is  justly  administered.'' 

§  387.  **  When,  therefore,  by  legislation  of  a  State  con- 
structive service  of  process  by  publication  is  substituted  in  place 
of  personal  citation,  and  the  court  upon  such  service  is  authorized 
to  proceed  against  the  pei*8on  of  au  absent  party,  not  a  citizen  of 
the  State  nor  found  within  it,  every  principle  of  justice  exacts  a 
strict  and  literal  compliance  with  the  statutory  provisions.  It  may 
be  doubted  if  a  case  can  be  found  which  sanctions  anv  intend- 
ment  of  jurisdiction  over  the  person  of  the  defendant  when  the 
same  is  to  be  acquired  by  a  special  statutory  mode  without 
personal  service  of  process.  If  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the 
defendant  is  to  be  acquired  by  publication  of  the  summons  in 
lieu  of  personal  service,  the  mode  prescribed  must  be  strictly 
pursued."* 

^^  But  it  is  said  that  the  court  exercises  the  same  functions 
and  the  same  power  whether  the  service  be  made  upon  the 
defendant  peraonally  or  by  publication,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
same  presumption  of  jurisdiction  should  attend  the  judgment  of 
the  court  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  This  reasoning  would 
abolish  the  distinction  in  the  presumptions  of  law  when  applied 
to  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction,  acting 
within  the  scope  of  its  general  powers,  and  when  applied  to  its 
proceedings  had  under  special  statutory  authority.     And,  indeed, 

^  Galpin   v.    Page,  18   Wall.  866;     v.  Chambers,  63  Cal.  685. 
Osgood v.BIackmore, 6901. 261; Bots-        'Jordan    v.    Giblin,  12   Cal.   100; 
ford  V.  O'Connor,  67  IlL  72;  Belcher     Ricketson  v.  Richardson,  96  Cal.  140; 

McMinn  y.  Wbeelan,  27  CaL  800. 

Vol.  L— 5 


460  The  Law  op  Estoppel. 

it  is  contended  that  there  is  no  substantial  ground  for  any 
distinction  in  such  cases.  The '  distinction,  nevertheless,  has 
long  been  made  by  courts  of  the  highest  character,  both  in  this 
country  and  in  England,  and  we  had  supposed  that  its  existence 
was  not  open  to  discussion.  However  high  the  authority  to 
whom  a  special  statutory  power  is  delegated,  we  must  take  care 
that  in  the  exercise  of  it  the  facts  giving  jurisdiction  plainly 
appear,  and  that  the  terms  of  the  statute  are  complied  with. 
This  rule  applies  equally  to  an  order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  as 
to  any  order  of  Petty  Sessions."' 

^'  The  qualification  here  made,  that  the  special  powers  con- 
ferred are  not  exercised  according  to  the  course  of  the  common 
law,  is  important.*  When  the  special  powers  conferred  are  brought 
into  action  according  to  the  course  of  that  law,  that  is,  in  the 
usual  form  of  common  law  and  chancery  proceedings,  by 
regular  process  and  personal  service,  where  a  personal  judgment 
or  decree  is  asked,  or  by  seizure  or  attachment  of  the  property 
where  a  judgment  in  rem  is  sought,  the-  same  presumption  of 
jurisdiction  will  usually  attend  the  judgments  of  the  court  us  in 
cases  falling  within  its  general  powers.'  But  where  the  special 
powers  conferred  are  exercised  in  a  special  manner,  not  accord- 
ing to  the  course  of  the  common  law,  or  where  the  general 
powers  of  the  court  are  exercised  over  a  class  not  within  its 
ordinary  jurisdiction  upon  the  performance  of  prescribed  condi- 
tions, no  such  presumption  of  jurisdiction  will  attend  the 
judgment  of  the  court.  The  facts  essential  to  the  exercise  of 
the  special  jurisdiction  must  appear  in  such  cases  upon  the 
record."* 

§  388.  "  The  extent  of  the  special  jurisdiction  and  the  con- 
ditions of  its  exercise  over  subjects  or  persons  necessarily  depend 
upon  the  terms  in  which  the  jurisdiction  is  granted,  and  not 
upon  the  rank  of  the  court  upon  which  it  is  conferred.  Such 
jurisdiction  is  not,  therefore,  the  less  to  be  strictly  pursued 
because  the  same  court  may  possess  over  other  subjects  or  other 
persons  a  more  extended  and  general  jurisdiction.     The  incon- 

»  Christie   v.    Unwin,    8   Perry  &        « Harvey  ▼.  Tyler,  2  Wall.  832. 
Davison,  208.  *  Galpin  v.  Page,.  18  WaU.  868. 

•  Morse  v.  Presby,  25  N.  H.  803 
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veniencea  which  may  occasionally  result  from  this  coarse  of 
decision  are  more  than  compensated  by  the  lesson  which  it 
teaches,  that  from  whatever  source  power  may  come  it  will  fail 
of  effect  when  unaccompanied  by  right."^ 

§  389.  Whenever  a  party  seeks  the  aid  of  a  court  of  jus- 
tice to  enforce  his  rights,  and  submits  his  case  and  objec- 
tions to  the  decision  of  a  court,  and  invites  it  to  decide  upon 
them,  and  makes  no  objection  to  the  jurisdiction  until  after  the 
court  has  heard  and  adjudicated,  he  is  estopped  from  subsequently 
objecting  to  its  decision  and  the  proceedings  taken  thereon.* 
Thus,  one  who  petitions  a  c6urt  for  appointment  as  a  guardian 
or  administrator,  and  has  acted  as  such,  cannot,  when  sued,  deny 
the  power  of  the  court  to  make  the  appointment.*  So,  where  a 
pai*ty  is  served  with  notice  to  appear,  and  defend  an  action  com- 
menced agaipst  him,  and  for  defects  in  the  service  or  irregularity 
a  court  would  have  no  jurisdiction  over  him,  and  he  appears  and 
pleads  to  the  merits,  or  files  a  motion  for  security  for  costs,  he  is 
estopped  from  afterwards  questioning  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  on  the  ground  of  the  insuflSciency  of  the  writ.  So,  a 
general  appearance  by  the  defendant  estops  him  from  pleading 
any  defect  in  the  service.  Thus,  where  a  summons  was  served 
on  the  agent  of  a  corporation,  and  by  sending  a  copy  through  the 
post-office  directed  to  the  manager,  secretary,  etc.,  at  the  com- 
pany's office,  an  appearance  was  entered  for  the  company  and 
judgment  rendered  against  it.  The  judgment  was  held  valid, 
and  a  plea  alleging  the  absence  of  sufficient  service  is  bad.^  If  a 
court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter,  and  a  party  has 
«ome  privilege  which  exempts  him  from  the  jurisdiction,  he  may 
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waive  the  privilege,  and  cannot  thereafter  qaestion  the  jadg* 
ment.' 

§  390.  Judgments  of  any  conrt  may  be  impeached  by  strange 
era  to  them,  for  fraud  or  collusion,  but  the  proposition  as  stated 
is  subject  to  certain  limitations,  as  it  is  only  those  strangers  who, 
if  the  judgment  is  given  full  credit  and  effect,  would  be  preju- 
diced in  regard  to  some  pre-existing  right,  who  are  permitted  to 
sot  up  such  a  defense.  Defenses  of  the  kind  may  be  set  up  by 
such  strangers.  Hence  the  rule  that  whenever  a  judgment  or 
decree  is  procured  through  the  fraud  of  either  of  the  parties,  or 
by  the  collusion  of  both,  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  some 
third  person,  such  third  person  may  escape  from  the  injury  thus 
attempted,  by  showing,  even  in  a  collateral  proceeding,  the  fraud 
or  collusion  by  which  the  judgment  was  obtained.'  Third 
persons  only,  however,  can  set  up  such  a  defense.  Neither 
the  parties,  nor  those  entitled  to  manage  the  cause  or  to  appeal 
from  the  judgment,  or  their  privies,  are  permitted  to  make 
such  defense  in  any  collateral  issue.'  Thus,  a  judgment  may  be 
impeached  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  it  was  procured  by 
the  debtor  for  the  pui^pose  of  avoiding  the  operation  of  the 
Bankrupt  Act.  Evidence  for  that  purpose  is  admissible  to  show 
— (1)  That  it  was  procured  within  four  months  prior  to  filing 
the  petition  in  bankruptcy,  and  with  a  view  of  giving  the  plaint- 
iff a  preference  over  the  other  creditors.  (2)  That  the  debtor 
was  insolvent  at  the  time.  (3)  That  tlie  plaintiff  had  at  the 
time  reasonable  cause  to  believe  tliat  the  defendant  was  insolvent. 
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and  that  he  procured  the  judgment  to  give  the  plaintiff  such  a 
preference/  Oompetent  evidence  is  admiasible  to  prove  those 
factSy  but  a  judgment  is  no  more  liable  to  collateral  impeach- 
ment in  proceedings  under  the  Bankrupt  Act,  except  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  judgment  in  question  was 
designed  as  a  means  of  avoiding  the  equal  distribution  of  the 
debtor's  estate  among  his  creditors  than  it  is  to  such  impeach- 
ment in  the  courts  where  it  was  rendered.*  A  judgment 
on  a  demand  allowed  cannot  be  collaterally  brought  into 
•question.  No  objection  can  be  taken  to  it  unless  the  want 
of  jurisdiction  appears  on  the  face  of  the  proceeding;  its 
allowance,  unless  appealed  from,  is  like  a  judgment  res  adjudi- 
•eatay  and  such  judgment  cannot  be  questioned  for  error  or  irreg- 
ularity. In  Rhode  Island  the  probate  of  a  will  by  the  proper 
probate  court  of  the  State  is  conclusive  upon  the  question  of  the 
validity  of  a  will  to  pass  real  estate.  In  Massachusetts  it  has 
been  repeatedly  held  that  if  a  court  of  probate  assumes  a  power 
which  has  not  been  conferred  upon  it,  or  departs  from  the  course 
prescribed  by  law  in  exercising  the  powers  conferred  upon  it, 
its  decree  will  not  only  be  erroneous,  but  wholly  destitute  of 
validity,  and  may  be  treated  as  a  nullity  in  any  collateral  pro- 
ceeding in  which  the  question  arises,'  and  this  seems  to  be  the 
well-settled  rule  in  all  the  States. 

§  391.  It  is  a  well  settled  principle  of  equity  that  fraud  viti- 
ates all  transactions  even  the  most  solemn,  and  judgments  are  not 
beyond  attack  on  this  ground.*  But  judgments  are  impeachable 
for  those  frauds  only  which  are  extrinsic  to  the  merits  of  the  case, 
and  by  which  the  court  has  been  imposed  upon  or  misled  into  a 
false  judgment.  They  are  not  impeachable  for  frauds  relating  to 
the  merits  between  the  parties.     All  mistakes  and  errors  must  be 
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corrected  from  within,  by  motion  for  a  new  trial,  or  to  re-open 
the  judgment,  or  by  appeal.  In  the  language  of  De  Grey,  Chief 
Justice,  '^  If  the  judgment  is  a  direct  and  decisive  sentence  upon 
the  point,  and,  as  it  stands,  to  be  admitted  as  conclasive  evidence 
upon  the  court,  and  not  to  be  impeached  from  within^  yet  like 
all  other  acts  of  the  highest  judicial  authority,  it  is  impeachable 
from  withovit.  Although  it  is  not  permitted  to  show  that  the 
court  was  mistaken,  it  may  be  shown  that  they  were  misled. 
Fraud  is  an  extrinsic  collateral  act,  which  vitiates  the  most 
solemn  proceeding,  of  courts  of  justice."*  "  The  fraud,"  says 
the  Court  of  Appeals  of  New  York,  "  which  will  justify  equit- 
able interference  in  setting  aside  a  judgment  or  decree,  must  be 
actual  and  positive,  not  merely  constructive ;  it  must  be  fraud 
occurring  in  the  conception  or  procurement  of  the  judgment  or 
decree,  which  was  not  known  to  the  party  at  the  time,  and  for 
not  knowing  which  he  is  not  chargeable  with  negligence.' 

§  392.  Judgments  cannot  be  reviewed  or  defeated  by  a  court 
of  equity  upon  any  suggestion  that  the  court  rendering  such 
udgment  misapprehended  the  law,  or  was  mistaken  as  to  the 
evidence  before  it,  even  if  that  consisted  of  fabricated  papers 
supported  by  'perjured  testimony.  When  the  very  questions 
presented  by  a  bill  in  equity  (asking  relief  from  such  judgment) 
were  necessarily  involved  in  the  proceedings  before  the  court  at 
law,  and  the  credibility  of  the  testimony  oflfered  was  a  matter 
there  considered  ;  thus,  whether  a  deed,  note  or  contract  pro- 
duced by  the  plaintiflf  was  genuine,  and  the  claim  arising  tliere- 
from  entitles  the  party  to  the  relief  demanded  are  the  points  at 
issue ;  the  defendant  denies  the  validity  of  the  instrument 
sued  upon,  averring  that  the  instrument  was  not  executed  by 
him,  or  that  the  plaintiff  fraudulently  obtained  it,  or  any  other 
defense,  the  gist  of  which  is  fraud.  The  bona  Jides  of  the 
transaction,  the  execution  of  the  papei-s,  or  the  fraud  is  the 
matter  sub  judice,  cannot  be  established,  and  the  relief  asked 
for  by  the  plaintiflE  granted  him,  except  by  evidence  satis- 
factory to  the  court,  that  there  was  no  one  of  the  defenses 
set  up,  valid  or  sustained   by  proof.     In  such  a  case,  the  com- 

>  Duchess  of  Kingston's   Case,  20        »  Ross  v.  Wood,  70  N.  Y.  8;  Amador 
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plainant  cannot  induce  a  court  of  equity  to  afford  bim  the 
relief  prayed  for  by  his  bill,  by  invoking  the  doctrine  that 
fraud  vitiates  all  transactions,  even  the  most  solemn,  and  that 
courts  of  equity  will  set  aside  or  enjoin  the  enforcement  of 
the  most  formal  judgment  when  obtained  by  a  fraud.  ^'  The 
doctrine  of  equity  in  this  respect  is  not  questioned  ;  it  is  a 
doctrine  of  the  highest  value  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
and  its  assertion  in  proper  cases  is  essential  to  any  remedial 
system  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  society,  bnt  it  cannot  be 
invoked  to  reopen  a  case  in  which  the  same  matter  has  been 
once  tried,  or  so  put  in  issue  between  the  parties  that  it  might 
have  been  tried.  The  judgment  rendered  in  such  case  is  itself 
the  highest  evidence  that  the  alleged  fraud  did  not  exist,  and 
estops  the  parties  from  asserting  the  contrary.  It  is  afterwards 
mere  assumption  to  say  that  the  fraud  was  perpetrated.  The 
judgment  has  settled  the  matter  otherwise ;  it  is  reBJudioataP 

%  393.  The  frauds  for  which  a  bill  to  set  aside  a  judgment  or 
a  decree  between  the  same  parties,  rendered  by  a  court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction,  will  be  sustained,  are  those  which  are  extrinsic 
or  collateral  to  the  matter  tried,  and  not  a  fraud  which  was  in 
issue  in  the  former  suit.  The  cases  where  snch  relief  has  been 
granted  are  those  in  which,  by  fraud  or  deception  practiced  upon 
the  party  seeking  relief  against  the  judgment  or  decree,  he  has 
been  prevented  from  presenting  all  of  his  case  to  the  court,  by 
reason  of  which  there  has  never  been  a  real  contest  before  the 
court  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  suit.^ 

§  394.  All  litigants  are  equally  entitled  to  justice  from  the 
tribunals  of  the  country  ;  they  have  equally  a  right  to  an  impar- 
tial judge ;  they  can  claim  equal  opportunities  of  producing  their 
testimony  and  presenting  their  case,  and  they  can  equally  have 
the  advocacy  of  counsel.  Whenever  one  party  by  any  contrivance 
prevents  his  adversary  from  having  this  equality  with  him  before 
the  courts,  he  commits  a  fraud  upon  public  justice,  winch,  result- 
ing in  private  injury,  may  be  the  ground  of  equitable  relief 
against  the  judgment  recovered.  Thus,  if,  through  his  instru- 
mentality, the  witnesses  of  his  adversary  be  forcibly  detained  from 

>  United  States  v.  Throckmorton,  98  U.  S.  ei. 
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the  court,  or  bribed  to  disobey  its  sabpodua,  or  the  teBtitnony  of 
his  adversary  be  secreted  or  purloined,. or  if  the  citation  to  him 
be  given  under  such  circumstances  as  to  defeat  its  purpose,  a 
fraud  is  committed,  for  which  relief  will  be  granted  by  a  court 
of  equity,  if  it  produce  injury  to  the  innocent  party.  Any  con- 
duct of  the  kind  mentioned  would  tend  to  prevent  a  fair  frial  on 
the  merits,  and  thus  to  deprive  the  innocent  party  of  his  rights. 
So,  if  a  judge  sit  when  disqualified  from  ipterest  or  consanguinity ; 
if  the  litigation  be  collusive ;  if  the  parties  be  fictitious ;  if  real 
parties  affected  are  falsely  stated  to  be  before  the  court,  the 
judgment  recovered  may  be  set  aside,  or  its  enforcement 
restrained,  for  in  all  these  cases  there  would  be  the  want  of  the 
judicial  impartiality  or  the  actual  litigation  which  is  essential  to 
a  valid  judicial  determination.  To  every  such  case  the  words  of 
the  jurist  would  be  applicable  ;  yia^^  non  Jtcdiciumy  hoc  est; 
in  acena^  non  in  for o^  res  agitur.  The  credibility  of  testimony 
given  in  a  case,  bearing  upon  the  issue,  is  not  an  extrinsic 
collateral  act,  but  is  a  matter  involved  in  the  consideration  of  the 
merits  ;  and  the  introduction  of  false  testimony,  known  or  shown 
to  be  60,  does  not  affect  the  validity  of  the  judgment  rendered."' 

§  395.  "  In  every  litigated  case  where  the  interests  involved 
are  large  there  is  generally  conflicting  evidence.  Witnesses  look- 
ing at  the  same  transaction  from  different  standpoints  give  differ- 
ent accounts  of  it.  The  statements  of  some  are  unconsciously 
affected  by  their  wishes,  hopes  or  prejudices.  Some,  from  de- 
fective recollection,  will  blend  what  they  themselves  saw  or 
heard  with  what  thev  have  received  from  the  narration  of 
others.  Uncertainty  as  to  the  truth  in  a  contested  case  will  thus 
arise  from  the  imperfection  of  human  testimony.  In  addition 
to  tliis  source  of  uncertainty  may  be  added  the  possibility  of 
the  perjury  of  witnesses  and  the  fabrication  of  documents.     The 

>  Hillsborough  v.  Nichols,  46  N.  H.  Steinman,   1    Met.    204;    Bateman  v. 

379;  Dunlap  v.  Glidden,  81  Me.  485;  Willoe,  1  8ch.  &  L.  204;  Bparhawk  v. 

Eyres   v.   Sedgwick,   Cro.   Jac.   601;  Wills,  6  Gray,  428;  Bigelow  v.  WlBSor, 

Lyford  v.   Demerit,   82    N.   H.   234;  1  Gray,  801;  Phillips  v.  Hunter,  2  H. 

McRae  v.  Mattoon,  13  Pick.  53;  Greene  Bl.  415;  Christniaa  v.  Russell,  7  Wall. 

V.   Greene,   2   Gray,   861;    Fuller   v.  290;  Michaels  v.  Post,  21  Wall  898; 
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<;upiditj  of  some  and  the  corrnption  of  othere  may  lead  to  tbe 
use  of  the  culpable  means  of  gaining  a  cause.  "  But  every  liti« 
gant  enters  upon  the  trial  of  a  cause  knowing  not  merely  the 
uncertainty  of  human  testimony  when  honestly  given,  but  that, 
if  he  has  an  unscrupulous  antagonist,  he  may  have  to  encounter 
fraud  of  this  character.  He  takes  the  chances  of  establishing  his 
case  by  opposing  testimony,  and  by  subjecting  his  opponent's 
witnesses  to  the  scrutiny  of  a  certain  cross-examination.  The 
case  is  not  the  less  tried  on  its  merits,  and  the  judgment  ren- 
<lered  is  none  the  less  conclusive,  by  reason  of  the  false  testi- 
mony produced.  Thus,  if  an  action  be  brought  upon  a  promis- 
sory note,  and  issue  be  joined  on  its  execution,  and  judgment  go 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  there  is  no  appeal,  or  if  an  appeal  be  taken 
and  the  judgment  be  affirmed,  the  judgment  is  conclusive  be- 
tween the  parties,  although,  in  fact,  the  note  may  have  been 
forged  and  the  witnesses  who  proved  its  execution  may  have 
committed  perjury  in  their  testimony.  The  rules  of  evidence, 
the  cross  examination  of  witnesses,  and  the  fear  of  criminal 
prosecution  with  the  production  of  counter-testimony,  constitute 
the  only  security  afforded  by  law  to  litigants  in  such  cases.  A 
-court  of  equity  could  not  afterward  interfere  upon  an  allegation 
oi  the  forgery  and  false  testimony,  for  that  would  be  to  re -open 
the  case  to  a  trial  upon  the  j^xecution  of  the  note,  which  had 
already  been  9ub  judice  and  passed  into  judgment.  In  all  the 
cases  extrinsic  collateral  aits  of  fraud  will  be  found  to  constitute 
the  grounds  upon  which  a  court  of  equity  has  acted.  And  on 
principle  it  must  be  so,  for  if  the  merits  of  a  case  could  be  a  sec- 
ond time  examined  by  a  new  suit,  upon  a  suggestion  of  false 
testimony,  documentary  or  oral,  in  the  first  case,  there  would  be 
no  end  to  litigation.  The  greater  the  interests  involved  in  a 
suit  the  severer  generally  the  contention ;  and  in  the  majority  of 
€uch  cases  the  recovery  of  judgment  would  be  the  occasion  of  a 
new  suit  to  vacate  it  or  restrain  its  enforcement.  If  the  present 
bill  could  be  sustained  upon  the  grounds  alleged,  and  we  should 
set  aside  the  decree  of  the  District  Court,  a  new  bill  might  years 
hence  be  filed  to  annul  our  judgment  and  re-instate  the  original 
decree  on  the  same  ground  urged  in  this  case,  that  fabricated 
papers  and  false  testimony  had  been  used  before  us,  which 
eluded  the  scrutiny  of  the  counsel  and  escaped  our  detection. 
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Of  course,  under  such  a  system  of  procedure,  the  settlement  of 
land  titles  in  the  State  would  be  postponed  ^indefinitely,  and  the 
industry  and  improvement  which  requires  for  their  growth  the 
assured  possession  of  land,  would  be  greatly  paralyzed," 

§  396.  "  It  is  in  effect  contended  that  where  a  party  has  been 
porced  to  commence  a  suit  to  establish  the  genuineness  of  a 
document,  and  the  suit  is  tried  on  that  issne,  his  adversary  may 
omit  to  bring  forward  proofs  of  its  fraudulent  character,  which 
care  in  his  own  possession,  and  which,  by  reasonable  diligence,  he 
might  have  produced ;  and  afterwards,  when  judgment  has  gone 
against  him,  may  ask  a  court  of  equity  to  set  aside  that  judgment 
and  retry  the  same  issue,  not  on  the  ground  of  newly  discovered 
evidence,  which  could  not  by  reasonable  diligence  have  been  pro- 
cured, nor  on  the  ground  of  fraud  practiced  in  the  course  of  the 
proceedings,  but  on  the  allegation  that  the  document  adjudged 
to  be  genuine,  was  in  fact  fraudulent,  and  that  he  believed  in 
and  was  misled  by. the  assertion  of  its  genuineness  made  by  his 
antagonist.  And  further,  that  this  belief  in  the  assertions  of  his 
adversai*y  should  excuse  him  for  his  laches  in  not  producing 
proofs  of  the  fraud  in  his  own  possession  on  the  trial  of  the  suit 
which  he  has  himself  compelled  his  adversary  to  bring  to  deter- 
mine that  very  issue.  A  statement  of  this  position  is  its  own 
refutation.  It  is  believed  that  a  bill  to  set  aside  a  final  judgment 
and  to  obtain  a  new  trial  on  such  grounds,  and  with  such  an 
excuse  for  laches,  would  be  dismissed  by  a  court  of  equity  with- 
out hesitation." 

"  But,  conceding  the  jurisdiction,  the  matter  is  res  adjudi- 
Cdta  under  the  ordinary  rules  of  law.  The  difficulty  cannot  be 
avoided  by  saying  that  the  subject  matter  now  involved  isfratidy 
and  fraud  vitiates  all  proceedings  ;  for  the  fraud  relied  on,  when 
we  come  to  the  substance  of  the  cases  presented,  consists  in  pre- 
senting and  maintaining  fraudulent  grants,  without  disclosing  ike 
falsity  of  the  claim  to  the  adverse  party  ;  but  that  is  the  very 
fraud  before  in  issue,  litigated  and  determined,  and  not  a  frand 
practiced  upon  the  court  in  the  course  of  the  litigation,  by  which 
a  real  litigation  was  prevented,  as  distinguished  from  the  fraud 
which  was  itself  the  subject  matter  of  the  litigation.  If  these 
bills  can  be  maintained,  it  would  be  impossible  to  present  a  case, 
wherein  a  question  of  fraud  constitutes  the  real  question  in  issue 
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litigated  between  real  parties  before  the  court,  and  determined, 
to  which  the  wholesome  doctrine  of  rea  adjudicata  would  apply. 
Under  such  a  rule,  every  case  in  which  a  false  claim  has  been 
presented,  and  the  question  of  genuineness  litigated  and  ad- 
judged, would  be  open  to  re-examination  on  the  pretense  of 
fraud,  and  there  would  be  no  end  to  litigation.  If  the  principle 
maintained  by  the  claimants  can  be  extended  to  these  cases,  the 
doctrine  of  res  adjudicata  might  as  well  be  abolished.*' 

§  397.  Fraud  will  not  vitiate  the  estoppel  of  a  judgment. 
Fraud  vitiates  the  most  solemn  contracts,  documents^  and  even 
judgments.  Many  rights  originally  founded  in  fraud  become — 
by  lapse  of  time,  by  the  diflSculty  of  proving  the  fraud,  and  by 
the  protection  which  the  law  throws  around  rights  once  estab- 
lished by  formal  judicial  proceedings  in  tribunals  established  by 
law,  according  to  the  methods  of  the  law — no  longer  open  to 
inqujry  in  the  usual  and  ordinary  methods.  Of  this  class  are 
judgments  and  decrees  of  a  court  deciding  between  parties 
before  the  court  and  subject  to  its  jurisdiction,  in  a  trial  which 
has  presented  the  claims  of  the  parties,  and  where  they  have 
received  the  consideration  of  the  court.  There  are  no  maxims 
of  the  law  more  firmly  established,  or  of  more  value  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  than  the  two  which  are  designed  to 
prevent  repeated  litigation  between  the  same  parties  in  regard 
to  the  same  subject  of  controversy,  namely,  "  interest  reipvhIiocB 
ut  dt  Jinia  litiuiriy^^  -SLud  ^^nemo  his  vexari  pro  v/na  et  eadem 
causaJ*^ 

If  the  court  has  been  mistaken  in  the  law,  there  is  a  remedy 
by  writ  of  error.  If  the  jury  has  been  mistaken  in  the  facts, 
there  is  the  same  remedy  by  motion  for  new  trial.  If  there  has 
been  evidence  discovered  since  the  trial,  a  motion  for  a  new  trial 
will  give  appropriate  relief.  All  these  are  parts  of  the  same 
proceeding,  relief  is  given  in  the  same  suit,  and  the  party  is  not 
vexed  by  another  suit  for  the  same  matter.  So,  in  a  suit  in 
chancery,  on  proper  showing  a  rehearing  is  granted.  If  the  in- 
jury complained  of  is  an  erroneous  decision,  an  appeal  to  a 
higher  court  gives  opportunity  to  correct  the  error.  And  if  new 
evidence  is  discovered  after  the  decree  has  become  final,  a  bill  of 
review  on  that  ground  may  be  filed,  within  the  rules  prescribed 
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bj  law  on  that  gubject.  These  proceedings  are  all  part  of  tho 
^ame  suit,  and  the  rale  framed  for  the  repose  of  society  ia  not 
violated. 

There  is  an  exception  to  this  rule  in  cases  where,  bj  reason 
of  something  done  by  the  successful  party  to  a  suit,  there  was  in 
fact  no  adversary  trial  or  decision  of  the  issue  in  the  case.  Where 
the  unsuccessful  party  has  been  prevented  from  exhibiting  fully 
his  case  by  fraud  or  deception  practiced  on  him  by  his  opponent, 
fls  by  keeping  him  away  from  court,  a  false  promise  of  a  com- 
promise, or  where  the  defendant  never  had  knowledge  of  the 
£uit,  being  kept  in  ignorance  by  the  acts  of  the  plaintiff,  or  where 
an  attorney  fraudulently  or  without  authority  assumes  to  repre- 
sent a  party  and  connives  at  his  defeat,  or  where  tlie  attorney 
regularly  employed  corruptly  sells  out  his  client's  interest  to  the 
other  side, — these  and  similar  cases  which  show  that  there  has 
never  been  a  real  contest  in  the  trial  or  hearing  of  the  case,  are 
reasons  for  which  a  new  suit  may  be  sustained  to  set  aside  and 
annul  the  former  judgment  or  decree,  and  open  the  case* for  a 
new  and  a  fair  hearing.' 

The  frauds  for  which  courts  of  equity  will  interfere  to  set 
aside  or  stay  the  enforcement  of  a  judgment  of  a  court,  having 
jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter  and  the  parties,  must  consist  of 
extrinsic  collateral  acts,  not  involved  in  the  consideration  of  the 
merits.  They  must  be  acts  by  which  the  successful  party  has 
prevented  his  adversary  from  presenting  the  merits  of  his  case, 
or  by  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  has  been  imposed 
upon.  A  decree  may  be  avoided  by  showing  that  it  was  ob- 
tained by  fraud.  But  this  must  be  fraud  in  its  concoction,  such 
as  corruption  of  the  court,  collusion  between  the  parties,  or  other 
circumstances  which  would  show,  that  what  seemed  a  decree  was 
in  fact  no  decree ;  that  it  was  fahvla  non  judicium.^  In  a  late 
case,  where  the  question  of  fraud  was  before  the  court,  the  court 
said  :  '^  We  have  thought  it  right  and  due  to  the  defendants  to 
go  through  the  allegations  made  against  them  ;  and  their  counsel, 
in  fact,  scarcely  asked  for  any  judgment,  except  ofie  based  on 

*  Pierce  v.   Olney,  20   Cono.   544;     Lowry,  1  Johns.  Ch.  821;  De  Louis  ▼. 
Weirick  v.  De  Zory,  7  111.  888;  Kent     Meek.  2  Iowa,  65. 
V.  Richards,  8  Md.  Ch.  896;  Smith  v.         '  United  States  v.  Flint,  U  S.  Giro. 
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their  acquittal  of  the  frand  charged  again-t  them.  But  we  must 
not  forget  that  there  is  a  very  grave  general  question  of  far  more 
importance  than  the  question  between  the  parties  to  these  suits. 
Assuming  all  the  alleged  falsehood  and  fraud  to  have  been  sub- 
stantiated, is  such  a  suit  as  the  present  sustainable  ?  That  ques- 
tion would  require  very  grave  consideration  indeed  before  it  is 
answered  in  the  aflSrmative.  Where  is  litigation  to  end,  if  a 
judgment  obtained  in  an  action  fought  out  adversely  between 
two  litigants,  sui  juris  and  at  arm's  length,  could  be  set  aside 
by  a  fresh  action  on  the  ground  that  perjury  had  been  committed 
in  the  first  action,  or  that  false  answers  had  been  given  to  inter- 
rogatories, or  a  misleading  production  of  documents,  or  of  a 
machine,  or  of  a  process  had  been  given  ?  There  are  hundreds 
of  actions  tried  every  year  in  which  the  evidence  is  irreconcila- 
bly conflicting,  and  must  be  on  one  side  or  other  willfully  and 
corruptly  perjured.  In  this  case,  if  the  plaintiffs  had  sustained 
on  this  appeal  the  judgment  in  their  favor,  the  present  defend- 
ants in  their  turn  might  bring  a  fresh  action  to  set  that  judgment 
aside  on  the  ground  of  perjury  of  the  principal  witness  and  sub- 
ornation  of  perjury  ;  and  so  the  parties  might  go  on  alternately 
ad  infinitum.  There  is  no  distinction  in  principle  between  the 
old  common  law  action  and  the  old  chancery  suit,  and  the  court 
ought  to  pause  long  before  it  establishes  a  precedent  which  would 
or  might  make  in  numberless  cases  judgments  supposed  to  be 
final  only  the  commencement  of  a  new  series  of  actions.  Per- 
juries,  falsehoods,  frauds,  when  detected,  must  be  punished,  and 
punished  severely;  but  in  their  desire  to  prevent  parties  litigaut 
from  obtaining  any  benefit  from  such  foul  means,  the  court  must 
not  forget  the  evils  which  may  arise  from  opening  such  new 
sources  of  litigation  ;  amongst  such  evils  not  the  least  being  that 
it  would  be  certain  to  multiply  indefinitely  the  mass  of  those 
very  perjuries,  falsehoods,  and  frauds.'"  So,  that  the  mischief  of 
re-trying  every  case  in  which  the  judgment  or  decree  rendered 
on  false  testimony,  given  by  perjured  witnesses,  or  on  contracts 
or  documents  whose  genuineness  or  validity  was  in  issue,  and 
which  are  afterwards  ascertained  to  be  forged  or  fraudulent, 
would  be  greater,  by  reason  of  the  endless  nature  of  the  strife^ 

»  Flower  v.  Lloyd,  8  C.  L.  J.  415. 
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than  any  compensation  arising  from  doing  jofitice  in  individual 
cases. 

A  conrt  will  not  set  aside  a  judgment  becanse  it  was  foanded 
on  a  fraudulent  instrument,  or  perjured  evidence,  or  for  anj 
matter  which  was  actually  presented  or  considered  in  the  judg- 
ment assailed.  .  Thus,  in  a  bill  in  chancery  brought  by  an  unsuc- 
cessful party  to  a  suit  at  law,  for  a  new  trial,  which  was  at  that 
time  a  very  common  mode  of  obtaining  a  new  trial,  one  of 
the  grounds  of  the  bill  was  that  complainant  had  discovered 
since  the  trial  was  had  that  the  principal  witness  against  him 
was  a  partner  in  interest  with  the  other  side.  The  lord^keeper 
said  :  '^  New  matter  may  in  some  cases  be  ground  for  relief ;  but 
it  must  not  be  what  was  tried  before  ;  nor  when  it  consists  in 
swearing  only,  will  I  ever  grant  a  new  trial,  unless  it  appears  by 
deeds,  or  writing,  or  that  a  witness,  on  whose  testimony  the  ver- 
dict was  given,  was  convicted  of  perjury,  or  the  jury  attainted."* 
In  another  case,  a  bill  was  filed  for  a  new  trial  on  the  ground 
that  the  witness,  on  whose  testimony  the  amount  of  damages  was 
fixed,  was  suborned  by  the  plaintiff,  and  that  complainant  had 
learned  since  the  trial  that  a  fictitious  sale  of  salt  had  been  made 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  witness  to  testify  to  the  mai'ket 
price.  Chancellor  Kent  said  that  complainant  must  have  known, 
or  he  was  bound  to  know,  that  the  price  of  salt  at  the  place  of 
delivery  would  be  a  matter  of  inquiry  at  the  trial,  and  he  dis- 
missed the  bill  for  want  of  equity.  Chancery  will  not  interfere, 
though  new  evidence  has  been  discovered  since  the  trial,  which, 
if  the  party  could  have  introduced  it,  would  have  changed  the 
result.'  Equity  never  interferes  to  grant  a  trial  of  a  matter 
which  has  already  been  discussed  in  a  court  of  law;  a  matter 
capable  of  being  discussed  there,  and  over  which  the  court  of 
law  had  full  jurisdiction.  The  rule  applies  with  equal  force  to 
a  bill  to  set  aside  a  decree  in  equity  after  it  has  become  final, 
where  the  object  is  to  re-try  a  matter  which  was  in  issue  in  the 
first  case,  and  was  matter  of  actual  contest.' 


>  Tovey  v.  Young,  1  Pre,  in  Ch.  198.  tie  v.  Cole,  20  Iowa,  484;  Borland  v. 

•  Smith  V.  Lowiy,  1  Johns.  Ch.  821.  Thornton,   13    Cal.   440;   Riddle   v. 

•  Bateman  V.  Willoe,  1  Sch.  &  L.204;  Barker,  13  Cal.  296;  Railroad  Co.  v. 
Dixon  V.  Graham,  16  Iowa,  810;  Cot-  Neal,  1  Woods  C.  C.  858. 
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In  an  able  opinion'  Chief  Justice  Shaw  said  in  a  case  bj  a 
woman  against  her  husband  for  a  divorce :  The  husband  had  five 
jears  before  obtained  a  decree  of  divorce  against  the  wife,  and 
in  her  bill  she  now  alleges  that  the  former  decree  was  obtained 
by  fraud  and  collusion  and  false  testimony,  and  she  prays  that 
this  may  be  inquired  into,  and  that  decree  set  aside.  The  court 
was  of  opinion  that  this  allegation  meant  that  the  husband  col- 
luded or  combined  with  other  persons  than  complainant  to  obtain 
false  testimony  or  otherwise  to  aid  him  in  fraudulently  obtaining 
the  decree.  The  Chief  Justice  says  that  the  court  thinks  the 
point  settled  against  the  complainant  by  authority,  not  specific- 
ally in  regard  to  divorce,  but  generally  as  to  the  conclusiveness 
of  judgments  and  decrees  between  the  same  parties.  He  then 
examines  the  authorities,  English  and  American,  and  adds :  ^^  The 
maxim  that  fraud  vitiates  every  proceeding  must  be  taken,  like 
other  general  maxims,  to  apply  to  cases  where  proof  of  fraud  is 
admissible.  But  where  the  same  matter  has  been  actually  tried, 
or  so  in  issue  that  it  might  have  been  tried,  it  is  not  again  admissi- 
ble ;  the  party  is  estopped  to  set  up  such  fraud  because  the  judg- 
ment is  the  highest  evidence  and  cannot  be  contradicted."  *It  is 
otherwise,  he  says,  with  a  stranger  to  the  judgment.  This  is  said 
in  a  case  where  the  bill  was  brought  for  the  purpose  of  impeach- 
ing the  decree  directly,  and  not  where  it  was  offered  in  evidence 
collaterally.  The  decisions  establish  the  doctrine,  that  the  acts 
for  which  a  court  of  equity  will  on  account  of  fraud  set  aside  or 
annul  a  judgment  or  decree,  between  the  same  parties,  rendered 
by  a  coprt  of  competent  jurisdiction,  have  relation  to  frauds, 
intrinsic  or  collateral,  to  the  matter  tried  by  the  first  court,  and 
not  to  a  fraud  in  the  matter  on  which  the  decree  was  rendered. 

§  398.  If  a  judgment  has  been  obtained  upon  a  false  or  ficti- 
tious cause  of  action,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  avoid  a  judgment, 
that  tlie  party  in  whose  favor  it  was  rendered  obtained  it  on 
false  evidence  ;  the  issues  must  have  been  false,  so  that  the  foun- 
dation of  the  judgment  is  fraudulent.  Causa  jvdicati  in  invi" 
turn  non  devocatur  ;  nisiprobarepoteris  eum  qtd  Judioaveraty 
secutus  ejvs  i/iiBi/rumentifidem,  quodfaUum  esse  constiterU  adver- 
sua  to pronunciasse.    It  is  also  essential  that  there  should  have 

>  Greene  v.  Greene,  2  Gray,  861. 
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been  no  contest  as  to  the  validity  of  the  cause  of  action,  for  if 
that  has  been  litigated,  it  is  a  question  merged  in  the  judgment, 
which  is  not  to  be  renewed ;  but  in  order  to  render  fraud  a  cause 
by  which  a  judgment  may  be  avoided,  the  party  must  avail  him- 
self of  his  right  as  soon  as  he  discovers  the  fraud,  or  within  the 
time  fixed  by  law  for  bringing  actions  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  or 
the  statute  of  limitations  will  be  an  estoppel. 

Statutes  of  limitation  are  vital  to  the  welfare  of  society,  and 
are  favored  in  the  law.  They  are  found  and  approved  in  all  sys- 
tems of  enlightened  jurisprudence.  They  promote  repose  by 
giving  security  and  stability  to  human  affairs.  An  important 
public  policy  lies  ai  their  foundation.  They  stimulate  to  activity 
and  punish  negligence.  "While  time  is  constantly  destroying  the 
evidence  of  rights,  they  supply  its  place  by  a  presumption  which 
renders  proof  unnecessary.  Mere  delay,  extending  to  the  limit 
prescribed,  is  itself  a  conclusive  bar.  The  bane  and  antidote  go 
together. 

In  this  class  of  cases  the  plaintiff  is  held  to  stringent  rules  of 
pleading  and  evidence,  *'  and  especially  must  there  be  distinct 
averments  as  to  the  time  when  the  fraud,  mistake  or  concealment 
was  discovered,  and  what  the  discovery  is,  so  that  the  court  may 
clearly  see  whether,  by  ordinary  diligence,  discovery  might  not 
have  been  before  made."*  "This  is  necessary  to  enable  the 
defendant  to  meet  the  fraud  and  the  time  of  its  discovery.''"  A 
general  allegation  of  ignorance  at  one  time  and  of  knowledge  at 
another  are  of  no  effect.  If  the  plaintiff  made  any  particular 
discovery,  it  should  be  stated  when  it  was  made,  what  it  was, 
how  it  was  made,  and  why  it  was  not  made  sooner.*  Whoever 
would  complain  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court  must  do  so  in 
su<;h  time  as  not  to  injure  his  adversary  by  unnecessary  delay  in 
asserting  his  rights.^     A  mere  allegation  of  fraud  in   general 


.'  Sterns  v.  Page,  7  How.  829.  Cole  v.   McGlothing,  9  Me.  181 ;  Mc- 

•  Bctls  ▼.  Lewis,  19  How.  72;  Bau-  Kown  v.   Wliittemore,   81  Me.  448; 

bien  v.  Baubien,  23  How.  119;  Badger  Rouse    v.    Southard,    89    Me.    404; 

V.  Badger,  2  WaU.  95;  Stanley  v.  Stan-  Wynne  v.  Corneliuson,  62  Ind.  812 ^ 

ley,  86  Ind.  445;  Boyd  v.  Boyd,  27  Wood  v.  Carpenter,  99  U.  S. 

Ind.  429;  Buckner  v.  Calcote,  28  Miss.  «  Carr  v.  Hilton,  1  Curtis  C.  C.  220. 
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terras,  without  stating  the  facts  upon  wfiich  the  charge  rests,  is 
iusiifficient/ 

§  399.  Where  courts  of  law  and  equity  have  concurrent  power, 
the  court  first  applied  to  grants  the  relief  which  concludes  against 
the  second  suit,  and  this  is  the  rule  with  all  tribunals  of  concur- 
rent jurisdiction.'  This  principle  is  universally  recognized  in  all 
cases  of  concurrent  jurisdiction,  as  essential  to  the  validity  and 
dignity  of  judicial  proceedings,  the  harmony  of  judicial  action, 
and  the  prevention  of  unseemly  conflicts  between  judicial  tribu- 
nals, harassing  and  perplexing  to  the  suitor — that  the  court 
which  firat  has  possession  of  the  subject  must  decide  it ;  and 
having  adjudicated,  the  adjudication  is  conclusive.  A  party  will 
not  be  aided  by  a  court  of  chancery  after  a  trial  at  law,  unless 
he  can  impeach  the  justice  of  the  verdict,  on  grounds  of 
which  he  could  not  have  availed  himself  at  law,  or  unless  he  was 
prevented  fix>m  doing  so  by  fraud  or  accident,  or  the  act  of  the 
opposite  party,  unmixed  with  negligence  or  fault  on  his  part.' 


*  J.  Anson  v.  Sluart,  1  T.  R.  748; 
WaUingford  v.  Society,  6  App.  Cas. 
086  (84  Eng.  Rep.  65);  Service  v. 
Ueermance,  2  Johns.  96;  Brereton  v. 
Hull,  1  Denio,  75;  Weld  v.  Locke, 
18  N.  H.  141;  Bell  v.  Lamprey,  52  N. 
H.  41;  PhiUips  v.  Patter,  7  R.  L  289; 
Sterling  v.  Ins.  Co.,  82  Pa.  St.  75; 
Giles  V.  Williams,  8  Ala.  316;  Hynson 
V.  Dunn,  5  Ark.  895;  Hale  v.  Com- 
pany, 11  W.  Va.  229;  Capuro  v.  Ins. 
Co.,  89  Cal.  128;  Cole  v.  Opera  House, 
79  Ul.  96. 

»  Arrington  v.  Washington,  14  Ark. 
218;  Dimham  v.  Downer,  81  Vt.  249; 
Conine  v.  Scoby,  2  South.  510;  Hous-. 
ton  V.  Roynton,  9  Miss.  238;  Tate  v. 
Hunter,  3  Strobh,  £q.  136;  Ingraham 
▼.  Dawson,  20  How.  486;  Watson  v. 
Jones,  13  Wall.  679;  Buck  v.  Colbath, 
3  WaU.  884;  Le  Guen  v.  Gouverneur, 
1  John.  Cas.  605;  Newkirk  v.  Morris, 
12  N.  J.  Eq.  62;  Hendrickson  v.  Nor- 
croes,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  417;  Derby  v. 
Jacques,  1  Cliff.  426;  Knox  v.  Wald- 
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borough,  5  Me.  186;  Miller  y.  Maus, 
29  Md.  194;  Morgan  v.  Bliss,  2  Mass. 
Ill;  Comins  v.  Tuck,  20  Pick,  886; 
Greely  V.  Smith,  1  W.  &  M.  181;  Jones 
V.  Howard,  8  Allen,  223;  Marsh  v. 
Hammond,  11  Allen,  488;  Holland  y. 
Hatch,  15  Ohio  S.  468;  Wheeler  y. 
Ruckman,  51  N.  Y.  391;  Delaney  v. 
Reade,  4  Iowa,  292;  I^ankin  y.  Barnes, 
5  Bush,  20;  Bouldin  y.  Reynolds,  50 
Md.  171;  Stearns  y.  Steams,  16  Mass. 
171;  Bemis  y.  Stearns,  16  l^Iass.  203; 
State  y.  Yarborough.  1  Hawks,  78; 
Thompson  y.  HUl,  3  Yerg.  167;  Hall 
y.  Dana,  2  Aik.  381;  Smith  v.  Mclver, 
9  Wheat.  532;  Eaton  y.  Patterson,  2 
S.  &  P.  9;  The  Robert  Fulton,  Paine, 
C21;  R.  R.  Co.  y.  R.  R.  Co.,  12  R.  I. 
220.  But  this  rule  applies  only  where 
actions  brought  in  the  two  courts  in- 
yolve  the  same  parties  and  the  same 
subject-matter. 

*  Dunham  y.  Downer,  81  Vt.  249; 
Brewer  y.  Cantillon,  4  Johiis.  Ch.  85; 
Orcutt  V.  Oryis,  8  Paige,  469;  Tripletl 
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Thu8  where  relief  was  sought  against  a  jadgment  at  law,  not 
because  of  fraud  in  its  rendition,  but  because  the  title  on  which 
the  judgment  was  founded  was  infected  by  fraud,  the  argu- 
ment addressed  to  the  court  was,  that  a  court  of  equity  had  juris- 
diction because  of  the  fraud.  The  facts  alleged  had  precisely 
the  same  operation  in  a  court  of  law  as  in  a  court  of  equity,  and 
were  as  capable  of  proof  in  the  one  court  as  in  the  other.  Belief 
was  refused,  the  court  saying :  "  Admitting,  then,  the  concurrent 
jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  equity  and  law  in  matters  of  fraud, 
we  think  the  cause  must  be  decided  by  the  tribunal  which  first 
obtains  possession  of  it,  and  that  each  court  must  respect  the ' 
judgment  or  decree  of  the  other.  A  question  decided  at  law 
cannot  be  reviewed  in  a  court  of  equity,  without  the  suggestion 
of  some  equitable  circumstance,  of  which  the  party  could  not 
avail  himself  at  law."  There  must  be  an  end  to  litigation  ;  and 
without  oflEending  principles  of  public  policy,  endangering  the 
order  and  peace  of  society,  and  deranging  the  whole  structure  of 
our  judicial  system,  a  court  of  equity  cannot  intervene  against 
the  decree  or  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction 
because  of  facts  known,  or  capable  of  discovery  by  reasonable 
inquiry,  at  the  time  of  its  rendition.  Fraudulent  practices  or 
concealments  may  be  resorted  to  by  an  unscrupulous  suitor; 
witnesses  may  be  corrupted,  or  evidence  suppressed,  and  an 
unjust,  unconscientious  judgment  wrested  from  the  court ;  these 
must  have  been  unknown,  and  reasonable  diligence  not  snfiScient 
to  have  guarded  against  them.  "Were  a  court  of  equity,  in  a 
case  of  concurrent  jurisdiction,  to  try  a  cause  ah-eady  tried  at 
law,  without  the- addition  of  any  equitable  circumstance  to  give 
jurisdiction,  it  would  act  as  an  appellate  court,  to  affirm  or  reverse 
a  judgment  already  rendered  on  the  same  circumstances  by  a  com- 
petent tribunal.  This  is  not  the  province  of  a  court  of  chancery."' 
The  principle,  that  matters  which  have  received  a  judicial  deter- 

V.  G:11,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  482;  Teal  v.  work  v.  Duckworth,  85  Ala.  70;  Otis 
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txunation  canno!;  be  called  again  into  controversy  by  the  same 
parties  or  their  privies,  is  as  obligatory  in  equity  as  at  law.  The 
adjudication  may  be  founded  in  error,  or  may  have  wrought 
wrong  or  injustice ;  but  some  special  cause  for  equitable  inter- 
ference—some cause  of  which  the  party  complaining  could  not 
have  had  the  benefit,  when  the  judgment  was  rendered — must 
be  shown,  or  the  judgment  will  remain  a  positive  bar  to  future 
litigation  at  law  or  in  equity.  The  actual  adjudication  of  any 
•question  is  final,  under  all  circumstances,  nnless  corrected  by 
some  appellate  tribunal,  and  is  never  subject  to  re>examination 
in  any  other  than  an  appellate  court,  upon  an  issue  of  law  or  of 
fact ;  nor  upon  the  sole  ground  that  the  former  decision  is  con- 
trary to  equity  or  good  conscience.  It  is  always  a  condition  pre- 
ceddnt  to  the  proper  action  of  a  court  of  equity,  in  interfering 
with  a  judgment  or  decree  not  before  it  upon  appeal,  that  facts 
be  disclosed,  establishing  that  the  matter  now  in  the  form  of  an 
adjudication  is  in  truth,  without  any  fault  of  the  party  seeking 
to  avoid  its  effect,  a  determination  in  which  he  could  not  present 
his  cause  of  action,  or  his  ground  of  defense,  as  the  case  may  be, 
to  the  consideration  of  the  court.  No  tribunal  of  concurrent 
jurisdiction  is  invested  with  any  power  to  review  or  set  aside 
the  proceedings  of  a  co-ordinate  tribunal,  and  unless  there  is 
some  statutory  power  given  to  review  the  proceedings  of  a  court, 
no  matter  how  inferior  its  jurisdiction  may  be,  its  adjudications 
are  final  and  binding  on  all  courts,  State  or  Federal.  Thus  the 
Supreme  Court  of  a  State  has  no  power  upon  a  petition  for 
habeas  corpus^  to  review  the  judgment  even  of  a  subordinate 
fitate  court,  exercising  proper  jurisdiction ;  but  such  judgment 
must  be  held  valid  until  reversed  on  writ  of  error  or  appeal. 
With  much  stronger  force  does  this  principle  apply  to  the  inter- 
ference of  a  State  court  with  the  judgment  of  a  Federal  court. 
And  a  State  court  can  not  issne  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  on  the 
petition  of  a  party  tried  and  sentenced  by  a  Federal  court,  for 
an  offense  against  the  United  States.^ 

§  400.  A  decree  in  a  court  of  chancery  may  be  given  in  evi- 
dence, and  upon  the  same  basis  as  the  judgment  of  a  court  of 

■Williamson's  Case,  26  Pa.  St.  9;  Robinson,  in  re,  6  McLean,  850. 
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common  law.'  An  existing  judgment  or  decree  of  a  competent 
court  is  conclngive  of  the  rights  of  parties  on  the  same  point  in 
any  other  coart  of  concarrent  jurisdiction ;  nor  do  the  decrees  of 
a  court  of  equity  form  any  exception  to  the  rule,'  and  this  rule  is 
applicable  where  the  decree  lias  been  affirmed  by  an  equally 
divided  court.'  A  decree  on  a  bill  filed  alleging  payment  of  a 
note  declaring  that  facts  alleged  in  the  bill  as  amounting  to  pay- 
ment were  not  true,  was  held  to  be  conclusive  against  evidence 
of  the  same  facts,  offered  to  show  payment  in  a  suit  at  law  on 
the  same  note.*  The  common  law  rule,  in  respect  to  judgments^ 
is  equally  applicable  to  decrees  in  chancery,  that  the  order  or 
decree  is  not  evidence  against  strangers,  but  is  confined  in  itfr 
operations  to  parties  and  privies.  The  decree  and  proceedings  in 
chancery  are  equally  admissible  as  a  record  at  law  to  show  remt 
ipsam  though  between  strangers,  and  especially  between  privies. 
The  regularity  or  error  of  the  proceedings  in  the  court  of  chan- 
cery, whether  the  matter  was  previously  heard,  is  not  the  subject 
of  inquiry,*  nor  is  it  impeachable  for  fraud  while  in  force.*  But 
jurisdiction  is  inquirable  into,  so  that  a  decree  may  be  good  in 
rem  as  to  a  non-resident  without  notice,  and  void  as  to  another 
party  vnper%onam,  "  By  the  lex  loci  rei  sitae  property  belonging 
to  a  person  who  is  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  law 
or  equity  may  be  made  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  so 
as  to  render  the  judgment  or  decree  of  such  court  bindmg  as  a 
proceeding  in  r&in  against  the  property  within  ita  jurisdiction. 
But  where  the  defendant  or  any  party  proceeded  against  doea 
not  reside  in  the  State  or  county  where  the  suit  is  brought, 
and  is  not  served  with  process  and  does  not  appear,  the  judgment 
or  decree  in  such  suit  will  not  be  allowed  to  operate  inpersoTiam 


*  HopkiDS  y.  Lee,  6  Wheat.  109; 
Smith  V.  Kernocben,  7  How.  198; 
Wilson  V.  Broughton,  50  Mo.  17; 
Phoebe  Siuart,  The,  Ad.  L.  C.  63; 
McCamant  v.  Patterson,  89  Mo.  100; 
HiunmoDd  y.  Dayenport,  16  Ohio 
Si.  177;  McGregor  v.  McGregor,  21 
Iowa,  441;  Society  y.  Hartland,  2 
Paine  G.  C.  536;  San  Francisco  y. 
Spring  Valley  W.  Works,  89  CaL  478; 


Babcock   y.   Gamp,  12  Ohio   S.   11; 
Campbell  y.  Ayres,  1  Iowa,  257;  Wat- 
son y.  Hopkins,  27  Tex.  687. 
«  Pearce  v.  Gray.  2  Y.   &  C.  822* 

•  Carleton  v.  Day  is,  8  Allen,  94; 
Durant  v.  Essex  Co.,  7  Wall.  107. 

«Sutheriin  y.  MuUis,  17  Ind.  19; 
Coit  y.  Tracy,  8  Conn.  276;  Mathews 
y.  Roberts,  29  N.  J.  £q.  888. 

» fiates  y.  Delayan,  5  Paige,  299. 

•  Peck  y.  Woodbridge,  8  Conn.  8ft 
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tigainet  such  party  in  the  courtd  of  any  other  State,  and  in  gen- 
^eral  the  same  principled  are  applicable  to  decrees  in  chancery  as 
apply  to  all  judgments  of  courts  of  law,  a  decree  in  chancery 
between  the  same  parties  proceeding  upon  the  same  substantial 
facts  and  grounds  of  equity  is  conclusive  until  reversed,  and  can 
never  be  impeached  by  an  original  bill  in  another  suit/  and  is  a 
good  plea  in  bar,  and  when  given  in  evidence  constitutes  an 
estoppel  in  a  subsequent  suit.* 

§  401.  Decrees  bind  and  affect  none  others  than  the  parties 
and  their  privies,*  and  no  parties  are  bound  by  a  decree  without 
actual  or  constructive  notice  to  them.*  When,  therefore,  new 
parties  are  made  to  a  suit  in  equity  by  amended  or  supplemental 
bill,  decrees  made  in  such  suit  before  such  amended  bills  were 
filed  do  not  bind  these  new  parties  as  res  adjudicata^  but  they 
are  open  to  any  objection  which  might  have  been  made  prior 
to  the  rendition  of  such  decrees.' 

§  402.  An  injunction  issued  by  a  State  court  was  perpetuated 
hy  the  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  a  similar  injunc- 
tion  was  granted  as  between  the  same  parties,  with  regard  to  the 


■Maguire  v.  Taylor,  40  Mo.  406; 
French  V.  French,  8  Ohio,  214;  Parish 
▼.  Ferris  2  Black,  606;  Moody  v.  Har- 
per, 80  Miss.  599;  Hook  v.  Hood,  8  Miss. 
«67;  Magulre  v.  Tyler.  40  Mo.  46; 
Evarts  V.  Talem,  9  8.  &  R.  261 ;  Kel- 
sey  V.  Murphy,26  Pa.  St.  78;  Sibbald's 
Case,  12  Pet.  492;  White  v.  Bank,  &c., 
6  Ohio,  529;  Bank  v.  Beverly.  1 
How.  148;  Low  v.  Mussey,  41  Vt. 
893;  Slarkie  v.  Woodward,  1  N.  &  Mc. 
828:  Murray  v.  Murray,  6  Johns. 
Ch  60;  Elliott  v.  Bell.  1  Paige,  262; 
Wendell  v.  Lewis,  0  Paige,  283;  Astor 
V.  Ward,  3  Edw.  Ch.  871;  Rey bold  v. 
Dodd,  1  Harring.  401;  Estep  v.  Wat- 
kins,  1  Bland,  486;  Contee  v.  Dawson. 
2  Bland,  264;  Strike  v.  McDonald,  2 
Har.  <&  G.  191;  Gilchrist  v.  Gilchrist, 
1  Dev.  &  Bat.  Ch.  846;  Kendrick  v. 
DaUum,  2  Overton,  811;    Thacker  y. 


Chambers,  5  Humph.  813;  Prewettv. 
Prewett,  4  Bibb,  266;  Gates  v.  Wood- 
soon,  2  Dana,  452;  Prentice  v.  Bux- 
ton, 3  B.  Mod.  85;  Richardson  v. 
Adams,*  7  Miss.  811;  Fischli  v.Fischli, 
1  Blackf.  860;  Foster  v.  The  Bus- 
tecd,  100  Mass.  409;  McDonald  v.  Ids. 
Co.,  65  Ala.  368;  McCally  v.  Robin- 
son, 70  Ala.  482. 
»  Story  V.  Lee,  45  HI.  277. 

*  Denison  v.    Hyde,    6  Conn.   508;. 
Brock  V.  Garret,  16  Ga.  487;  Irviu  v. 
Smith,  17  Ohio,  226;  Yorks  v.  Steele. 
50  Barb.  897. 

*  Chamljers  v.  Warren,  6  B.  Mon. 
244;  Klemm  y.  Dewes,  28  111.  817; 
Lawrence  v.  Rokes,  53  Mc.  110. 

•Stewart  v.  Duvall,  7  Gill  &  J.  179; 
Bugby  y.  Robinson,  19  Ala.  404; 
Loomis  y.  Francis,  17  111.  206;  Bur- 
len  V.  Quarrier,  16  W.  Va.  156; 
Renick  y.  Ludington,  20  W.  Va.  511. 
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same  sabject  matter,  in  a  new  suit,  by  a  conrt  of  the  same  State 
and  if  removed  to  a  Federal  coart,  tiie  matter  will  be  treated  by 
the  latter  court  as  res  jiLdioata^  and  the  injunction  porpetnated/ 
But  an  injunction  in  chancery,  or  a  decree  determining  that  ono 
of  the  parties  is  entitled  to  a  conveyance  of  the  subject  matter  in 
controversy  from  the  other,  cannot  be  pleaded  or  given  in 
evidence  as  an  estoppel,  on  the  principle  that  to  render  a  decision 
by  one  court  conclusive  against  the  right  to  seek  redress  in 
another,  the  matter  involved  must  be  substantially  the  same, 
which  is  not  the  case  unless  the  jurisdiction  of  the  former 
tribunal  was  sufficiently  extensive  to  cover  the  whole  ground 
brought  before  the  latter.  An  adjudication  on  legal  grounds  in 
a  conrt  of  law,  ^ill  not  necessarily  preclude  a  re-examinatioa  of 
the  subject  in  equity,  and  relief  may  be  sought  in  an  equitable 
pi*oceeding  against  a  judgment  obtained  by  fraud,  of  such  a 
nature  that  it  could  not  have  been  set  up  as  a  defense  to  the 
action  in  which  the  judgment  was  obtained.  When,  however,  a 
question  falls  within  the  exclusive  or  concurrent  jurisdiction  of 
equity,  the  decision  will  be  conclusive  in  pleading  and  evidence 
at  law.'  Nor  will  a  conrt  of  chancery  review  a  decision  of  a 
court  of  law  upon  the  same  facts,  or  set  aside  or  enjoin  a  judg- 
ment on  the  ground  of  error  or  mistake  in  the  judgment  of  the- 
court  of  law. 

In  determining  what  has  been  adjudged,  courts  will  regard 
the  decree,  and  in  case  of  ambiguity,  but  not  otherwise,  be 
governed  by  an  accompanying  opinion ;  where  it  is  free  ft'om 
ambiguity,  it  speaks  for  itself,  and  cannot  be  qualified  by  the 
opinion  by  which  it  may  have  been  preceded.' 


1  Rv.  Co.  V.  New  Orleans,  14  Fed.  R 
873. 

'  Houston  V.  Royston,  9  Miss.  288; 
Dwyer  v.  Goran,  29  Iowa.  126;  Ilcmp- 
Htead  V.  Conway,  6  Ark.  817;  Parker 
V.  Kane,  22  How.  1;  Sibbald  v.  U.  S., 
12  Pet.  192;  Hopkins  v.  Lee,  6  Wheat 
109;  Ludlow  v.  Ramsey,  11  Wall.  581 ; 
Tarver  v.  Tarver,  9  Pet.  174;  Eelsey 
V.  Murphy,  26  Pa.  St.  78;  Evans  v. 
Tatem,  9  8.  &  R  261;  Trescott  v. 
Lewis,  12  La.  197;  Paddock  y.  Palnoier, 


19  Vt  681;  Baker  v.  Morgan,  2  Dow,. 
526;  De  Riemcr  v.  Cantillon,  4  Johns. 
Ch.  85;  McDonald  v.  McDonald.  1 
Bail.  824;  Sholtenkirk  v.  Wheeler. 
8  Johns.  Ch.  279;  Holmes  v.  Remsen, 
7  Johns.  Ch.  298:  Coffin  v.McCullongb^ 
80  Ala.  107;  Dunn  v.  Fish.  8  Blackf. 
407;  Reynolds  v.  Horino,  18  B.  Mon, 
284;  Stockton  v.  Briggs,  5  Jones  Eq. 
804. 

»  Ry.  Co.  V.  New  Orleans,  14  Fed.  R. 
873;  Plicque  ▼.  FeiTet,19  La.  An.  818? 
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§  403.  A  general  dismissal  of  a  bill  may  be  pleaded  in  bar 
to  a  subsequent  bill  for  relief  on  the  same  subject  matter.'  For 
the  reason  that  a  dismissal  of  a  bill  in  chancery  stands  nearly  on 
the  same  footing  as  a  judgment  for  the  defendant  in  an  action  at 
law,  the  presumption  is  that  it  was  a  final  and  conclusive  adjudi- 
cation upon  the  merits,  whether  they  were  or  were  not  deter- 
mined, unless  the  decree  of  the  court  proves  that  they  were  not 
determined,  or  that  fact  is  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  decree.' 
Mere  dismission,  however,  without  prejudice,  is  no  bar,  nor  will 
a  decision  on  summary  application  which  goes  off  for  want  of 
notice  or  some  other  informality,  bar  a  renewed  application  in 
proper  form.'  The  dismissal  of  a  libel  for  divorce  in  Massa- 
chusetts stands  on  the  same  grounds  as  a  dismissal  in  equity.^ 


Keane  y.  Fisher,  10  La.  Ann.  261 
Trescott  v.  Lewis,  12  La.  Ann.  197 
McDoDOugh's  Succession,  24  La.  Ann 
84;  Nouge  y.  Clapp,  101  U.  8.  651 
Packet  Co.  v.  Sickles,  24  How.  838 
Smitli   y.    Eernocben,  7  How.  199 

*  Holmes  y.  Remsen,  7  John.  Ch. 
286;  Danaher  y.  Prentis,  20  Wis.  311 
Bostwick  y.  Abbott,  40   Barb.  881 
HoUiday  y.   Coleman,  2  Munf.  162 
Scully  y.  R   R.   Co.,  46  Iowa,   528 
Curts  y.  Ti-ustees,  6  J.  J.  Karsh.  586 
Collins  y.  Caye,  27  L.  J.  Exchq.  146; 
Thompson y  .Clay,  3Mon.  869;  Pelton 
y.  Mott,ll  Vt.l48;  Wilcox  y.  Badger. 
6  Ohio,  406;  TrapnaU  y.  Burton,  27 
Ark.  871. 

*  Jenkins  y.  Johnston,  4  Jones,  38; 
Louderback  y.  Collins,  4  Ohio  8.  261 ; 
Bonowscale  y.  Tuttle,  6  Allen,  877; 
Ass.  y.  Reynolds,  5  Duer,d76;  Perrine 
y.  Dunn,  4  Johns.  Ch.  140  ;  Neafie 
y.  Neafie,  7  Johns.  Ch.  1;  Lansing  y. 
Russell,  18  Barb.  510;  Munson  y.  Mun- 
son,  80  Conn.  425;  Hall  y.  Dodge, 
88  N.  H.  846;  Bankv.  Walden,  7  La, 
Ann.  46;  Whitman  y.  R.  R  Co.,  16 
Gray,  530;  Foote  y.  Gibbs,  1  Gray, 
412;  Ogsbury  y.  La  Farge,  2  N.  Y. 
114;  Byrne  y.  Frere,  2  Molloy,  157; 
Taylor  y.  Yarborough,  18  Gratt.  183; 


Wilcox  y.  Badger,  6  Ohio,  406; 
Parrish  y.  Ferris,  1  Black,  606;  Curts 
y.  Trustees,  6  J.  J.  Marsh.  536;  Hep- 
burn y.  Dundas,  1  Wheat.  179; 
Blackinton  y.  Blackinton,  118  Mass. 
281;  Bigelow  y.  Winsor,  1  Gray,  299; 
Foote  y.  Gibbs,  1  Gray,  412;  Durant 
y.  Essex,  8  Allen,  108;  S.  C,  7  Wall. 
107;  Foster  y.  The  Busteed,  100  Mass. 
409:  Lewis  y.  Lewis,  106  Mass.  809; 
McDonald  y.  Ins.  Co.,  65  Ala.  358; 
Parkes  y.  Clift,  9  Lea,  524;  Murdock 
y.  Gaskill.  7  Baxt.  22;  Casey.  Beavu 
regard,  101  U.  8.  68;  Phillips  y. 
Wormley,  58  Miss.  398;  State  v.  R  R. 
Co..  13  S.  C.  290;  Williams  y.  Hol- 
lingsworth,  5  Lea,  358;  Black  v.  Black, 
27  Geo.  40;  Hall  y.  Dodge,  38  N.  H. 
846i  KeUey  y.  Murphy,  26  Pa.  St. 
78;  Jenkins  y.  Johnston,  4  Jones  Eq. 
149;  McCally  y.  Robinson,  70  Ala. 
432;  Mickles  y.  Thayer,  14  Allen,  122; 
Sayles  y.  Tibbitts,  5  R  L  79;  Pugh 
y.  Holt,  27  Miss.  461 ;  Estep  v.  Wat- 
kins,  1  Bland.  486;  Low  y.  Musse}', 
41  Yt.  893;  Knight  y.  Atkinson,  2 
Tenn.  Ch.  384, 

»  Blight  y.  Mcllyoy,  4  Monroe,  142; 
Wheelelr  y.  Ruckman,  51  N.  Y.  891 ; 
O'Brien  y.  Browning,  49  How.  P. 
109;  Thomas  y.  Hite,  5  B.  Mou.  590. 

*  Thurston  y.  Thurston,  99  Mass.  39. 
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Thus  where  a  bill,  brought  by  taxpayers  to  enjoin  county 
commissioners  from  issuing  county  bonds,  is  dismissed  upon 
the  merits  of  the  case,  the  decree  is  a  bar  to  an  action  in  the 
name  of  the  State,  upon  the  relation  of  other  taxpayers,  against 
the  commissioners  and  holders  of  the  Ijonds,  to  have  the  bonds 
adjudged  illegal  and  void.'  So  a  decree  that  a  bill  in  equity 
brought  by  executors  of  a  husband's  estate  to  enforce  an 
antenuptial  contract,  whereby  she  upon  a  consideration  ^^  under- 
stood between  the  parties  "  renounced  all  claim  on  his  estate,  be 
dismissed,  is  conclusive  evidence  against  the  maintenance  of  their 
action  at  law  against  her  for  a  breach  of  the  contract.* 

Thus  where  a  creditor's  bill  on  a  final  hearing  had  been  dis- 
missed, another  action  was  commenced  for  the  same  cause, 
against  the  same  parties,  with  the  additional  averment  of  the 
recovery  of  judgment  and  the  return  of  an  execution  issued 
thereon,  nulla  hona^  was  held  as  res  judicata,  a  bar  to  the  snit.' 
So  under  bill  filed  by  a  married  woman  for  the  purpose  of 
setting  aside,  as  invalid,  a  mortgage  executed  by  her,  under 
authority  of  a  special  statute,  a  decree  dismissing  the  bill, 
rendered  on  a  demurrer,  which  went  to  the  whole  case,  is  con- 
clusive as  to  tl>e  validity  of  the  statute,  and  estops  her  from 
attacking  it  in  a  subsequent  suit  to  foreclose  the  mortgage/ 
So,  where,  on  a  bill  in  equity,  which  does  not  disclose  on  its  face 
any  want  of  equity  jurisdiction,  an  answer  is  filed  denying  the 
facts  alleged  and  setting  up  other  facts  in  defense,  and  on  the 
issue  60  made  the  facts  are  found,  and  the  bill  dismissed  on  the 
ground  that,  on  the  facts  so  found,  there  appears  to  be  adequate 
remedy  at  law,  the  finding  of  the  facts  is  conclusive  upon  the 
parties  and  their  privies,  to  the  same  extent  that  it  would  have 
been  if  the  bill  had  been  sustained.  And  where  the  bill  is 
demurrable  on  the  ground  that  upon  its  face  there  appears  to  be 
adequate  remedy  at  law,  but  is  otherwise  sufiicient,  and  no  excep- 
tion 18  taken  to  the  jurisdiction  by  demurrer  or  otherwise,  but 
the  facts  are  put  in  issue  by  the  answer,  the  respondent  will  be 
deemed  to  have  admitted  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  inquire 

»  State  V.  R.  R.  Co..  18  8.  C.  290.  «  Case  v.   Beauregard,    101    U.  S. 

'  Blackinton    y.    Blackinton,    113  688;  Casey.  R.  R,  2  Woods,  2S6. 

Mass.  231;  Durant  v.  Essex,  7  WaH.  « McDonald    y.  Ins.  Co.,   65   Ala. 

107.  358. 
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into  the  facts,  and  the  finding  of  the  facts  will  be  conclusive  upon 
him,  althongh  the  bill  be  afterwards  dismissed  on  the  ground 
that  there  is  adequate  remedy  at  law.' 

Where,  in  a  prior  suit  between  the  same  parties,  founded  on 
an  infringement  of  the  same  patent,  the  prayer  for  relief  was  the 
same,  and  the  issues  the  same,  the  present  suit  is  barred  by  a 
decree  of  dismissal  entered  in  the  prior  suit.'  So  where  a  bill 
filed  by  a  purchaser  of  land  at  an  administrator's  sale,  to  have 
the  title  to  land  purchased  by  him  confirmed  by  decree,  on 
the  ground  of  a  mistake  in  omitting  the  description  of  the  land 
in  the  petition  of  the  administrator  and  the  decree  of  sale,  and 
to  correct  the  mistake,  is  dismissed  for  want  of  equity,  the 
decree  of  dismissal  will  he  a  har  to  a  second  hiU  in  chancery  hy 
such  purchaser  seeking  to  recover  of  the  estate  the  money  paid 
for  the  land,  and  for  taxes  paid  and  improvements  made  by  him 
upon  the  land  before  discovery  of  the  mistake,  and  this  though 
in  the  former  bill  another  person,  who  had  no  interest  iu  the 
subject  matter  involved,  was  joined  as  a  co-complainant.* 

§  404.  The  dismissal  of  a  bill  in  chancery  is  not  always  con- 
clusive of  the  complainant's  right  in  a  court  of  law,  although  the 
bill  may  have  been  filed  for  the  same  matter,*  for  if  a  complain- 
ant endeavoiiB  in  a  court  of  equity  to  enforce  a  strictly  legal  title, 
when  his  remedy  is  at  law,  the  dismissal  amounts  to  a  declara- 
tion that  he  has  no  equity,  and  does  not  reflect  upon  his  legal 
title— for  as  it  concludes  nothing,  it  can  prove  nothing ;  and  if  a 
decree  in  express  terms  professes  to  affirm  a  particular  fact,  if  that 
fact  is  immaterial  in  the  case,  it  will  not  estop  the  parties  in  rela- 
tion  to  that  fact.*  But  a  decree  dismissing  a  bill  in  any  United 
States  court  is  absolute,  and  constitutes  a  bar  to  any  further  liti- 
gation between  the  same  parties  upon  the  same  subject  matter, 
unless  made  because  of  some  defect  in  the  pleadings  or  for  want 
of  jurisdiction,  or   because   the   complainant   has   an   adequate 

'  Brewster  v.  Colegrove,  46    Conn.  *  Wright  v.  Deklyen,  1  Pet.  C.  C. 

105;.  Munson  v.   Munsoo,  30    Conn.  198. 

426.  s  Schindel  v.   Suman,  18  Md.  814; 

•  Barker  ▼.  Stowe,   11  Fed.   Rep.  Hotcbkiss  v.   Nichols,  8  Conn.   188; 

808.                                               -  Coit  V.  Tracy,  8  Conn.  276;  Beer,  v. 

»  TiUey  v.  Bridges,  105  III.  886.  Fleming,  18  Ir.  Com.  L.  518;  Griffin 

V.  Seymour,  16  Iowa,  82. 
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remedy  at  law,  or  upon  any  other  grounds  which  do  not  go  U> 
the  merits,  is  a  final  determination.  Bnt  where  words  of  qnali- 
fication  are  used,  such  as  "  without  prejudice,"  or  other  term& 
indicative  of  a  right  or  privilege  to  take  further  legal  proceed- 
ings on  the  subject  do  not  accompany  the  decree,  the  presump- 
tion is  that  it  was  dismissed  on  its  merits.^  This  presumption  is 
based  upon  the  fact  that  where  there  are  no  words  of  qualifica- 
tion, as  ^^  without  prejudice,"  the  dismissal  has  been  adjudged 
upon  proper  exceptions  or  other  regular  proceedings  which 
brought  into  review  the  merits  of  the  bill  dismissed.  The 
exception  to  this  general  rule  is  thus  stated :  ^^  To  be  a  bar  to 
future  proceedings,  it  must  appear  that  the  former  judgment 
necessarily  involved  the  determination  of  the  same  fact,  to  prove 
or  disprove  which  it  is  offered  in  evidence.  It  is  not  enough 
that  the  question  was  in  issue  in  the  former  suit.  It  must  also 
appear  to  be  precisely  determined.  Where  in  the  answer  various 
matters  of  defense  are  set  forth,'  some  of  which  relate  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  suit,  and  others  to  the  merits,  and  there  is  a 
general  decree  of  bill  dismissed,  it  is  impossible  to  hold  the 
decree  a  bar  to  future  proceedings.  This  is  because  it  is  uncer- 
tain upon  what  ground  the  bill  was  dismissed.' 

§  405.  The  judgment  of  a  court  in  actions  for  divorce  where 
it  has  jurisdiction  is,  on  a  matter  directly  in  issue,  conclusive  on 
the  same  matter  between  the  same  parties  inanother  suit.*   Thus 


«  Hughes  V.  U.  S.,  4  Wall.  282; 
Walden  v.  Bodly,  14  Pet.  156;  Bige- 
low  V.  Winsor,  1  Gray,  209;  Foote  v. 
Qibbs,  1  Gray,  412;  PerriDe  v.  Dunn, 
4  Johns.  Ch.  140;  Durant  v.  Essex 
Co.,  7  Wall.  107;  Cochrane  v.  Cow- 
per,  2  Del.  Ch.  77;  Borrowscale  v. 
Tuttle,  5  Allen,  877;  Foster  v.  The 
Busteed,  100  Mass.  400. 

•  Foster  v.  The  Busteed,  100  Mass. 
409;  Neafie  v.  Neafie.  7  Johns.  Ch.  1; 
Peterborough  v.  Gkrmaln,  1  Bro.P.  C. 
281;  Brauldeyn  v.  Ord,  1  Atk.  571; 
Gardner  v.  Raisbeck,  28  N.  J.  Eq.71; 
Pretty  man  v.  Pretty  man,  1  Vern.  810; 
Cater  v.  Dewar,  Dick.  654. 


*  Sopwith  v.  Sopwith,  80  L.  J.  M. 
131;  Finney  v.  Finney,  L.  R.  1  P.  & 
D.  480;  Da  Costa  v.  Villa  Real,  2  Str. 
961;  Bunting's  Case,  4  Co.  29;  Kenn*s 
Case,  7  Co.  42 ;  Meadowcroft  v. 
Hugenin,  4  Moo.  P.  C.  386;  Periy  v. 
Meadowcroft,  10  Beav.  122 ;  Phillips 
V.  Bury,  2  T.  R.  846;  Prcscott  v. 
Fisher,  22  HI.  890;  Oades  v.  Oades,  e 
Neb.  804;  Hopper  v.  Hopper,  19  111. 
219;  Miltimore  v.  Miltimore,  40  Pa. 
St.  151;  Norman  v.  Villars.  L.  R  2 
Exchq.  D.  859;  R.  v.  Wye,  7  A.  &  E. 
761  Niboyet  v.  Niboyct,  L.  R.  4  P.  D. 
9;  Ellis  V.  White,  61  Iowa,  644; 
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^here  a  court,  in  granting  a  decree,  adjadged  that  the  husband 
should  pay  a  sum  of  money  in  lien  of  the  wife's  equitable  estate^ 
and  divested  her  of  such  estate  at  the  same  time  and  vested  it 
absolutely  in  the  husband,  she  is  estopped  from  subsequently 
asserting  her  title  in  equity  to  the  land/  The  principle  that 
whatever  might  have  been  litigated  under  the  issues  is  concluded 
by  a  judgment  is  applicable  in  actions  for  divorce.  Thus,  after 
a  suit  for  divorce  and  alimony  has  been  finally  determined  by 
the  court  granting  the  divorce,  and  in  lieu  of  alimony  confirming 
an  executed  agreement  as  to  the  amount  paid  as  alimony,  a  new 
action  for  additional  alimony  cannot  be  maintained  when  the 
reasons  for  such  additional  allowance  existed  or  might  have  been 
provided  for  in  such  final  judgment,  and  when  it  is  not  -sought 
to  impeach  such  final  judgment.'  So,  where  a  judgment  for 
alimony  was,  by  the  decree  in  a  divorce  suit,  made  a  special  lien 
upon  certain  land  belonging  to  the  husband,  to  be  enforced  by 
execution  upon  default  in  the  payment  of  the  judgment.  Eddy 
that  the  husband  could  not  set  up  as  a  defense  that  the  land  waa 
his  homestead,  since  he  had  failed  to  raise  the  question  in  the 
divorce  suit.* 

A  divorce  contemplates  a  final  separation  of  the  parties. 
Their  paths  in  life  henceforth  diverge,  and,  in  legal  contempla- 
tion, they  are  to  each  other  as  strangers.  When  not  otherwise 
provided,  the  law  contemplates  that,  at  the  time  of  decreeing  a 
divorce,  the  court  will  adjust  all  the  pecuniary  rights  of  the  parties 
in  relation  to  each  other  springing  out  of  the  marital  relation 
about  to  be  forever  annulled.  To  this  end,  courts  are  given  full 
discretionary  authority  to  make  such  order  concerning  the  divi- 
sion of  the  property  and  support  of  the  children  as  to  the  courta 
shall  appear,  under  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  just,  equitable 
and  reasonable. 

When  this  discretionary  power  of  the  court,  in  allowing  ali- 
mony, has  been  fully  exercised  in  a  case,  it  is  ordinarily  at  an 
end — exhausted.     So  that,  when  once  the  court  has  allowed  ta 


'  Brooks  V.  Ankeny,  7  Oreg.  461.     Hopper  v.  Hopper,  19  111.  219;  Milti- 
"FischU  V.  Fischli,  IBlackf.   860;     more  v.    Miltimore,   40  Pa.   St.  151; 
Petersine  v.  Thomas,  28  Ohio  S.  596;     Oades  y.  Oades,  6  Neb.  804. 

•  Hemenway  v.  Wood,  58  Iowa,  21^ 
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tlie  wife  what  it  considers  just  and  eqnitablo  alimony  in  gross, 
and  a  divorce  is  at  the  same  time  granted,  she  will  be  deemed 
to  have  been  allowed  her  just  and  equitable  portion  of  her 
husband's  estate.  A  court  may,  however,  in  the  exercise  of 
a  sound  discretion,  grant  the  divorce,  and  make  the  alimony 
allowed  payable  in  installments,  and  by  continuing  the  alimony 
branch  of  the  case,  hold  the  parties  and  subject  matter,  by 
proper  orders,  so  under  its  control  as  to  increase  or  diminish  the 
allowance  as  equitable  circumstances  and  justice  shall  require.  . 
Judgment  of  divorce  must  be  considered  as  final  and  conclusive 
between  the  parties.  *'Once  granted,  judgment  of  divorce,  for 
obvious  reasons  of  public  policy,  should,  of  all  judgments,  not  be 
disturbed.  Such  is  the  policy  of  the  law.'"  So,  where  a  wife 
obtained  a  decree  of  divorce,  and  seven  years  afterwards  endeav- 
ored to  avoid  the  decree  for  collusion  and  fraud,  she  was  held 
bound  by  the  judgment,  having  participated  in  its  procurement.* 

§  406.  A  judgment  against  trustees  or  assignees  who  have 
sued  for  property  embraced  in  the  assignment,  is  binding  upon 
the  trustees  and  creditors,  unless  it  can  be  shown  to  have  been 
the  result  of  fraud  and  collusion,  when  it  may  be  set  aside  and 
canceled  in  equity.  It  is  not  every  fraud  which  will  be  regarded 
as  ground  for  avoiding  the  judgment,  and  when  collusion  is 
charged  it  must  be  satisfactorily  proven  before  the  court  will 
interfere  to  aflford  relief.'  The  mere  concealment  of  facts  by 
either  party  to  the  suit,  which  might  be  beneficial  to  the  other, 
has  not  been  regarded  as  fraud.*  To  hold,  therefore,  that  a  judg- 
ment at  law  is  reviewable  in  equity,  simply  because  founded  on 
false  or  exaggerated  claims,  would  be  virtually  to  hold  that  it  is 
the  right  of  the  losing  party,  in  almost  any  action  tried  on  an 
issue  of  fact,  to  have  it  retried  in  equity,  and  would  make  the 
doctrine  of  res  adjudicata  comparatively  nugatory.  What  is 
meant  by  fraud,  as  a  ground  for  enjoining  or  setting  aside  a 
judgment,  is  not  mere  falsity  of  claim  or  proof,  but  fraud  outside 

»  CampbeU  v.   Campbell,   87  Wis.  «  Field   v.    Flanders,    40  111.  470; 

206;    Hopkins  v.   Hopkins,  40  Wis.  Oemens   v.  ^Clemens,  28  Wis.  637; 

462.  Hulberson   v.    Hutchinson,    28  Wis. 

*  Miltimore  v.  Miltimore,  40  Pa.  St.  637. 

151;    Prescott  v.  Fisher,  22  111.  390.  *  Field  v.  Flanders,  40  HI.  470. 
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of  them,  perpetrated  by  some  artifice  or  contrivance  of  the 
party  or  person  benefited,  or  by  some  collubion  of  both  parties, 
whereby,  in  the  course  of  the  trial,  or  in  entering  judgment,  the 
injured,  party  or  the  court  has  been  imposed  upon  or  betrayed 
into  inattention  and  deceived.*  For  the  repose  of  society,  the 
ending  of  litigation  and  the  security  of  titles  to  property,  it  h 
rendered  imperative  and  necessary  that  stability  should  be  given 
to  the  solemn  adjudications  of  courts  of  justice.  The  law  does 
not  require  pai*ties  to  disclose  facts  in  their  knowledge  beneficial 
to  the  other  parties,  unless  required  to  discover  by  a  bill,  and 
such  failure  to  do  so  is  not  of  itself  sufScient  ground  upon  which 
to  invoke  the  aid  of  a  court  of  equity."  Where  an  equitable 
defense  is  presented,  which  might  have  been  made  the  subject  of 
an  original  bill,  the  defendant  cannot,  after  verdict  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff,  present  the  same  matters  in  equity  as  grounds  for 
affirmative  relief  against  the  same  plaintiff.* 

§  407.  A  party  to  a  bill  in  equity  is  estopped  by  the  decree, 
as  to  matters  put  in  issue  by  the  pleadings  and  settled  by  the 
decree.*  When  a  fact  has  been  directly  tried  and  decided  by  a 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  it  cannot  be  contested  again 
between  the  same  parties  or  their  privies,  in  the  same  or  any 
court.  A  judgment  of  a  court  of  law  or  decree  in  chancery,  is 
an  estoppel  to  the  parties  thereto  and  their  privies,  provided  it 
relates  to  the  same  subject  matter,  and  decides  the  questions  sub- 
sequently in  issue.  But  if  that  question  was  before  the  court 
only  collaterally,  and  incidentally  considered,  the  judgment  or 
decree  is  no  estoppel.     It  cannot  be  ascertained  by  inference,  or 


'  Furbush  v.  Colliugwood,  13  R.  I. 
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by  arguing  from  the  former  judgment  or  decree,  whether  the 
question  sobsequentlj  in  issue  was  embraced  therein.' 

§  408.  In  the  application  of  this  rule,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  in  a  late  case  said  :  ^^  It  is  said  that  Corcoran 
and  his  co-trustees,  the  Canal  Company  and  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, were  all  defendanU  to  that  suit^  and  that  as  hetween  them 
no  isstie  was  raised  by  the  pleadings  on  this  questiwij  and  no 
adversary  proaeedings  were  had.  The  answer  is,  that  in  chan- 
cery suits,  where  parties  are  often  made  defendants  because  they 
will  not  join  as  plaintiffs,  who  are  yet  necessary  parties,  it  has 
long  been  settled  that  adverse  interests  as  between  co-defendants 
may  be  passed  upon  and  decided,  and  if  the  parties  ha/oe  had  a 
heaHng  and  an  opportunity  of  asserting  their  rights^  they  are 
concluded  by  the  decree  as  far  as  it  affects  rights  presented  to  the 
court  and  passed  upon  by  its  decree.  It  is  to  be  observed,  also, 
that  the  very  object  of  that  suit  was  to  determine  the  order  of 
the  distribution  of  the  net  revenue  of  the  Canal  Company,  and 
that  the  Corcoran  trustee^  were  made  defendants  for  no  other 
purpose  than  that  they  might  be  bound  by  that  decree,  and, 
lastly,  as  the  decree  did  undoubtedly  dispose  of  that  question, 
its  conclusiveness  cannot  now  be  assailed  collaterally,  on  a  ques- 
tion of  pleading,  when  it  is  clear  that  the  issue  was  fairly  made 
and  was  argued  by  Corcoran's  counsel,  as  is  shown  by  the  third 
head  of  their  brief,  made  a  part  of  this  record  by  stipulation." 

And  in  conclusion  the  court  say  :  "  It  seems  to  us  very  clear 
that  the  question  we  are  now  called  on  to  decide  has  been 
already  decided  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  which  had 
before  it  the  parties  to  the  present  suit ;  that  it  was  decided  on 
an  issue  properly  raised,  to  which  issue  both  complainant  and 
defendant  hero  were  parties,  and  in  which  the  appellant  here  was 
actually  heard  by  his  own  counsel ;  and  that  it,  therefore,  falls 


>  Evans  v.  Burge,  11  Qa.  360  ;  Tuffts,  57  Me.  417;  Slade  v.  Blade,  58 
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kins,  2  Jones  L.  217;  Gilbert  v.  v.  Cecil,  19  Md.  72;  Abbe  v.  Good- 
Thompson,  9  Cash.  848;  Lynch  v.  win,  7  Conn.  877;  Kennedy  v.  Scovil, 
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within  the  salatary  rale  of  law  which  makes  such  a  decision 
final  and  conclusive  between  the  parties.'" 

§  409.  Parties  to  a  suit  in  a  conrt  of  competent  jurisdiction 
where  they  labor  under  no  disability  are  bonnd  by  the  determina- 
tion of  their  rights  if  fairly  before  the  tribunal ;  when  they  have 
been  once  adjudicated  in  a  conrt  having  jurisdiction  they  cannot 
be  again  litigated.  The  object  in  making  a  person  a  party  to  a 
«uit  is  to  enable  him  to  be  heard  and  to  assert  his  rights,  if  he 
fails  to  set  them  up  that  he  may  be  concluded  from  again  litigat- 
ing them,  as  for  instance  :  in  a  proceeding  for  partition  by  heirs, 
the  widow  was  made  a  party ;  the  petition  alleged  that  she  was 
entitled  to  dower,  and  the  court  adjudged  it  to  her,  commissioners 
were  appointed  to  assign  dower ;  they  reported  it  could  not  be 
<lone  and  the  court  therefore  decreed  her  a  yearly  allowance  in 
lieu  of  dower  and  made  it  a  lien  upon  the  land.  The  lands 
were  sold  under  the  partition  proceedings,  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  annuity.  The  widow  made  no  claim  of  homestead, 
and  she  was  estopped  from  afterwards  setting  up  a  homestead 
right  against  the  purchaser  under  the  partition  sale.  Where  an 
unmarried  woman,  the  head  of  a  family,  capable  of  releasing  the 
liomestead,  and  occupying  it,  fails  to  assert  her  right,  when  a 
court  is  called  upon  to  pass  upon  it,  in  a  suit  to  which  she  is  a 
party,  she  will  be  concluded.  Where  a  person  not  under  a  dis- 
ability is  sued  and  the  homestead  is  involved,  it  will  be  affected 
by  any  neglect  to  assert  it,  precisely  as  any  other  right"  And 
this  principle  applies  to  the  children  of  the  party  who  failed  to 
elaim  the  exemption.* 

So  parties  who  appear  before  the  ordinary  to  contest  the 
granting  of  a  homestead  are  concluded  by  the  judgment  upon  all 
questions  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  applicant  to  prove,  and 
upon  all  questions  which  the  statute  provides  the  creditors 
may  make,  but  they  are  not  concluded  upon  questions  over 
which  the  ordinary  has  no  jurisdiction,  unless  it  appears  that 


1  LouiB  v.  Brown,  109  U.  8.  167;        •  Young  v.  Babilon,  91  Pa.  St  280; 
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they  actually  made  gach  qneetions,  and  that  such  were  in  fact 
decided.* 

§  410.  The  conclneivenese  of  judgments  of  inferior  coarte  in 
regard  to  matters  of  probate  and  partition,  was  stated  to  be^ 
under  statutes  similar  to  those  of  New  York ;'  that  an  actual 
partition  or  sale,  under  a  judgment  in  partition,  is  effectual  to  bar 
the  future  contingent  interests  of  persons  not  in  esse,  though  no 
notice  is  published  to  bring  in  unknown  parties,  and  though  such 
future  purchasers  may  take  under  a  deed  or  will,  and  not  as 
claimants  to  any  party  to  the  action,  ^'  and  also  independent  of 
the  statute ;  contingent  remaindermen  or  persons  taking  under 
an  executory  devise,  who  may  thereafter  come  into  being,  are 
bound  by  the  judgment  as  being  yirtually  represented  by  the 
parties  to  the  action,  in  whom  the  present  estate  is  vested."  "A 
final  judgment  was  entered  whereby  it  was  adjudged  and  decreed^ 
that  the  report  of  the  commissioners  in  partition,  and  all  things 
therein  contained,  be  ratified  and  confirmed ;  that  the  partition 
so  made  by  the  commissioners  shall  be  final  and  absolute."  ^^  It 
is  difficult  to  perceive  any  substantial  reason,  why  this  adjudica- 
tion of  the  rights  of  all  parties,  should  not  be  final  and  conclu- 
sive." The  same  court  held,'  "  that  a  judgment  in  partition  is 
binding  upon  the  parties,  if  the  court  had  jurisdiction,"  of  them 
and  the  subject  matter.  Matters  which  have  been  once  determ- 
ined by  judicial  authority  cannot  be  again  drawn  into  controveray 
as  between  the  parties  and  their  privies.  A  decree,  with  regard 
to  the  personal  status  of  an  individual,  will  be  equally  conclusive 
with  a  decision  upon  a  right  of  property ;  and  hence  the  removal 
or  appointment  of  an  administrator  or  guardian,  or  the  adjudica- 
tion on  a  question  of  descent  or  pedigree,  will  be  binding  not 
only  in  the  proceedings  where  they  take  place  but  in  every  other 
in  which  the  same  matter  is  agitated ;  and  it  is  equally  well  set- 
tled that  it  is  immaterial  in  what  manner  the  question  is  brought 
before  the  court  if  it  be  actually  decided."  ^*It  is  not  essential 
to  create  an  estoppel  that  matters  should  have  been  adjudicated 
in  precise  terms.     It  is  sufficient  if  the  substance  was  so  decided. 

1  Harris  v.  Oolquit,  44  Qa.  6S8.  « Blakeld  v.    Culd^r,    15    N.    Y. 

•  Clemens  v.  Clemens,  87  N.  Y.  74.     617. 
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The  estoppel  extends  beyond  what  appears  on  the  face  of  the 
judgment  to  every  allegation  which  was  made  on  one  side  and 
denied  on  the  other,  and  was  at  issue  and  determined  in  the 
conrse  of  the  proceedings."  The  burden  of  proof  is  of  course 
on  those  who  rely  on  the  estoppel,  .and  they  must  show  that  the 
matter  in  controversy  has  already  ^'  been  heard  and  determined, 
when,  however,  it  has  been  made  to  appear  with  sufficient  clear- 
ness that  a  transaction  has  undergone  a  judicial  investigation,  the 
presumption  will  be  irresistible  that  the  judgment  covered  the 
whole,  so  far  as  it  was  entire  and  indivisible ;  and  cannot  be  over- 
come except  by  the  clearest  proof  that  no  evidence  was  given  as 
to  that  fact  by  the  plaintiff,  or  that  the  defendant  failed  to  take 
advantage  of  a  defense  that  might  have  been  made  available."' 

§  411.  ''  The  general  rule  on  the  subject  is  well  known  to  be 
that  a  former  judgment  of  the  same  court  or  a  court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction,  directly  upon  the  point  in  issue,  is  as  a  plea  in 
bar,  or  as  evidence  conclusive  between  the  same  parties,  or  others 
claiming  under  them  upon  the  same  matter  directly  in  question 
in  a  subsequent  action  or  proceeding.  Such  judgment  or  deter- 
mination is  final  and  conclusive,  not  only  as  to  the  matter  actually 
determined,  but  as  to  every  other  matter  which  the  parties  might 
have  been  litigating,  and  have  had  decided  as  incident  to  or  essen- 
tially connected  with  the  same  subject  matter  of  the  litigation, 
and  every  matter  coming  within  the  legitimate  purview  of  the 
original  action,  both  in  respect  to  matters  of  claim  and  defense."' 
This  court  said  that  an  allegation  on  record,  upon  which  issue  had 


'  Bellows  V.  Forsyth,  3  How.  188; 
Harris  v.  Harris,  86  Barb.  88;  Cyphert 
V.  McClure,  22  Pa.  ,St.  195;  Simes  v. 
Zane,  48  Pa.  St. :  Kilheffer  v.  Herr, 
17  S.  &  R.  819;  Hardy  v.  Gholson, 
26  Miss.  70. 

•  Harris  v.  Harris,  86  Barb.  88; 
Bruen  v.  Hone,  2  Barb.  586;  Embury 
v.  Connor,  8  N.  Y.  511;  Hare  v. 
Baker,  5  N.  Y.  851;  Davis  v.  Talcot, 
12  N.  Y.  184;  Hays  v.  Rees,  84 
Barb.  156;  Clemens  v.  Clemens, 
87  N.  Y.  74;  McDowell  v.  McDowell, 
1  Bail.  824;  Babcockv.  Camp,  12  Ohio 
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Bloodgood  V.  Grasey,  31  Ala.  675;  No- 
ble V.  Cope,  50  Pa.  St.  i7;  Voor- 
hees  V.  Bank,  10  Pet.  449;  Etheridge 
V.  Osbom,  12  Wend.  399;  Boston  v, 
Haynes,  88  Cal  81;  Manly  v.  Kidd, 
88  Miss.  141;  Walker  v.  Chase,  53 
Me.  258;  Davis  v.  Brown,  94  U.  8. 
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668;  Howson  v.  Weeden,  77  Va.  704; 
RoberU,  in  re,  19  8.  C.  150;  Foust  v. 
Bellows,  59  N.  H.  229;  Hoover  v. 
York,  35  La.  An.  573;  Buckingham 
V.  Ludlum,  87  N.  J.  E.  187. 
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been  ouce  taken  and  fonnd,  and  a  judgment  bad  been  rendered, 
is  between  the  parties  taking  it  and  their  privies,  conclusive 
According  to  the  finding  thereof,  so  as  to  estop  the  parties  respec^ 
tively,  from  again  litigating  that  fact  once  so  tried  and  found, 
whether  pleaded  in  bar  or  given  in  evidence.  "  It  follows  that 
the  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  a  suit  in 
which  all  the  parties  interested  in  the  subject  matter  of  the  liti- 
gation being  parties  to  the  suit  and  their  rights  are  declared,  was 
res  adjudicata?^^  The  same  court  decided,*  that  where  a  plaint- 
iff had,  in  a  former  action,  recovered  damages  for  injuries  to 
his  land,  caused  by  flooding  the  same,  the  same  causes  continuing 
and  the  same  damages  to  the  plaintiff  as  a  result,  in  a  subse- 
quent action  accruing,  the  defendant  will  be  estopped  from  deny- 
ing damages  as  a  result  from  the  continuing  cause  of  such  dam- 
age as  a  matter  of  law  ;  a  former  recovery  for  injuries  sustained 
by  the  same  plaintiff  from  the  same  cause,  establishes  the  right 
to  recover  damages  subsequently  sustained  from  the  same  cause ; 
but  this  was  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover 
prospective  damages. 

§  412.  As  has  been  repeatedly  stated,  the  verdict  and  judg- 
ment in  any  case  is  admissible  to  prove  the  fact  that  the  judgment 
was  rendered  on  the  verdict  given.  There  is  a  vast  difference 
between  proving  the  existence  and  its  effect,  and  using  a  record 
as  a  means  of  proving  any  fact  recited  in  it.  In  regard  to  prov- 
ing the  existence  of  a  judgment  or  decree,  it  is  never  regarded 
as  rea  inter  alios  dcta^  it  being  a  public  transaction  rendered  by 
public  authority.  The  presumption  is,  that  it  is  faithfully  and 
truly  recorded,  and  this  presumption  is  so  conclusive,  that  the 
only  proper  and  legal  manner  in  which  its  own  existence  can  be 
substantiated,  and  the  legal  consequences  resulting  from  its  ren- 
dition can  be  shown  is  by  its  being  produced  in  any  tribunal 
where  it  is  attempted  to  be  need,  no  matter  who  the  parties  are 


'  Lynch  v.   Swanton.  58  Me.  100;     86;  Clements  v.  Clements,  87  N.  Y. 
Whitman  v.  Henneberry,  78  111.  109;     75;  Love  v.  Waltz,  7  Cal.  250. 
Bniner  v.   Ramsburg,  43  Md.    660;         « Plate  v.    R.   R,   17  N.   Y.  472; 
Roberto  v.  Percival,  18  C.  B.  N.  S.     Bowyer  v.  Schwefleldt,  1  Abb.  App. 
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in  the  action.'     Thns,  if  a  party  acquitted  of  aaeanlt  and  batteiy 

for  which  he  has  been  indicted,  brings  an  action  for  malicious 

prosecution,  the  record  is  evidence  for  the  plaintiff  to  establish 

the  fact  of  his  acquittal,'  notwithstanding  the  parties  are  not  the 

same,  for  in  one  case  the  State  would  be  the  plaintiff  and  the 

other  party  defendant,  and  in  the  civil  action  it  would  be  between 

two  parties  for  another  and  different  action.'    But  it  is  directly 

the  converse  of  this  if  the  party  is  convicted,  and  he  is  then  sued 

in  trespass  for  the  assault.     The  record  in  the  action  for  assault 

can  not  be  used  in  the  subsequent  action  for  trespass  as  evidence 

to  establish  the  assault  as  to  the  matter  in  litigation ;  in  trespass,  J 

as  to  that  action,  it  is  res  inter  aUoe  acta.    Thus,  the  judgment 

against  a  sheriff  for  the  misconduct  of  his  deputy  is  evidence 

against  the  deputy  that  the  sheriff  has  been  compelled  to  pay  the 

amount  awarded,  and  for  the  cause  averred,  but  it  is  not  evidence 

against  the  deputy  of  his  misconduct  unless  he  was  notified  of 

the  suit  and  required  to  defend.^ 

§  413.  It  may,  therefore,  be  stated  as  a  general  rule  that 
while  a  verdict  and  judgment  in  a  criminal  case  may  be  and  is 
admissible  and  conclusive  evidence  in  regard  to  its  own  rendition, 
it  cannot  be  used  in  a  civil  action  to  establish  the  fact  upon 
which  it  was  rendered.'  For  the  obvious  reason  that  the  party 
may  have  been  convicted  upon  the  evidence  of  the  very  plaintiff 
in  the  civil  action  ;  if  acquitted  it  may  have  been  by  collusion 
with  the  prosecutor.  There  is  no  mutuality  ;  the  parties  are  not 
the  same«  Estoppels  should  be  reciprocal ;'  neither  is  the  man- 
ner of  proceeding  the  same,  nor  can  the  defendant  in  the  crim- 
inal action  avail  himself  of  any  admission  the  plaintiff  in  the 
civil  action  might  make ;  and  the  jury  in  the  criminal  trial  must 
be  satisfied  of  the  party's  guilt,  while*  in  the  civil  action  the  ver- 
dict is  rendered  generally  on  the  mere  preponderance  of  evi- 

^  Ansley  v.  Carlos,  9  Ala.  973;  Ma-  Jordan  y.  Lewis,  2  Stra.  1122. 

pie  V.  Beach,  43  Ind.  51.  ^  Tyler  v.  Ulman,  12  Mass.  66. 

t  Caddy  v.  Barlow,  1  M.  <&  R  277;  "  Mead   v.    Boston,  8   Cush.  404; 

Basby  v.  Mathews,  L.  R.  2  C.  P.  684;  State  v.  Hoggard,  12  Minn.  167. 

Arandell  v.  Tregono,  Telv.  116;  Leg-  *  Gibeon    v.    McCarthy,    Cas.    T. 

'gatt  V.  ToUewey,  14  East,  801.  Hard.  811;  Towsley  v.  Johnson,  1 

•  Leggatt  V.  ToUewey,  14  East,  802;  Neb.  95;  Corbley  v.  Wilson,  71  BL 

209. 
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dence,  and  for  tliese  same  reasons  it  most  be  clearly  apparent  that 
a  judgment  in  a  civil  action  cannot  be  nsed  in  a  criminal  proceed- 
ing/ TLns  the  record  of  the  trial  and  acqnittal  of  a  person  upon 
indictment  for  a  crime  is  not  competent  evidence  of  his  inno- 
cence to  meet  a  plea  of  justification  interposed  in  an  action  by 
him  of  slander,  in  charging  him  with  the  same  crime.  As  the 
defendant  in  the  slander  suit  was  not  a  party  to  the  proceedings 
on  the  indictment,  which  were  between  the  people  and  the 
accused,  he  is  not  bound  by  the  result.'  In  a  criminal  prosecution 
for  the  removal  of  a  fence  from  land,  a  judgment  in  a  civil 
action,  between  the  defendant  and  the  prosecuting  witness,  ren- 
dered before  the  commission  of  the  alleged  trespass,  whereby  the 
disputed  boundary  line  was  defined  and  settled,  is  admissible  in 
evidence,  and  the  effect  of  such  judgment  was  to  establish  the 
boundary  line,  and  to  exclude  inquiry  into  antecedent  facts  to 
the  contrary.'  But  a  conviction  and  sentence  by  a  U.  S.  district 
court  of  one  charged  with  crimes,  is  conclusive  on  every  other 
tribunal.^  *^  A  judgment  in  an  English  court  is  not  conclusive 
as  to  anything  but  the  point  decided,  and,  therefore,  a  judgment 
of  conviction  on  an  indictment  for  forging  a  bill  of  exchange, 
though  conclusive  as  to  the  prisoner  being  a  convicted  felon,  is 
not  only  not  conclusive,  but  is  not  even  admissible  evidence  of 
the  forgery  in  an  action  on  the  bill,  though  the  conviction  must 
have  proceeded  on  the  ground  that  the  bill  was  forged."*  A 
record  that  is  res  inter  alioa  acta  is  admissible  in  an  action  against 
a  sheriff  for  neglect  in  regard  to  an  execution,  or  to  show  the 
testimony  of  a  former  trial,  or  when  the  judgment  constitutes 
one  of  the  muniments  of  the  party's  title  to  an  estate,  as  where 
a  deed  was  made  under  a  decree  in  chancery,  or  a  sale  was  made 
by  the  sheriff  under  an  exec;^tion,  or  where  the  recovery  of  a  judg- 
ment operates  to  change  or  create  a  title,  and  it  is  on  this  princi- 
ple that  decisions  of  admiralty  and  prize  courts  are  admissible  as 
they  transfer  property.*    So,  in  Pennsylvania,  by  recovering  a 

>  Rex  v.  Boston,  4  East,  572  ;  Jones  *  Barney  v.  Patterson,  6  H.  &  J. 

T.  White,  1  Btra.  68.  182;  Taylor  v.  Phelps,  1  H.  &  J. 

*  Corbley  v.  Wilson.  71  111.  209.  192;  Baylor  v.  De  jamett,  18  QnXi, 

*  Dorrell  v.  State,  88  Ind.  857.  172;  Sidensparker  v.  Sidensparker,  6^ 

*  Ablemanv.  Booth,  21  How.  506.  Me.  481;  Inman  v.  Mead,  97  Mass: 

*  Castrique  v.  Imrie,  L.  R  4  Eng.  810;  Secrist  y.  Green,  8  Wall.  744^ 
A  Ir.  App.  484.                         ^  easier  v.  Shipman,  85  N.|Y.  588;  Can* 
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jadgment  in  trespass,  for  carrying  away  goods,  the  plaintiff's 
property  in  them  becomes  divested,  and  conseqaently  such  judg- 
ment is  admissible  in  favor  of  a  stranger,  who  is  subsequently 
sued  in  assumpsit  by  the  same  plaintiff  for  the  proceeds  or  price 
of  the  goods.' 

'  §  414.  In  the  statement  of  the  doctrine  of  estoppel  by  matter 
of  record  or  res  judicata  we  have  attempted  to  show  t  he  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  doctrine  is  founded  and  have  examined 
it  solely  as  to  causes  of  a  civil  nature  or  judgments  in  the 
larger  class,  ci/vU  actions.  The  doctrine  applies  in  criminal 
actions,  and  is  one  of  the  most  important  as  well  as  one  of 
the  highest  constitutional  rights  guaranteed  to  every  citizen  of 
the  civilized  world.  That  no-  man  shall  twice  be  punished  by 
judicial  judgments  for  the  same  offense.  This  principle  is  well 
settled  in  England  and  America,  and  is  part  of  the  organic  law 
of  each  one  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. The  constitutional  provision  that  "no  person  shall 
be  subject  for  the  same  offense  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life 
or  limb,'^  is  equivalent  to  the  declaration  of  the  common  law  prin- 
eiple  that  no  man  shall  be  twice  punished  for  the  same  crime  or 
misdemeanor.  This  principle  may  be  stated  thus :  a  regular  con- 
viction or  acquittal  upon  a  sufficient  indictment  is  a  good  plea  in 
bar  to  a  subsequent  prosecution  for  the  same  offense.'  So  that 
whenever  it  is  made  to  appear  substantially,  by  the  record  of  atrial, 
that  the  defendant  has  been  tried  and  acquitted,  by  a  court  of 
eompetent  jurisdiction,  for  the  same  offense,  the  second  pros- 
ecution must  be  barred."  The  same  rule  applies  whenever  the 
proceedings  operate  as  an  acquittal.* 


dee  V.  Lord,  8  N.  Y.  269;  Voorhees  ▼. 
•Seymour,  26  Barb.  669;  ChaoofberlaiD 
V.  Carlisle,  26  N.  H.  540. 

»  Floyd  V.  Brown,  1  Rawle,  122; 
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*  Leslie  v.  State,18  Ohio  8. 890;  State 
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Leavenworth  v.  Tomlinson,  1  Root, 
486;  McCaaley  v.  State,  26  Ala.  135; 


Commonwealth  v.  Hawkins,  11  Bush, 
608. 

'  Day  Y.  Commonwealth,  28  Gratt. 
915;  Britton  v.  State,  54  Ind.  585; 
State  y.  George,  53  Ind.  434;  State  ▼. 
Brown.  16  Conn.  54;  Stevens  v.  Pus- 
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Goddard,  18  Mass.  457. 

« State  v.  Calender,  8  Iowa,  288; 
Grogan  v.  State,  44  Ala.  9;  Jones  v. 
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§  41&.  If  tbere  is  anything  settled  in  the  jurisprudence  of 
England  and  America,  it  is  that  no  man  can  be  twice  lawfully 
punished  for  the  same  offense.  And  though  there  have  been 
nice  questions  in  the  application  of  this  rule  to  cases  in  which  tho 
act  charged  was  such  as  to  come  within  the  definition  of  more 
than  one  statutory  offense,  or  to  bring  the  party  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  more  than  one  court,  there  has  never  been  any 
doubt  of  its  entire  and  complete  protection  of  the  party  when  a 
second  punishment  is  proposed  in  the  same  court,  on  the  same 
facts,  for  the  same  statutory  offense.  The  principle  finds  expres- 
sion in  more  than  one  form  in  the  maxims  of  the  common  law» 
In  civil  cases  the  doctrine  is  expressed  by  the  maxim  that  no 
man  shall  be  twice  vexed  for  one  and  the  same  cause.  Nemo 
debet  his  vexaripro  una  et  eadem  causa.  It  is  upon  the  fopnda* 
tion  of  this  maxim  that  the  plea  of  a  former  judgment  for  the 
same  matter,  whether  it  be  in  favor  of  the  defendant  or  against 
him,  is  a  good  bar  to  an  action.  In  the  criminal  law  the  same 
principle  is  thus  stated,  ^^Nemo  his  punitur  pro  eodem  delicto^ 
or,  according  to  Coke,  "  Nemo  debet  hispuniri  pro  una  delicto. 
No  one  can  be  twice  punished  for  the  same  crime  or  misdemeanor. 
Blacketone  in  his  Commentaries'  cites  the  same  maxim  as  the 
reason  why,  if  a  person  has  been  found  guilty  of  manslaughter 
on  an  indictment,  and  has  had  benefit  of  clergy,  and  suffered 
the  judgment  of  the  law^  he  cannot  afterwards  be  appealed.  If 
there  had  been  no  punishment  the  appeal  would  lie,  and  the 
party  would  be  subject  to  the  danger  of  another  form  of  triaL 
But  by  reason  of  this  universal  principle,  that  no  person  shall  be 
i^\(te punished  for  the  same  offense,  that  ancient  right  of  appeal 
was  gone  wlien  the  punishment  had  once  been  suffered.  The 
protection  against  the  action  of  the  same  court  in  inflicting  pun- 
ishment twice  must  surely  be  as  necessary,  and  as  clearly  within 
the  maxim,  as  protection  from  chances  or  danger  of  a  second 
punishment  on  a  second  trial.  The  common  law  not  only  pro- 
hibited a  second  punishment  for  the  same  offense,  but  it  went 
further  and  forbid  a  second  trial  for  the  same  offense,  whether 
the  accused  had  suffered  punishment  or  not,  and  whether  in 

>  Hawkins   Pleas  of  the   Crown,         <  4  Co.  48;  11  Id.  95. 
Ten.  .   '  Vol.  4,  815,  Sharswood^B  editioa 
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the  former  trial  he  had  been  acquitted  or  convicted.  Hence  to 
ever;  indictment  or  information  charging  a  partj  with  a  known 
and  defined  crime  or  misdemeanor,  wliether  at  the  common  law 
or  by  statute,  a  plea  of  autrefois  aoquii  or  autrefois  convict  is  a 
good  defense. 

Every  person  acquainted  with  the  history  of  governments 
must  know  that  State  trials  have  been  employed  as  a  formidable 
engine  in  the  bands  of  a  dominant  administration.  To  prevent 
this  mischief,  the  ancient  common  law,  as  well  as  Magna  Oharta 
itself,  provided  that  but  one  acquittal  or  conviction  should  satisfy 
the  law ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  accused  should  always  have 
the  right  secured  to  him  of  availing  himself  of  the  pleas  of  autre- 
fois acquit  and  a/uirefois  convictt  To  perpetuate  this  wise  rule, 
so  favorable  and  necessary  to  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  in  a  gov- 
ernment like  ours,  so  frequently  subject  to  changes  in  popular 
feeling  and  sentiment,  was  the  design  of  enacting  the  clause  in 
question.'"  In  a  case*  where  the  prisoner  had  been  indicted,  tried, 
and  convicted  of  arson,  while  still  in  custody  under  this  proceed- 
ing he  was  arraigned  on  an  indictment  for  the  murder  of  two  per- 
sons who  were  in  the  house  when  it  was  burned.  To  this  he 
pleaded  the  former  conviction  in  bar,  and  the  court  held  it  a  good 
plea.  Punishment  for  arson  can  not  technically  extend  either  to 
life  or  limb ;  but  the  court  founded  its  argument  on  the  provision 
of  the  constitution  of  New  Jersey.  After  referring  to  the  com- 
mon law  maxim,  the  court  says :  "  The  constitution  of  New  Jer- 
sey declares  this  important  principle  in  this  form :  '  Nor  shall 
any  person  be  subject  for  the  same  offense  to  be  twice  put  in 
jeopardy  of  life  or  limb.'  Our  courts  of  justice  would  have 
recognized  and  acted  upon  it  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  prin- 
ciples of  the  common  law  without  any  constitutional  provision. 
But  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  have  thought  it  worthy  of 
especial  notice.  And  all  who  are  conversant  with  courts  of  jus- 
tice must  be  satisfied  that  this  great  principle  forms  one  of  the 
strong  bulwarks  of  liberty.  Upon  this  principle  are  founded 
the  pleas  of  autrefois  acquit  and  autrefois  convict,^^  These  pleas 
depend  upon  the  principle  that  no  maa  shall  more  than  once  be 
placed  in  peril  of  legal  penalties  upon  the  same  accusation. 

1  Commonwealth  v.  Olds,  6  Litt.  187.      ^  Cooper  ▼.  State,  18  N.  J.  L.  861. 
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§  416.  But  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  charges  in  the  two 
indictments  should  be  precisely  the  same ;  it  is  sufficient  if  an 
acquittal  from  the  offense  charged  in  the  first  indictment  yirtn* 
ally  includes  an  acquittal  from  that  set  forth  in  the  second,  how- 
ever they  may  differ  in  degree.  Thus,  an  acquittal  on  an 
indictment  for  murder  will  be  a  good  bar  to  an  indictment  for 
manslaughter,  and  the  converse  an  acquittal  on  an  indictment  for 
manslaughter  will  be  a  bar  to  a  prosecution  for  murder.^  Where 
there  is  but  one  count  in  an  indictment,  on  which  the  accused 
may  be  convicted  of  one  of  several  offenses  which  are  covered 
by  the  indictment,  the  verdict  of  the  jury  finding  the  accused 
guilty  of  one  of  the  said  offenses  is  a  verdict  of  acquittal  of  all 
the  others  of  a  higher  grade  of  offense. 

§  417.  It  is  held  by  many  courts  that  if  the  accused  applies 
for  and  obtains  a  new  trial,  he  does  not  thereby  waive  the  advan- 
tage of  the  acquittal  thus  obtained ;  he  can  only  be  tried  again 
for  the  offense  for  which  he  was  convicted.'     It  has  been  other- 


^  Commoiiwealtii  v.  Griffin,  21  Pick. 
528;  Cameron  ▼.  State,  18  Ark.  712; 
Carpenter  ▼.  State.  28  Ala.  84;  Clark 
V.  State,  12  Ga.  131;  Barnett  v.  People, 
64  111.  825;  Bremer  v.  People,  15  111. 
511;  Dinkey  v.  Commonwealth,  17  Pa. 
St.  126;  Frauscisco  ▼.  State,  24  N.  J.  L. 
30;  Hurt  v.  State,  25  Miss.  378;  John- 
son V.  State,  14  Ga.  258;  Jordan  v. 
State,  22  Ga.  545;  People  v.  McGowan, 
17  Wend.  886;  People  v.  Smith.  57 
Barb.  56;  Peoi)le  v.  Loop,  8  Park  C. 
561;  People  v.  Gilmore.  4  Cal.  876; 
Lohman  v.  People,  1  N.  Y.  879; 
Livingstone's  Case,  14  Gratt.  492;  R. 
V.  Oliver,  8  Cox  C.  C.  287;  R.  v. 
Barnclt,  9  C.  &  P.  887;  R.  v.  Yeadon, 
9  Cox  C.  C.  91;  Rolls  v.  State,  52  Miss. 
891;  Reynolds  v.  State,  11  Tex.  120; 
Res.  V.  Roberts,  2  Dall.  124;  People 
V.  Apger,  85  Cal.  889;  State  v.  Hardy, 
47  N.  H.  538;  State  v.  Coy,  2  Aik. 
181;  State  ▼.  Reed,  40  Yt.  608;  State 
Y.  Johnson,  10  N.  J.  L.  185;  State  v. 


Stedman,  7  Port.  495;  State  y.  Robej, 
8  Nev.  812;  State  v.  Cooper,  1  Green, 
861;  State  v.  Reed,  12  Md.  263;  Sute 
y.  Lewis,  2  Hawks,  98;  State  y.  Gowell, 

4  Ind.  281;  State  y.  Lessin/s^,  16  Minn. 
80;  State  y.  Smith,  15  Mo.  550;  State 
y.  Eeogh,  18  La.  Ann.  248;  State  y. 
Shepherd,  9  Conn.  54;  Stale  y.  Ross, 
29  Mo.  82;  State  y.  Martin,  80  Wis. 
216;  State  y.  Taylor,  8  Oreg.  10;  State 
y.  Dearborn,  54  Me.  442;  State  y. 
Waters,  89  Me.  64;  Stewart  y.  State, 

5  Ohio.  242;  Swinney  y.  State,  16 
Miss.  576;  Slaughter  y.  State,  6 
Humph.  410;  Wilcox  y.  State,  81 
Tex.  586. 

'  Stuart  y.  Commonwealth.  28 
Gratt.  950;  Slaughter  y.  State,  6 
Humph.  410;  People  y.  Gilmore,  4 
Cal.  876;  Joi-dan  y.  State,  22  Ga.  545; 
Barnett  y.  People,  54  111.  825;  State 
y.  Tweedy,  11  Iowa,  850;  State  y. 
Ross,  29  Mo.  82;  State  y.  Martin,  80 
Wis.  216;  Hurt  y.  State,  25  Miss. 
878.  • 
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wise  held,  upon  soand  principle,  that  such  new  trial  leaves  the 
ease  as  it  was  originally,  and  that  the  jury  may  find  the  defend- 
ant guilty  of  the  greater  offense.  Thus, -it  was  said,  by  Jndge 
Grier,  in  addressing  the  prisoners,  on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
after  having  been  convicted  of  manslaughter :  '^  But  let  me  now 
solemnly  warn  you  to  consider  well  the  choice  you  shall  make. 
Another  jury,  instead  of  acquitting  you  altogether,  may  find  yon 
guilty  of  the  whole  indictment,  and  thus  your  lives  may  become 
forfeit  to  the  law.  If  you  choose  to  run  this  risk,  and  again  put 
your  lives  in  jeopardy,  it  must  be  by  your  own  act  and  choice, 
being  neither  compelled  nor  advised  thereto  by  the  court ;  and 
when  your  solemn  election  shall  have  been  put  on  record,  the 
court  will  hold  you  forever  after  estopped  to  allege  that  your 
•constitutional  rights  have  not  been  awarded  to  you.'"  While 
many  courts,  have  taken  the  latter  to  be  the  true  rule,  it  is  stated 
by  Wharton,*  that  where  the  major  and  minor  offenses  are  before 
the  jury,  a  conviction  of  the  minor  is  an  acquittal  of  the  major. 
As  for  example,  a  conviction  for  assault  and  battery  will  be  a 
complete  bar  to  an  indictihent  for  assault  with  intent  to  murder.' 
While  this  is  undeniable  where  the  verdict  is  allowed  to  stand,  it 
seems  on  principle  that  if  the  defendant  is  permitted  to  have  a 
new  trial  before  a  new  jury,  upon  the  same  or  additional  evi- 
<]ence,  in  the  hope  of  an  acquittal,  the  State  should  be  allowed 
the  same  latitude,  and  obtain  a  conviction  upon  the  original 
indictment,  as  the  party  voluntarily  places  himself  in  the  same 
position  he  occupied  before  the  trial  in  the  first  action,  thus 
waiving  the  constitutional  right  of  being  twice  tried  or  jeopar- 
<iized  for  the  same  offense.  In  a  late  case  in  Iowa,  the  question 
was  raised  as  to  the  validity  of  a  conviction  by  a  jury  of  eleven. 
The  constitution  provides  that  the  right  to  trial  by  jury  shall 
remain  inviolate  ;  it  was  said  that  the  jury  contemplated  should 
consist  of  twelve  men.  Yet  the  Supreme  Court  held  that  a  con- 
stitutional provision  might  be  waived  by  the  defendant  by  con- 
sent of  the  State,  and  such  a  verdict  would  be  binding.  If  one 
provision  may  be  waived,  another  may,  and  there  can  be  no 
question  but  that  a  new  trial  in  a  civil  case  leaves  the  cause  as 

"  U.  B.  V.  Harding,  1  Wall.  Jr.  147;        •  §  660,  7th  Ed.  Grim.  Law. 
State  V.  Reihmer,  20  Ohio  6.  619.  *  Moore  v.  State,  71  Ala.  807. 
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though  never  tried ;  and  if  a  jadgment  is  rendered  in  favor  of 
the  defendant,  he  can  not  prevent  the  plaintiff  from  recovering 
the  full  amount  sued  for,  if  he  can  maintain  his  action.  Wliy  a 
new  trial  in  a  criminal  case  should  give  a  defendant  any  greater 
rights  than  one  in  a  civil  cause  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  on  prin- 
ciple ;  if  the  entire  matter  is  to  be  tried  de  novo  the  jury  should 
be  the  exclusive  judges  of  the  extent  of  the  offense.  The  law 
^  protects  the  defendant  if  he  desires  to  be  protected,  and  if  he^ 
with  knowledge  of  his  rights,  seeks  another  trial,  he  should  be 
informed  of  his  rights  and  the  danger  of  a  new  trial ;  if  he  then 
demands  it  as  his  right  and  obtains  its  benefits,  he  should  under- 
stand that  he  takes  it  cum  onerSy  and  that  he  is  to  be  placed  in 
the  subsequent  trial  before  a  jury  upon  the  same  indictment, 
and  that  he  has  waived  the  acquittal  of  the  major  offense  which 
the  conviction  of  the  minor  one  necessarily  implies.  While  the 
doctrine  that  the  conviction  of  the  minor  is  an  acquittal  of  the 
major  is  plausible,  it  is  neither  a  conviction  or  acquittal  if  a  new 
trial  is  granted  ;  it  is  an  absolute  nullity,  void  for  all  purposes^ 
unless  the  rule  first  seated  should  be  maintained  as  correct.  The 
remarks  of  Judge  Grier  are,  on  principle,  correct,  and  if  the 
State  is  to  be  burdened  with  the  expense  of  repeated  trials  in 
order  to  vindicate  the  law,  there  should  be  no  greater  benefit 
conferred  on  one  of  the  parties  than  on  the  other ;  each  should 
stand  upon  the  same  footing.  If  the  defendant  is  accorded  a  new 
trial  to  obtain  an  acquittal  upon  the  same  charge  the  State 
should  have  the  like  opportunity  to  convict  it.  It  is  far  better 
to  submit  the  whole  matter  to  a  jury  than  for  a  court  to  acquit 
a  party  of  an  offense  by  granting  him  a  new  trial,  and  for  each 
succeeding  verdict  to  lessen  the  degree  of  the  crime  with  which 
he  is  charged.  The  whole  question  seems  to  be  one  of  waiver  or 
election,  and  there  can  be  no  reason  why  a  party,  with  full 
knowledge  of  his  rights,  should  not  be  bound  by  his  election  in  a 
criminal  as  well  as  in  civil  case.  With  skilled  counsel  and  an 
impartial  and  able  court,  there  is  no  question  but  what  the 
defendant's  Jife  and  liberty  will  be  fully  and  legally  protected. 
This  rule  cannot  be  applied  by  a  court  where  the  statute  provides 
the  contrary  doctrine. 

§  418.  The  record  of  an  acquittal  or  conviction  upon  a  crim* 


Judgments  of  Infebior  Courts.  491 

inal  charge  is  generally  pleadable  in  bar,  or  conclusive  evidence 
upon  another  indictment  or  other  proceeding  for  the  Bame 
offense.  The  parties  are  the  same  in  both,  and  no  one  ought  to 
be  put  in  jeopardy  twice  for  the  same  offense.  Upon  this  groand 
it  has  been  held  that  a  person  tried  and  acquitted  by  a  competent 
tribunal)  though  in  a  foreign  country,  could  not  be  tried  again 
for  the  same  offense,*  unless  it  were  done  for  the  purpose  of 
defeating  justice  and  in  fraud  of  the  rightful  sovereignty.'  A 
judgment  in  a  criminal  proceeding  is  in  the  nature  of  a  judg- 
ment m  rem;  such  a  judgment  standing  unreversed  is  conclusive 
evidence  as  to  all  its  consequence?,  though  there  are  some  limita- 
tions to  its  conclusive  effect.  Thus,  while  an  accessory  to  a 
felony,  notwithstanding  the  judgment  against  his  principal,  is 
entitled  to  controvert  his-  guilt,  it  is  on\j jprima  facie  evidence. 
But  this  is  perhaps  the  only  case  where  a  judgment  founded  on 
a  verdict  is  not  conclusive  as  to  the  attainder  of  the  principal. 
For  a  judgment  in  a  criminal  matter,  so  far  as  it  regards  all  th& 
consequences  of  the  judgment,  is  binding  upon  all ;  the  attainder 
of  a  criminal  is,  so  long  as  it  remains  in  force,  conclusive  upon 
all  claiming  from  or  through  the  party  attainted.  So  a  fine 
imposed  for  a  breach  of  the  peace  is  a  legal  bar  to  a  subsequent 
indictment  of  the  same  party  for  the  same  act.'  So  a  conviction 
on  an  indictment  for  conspiring  with  distillers  to  defraud  the 
internal  revenue  is  a  bar  to  a  civil  action  for  a  penalty,  founded 
on  the  same  acts  of  the  accused ;  and  so  also  is  a  pardon  for  the 
criminal  offense.* 

§  419.  The  question  frequently  arises,  what  is  jeopardy,  so  aa 
to  prevent  a  second  trial  for  the  same  offense  ?  and  from  the  vast 
number  of  decisions  upon  questions  pertinent  to  this  inquiry,  it 
would  seem  to  be  readily  settled ;  but  from  the  reasoning  of  courts 
in  deciding  cases  it  is  as  difScult  of  solution  upon  any  settled 
principle  as  almost  any  new  proposition  in  the  science  of  juris- 

*  Hutchinson'8  Case,  1  Show  6 ;  289;  State  v.  Cole,  48  Mo.  98;  Com- 
R.  V.  Roche,  1  Leach,  134.  monwealth  v.  Jackson,  2  Ya.  Cas.501. 

*  State  v.  Little,  1  N.  H.  268;  State  *  Commonwealth  v.  Foster,  8  Met. 
v.  Brown,  16  Conn.  54;  Bidson  y.Peo-  Ky.  1;  Commonwealth  v.  Hawkins,  11 
pie,  81  lU.  409;  State  v.  Green,  16  la.  Bush,  708. 

*  U.  S.  V.  McKee,  4  Dill.  138. 
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prudence.  Without  an  extensive  research  into  the  field  of  crim- 
inal law,  which  occupies  many  volumes  of  text-books  and  reports, 
we  shall  have  to  be  content  with  a  cursory  examination  in  order  to 
include  it  within  the  compass  of  this  work.  The  learned  reader 
will  find  the  whole  subject  ably  treated  in  Wharton  on  Criminal 
Law,  and  also  in  Bishop's  works  on  the  same  subject.  Jeopardy 
attaches  when  an  accused  is  put  on  trial  on  a  valid  indictment,  and 
all  the  preliminary  steps  essential  to  the  validity  of  the  trial  have 
been  taken,  the  jeopardy  attacjies  from  the  moment  the  trial  is 
begun,  and  the  trial  is  deemed  to  commence  at  the  time  the  jury 
is  impaneled,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Kentucky,  when  ^^  a  jury  has  been  charged  with  his  deliverance, 
and  a  jury  has  been  thus  charged  when  they  have  been  impan- 
eled and  sworn,'  the  jeopardy  of  the  accused  has  commenced  so 
far  as  to  be  fully  protected  by  the  provision  of  the  Constitution 
from  the  peril  of  a  second  trial  for  the  same  offense."  And  such 
is  the  case  though  there  should  be  no  verdict  rendered  in  the 
trial,  if  the  failure  or  default  has  accrued  by  means  of  any  fault 
or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  State  or  its  officials ;  as  where  the 
prosecuting  attorney  declares  that  he  abandons  the  case  or  enters 
-a  nMe  prosequi^  or  the  progress  of  the  trial  is  in  any  way  put  an 
end  to ;  as  where  he  conceives  he  has  not  sufficiently  prepared 
the  evidence  to  warrant  a  verdict ;  or  fears  that  his  indictment  is 
so  defective  that  it  will  not  sustain  the  verdict  in  case  the 
-defendant  moves  in  arrest  of  judgment,  or  the  judge  miscon- 
ceives the  law,  or  decides  some  question  of  law^  against  him*;  in 
any  such  or  the  like  instances,  the  proceeding,  without  the  ver- 
■dict,  is  a  bar  to  any  second  prosecution.* 

§  420.  A  person  once  placed  upon  his  trial  before  a  compe- 
tent court  and  jury,  charged  with  his  case  upon  a  valid  indict- 
ment, is  in  jeopardy,  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  unless 


>  Maden  y.  Emmons,  88  Ind.  831; 
KlDgen  T.  StAte,  46  Ind.  182;  State  v. 
Walker,  26  Ind.  846;  Joy  v.  State,  14 
Ind.  139;  Brinkman  v.  State,  67  Ind. 
76;  Weaver  v.  Stote,  88  Ind.  -289; 
O'Brien  y.  Commonwealth,  9  Bush, 
988;  Williams  v.  Ck)mmonwealth,  78 


Ky.  98;  Mount  y.  State,  14  Ohio.  295; 
Page  v.  State,  8  Ohio  St.  229;  Stewart 
y.  State,  16  Ohio  St.  166;  Com.  y. 
Cook,  6  S.  &  R,  677;  Spier's  Case.  1 
Dey.  491;  Williams  Case.  2  Gratt. 
667;  Com.  v.  Clue.  8  Rawle.  498. 
•  Com.  y.  Harrison,  2  Vlrg.  Ca8.202; 
State  y.  Buchanan,  6  H.  &  J.  174. 
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such  jury  be  discharged  without  rendering  a  verdict,  from  a  legal 
necessity  or  from  cause  bejond  tlie  control  of  the  court,  such  as 
death,  sickness,  or  insanity  of  some  one  of  the  jury,  the  prisoner, 
or  the  court,  or  by  consent  of  the  prisoner;  and  if  such  a  jury 
render  a  verdict  or  be  discharged  before  a  verdict,  without  such 
legal  necessity,  controlling  cause,  or  consent,  the  prisoner  is  for- 
ever protected  from  a  re-trial  upon  the  same  or  any  other  indict- 
ment  for  the  same  offense,  unless  at  his  instance  the  verdict  be 
Bet  aside  or  judgment  be  reversed.' 

The  discretion  of  the  court  in  the  discharge  of  a  jury  for 
inability  to  agree  must,  however,  be  exercised  upon  some  kind  of 
evidence,  and  the  judgment  of  the  court  on  the  point  should  be 
expressed  in  some  form  upon  the  record.  A  report  made  by  the 
sheriff  to  the  court,  that  the  jury  say  they  are  unable  to  agree,  is 
not  evidence  upon  which  the  court  can  act  in  discharging  the 
jury  for  inability  to  agree.  The  proper  course  is  to  call  the  jury 
into  court,  and  have  them  announce  their  inability  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  court.  If,  while  a  jury  is  out  deliberating  upon 
their  verdict  in  a  criminal  case,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the 
term,  the  judge,  without  calling  the  jury  into  court,  adjourns 
the  court  for  the  term,  this  is  equivalent  to  an  acquittal  of  the 
defendant.  It  is  held  that  the  discharge  of  a  juror,  against  the 
objection  of  the  prisoner,  after  the  jury  is  sworn,  operates  as  a 
discharge  of  the  entire  jury,  but  it  does  not  operate  as  an 
acquittal  or  bar  another  trial.' 

§  421.  One  cannot  be  twice  tried  for  the  same  crime.*    Thus 


'People  V.  Webb,  58  Cal.  4(57; 
O'Brian  v.  Commonwealtb,  9  Bush, 
833;  State  v.  Wilson,  50  Ind.  487; 
Grant  v.  People,  4  Park.  C.  R.  627; 
Teat  V.  State,  53  Miss.  439;  Maxwell, 
in  re,  11  Nev.  428;  People  v.  Cage.  48 
Oal.  324;  State  v.  Lennig,  42  Ind.  541; 
People  V.  Hunckeler,  48  Cal.  831;  State 
V.  Alman,  64  N.  C.  864;  King  v.  Peo- 
ple, 5  Hun,  297;  Nolan  ▼.  State,  55 
Ga.  521;  Clements,  in  re,  50  Ala.  459; 
People  V.  Barrett,  2  Caines,  804;  Rey- 
nolds y.  State,  8  Ga.  53;  Baker  v. 
State,  12  Ohio  8.  214;  State  ▼.  Krebs, 
8  Ala.  951;  Commonwealth  v.  Tuck, 


20  Pick.  856;  People  y.  Jones,  48 
Mich.  554. 

'  Nij[on  y.  State,  55  Ala.  129;  Les- 
ter y.  State,  38  Ga,  829;  State  y. 
Vaughen,  29  Iowa,  28. 

*  Buhler  y.  State,  64  Ga.  504;  Hirsh- 
field  y.  State,  11  Tex.  App.  207;  State 
y.  Murray,  55  Iowa,  580;  Common- 
wealth y.  Robinson,  126  Mass.  259; 
Ferguson  y.  People.  90  HI.  510;  Wil- 
cox y.  State,  6  Lea,  571;  8.  C,  40 
Am.  R.  53;  Commonwealth  y.  Bright, 
78  Ky.  288;  State  y.  Brown.  49  Vt, 
487;  Berry  y.  State,  65  Ala.  117;  State 
y.  De  Grailenreid,  9  Bax  287. 
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an  acquittal  for  selliDg  intoxicating  liqaor  is  a  bar  to  a  subse- 
quent prosecution  for  the  same  offenses  put  in  issue  in  tbe  former 


case. 


1 


Thus  a  cqpviction  for  simple  larceny,  or  petit  larceny,  or  a 
conviction  for  burglary  with  intent  to  commit  lai*ceny,  will  bar  a 
subsequent  prosecution  on  an  indictment  for  the  same  larceny/ 
and  is  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  indictment  for  the  same  larceny 
alleging  ownership  of  the  /»ame  property  in  another."  So  a 
conviction  for  swindling  is  a  good  bar  to  a  prosecution  for 
^^  uttering  a  forged  instrument,"*  while  the  pendency  of  an 
indictment  is  not  a  good  ground  for  a  plea  in  abatement  to 
another  indictment  in  the  same  court  for  the  same  cause.  When- 
ever either  of  them — and  it  matters  not  which — is  tried  and 
judgment  pronounced  thereon,  such  judgment  will  afford  a 
good  plea  in  bar  to  the  other,  either  of  autrefois  oonrnctj  or  autre* 
fais  acquit^  but  nothing  short  of  an  acquittal  or  conviction  will 
support  such  a  plea.*  So  one  may  be  convicted  of  either  of  two 
felonies  which  have  so  merged  that,  if  the  proper  plea  were 
interposed,  he  could  not  be  convicted-of  both.* 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts  in  a  late  case^  said : 
^^  An  offense  is  in  its  nature  indivisible.  It  may  consist  of  a 
series  of  acts,  but  that  series  constitutes  but  one  offense.     It  may 


»  State  V.  Brown,  49  Vt.  487;  Com- 
monwealth V.  Robinson,  126  Mass. 
259. 

•  State  V.  De  Graffenried,  9  Baxter, 
287;  State  v.  Wiles,  26  Minn.  381; 
State  V.  Gleason,  56  Iowa,  208;  State 
V.  Murray,  55  Iowa,  530;  WiUiams  v. 
Commonwealth,  78  Ky.  93. 

» Goode  V.  Slate,  70  Ga,  752;  Gor- 
don V.  State.  71  Ala.  815. 

*  Hirshfleld  v.  State,  11  Tex.  App. 
207. 

'  Smith  v.  (yommonwealth.  Pa. 
St.  ;  Commonwealth  v.  Drew,  3 

Gush.  279;  Reg.  y.  Goddard,  2  Ld. 
Raymd.  920;  Whart.  C.  P.  &  P.  § 
431. 

•State  V.  Archer,  54  N.  H.  466; 
State  y.  Snyder,  50  N.  H.  150;  State 
y.  Emerson,  58  N.  H.  619;  State  y. 


Leavitt,  82  Me.  183;  State  v.  Smith,  48 
Vt.  824;  Commonwealth  v.  Squire,  1 
Mete.  258;  Commonwealth  y.  McPike, 
3  Gush.  181 ;  Commonwealth  y.  Burke, 
14  Gray,  100;  Commonwealth  v.  Bake- 
man,  105  Mass.  53;  Commonwealth 
y.  Dean,  109  Mass.  349;  State  y. 
Shepard,  7  Conn.  54;  State  y.  Parme- 
lee,  9  Conn.  259;  People  y.  Smith,  5r 
Barb.  46;  Barnett  y.  People,  54  111. 
825;  Regina  y.  Neale,  1  C.  &  K.  591; 
S.  C,  1  Den.  Cr.  C.  86;  Regina  y. 
Button.  11  A.  &  E.  (N.  S.)  929;  Bank 
Prosecutions,  Buss.  &  Ry.  378;  8  Inst. 
139;  2  Hawk.  P.  C.  eh.  29,  S  1;  1 
Russ.  Cr.  81;  1  Bish.  Cr.  L.,  g  608i 
Lewis  Cr.  L.  699;  Bick.  Cr.  Pr.  16; 
State  y.  Buzzell,  59  N.  H.  65. 

"^  Commonwealth  y.  Robinson,  126 
Mass.  269. 
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not  only  require  a  series  of  acts,  but  a  duration  of  time  to  con- 
stitute the  offense ;  but  when  the  acts  and  the  time  are  proper! j 
proved,  the  offense  is  single  and  indivisible.  There  is,  therefore^ 
no  such  thing  known  in  law  as  a  judgment  of  conviction  or 
acquittal  being  a  bar  to  part  of  an  offense.  It  must  be  a  bar  to 
the  whole,  or  it  is  of  no  value."  The  offense  charged  in  this 
<iomplaint  is  that  of  keeping,  a  tenement  for  the  illegal  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  between  June  1,  1878,  and  August  20,  1878. 
If  the  defendant  thus  kept  the  tenement  during  every  hour  of 
the  time  between  those  dates,  he  has  committed  but  one  offense. 
It  is  true  that  such  offense  is  continuous  in  its  character.  It  is 
not  an  offense  committed  by  a  single  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
but  it  is  that  of  maintaining  a  common  resort  for  the  purchase 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  which  the  Legislature  has  deemed  it 
proper  to  declare  to  b*e  a  common  nuisance.  But  it  has  been 
frequently  held  that,  in  order  to  constitute  the  offense  there 
need  to  be  no  proof  offered  that  the  place  was  so  kept  on  each 
day  of  the  time  during  the  interval  alleged  in  the  complaint ;  but 
it  is  sufficient  if  during  any  portion  of  such  time  it  is  so  kept ; 
and  it  would  not  be  claimed  by  any  one  that  a  conviction  could 
be  had  of  the  same  offense,  if  the  time  were  in  the  two  complaints 
precisely  the  same ;  nor  would  it  be  claimed  that  a  former  con- 
viction would  not  be  a  bar,  if  the  dates  in  the  new  complaint 
were  both  within  the  terminal  dates  of  the  former  complaint.  It 
is  however,  contended  that  whenever  the  last  complaint  embraces 
a  time  which  is  not  included  in  the  previous  complaint,  evidence 
may  be  offered,  and  a  conviction  had  for  acts  done  within  such 
time  applying  the  principles  laid  down  in*  and  in  several  other 
cases,  to  the  case  at  bar,  the  same  evidence,  which  would  have 
warranted  a  conviction  upon  the  first  complaint  would  have 
warranted  conviction  upon  the  present  complaint ;  for,  upon  the 
second  complaint,  the  jury  would  have  been  required  to  convict 
the  defendant,  if  it  should  appear  that  he  committed  the  acts 
complained  of  at  any  time  between  January  1,  1878,  and  June  1, 
1878.  The  plea  of  former  acquittal,  therefore,  if  established, 
should  have  been  a  bar  to  this  complaint.*    But  where  judgment 

*  Commonvrealtli  v.  Annstrong,  7        *  Ck)mmoiiwealth  v,  Bobinson,  126 
Oray,  49.  Maes.  1^. 
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is  procured  by  the  fraud  of  the  defendant,  as  if  where  he  virtually 
conducted  the  prosecution  and  filed  the  complaint,  such  judg- 
ment is  no  bar  to  another  action  for  the  same  offense.' 

§  422.  The  question  whether  a  former  acquittal  or  convic- 
tion is  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  trial,  is  to  be  decided  by  deter- 
mining whether  the  offense  charged  in  the  former  action  is  the 
same  as  that  in  the  subsequent  one.  If  it  ia  the  same  offense, 
it  is  a  bar  to  the  second  action.  If  it  is  not  the  same,  then  it 
is  neither  a  bar  nor  is  it  admissible  in  evidence  under  it.  An 
offense  is  in  itself  indivisible.  It  may  consist  of  a  series  of 
acts,  but  that  series  of  acts  constitutes  but  one  offense.  It 
may  not  only  require  a  series  of  acts,  but  a  duration  of  time, 
to  constitute  the  offense ;  but  when  the  acts  and  the  time  are 
properly  proved,  the  defense  is  single  and^indivisible.  There  is, 
therefore,  no  such  thing  known  in  law  as  a  judgment  of  acquittal 
or  conviction  being  a  bar  to  part  of  an  offense.  It  must  be  a 
bar  to  the  whole,  or  it  is  of  no  effect.  The  true  test  by  which 
to  decide  whether  a  plea  of  autrefois  acquit,  or  autrefois  con- 
vict, is  a  snflBcient  bar  in  any  particular  case,  is  whether  the  evi- 
dence necessary  to  support  the  second  indictment  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  procure  a  legal  conviction  upon  the  first.  Would 
the  same  evidence  be  necessary  to  secure  a  conviction  in  the 
pending,  as  in  the  former,  prosecution  ?  If  it  would  be,  then, 
the  plea  of  former  acquittal  would  be  a  complete  bar  to  the  pend- 
ing prosecution,  otherwise  not.'     An  acquittal  on  an  indictment 


>  State  V.  Little.  1  N.  H.  257;  State 
V,  Green,  16  Iowa,  239;  State  v. 
Brown,  16  Conn.  164;  R.  v.  Davis,  12 
Mod.  9;  State  v.  Atkins,  9  Humph. 
677;  Bulson  v.  People,  81  III.  409; 
State  V.  Cole,  48  Mo.  70;  Warrin^r  v. 
State,  3  Tex.  App.  104. 

•  Brinkerman  v.  State,  67  Ind.  76; 
Commonwealth  y.  Miller,  6  Dana, 
870;  Commonwealth  v.  Cunningham, 
18  Mass.  45;  Commonwealth  v.  Bake- 
man,  105  Mass.  58;  Conunonwealth  v. 
Kobinson,  126  Mass.  259;  Common- 
wealth V.  Wade,  17  Pick.  895;  Com- 
monwealth V.  Tomey,  97  Mass.  50; 


Commonwealth  v.  Einney,  2  Va.  Cas. 
189;  Commonwealth  v.  Bobey,  13 
Pick.  496;  Canter  v.  People,  38  How. 
Pr.  91;  Costar  v.  Hetherington,  1 
E.  &E.802;  Durham  v.People,5  111.42; 
Gregg  V.  Slate,  65  Ala.  116;  Gerard 
V.  People.  4  III.  868;  Guedel  v.  Peo- 
ple, 48  111.  226;  Hancock  y,  Somes,  1 
E.  &  E.  795;  Holt  v.  State,  88  Ga. 
187;  Hite  V.  State,  9  Yerg.  857;  Parch- 
man  v.  State,  2  Tex.  App.  228;  Peo- 
ple y.  Barnett,  1  Johns.  66;  People  y. 
Van  Eentzen,  5  Park.  66;  Price  y. 
State,  19  Ohio,  423;  R.  y  Embden,  9 
Ea8t,487;  R.  y.  Champneys,  2  Moo.  26; 
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for  burglar  J  and  larceny  may  be  pleaded  to  an  indictment  for  the 
same  goods,  because  in  either  of  these  cases  the  prisoner  might 
on  the  former  trial  have  been  convicted  of  the  offense  charged 
against  him  in  the  second  indictment.'  When  several  articles 
belonging  to  the  same  person  are  stolen  by  the  same  person  sim- 
nltaneonsly,  they  may  be  incladed  in  one  coant,  and  a  conviction 
or  acquittal  on  such  count,  or  on  any  divisible  allegation  thereof, 
bars  a  future  indictment  for  the  stealing  of  the  articles  enumer- 
ated in  that  count.'  An  acquittal,  without  the  judgment  of  the 
court  thereon  is  a  bar.'  So,  if  the  indictment  is  insufficient,  yet 
if  the  prisoner  could  have  been  legally  convicted  on  the  first 
indictment,  upon  any  evidence  that  might  have  been  legally 
adduced,  he  has  been  in  jeopardy,  but  not  if  judgment  has  been 
arrested  or  reversed,  or  the  indictment  is  quashed,  so  that  there 
has  been  no  trial.  When  a  man  has  once  been  indicted  for  an 
offense,  and  acquitted,  he  can  not  afterwards  be  indicted  for  the 
same  offense,  provided  the  first  indictment  were  such  that  he 
could  have  been  lawfully  convicted  upon  it  by  proof  of  facts 
contained  in  the  second  indictment ;  and  if  he  be  thus  indicted  a 
second  time,  he  may  plead  av/trefoia  acquit^  and  it  will  be  a  good 
bar  to  the  indictment.*     This  plea  is  clearly  founded  on  the  prin- 


Banders  v.  State,  55  Ala.  42;  Stat«  v. 
Cowan,  20  Mo.  880;  State  v.  Tweedy, 
11  Iowa,  850;  State  v.  McNally,  82 
Iowa,  580;  Stute  v.  Reqd.  12  Md.  268; 
State  V.  Kay,  1  Rice,  1;  Slate  v. 
Risher,  1  Rich.  219;  State  ▼.  Revels, 
1  Busb.  120;  State  v.  Eeogh,  18  La. 
Ann.  248;  Slate  v.  Stanley,  4  Jones, 
L.  290;  State  v.  Fife,  1  Bail.  1;  State 
V.  Standifer,  5  Port.  528;  State  v. 
Benham,  7  Conn.  414;  State  v. 
Egglesbt,  41  Iowa,  874;  State  v. 
Dafviston,  78  N.  C.  415;  State  v.  War- 
ner, 14  Ind.  572;  State  v.  Elder,  65 
Ind.  282:  S.  C,  82  Am.  R.  69;  State  y. 
Hattabougb.  66  Ind.  228;  Trittipo  v. 
State,  18  Ind.  860;  U.  S.  y.  Hamison. 
8  Sawyer,  556;  Winniger  v.  State,  18 
Ind.  540;  Wilson  y.  State,  24  Conu. 
87;  Morey  v.  Commonwealth,  108 
Mass.  488;  Smith  v.  State,  85  Ind.558; 
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Simco  V.  State,  9  Tex.  App.  888. 

'  Helsbam  y.  Blackwood,  11  C.  B. 
Ill;  Goode  y.  State,  70  Ga.  752;  Gor- 
don  y.  State.  71  Ala.  815. 

*  R.  y.  Carson.  R.  &  R  808;  Pur- 
neaux.  In  re.  R.  <&  R.  885;  Wilson  y. 
State,  45  Tex.  76;  R.  y.  Besthel,  C.  & 
M.  609;  Commonwealth  y.  Suther- 
land, 109  Mass.  842;  Commonwealth 
y.  Williams,  2  Cush.  588;  Common- 
wealth y.  O'Connell,  12  Allen,  451; 
Commonwealth  y.  Eastman.  2  Gray, 
76;  Jackson  y.  State,  14  Ind.  827; 
People  y.  Wiley,  8  Hill.  194;  State  y. 
Cameron,  40  Vt.  555;  State  y.  Wil- 
liams, 10  Hump.  101 ;  State  y.  Thurs- 
ton, 2  McMull.  882;  Torton  y.  State 
7  Mo.  55;  Stuart  y.  Commonwealth 
28  Gratt.  950. 

»  West  y.  State,  22  N.  J.  L.  212. 

« R.  y.  Bhrd.  2  Den.  C.  C.  94;  R  ▼ 
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ciple,  that  do  man  Bhall  be  placed  in  peril  of  legal  penalties  more 
than  once  upon  the  same  accnsation — nemo  d^et  his  p^miri  pro 
"uno  delicto.^  An  acquittal  or  conviction  for  a  greater  offense 
bars  a  subsequent  indictment  for  the  lesser  offense  included  in 
the  former,  if  the  defendant  could  have  been  convicted  upon  the 
same  evidence  of  the  lesser  offense.  The  rule  seems  to  be  that 
a  former  trial  is  not  a  bar  unless  the  first  indictment  was  such 
that  the  prisoner  might  have  been  convicted  upon  proof  of  the 
facts  set  forth  in  the  second  indictment.* 

§  423.  The  question  of  former  acquittal  cannot  be  raised  by 
motion  ;  it  must  be  specially  pleaded."  It  being  new  affirmative 
matter,  and  not  a  denial  of  any  allegation  of  the  indictment,  the 
burden  of  proof,  on  a  traverse  of  the  plea,  is  on  the  defendant,* 
and  he  has  the  opening  and  close.  But  if  the  State  replies 
fraud*  or  other  new  affirmative  matter,  the  burden  of  proof  on 
the  latter  issue  is  on  the  State.  In  some  jurisdictions  when,  after 
an  acquittal  on  part  of  an  indictment,  there  is  a  new  trial  of  the 
rest,  a  special  plea  in  bar  of  the  further  maintenance  of  so  much 
of  the  charge  as  has  been  disposed  of  is  not  required.*  But  as 
such  a  defense  may  raise  questions  that  cannot  be  appropriately 
presented  under  the  general  issue,  and  are  likely  to  lead  to  con- 
fusions and  mistrials  on  that  issue,  it  is  the  safer  and  better 
practice,  in  all  cases,  to  admit  the  defense  of  former  acquittal 
(whether  total  or  partial)  only  upon  a  special  plea  leading  to  a 


Vandercomb,  2  East  P.  C.  519;  R.  v. 
Birclienougli,  1  AIoo.  C.  C.  479;  K.  v. 
Button,  11  Q.  B.  929;  State  v.  Moon, 
41  Wis.  084;  Day  v.  Commonwealth, 
23Gralt.  915;  Slate  v.  Lee,  10  R.  I. 
494;  MaluTv.  Slate,  53  Ga.  448;  SUUe 
V.  Brown,  49  Vt.  487. 

»  Baker,  in  re,  2  H.  &  N.  248. 

^  Burns  v.  People,  1  Park.  182; 
Price  V.  State,  19  Ohio.  423;  Cone  v. 
Wade,  17  Pick.  895;  Cone  v.  Roby, 
12  Id.  49G;  State  v.  Birimingham, 
Busbee's  L.  (N.  C.)  120;  Roberts  v. 
State,  18  Ga.  8;  Whart.  §§  563,  565, 
566;  Thomas  v.  State,  40  Tex.  36; 
Vestal  V.  State,  8  Tex.  Ct.  App.  648. 


»  Zachary  v.  State,  7  Baxt.  1 ;  Rickles 
V.  State,  68  Ala.  538;  State  v.  BuzzeU, 
59  N.  H.  65;  State  v.  Siaa,  17  N.  H. 
558;  U.  S.  V.  Wileon,  7  Pet.  150  ; 
Com.  V.  Gould,  12  Gray,  171;  Com. 
V.  Menill,  8  Allen,  545;  Com.  v. 
Bakeman,  105  Mass.  58 ;  Rex  v. 
Bowman,  6  C.  &  P.  337;  1  Whart  Cr. 
L.  §  568. 

*  Com.  V.  Daley,  4  Gray,  209;  State 
V.  Small,  31  Mo.  197;  Rex  v.  Parry, 
7  C.  &  P.  886;  Rex  v.  Sheen,  2  C.  &  P. 
634. 

»  State  V.  Little,  1  N.  H.  257. 

•  State  V.  Martin,  80  Wis.  216;  8.  C. 
11  Am.  Rep.  667. 
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distinct  isenc  of  law  or  fact  in  the  record.  The  conrt  will  assign 
the  defendant  counsel  to  put  his  plea  of  former  acqnittal  or 
former  conviction  in  due  form,  because  it  is  a  special  plea.' 

§  424.  In  a  plea  of  autrefois  convict  or  acquit  the  former 
indictment  must  be  set  out  in  fnll,  and  the  conviction  or  acquit- 
tal under  it,  with  averments  of  the  identity  of  the  prisoner  and 
the  offense."  Where  there  has  been  neither  a  conviction  or 
acquittal,  it  must  state  that  the  defendant  was  put  upon  his  trial 
on  a  good  indictment,  and  also  that  the  jury  were  duly  impan- 
nelled  and  sworn,  and  charged  with  his  trial,  and  were,  without 
his  consent,  and  without  any  pressing  necessity  discharged 
without  rendering  a  verdict.* 

It  is  indispensable  to  the  plea  of  former  conviction  that  the 
court  whose  record  is  relied  upon  to  sustain  it  had  jurisdiction 
over  the  alleged  offense.*  A  conviction  or  acquittal  by  a  court 
having  no  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  being  coram  nonjudice^  does 
not  place  the  defendant  in  jeopardy  and  is  no  bar  to  a  trial  for 
the  offense  by  a  tribunal  having  the  requisite  jurisdiction.* 

A  plea  of  autrefois  convict  should  set  forth  the  former 
record,  including  the  indictment,  so  that  it  may  be  made  to 
appear  that  the  former  conviction  was  for  the  same  offense  for 
which  the  defendant  is  now  on  trial.  A  mere  general  allegation 
that  a  former  conviction  has  taken  place  is  not  suflScient,  and 
puch  a  plea  will  be  stricken  from  the  record.*  A  plea  of  former 
acqnittal  is  suflScient,  if  it  shows  that  the  defendant  had  been 


'  2  Hale's  P.  C.  241;  Rex  v.  Chamber- 
lain,  6  C.  &  P.  93. 

•  Henry  v.  State,  88  Ala.  889;  State 
V.  Wister,  62  Mo.  692;  Quitzon  v. 
State,  1  Tex.  App.  47;  Brill  v.  State, 
1  Tex.  App.  152;  Crocker  v.  State,  47 
Gh,  568;  Stale  v.  Parish,  43  Wis. 
895;  People  v.  Sanders,  4  Park.  C.  R. 
196;  Bailey  v.  State,  26  Ga.  579; 
Rocco  V.  State,  37  Miss.  857. 

•Lyman  v.  State,  47  Ala.  686; 
Canter  v.  People,  1  Abb.  N.  Y.  App. 
«05. 

*  Thompson  v.  State,  6  Neb.  102; 
ITorton  y.  State,  14  Tex.  887;  State  y. 


Hodgins,  42  N.  H.  476;  Common- 
wealth V.  Peters,  12  Met.  887;  State  y. 
Brown,  16  Conn.  64;  Stevens  y. 
Fassett,  27  Me.  666;  State  y.  Odell,  4 
Blackf.  166;  Hodges  v.  State,  6  Cold. 
7;  Cauier  v.  People,  38  How.  P.  91. 

*  Commonwealth  y.  Alderman,  4 
Ma*;s.  477;  Commonwealth  y.  Peters, 
12  Met.  887;  Rector  y.  State,  6  Ark. 
187;  State  y.  Payne,  4  Mo.  876;  State 
y.  Odell,  4  Blackf.  166;  Marslun  y. 
Jenuess,  11  N.  H.  156;  Leyy  y.  State, 
6  Ind.  281 ;  l!>unn  y.  State,  2  Ark.  229; 
R.  y.  Bowman,  6  C.  &  P.  837. 

•  Wilson  y.  State,  68  Ga.  837; 
Crocker  y.  State,  47  Ga.  668. 
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indicted,  tried  and  acquitted,  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,, 
for  the  Bame  felony  charged  in  the  indictment  in  the  pending 
case ;  for  the  fundamental  law  forbids,  that  a  person  charged  with 
crime  be  put  in  jeopardy  twice  for  the  same  offense,'  or  if  it 
shows  a  jury  impanneled  and  a  prosecution  of  the  case  until  the 
State  rested  as  this  entitles  the  defendant  to  a  verdict  one  way  or 
another.*  Parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  identify  the  offense 
under  a  former  conviction'  in  aid  of  the  record.  It  is  said  that 
this  plea  cannot  be  raised  by  habeas  carpuB^  This  may,  however, 
be  questioned. 

§  425.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  principle,  Nefnuy 
his  puniturpro  eodem  deUotOy  applies  not  only  to  a  second  trial 
but  to  a  second  or  subsequent  sentence  or  punishment  pronounced 
by  the  same  court.  There  is  no  difference  in  principle  between 
two  trials  and  two  sentences  for  the  same  offense.  The  constitu- 
tional provision  which  prohibits  one  prohibits  the  other.  It  is  a 
well-settled  principle  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  no  power  under  any  act  of  Congress  to  review  a  judg- 
ment in  a  criminal  case  rendered  by  the  inferior  courts,  for  the 
reason,  in  the  language  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  ^Hhat  a  judg- 
ment in  its  nature  concludes  the  subject  on  wliich  it  is  rendered 
and  pronounces  the  law  of  the  case,  if  the  judgment  of  a  court 
of  record  whose  jurisdiction  is  final  is  as  conclusive  on  all  the 
world  as  the  judgment  of  this  court  would  be.  It  puts  an  end 
to  inquiry  concerning  the  fact  by  deciding  it."*  Yet  a  party  un- 
lawfully sentenced  is  not  without  a  remedy.  Thus,  where  a 
prisoner  shows  that  he  is  held  under  a  judgment  of  a  federal 
court,  made  without  authority  of  law,  the  Supreme  Court  will^ 


*  Burk  V.  State,  81  Ind.  128. 

*  People  V.  Jones,  48  Mich.  654. 

»  Dunn  V.  State,  70  Ind.  47;  Wilkin- 
son V.  State,  59  Ind.  416;  State  v. 
Andrews,  27  Mo.  267;  Commonwealth 
V.  Dillane,  11  Gray,  67;  R  v.  Bird,  6 
Cox  C.  C.  20;  Duncan  v.  Common* 
wealth,  6  Dana,  295.  But  see  Jacobs 
T.  State,  6  Lea,  196,  where  it  is  held  it 
must  be  proven  by  the  record. 

*  Pitner  v.  State,  44  Tex.  678. 

»  Watkins.  in  re,  3  Pet.  202;  Rex  v. 


Stratton,  21  How.  St.  Tr.  1187;  U,  S. 
V.  Gibert,  2  Sumn.  22;  People  v.  Hol- 
brook.  18  Johns.  90;  Barker,  in  le,  7 
Cowen,  148;  People  v.  Vermilyea 
7  Cow.  108;  U.  S.  V.  More,  3  Cranch. 
170;  Durousseau  v.  U.  S.,  6  Cranch, 
814;  Kearney,  in  re,  7  Wheat.  42; 
Forsyth  v.  U.  S.,  9  How.  571;  Kaine, 
in  re,  14  How.  120;  Watkins,  in  re,  7 
Pet.  568;  Gordon,  in  re,  1  Black.  505; 
Johnson  ▼.  U.  S.,  3  McL.  89;  Reed,  in 
re,  100  U.  S.  13. 
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by  write  of  haheas  carpus  and  certiorari^  look  into  the  record,  so 
far  as  to  ascertain  that  fact,  and  if  it  is  found  to  be  so,  will  dis- 
charge the  prisoner/  Conrts  of  justice  may  refuse  to  grant  the 
writ  of  Aabecu  corpv^  where  no  probable  ground  for  relief  is 
fihown  in  the  petition,  or  where  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  is 
duly  committed  for  felony  or  treason  plainly  expressed  in  the 
warrant  of  commitment ;  but  where  probable  ground  is  shown 
that  the  party  is  in  custody  under  or  by  color  of  authority  of  the 
United  States  or  a  State,  and  is  imprisoned  without  just  cause, 
and,  therefore,  has  a  right  to  be  delivered,  the  writ  of  Iwheaa 
-corpus  then  becomes  a  writ  of  right  which  may  not  be  denied,  as 
it  ought  to  bo  granted  to  every  man  who  is  unlawfully  committed 
or  detained  in  prison  or  otherwise  restrained  of  his  liberty. 

§  426.  As  an  illustration  of  two  important  elements  in  the 
doctrine  of  estoppel — the  conclusive  eflfect  of  a  judgment,  the 
distinction  between  a  void  and  voidable  judgment,  and  the  doc- 
trine tliat  no  man  shall  be  punished  twice  for  the  same  offense, 
the  following  case  may  be  referred  to :  Thus,  where  the  statute 
provided  a  punishment  in  the  alternative,  either  fine  or  impris- 
onment, and  the  court  fined  the  prisoner  and  sentenced  him  to 
one  year's  imprisonment,  the  prisoner  paid  his  fine  and  was  serv- 
ing his  sentence  when  he  was  brought  before  the  same  court 
<luring  the  same  term  on  haheas  corpus^  and  again  sentenced  for 
a  year  from  that  time.  The  prisoner  commenced  proceedings  on 
hdbeaa  corpus  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  That 
oourt,  by  Judge  Miller,  said :  The  general  principle  applicable  to 
both  civil  and  criminal  cases,  that  the  judgments,  orders  and  de- 
crees of  the  courts  of  this  country  are  under  their  control  during 
the  term  at  which  they  are  made ;  so  that  they  may  be  set  aside 
or  modified  as  law  and  justice  may  require.  But  this  power  can- 
not be  so  used  as  to  violate  the  guarantees  of  personal  rights 
found  in  the  common  law  and  in  the  constitutions  of  the  States 
and  of  the  Union. 

>  HamUton,  in  re,  8  Dall.  17;  Bu-  re,  18  How.  807;  Lange,  in  re,  18 
lord,  in  Te,  8  Cranch,  448;  Bollman,  Wall.  168;  Milligan,  in  re,  4  Wall.  2; 
in  re,  4  Cranch,  75;  Watkins,  in  re,  8  McCardle,  in  re,  6  Wall.  818;  Wat- 
Pet  202;  Metzger,  in  re,  6  How.  176;  kins,  in  re,  7  Pet  568;  Yerger,  In  re, 
Kalne,  in  re,  14  How.  108;  Welle,  In     8  Wall.  85;  McCardle,  in  re,  7  WaU. 
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The  jadgznont  of  the  courts  in  this  class  of  cases  extends  to 
life,  liberty  and  property.  The  terms  of  many  of  them  extend 
through  considerable  periods  of  time,  often  many  months,  with 
adjournments  and  vacations  in  the  same  term,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  judge.  A  criminal  may  be  sentenced  to  a  disgraceful 
punishment,  as  whipping,  or,  as  in  the  old  English  law,  to  have 
his  ears  cut  off,  or  to  be  branded  in  the  hand  or  forehead. 

The  judgment  of  the  court  to  this  effect  being  rendered  and 
carried  into  execution  before  the  expiration  of  the  term,  can  the 
judger  vacate  that  sentence  and  substitute  fine  or  imprisonment, 
and  cause  the  latter  sentence  also  to  be  executed  t  Or  if  the 
judigment  of  the  court  is  that  the  convict  be  imprisoned  for  four 
months,  and  he  enters  immediately  upon  the  period  of  punish- 
ment, can  the  court,  after  it  has  been  fully  completed,  because  it 
is  still  in  session  of  the  same  term,  vacate  that  judgment  and 
render  another,  for  three  or  six  months'  imprisonment,  or  for  a 
fine?  Kot  only  the  gross  injustice  of  such  a  proceeding,  but  the 
inexpediency  of  placing  such  a  power  in  the  hands  of  any  trib- 
unal is  manifest. 

§  427.  Applying  the  maxim,  nemo  his  punitur  pro  eodem 
delicto^  and  explaining  its  application  to  the  case,  the  learned 
judge  said :  ^^If  we  reflect  that  at  the  time  this  maxim  came 
into  existence  almost  every  offense  was  punished  with  death  or 
other  punishment  touching  the  person,  and  that  these  pleas  ar& 
now  held  valid  in  felonies,  minor  crimes  and  misdemeanors  alike, 
and  on  the  difBculty  of  deciding  when  a  statute  under  modera 
systems  does  or  does  not  describe  a  felony  when  it  defines  and 
punishes  an  offense,  we  shall  see  ample  reason  for  holding  that 
the  principle  intended  to  be  asserted  by  the  constitutional  provis- 
ion must  be  applied  to  all  cases  where  a  second  punishment  is 
attempted  to  be  inflicted  for  the  same  offense  by  a  judicial  sen- 
tence. 

"  For  of  what  avail  is  the  constitutional  protection  against 
more  than  one  trial  if  there  can  be  any  number  of  sentences 
pronounced  on  the  same  verdict  ?  Why  is  it  that,  having  once 
been  tried  and  found  guilty,  he  can  never  be  tried  again  for  that 
offense?  Manifestly,  it  is  not  the  danger  or  jeopardy  of  being  a 
second   time  found   guilty.     It  is  the  punishment  that  would 
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legally  follow  the  second  conviction  which  is  the  real  danger 
guarded  against  by  the  Constitution.  Bnt  if,  after  judgment  has 
been  rendered  on  the  conviction,  and  the  sentence  of  that  judg- 
ment executed  on  the  criminal,  he  can  be  again  sentenced  on  that 
conviction  to  another  and  different  punishment,  or  to  endure  the , 
same  punishment  a  second  time,  is  the  constitutional  restriction 
of  any  value  t  Is  not  its  intent  and  its  spirit  in  such  a  case  as 
much  violated  as  if  a  new  trial  had  been  had,  and  on  a  second 
conviction  a  second  punishment  inflicted  ? 

^^  The  argument  seems  to  us  irresistible,  and  we  do  not  doubt 
that  the  Constitution  was  designed  as  much  to  prevent  the  crim- 
inal from  being  twice  punished  for  the  same  offense  as  from 
being  twice  tried  for  it. 

^^  But  there  is  a  class  of  cases  in  which  a  second  trial  is  had 
without  violating  this  principle.  As,  when  the  jury  fail  to  agree 
and  no  verdict  has  been  rendered,'  or  the  verdict  set  aside  on 
motion  of  the  accused,  or  on  writ  of  error  prosecuted  by  him,' 
or  the  indictment  was  found  to  describe  no  offense  known  to  the 
law. 

**  The  petitioner,  then,  having  paid  into  court  the  fine  imposed 
upon  him  of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  that  money  having  passed 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  beyond  the  legal 
control  of  the  court.  Or  of  any  one  else  but  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  he  having  also  undergone  five  days  of  the  one 
year's  imprisonment,  all  under  a  vulid  judgment,  can  the  court 
vacate  that  judgment  entirely,  and,  without  reference  to  what 
has  been  done  under  it,  impose  another  punishment  on  the  pris* 
oner  on  that  same  verdict  ?  To  do  eo,  is  to  punish  him  twice  for 
the  same  offense.  He  is  not  only  put  in  jeopardy  twice,  but  put 
to  actual  punishment  twice  for  the  same  thing. 

"  The  force  of  this  proposition  cannot  be  better  illustrated 
than  by  what  occurs  in  the  present  case  if  the  second  judgment 
is  caiTied  into  effect.  The  law  authorizes  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  one  year  or  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars. 
The  court,  through  inadvertence,  imposed  both  punishments, 
when  it  could  rightfully  impose  bnt  one.     After  the  fine  was 


*  United  States  v.  Perez,  9  Wheat.         *  People  v.  Casborus,  18  Johnson, 
570.  851. 
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paid  and  passed  into  the  treasury,  and  the  petitioner  had  suffered 
five  days  of  his  one  yearns  imprisonment,  the  conrt  changed  its 
judgment  by  sentencing  him  to  one  year's  imprisonment  from 
that  time.  If  this  latter  sentence  is  enforced,  it  follows  that  the 
prisoner  in  the  end  pays  his  two  hundred  dollars  fine  and  is 
imprisoned  one  year  and  five  days,  being  all  that  the  first  judg- 
ment imposed  on  him,  and  five  days'  imprisonment  in  addition. 
And  this  is  done  because  the  first  judgment  was  confessedly  in 
excess  of  the  authority  of  the  court. 

^'  But  it  has  been  said  that,  conceding  all  this,  the  judgment 
under  which  the  prisoner  is  now  held  is  erroneous,  but  not  void ; 
and  as  this  court  cannot  review  that  judgment  foi*  error,  it  can 
discharge  the  prisoner  only  when  it  is  void. 

^^  But  we  do  not  concede  the  major  premise  in  this  argument. 
A  judgment  may  be  erroneous  and  not  void,  and  it  may  be  erron- 
eous because  it  is  void.  The  distinctions  between  void  and 
merely  voidable  judgments  are  very  nice,  and  they  may  fall 
under  the  one  class  or  the  other,  as  they  are  regarded  for  differ- 
ent purposes. 

^'  When  the  prisoner,  as  in  this  case,  by  reason  of  a  valid 
judgment,  had  fully  suffered  one  of  the  alternative  punishments 
to  which  alone  the  law  subjected  him,  the  power  of  the  court  to 
punish  further  was  gone.  That  the  principle  we  have  discussed 
then  interposed  its  shield,  and  forbid  that  he  should  be  punished 
again  for  that  offense.  The  record  of  the  court's  proceedings,  at 
the  moment  the  second  sentence  was  rendered,  showed  that  in 
that  very  case,  and  for  that  very  offense,  the  prisoner  had  fully 
performed,  completed,  and  endured  one  of  the  alternative  pun- 
ishments which  tlie  law  prescribed  for  that  offense,  and  had  suf- 
fered five  days'  imprisonment  on  account  of  the  other.  It  thus 
showed  the  court  that  its  power  to  punish  for  that  offense  was  at 
an  end.  Unless  the  whole  doctrine  of  our  system  of  jurispru- 
dence, both  of  the  Constitution  and  the  common  law,  for  tlu^ 
protection  of  personal  rights  in  that  regard,  are  a  nullity,  the 
authority  of  the  court  to  punish  the  prisoner  was  gone.  I'he 
power  was  exhausted  ;  its  further  exercise  was  prohibited.  It 
was  error,  but  it  was  error  because  the  power  to  render  any 
further  judgment  did  not  exist. 

^'  It  is  no  answer  to  this  to  say  that  the  court  had  jurisdic* 
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tiou  of  the  pei'son  of  the  prisoner,  and  of  the  offense  under  the 
fitatate.  It  by  no  means  follows  that  these  two  facts  make  valid, 
however  erroneous  it  may  be,  any  judgment  the  court  may  ren- 
der in  such  case.  If  a  justice  of  the  peace,  having  jurisdiction 
to  fine  for  a  misdemeanor,  and  with  the  party  charged  properly 
before  him,  should  render  a  judgment  that  he  \>e  hung,  it  would 
fiimply  bo  void.  Why  void !  Because  he  had  no  power  to  ren- 
der such  a  judgment.  So,  if  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction 
should,  on  an  indictment  for  libel,  render  a  judgment  of  death, 
or  confiscation  of  property,  it  would,  for  the  same  reason,  be 
void.  Or,  if  on  an  indictment  for  treason,  the  court  should  ren- 
der a  judgment  of  attaint,  whereby  the  heirs  of  the  criminal 
could  not  inherit  his  property,  which  should,  by  the  judgmetit 
of  the  court,  be  confiiscated  to  the  State,  it  would  be  void  as  to 
the  attainder,  because  in  excess  of  the  authority  of  the  court,  and 
forbidden  by  the  Constitution. 

A  case  directly  in  pomt  is  that  of  Bigelow  v.  Forrest.*  The 
doctidne  of  that  case  is  reaffirmed  at  the  present  term,'  where  it 
is  said  that  in  Bigelow  v.  Forrest  "  we  also  determined  that 
nothing  more  was  within  the  jurisdiction  or  judicial  power  of  the 
District  Court  (than  the  life  estate),  and  that  consequently  a 
decree  condemning  the  fee  could  have  no  greater  effect  than  to 
subject  the  life  estate  to  sale. 

"  But  why  could  it  not?  Not  because  it  wanted  jurisdiction 
of  the  property  or  of  the  offense,  or  to  render  a  judgment  of 
confiscation,  but  because  in  the  very  act  of  rendering  a  judgment 
of  confiscation  it  condemned  more  than  it  had  autliority  to  con- 
demn. In  other  words,  in  a  case  where  it  had  full  jurisdiction 
to  render  one  kind  of  judgment,  operative  upon  the  same  prop- 
erty, it  rendered  one  which  included  that  which  it  had  a  right  to 
render,  and  something  more,  and  this  excess  was  held  simply 
void.  The  case  before  us  is  stronger  than  that,  for  unless  our 
reasoning  has  been  entirely  at  fault,  the  court  in  the  present  case 
•could  render  no  second  judgment  against  the  prisoner.  Its 
authority  was  ended.  All  further  exercise  of  it  in  that  direction 
was  forbidden  by  the  common  law,  by  the  Constitution,  and  by 

>  9  Wallace,  889.  *  Day  ▼.  Micou,  18  WaU.  166. 


506  The  Law  op  Estoppel. 

the  dearest  principles  of  personal  rights,  which  both  of  them  ar& 
supposed  to  maintain. 

"  There  is  no  more  sacred  dnty  of  a  court  than,  in  a  case 
properly  before  it,  to  maintain  unimpaired  those  securities  for 
the  pei-sonal  rights  of  the  individual  which  have  ►received  for 
ages  the  sanction  of  the  jurist  and  the  statesman ;  and  in  such 
cases  no  narrow  or  illiberal  construction  should  be  given  to  the 
words  of  the  fundamental  law  in  which  they  are  embodied. 
Without  straining  either  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  well-settled  principles  of  the  common  law,  we  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  sentence  of  the  Circuit  Court  under 
which  the  petitioner  is  held  a  prisoner  was  pronounced  without 
authority,  and  he  should  therefore  be  discharged." 

§  428.  A  judgment  for  false  imprisonment  is  a  bar  to  an 
action  of  slander  for  the  same  accusation  on  which  the  imprison- 
ment was  procured.'  In  an  action  for  malicious  prosecution,  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  damages  not  only  for  his  unlawful 
arrest  and  imprisonment,  and  for  the  expense  of  his  defense,  but 
for  the  injury  to  his  fame  and  character  by  reason  of  the  false 
accusation.  The  latter  indeed  is,  in  many  cases,  the  gravamen  of 
the  action.  An  accusation  of  crime,  made  under  the  forms  of 
law,  or  on  the  pretense  of  bringing  a  guilty  man  to  justice,  is 
made  in  the  most  imposing  and  impressive  manner,  and  may 
inflict  a  deeper  injury  upon  the  reputation  of  the  party  accused, 
than  the  same  words  uttered  under  any  other  circumstances. 
The  most  appropriate  remedy  for  the  calujpny  in  such  cases,  ia 
by  the  action  for  malicious  prosecution.  The  injured  party 
cannot  be  entitled  to  two  recoveries  for  the  same  cause,  and  a 
recovery  in  that  form  must,  therefore,  be  a  bar  to  a  subsequent 
action  of  slander,  for  the  same  identical  accusation.*  So  in  a 
suit  on  a  distiller's  bond  the  answer  set  up  a  compromise  made 
by  the  proper  officer,  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  Attorney  General  and  the  dismissal  and  abandonment  of 
the  indictment  was  held  a  good  plea  in  bur  to  a  civil  suit  on  the 
bond." 

1  Sheldon  v.  Carpenter.  4  N.  Y.579.      well  v.  Brown,  36  N.  Y.  207;  Leon- 
«  Campbell  v.  Butte,  8  N.  Y.  174;     ard  v.  Pope,  27  Mich.  146. 
Howard  v.  Sexton,  4N.  Y.  157;  Rock-         «  U.  S.  v.  Choteau,  102  U.  S.  603. 
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§  429.  The  decisions  in  inferior  courts  of  justice,  convictions 
by  magistrates,  and  in  fact,  all  other  legal  and  authorized 
adjudications — as,  for  instance,  sentences  of  expnision  from  col- 
leges, or  court-martials,  or  deprivations  by  visitors  and  all  other 
quasi  tribunals — are  evidence  to  establish  the  fact  that  such  an 
adjudication  has  taken  place,  and  all  the  legal  consequences  that 
may  be  derived  from  it.  One  of  these  legal  consequences  is  the 
protection  of  any  party  who  has  acted  in  a  judicial  capacity 
within  the  limits  of  his  judicial  authority. 

A  judge  of  a  superior  court  or  court  of  general  jurisdiction 
is  not  liable  for  a  judicial  act  in  a  matter  within  his  jurisdiction^ 
although  the  act  is  in  excess  thereof.'  For  when  the  act  of  a 
judge  is  a  judicial  one,  donependerUe  liie,  no  action  lies,  however 
wrong  and  injurious  to  the  party,  whether  the  act  was  done 
rrudafide^  or  with  the  most  honest  intention,  provided  the  justice 
had  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  and  of  the  subject  matter  of  the 
suit.  But  if  he  has  not  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter,  or  of 
the  party,  his  judicial  acts  in  the  ease  are  coram  non  judAce 
and  void,  and  he  and  all  the  parties  concerned  in  executing 
his  judgment  are  trespassers.'  But  if  a  ministerial  duty  is 
annexed  to  a  judicial  office,  if  the  officer  execute  that  ministerial 


*  Groenwelt  v.  Bunnell,  1  Ld.  Raym. 
454;  Randall  v.  Brigham,  7  Wall.  528 
Ackerly  v.  Parkinson,  8  M.  &  8.  411 
Lange  y.  Benedict,  78  N.  Y.  72 
Boslieirs  Case,  1  Mod.  118;  Scott  v. 
Stansfield,  8  L.  R.  Ezchq.  220;  Floyd 
V.  Baker,  12  Co.  23;  Aire  v.  Sedgwick, 
2  Roll.  199;  G'wynne  v.  Poole,  Lutw. 
290;  Hammond  v.  Howell,  1  Mod.  184; 
Taif e  ▼.  Downes,  8  Moo.  P.  P.  C.  41 ; 
Fray  v.  Blackburn,  8  B.  &  S.  576; 
Pratt  V.  Gardner,  2  Cush.  68;  Yates  v, 
Lansing,  5  Johns.  282;  Bradley  v. 
Fisher,  18  Wall.  885;  Barhyte  v. 
Shepherd,  85  N.  Y.  251;.  Floyd  v. 
Baker,  12  Co.  26;  Miller  v.  Searc,  2 
Bl.  R  1141;  Yates  v.  Lansing,  9 
Johns.  424;  Phelps  v.  Sill,  1  Conn. 
815;  Lining  v.  Bcntham,  2  Bay  S.  C. 
1;  Downing  v.  Herrick,  47  Me.  462; 
Dodswell  T.  Impey,  1  B.  &  C.  168; 


Ela  v.  Smith,  5  Gray,  135;  Burnham 
V.  Steven,  88  N.  H.  247;  Moor  v. 
Ames,  8  Caines,  170;  Butler  v.  Potter, 
17  Johns.  145;  Lowther  v.  Randor,  & 
East,  113;  Macon  v.  Cook,  2  K  &M. 
379;  Shoemaker  v.  Nesbit,  2  Rawle, 
201. 

•  Taylor  v.  Doremus,  1  Harr.  478; 
Stone  y.  Graves,  8  Mo.  148;  Lenox  v. 
Grant,  8  Mo.  254;  Upshaw  v.  Oliver, 
Dud.  (Ga.)241 ;  Morrison  v.  McDonald, 
22  Me.  550;  Blood  v.  Sayre,  17  Vt. 
609;  Houlden  v.  Smith,  14  A.  &  E. 
(N.  S.)  841 :  Pease  v.  Chaytor,  1 B.  &  S. 
658;  Revill  v.  Petitt,  3  Met.  (Ky.)814; 
Knowles  v.  Davis,  2  Allen,  61 ;  Piper 
V.  Pearson,  2  Gray,  120;  Wise  v.  With- 
ers,  8  Cranch,  881;  Inos  v.  Wins- 
pear,  18  Cal.  397;  Tobin  v.  Anderson^ 
2  Strobh.  3;  Smith  v.  Shaw,  12  Johns. 
257. 
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duty  wrongfully,  whether  by  mistake  or  fraud,  he  is  answerable 
to  the  party  injured  in  a  suit  at  law.  For  fraud  or  corruption  a 
judge  can  only  be  questioned  by  impeachment/ 

§  430.  The  principle  which  prevents  a  judge  from  being  sub- 
jected to  responsibility  for  his  decision  in  a  civil  action,  however 
injurious  in  its  consequences  it  may  have  proved  to  the  party,  or 
however  erroneous  the  act  may  have  been,  is  one  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  the  proper  administration  of  justice  that  a 
judicial  officer,  in  exercising  the  authority  vested  in  him,  'shall 
foe  free  to  act  upon  his  own  convictions,  without  apprehension  of 
personal  consequences  to  himself.  Liability  to  answer  to  every 
one  who  might  feel  himself  aggrieved  by  the  action  of  the  judge, 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  possession  of  this  freedom,  and 
would  destroy  that  independence,  without  which  no  judiciary 
<;an  be  either  respectable  or  useful ;  it  would  establish  the  weak- 
ness of  judicial  authority  in  a  degrading  responsibility ;  it  would 
tend  to  scandal  and  subversion  of  all  justice,  and  those  who  are 
the  most  sincere  would  not  be  free  from  continual  calumniations. 
If  a  judge  could  be  compelled  to  answer  in  a  civil  action  for  his 
judicial  acts,  not  only  would  his  office  be  degraded  and  his  use- 
fulness destroyed,  but  he  would  be  subjected,  for  his  protection, 
to  the  necessity  of  preserving  a  complete  record  of  all  the  evi- 
dence before  him  in  every  litigated  case,  and  of  the  authorities 
cited  and  arguments  presented,  in  order  that  he  might  show  to 
the  judge  before  whom  he  might  be  summoned  by  the  losing 
party — and  that  judge,  perhaps,  one  of  an  inferior  jurisdiction, 
— that  he  had  decided  as  he  did  with  judicial  integrity,  and  the 
second  judge  would  be  subjected  to  a  similar  burden,  as  he  in 
his  turn  might  also  be  held  amenable  by  the  losing  party.'  This 
principle  of  law  is  not  for  the  protection  or  benefit  of  a  mali- 
cious or  corrupt  judge,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  whose 
interest  it  is  that  the  judges  should  be  at  liberty  to  exercise 
their  functions  with,  independence,  and  without  fear  of  conse- 
•quences.  In  order  to  insure  parties  this  protection,  the  law 
declares  that  where  actions  are  brought, against  magistrates  and 
others,  in  consequence  of  what  has  been  done  under  a  convictioa 

»  Taylor  v.  Doremus,  1,  Harr.  478.        »  Judge  Field  in  Bradley  v.  Fisher 

18  Wall,  347,  849* 
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for  any  offense  within  their  jariediction,  the  proceedings  them- 
selves, if  regular,  are  evidence,  not  only  of  the  fact  of  the  con- 
viction, but  of  the  fact  on  which  the  judgment  was  founded ; 
and  the  plaintiff  is  not  at  liberty  to  controvert  and  disprove  it  by 
evidence.  For  while  a  magistrate  may  form  an  erroneous  opin- 
ion upon  the  facts,  that  is  a  matter  that  is  properly  a  subject  of 
appeal,  and  therefore  where  an  appeal  lies  no  action  can  be 
maintained  until  the  merits  have  been  heard  and  the  conviction 
quashed/ 

§  431.  Upon  the  same  principle  it  has  been  held  that  upon  an 
indictment  for  assault,  in  turning  the  prosecutor  ont  of  a  col- 
lege, the  sentence  of  expulsion  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact 
of  the  expulsion.*  One  who  is  appointed  a  visitor  may  examine 
into  and  regulate  the  conduct  of  members  who  partake  of  the 
charity,  correct  abuses  and  remove  officers,  and  in  a  case  of  a 
college,  expel  or  admit  a  fellow,  and  generally  superintend  the 
management  of  the  trust.  No  court  of  law  or  equity  can  antici- 
pate the  judgment  of  a  visitor,  or  take  away  his  jurisdiction  of 
the  case  in  which  he  is  called  upon  to  interfere,  if  it  appear  to  be 
within  the  scope  of  the  general  visitorial  power.  His  determi- 
nations are  final  and  conclusive,  since  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a 
judgment  in  rem^  and  he  pronounces  operatively  upon  the  status 
of  the  painty.  A  sentence  of  deprivation  passed  upon  an  old 
rector,  was  held  conclusive  in  ejectment  on  the  new  rector.*  In 
Massachusetts  there  is  a  statute  giving  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  from  the  decision  of  visitors  appointed  by  the  founders  of 
charitable  institutions  removing  a  professor,  but  they  have  only 
the  power  of  inquiring  whether  the  visitors  have  exceeded  their 
jurisdiction  ;  if  they  have  not,  th^ir  decision  is  as  final  and  con- 
clusive as  a  judgment  in  rem.  Courts  look  upon  the  determina- 
tion of  visitors  or  trustees  as  the  criterion  of  the  rights  of  parties, 
and  a  mandamus  to  restore  the  fellow  of  a  college  has  been  fre- 
quently refused.  Still,  they  are,  like  judgments,  impeachable 
for  excess  of  jurisdiction,  but  not  for  informality  or  irregularity. 
Sentence  of  deprivation  by  a  visitor  differe  from  other  determi- 

»  FuUerV  Fetch,  Holt.  287;  Bavlis  «  R.  v.  Gundon,  Cowp.  816;  Reg.  v. 

T.  Strickland,  1  M.  &  G.  691;  Jones  Govs.  Darlington  School.  6  Q.  B.  682. 

V.  Brown,  64  Iowa,  74;  S.  C,  87  Am.  »  Phillips    v.    Bury,    Skinn,  417; 

B.  186.  Kemp  v.  Neville,  13  C.  B.  N.  S.  638. 
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nations  in  this  respect,  viz. :  tliat  it  is  the  sentence  of  a  tribunal 
which  has,  in  many  cases,  been  created  by  a  private  individaaL 
This  does  not  alter  the  principle  ;  for  though  no  private  individ- 
ual can  create  a  court  whose  sentence  shall  have  operation  on  the 
persons  or  properties  of  others,  yet  there  is  no  reason  why  he 
should  not  create  one  having  operation  on  his  own,  unless  he 
introduced  some  term  inconsistent  with  public  policy.  On  the 
same  ground  on  which  a  visitor's  sentence  is  conclusive,  stands 
the  case  of  the  trustees  of  a  school,  dismissing  a  school  teacher 
for  misconduct.* 

§  432.  There  are  also  other  courts  not  of  record  that  may  be 
termed  quasi  of  record,  and  among  these  are  the  military  and 
naval  courts  or  courts-martial.  Courts-martial  are  lawful  trib- 
unals, existing  by  the  same  authority  as  civil  courts  of  the  United 
States.  They  have  the  same  plenary  jurisdiction  in  offenses  by 
law  military,  as  the  latter  courts  have  in  controversies  within 
their  cognizance,  and  in  their  special  and  more  limited  sphere 
are  entitled  to  as  untrammeled  an  exercise  of  their  powers. 
Every  one  connected  with  the  military  or  naval  service*  of  the 
United  States  is  amenable  to  the  jurisdiction  which  Congress  has 
created  for  their  government,  and  while  thus  serving  surrenders 
his  right  to  t)e  tried  by  the  civil  courts."  Provided  a  court-mar- 
tial has  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine,  and  to  render  the 
particular  judgment  or  sentence  imposed,  however  erroneous  the 
proceedings  may.be,  they  cannot  be  reviewed  collaterally.'  The 
sentence  of  a  court-martial  is  conclusive  in  any  action  in  the 
courts  of  common  law,  when  acting  witKin  their  jurisdiction. 
These  courts  being  established  by  positive  law,  their  proceedings 
must  depend  upon  the  same  rules  as  all  other  courts  which  aro 
instituted  and  have  particular  powers  given  them.  But  where  a 
party  relying  on  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial  as  an  estoppel 

I  Doe  V.  Haddon,  8  Doug.  810;  Rex  &  M.  410;  Brown  v.   Wadsworth,  15 

V.  Darlington,  6  Q.  B.  682.  Vt.  170;  Heffernan  v.  Porter,  6  Cold, 

«  Davidson,    in    re,  21    Fed.   Rep.  891 ;  Poe,  in  re.  5  B.  &  A.  681 ;  David- 

•618;  Milligan,  in  re,  4  Wall.  123.  son,  in  re,  21  Fed.  R.  618;  Kearney,  in 

•  Dynes  v.  Hoover,   20    How.  65;  re,  7  Wheat.   38;  Watkiffli,   in  re,  8 

Wooley  V.  U.  S.,  20  L.  R.  61;  Rex  v.  Pet.  198;   Reed,  in  re,  100  U.  S.  18; 

Scuddis,  1  East,  806;  Grant  v.  Gould,  Keyes  v.  U.  8.,  109  U.  8  836. 
2  H.  Bl.  100;  State  v.  Wakely,   2  N. 
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neglects  to  have  it  placed  on  record,  be  can  neitlier  plead  it  as 
«ach,  Dor  have  the  benefit  of  it.*  No  judgment  can  be  conclu- 
sive unless  the  court  had  jurisdiction  of  the  parties,  and  the  jur- 
isdiction of  courts-martial  embraces,  first  the  soldiers  by,  and 
next  the  belligerents,  against  whom  the  war  is  carried  on.*  The 
soldier  subjects  himself  to  military  authority  by  enlisting  or 
being  mustered  in.  The  belligerent  who  has  been  guilty  of  an 
offense  against  the  laws  of  war  or  of  nations  may  be  tried  and 
convicted  as  a  spy  or  assassin,  because  there  is  no  other  tribunal 
before  which  he  can  be  brought,  and  the  vanquished  are  at  the 
disposal  of  the  victor.  The  first  class  may,  moreover,  sometimes 
and  on  the  ground  of  necessity,  include  the  whole  population  of 
a  district  menaced  or  invaded  by  a  hostile  force  too  powerful  to 
be  resisted  without  calling  every  one  to  arms,  and  subjecting  all 
to  that  discipline  of  the  court  which  is  known  as  martial  law. 
Beyond  this  the  jurisdiction  of  such  courts  cannot  extend  con- 
sistently with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  or  the  com- 
mon law,  and  as  they  are  limited  and  inferior  tribunals  they  act 
in  all  cases  at  their*^peril,  and  must  plead  and  prove  their  author- 
ity when  called  to  account  subsequently  for  what  they  have  done 
before  the  civil  courts  and  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  law."  Prima 
facie  the  citizen  is  entitled  to  a  jury,  and  not  liable  to  trial  and 
conviction  by  a  military  tribunal,  and  the  burden  lies  on  those 
who  allege  the  contrary  to  charge  him,  or  for  their  own  vindica- 
tion. The  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  does  not 
vary  this  rule  or  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  martial  law.  It  may 
temporarilj^  preclude  the  right  to  demand  a  trial  and  a  release 
from  the  civil  tribunals,  but  it  cannot  give  legal  force  or  validity 
to  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial. 

§  433.  Thus,  in  a  late  case,  in  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  A. 
was  a  paymaster's  clerk  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  He  was  tried  by  a 
naval  conit  martial  for  malfeasance  in  office,  found  guilty,  and 
duly  sentenced.  The  admiral  declined  to  approve  the  judgment, 
and  sent  the  proceedings  back  to  the  court,  that  the   sentence 

>Haxmaford  v.   Hunn,   2  C.  &  P.  den  v.  Bailey,  7  Taunton,  67;  S.  C, 

148.  4  M.  &  S.  400;  Dnffleld  v.   Bmith,  8 

•  Tyler  v.  Pomeroy,   8  Allen,  480;  8.   &  R.  690;  MiUs   v.    Martin,    19 

Walton  v.  Gavin,  16  Q.  B.  48.  Johns.  7;  Brooks.v.  Adams,  11  Pick. 

«  Wise  v.  Withers,  8  Cranch,  837;  442. 
Wilson  V.  McKenzie,  7  Hill,  95;  War- 
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might  be  reviewed.  The  court  tberenpon  imposed  another 
aeverer  sentence — two  years'  imprisonment,  with  loss  of  pay 
except  $10  monthly — $500  and  dishonorable  discharge.  A.  brings 
his  case  here  upon  a  writ  of  Kaiheas  corpus^  alleging :  first,  that 
the  naval  court-martial  could  have  no  jurisdiction  over  a  pay- 
master's clerk ;  second,  that  the  first  sentence  exhausted  the 
power  of  the  court,  and  that  the  second  was  therefore  a  nullity  ; 
and,  third,  that  the  court  could  revise  its  former  decision  only  on 
the  ground  of  mistake,  and  that  there  was  no  mistake,  and  con- 
sequently no  power  of  revision.  This  court  holds  that  none  of 
the  prisoner'^  points  are  well  taken  ;  that  the  naval  court-martial 
liad  jurisdiction  over  the  person  and  the  case ;  that  the  exercise 
of  its  discretion  within  authorized  limits  cannot  be  assigned  for 
error  and  made  the  subject  of  review,  even  by  an  appellate  court; 
and  finally,  that  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  cannot  be  made  to  per- 
form the  functions  of  a  writ  of  error.*  The  same  court  also 
held  that  "by  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  5,  1867,  the  sev- 
eral courts  of  the  United  States  and  its  judges  in  their  respective 
juriedictions  have,  in  addition  to  the  authority  previously  con- 
ferred, power  to  grant  writs  of  habeas  corpus  in  all  cases  upon 
petition  of  any  person  restrained  of  his  liberty  in  violation  of 
the  Constitution  or  of  any  law  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  it 
appear,  on  the  hearing  had  upon  the  return  of  the  writ,  that  the 
petitioner  is  thus  restrained,  he  mnst  be  forthwith  discharged 
and  set  at  liberty."*  In  a  later'  case  in  that  court  it  was  said : 
"  That  the  court-martial,  as  a  general  court-martial,  had  cogni- 
zance of  the  charges  made,  and  had  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of 
the  appellant,  is  not  disputed.  This  being  so,  whatever  irregu- 
larities or  errors  are  alleged  to  have  occurred  in  the  proceedings, 
the  sentence  of  dismissal  must  beheld  valid  when  it  is  questioned 
in  this  collateral  way.*  This  doctrine  has  been  applied  by  this 
court  to  the  judgment  and  sentence  of  a  naval  general  court-mar- 
tial, which  was  sought  to  be  reviewed  on  a  writ  of  haheaa  corpus.*' 
Where  there  is  no  law  authorizing  the  court-martial,  or  where  the 
statutory  conditions  as  to  the  constitution  or  jurisdiction  of  the 

I  Reed,  In  re.  100  U.  S.  18.  Voorhees  v.  Bank,  10  Pet  449;  Cor- 

» Yerger,  in  re,  8  Wall.  101;  Oole  nelt  v.  Williams.  20  Wall.  2M. 

man  v.  Tennessee,  97  U.  S.  609.  *  Reed,  in  re,  100  U.  8.  la 
•  Thcinx)9on  v.  Tolmie,  2  Pet.  167; 
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court  are  not  obsei*ved,  there  is  do  tribunal  authorized  by  law  to 
render  the  judgment."* 

In  a  leading  case,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
bj  Mr.  Justice  Field,  say,  in  construing  the  following  section  of 
an  act  of  Congress :  ^'  That  in  time  of  war,  insurrection  or  rebel- 
lion, murder,  assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  manslaugh- 
ter, mayhem,  wounding  by  shooting  or  stabbing,  with  an  intent 
to  commit  murder,  robbery,  arson,- burglary,  rape,  assault  and 
battery  with  an  intent  to  commit  rape,  and  larceny,  shall  be  pun- 
ishable by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial  or  military 
commission,  when  committed  by  persons  who  are  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  the  articles  of  war ; 
and  the  punishment  for  such  offenses  shall  never  be  less  than 
those  inflicted  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  territory  or  district  in 
which  they  may  have  been  committed.' 

^'In  denying  to  the  military  tribunals  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  offenses  mentioned,  when  committed  by  persons  in 
the  pilitary  service  of  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  the  arti- 
cles of  war  under  the  section  in  question,  we  have  reference  to 
them  when  they  were  held  in  States  occupying,  as  members  of 
the  Union,  their  normal  and  constitutional  relations  to  the  Fede- 
ral government,  in  which  the  supremacy  of  that  government 
was  recognized,  and  the  civil  courts  were  open  and  in  the  undis- 
turbed exercise  of  their  jurisdiction.  When  the  annies  of  the 
United  States  were  in  the  territory  of  insurgent  States,  banded 
together  in  hostility  to  the  national  government,  and  making 
war  against  it ;  in  other  words,  when  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  were  in  the  enemy's  country,  the  military  tribunals  men- 
tioned had,  under  the  laws  of  war,  and  the  authority  conferred 
by  the  section  named,  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  try  and  punish 
offenses  of  every  grade  committed  by  persons  in  the  military 
service.  Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  armies  of  the  Union  were 
not  subject  during  the  war  to  laws  of  the  enemy,  or  amenable  to 
his  tribunals  for  offenses  committed  by  them.  They  were  answer- 
able only  to  their  own  government,  and  only  by  its  laws,  as 
enforced  by  its  armies,  could  they  be  punished. 

''  It  is  well  settled  that  a  foreign  army,  permitted  to  march 
through  a  friendly  country,  or  to  be  stationed  in  it  by  permission 

*  Keyesv.  U.  8.,  109  U.  S.  886.  •  13  U.  S.  Stats,  p.  786. 
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of  its  goveniment  or  Bovereign,  is  exempt  from  the  civil  and 
crimiDal  jarisdiction  of  the  place."  The  sovereign  is  nnder- 
^tood,  said  this  court,  in  the  celebrated  case  of  The  Exchange/  to 
cede  a  portion  of  his  territorial  jurisdiction  when  he  allows  the 
troops  of  a  foreign  prince  to  pass  through  his  dominions :  ^^  In 
such  case,  without  any  express  declaration  waiving  jurisdiction 
over  the  army  to  which  this  right  of  passage  has  been  granted, 
the  sovereign  who  should  attempt  to  exercise  it,  would  cer- 
tainly be  considered  as  violating  his  faith.  By  exercising  it,  the 
purpose  for  which  the  free  passage  was  granted  would  be 
defeated,  and  a  portion  of  the  military  force  of  a  foreign  inde- 
pendent nation  would  be  diverted  from  those  national  objects 
and  duties  to  which  it  was  applicable,  and  would  be  withdrawn 
from  the  control  of  the  sovereign  whose  power  and  whose  safety 
might  greatly  depend  on  retaining  the  exclusive  command  and 
disposition  of  this  force.  The  grant  of  a  free  passage,  therefore, 
implies  a  waiver  of  all  jurisdiction  over  the  troops  during  their 
passage,  and  permits  the  foreign  general  to  use  that  discipline 
and  to  inflict  those  punishments  which  the  government  of  his 
army  may  require. 

The  same  exemption  from  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  of 
the  place  is  extended  to  an  armed  vessel  of  war  entering  the 
ports  of  a  friendly  country  by  permission  of  its  government,  or 
seeking  an  asylum  therein  in  distress.  She  is  accorded  the  rights 
of  ex-territorial ity,  and  is  treated  as  if  constituting  a  part  of  the 
territory  of  her  sovereign.  "  She  constitutes,"  said  the  court  in 
the  same  case,  "  a  part  of  the  military  force  of  her  nation,  acts 
under  the  immediate  and  direct  command  of  the  sovereign,  is 
employed  by  him  in  national  objects.  He  has  many  and  power- 
ful motives  for  preventing  those  objects  from  being  defeated  by 
the  interference  of  a  foreign  State.  Such  interference  cannot 
take  place  without  affecting  his  power  and  his  dignity.  The 
implied  license,  therefore,  under  which  such  vessel  enters  a 
friendly  port  may  reasonably  be  construed,  and  it  seems  to  the 
court,  ought  to  be  construed,  as  containing  an  exemption  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  sovereign  within  whose  territory  she 
claims  the  right  of  hospitality."* 

>  7  Cranch,  189.  Atlys.-Gen.,  vol.  7,  p.  123;  Halleck 

*  7  Craach,  144.     See  also  Gushing     on  Int.  Law,  chap.  7,  §  26. 
on  BeUigerent  Asylum,  in  Opinons  of 
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If  an  arm  J  marching  through  a  friendly  country  would  thus 
be  exempt  from  its  civil  and  criminal  jarisdiction,  a  /ortiarij 
would  an  army  invading  an  enemy's  country  be  exempt.  The 
very  fact  that  war  is  waged  between  two  countries  negatives  the 
possibility  of  jurisdiction  being  exercised  by  the  tribunals  of  the 
one  country  over  persons  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the 
other  for  offenses  committed  while  in  such  service.  Aside  from 
this  want  of  jurisdiction,  there  would  be  something  incongru- 
ous and  absurd  in  permitting  an  officer  or  soldier  of  an  invading 
army  to  be  tried  by  his  enemy,  whose  country  he  had  invaded. 

The  fact  that  when  the  offense  was  committed  for  which  the 
defendant  was  indicted  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  in  the  military 
occupation  of  the  United  States,  with  a  military  governor  at  its 
head,  appointed  by  the  President,  cannot  alter  this  conclusion. 
Tennessee  was  one  of  the  insurgent  States  forming  the  organiza- 
tion known  as  the  Confederate  States,,  against  which  the  war  was 
waged.  Her  territory  was  enemy's  country,  and  its  character  in 
this  respect  was  not  changed  until  long  afterwards. 

The  doctrine  of  international  law  on  the  effect  of  military 
occupation  of  enemy's  territory  upon  its  previous  laws  is  well 
established.  Though  the  late  war  was  not  between  independent 
nations,  but  between  different  portions  of  the  same  nation,  yet 
having  taken  the  proportions  of  a  territorial  war,  the  insurgents 
having  become  formidable  enough  to  be  recognized  as  belliger- 
rents,  the  same  doctrine  muse  be  held  to  apply.  The  right  to 
govern  the  territory  of  the  enemy  during  its  military  occupation 
is  one  of  the  incidents  of  war,  being  a  consequence  of  its  acquisi- 
tion, and  the  character  and  form  of  the  government  to  be  estab- 
lished depend  entirely  upon  the  laws  of  the  conquering  State  or 
the  ordere  of  its  military  commander.  By  such  occupation  the 
political  relations  betweeh  the  people  of  the  hostile  country  and 
their  former  government  or  sovereign  are  for  the  time  severed  ; 
but  the  municipal  laws,  that  is,  those  laws  which  regulate  private 
rights,  enforce  contracts,  punish  crime,  and  regulate  the  transfer 
of  property,  remain  in  full  force,  so  far  as  they  affect  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  country  among  themselves,  unless  suspended  or 
superseded  by  the  conqueror.  And  the  tribunals  by  which  the 
laws  are  enforced  continue  as  before  unless  thus  changed.  In 
other  words,  the  municipal  laws  of  the  State  and  their  adminis- 
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tration  remain  in  fall  force  so  far  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  conn- 
try  are  concerned,  unless  changed  by  the  occupying  belligerent* 

This  doctrine  docs  not  affect  in  any  respect  the  exclosit^ 
character  of  the  jnrisdiction  of  the  military  tribunals  over  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  Tennes- 
see during  the  war ;  for,  as  already  said,  they  were  not  subject  to 
the  laws  nor  amenable  to  the  tribunals  of  the  hostile  country. 
The  laws  of  the  State  for  the  punishment  of  crime  were  con- 
tinued in  force  only  for  the  protection  and  benefit  of  its  own 
people.  As  respects  them,  the  same  acts  which  constituted 
offenses  before  the  military  occupation  constituted  offenses  after- 
wards ;  and  the  same  tribunals,  unless  superseded  by  order  of  the 
military  commanders,  continued  to  exercise  their  ordinary  juris- 
diction. 

'*  The  laws  of  Tennessee  with  regard  to  offenses  and  their 
punishment,  which  were  allowed  to  remain  in  force  during  its 
military  occupation,  did  not  apply  to  the  defendant,  as  he  was  at 
the  time  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  and  subject 
to  the  articles  of  war.  He  was  responsible  for  his  conduct  to  the 
laws  of  his  own  government  only  as  enfoi*ced  by  the  commander 
of  its  army  in  that  State,  without  whose  consent  he  could  not 
even  go  beyond  its  lines.  Had  her  been  caught,  after  committing 
the  offense,  by  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  he  might  have  been  sub- 
jected to  a  summary  trial  and  punishment  by  order  of  their  com- 
mander, and  there  would  have  been  no  just  ground  of  complaint, 
for  the  marauder  and  assassin  are  not  protected  by  any  usages  of 
civilized  warfare.  But  the  courts  of  the  State,  whose  regular 
government  was  superseded,  and  whose  laws  were  tolerated  from 
motives  of  convenience,  were  without  jurisdiction  to  deal  with 
him."^  It  is  held  that  an  acquittal  before  a  court  martial  cannot 
be  pleaded  in  defense  of  an  indictment  in  a  court  of  law,  even 
though  the  offense  charged  in  either  case  be  substantially  the 
same.' 

§  434.  Judgments  of  courts  for  the  trial  of  civil  causes  estab- 
lished during  a  war  by  the  military  authorities  in  possession  of 
the  country  of  an  enemy  or  a  belligerent, — as,  for  instance,  the 

*  Halleck's  Int.  Law.  chap,  xxziii.         '  U.   S.   v.  CashiU,  1    Hugh.  653; 

*  Coleman  v.  Tennessee,  97  U.  8.      State  v.  Rankin,  4  Coldw.  145. 
609. 
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«onrtB  organized  under  the  provisional  governments  established 
by  the  United  States  government  in-  the  Sonthern  States  during 
the  late  war  of  1861  to  1865, — ^are  res  adjudicata  in  the  same 
manner  as  judgments  of  ordinary  civil  tribunals.  The  power  to 
create  civil  courts  exists  by  the  laws  of  war  in  places  held  in 
firm  possession  by  a  belligerent  military  occupant ;  their  judg- 
ments and  decrees  are  binding  on  all  parties  during  the  period  of 
■such  occupation  as  the  acts  of  a  defcLcU>  government,  and  have 
the  like  binding  effect  when  pleaded  as  Tea  a^vdicata  before  the 
regular  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country  after  the  return  of 
peace.' 

§  435.  Among  the  various  other  inferior  tribunals  that 
are  properly  termed  inferior  courts  is  a  county  board  of  Com- 
missioners, Supervisors,  Selectmen,  County  Courts  or  by  what- 
ever name  known  in  the  various  States,  the  body  authorized 
by  statute  to  levy  taxes,  audit  and  order  the  payment  of  claims, 
Ac,  of  municipal  corporation^.  When  a  board  of  this  kind  act 
they  act  judicially  as  a  general  rule,  their  proceedings  are  matters 
^f  record  as  much  so  as  if  they  were  legal  tribunals  for  the  trial 
of  all  classes  of  actions.  They  have  a  clerk  whose  duty  is  to 
make  a  record  of  all  their  proceedings  and  they  can  be  shown 
only  by  the  record.  Whenever  such  a  body  in  the  exercise  of 
jurisdiction  acquired  pursuant  to  statute  does  an  act,  audits  a 
claim,  levies  a  tax,  orders  a  public  road  to  be  opened  and  the  like, 
its  action  is  judicial,  and  while  its  proceedings  are  subject  to 
review  by  an  appellate  court,  by  writ  of  error  or  certiorari^  such 
proceedings,  unless  reversed  or  set  aside,  are  conclusive  and  bind- 
ing upon  the  corporation  and  the  claimant  or  petitioners,  and 
cannot  be  collaterally  impeached.*    As  for  example  after  town- 


*  Dynes  v.  Hoover,  20  How.  d5; 
Hefferman  ▼.  Porter,  6  Coldw.  891. 

'  Gibeon  ▼.  State,  5  Lea,  161;  Hayes 
y.  Rogers,  24  Kas.  ll8;  Warren  Co. 
Y.  Gregory,  42  Ind.  82,  Blanchard  v. 
Bissell,  11  Ohio  S.  96;  Argo  v.  Bar- 
tband,  80  Ind.  68;  Fall  ▼.  Paine,  28 
Cal.  802;  Andrews  v.  People.  84  111. 
^;  People  y.  Brislin,  80  111.  428; 
Schertz  y.  People.  105  III.  27;  Pitman 
T.  Albany,  84  N.  H.  677;  Hume  v. 


Burton,  1  Rid'g  43;  Fuller  y.  Eliza- 
beth, 42  N.  J.  L.  427;  State  y. 
Vansardale,  42  N.  J.  L.  536;  Marshall 
V.  Gill,  77  Ind.  402;  Miller  v.  Sanborn, 
54  Vl.  522;  Oxborough  y.  Boesser,  30 
Minn.  1;  Ellis  v.  Urbam,  91  III.  77; 
Wild  y.  Deig.  48  Ind.  465;  8.  C,  18 
Am.  R.  899;  Breit wiser  y.  Fuhrman, 
88  Ind.  28;  Wright  v.  Wells,  29  Ind, 
864;  Green  y.  Elliott.  86  Ind.  58, 
Gibson  y.  State,  5  Lea,  161 ;  Hayes  y. 
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ship  trastees  have  passed  upon  the  safficiency  of  a  petition  pre- 
sented to  them,  calling  for  an  election  to  decide  the  qaeetion  of 
levying  a  tax  in  aid  of  the  constmction  of  a  railroad,  and  the 
election  has  been  ordered  and  the  tax  voted  and  levied,  the 
validity  of  such  tax  cannot  be  assailed  on  the  ground  that  the 
petition  was  not  signed  by  one-third  of  the  resident  taxpayers. 
The  trustees  having  jurisdiction  to  determine  that  question,  their 
decision  cannot  be  collaterally  assailed,  but  like  any  other  judicial 
determination  remains  conclusive  until  reversed  or  set  aside  by 
writ  of  error,  oertiorariy  or  other  direct  proceeding  provided 
by  law. 

The  petition  for  the  vote  stands  in  substantially  the  same 
relation  to  the  subsequent  proceedings  as  an  original  notice  or 
summons  does  to  the  proceedings  which  it  inaugurates.  If  it  is- 
defective  in  fact,  but  is  adjudged  sufficient  by  the  tribunal 
having  jurisdiction  to  decide  upon  it,  such  adjudication  becomes 
conclusive  until  reversed  or  set  aside  upon  an  appeal,  writ  of 
error,  certiorari,  or  the  like,' 

§  436.  Among  the  acts  of  the  various  tribunals  belonging  to> 
this  class  is  the  action  of  a  board  of  County  Commission- 
ers, Supervisors  or  a  County  «Court  in  the  allowance  of  a 
claim.*    The  same  matter  can  not  be  relitigated  between  the 


Rogers,  24  Eas.  148;  State  v.  Augusta, 
46  Me.  127;  Rominger  v.  Simmons.  88 
Ind.  453;  Mclntire  v.  Marine,  93  Ind. 
193. 

*  Cooper  V.  Sunderland,  8  Iowa, 
114;  Morrow  v.  Weed,  4  Iowa,  77; 
Dishon  v.  Smith,  10  Iowa.  212;  Lynde 
V.  Winnebago,  16  Wall.  6;  Rock  Creek 
V.  Strong,  96  U.  6.  271:  Ryan  v. 
Varga,  &c.  Co.,  37  Iowa,  78;  Commis- 
sioners V.  Hall,  70  Ind.  469. 

a  Colusa  County  v.  De  Jarnette,  55 
Cal.  373;  Tildon  v.  Supervisors,  41 
Cal.  68;  Handblowerv.  Duden,  35  Cal. 
664;  El  Dorado  v.  Elstncr,  18  Cal. 
144;  Falls  v.  Paine,  23  Cal.  302;  Raley 
V.  Guinn,  76  Mo.  263;  Hancock  v. 
Binford,  70  Ind.  208;  Lincoln  v.  Sim- 
mons, 39  Ark.  485;  Rieffo  v.  Connor, 
10  Ark.  241;    Brandenburg  v.  State, 


24  Ark.  50;  Patterson  v.  Temple,  2T 
Ark.  202;  Kirsch  v.  Lincoln,  86  Ark. 
589;  Peay  v.  Duncan,  20  Ark.  86;: 
Jessiip  V.  SpoArs,  38  Ark.  457;  Argo 
V.  Barthand,  80  Ind.  63;  O'Connor  v. 
Boylan,  49  Mich.  209;  Harding  v. 
Montgomery,  55  Iowa,  41 ;  Commis- 
sioners V.  Applewhite,  62  Ind.  -364; 
Commissioners  v.  Binford,  70  Ind. 208; 
Campbell  v.  Commissioners,  71  Ind. 
185;  Commissioners  v.  Hall,  70  Ind. 
469;  State  v. , Benson,  70  Ind.  484; 
Brennen  v.  N.  Y.,  8  Daly,  426;  Stat^ 
V.  County,  25  Minn.  22;  Common- 
wealth V.  Knox,  1  Pennypacker, 
478;  Northumberland  v.  Bloom,  8  W. 
&  S.  542;  Blackmore  v.  Alleghany,  51 
Pa.  St.  160;  Siggins  v.  Common- 
wealth, 86  Pa.  St.  278;  Northampton 
V.  John,  24  Pa.  St.  806;  Glalfelter  v. 
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same  parties ;  the  allowance  and  payment  of  such  claim  is  a 
jadgment  and  merger.  Tbeapprovalof  an  official  bond.*  So  where 
the  law  has  committed  to  a  certain  body  the  duty  of  acting  as 
judges  or  inspectors  of  election  and  canvassing  the  returns  and 
determining  the  result  of  an  election  from  them,  and  such  duty 
has  been  performed,  and  a  determination  made,  the  question  of 
the  effect  of  the  returns  made  is  not  open  in  an  action  in  which 
the  title  of  an  officer  to  his  office  comes  up  collaterally.'  So  the 
judgment  of  a  superintendent  of  a  road,  which  is  intended  to  be 
final  against  a  contractor  is  obligatory  on  a  board  under  whose 
direction  the  improvements  are  made.* 

§  437.  Counties  estopped  by  the  acts  of  its  Commissioners, 
Supervisors,  County  Court  or  Trustees. — "  A  board  of  county 
commissioners  is  not  a  court  in  such  sense  that  its  record  may  be 
pleaded  in  bar  as  evidence  of  a  former  recovery,  or  as  res  adjudi- 
cata  in  respect  to  a  claim  against  the  county  allowed  by  the  board. 
While  not  a  court,  it  is  the  agent  of  the  county  in  regard  to  all 
matters  within  the  scope  of  its  agency.  As  to  all  such  matters 
requiring  discretion  and  determination,  their  acts  are  quad  judi- 
cial and  binding  upon  the  county  until  set  aside  for  fraud  or  col- 
lusion in  a  direct  proceeding  brought  for  that  purpose ;  but  those 
involving  the  exercise  of  no  judgment,  are  ministerial,  and,  if 
erroneous,  are  void.  They  are  representatives  or  agents  of  the 
county  for  certain  specified  purposes ;  their  action,  within  the 
scope  of  their  powers,  is  the  action  of  the  county  itself,  and,  in  the 
absence  of  any  charge  of  mistake  or  fraud,  absolutely  conclusive 
against  it.  For,  while  there  may  be  given  the  right  of  appeal, 
this  does  not  apply  to  the  county,  as  it  would  be  anomalous — not 
to  use  any  stronger  term — to  say  that  the  county  could  appeal 
from  the  act  of  its  own  agent.  Hence,  when  the  board  has  acted 
upon  any  matter  within  its  jurisdiction,  such  action,  even  though 
erroneous,  is  final  so  far  as  the  county  is  concerned,  and  the  only 
remedy  is  that  to  which  all  other  persons,  natural  as  well  as  arti- 

Commonweallh,  74  Pa.  St.  74;  Wilson  Brevard   v.    Hoflfman,    18  Md.  479; 

V.    Clarion,  2   Pa.  St.   17;  Howe  v.  Commonwealth  v.  Garriques,  28  Pa. 

Newbegin,  84  Me.  15.  St.  9;  Waygood  v.  James,  L.  R  4  C. 

'  Bay  V.  Brock,  44  Mich.  45;  Booth,  P.   361;  Gordan  v.  Farrar,  2  Doug, 

in  re,  64  Ala.  312;  People  v.  Supervis-  (Mich.)  411. 
ors,  10  Cal.  844.  '  Mercer  Board  v.  Dougherty,  8  B. 

*  Hadley  v.  Albany,  88  N.  Y.  608;  Mon.  440. 
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ficial,  must  resort,  who  are  so  unfortanate  as  to  employ  faithless 
or  incompetent  agents,  viz. :  to  discharge  those  who  have  proved 
themselves  to  be  inefficient  or  unworthy  of  tmst,  and  employ 
others  who  are  more  honest  and  efficient.'*^ 

§  438.  Such  adjudications  not  subject  to  collateral  attack. 
Among  the  various  powers  conferred  upon  this  class  of  tribunals  is 
that  of  exclusive  control  over  the  county  highway.  There  has  been 
a  vast  amount  of  litigation  growing  out  of  the  exercise  of  this 
power.  In  a  late  case  involving  some  of  the  matters  incident  to 
such  exercise  of  authority,  it  was  said,  ^^  It  was  shown  by  the  com- 
plaint in  the  case  now  before  us,  that  the  board  of  commissioners, 
upon  the  presentation  of  the  petition  and  the  filing  of  the  bond, 
did  appoint  thi*ee  viewers,  and  directed  them  to  meet,  on  a  day 
named,  at  the  office  of  the  county  auditor.  When  an  inferior  tri- 
bunal is  required  to  ascertain  and  decide  upon  facts  essential  to 
its  jurisdiction,  its  determination  thereon  is  conclusive  as  against 
collateral  attack,  and  that,  in  such  proceedings  as  that  under  con- 
sideration, the  filing  or  presentation  of  the  petition  calls  into  exer- 
cise the  jurisdiction  of  the  board,  and  authorizes  that  body  to 
determine,  not  only  whether  the  petition  is  properly  signed  by 
the  requisite  land-owners,  but  every  other  fact  necessary  to  the 
granting  of  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ;  for  instance,  in  this  case, 
whether  the  proposed  improvements,  its  kind,  and  the  points 
between  which  it  was  to  be  made,  and  the  like,  were  sufficiently 
stated.  And  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  record  of  the  board  shall 
show  an  express  finding  iipon  such  facts.  Such  findings  will  be 
presumed  in  support  of  the  proceedings,  if  the  record  shows  an 
order  granting  the  petition  or  for  the  taking  of  the  steps  nec- 
essary to  the  accomplishment  of  the  end  designed.  In  this  case 
the  order  for  the  appointment  of  the  viewers  and  engineers,  and 
fixing  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  is  equivalent  to  a  find- 
ing  of  the  facts  necessary  to  have  been  found,  and  to  an  adjudi- 
cation of  the  board,  that  the  petition  itself  is  sufficient.  By  tlie 
presentation  of  the  petition,  the  judgment  of  the  board  upon  its 
sufficiency  was  invoked,  and  their  judgment  in  this  respect,  as 
much  as  in  other  respects,  is  exempt  from  collateral  attack."  The 
doctrine  here  declared  is  fairly  deducible  from,  and  fully  accords 

»  Richland  v.  Milkr,  16  8.  0.  244. 
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with,  the  law  as  expressed  in  a  long  line  of  decided  eases  in  this 
court.* 

§  439.  Conclnsiveness  of  such  adjudications  upon  subsequent 
boards,  &c.  It  is  a  well  settled  principle  that  a  judgment  when 
once  it  has  become  final  is  not  subject  to  review  by  the  same  court 
after  a  certain  time  fixed  by  statute.  The  same  principle  applies 
in  the  case  of  a  county  board  of  supervisors,  auditors,  and  that 
class  of  qu(i8i  judicial  bodies,  as,  for  instance,  where  the  statute 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  audit  and  adjust  the  accounts 
of  public  officers,  and  to  state  and  certify  such  accounts.  Tran- 
scripts from  the  books  and  proceedings  of  the  auditor  were  made 
presumptive  evidence  in  any  civil  cause.  Sdd^  that  after  the 
accounts  of  a  public  officer  had  been  in  due  form  audited  by  the 
auditor  and  settled  by  the  officer,  a  subsequent  auditor  had  no 
power  to  open  and  restate  the  account.  The  court  gave  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  ground  of  its  decision :  ^'  The  office  of  auditor, 
though  filled  by  successive  incumbents,  is  a  continu6us  thing. 
Each  of  the  several  incumbents  has  the  same  powers,  and  only 
the  same  powers,  neither  is  clothed  with  revisory  powers  over 
the  other.  When  the  auditor  states  and  certifies  an  account 
against  a  tax  collector,  it  becomes ^i7/ia  Jhcie  a  correct  account. 
A  restatement  by  a  subsequent  auditor  can  only  be  prima  facie 
correct.  Which,  prima  fade^  or  presumptive  proof  shall  over- 
come the  other  ?  The  law  has  not  declared  that  the  later  stated 
account  shall  prevail  over  the  former.  The  law  has  said  nothing 
on  the  subject.  Is  it  implied  in  the  nature  of  the  duty  ?  Many 
reasons  in  addition  to  those  stated  above  combine  to  force  us  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  auditor  has  no  power  to  correct  errore  he 


>  Million  y.  Commissioners,  89  Ind. 
18;  R.  R.  V.  Evansville,  15  Ind.  895; 
Snelson  ▼.  State,  16  Ind.  29;  Spauld- 
ing  V.  Baldwin,  81  Ind.  876;  Dcquin- 
<Jre  V.  Williams,  81  Ind.  444;  Ney  v. 
Swinney,  86  Ind.  454;  Stoddard  v. 
Johnson,  75  Ind.  20 ;  Tp.  Co.  v.  Bar- 
nard, 40  Ind.  146;  Worthington  v. 
Dunkin,  41  Ind.  615;  Gavin  v.  Gray- 
don,  41  Ind.  559;  Curry  v.  Miller,  42 
Ind.  820;  Board  v.  Markle,  46  Ind.96; 
Evans  v.  Clermont,  51  Ind.  160;  Mar- 


kle V.  Board,  55  Ind.  185;  Faris  v, 
Reynolds.  70  Ind.  859;  Board  v.  Hall, 
70  Ind.  409;  MiUer  v.  Porter,  71  Ind. 
521 ;  MuUikin  v.  Bloomington,  72  Ind. 
161;  Hume  v.  Assn.,  72  Ind.  499; 
Porter  v.  Stout,  78  Ind.  8;  Hauk 
V.  Barthold,  78  Ind.  21;  Muncey 
V.  Joest,  74  Ind.  409;  Breitwiser  v. 
Fubrman,  88  Ind-  28;  Rominger  y. 
Simmons,  88  Ind.  458;  Mclntyye  ▼, 
Marine,  98  Ind.  19a 
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niaj  detect  in  the  accounts  stated,  certified  and  collected  by  any 
of  his  predecessors,  and  thns  make  such  restated  account  SL^inur 
facie  charge  against  the  officer.  We  state  but  one  which  we  con- 
sider conclusive.  If  the  auditor  can  restate  one  account  ho  can 
overhaul  any  number,  and  as  the  statute  of  limitations  against  the 
State  is  twenty  years,  he  can  extend  his  investigation  back  that 
number  of  years.  Such  a  rule  would  be  so  harassing  that  we 
cannot  believe  the  Legislature  intended  it."*  A  question  arose 
as  to  the  power  of  a  succeeding  board  to  review  and  readjust  the 
action  of  their  predecessors.  The  court  said,  '^  Doubtless,  if  a 
board  of  supervisors  at  one  time  act  finally  upon  a  matter  of 
which  they  have  jurisdiction,  and  as  to  which  they  have  a  lawful 
right  to  act,  a  succeeding  board  may  not  undo  what  they  have 
done,  to  the  immediate  detrinient  of  third  parties.'^'  An  attempt 
was  made  by  a  succeeding  auditor  to  correct  an  alleged  mistake 
of  his  predecessor,  in  settling  with  the  sheriff,  who  was  tax  col- 
lector, for  revenue  collected  by  him.  Speaking  of  the  acts  of 
the  auditor,  as  affecting  the  State,  the  court  said,  "  He  was  her 
accredited  organ,  with  full  power  and  discretion  to  settle,  and 
record  as  settled,  accounts  of  sheriffs  for  revenue  due  to  her.  *  * 
His  adjustment,  once  closed  and  registered  by  him,  was  made 
conclusive,  unless  changed  by  a  direct  judicial  proceeding  for 
the  purpose  of  correcting  any  error  or  mistake  committed  by 
him.  *  *  *  The  auditor  himself  was  fwnctu%  officioy  and 
could  not  change  the  registered  account  by  his  own  act.  *  *  * 
And,  of  course,  his  successor  could  make  no  correction,  and  espe- 
cially after  two  years,  within  which  period  even  a  suit  for  correc- 
tion is  expressly  limited  by  law."* 

§  440.  The  general  principle,  which  is  of  universal  application,, 
is,  that  whatever  is  properly  submitted  to  be  decided  by  the  discre- 
tion of  a  man,  or  a  board  of  men,  when  so  decided,  cannot  be 
revised  by  another  tribunal  unless  there  is  some  statutory  mode 

>  State   V.    Brewer,    59   Ala.   180;  Miss.  529;  Mobile  v.  Huggins,  8  Ala. 

Randolph,  in  re,  2  Brock.  447;  U.  S.  440;  Arthur  v.  Adam,  49  Miss.  404; 

V.  Bank,  15  Pet.  877.  U.  S.  v.  Jones,  8  Pet.  375;  Porter  v. 

•  Supervisors  v.  Ellis,  59  N.  T.  620;  Directors,  18  Pa.  St.  144;  Middlelowa 

Supervisors  v.  Briggs,  2  Dcnio,  26.  v.  Miles,  61  Pa.  St  290;  Burnet  v. 

'  Hobson  V.  Commonwealth,  1  Du-  Auditor,  12  Ohio,  54;  Kendall  v.  U.. 

vail,  172;  Yallabusha  v.  Cartiy,  11  S.,  12  Pet.  624. 
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of  review,  by  appeal  or  cerpiorari.^  Snch  deterraiDations  are 
final  and  conclnsive  upon  the  parties,  and  are  not  subject  to  col- 
lateral attack  from  any  qtiarter.  Thns  a  judgment  rendered  by  a 
competent  court  charged  with  special  statutory  jurisdiction,  and 
when  all  the  facts  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction 
are  shown  to  exist,  is  no  more  subject  to  impeachment  in  a  col- 
lateral proceeding  than  the  judgment  of  any  other  court  of 
exclusive  jurisdiction,  as  a  judgment  condemning  land  for  rail- 
road purposes,'^  nor  can  a  court,  unless  power  has  been  conferred 
by  statute,  supervise  or  correct  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of 
railroad  commissioners.'  This  doctrine  is  applicable  to  county 
courts  or  county  commissioners,  boards  of  supervisors,  boards  of 
police  commissioners,*  a  register  in  chancery  in  the  appointment 
of  a  trustee,*  the  determination  of  commissioners  under  acts  of 
Congress.*  So  the  decision  of  the  proper  officers  as  to  the  apt- 
ness of  time  and  sufficiency  of  proofs  required  in  the  several 
steps  to  perfect  title  to  land  from  the  government,  under  the 
pre-emption  laws,  in  the  absence  of  fraud,  imposition  or  mistake 
shown  by  the  party  alleging  it,  is  conclusive,'  This  principle 
applies  to  the  decision  of  the  commissioner  of  patents.'  So  in  a 
case  where  the  Legislature  had  granted  authority  to  countiee  to 


» Conn.,  &c.  Co.  v.  Bailey,  24  Vt. 
465. 

•  Secombe  v.  Railroad  Co.,  23 
Wall.  108;  R  R.  Co.  v.  R  R.  Co..  17 
W.  Va.  812;  Biitmnn  v.  R  R  Co.,  27 
Vt  500;  Allen  v.  R  R  Co.,  15  Hun, 
80;  Evans  v.  Haefner,  29  Mo.  141; 
Houston  V.  R  R  Co.,  4  Ohio  St.  686; 
Read  v^  Ry.  Co.,  1  H.  &  S.  125;  Reg. 
V.  Ry.  Co.,  8  E.  &  B.  443;  Chapman 
V.  Ry.  Co. ,  2  H.  &  N.  267;  Newbold 
V.  Ry.  Co.,  14  C.  B.  N.  S.  405;  Barber 
V.  Canal  Co..  15  C.  B.  N.  S.  726; 
Townsend  v.  R  R,  01  111.  545;  R  R 
Co.  V.  Pound,  22  III.  899. 

'  Viascher  v.  Hudson  River  R  Co., 
15  Barb.  87. 

*  Carroll  v.  Board  of  Police.  Ac.,  28 
Miss.  88;  Knowles  v.  Muscatine,  20 
la.  248;  Bemal  v.  Lynch,  86  Cal.  135. 

«  Gaines  v.  Harrison,  19  Ala.  491. 


•  Brown  v.  Jackson,  7  Wheat.  218; 
Le  Roy  v.  New  York.  4  Johns.  Ch. 
862;  Stephens  v.  Coburn,  2  Call.  440; 
Archer  v.  Bacon,  12  Mo.  149;  La 
Roche  V.  Jones,  9  How.  155. 

'  Johnson  v  Towsley,  18  Wall.  72; 
Samson  v.  Smiley,  18  Wall.  91 ;  Rob- 
bins  V.  Bunn,  54  111.  48;  Warren  v. 
Van  Brunt,  19  Wall.  646;  Pinley  v. 
Woodruff e,  8  Ark.  828;  Danforth  v. 
Morical,  84  111.  456;  McConnell  v. 
Wilcox.  2  III.  844;  Carey  v.  Brown, 
58  Cal.  180. 

^  Jackson  y.  Lawton.  10  Johns.  28; 
Rubber  Co.  v.  Goodyear,  9  Wall.  788; 
Eureka  Co.  v.  Bailey.  11  Wall.  488; 
Field  V.  Seabury,  19  How.  881;  Do 
Florerv.  Raynolds.  14  Blatchf.  605; 
Porie  V.  Wells,  6  Col.  406;  Refining 
Co.  V.  Green,  4  McCrary,  282. 
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grant  ferry  privileges,  the  court  said :  In  granting  or  refusing  a 
ferry  privilege  the  connty  eonrt  acts  judicially,  and  its  judgment 
18  conclusive  on  all  persons  who  have  no  other  than  a  public 
interest  in  the  proceeding ;  but  does  not  conclude  any  one  whose 
private  interest  has  been  invaded,  unless  he  by  voluntary  appear- 
ance is  a  party  to  the  proceeding.  When  a  county  court  permits 
a  ferry  to  be  established,  at  or  near  a  town,  within  one  mile  of  a 
ferry  previously  established,  the  question  whether  the  public  con- 
venience required  the  establishment  of  the  rival  ferry  is  neces- 
sarily passed  upon  and  determined.'  Whenever  a  tribunal  is 
established  by  statutory  authority,  its  determinations;  within  the 
«cope  of  its  jurisdiction,  are  as  binding  and  conclusive,  unless 
reversed  by  a  superior  tribunal,  as  the  determinations  of  any 
<;ourt  of  exclusive  jurisdiction.'  As  an  illustration  of  the  con- 
clusiveness of  such  adjudications,  not  only  upon  the  parties  but 
on  the  courts  rendering  the  judgment,  a  recent  case  may  be 
referred  to.  The  plaintifE  was  appointed  police  clerk  in  the  city 
of  New  York  by  virtue  of  a  laVv  which  authorized  police  justices 
to  appoint  assistant  clerks  deemed  necessary  by  the  board  of 
supervisors,  and  declared  that  their  salary  be  fixed  by  the  super- 
visor. It  also  provided  that  the  common  council  or  supervisors 
may  increase  the  salary  of  any  officer  mentioned  in  that  act,  and 
declares  the  salary  of  police  court  clerks  to  be  the  same  as  fixed 
by  law  before  that  act  for  police  justices'  clerks.  The  plaintiff 
was  appointed  by  one  of  the  justices  on  the  1st  of  May,  1870, 
and  the  board  of  supervisors  on  the  26th  fixed  his  salary  "at  the 
same  amount  now  allowed  to  police  court  clerks."  The  salary  of 
police  court  clerks  had  been  established  at  $1,458  per  annum; 
the  common  council  increased  it  to  $2,500  by  virtue  of  the  act  of 
1860.  In  1869  the  common  council  again  fixed  it  at  •$4,000. 
Ilcld^  that  the  last  increase  was  invalid,  and  that  the  salary 
recoverable  was  $2,500  per  annum.  Having  once  authorized  an 
increase,  the  common  council  had  exhausted  its  power,  and  was 
expressly  prohibited  from  making  any  further  increase.*  The 
increase  authorized  by  the  act  of  1860  is  for  additional  duties 

1  Lindsay  v.  Lindley,  dO  Ark.  678;     v.  Bank,  4  Bosw.  868;   Caasidy  v. 
Murray  v.  Menefee,  20  Ark.  561.  Carr,  48  Cal.  889. 

•U.S.  V.Flint,  4  Sawyer,  42;  People        »  Smith  v.  Mayor,  8  T.  &  C.  160; 

Drake  ▼.  Mayor,  7  Lans.  841. 
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impoBed.  The  exercise  of  that  power  was  a  judicial  act,  and 
having  once  been  exercised  could  not  be  repeated,  reversed  or 
annulled  by  the  same  body.^ 

Where  a  statute  provides  for  a  special  proceeding,  such  as 
assignments  and  the  distribution  of  the  estate  of  the  insolvent, 
all  parties  filing  their  claims  with  the  assignee,  receiver  or 
trustee,  whether  residents  of  the  State  where  the  assignment  is 
made  or  not,  are  bound  by  the  proceedings.  So  a  creditor  who 
files  his  claim  under  an  attachment  proceeding  becomes  a  party 
thereto,  and  is  concluded  by  the  judgment.* 

§  441.  Decisions  made  by  the  land  officers  upon  questions  of 
fact  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  land,  where  all  parties  in 
interest  have  had  notice,  and  a  fair  and  impartial  hearing  has 
been  had,  will  not  be  reviewed  by  the  courts.*  So  the  decision 
of  the  Land  Commissioner  and  his  award  of  a  patent  is  conclusive 
upon  the  courts,  with  regard  to  contested  claims  for  rights  of 
entry,  except  where  they  have  misconstrued  the  law,  or  for  fraud 
or  misrepresentation.*  So  are  the  rulings  of  land  officer  as  to 
rights  of  claimants*  action  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  in  distribution 
of  fines  and  penalties,*  So  a  compromise  by  authority  of  the  Land 
Commissioner  of  the  United  States.'  Decision  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Internal  Kevenue  is  in  the  nature  of  an  award,  binds 
both  the  claimant  and  the  Government,  and  cannot  be  im- 
peached for  error.*  The  certificate  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
currency  is  conclusive  as  to  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings 
by  which  any  bank  has  been  converted  into  a  national  bank.* 


»  Drake  v.  Mayor,  19  A.  L.  J.  420. 

•Trentman  v.  Wiley,  85  Ind.  83; 
R  R.  Co.  V.  Glass  Co.,  84  Ind.  516. 

» Hosmer  v.  Wallace,  47  Cal.  416; 
Gray  v.  McCance.  14  111.  843;  Mc- 
Gebee  v.  Wright.  16  111.  5S5;  Rutledge 
V.  Murphy,  51  Cal.  888;  Mitchell  v. 
Cobb,  13  Ala.  137;  Henry  v.  Welsh,  4 
La.  547;  Primot  v.  Thibodeaux,  6  La. 
10;  Kerby  v.  Fogleman,  16  La.  277; 
Lewis  V.  Lewis,  9  Mo.  183. 

*  Miller  v.  Gibbons,  34  Ark.  212; 
Qnimby  ▼.  Conlan,  104  U.  8.  420; 
Wells  V.  Mickles,  104  U.  8.  444 ; 
O'Connor   v.    Frasher,  56  Cal.  499; 


Refining  Co.  v.  Kemp,  104  U.  8. 
686;  Knight  V.  Leary,  54  Wis.  549; 
Mace  V.  Merrill,  56  Cat.  554;  Brewer 
V.  Hall,  36  Ark.  834;  Steinback  v.  Per- 
kins, 58  Cal.  86. 

•  Kinney  v.  Degman,  12  Neb.  237; 
Rush  V.  Valentine,  12  Neb.  513  (Re- 
ceiver and  Register  of  the  Land  office); 
McConnell  v.  Wilcox,  2  111.  344. 

•  Kellogg  V.  U.  8.,  15  Ct.  of  Claims, 
372;  Camp  v.  U.  8.,  15  Ct.  of  Cl'ms, 
469. 

1  Wells  V.  Nickles,  104  U.  8.  444. 

•  Bank  v.  U.  8.,  15  Ct.  of  CI.  225. 

•  Keyser  v.  Hitz,  2  Mackey,  478. 
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or  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  assessment  on  the  stockholders  ia 
winding  up  its  afiEairs.* 

Thus  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  to  jndge 
and  determine  all  applications  for  pensions,  and  to  constrae  and 
interpret  all  questions  which  may  arise  as  to  the  construction  of 
the  several  acts -of  Congress  relating  to  pensions,  subject  only  to 
the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war  and  navy,  to  whom  an 
appeal  may  be  made.  The  commissioner  of  pensions,  aided  by 
the  secretary  of  war  or  navy,  constitute  a  special  tribunal  ad  hoo^ 
and  its  judgments,  decrees  and  awards  are  necessarily  final  and 
conclusive.  The  commissioner  of  pensions  is  the  exclusive  judge 
of  the  law  and  the  facts  in  all  cases  within  the  scope  of  his 
authority,  subject  to  appeal  to  the  secretary  of  war  or  navy. 
Thus  a  decree  awarding  a  pension  to  certain  persons,  naming 
them,  as  children  of  a  deceased  widow  who  was  entitled  to  a 
pension  under  an  act  of  Congress  but  did  not  draw  it,  when  in 
fact  only  part  of  the  children  were  named,  is  conclusive  npon 
those  not  named,  and  can  only  be  corrected  upon  re-examination 
by  the  commissioner  at  his  discretion  subject  to  appeal  to  the 
proper  secretary.' 

So  where  a  statute  provides  that  upon  the  application  of 
certain  parties  and  proper  showing  that  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  have  been  complied  with,  certain  commissioners  shall 
draw  their  warrant  if  satisfied  that  the  parties  have  complied 
with  the  provisions,  their  determination  is  a  final  judicial  decis- 
ion' and  cannot  be  questioned  in  a  collateral  action.  But 
where  the  record  does  not  contain  the  required  jurisdictional 
facts,  as  where  in  the  records  of  a  commissioner's  court  for  the 
assessment  of  revenue  and  establishment  of  roads  and  other 
county  business,  a  statute  requires  in  the  establishment  of  new 
road  that  thirty  days'  notice  of  the  Application  be  given,  and  it 
appears  that  it  had  not  been  given,  a  decree  establishing  such 

»  Strong  V.  Southworth,  8  Ben.  881;  Rice  v.  Commissioner,  18  Pick.  325; 

Keyser  v.  Hitz,  3  Mackey,  478.  Baker  ▼.  Chisholm,  8  Tex.  167;   Ar- 

•  Stokely  v.   De  Camp,   2  Grant's  berry  v.  Beavers,  6  Tex.  460;  Towne 

€a8.  17.  V.  Leach,  82  Vt.  747;  Lownsbery  v. 

'Houston,  &c.  Co.  v.  Randolph,  24  Rakestraw,  14  Eas.  151;  McCahill  v. 

Tex.  817;  Sutherland  v.  De  Leon,  1  Equitable,  <&ic.   Co.,  26   N.    J.  £q. 

Tex.  250;  Wiley  v.  Kelsey,  9  Ga.  117;  681. 
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road  is  erroneoas  and  properly  quashed  at  the  instance  of  the 
party  injured.* 

§  442.  An  award  ordinarily  has  the  force  of  a  judgment  and 
concludes  the  parties  from  litigating  the  matters  submitted  to 
the  arbitrators,  on  any  subsequent  occasion  ;*  and  when  the  sub- 
mission is  acquiesced  in  by  both  parties  has  as  to  them  the  effect 
of  a  final  judgment.*  Their  jurisdiction  is  an  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion created  by  the  parties,  and  it  cannot  be  shown  that  they 
proceeded  on  a  mistake/  nor  can  the  award  be  impeached  at  nisi 
priua  for  corruption.*  But  it  may  be  shown  that  the  arbitrators 
have  exceeded  their  jurisdiction  and  adjudicated  upon  matters 
not  submitted  to  them.*  But  the  award  itself  cannot  be  contra- 
dicted or  shown  to  mean  something  different  from  what  it 
expresses/  If  there  is  any  doubt  from  the  terms  of  the  submis- 
sion whether  certain  matters  were  submitted  and  passed  on  by 
the  arbitrators,  it  is  competent  for  the  court,  in  an  action  upon 
the  award,  to  admit  evidence  as  to  the  truth  of  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  then  to  charge  the  jury  as  to  the  law  applicable  thereto.* 


1  Commissioners,  &c.  ▼.  Thompson, 
15  Ala.  WL 

«  Pease  v.  Whitton.  18  Me.  117; 
Bogers  v.  Holden,  12  III  29B;  Brown 
V.  Wheeler,  17  Conn.  845;  Doe  v. 
Prosser,  8  East,  15;  Muirhead  v.  Eirk- 
Patrick,  2  Pa  St.  426^  Wright  v.  Bol- 
ton, 8  Ala.  545;  Coming  v.  Heard,  10 

B.  &  S.  606;  Lloyd  v.  Barr,  11  Pa.  St. 
41;  Bird  v.  Odem,  9  Ala.  755;  Tyer- 
man  v.  Smith,  87  E.  L.  &  Eq.  66;  Mer- 
rick's Estate,  5  W.  &  S.  9;  Richard- 
son y.  Lanning,  26  N.  J.  L.  180:  Bra- 
zill  Y.  Isham,  12  N.  Y.  9;  Darlington 
V.  Gray,  5  Whart.  487;  Veghte  v. 
Hoagland,  29  N.  J.  L.  125;  Anding  v. 
Levy,  60  Miss.  487;  Allen  v.  Miller,  2 

C.  &  J.  47;  Gascbine  v.  Edwards  1  Y, 
&  J.  19;  Parkes  v.  Smith,  19  L.  J. 
Q.  B.  405;  Cummings  v.  Heard.  L. 
R  4Q.  B.  669;  Whitehead  v.  Tatter- 
sall,  1  A.  &  E.  491;  Blake's  Case,  8 
Co.  842;  Morris  v.  Creach,  1  Lev.  292; 
Smith  V.  Johnson,  15  East,  218;  Dunn 
T.  Murray,  9  B.  <&  C.  780;  Harper,  in 
re,  L.  B.  10  C.  H.  App.  79;  Morse  v. 


Bishop,  65  Yt.  281;  Groat  v.  Pracht, 
SlKas.  656. 

'  'Pensten  v.  Somers,  15  La.  Ann. 
679;  Jarvis  v.  Fountain,  &c.  Co.,  5 
Cal.  179;  Tomlinson  v,  Arriskin, 
Corny n,  830;  Pickering  v.  Watson,  2 
W.  Black.  1117;  Cayhillv.  Fitzgerald, 

1  Wilfi.  28;  Fox  v.  .Smith,  2  Wills. 
267;  Hawkins  v.  Colclough,  1  Burr. 
274;  Bacan  v.  Dubai-ry.  1  Ld.  Raym* 
247.  See  Baspole's  Case,  8  Co.  98,  a; 
Ormelade  v.  Coke,  Cro.  Jac.  354. 

^  Johnson  v.  Durant,  2  B.  «&  A.  931; 
Ashton  V.  Poynter,  1  C.  M.  &  R, 
738;  The  Union,  20  Fed.  R  539. 

*  Wells  V.  Maccarnick,  2  Wils.  148; 
Braddick  v.  Thompson,  8  East,  844; 
Brazier  v.  Bryant,  3  Bing.  167. 

•  Butler  V.  Mayor,  1  Hill,  489;  S.  C, 
7  Hill,  329. 

»  Doke  V.  James,  4  N.  Y.  568;  Ran- 
del  V.  Glenn,  2  Gill,  430;  Hall,  in  re» 

2  M.  &  G.  852;  Veale  v.  Warner,  2  W. 
Sand.  580. 

«  Keaton  v.  Mulligan,  48  Ga.  808. 
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A  sabmiosioD  to  arbitrators  which  is  the  act  of  both  parties,  is 
more  binding  than  the  averments  in  a  declaration,  which  pro- 
ceeds onlj  from  one,  and  when  the  submission  is  of  all  matters 
in  dispute,  or  is  of  all  demands,  the  estoppel  is  coextensive  with 
the  submission.  It  cannot  be  shown  that  a  particular  demand 
was  not  laid  before  the  arbitrators,  for  the  obvious  reason  that 
the  submission  was  the  final  adjustment  and  adjudication  of 
every  matter  in  controversy,  and  neither  party  is  allowed  to 
defeat  it.'  Thus  where  mutual  claims  were  submitted  by  the 
defendant  and  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendant  was 
fully  heard  and  the  award  was  rendered  against  him,  the  defend- 
ant in  an  action  on  the  award  is  estopped  from  denying  its 
validity  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiffs  agent  had  no  authority 
to  make  the  submission.'  In  Massachusetts  a  different  rule  has 
been  established,  and  either  party  has  been  allowed  to  introduce 
evidence  that  a  particular  demand  had  not  been  submitted  to  the 
arbitrators,  although  the  submission  purported  to  be  of  all 
demands,  and  a  similar  rule  has  been  adopted  in  other  states  * 
But  the  general  tendency  of  the  various  courts  is  to  limit  this 
rule  rather  than  extend  it,  on  the  principle  of  interest  reijmblicae 
ut  sitfijiis  litium.*  An  award  6t  arbitrators  decides  the  rights 
of  the  parties  as  effectually  as  a  judgment  at  law  or  a  decree  in 


•  Grazebrook  v.  Davis,  6B.&  C.  584; 
Thornburn  v.  Barnes,  L.  R.  2  C.  P. 
884;  Jones  v.  Harris,  58  Miss.  298; 
Smith  V.  Johnson,  15  East,  215;  John- 
son v.  Durant,  2  B.  &  A.  925;  Bailey 
v.  Lechmere.  1  Esp.  877;  Dicas  v. 
Jay,  4  M.  &  P.  285;  Owen  v.  Boerum, 
23  Barb.  187;  Brazil  v.  Isham,  12  N. 
Y.  9;  Bunnell  v.  Pinto,  2  Conn.  438; 
Wheeler  ▼.  Van  Houten,  12  Johns. 
313;  Briggs  v.  Brewster,  23  Vt.  100; 
Dunn  V.  Murray,  9  B.  &  C.  780;  Will- 
iams V.  Danziger,  91  Pa.  St.  282. 

•  White  V.  Fox,  29  Conn.  570. 

•  Edwai-ds  v.  Stevens,  1  Allen,  815; 
Kewman  v.  Wood,  M.  &  Y.  190; 
Whittemore  ▼.  Whittemore,  2  N.  H. 
26;  Englemanv.  Engleman,  1  Dana, 
487;  Ravee  ▼.  Farmer,  4  T.  R.  146; 
Martha  v.  Thornton,  4  Esp.lSO;  Bates 


V.  Townley,  2  Ex.  152;  Newell  v. 
Elliott,  1  H.  &  C.  797;  Darlington  v. 
Gray,  5  Whart.  487;  Webster  v.  Lee, 
5  Mass.  884;  Hodges  ▼.  Hodges,  ^ 
Mass.  820;  Smith  v.  Whitmg.  11 
Mass.  447;  King  v.  Savory,  8  Cush. 
309;  Bixby  v.  Whitney,  5  Me.  192; 
Buck  V.  Buck,  2  Vt.  420;  Eeaton  v. 
Mulligan,  43  Ga.  308. 

♦  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Bedford,  88  E. 
L.  &  Eq.  92;  Briggs  v.  Smith.  20 
Barb.  409;  Dunn  v.  Murray,  9  B.  & 
C.  780;  Cushing  v.  Babcock.  8  Me. 
452;  Warfield  v- Holbrook,  20  Pick. 
531 ;  Robinson  v.  Morse,  29  Vt.  404; 
Trescott  v.  Baker,  29  Vt.  459;  Robin- 
son V.  Morse,  29  Vt.  404;  Briggs  v. 
Brewster,  23  Vt.  109;  Jones  v.  Harris^ 
58  Miss.  298. 
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chancery,  and  is  as  bindiug  until  regularly  set  aside,  or  its 
.validity  questioned  in  a  proper  manner.^  When  not  made  under 
a  rule  of  court,  it  may  be  annulled  by  a  decree  in  chancery,  or  on 
a  biJl  showing  corrupt  practices  of  the  arbitrators  or  parties,  or 
the  mistake  of  the  former  or  any  accident  or  proper  grounds  for 
a  new  trial  attending  the  case  of  the  losing  party.  But  he  can 
never  overleap  it  treating  it  as  void,  and  litigate  it  anew  by  com- 
mencing an  action  as  if  it  had  not  been  made,  and  in  a  collateral 
manner  attack  its  validity.* 

§  443.  At  common  law  the  award  of  arbitrators,  regularly 
made  and  in  relation  to  a  matter  which  might  have  been  sub- 
mitted, is  conclusive  between  the  parties  in  a  contest  involving 
the  9ame  matter.  They  are  as  conclusive  as  the  judgments  of 
courts/  Choosing  arbitrators,  and  they  acting  within  the  pale 
of  their  authority,  the  award  becomes  the  act  of  the  parties,  and 
they  are  estopped  by  it.  No  action  can  be  maintained  to  recover 
money  paid  under  an  award,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  obtained 
fraudulently  or  by  false  testimony.*  Nor  can  a  defendant,  when 
a  suit  is  brought  to  enforce  an  award,  set  up  anything  as  a 
defense  which  was  a  proper  answer  to  the  plaintiff's  claim  before 
the  arbitrators.'  If  he  has  such  a  defense,  it  should  be  made 
before  the  arbitrators,  and  their  award,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
is  conclusive  as  long  as  they  keep  within  the  scope  of  their  sub- 
mission. An  award  extinguishes  the  original  demand,  and  is  a 
bar  to  any  action  upon  it,  and  even  when  the  award  is  made 
upon  a  parol  submission,  unless  unconditionally  revoked  before 


» Lloyd  V.  Barr,  11  Pa.  St.  41;  Pease 
v.  Whitten,  81  Me.  117. 

•Buckley  v.  Stewart.  1  Conn.  180; 
Ross  V.  Watt,  16  111.  09. 

•Britt  V.  Pashley,  1  Excbq.  64; 
Lundsford  v.  Smith,  12  Grntt.  564; 
Buck  V.  Spofford,  36  Me.  626;  Bower 
v.  TaHman,  6  W.  &  8.  686;  Morse  v. 
Bishop.  66  Vt.  281. 

*  Bulkly  V.  Stewart,  1  Conn.  180; 
Woodrow  V.  O'Connor,  28  Vt.  776. 

•Waite  V.  Barry,  13  Wend.  877; 
Mnirhead  v.  Kirkpatrick,  2  Pa.  St. 
426;  Price  v.  WilUamB,  1  Yes.  Jr.  865; 
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Woodv.  Griffith,  1  Swan,  62;  Stiff  v. 
Andrews,  2  Madd.  6;  Young  v.  Wal- 
ter, 9  Yes.  864;  Ching  v.  Ching,  6  Yes. 
282;  Atty.  Genl.  v.  Jackson,  5  Hare, 
855;  Morgan  v.  Mather,  2  Yes.  Jr. 
16;  Keeble  v.  Black,  4  Tex.  69; 
Bean  v.  Wendell,  22  N.  H.  588;  Pike 
T.  Gage.  29  N.  H.  470;  Hale  v. 
Handy,  26  N.  Hr  470;  Jones  v.  Stev- 
ens, 5  Met.  878;  Branscomb  v.  Bow- 
cliffe,  6  C.  B.  628;  Whitehead  v.  Tat- 
tersall,  1  A.  &  E.  491;  Smith  v.  R.  R., 
86  N.  H.  458;  Parkes  v.  Smith,  16  Q. 
B.  297. 
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the  award  is  made.'  But  this  rule  of  conclusiveness  most  be 
understood  with  this  qualification,  that  the  award  is  a  valid  and 
binding  one,  and  the  arbitrators  must  have  had  jurisdiction.  So 
an  award  by  a  public  officer  which  is  paid  bj  the  United  States, 
and  accepted  bj  the  claimant,  is  conclusive  and  final  and  bind- 
ing on  both  parties.*  This  doctrine  of  res  adjvdicaia  applies 
with  equal  force  to  an  adjudication  on  the  rights  of  conflicting 
claimants  upon  a  referee's  report.* 


§  444.  Arbitrators  acquire  their  jurisdiction  or  power  from 
the  agreement  to  submit,  and  this  authority  must  be  observed ; 
itis  this  alone  that  gives  them  jurisdiction.  The  presumption  is 
that  they  have  acted  within  the  scope  of  their  submission,  unless 
the  contrary  appears,  and  every  reasonable  intendment  will  be 
allowed  to  sustain  an  award. ,  They  must  be  certain,  final  and 
mutual.*  Where  the  money  is  expressed  to  be  in  satisfaction  of 
all  mattera,  it  is  held  to  be  sufficiently  mutual,  without  award- 
ing a  release.*  Here  it  seems  to  be  necessarily  implied.*  So 
where  it  is  awarded  that  all  controversies  shall  cease,  it  Uas  been 
held  good  without  a  release/ 

And  even  further,  where  the  award  recited  that  aU  matters 
in  difference  had  been  referred,  and  then  ordered  a  general  ver- 
dict for  the  plaintiff  for  a  certain  sum,  it  was  held  sufficiently 
mutual  and  certain,  although  it  was  not  expressed  to  be  made 
"  of  and  upon  the  premises."* 

Hence  it  seems  to  follow,  that  to  an  action  of  debt  on  bond 
for  not  performing  an  award,  or  to  an  action  on  the  award  it^ielf, 


>  Dilks  V.  Hammond,  86  Ind  566; 
Grls«]^s  V.  Scoley,  8  Ind.  264  ;  Car- 
son V.  Earlywine,  14  Ind.  256;  Miller 
V.  Goodwine,  29  Ind.  46;  Goodwino 
V.  Miller,  83  Ind.  419;  Shroyor  v. 
Bash,  57  Ind.  349;  Boots  v.  Canine, 
58  Ind.  450  ;  Webb  v.  Zeller,  70  Ind. 
408. 

«  Gilbert's  Case,  1  Ct.  of  Claims, 
108;  Kellog's  Case,  1  Ct.  of  Clms. 
810;  KendaU  v.  U.  S.  12  Pet.  524; 
Carnick  v.  U.  S.,  2  Ct.  of  Clms.  126. 

•Leavitt  v.  Wooley,  95  N.  Y.  212; 


Hulton  V.  Lockridge,  22  W.  Va.  159; 
Williams  t.  BatcLelor.  90  N.  C.  364 

*  Wilson  V.  Wilson,  9  Exchq.  90; 
Danziger  v.  Williams,  91  Pa  St. 
284. 

*  1  Rol.  Abr.  253.  (X)  pi.  4, 9. 

*  Nichols  V.  Gnmnion,  Hob.  49 
'  Harris  v.  Knipe,  1  Lev.  58. 

*  Gray  v.  Giveunap,  1  B.  &  A.  )06  ; 
Brown,  in  re,  9  Ad.  <&  £1.  522;  Duna 
V.  Warlters,  9.M.  &  W.  293;  WyaU  v. 
Curnell,  1  Dowl.  N.  B.  827;  Duk«*  -»  ^ 
Swansea,  8  C.  B.  N.  8.  146. 
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the  defendant  cannot  plead  collnsion  or  other  miscondnct  of  the 
arbitrators  in  avoidance. 

§  445.  An  award  that  proof  anfficient  had  not  been  produced 
to  eatabliflh  a  claim  against  the  defendant,  is  equivalent  to  say- 
ing that  the  plaintiff  had  no  cause  of  action,  and  is  final  and  con- 
clusive/ where  it  appears  that  the  arbitrators  have  in  all  respects 
pursued  and  kept  within  the  authority  conferred  upon  them  by 
the  submission,  and  the  award  comes  into  question  collaterally,  in 
a  court  of  law  or  equity,  nothing  dehors  the  award  is  in  general 
admissible  in  evidence  for  the  purpose  of  impeaching  it,  or  avoid- 
ing its  force  or  effect.  An  award,  like  a  judgment  of  a  court  of 
concurrent  jurisdiction,  binds  only  parties  and  privies  so  as  to 
€stop  them  from  again  litigating  the  same  subject  matter  which 
was  determined  by  the  award.  Thus,  in  a  suit  to  recover  the 
first  quarterns  rent  on  an  alleged  parol  lease,  the  defendant  denied 
the  lease  and  the  occupation  of  the  premises.  An  arbitration 
was  had,  which  was  agreed  to  be  final,  without  exception  or 
appeal.  The  award  was  for  the  defendant.  In  another  action  for 
the  second  quarter's  rent,  the  award  was  held  a  good  plea  in 
bar  of  that  action.'  Strangers  to  the  award  can  neither  be  bene- 
fited or  prejudiced  by  it. 

§  446.  A  feme  covert  cannot  as  such  bind  herself  or  her  hus- 
band by  an  award,  unless  she  was  acting  as  the  agent  of  her  hus^ 
band,  and  the  right  to  attack  an  award  is  confined  to  parties  and 
privies  ;  strangers  or  third  persons  cannot  impeach  it.*  An  award 
concludes  the  parties  and  those  claiming  under  them,  and  one 
claiming  under  a  party  to  the  award  may  avail  himself  of  it  to 
conclude  the  other  party  and  those  claiming  under  him.*  The 
testimony  of  an  auditor,  referee  or  arbitrator,  to  whom  a  case 
has  been  referred,  is  inadmissible  to  contradictor  modify  it.' 
An  award  is  an  entire  thing,  and  cannot  be  affirmed  in  part  and 
disaffirmed   in   part.    Where   one   accepts  a  benefit  under  an 

>  McDermott  V.  Ins.  Ck).,  8  Serg.  &  *  Penniman  v.  Pat<:hin,  6  Vt.  825. 

B.  604.  *  Shelton  v.   Alcox,  11  ConiL  240. 

•  Bearle  v.  Abbe,  13  Gray,  409;  Wall  »  Packard  v.  Reynolds,  100  Mass. 

V.  Pyfe,  87  Pa.  Bt.  894;  Danziger  v.  168. 
WUliams,  91  Pa.  Bt.  284. 
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award  he  is  estopped  from  denying  its  validity,  and  it  is  immate- 
rial whether  the  award  was  made  under  the  submission  or  not.*^ 

§  447.  Civil  courts  have  no  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  and  will 
not  revise  questions  of  church  discipline.  The  decision  of  one 
of  these  judicatories  is  binding  upon  the  civil  courts  where  such 
questions  arise.  The  mode  of  procedure,  the  question  of  notice, 
and  all  other  matters  of  ecclesiastical  practice  are  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  tribunal  in  which  the  proceedings  are  had.  No 
civil  tribunal  can  revise  its  judgments  nor  determine  its  mode  of 
procedure.'  So,  where  the  highest  tribunal  of  a  church  to  which 
a  question  of  discipline  or  church  law  is  carried  decides  it,  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  according  to  the  usages  of  the  church,  the  decis- 
ion binds  the  civil  courts,  and  they  will  not  review  it.  Thus, 
where  the  proper  tribunal  of  a  church  has  decided  that  certain 
membei*s  of  a  local  church,  under  its  jurisdiction,  have  seceded, 
the  fact  must  be  regarded  as  fixed,  and  it  results  as  a  consequence 
that  they  lose  all  right  to  the  property  of  the  body,  though  they 
constituted  a  majority  of  its  members,  and  in  such  case  the 
remaining  members  retain  its  ownership,  control,  and  manage- 
ment." 


»  Kellogg  V.  U.  8.,  Nott  &  H.  810; 
Snowv.  Walker,  42  Tex.  154;  French 
V.  New,  20  Barb.  481 ;  Viele  v.  R.  R. 
Co.. 20  N.  y.  184;  Danziger  v.  Wil- 
liams, 91  Pa.  St.  234;  Snow  v.  Wal- 
ker. 42  Tex.  154;  Spencer  v.  Dearth, 
43  Vt.  98;  Neal  v.  Field,  ft8  Ga. 
534;  Wright  v. Omnibus  Co.,  2  Q.B.D. 
271;  Grattan  v.  Ins.  Co.,  80  N.  T. 
281. 

» Friends  v.  Friends,  89  Ind.  186; 
Grimes  v.  Harmon,  86  Ind.  198; 
Connitt  v.  Church,  54  N.  Y.  551 ;  Wat- 
kins  V.  Wilcox,  60  N.  T.  654;  Winne- 
brenner  v.  Colder,  43  Pa.  St.  244;  Den 
V.  Bolton,  8  Green  (N,  J.  E.)  822; 
Watson  V.  Jones,  13  Wall.  679;  Harri- 
son V.  Hoyle,  24  Ohio  St.  254;  Chase 
V.  Cheney,  58  111.  609;  Church  v. 
Witherell,  8  Paige,  296;  Lawyer  v. 
Cipperly,  7  Paige,  281 ;  Smith  v.  Nel- 
son, 18  Vt.  511;  Church  y.  Seibert,  8 


Pa.  St.  282;  McGinnis  v.  Watson,  41 
Pa.  St.  9;  Gaflf  v.  Greer,  88  Ind.  181; 
Commonwealth  v.  Green.  4  Whart. 
599;  Society  v.  Pellings,  24  N.  J.  L. 
659;  State  v.  Farris,  45  Mo.  183; 
Robertson  ▼.  Bullions,  9  Barb.  64; 
Gibson  v.  Armstrong,  7  B.  Mon.  481; 
Harmon  v.  Dreher.  1  Speer's  Eq.  87; 
Gable  v.  Miller.  10  Paige,  727;  Shan- 
non  y.  Frost,  8  B.  Mon.  258;  Forbes, 
y.  Eden,  1  S.  &  Ir.  App.  618;  Ackerly 
V.  Parkinson,  8  M.  &  S.  411;  Rex  y. 
Grundon,  1  Cowp.  815;  State  y. 
Congregation,  81  La.  Ann.  205;  Lucas 
y.  Case,  9  Bush,  297;  State  y.  Society. 
15  La.  Ann.  78;  Roeh's  Appeal, 
69  Pa.  St.  462;  S.  C,  8  Am.  R.  275; 
Schnorr'8  Appeal,  67  Pa.  St.  188;  S. 
C,  5  Am.  R.  415;  Sutter  y.  Churches, 
42  Pa.  St.  602;  Watson  y.  Ayery,  2 
Bush,  282. 
>  Gajff  y.  Greer,  88  Ind.  122. 
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The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  a  leading  case, 
'between  two  bodies  of  a  Presbyterian  church,  each  contending 
for  the  possession  of  the  property,  thus  states  the  law :  ^^  In 
this  country  the  full  and  free  right  to  entertain  any  religious 
belief,  to  practice  any  religions  principle,  and  to  teach  any  relig- 
ious doctrine  whicli  does  not  violate  the  laws  of  morality  and 
property,  and  which  does  not  infringe  personal  rights,  is  con- 
ceded to  all.  The  law  knows  no  heresy,  and  is  committed  to  the 
■support  of  no  dogma,  the  establishment  of  no  sect. 

"  The  right  to  organize  volantary  religious  associations,  to 
assist  in  the  expression  and  dissemination  of  any  religious  doc- 
trine, and  to  create  tribunals  for  the  decision  of  controverted 
•questions  of  faith  within  the  association,  and  for  the  ecclesias- 
tical government  of  all  the  individual  members,  congregations 
and  officers  within  the  general  association,  is  unquestioned.  All 
who  unite  themselves  to  such  a  body  do  so  with  an  implied  con- 
sent to  this  government,  and  are  bound  to  submit  to  it. 

'^  But  it  would  be  a  vain  consent,  and  would  lead  to  the  total 
subversion  of  such  religious  bodies,  if  any  one  aggrieved  by  one 
of  their  decisions  could  appeal  to  the  secular  courts  and  have 
them  reversed.  It  is  of  the  essence  of  these  religious  unions, 
and  of  their  right  to  establish  tribunals  for  the  decision  of  ques- 
tions arising  among  themselves,  that  those  decisions  should  be 
binding,  in  all  cases  of  ecclesiastical  cognizance,  snbject  only  to 
such  appeals  as  the  organism  Itself  provides  for." 

'^  In  this  class  of  cases  we  think  the  rule  of  action  which 
should  govern  the  civil  courts,  founded  in  a  broad  and  sound 
view  of  the  relations  of  church  and  state  under  our  system  of 
laws,  and  supported  by  a  preponderating  weight  of  judicial 
authority,  is,  that,  whenever  the  questions  of  discipline,  or  of 
faith,  or  ecclesiastical  rule,  custom,  or  law,  have  been  decided  by 
the  highest  of  these  church  judicatories  to  which  the  matter  has 
been  carried,  the  legal  tribunals  must  accept  such  decisions  as 
final  and  as  binding  on  them,  in  their  application  to  the  case 
before  them."*  In  Kentucky,  the  court  on  a  similar  question, 
said :  ^'  This  court,  having  no  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  can 
not  revise  or  question  ordinary  acts  of  church  discipline  or  excis- 

m 

^  Watson  V.  Jones,  18  Wall.  679. 
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ion.  Our  only  judicial  power  in  the  case  arises  from  the  con- 
flicting claims  of  the  parties  to  the  chnrch  property  and  the  use 
of  it.  *  *  ♦  We  cannot  decide  who  ought  to  be  members  of 
the  churchy  nor  whether  the  excommunicated  have  been  justly 
or  unjustly,  regularly  or  irregularly,  cut  off  from  the  body  of 
the  church."* 

These  general  rules  apply  to  benefit,  charitable,  and  other 
societies,  clubs,  boards  of  trade — and  generally,  all  associations 
who  admit  and  expel  members,  whose  proceedings  are  in  accord- 
ance with  the  power  vested  in  them  by  statute,  and  their  deter- 
minations or  judgments  cannot  be  collaterally  assailed  in  cases^ 
within  their  peculiar  jurisdiction,  provided  they  have  lawful  jur- 
isdiction over  the  parties.* 

§  448.  The  decree  of  every  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  on 
the  point  in  issue  before  it  can  only  be  reviewed  in  the  regular 
course  of  appeal,  and  as  long  as  it  continues  in  force,  the  decree^ 
if  it  be  a  decree  of  a  court  of  peculiar  and  exclusive  jurisdiction 
in  the  case,  is  conclusive  upon  all  other  courts.*  Thus  the  judg- 
ment of  the  n.  S.  Court  of  Claims  from  which  no  appeal  is  taken 
is  as  conclusive  as  a  decision  of  a  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court.*  So 
a  decision  of  a  superior  court  as  to  marshaling  liens  and  distrib- 
uting the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  mortgaged  property  is  conclu- 
sive in  a  probate  court  in  subsequent  proceedings  of  an  assignee 
to  administer  the  trust.'  A  former  judgment  which  is  clearly 
erroneous  in  law,  until  reversed,  binds  the  parties  as  an  estoppel 


>  Shannon  v.  Frost,  8  B.  Mon.  258. 

•  Society  v.  Bacher,  20  Pa.  St.  425; 
Down  v.  Lent.  6  Cal.  04;  Society  v. 
Van  Dyke,  2  Wheat.  809;  Holroyd  v. 
Brcare,  2  B.  &  A.  478 ;  Commonwealth 
V.  Society.  8  W.  &  S.  247;  Common- 
wealth V.  Society,  15  Pa.  St.  251; 
AnacoBta  v.  Murbach,  13  Md.  91; 
Delancy  v.  Nav.  Co.,  1  Hawks,  274; 
Innes  v.  Wylie,  1  C.  &  K.  257;  Reg. 
v.  Company,  10  H.  L.  Cas.  404. 

'Cemetery  Co.  v.  People,  92  HI. 
619;  Parker  v.  Wright,  62  Ind.  898; 
Heroman  v.  Louisiana  Inst.,  84  La. 
Ann.  805;  Billings  v.  Russell,  28  Pft. 


St.  189;  Tompkins  v.  Hyatt,  28  N.  T 
847;  Jones  v.  Enoz,  51  Ala.  867 
Milhous  V.  Arcandi,  51  Ala.  594 
Thornton  y.  Hogan,  63  Mo.  143 
Seymour  v.  Street,  5  Neb.  85 
Grayson  v.  Weddle,  68  Mo.  528 
Montgomery  v.  Johnson,  81  Ark.  74 
Dayton  v.  Mintzer,  22  Minn.  298 
Gelston  v.  Hoyt,  1  John.  Ch.  543 
Allie  V.  Schnitz,  17  Wis.  169;  Goss 
v.  McClaren,  17  Tex.  207. 

*  CGrad/s  Case,  10  Ct  of  aaims, 
84;  S.  C,  22  Wall.  641;  Rassell,  in  le,. 
18  WaU.  664. 

*  Hellebush  y.  Richter,  27  Ohio  St. 
222. 
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upon  every  qnestion  which  it  in  fact  decided,  and  preclndee  them 
from  denying,  in  any  subsequent  action,  either  the  facts  or  the 
law  npon  which  it  proceeded/ 

§  449.  A  person  having  the  choice  of  two  remedies  can  prose- 
cute but  one  of  them  to  judgment.    Thus,  where  a  contract  was 
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a  contract  in  part  and  rescind  it  in  part.  A  party  baWng  an  elec- 
tion to  rescind  a  contract,  mast  rescind  it  wholly,  or  in  no  part ; 
he  cannot  consider  it  void  to  reclaim  his  property  or  the  value 
thereof,  and  at  the  same  time  consider  it  in  force  for  the  purpose 
of  recovering  thereon ;  nor  can  a  contract  be  rescinded  to  one 
party  and  remain  in  force  as  to  the  other.  So  where  a  judgment 
is  recovered  by  the  plaintiff  against  the  defendant,  for  a  breach 
of  contract  in  misappropriating  moneys  entrusted  to  him  to  pur- 
chase goods  for  the  plaintiff,  such  plaintiff  is  estopped  from  claim- 
ing ownership  of  the  goods  purchased,  both  as  against  the  defend- 
ant and  any  subsequent  purchaser ;  and  where  an  action  is  brought 
by  a  subsequent  purchaser  of  the  goods,  against  his  vendee,  for 
the  price  of  the  goods,  such  vendee  is  estopped  from  setting  up 
as  a  defense  that  the  plaintiff  in  the  judgment  is  the  true  owner, 
and  that  he  has  paid  him  the  price  of  the  goods  as  such.'  In  tort 
by  A.  against  B.  and  C,  the  declaration  alleged  that  A. 
employed  C.  tp  buy  goods  for  him,  and  that  C.  sold  them  to  B. 
without  authority,  and  that  B.  and  himself  converted  them  to 
their  own  use.  B.'s  answer  set  up  that  he  bought  them  in  good 
faith  from  C,  who  was  authorized  to  sell  them ;  and  that  they  had 
been  seized  by  A.,  against  whom  B.,  had  recovered  judgment  in 
trover.  In  the  suit  against  himself,  A.  answered  that  the  goods' 
were  bought  with  his  money,  that  B.  never  had  any  title  to  them, 
and  paid  no  money  for  them  in  good  faith,  but  conspired  with 
C,  to  defraud  A.  It  appeared  that  B.'s  suit  was  tried  on  these 
issues,  and  that  judgment  was  rendered  for  B.  Such  judgment 
was  held  a  bar  to  A.'s  action,  so  far  as  B.  was  concerned.* 

§  450.  Where  money  has  been  paid  by  the  party,  either 
plaintiff  or  defendant,  which  is  afterwards  discovered  not  to  be 
due,  or  that  it  has  been  paid  twice,  the  party  making  the  double 
payment  cannot  recover  it  back  in  an  action  for  money  had  and 
received.     In  the  case  of  Mariott  v,  Hampton,*  a  case  cited  per- 

velt,   15  Wend.   100;  Rodermund  v.  western,  &c.  Co.,  68  QtL  614;  Ware 

Clark.  46  N.  T.  854;  Meyer  v.  Clark,  v.  Percival,  61  Me.  394. 

45  N.  Y.  286;  Monette,  Succession  of,  »  Bank    v.    Beale,   24  N.   Y.   473; 

26  La.   Ann.   26;  Wheedon  v.   Lan-  Howell  v.  Earp,  21  Hun,  898;  Caylus 

draux,  26  La.  Ann.  729;  Connihan  v.  v.  R.  R.,  76  N.  Y.  609. 

Thompson,  111  Mass.  270;  Sloan  v.  *  Morse  v.  Elms,  131  Mass.  151. 

Holcomb,  29  Mich.  158;  Ross  v.  South-  »  7  T.  R.  269. 
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Laps  more  than  any  other  on  this  subject,  which  has  been  hereto- 
fore referred  to,  in  illustrating  the  doctrine  of  resac^udioata,  Lord 
Xenjon,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  stated,  ^^  that  after 
money  had  been  paid  under  legal  process,  it  could  not  be  recov- 
ered back  again,  however  anconscientiously  retained.  In  an 
action  for  the  recovery  of  the  money,"  he  said,  '^  I  am  afraid  of 
establishing  soch  a  precedent.  If  this  action  could  be  maintained, 
I  know  not  what  cause  of  action  ever  could  he  at  rest.  After  a 
recovery  by  process  at  law,  there  must  be  an  end  to  litigation, 
otherwise  there  would  be  no  security  for  any  person.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  grant  a  rule  to  show  cause,  lest  it  should  imply  a 
-doubt.  It  would  tend  to  encourage  the  greatest  negligence  if 
we  were  to  open  the  door  to  parties  to  try  their  causes  again, 
because  they  were  not  properly  prepared  the  first  time  with  their 
evidence ;  were  it  so,  every  species  of  evidence  which  was  omit- 
ted by  accident,  to  be  brought  forward  and  used  at  the  trial, 
might  be  made  available  in  a  new  action  to  overhaul  the  former 
judgment,  which  is  too  preposterous  to  be  stated.  Where  there 
is  bona  JldeSy  money  paid  under  compulsion  of  law  cannot  be 
recovered  back  as  money  had  and  received,  and  where  it  is  paid 
with  full  knowledge  of  facts,  though  there  be  no  debt,  still  it 
•cannot  be  recovered  back  in  a  new  suit  founded  on  matter  that 
would  have  been  a  defense  to  a  former  action.^  In  accordance 
with  the  maxim,  ^  Ignorantia  juris  exovsat  neminem  ignorantia 
facti  excusat^^  even  equity  will  not  grant  relief  in  such  a  case.* 


^  Allison's  Case,  L.  R.  9  Ch.  App. 
24;  Heath  v.  Frackelton,  20  Wis.  820; 
De  Cadaval  v.  Collins,  4  A.  &  E.  807; 
Wilson  v,  Cameron,  1  Kerr  (N.  B.) 
542 ;  Phillips  v.  Hunter,  2  H.  Bl.  410; 
Homer  V.  Fish,  1  Pick.  480;  Thacher 
V.  Gkimmon,  12  Mass.  288;  Footman 
V.  Stetson,  82  Me.  17;  Brown  v.  Mc- 
Kinnally,  1  Esp.  277;  Hamlet  v.  Rich- 
ardson, 0  Blng.  844;  Belcher  v.  Mills, 
6  Tyrwh.  715;  Harris  v.  Lloyd.  5  M. 
&  W.  482;  Eist  v.  Atkinson,  2  Camp. 
^;  Gower  v.  Papkin,  2  Stark.  85; 
Enibbs  v.  Hall,  1  Esp.  84;  Skeate  v. 
Beale,   11  A.  &  E.   798;  Fisher   v. 


Samuda,  1  Camp.  109;  De  Medina  v. 
Grove,  10  Q.  B.  152;  Higgins  v.  Scott, 
7  C.  B.  63;  Barber  v.  Pott,  4  Exchq. 
759;  Remfry  v.  Butler,  E.  B.  &  E.  887; 
Holland  v.  Russell,  1  B.  &  S.  424; 
Cave  V.  Mills,  7  H.  &  N.  018;  Shaw 
V.  Pictou,  4B.  &  C.  715;  Skyring  v. 
Greenwood.  4  B.  &  C.  281;  Plait  v. 
Bromage,  24  L.  J.  Exchq.  68;  Bris- 
bane V.  Dacies,  5  Taunt.  148;  Marvin 
V.  Mandell,  125  Mass.  562  ;  Frambers 
V.  Rusk,  2  lU.  App.  409;  Windbrell 
V.  Carroll,  16  Hun,  101;  Carver  v.  U. 
S.,  Ill  U.  S.  609. 
•  Doyle  v.  Reilly,  18  Iowa,  108. 
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If  a  party  pays  a  demand  nnjustlj  made  upon  him,  and  attempted 
to  be  enforced  by  legal  process,  he  cannot  recover  the  money 
back  as  paid  by  compulsion,  unless  there  be  fraud  in  the  party 
enforcing  the  claim ;  and  if  the  party  may  avoid  paying  it  by 
pleading  payment  or  any  other  defense  in  the  action  upon  ^hich 
the  judgment  is  rendered,  he  is  afterwards  estopped  from  recov- 
ering  it  back.  Money  retained  under  the  award  of  a  tribunal 
clothed  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter,  and  from- 
whose  decision  there  is  no  appeal,  is  in  legal  effect  money  paid 
under  a  judgment,  and  cannot  be  recovered  back." 

In  Kentucky,  money  collected  from  a  defendant  through  a 
judgment  procured  by  fraud,  may  be  recovered  back  from  him 
by  an  action  in  equity,  without  vacating  or  otherwise  setting 
aside  the  original  judgment.* 

§  451.  When  process,  either  mesne  or  final,  issues  from  a 
court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter,  such  process 
issues  to  the  sheriff  or  other  proper  officer,  if  fiiesne  as  a  sum- 
mons for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  defendant  into  court,  and 
thus  gaining  jurisdiction  of  the  adversary  parties ;  this  becomes 
the  foundation  of  a  personal  judgment,  if  the  writ  commanded  a 
levy  or  seizure  of  real  or  personal  property ;  this,  with  a  strict 
compliance  with  the  statutory  requirements  for  constructive  or 
service  by  publication,  is  the  foundation  of  a  judgment  in  Trem  ; 
it  is  the  proper  legal  service  of  these  writs  which  gives  a  court 
jurisdiction ;  when  these  writs  are  executed  the  proceedings  of 
the  officer  are  indorsed  thereon  ;  it  is  signed  by  him  in  his  offi- 
cial capacity,  I'eturned  to  the  court  from  whence  it  emanated,  is 
filed,  and  becomes  part  of  the  record  in  the  case,  with  a  similar 
effect  as  the  pleadings  in  the  action.  It  is  not  the  filing  of  a 
petition  or  the  commencement  of  an  action  which  gives  a  court 
jurisdiction  ;  it  is  the  service  of  its  process  in  tlie  statutory 
mode,  and  this  only,  that  can  be  the  basis  of  a  valid  and  conclu- 
sive judgment,  f^ounded  upon  jurisdiction  ;  it  becomes,  therefore, 
essential  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  such  officer's  returq.  There 
has  been  no  little  discussion  by  courts  jE>ro  and  can  on  this  ques- 
tion, and,  in  fact,  many  cases  can  be  found  where  judgments 

>  SUifi  V.  Kelly,  8  Bush,  631;  West  v.  Eirby.  4  J.  J.  Manh.  (M. 
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Lave  been  collaterally  impeached,  withont  any  question  being 
mooted  as  to  the  contradiction  of  snch  a  return. 

§  462.  When  an  officer  returns  a  writ  as  duly  served,  the 
defendant  is  estopped  from  contradicting  such  return  as  against 
third  parties  who  have  acquired  rights  under  the  judgment  of 
the  court.  This  seems  a  somewhat  harsh  doctrine,  but  the 
remedy  of  the  injured  party  is  against  the  officer  for  making  a 
false  return.  In  the  late  case  of  Stork  v.  Michael,  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Michigan,  Judge  Cooley,  in  reviewing  many 
cases,  said :  "  In  a  suit  for  false  return  the  plaintiff  is  at  liberty 
to  show  the  false  return  by  any  evidence  fairly  tending  to  show 
it.  He  may  do  this  by  affidavit,  on  a  motion  in  the  same  suit  to 
set  aside  the  return ;  and  this  is  not  an  uncommon  proceeding 
when  the  truth  of  a  return  is  disputed.^  It  has  also  been  held 
that  the  officer's  return  may  be  contradicted  in  equity  in  a  pro- 
ceeding instituted  to  set  aside  a  judgment  founded  upon  it."  It 
is  also  held  that  the  officer's  return  is  not  conclusive  as  to  the 
facts  stated  therein,  which  he  must  learn  by  inquiry  of  others ; 
as,  for  example,  that  the  person  upon  whom  the  process  was 
served  was  the  incumbent  of  a  certain  corporate  office,  such  as 
that  of  president  of  a  bank.*  In  Missouri  it  is  held  that  a  return 
of  a  writ  in  compliance  with  the  law  is  conclusive  upon  the  • 
parties.  Thus  a  return  of  a  writ  as  served  on  *  O.,  president  of  the 
C.  Savings  Bank,'  is  conclusive  that  O.  was  the  president  at  the 
time  of  service.  The  return  is  conclusive  as  to  service ;  and  a 
defendant  will  not  be  heard  to  deny  it  so  as  to  show  cause  for  a 
review  by  certiorari  instead  of  by  appeal.*  A  person  not  a  party 
or  privy  to  the  proceeding  in  which  the  return  is  made  is  never 
concluded  by  it  from  showing  the  real  fact.*  And  where  suit  is 
brought  upon  a  foreign  judgment,  it  seems  to  be  competent  to 


Chapman  v.  Cummings,  17  N.  J. 
11;  Carr  V.  Bank.  16  Wis.  50;  Bond  v. 
Wilson,  8  Kans.  228;  S.  C,  12  Am. 
Hep.  466. 

•Owens  V.  Ranstead,  22  111.  161; 
Newcomb  v.  Dewey,  27  Iowa,  881; 
Bank  v.  Eldredge,  28  Conn.  556;  Bell 
T.  Williams,  1  Head,  229;  Ridgeway  v. 


Bank,  11  Humph.  528. 

*  St.  John  V.  Bank,  8  Stew.  146; 
Rowe  V.  Table,  &c.  Co.,  10  Cal.  441; 
Wilson  V.  Spring,  &c.Co.,  10  Cal.  445. 
See  Chapman  v.  Cunning,  2  Har.  11; 
Sanfoi-d  v.  Nichols,  14  Conn.  824. 

*  State  V.  O'Neill,  4  Mo.  App.  221. 
>  Nail  v.  Granger,  8  Mich.  450. 
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disprove  jurifidiction  by  showing,  in  contradiction  of  the  officer's 
return,  that  no  service  was  made  upon  the  party  defendant.'^' 

There  are  authorities  in  some  of  the  States,  under  statutory 
and  other  grounds,  where  it  is  held  that  an  officer's  return  may 
be  collaterally  attacked.'  But  the  general  rule,  in  accordance 
with  the  great  preponderance  of  authority,  is :  "An  officer's 
return  of  service  is  conclusive  upon  the  parties  to  the  suit  in 
which  the  process  issues,  when  brought  in  question  in  a  collateral 
fiuit  or  proceeding.  Thus  the  return  of  a  sheriff  to  a  writ  of 
replevin,  in  which  he  certified  that  the  plaintiff  in  the  suit  bad 
not  filed  a  forthcoming  bond,  was  conclusive  upon  the  parties, 
and  would  preclude  any  such  bond  being  set  up."*  This  case  is 
in  entire  accord  with  the  English  authorities,*  and  in  accord  with 
the  great  preponderance  of  authority  in  this  country. 

In  Kew  York  the  doctrine  was  strongly  asserted  in  a  case  in 
which  a  constable  had  served  his  own  process,  which  the  law  of 
that  State  allowed.  "The  constable's  return,"  say  the  court, 
"  is  conclusive  against  the  defendant  in  the  cause  in  which  it  is 
made.  He  cannot  traverse  the  truth  of  it  by  a  plea  in  abatement 
or  otherwise ;  but  if  it  be  false,  the  defendant's  remedy  is  in  an 
action  against  the  constable  for  a  false  return."*  In  Pennsylvania 
it  was  said  in  an  early  case :  "  It  is  a  well-settled  principle, 
applicable  to  every  case,  that  credence  is  to  be  given  to  the 
sheriff^s  return  ;  so  much  so  that  there  can  be  no  averment 
against  it  in  the  same  action.  A  party  can  make  an  averment 
<5on8i8tent  with  the  sheriff's  return,  or  explanatory  of  its  legal 
bearing  and  effect,  where  the  return  is  at  large ;  but  he  cannot 
aver  a  matter  directly  at  variance  with  the  facts  stated  in  the 


'  See  Post,  Ch.  VII.,  Judgment  of 
other  States  and  Foreign  Judgments, 
for  authorities. 

'  Cunningham  v.  Mitchell,  4  Rand. 
189;  Butts  v.  Francis,  4  Conu.  424; 
Watson  V.  Watson,  6  Conn.  834; 
Hutching  v.  Johnson,  12  Conn.  376; 
Smith  V.  Law,  5  Ired.  L.  197;  Joyner 
V.  Miller,  55  Miss.  208;  Abell  v.  Simon, 
49  Md.  818;  Gary  v.  State,  11  Tex. 
App.  527;  Dasher  y.  Dasher,  47  Ga. 


820;  Elder  v.  Cozart,  59  Ga.  199; 
Jones  y.  Commercial  Bank,  6  Miss.  48; 
TidweU  y.  Witherspoon,  18  Fla.  282. 

»  Green  y.  Kindy,  43  Mich.  279. 

♦  Anonymous,  Loff t,  871 ;  Bently  y. 
Hone,  1  Lev.  86;  Flud  y.  Pennington, 
Cro.  Eliz.  872;  Rex  v.  Elkius,  4  Burr. 
2129;  Harrington  y.  Taylor,  15  East, 
378;  Goubot  y.  De  Crouy,  2Dowl.  P. 
C.  86. 

»  Allen  V.  Martin,  10  Wend.  800; 
Boomer  v.  Laine,  10  Wend.  525. 
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retain,  and  contradictory  to  it,  and  sbowino^  it  to  be  false.  If  a 
party  be  injured  by  the  false  return  of  the  sheriff,  the  remedy  is 
by  action  on  the  case  against  the  sheriff  who  makes  it."'  It  has 
also  been  distictly  and  strongly  affirmed  in  Massachttsetts  cases.* 
In  14 ew  Hampshire  it  is  said:  "As  between  the  parties,  the 
return  of  the  sheriff  is  conclusive  npon  all  matters  material  to  be 
returned,  and  cannot  be  contradicted  by  such  parties  or  their 
privies,  or  by  bail,  indorsers  or  others,  whose  rights  or  lia- 
bilities are  dependent  upon  the  suit.  The  remedy  for  false 
return  is  by  suit  against  the  sheriff,  and  not  by  defeating  the 
proceedings  in  which  such  return  is  made."*  To  the  same 
purport  are  the  Kentucky  cases.*  In  Vermont  and  Maine 
the  cases  in  Massachusetts  have  been  followed.*  In  Indiana, 
the  Court  say  :  "  It  must  be  regarded  as  well  settled  in  this 
State,  that  the  truth  of  a  sheriff's  return,  showing  the  service  of 
process,  can  not  be  disputed  by  the  party,  even  upon  a  direct 
application  before  default  to  have  the  return  set  aside  or  cor- 
rected, and  much  less,  in  reason,  after  the  rendition  of  judgment, 
and  by  way  of  collateral  attack,"*  and  so  are  the  decisions  in 
North  Carolina,  Arkansas,  Minnesota  and  Nebraska.^  In  Illinois 
the  English  rule  has  been  recognized,*  though  it  is  said  some 


*  Enowles  y.  Lord,  4  Whart.  600; 
Zion*B  Church  v.  St.  Peter's  Church,  5 
W.  &  8.  215;  Diller  v.  Roberts,  18  S. 
&  R  60;  Paxfion's  Appeal,  49  Pa.  St. 
105. 

*  Slayton  v.  Chester,  4  Mass.  478; 
Bott  ▼.  Bunnells,  11  Mass.  163; 
Win  hell  v.  Stiles,  15  Mass.  280;  Bean 
▼.  Parkc",  17  Maes.  591;  Campbell  v. 
Webster,  15  Gray,  28;  Doolly  v.  Wol- 
cott,  4  Allen.  406. 

» Bolles  V.  Bowen,  45  N.  H.  124; 
Brown  v.  Davis,  9  N.  H.  76;  WendeU 
V,  Mugridge,  19  N.  H.  112;  Angler  v. 
Ash,  26  N.  H.  99;  Messer  v.  Bailey,  81 
N.  H.  9;  Clough  v.  Monroe,  84  ^.  H. 
881. 

*  Trigg  V.  Lewis'  Ex'rs,  8  Litt.  129; 
Smith  ▼.  Hornback,  8  A.  K  Marsh. 
892. 

*  Eastman  y.  Curtis,  4  Vt.    616; 


Swift  V.  Cobb,  10  Vt.  282;  Wood  v. 
Doanc,  20  Vt.  612;  Stratton  v.  Lyons, 
58  Vt.  180;  Gilsou  v.  Parkhurst,  58 
Vt.  884;  Stinson  v.  Snow,  10  Me.  263; 
Fairfield  v.  Paine,  28  Me.  496. 

«  Erugy.  Davis,  85  Ind.  809;  Rowell 
y.  Klein,  44  Ind.  290;  Splahn  v.  Gil- 
lespie, 48  Ind.  897;  Johnson  y.  Patter- 
son,  59  Ind.  287;  Stockton  y.  Stock- 
too,  59  Ind.  574;  Hite  y.  Fisher, 
76  Ind.  281;  Cavagnah  y.  Smith, 
84  Ind.  880;  Clark  y.  Shaw,  79  Ind. 
164;  Freeman  y.  Apple,  99  Pa.  St.  261 ; 
Love  y.  Smith,  4  Yerg.  117;  McBea  v. 
State,  Meigs,  122;  Baxter  y.  Frwin, 
Thomp.  Tenn.  Cas.  175;  State  y. 
O'Neill,  4  Mo.  App.  221. 

''Hunter  y.  Kirk,  4  Hawks,  277; 
Rosa  y.  Ford,  2  Ark.  26;  Tullis  y. 
Brawley,  8  Minn.  277;  Johnson  y. 
Jones,  2  Neb.  126. 

«  Fitzgerald  y.  Kimball,  86  HI.  816. 
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exceptions  are  made  to  it  in  furtherance  of  jnatice  in  that  State.' 
What  the  exceptions  are  is  not  pointed  out  in  that  case ;  but  in  a 
subsequent  case,*  we  have  the  following  statement  as  the  result  of 
prior  decisions :  "  It  is  in  rare  cases  only  that  a  return  of  the  officer 
can  be  contradicted,  except  in  a  direct  proceeding  by  suit  against 
the  officer  for  a  false  return.  In  all  other  cases,  almost  without 
an  exception,  the  return  is  held  to  be  conclusive.  An  exception 
to  the  rule  is,  where  some  other  portion  of  the  record  in  the 
same  case  contradicts  the  return ;  but  it  cannot  be  done  by 
evidence  dehors  the  record."  And  this  is  the  doctrine  announced 
by  elementary  writers,"  and  in  the  additional  cases  cited.^  Kor 
will  the  sheriff  be  allowed  to  contradict  it  after  judgment  has 
been  rendered  on  it/  and  this  is  the  rule  in  regard  to  the  returns 
of  United  States  Marshals.* 


>  Ryan  v.  Lander,  89  111.  554. 

» Hunter  v.  Stoncburner,  92  111.  75, 

*  Sewell  on  Sheriffs,  887;  Atkinson 
on  Sberiffs,  248;  Allen  Sheriffs,  58; 
O Wynne  Sheriffs,  473;  Viner  Ab.  Ret. 
23;  2  Dane  Abridg.  645;  Loft.  372. 

<Bar  v.  Satchwell,  2  Btra.  813; 
Bates  V.  Willard,  10  Met.  80;  Buck- 
master  V.  Applebee,  8  N.  H.  546; 
Bias  V.  Badger,  6  N.  H.  393;  Evans 
V.  Parker,  20  Wend.  622;  Stewart  v. 
Stinger,  41  Mo.  400;  Rivard  v.  Qar- 
dinier,  89  111.  125;  Putnam  y.  Main, 
Z  Wend.  202;  Bank  v.  Doningem,  12 
Ohio,  220;  Egery  v.  Buchanan,  5  Cal. 
53;  Mentz  v.  Hamman,  5  Whart.  150; 
Munroe  v.  Merrill,  6  Gray,  237; 
Wilson  V.  Loring,  7  Mass.  388;  BuU 
V.  Clark,  2  Met.  589;  Stevens  v. 
Bigelow,  12  Mass.  434;  Reeves  v. 
Reeves,  33  Miss.  28;  Castner  v.  Styer, 
23  N.  J.  L.  236;  Eastabrook  v.  Hap- 
good,  10  Mass.  813;  Lawrence  v.  Pond, 
17  Mass.  433;  Smith  v.  Emerson,  48 
Pa.  St.  456;  Polsom  v.  Carli,  5  Minn. 
333;  McDonald  v.  Leewright,  81  Miss. 
29;  State  v.  Clerk,  25  N.  J.  L.  209; 
Carr  y.  Bank,  16  Wis.  50;  Boone  y. 


Lowiy,  9  Mo.  24;  Lathrop  v.  Blake, 
28  N.  H.  46;  Dickinson  y.  Lowell,  85 
N.  H.  9;  Smart  v^  Batchelder,  57  N. 
H.  140;  Hallo  well  v.  Paige,  24  Miss. 
590;  Phillips  v.  Elwell,  14  Ohio  S.  240; 
Castner  v.  Simonds,  1  Minn.  427; 
Eastman  v.  Bennett,  6  Wis.  282; 
Paxton  v.  Steckel,  2  Pa.  93;  Sutton  v. 
Allison,  2  Jones  L.  889;  Shotwell  v. 
Hamblin,  28  Miss.  156;  Gardner  y. 
Hosmer,  6  Mass.  825;  Weld  v.  Bartlett, 
10  Mass.  470;  McGough  v.  WeUing- 
ton.  6  Allen,  505;  Euhlman  v.  Orser, 
5  Duer,  242;  Miller  v.  Moses,  56  Me. 
129;  Whit  taker  v.  Sumner.  7  Pick. 
651 ;  Hamilton  v.  Mat  locks,  5  Blackfd. 
421;  Remington  v.  Henry,  6  Blackfd. 
68;  Smith  v.  Noe,  80  Ind.  117;  Storrs 
V.  Kelsey,  2  Paige,  418;  Cozine  v. 
Walter,  55  N.  Y.  804;  Hill  v.  Grant. 
49  Pa.  St.  200;  Mc Arthur  v.  Pease,  41 
Mo.  400;  Boyd  y.  Murray,  PhiL  (N. 
C.)  Eq.  238;  Wilson  v.  Gannon,  54 
Me.  884;  Edwards  y.  Tipton,  77  N.  C. 
222;  Dunham  v.  Wilfong.  69  Mo. 
855. 

*  Duncan  v.  Gerdine,  59  Miss.  550. 

•MUler  v.  U.  S.,  11    Wall  288; 
Brown  y.  Kennedy,  15  Wall.  591. 
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§  453.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  law  to  uphold  execution  sales, 
were  it  otherwise,  parties  could  not  be  induced  to  purchase. 
And  if,  after  confirmation,  and  the  issuing  of  the  deed,  a  party 
«hould  be  liable  to  have  property,  purchased  in  good  faith,  taken 
from  him  for  the  neglect  or  omission  of  the  officer  making  the 
sale,  there  would  be  no  security  in  titles ;  therefore,  courts  have 
wisely  decided  that  such  irregularities  as  may  have  been  good 
«ause  for  setting  aside  a  sale  before  its  confirmation,  or  before 
the  rights  of  third  parties  have  become  vested,  will  not  be 
allowed  to  vitiate  a  sale  or  deprive  a  party  of  bis  rights.  If  a 
purchaser's  title  were  to  depend  upon  snch  questions  as  the  selec- 
tion of  appraiser,  or  publication  for  a  specified  time,  and  courts 
were  to  permit  evidence  to  be  introduced,  aliunde,  to  show  irreg- 
nlarities  of  this  kind,  in  contradiction  of  an  officer's  return  on 
an  execution,  a  purchaser  would  be  at  the  constant  risk  of  having 
his  title  defeated  by  parol  evidence ;  therefore,  a  return  of  the 
proceedings  of  an  officer  under  an  execution,  as  between  the  par- 
ties to  the  action  and  their  privies,  is  conclusive,  and  cannot  bo 
traversed  ;  nor  can  it  be  collaterally  impeached,  even  if  the  offi- 
<5er  is  shown  to  have  been  guilty  of  fraud  and  collusion.  This 
rule  is  necessary  to  secure  the  rights  of  parties,  and  give  validity 
and  effect  to  the  acts  of  ministerial  officers,  and  giving  parties 
injured  by  such  return  redress  only  in  actions  against  the  officer 
for  false  return.*    Nor  can   an   officer  be   made  to  contradict 


»RoweU  v.  Klein,  44  Ind.  296; 
Hamilton  v.  Matlocks,  6  Blackf.  421; 
Remingtou  v.  Henry,  6  Ind.  68;  Smith 
V.  Noe,  30  Ind.  117;  Storra  v.  Kelsey, 
2  Paige,  418;  Coziae  v.  Walter,  65  N. 
Y.  804;  Egery  v.  Buchanan,  5  Cal. 
56;  Campbftll  v.  Webster,  15  Gray, 
28;  Phillips  v.  El  well,  14  Ohio  8. 
340;  Carr  v.  Commercial  Bank,  16 
Wis.  30 ;  Bolles  v.  Bowcn,  45  N.  H. 
124;  Paxson's  Appeal,  49  Pa.  St.  195; 
Hill  V.Grant.  40  Pa. St.  200;  Mc Arthur 
V.  Pease,  46  Barb.  428;  Ayers  v.  Dup- 
rey,  27  Tex.  693;  Stewart  v.  Strmger, 
41  Mo.  400  ;  Rivard  y.  Gardiner,  89 
111.  125;  Rice  y.  Oroff,  58  Pa.  Bt.  116; 
Boyd  y.  Murray,  Phil.  N.  C.  Eq.  288; 


Susquehanna,&G.Co.  y.  Finney,  58  Pa. 
St.  200;  Allen  y.  Martin,  10  Wend. 
800;  Boomer  v.  Lane,  10  Wend.  525: 
Stimpsony.  Snow,  10  Me.  263;  Hill  %. 
Eling.  6  Ohio,  185;  Case  y.  Redfield, 
7  Wend,  398;  Ins.  Co.  y.  Force,  8 
How.  858;  Barrett  v.  Copeland,  18  Vt. 
67;  Conner  y.  Silver,  26  Tex.  606; 
Smith  v.  Hornback,  8  A.  K.  Marsh. 
892;  Dooley  v.  Woolcott,  4  Allen, 
606;  Wilson  v.  Hurst,  1  Pet.  C.  C. 
441;  Diller  v.  Roberts,  18  S.  &  R.  60; 
Bott  v.  Bumell,  11  Mass.  163;  Wlit- 
taker  v.  Sumner,  7  Pick.  551 ;  Law- 
rence V.  Pond,  17  Mass.  488;  Reeves 
v.  Reeves,  83  Mo.  28;  Tullis  v.  Braw- 
ley,  8  Minn.  277;  Hotchkiss  v.  Hunt» 
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it.*   He  is  boand  by  it,  and  cannot  impeach  it,  being  introsted  hy 
law  with  the  performance  of  a  dnty  of  which  a  record  has  been 


56  Me.  252;  Stiles  ▼.  Kuapp,  2  Ga.  86; 
Policy  V.  Lenox.  4  Allen.  829;  Pol- 
8om  V.  Garli,  5  Minn.  888;  McDonald 
y.  Leewright,  81  Mo.  29;  Rhorer  v. 
Terrill,  4  Minn.  407;  McGough  ▼. 
Wellington,  6  Allen,  505;  Morford  v. 
Tliomas.  1  Ky.  (Dec)  251;  Rollins  ▼. 
Mooers,  25  Me.  192;  Haynes  t.  Wheat. 

9  Ala.  289;  McBee  v.  State,  1  Meigs. 
122;  Sawyer  ▼.  Curtis,  2  Ash.  127; 
Mentz  ▼.  Hanman,  5  Whart.  150; 
Sample  v.  Coulson,  9  W.  &  S.  62; 
Brown  r.  Davis,  9  N.  H.  76;  Zion 
Church  V.  St.  Peter's  Church,  5  W. 
&  S.  215;  Burr  v.  koody,  Wright 
(O.)  449;  Burger  v.  Beckett,  6 
Blackf.  61;  Houser  y.  Hampton,  7 
Ired.  888;  Daniel  ▼.  Justices,  Dudley 
(Ga.)  2;  Wood  v.  Doane,  20  Vt.  612; 
Ringold  v.  Edwards,  7  Ark.  86;  Doe 
v.  IngersoU,  19  Miss.  249;  Humphries 
V.  Lawson,  7  Ark.  841;  Palmer  v. 
Clarke,  2  Dev.  854;  Dodge  V.  Parns- 
worth,  19  Me.  278;  Lotbrop  ▼.  Abbott, 

10  Me.  421;  Holmes  v.  Baldwin,  17 
Me.  891;  Chase  v.  Hazelton,  7  N.  H. 
171;  Tyler  V.  Smith.  8  Met.  599;  Flick 
V.  Troxcll,  7  W.  &  S.  65;  Kicksey  v. 
Bates,  1  Ala.  SjOS;  Shonenberger  v. 
Lemerk,  28  Kan.  55;  Hoffman  v.  Dau- 
ner,  14  Pa.  St.  25;  G rover  v.  Howard, 
81  Me.  546;  Shortwell  v.  Hamblin, 
23  Miss.  156;  Martin  v.  Barney,  20 
Ala.  869;  Slay  ton  v.  Chester,  4  Mass. 
478;  Ester  brook  v.  Hapgood,  10  Mass. 
818;  Bean  v.  Parker,  17  Mass.  591; 
Hawks  V.  Baldwin,  Brayt.  85;  Boston 
V.  Oileston,  11  Mass.  468;  Lewis  v. 
Blair,  1 N.  H.68;  Williams  v.Lownds, 
1  Hall,  579;  Trigg  v.  Lewis,  8  Litt. 
129;  Shottenkirk  v.  Wheeler,  2  Johns. 
C.  R.  275;  Albany  City  Bank  v.  Dorr. 
Walker  Ch.  817;  Goubot  v.  DeCrouy, 
1  C.  &  M.  772;  Stevens  v.  Brown,  8 
Vt.  420;  Bamford  v.  Melville,  17  Me. 


14;  Small  v.  Hodgen,  1  Litt.  16 
Slade  V.  Inhabitants,  4  Mass.  179 
Caldwells  v.  Harlan,  8  Monr.  851 
Boynton  v.  Willard,  «10  Pick.  169 
Whiting  V.  Bradley,  2  K  H.  79;  Ser- 
geant V.  George,  5  Litt.  198;  Mo- 
Connell  v.  Bowdry,  4  Monr.  892; 
Tribble  r.  Frame,  8  Monr.  51;  Alien- 
derv.  Riston,  2  G.  &  S.  86;  Putnam 
V.  Man,  8  Wend.  202;  Sias  v.  Badger, 
6N.  H.  892;  Phillips  v.  Demoss,  14 
111.  410;  Castner  v.  Styer,  23  N.  J.  L. 
286;  Witherell  v.  Goss,  28  Vt,  748; 
'  Angler  v.  Ash,  26  N.  H.  99;  Newton 
V.  State  Bank,  14  Ark.  9;  Fenwick  v. 
Penwiek.  2  W.  Black.  788;  Gardner 
V.  Covey,  1  Gkle,  45;  Carlile  v.  Par- 
kins, 8  Stark.  168;  Anon.  Loft,  871; 
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Knowlton  v.  Ray,  4  Wis.  288;  Clough 
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anan, 5  Cal.  58;  Zimmerman  v.  Mer. 
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Grandy  v.  Macpherson,  7  Jones  L. 
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made,  and  it  imports  absolute  verity.'  If  incorrect,  be  must 
obtain  leave  to  amend.* .  It  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  compe- 
tency of  the  appraisers.'  It  is  conclusive  to  show  that  the  prop* 
erty  belonged  to  the  defendants,*  and  conclusive  that  he  received 
the  amount  of  the  execution,  but  no  evidence  whatever  that  ho 
has  paid  the  money  to  the  party  entitled  thereto/  Even  though 
no  money  was  received  by  him,  as  where  he  takes  a  note,'  if  he 
returns  a  levy  made,  it  is  conclusive  that  he  has  seized  the  prop- 
erty and  taken  it  into  his  possession  ;*  and  his  indorsement 
on  the  execution  of  the  time  of  its  reception,  is  conclusive 
that  it  was  in  his  hands  at  that  time.'  And  this,  whether  the 
return  be  made  by  himself  or  deputy,'  for  in  law  the  oflScer  and 
his  deputy  are  one  and  the  same.     But  they  may  prove  facts 
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deJiora  their  retnrus  not  incoDsistent  therewith/  he  may,  after 
seizure,  show  that  the  goods  were  not  the  debtors.* 

§  454.  While  an  officer  can  not  be  permitted  to  contradict 
his  own  return,  if  he  sells  property  for  a  sum  specified  in  his 
return,  and  does  not  actually  receive  the  money^  but  the  ezecntion 
creditor,  who  is  himself  the  purchaser,  receipts  for  the  whole  or 
part  of  his  bid  as  money,  the  parties  at  the  time  regarding  that 
as  payment,  the  officer  will  be  allowed  to  prove  what  the  facia 
really  were,  in  a  contest  between  himself  and  the  purchaser. 
Especially  will  this  be  the  case  where  the  return  does  not  set 
forth  a  payment  of  money.* 

A  return  by  an  officer  that  has  sold  the  land  taken  in  execu- 
tion, and  received  a  statutory  bond,  is  conclusive  of  the  fact  of 
sale,  the  execution  of  the  bond,  and  who  were  the  purchasers  and 
sureties,  unless  falsified  by  a  judicial  sentence  in  a  proceeding  in 
which  the  officer  was  a  party.*  The  legal  effect  of  a  i-eturn  may 
be  inquired  into.*  A  return  of  an  authorized  officer  has  the 
same  force  and  effect  an  is  given  to  the  return  of  a  known 
officer.* 

§  455.  Courts  are  governed  by  the  officei-'s  return.'  The 
return  of  the  officer  being  a  matter  of  record,  and  being,  there- 
fore, conclusive,  no  other  court,  in  collateral  actions,  can 
inquire  into  the  matters  set  forth  therein.  If  the  return  is 
false,  the  officer  is  answerable  for  it  to  the  proper  party  in  a 
proper  action,  but  its  truth  or  falsity  can  not  be  inquired  into  in 
an  action  between  other  parties.*  Nor  is  a  stranger  permitted  to 
inquire  into  any  defects  in  the  return.* 
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§  456.  A  party  who  is  daly  served  under  process,  and  against 
whom  a  jndgment  has  been  rendered  for  want  of  proper  defense, 
cannot  invoke  the  subsequent  interposition  of  a  court  of  equity 
to  set  aside  a  judgment,  oh  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a  resident 
of  the  state,  and  that  by  fraudulent  misrepresentations  he  had 
been  induced  to  come  within  the  jurisdiction,  so  that  process 
might  be  served  on  him.  The  objection  should  have  been  taken 
by  appearing  in  the  original  suit,  and  moving  to  set  aside  the 
service  of  process,  as  procured  by  fraud.'  Or  the  action  should 
be  dismissed  even  after  a  general  appearance.*  This  principle 
is  sound  and  salutary  and  there  can  be  no  question  but  what  a 
court  of  justice  would  set  such  service  aside.  Yet  the  rule  in 
other  states  is  that  when  a  party  by  some  act  or  declaration  out 
of  the  record,  lulls  his  opponent  into  a  false  security,  or  by  any 
other  means  deceives  .him,  and  thereby  obtains  a  judgment  or 
decree  to  his  prejudice,  the  judgment  or  decree  thus  obtained  is 
fraudulent  and  may  be  impeached  upon  that  ground.* 

While  in  Iowa  it  is  held,  that  a  judgment  obtained  by  fraud  ' 
in  bringing  the  person  of  the  defendant  within  the  jurisdiction  is 
invalid ;  and  the  defendant,  having  failed  to  appear  in  the 
original  action,  may  plead  the  facts  showing  the  fraud  in  a  sub- 
sequent action  on  the  jndgment,  commenced  in  the  jurisdiction 
where  he  resides.* 

The  court  say  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  the  defendant  to 
seek  a  foreign  jurisdiction  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  his  rights, 
and  that  he  is  entitled  to  be  protected  in  the  State  of  his 
residence,  and  that  such  judgment  will  be  absolutely  void  in 
such  State,  whatever  effect  it  may  have  where  rendered.  While 
there  is  reason  in  this  doctrine  there  is  much  more  in  the  doctrine 

20  Mo.  447;  McFee  v.  Harris,  25 Pa.  St.  v.  Ins.  Co.,  97  Pa.  St.  15;  Allison  ▼. 
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that  the  defendant  shonid  plead  the  fraad  as  a  defense  in  the 
original  action,  for  the  reason,  that  unless  snch  fraud  is  made  to 
appear,  no  court  in  the  civilized  world  could,  of  its  own  knowl- 
edge, know  whether  any  fraud  has  been  perpetrated  where  the 
record  shows  personal  service  on  the  defendant.  Then  it  may  be 
an  afterthought  of  the  defendants  in  the  State  where  such  judg- 
ment is  sought  to  be  enforced  to  set  up  this  plea.  If  a  party  can 
defeat  a  recovery  by  a  valid  defense  atid  does  not,  he  should 
suffer  the  consequences  of  his  own  neglect,  and  the  laches  of 
such  party  should,  upon  principle,  be  held  to  a  perfectly  consciable 
bar  or  estoppel  against  such  attacks  upon  judgments.  If  the 
party  is  lured  iiito  another  jurisdiction  and  there  sued,  is  not  a 
court  without  notice  of  such  fraud  lured  into  the  rendition  of  a 
judgment  against  him  ? 

The  doctrine  that  he  who  has  a  valid  defense  to  an  actioa 
but  fails  to  make  it,  is  concluded  by  the  judgment,  can  be  no 
*  more  appropriately  applied  than  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  If  a 
party  can  successfully  defeat  an  action  on  such  a  judgment,  he 
can  certainly  prevent  the  original  judgment  from  being  rendered 
and  thus  prevent  a  court  from  being  imposed  upon.  It  is  upon  this 
ground  that  we  think  the  doctrine  first  stated  is  correct.  If  the 
Iowa  rule  is  correct  and  a  defendant  is  allowed  to  evade  a  judg- 
ment by  impeaching  it  for  fraud,  when  snch  fraud  is  a  good 
ground  for  a  motion  to  quash,  or  suspend  the  proceedings,  it  is 
oflFering  a  direct  premium  for  negligence  and  delaying  to  resort 
to  the  mode  pointed  out  by  law  for  correcting  sucli  matters,  and 
virtually  establishes  a  reward  to  a  party  who  waives  his  rights 
by  confessing,  or  allowing  judgment  to  be  taken  against  him  as 
confessed.  If  this  principle  is  sound  then  it  is  more  advantageous 
to  allow  a  judgment  to  be  taken  by  default  than  to  contest  the 
matter  and  set  up  every  available  defense/ 

§  45Y.  Except  in  special  cases  the  plea  of  re%  adjvdicata 
applies,  not  only  to  points  upon  which  the  court  was  actually 
required  to  form  an  opinion  and  pronounce  judgment,  but  to 
every  point  which  properly  belonged  to  the  subject  of  the  allega- 
tion, and  which  the  parties,  exercising  reasonable  dilligence, 
might  have  brought  forward  at  the  time.    It  applies  to  every 
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objection  urged  in  a  second  suit,  when  the  objection  was  open  to 
the  party  within  the  legitimate  scope  of  the  pleadings  of  the 
former  one  and  might  have  been  presented  in  it.'  Thus  a  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  a  bondholder  upon  certain  municipal  bonds, 
part  of  a  large  issue,  against  the  town  issuing  them,  is  conclusive 
on  a  question  of  the  validity  of  the  issue  on  a  suit  brought  by  the 
same  creditor  against  the  same  town  on  other  bonds ;  another 
part  of  the  same  issue,  the  parties  being  identical,  and  all  the 
objections  taken  by  the  town  in  the  second  having  been  open  to 
be  taken  by  it  in  the  former  one.*  Where  the  parties  and  the 
cause  of  action  are  the  same,  the  prima  f(ioie  presumption  is  that 
the  questions  presented  for  decision  were  the  same,  unless  it 
tippears  that  the  merits  of  the  controversy  were  not  involved  in 
■  the  issue.  The  rule  in  such  a  case  being,  that  where  every  objec- 
tion urged  in  the  second  suit  was  open  to  the  party,  within  the 
legitimate  scope  of  the  pleadings,  in  the  first  suit  and  might  have 
been  presented  in  that  trial,  the  matter  must  be  considered  as 
having  passed  in  rem  jt^ioatumy  and  the  former  jadgment  in 
such  a  case  is  conclusive  between  the  parties.*  In  a  late  case  it 
was  held  that  where  bonds  were  void  as  against  the  county,  in 
the  hands  of  parties  who  did  not  acquire  them  for  value  before 
maturity,  a  judgment  on  the  interest  coupons  against  the  plaintiff, 
where  he  omitted  to  prove  that  he  acquired  them  for  value 
hefore  maturity,  did  not  estop  him  in  a  subsequent  action  on 
-other  bonds  and  coupons  of  the  same  issue  as  those  in  the  orig- 
inal action,  from  showing  that  he  acquired  such  other  bonds  and 
coupons  before  maturity,  and  thus  recovering  a  judgment  against 
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the  county.*     So  wli^ro  under  a  clause  of  re-entry  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent  reserved,  a  landlord  Bues  in  ejectment,  in  a  State  in 
which  the  judgment  has  the  same  conclusiveness,  as  common  law 
judgments  in  other  cases,  for  a  recovery  of  his  estate  a  verdict  ia 
found  for  him ;  and  judgment  given  accordingly,  the  tenant  can- 
not in  another  proceeding,  deny  the  validity  of  the  lease,  nor  his. 
possession,  nor  his  obligation  to  pay  the  rents  reserved,  nor  that 
the  installment  of  rent  demanded  was  due  and  unpaid.'  So  where 
a  judgment  has  been  rendered  against  a  principal  and  his  secur- 
ity in  a  bond,  and  the  security  sues  the  principal,  after  satisfying* 
the  judgment,  for  money  paid  to  his  use,  the  principal  is  estopped 
from  alleging  illegality  or  want  of  consideration  in  the  bond» 
The  bond  being  merged  in  the  judgment  the  proper  place  ta 
make  that  defense  was  on  the  former  suit.'    So  where  the  par- 
ties to  an  equity  case  and  two  ejectment  suits  agreed  that  the 
court  should  frame  an  issue  to  supersede  and  take  the  place  of 
the  ejectment  suits,  the  determination  of  the  issue  to  decide  the- 
facts  raised  by  the  bill  in  equity,  as  to  the  title  of  certain  lease- 
holds, and  the  costs  of  the  suit  in  equity  to  follow  the  verdict  on 
the  issues.     The  submission  is  binding  on  the  parties,  and  the 
verdict  was  conclusive.*  So  where  the  parties,  by  stipulation,  sub- 
mitted their  action  to  the  court  in  vacation,  agreeing  that  judg- 
ment might  be  rendered  nunc  pro  tunOy  a  hearing  was  had  and 
judgment  rendered  accordingly.     It  was  held  final,  subject  only^ 
to  appeal.*     So  where  in  a  former  action  the  plaintiff  demanded 
that  the  title  to  certain  lands  be  quieted  in  him,  or,  if  the  defend- 
ant should  be  found  to  have  the  better  title,  that  plaintiff  should 
be  reimbursed  by  defendant  for  taxes  paid  by  plaintiff  on  the 
land,  and  (by  agreement  of  parties,  these  propositions  were  spe- 
cially submitted  to  the  court)  the  court  entered  a  decree  dismissing 
plaintiff^s  bill  as  to>  the  lands  /  field  a  dismissal  and  adjudication 


»  Cromwell  ▼.  County  of  Sac,  94  U.  Love  ▼.  Waltz,  7  Cal.  260;  Tysen  v. 

8.  851;  Davis  v.  Brown,  M  U.  8.  423;  Tompkins,  10  Daly.  244. 

Russell  V.  Place.  »4  U.  8.  SOS;  Cam-  *  Pitts  v.  Fugate's  Adm're,  41  Mo. 

bell  V.   Rankin.  99  U.  S.  261;  Smith  405;    Arnold  v.  Kyle.  8  Baxt.   819; 

V.  Ontario.  4  F.  R.  386.  Bank  v.  Pleshman,  22  W.  Va.  817. 

•  Morris   v.   Howell,  35   Mo.   467;  *  Long's  Appeal,  92  Pa.  St.  171. 

Heichen  v.  Hamilton,  9  Greene,  (la.)  *  Pease   ▼.    Roberts,    9    111.    Appi 

317;  Sheets  v.    Selden,  7  Wall.  416;  132. 
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of  both  claims  made  by  the  plaintiflE/  So  where,  in  an  action 
against  a  railroad  company  the  parties  agree  to  submit  the  case  to 
a  jury  to  find  the  full  amount  of  the  damages  past,  present  and 
fntnre,  and  agreed  that  no  future  actions  should  be  brought  after 
the  rendition  of  the  verdict  and  judgment,  the  judgment  is  a  bar 
to  any  future  action  brought  by  the  party  making  the  agree- 
ment ;  for  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  whatever  injuries  were  proven, 
were  of  the  character  the  parties  had  in  view  when  they  stip- 
ulated that  no  further  action  should  be  brought.*  So  a  judgment 
recovered  in  an  action,  wherein  the  plaintiff  claimed  damages 
generally,  for  the  building  of  an  embankment  and  diverting  the 
water  from  his  land,  bars  all  future  actions  for  damages  for  such 
diversion,  although  the  jury  were  instructed  not  to  take  into 
account  any  permanent  injury  to  the  land,  as  the  plaintiff  might 
institute  other  suits  for  damages  sustained  subsequent  to  the 
commencement  of  that  action.*  So  where  an  action  is  brought 
against  a  city  for  its  neglect  to  do  a  public  duty  imposed  upon  it 
by  law,  the  declaration  going  upon  its  neglect  to  do  the  thing  at 
all ;  a  judgment  that  it  was  not  bound  to  do  the  thing  at  all,  may 
be  used  as  an  estoppel  in  another  suit,  where  the  allegation  is, 
that  being  bound,  it  entered  upon  its  duty,  but  never  finished  the 
work,  by  which  neglect  to  finish,  the  injury  occurred.* 

§  458.  A  judgment  to  be  effectual  and  binding,  as  an  estoppel, 
must  show  that  the  subject  matter  has  been  passed  on  and  adju- 
dicated, and  binds  parties  and  privies,  and  it  must  be  based  on 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  person  or  of  the  subject  matter.  If  either 
are  wanting,  the  whole  proceedings  are  coram  non  judice^  and 
may  be  questioned  in  either  a  direct  or  collateral  proceeding ; 
the  decree  in  such  a  case  being  void,  all  acts  under  it  are  void, 
and  all  rights  flowing  from  it  are  of  the  same  character.'  But 
when  jurisdiction  is  shown,  it  is  conclusive,  not  only  as  to  matters 
actually  determined,  but  as  to  every  other  thing  then  within  the 


>  Goodenow  v.  Litchfield,  69  Iowa,  •  Stodghill  v.  R.  R.,  53  Iowa,  341. 

326.  *  Goodrich    v.    Chicago,    5    WalL 

•  R.  R  v.  Allen,  89  HI.  205;  Henry  566. 

T.  Archer,  1  BaU.  Ch.  585.  <  Campbell  v.  McCahan,  41  III.  46. 
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knowledge  of  the  complainant  in  the  suit  which  might  have  beea 
set  np  as  a  ground  for  relief,  and  litigated  in  the  first  sait.' 

§  459.  A  question  that  is  pending  in  one  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction  cannot  be  raised  and  agitated  in  another,  by  adding 
and  raising  a  new  question  with  the  old  one  as  to  the  former 
])arty.  The  old  one  is  in  the  hands  of  the  court  firjst  possessed 
of  it,  and  is  to  be  decided  by  such  court  ;*  and  where  a  matter 
is  directly  in  issue  and  adjudged  in  a  court  of  common  law,  that 
judgment  may  be  set  up  as  an  estoppel  in  a  court  of  admiralty.' 
(The  doctrine  of  conclusiveness  of  judgments  is  that  they  are 
conclusive  between  the  same  parties  in  a  subsequent  proceeding 
upon  the  same  matter  ;  and  not  only  as  to  matters  actually  deter- 
mined, but  as  to  every  other  thing  tiien  within  the  knowledge  of 
the  complainant  in  the  suit,  which  might  have  then  been  set  up 
as  a  ground  for  relief  and  litigated  in  the  first  suit  ]*  and  this 
seems  to  be  the  only  method  of  putting  in  practice  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  Interest  reipublicm  ut  sit  finis  litium.)  This 
is  the  gcnenil  rule,  and  it  seems  to  be  supported  by  the  weight 
of  authorities.  The  old  rule,  that  a  judgment  is  conclusive 
only  as  to  the  matters  directly  in  issue  in  the  former  suit  has 
been  enlarged 

§  460.  In  a  leading  case*  Chief  Justice  Parker,  citing  many 
authorities,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  regaixl  to 


*  Humiltoii  V.  Qulmby,  46  111.  90 
Danaher    v.   Prentiss,   23    Wis.   811 
Scully   V.  Lowenstein,  56  Miss.  652 
Hemenway  v.   Wood,   53  Iowa,  21 
Hamncr  v.   Griffith.  1  Grant's   Cas 
193;    Foster    v,    Evans,   51    Mo.  39 
Thompson  v.   McKay,   41   Civl.   221 
Woodin  V.  Clemence,  32  Iowa,  280 
Jordan  v.  Van  Epps,  85  N.  Y.  427 
Blood  good  V.   Grasey,   31   Ala.   575 
Riiegger  v.  R  R.,  103  111.  449;  Davis 
v.  Mayor,  93  N.  Y.  250;  Montgomery 
v.  Harrington,  68  Cal.  270;  Preble  v. 
Supervisors,  8  Biss.  858;  Buck  v.  Col- 
lins,  69  Me.   445;  Tredway   v.   Mo- 
Donnld,  61   Iowa,  668;    Dfregre   v. 
Devegt^,  f^  La.  AnxL  689;  Lewis  r. 


Boston,  180  Maas.  389;  Randolph  y. 
Little.  62  Ala.  896;  McWilliams  v. 
Morrell,  23  Hun,  163;  R.  R  Co.  v. 
Schutte.  103  U.  S.  118;  Thompsoa 
v.  Blanchard,  2  Lea,  528:  Barrett 
V.  Failing,  8  Oreg.  152;  Thompaoa  v. 
Myrick,  24  Minn.  4. 

«  Memphis  v.  Dean,  8  Wall.  64. 

»  Goodrich  V.  City,  6  Wall.  566. 

*  Hamilton  v.  Quimby,  46  111.  90; 
Danaher  v.Prenti88,22  Wi8.311;  John- 
son V.  Johnson.  30  III.  215;  Allie  y. 
Schnitz,  17  Wis.  169;  Rodgers  t.  Higw 
gins,  57  111.  244;  Rugger  v.  R  R  Co., 
lt)8  111  449;  Davis  v.  Mayor,  93  N.  Y. 
260. 

•  King  ▼.  Chasp,  15  N.  H.  18. 
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the  qaeetion  of  what  is  the  matter  ia  issae,  said :  "  A  verdict  and 
judgment  between  third  parties  may  be  ofiered.  in  evidence  by 
way  of  inducement^  or  to  estt^Iish  a  collateral  faot.  In  those 
cases  it  is  only  by  way  of  proof  of  the  fact  tjded  or  foand.  And 
if  that  matter  does  not  appear,  by  reason  of  the  generality  of  the 
pleadings,  it  may  be  made  certain  by  evidence  aliimde.^  When 
thns  offered  it  is  nsnally  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact  estab- 
lished by  it,  and  no  more.'  A  verdict  and  judgment  may  be 
used  as  evidence  between  the  same  parties  and  their  privies,  as  a 
bar,  in  another  action  for  the  same  cause.  The  matter  may  be 
pleaded  if  there  be  an  opportunity  to  plead  it.  When  thus 
pleaded  it  is  conclusive-  * 

''  And  where  there  is  no  opportunity  to  plead  the  judgment  in 
bar,  it  may  be  given  in  evidence,  and  is  equally  conclusive  of  the 
matter  which  is  established  by  it.' 

''  There  are  cases  which  hold  that  it  may  be  evidence  between 
the  parties  when  offered  as  a  bar,  but  not  conclusive  evidence/ 
But  this  cannot  be  supported  upon  principle.  The  operation  of 
such  a  rule  would  be  to  authorize  the  introduction  of  the  verdict 
of  one  jury  in  evidence,,  not  to  show  that  the  matter  in  question 
had  been  tried  and  settled,  but  to  influence  the  minds  of  a  jury 
having  a  similar  question  before  them,  to  fiud  the  fact  in  the 
same  way  that  the  former  jury  found  it — upon  the  faith  that  the 
first  jury  were  capable,  and  duly  investigated  the  subject  upon 
competent  proofs,  and  therefore,  probably  found  the  fact  cor- 
rectly. It  is  quite  evident  that  the  weight  to  be  given  to  it  in 
that  view  is  entirely  uncertain.  In  order  to  understand  its  true 
value,  and  the  weight  which  ought  to  be  given  to  it  in  establish- 
ing the  matter  in  question  and  upon  trial,  that  it  may  appear  how 
distinctly  the  proofs  and  arguments  were  laid  before  them,  the 
proofs  themselves,  and  the  arguments  used  on  the  former  trial, 
49bould  also  be  shown ;  for  otherwise  the  second  jury  could  not 
know  whether  the  case  was  fully  considered.  And  to  all  these 
there  should  be  added  a  statement  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  former  jury  proceeded  in  making  up  their  verdict. 

''It  is  only  upon  evidence  of  this  character  that  the  jury  to 

>  Parker's  Admr.  v.  Tbon4>8on,  8        *  Dame  t.    Wingate,    12  N.    H. 
Pick.  B.  429.  281. 

*  1  Stark.  Ev.  188-187.  «  Eixmersley  v.  Orp«,  d  Doug.  517. 
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whose  consideration  the  verdict  and  judgment  are  offered  as  ar 
matter  of  evidence  which  should  have  some  influence  in  deter- 
mining the  disputed  fact,  can  have  any  reasonable  idea  how  much 
weight  they  ought  to  attach  to  it.  But  this  evidence  they  cannot 
have. 

§  461.  ^^If  a  verdict  and  judgment  are  admitted  as  evidence 
of  any  matter  tried  and  found,  they  furnish  evidence  that  it  haa 
passed  in  rem  jvdicaium.  If  so,  that  is  a  mere  matter  to  influ- 
ence a  jury,  or  not,  according  as  opinion,  whim,  or  caprice,  or 
even  as  a  sound  judgment  respecting  the  competency  of  the  for- 
mer jury  to  judge,  may  dictate.  "As  a  mere  fact,  it  has  no  bear- 
ing upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  in  connection  with  other  evidence 
of  facts,  to  show  the  truth  of  the  matter  previously  found ;  be- 
cause it  is  not  a  fact  which  occurred  in  connection  with  such  other 
facts,  but  it  is  of  itself  a  conclusion,  or  results  from  the  consider- 
ation, or  trial,  or  admission,  of  such  other  facts,  or  some  of  them. 

"  As  evidence  to  show  that  the  matter  in  controversy  between 
the  parties  has  been  considered,  settled  and  passed  into  judgment 
it  is  conclusive. 

"  And  here  again,  if,  from  the  general  nature  of  the  pleadings^ 
the  matter  which  has  been  tried  does  not  appear  upon  the  face  of 
the  record,  it  may  be  shown  by  other  evidence. 

"  But  the  judgment  is  thus  conclusive  only  upon  the  matter 
which  was  directly  in  issue  upon  the  former  trial ;  and  the  ques- 
tion arises,  what  is  to  be  understood  by  the  '  matter  in  issue  I* 
The  difficulty  lies  in  its  application,  in  determining  what  i& 
meant  by  a  judgment  directly  upon  the  point.* 

"Any  fact  attempted  to  be  established  by  evidence,  and  con- 
troverted by  the  adverse  party,  may  be  said  to  be  in  issue,  in  one 
seuse.  As,  for  instance,  in  an  action  for  trespass,  if  the  defend- 
ant alleges  and  attempts  to  prove  that  he  was  in  another  place 
than  that  where  the  plaintiff's  evidence  would  show  him  to  have 
been  at  a  certain  time,  it  may  be  said  that  this  controverted  fact 

>  1  Stark.    Ev.    190;    Hitchin    ▼.  roll  v.  Hamilton.  80  La.  An.  520:  Le- 

Campbell,  2  Wm.  Black.  827;  Matlett  doux  v.  Burton,  30  La.  An.  576;  Bark- 

V.  Foxcroft,  1  Story's  C.  C.  R.  474;  due  ▼.  Hemig.  80  La.  An.  618;  Logan 

Wadleigh  v.  Veazie,  8  Sumner's  R  v.  Herbert,  80  La.  An.  727;  R  R.  Co. 

165;  Vogel  v.  Breed,  14  111.  App.  588;  v.  Schutte,  108  U.  S.  118;  Richard  v. 

Henry  v.  Davis,  18  W.  Va.  280;  Car-  Jones,  16  Mo.  177. 
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is  a  matter  in  issue  between  the  parties.  This  may  be  tried,  and 
may  be  the  only  matter  pat  in  controversy  by  the  evidence  of  the 
parties. 

'' But  this  is  not  the  matter  in  issue  within  the  meaning  of 
the  rule. 

^^  It  is  that  matter  upon  which  the  plaintiff  proceeds  by  hi» 
action,  and  which  the  defendant  controverts  by  his  pleadings, 
whicli  is  in  issue. 

^^  The  declarations  and  pleadings  may  show  specifically  what 
this  is,  or  they  may  not.  If  they  do  not,  the  party  may  adduco 
other  evidence  to  show  what  was  in  issue,  and  thereby  make  the 
jpleadinff8  cu  if  they  were  special. 

§  462.  '^  But  facts  offered  in  evidence  to  establish  the  matters^ 
in  issue  are  not  themselves  in  issue  within  the  meaning  of  tho 
rule,  although  they  may  be  controverted  on  the  trial.  Deeds 
which  are  merely  offered  in  evidence  are  not  in  issue,  even  if 
their  authenticity  be  denied. 

"  When  a  deed  is  merely  offered  as  evidence  to  show  a  title,, 
whether  in  a  real  or  personal  action,  there  is  no  non  estfactuir^ 
involved  in  the  matters  put  in  issue  by  the  plea  of  nvl  disseisin 
or  not  guilty,  which  makes  the  execution  of  that  deed  a  matter 
in  issue  in  the  case,  notwithstanding  the  jury  may  be  required  to 
pass  upon  the  fact  of  its  execution.  The  verdict  and  judgment 
do  not  establish  that  fact  one  way  or  the  other,  so  that  the  finding 
is  evidence.  The  title  is  in  issue.  The  deed  comes  in  contro- 
versy directly,  in  one  sense ;  that  is,  in  the  course  taken  by  the 
evidence,  it  is  direct  and  essential.  But  in  another  sense  it  is 
incidental  and  collateral.  It  is  not  a  matter  necessary,  of  itself, 
to  the  finding  of  the  issue.     It  may  be  made  so  by  the  parties. 

"  This  may  be  illustrated  by  the  case  before  us.  Laying  out 
of  consideration  the  question  whether  this  is  a  case  between  the 
same  parties,  the  former  action  was  for  taking  certain  oats.  Tho 
matter  in  issue  was  the  title  to  the  oats,  and  the  conversion  by 
the  defendant  in  that  case.  Upon  that  the  jury  passed.  They 
found  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  title,  or  that  the  defendant  did 
not  convert  them,  which  may  be  involved  in  the  first. 

"  It  may  be  shown  by  parol  evidence,  if  necessary,  upon 
which  ground  the  verdict  proceeded,  and  it  appears  in  this  case 
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that  tbej  found  the  plaintiff  bad  no  title.  The  conversion  bj 
the  defendant  in  that  case  was  not.  denied  if  the  plaintiff  had 
title. 

'^  That  matter,  then,  is  settled.  The  verdict  and.  judgment 
may  be  given  in  evidence  in  another  action  for  the  oats  between 
those  parties,  and  is  conclusive..  Sut  that  is  the  extent  of  what 
was  in  issue. 

^^  It  appears  that  the  title  set  up  in  that  case  was  by  a  mort- 
gage. In  finding  that  the  plaintiff  had.  no  title,  the  jury  must 
have  been  of  opinion  that,  tbe  mortage  was  fraudulent.  It  is 
contended  that  this  was  in  issue,  and  the  only  matter  in  issue. 

'^  But  this  was  only  a  controversy  about  a  pai*t]cular  matter 
of  evidence  upon  which  the  plaintiff  then  relied  to  show  title.  If 
that  waa  the  only  matter  in  issue,,  the  plaintiff  might  bring 
another  suit  for  those  oats,,  against  the  same  defendant,  and, 
relying  upon  some  other  title  than  that  mortgiage,  try  the  title 
to  the  oata  over  again.  Can  he  do  so  ?  Clearly  not ;  and  the 
reason  is,  that  it  is  his  title  which  has  been  tried,  and  h^  is  con- 
cluded. 

"The  title,  however,  which  has  been  tried,  waa  only  his 
title  to  the  oats. 

'*  The  question  whether  the  mortgage  was  fraudulent  came  up 
only  incidentally,  by  reason  of  his  relying  on  that  as  his  title. 
But  the  mortgage  was  not  the  matter  in  issue.* 

"  And  while  the  finding  is  conclusive  on  the  question  of  his 
title  to  the  oats,  it  is  neither  conclusive  nor  evidence  upon  any- 
thing else,  because  nothing  else  was  in  issue. 

§  463.  '^  It  appeal's  from,  this  that  it  is  important  to  apply 
the  rule  to  what  was  in  issue  in  the  action,  and  not  to  what  was 
merely  incidentally  in  controversy  in  the  evidence." 

'*  It  is  important  for  the  security  of  both  parties.  In  this 
case  there  might  be  no  great  mischief,  if  the  rule  was  held  tp 
apply  to  the  matter  in  evidence,  instead  of  that  in  issue.  The 
controversy  in  the  former  case  seems  to  have  been  simple.  li 
the  parties  were  the  same  the  plaintiff  might  not  complain  of 
injustice,,  if  it  were  held  that  he  is  condudod  by  the  finding  of 
the  former  jury ;  having  once  admitted  the  controversy  raised 

»  Town  T.  Nims,  6  N.  H.  235. 
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"by  the  evidence,  whether  the  mortgage  \ra«  fraudalent  to  a  jury^ 
and  their  verdict  having  shown  that  they  must  have  so  found  it. 
But  the  principle  applicable  here  must  be  applied  in  other  cases^ 
where  the  matters  in  evidence  are  more  complicated,  and  where 
it  would  admit  of  more  doubt  how  the  jufry  regarded  the  evi- 
dence, and  what  facts  tbefy  actnally  found. 

''The  rule  then  Iv^ould  have  to  be  confined  to  what  tlie  jury 
must  necessarily  have  found,  which  Would  still  «hut  out  as  evi- 
dence a  great  mtlny  matters  actually  tried,  and.  as  clearly  found 
as  anything  in  relation  to  this  mortgage ;  or  it  must  in  many 
cases  be  left  to  tbe  testimony  of  the  jurors  what  fadts  they  did 
find,  which,  when  applied  to  all  the  controverted  matters  of  evi- 
dence arising  in  a  oanse,  might  Idad  to  :great  uncertainty  and  con- 
fusion. 

"On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  great  injustice  to  the 
defendant  in  the  former  action  to  hold  that  the  matter  in  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  plaintifE^s  mortgage  was  fraudulent  or  not ; 
that  this  was  tried  in  that  case  and  not  his  title  generally,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  might  commence  another  suit  for  the  oats  and 
set  up  another  title,  because  no  other  title  6xeept  the  mortgage 
title  had  been  tried. 

"  The  title  to  the  property  now  in  question  has  not  been 
tried.  If  the  plaintiff  has  no  title  to  it  but  the  mortgage 
the  defendant  may  show  that  the  mortgage  was  fraudulent 
by  the  same  evidence  by  wliich  that  matter  was  shown 
before.* 

"There  are  cases  which  conflict  to  some  extent  with  the 
principle  we  have  thus  stated  ;  some  of  them  holding  that  in 
order  to  make  a  record  evidence  to  conclude  any  matter,  it  should 
appear  from  the  record  itself  that  the  matter  was  in  issue,  and 
that  evidence  cannot  be  admitted  to  show  that  under  such  a 
record  any  particular  matter  came  in  question;  while  others 
maintain  that  a  former  judgment  may  be  given  in  evidence, 
accompanied  with  such  parol  proof  as  is  necessary  to  show  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  proceeded,  where  such  grounds,  from 
the  form  of  the  issue,  do  not  appear  by  the  record  itself; 
.provided  that  the  matters  alleged  to  have  been  passed  upon  be 

*  Jackson  v.  Wood,  8  Wend.  27;  Wood  v.  Jackson,  in  error,  8  Wend.  9. 
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8Qch  as  might  legitimately  have  been  given  in  evidence  under 
the  issue  joined,  and  snch  that,  when  proved  to  have  been  given 
in  evidence,  it  is  manifest  by  the  verdict  and  judgment  that 
they  must  have  been  directly  and  necessarily  in  question  and 
passed  upon  by  the  jury. 

§  464.  ^'  We  do  not  deem  it  essential  that  the  record  shonld 
of  itself  show  that  the  matter  was  in  issue,  in  oMer  to  make  the 
determination  of  it  conclusive. 

^'  Upon  the  remaning  point  we  are  of  opinion  that  there  is 
suflScient  privity  between  the  sheriff  and  his  deputy,  here,  to 
make  the  judgment  in  the  suit  against  the  deputy  evidence,  if  it 
had  been  upon  the  same  point  now  in  issue.  The  sheriff  is 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  his  deputy  in  attaching  property.  The 
plaintiff  might  have  sued  the  defendant  for  the  act  of  Stebbins 
in  taking  the  oats.  But  he  had  the  right  also  to  sue  Stebbins 
himself,  and  this  he  elected  to  do.  Having  litigated  the  title  to 
the  oats  with  him,  and  failed,  he  ought  to  be  precluded  from 
trying  the  same  matter  in  another  suit  against  the  defendant,  on 
the  ground  that  the  defendant  is  responsible  and  that  he  had  a 
right  of  action  against  him  also.'" 

§  465.  It  is  necessary  that  strict  attention  be  given  so  as  not 
to  confound  matters  which  were  not  determined  with  those 
which  were  adjudicated.  A  fact  is  not  the  less  collateral, 
because  it  forms  a  portion  of  the  thread  of  the  issue,  unless  it 
runs  to  the  final  determination  of  it,  and  is  essential  in  sustain- 
ing the  judgment.  A  recovery  against  A.  and  B.  on  a  note 
indorsed  by  B.  in  the  name  of  A.  &  Co.,  does  not  necessarily 
estop  A.  from  denying  the  existence  of  such  a  firm,  and  that  he 
is  one  of  the  members  of  it  in  a  subsequent  suit.  For  while  this 
is  what  the  note  implies  if  made  with  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sent of  A.  and  is  established  by  the  judgment,  still  the  evidence 
upon  which  the  judgment  was  rendered  may  have  shown  that 
B.  had  a  special  and  limited  authority  which  did  not  extend  to 
any  other  transaction.  If  therefore  the  uncertainty  arising  from 
the  transaction  is  removed  by  evidence  alijinde  that  the  only 
question  in  issue  in  the  former  suit  was  the  question  of  partner- 
ship, and  was  in  fact  the  only  issue  raised  upon  the  former  trial 

>  King  y.  Chase,  16  K.  H.  18. 


Judgments  of  Inferior  Courts. 


559 


hj  the  parties,  and  that  that  was  the  ooly  issue  submitted  to  tho 
X50urt  or  jury,  the  judgment  is  as  conchisive  as  it  is  in  any  other 
case  where  the  record  is  aided  by  extrinsic  evidence.  Even  an 
iigreement  between  the  parties,  that  matters  foreign  to  the 
pleadings  shall  be  given  in  evidence  and  decided  by  the  verdict 
of  a  jury,  will  not  enlarge  the  operation  of  a  judgment  entered 
on  such  verdict  by  way  of  estoppel.* 

§  466.  The  operation  of  a  judgment  as  a  merger  of  the  cause 
of  action,  has  often  a  more  extensive  effect  than  it  has  as  an 
^estoppel,  and  is  conclusive  upon  all  as  extinguishing  the  original 
demand  or  cause  of  action  in  the  new  obligation  or  contract 
created  by  the  judgment.'  When  final  judgment  is  rendered 
by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  an  action  on  a  promissory 
note  against  the  maker,  such  not^  becomes  merged  in  the  judg- 
ment, and  no  action  can  thereafter  be  maintained  upon  such  note 
against  the  maker.  And  as  no  judgment  can  be  maintained  upon 
the  note  in  the  State  in  which  the  judgment  was  rendered,  after 


»  Guest  V.  Warren,  9  Exchq.  879; 
Wolf  V.  Washburn,  6  Cow.  262. 

«  Pitta  V.  Fugate,  41  Mo.  405;  King 
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L.  817;  Bank  v.  Hart,  5  Oliio  S.  84; 
Hopkinson  y.  Sbelton,  87  Ala.  803; 
Marshall  y.  Aiken,  25  Vt.  828;  Hogg 
Y.  Charlton.  25  Pa.  St.  200;  Napier  v. 
Gidreil,  Speer  Eq.  215;  Bangor  v. 
Brunswick.  33  Me.  852;  Fogg  v.  San- 
born, 48  Me.  482;  Standifer  y.  Bush, 
15  Miss.  883;  Richardson  y.  Jones,  11 
Mo.  171;  Campbell  v.  May  hew,  15  B. 
Mon.  142;  Hickox  y.  Fay,  36  Barb. 
9;  McGilvray  y.  AYery,  30  Vt.  538; 
CissnaY.  Haines,  18  Ind.  496;  Raw- 
ley  Y.  Hooker.  21  Ind.  144;  Ault  y. 
Zehring,  88  Ind.  429;  Taylor  y.  Bry- 
den,  8  Johns.  173;  Andrews  y.  Mont- 
^mery,  19  Johns.  162;  Boston,  &c. 
Co.  V.  Holt,  14  Vt.  92;  Clark  v.  Row- 


ling, 8  N.  Y.  216;  Colt  Estates,  4  W. 
&  S.  814;  Tinkum  y.  O'Neal,  5  NeY. 
98;  Robertson  y.  Smith,  18  Johns. 
459;  Ward  y.  Johnson,  18  Mass.  148; 
Waun  V.  McNulty,  7  111.  359;  Smith 
Y.  Black,  9  S.  &  R.  142;  Gibbs  y. 
Bryant,  1  Pick.  118;  Lewis  y.  Wil- 
liams, 6  Whan.  264;  Anderson  y. 
Loan,  1  W.  &  S.  834;  Willings  y. 
Consequa,  1  Pet.  C.  C.  803;  Cooksey 
Y.  R.  R.,  74  Mo.  477;  Knapp  y.  Lee, 
42  Mich.  41;  Boynton  y.  Ball.  105  111. 
680;  Holbrook  v.  Foss,  27  Me.  441; 
Pike  Y.  McDonald.  82  Me.  418;  Samp- 
son Y.  Clark,  2Cush.  173;  Kellogg  v. 
Schuyler,  2  Den.  78;  Faxon  y.  Bax- 
ter, 11  Cush.  85;  Carriugton  y.  Hali- 
bird,  17  Conn.  580;  Gallison,  in  re,  ^ 
2  LoweU,  74;  Fisher  y.  Foss,  80  Me. 
459;  Woodbury  y.  Perkins,  5  Cush. 
86;  Walcolt  y.  Hodge,  15  Gray,  547; 
Ellis  Y.Horn.28Me.885;  Uran  Y.Howd- 
lette,  36  Me.  15;  EwingY.  Peck,  17 
Ala.  841;  Medbury  y.  Swan,  46  N.  Y. 
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its  merger  on  action  can  be  maintained  in  any  other  State,  tbe 
judgment  having  the  same  conclusive  effect  in  every  State  in  the 
Union.'  So,  where  a  plaintiff  had  judgment  on  two  notes,  and 
the  clerk,  in  making  up  judgment,  accidentally  omitted  one  of 
them  ;  plaintiff  then  flurreptitiously  withdrew  it  from  conrt,'and 
assigned  it  to  a  third  party,  who  sued  upon  it;  defendant  set  up 
the  judgment,  and  it  was  held  a  good  bar.*  Thus,  where  a  party 
brings  suit  on  a  note,  secured  by  a  vendor's  lien,  and  judgment 
by  default  is  rendered  for  the  amount  of  the  note  without  any 
reference  to  the  land,  and  the  plaintiff  exhausts  his  remedies  bj 
execution  and  supplementary  proceedings,  he  can  not  then  obtain 
a  decree  enforcing  his  lien ;  if  he  does  it  is  aora/m  nan  judioe  / 
the  £rst  judgment  terminates  the  action.*  But  a  mechanic's  liea 
is  not  merged  or  destroyed  by  a  judgment  against  the  party 
personally  liable.*  But  an  acceptance  of  an  offer  for  judgment 
merges  all  claims  that  might  have  been  litigated.* 

§  467.  The  judgment  of  a  court  of  record  merges  or  extin- 
guishes the  cause  of  action  on  which  it  is  founded.  '^'  If  there 
be  a  breach  of  contract  or  wrong  done,  or  any  other  cause  of 
action  by  one  against  another,  and  judgment  be  recovered  in  a 
court  of  record,  the  judgment  is  a  bar  to  the  original  cause  of 
action,  because  it  is  thereby  reduced  to  a  certainty,  and  the  object 
of  the  suit  attained,  so  far  as  it  can  be  at  that  stage,  and  it  would 
be  useless  and  vexatious  to  subject  the  defendant  to  another  suit 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  same  result ;  hence,  the  legal 
maxim,  *  transit  in  rem  judicwtomi^  the  cause  of  action  is  changed 
into  matter  of  record,  which  is  of  a  higher  nature,  and  the  infe- 
rior remedy  is  merged  in  the  higher,"*  provided  the  cause  of 


*  Wyman  v.  Cockrane,  85  111.  154; 
Ries  V.  Rowland,  11  F.  R.  657;  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Jones,  8  F.  R.  303;  Blake  v. 
Downey,  51  Mo.  437;  Richardson  v. 
Aiken,  84  111.  221;  ElUott  v.  Wood- 
ward, 18  Ind.183;  Hanscom  v.Hewes, 
12  Gray,  334;  Ohio  v.  Gallagher,  93 
TJ.  S.  206;  Hagg  v.  Charlton,  26  Pa. 
8t.  202. 

•  Smith  V.  Mullins,3  Met.  (Ky.)  182. 
»  Kittredge  v.  Stevens,  16  Cal.  381. 


*  Germania  Ass.  v.  Wagner,  61  Cal.. 
349. 

5  Daviee  v.  Mayor,  93  N.   Y.  250; 
Robinson  v.  Marks,  19  Hun,  325. 
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Siddall  V.  Radcliffe,  1  C.  &  M.  490 
Buckland  v.  Johnson,  15  C.  B.  163 
Todd  V.  Stewart,  9  Q.  B.  759;  Austin 
V.   Mills,   9  Exchq.  288;  Hitchen  v. 
Campbell,   3   Wils.   308;    Stewart  v. 
Todd,  16  L.  J.  Q.  B.  327;  Higgins,  in 
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action  in  the  two  Buits  is  identical.'  If  another  action  is  brought 
for  the  same  canse,  the  judgment  already  recovered  against  the 
defendant  raay  be  pleaded  in  bar  in  the  second  action.'  Hence, 
also,  the  judgment  operates  in  estoppel,  that  is,  is  conclusive 
between  the  parties  upon  the  merits  of  the  case  adjudicated 
upon ;  which  thereby  becomes  res  a^fudicatay  and  cannot  be 
again  litigated  between  the  same  parties.*  In  an  action  on  a 
judgment  the  defendant  cannot  plead  any  matter  of  defense 
which  he  might  have  pleaded  in  the  original  action,^  as  a  dis- 
charge in  bankruptcy  pending  the  former  action  which  he  then 
had  the  opportunity  of  pleading.'  Nor  can  he  plead  any  matter 
which  forms  a  ground  of  error  in  the  judgment ;  but  he  must 
resort  to  a  writ  of  error.*  Nor  can  he  plead  the  pendency  of  a 
writ  of  error  ;^  for  the  record  can  be  amended  or  set  aside  only 
by  the  court  which  made  it,  or  by  a  court  of  error  upon  sufficient 
grounds,  and  upon  regular  proceedings  being  taken  for  that  pur- 
pose.* But  in  proceedings  in  bankruptcy  against  the  judgment 
debtor,  the  consideration  for  a  judgment  debt  may  be  inquired 
into,  because  the  interests  of  the  other  creditors  are  concerned 
in  the  judgment  being  well  founded.*  Upon  the  same  principle, 
a  judgment  recovered  against  the  plaintiff,  if  given  upon  the 
merits  of  the  case,  is  conclusive  and  operates  in  estoppd  to  pre- 
clude him  from  bringing  another  action  for  the  same  cause."  A 
judgment,  therefore,  in  one  court  is  a  bar  to  an  action  on  the 
same  subject  matter  in  any  other  court." 
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•  Kibble,  in  re,  L.  R.  10  Ch.  873; 
44  L.  J.  B.  63. 
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Thns,  where  two  person^d  actions  are  instituted  between  the 
same  parties,  for  the  same  canse  of  action,  a  recovery  of  jndg- 
ment  in  one  extinguishes  the  right  to  recover  in  the  other.*  The 
Urst  judgment  merges  and  extinguishes  the  cause  of  action. 
The  maxim,  ne?no  debet  his  vexari^  dkc.^  applies  as  well  where  the 
one  action  is  on  a  statutory  remedy  and  the  other  at  common  law. 
A  litigant  having  elected  one,  and  having  recovered  judgment 
tlierein,  is  barred  from  recovering  in  the  other.  He  cannot  sub- 
ject the  defendant  to  double  costs,  as  it  is  against  public  policy.* 
Thus,  a  plea  of  former  recovery  is  good  in  bar  of  an  action, 
commenced  by  attachment  in  the  circuit  court  by  a  landlord 
against  his  tenant,  for  the  recovery  of  rent,  exceeding  in  amount 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  which  avers  that  after 
the  commencement  of  the  suit  {he  plaintiff  brought  an  action 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  recover  $100  for  the  identical 
cause  of  action  ;  that  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  both  appeared 
before  the  justice,  and  thereupon  judgment  was  rendered  in  said 
suit  before  him  for  the  sum  of  $100  and  costs;  and  that  the 
judgment  was  still  of  full  force  and  vigor.*  So,  a  judgment 
against  a  garnishee  cannot  be  again  litigated  by  another  creditor.* 

§  46S.  So  where  a  compromise  was  made  between  the  parties 
pending  a  suit  brought  against  a  municipal  corporation  by  the 
holder  of  bonds,  issued  by  such  corporation,  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  the  collection  of  the  bonds  held  by  him^  by  which  an 
amount  of  recovery  less  than  the  face  of  the  bonds,  and  time  of 
payment  were  agreed  on,  and  afterwards  a  judgment  was  entered 
in  the  cause  pui*suant  to  the  compromise,  and  carrying  its  stip- 
ulations into  execution,  the  effect  of  such  compromise  and  the 
judgment  thereon,  was  to  merge  the  municipal  corporation's  lia- 
bility on   the  bonds  in  the  judgment,    thereby  destroying   the 


>  Brenner  v.  Moyer,  98  Pa.  St.  274. 
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bonds  as  a  eansc  of  action,  and  leaving  the  judgment  as  the  only 
legal  eridence  of  indteMedneas  from  snch  corporation  to  the 
plaintiff  growing  out  of  that  transaction.  And  snch  a  judgment 
18  a  bar  to  any  effoi't  made  to  collect  the  alleged  balance  on  the 
bonds  so  compromised. 

The  effect  of  aa  express  term  of  such  compromise  and  the 
judgment  thereon,  that  the  judgment  rendered  in  pursuance  of 
the  compromise  was  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  bonds  Smd  coupons 
held  by  the-  plaintiff,  was  to  leave  the  parties  as  if  the  plaintiff 
had  never  owned  or  asserted  a  greater  claim  against  the  defend- 
ant, than  shown  by  the  judgment  recovered.' 

Where  a  plaintiff  brings  an  action  against  two  parties  as 
partners  and  recovers  jtidgment  and  after  judgment  discovers  that 
there  are  other  members  of  the  firm,  the  judgment  is  a  bar  to  an 
action  against  the  newly  discovered  partners.*  In  a  late  English 
case,  where  a  defendant  was  jointly  interested  in  a  contract  made 
by  the  plaintiff,  ^ith  the  firm  of  A.  &  Co.,  the  defendant 
recovered  judgment  for  breaches  of  that  contract  against  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  of  A.  &  Co.,  other  than  the  defendant.  The 
firm  subsequently  became  bankrupt,  and  the  plaintiff  proved 
against  their  estate  ;  but,  afterwards  discovering  that  the  defend- 
ant was  jointly  interested  in  the  contract  with  the  finn  of  A.  & 
Co.,  brought  an  action  on  that  contract  against  him.  It  was  held, 
that  the  action  was  riot  maintainable,  as  the  cause  of  action  was 
merged  in  the  judgments  recovered  against  the  other  members  of 
the  firm  of  A.  &  Co.*  In  some  states  there  are  statutory  provis- 
ions allowing  such  actions  to  be  brought. 

§  469.  A  judgment  against  one  of  several  partners,  where 
there  is  a  joint  liability,  merges  the  original  cause  of  action  ;  and 
is  a  bar  to  another  suit  against  the  remaining  parties.*    Thus 
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property  seized  in  admiralty  was  released  to  A.,  as  claimant,  on 
his  filing  a  bond  with  sureties.  After  final  decree  for  forfeiture, 
and  jndgment  on  the  bond,  A.  and  the  sureties  having  become 
insolvent,  suit  was  brought  in  equity  against  B.  and  the  execu* 
tors  of  C,  praying  for  relief,  on  the  ground  that  A.,  B.  and  C. 
were  partners,  having  a  joint  interest  in  the  property,  of  which 
the  complainant  was  ignorant,  when  the  bond  was  given,  and  that 
A.  had  given  the  bond  at  the  request  and  for  tlie  benefit  of  the 
firm,  though  he  had  signed  it  in  his  own  name.  Held,  that  the 
jndgment  against  A.  was  a  bar  to  an  action  against  the  other 
partners,  and  that  the  facts  stated,  in  the  absence  of  fraud,  mis- 
representation, or  mistake,  afforded  no  ground  for  relief  in 
equity.'  So  in  an  action  brought  against  two  or  more  of  the 
makers  of  a  joint  or  joint  and  several  note  or  bond,  without 
including  all,  it  discharges  the  remainder  of  them,  the  obligation 
being  lost  in  the  judgment  that  binds  only  those  parties  against 
whom  it  is  rendered.'  A  judgment  on  a  bond  or  contract  extin- 
guishes  that  bond  or  contract,  because  there  cannot  be  liabilities 
on  both  instruments,  and  a  judgment  and  a  bond  both  import 
an  absolute  liability  ;  the  legal  obligation  of  the  inferior  obliga* 
tion  must  be  considered  as  at  once  blotted  out.*  So  a  judgment 
against  a  joint  debtor  on  a  joint  cause  of  action,  merges  the  lia- 
bility of  all,  and  on  the  same  principle  a  bond  accepted  from  one 


v.  Traffton,  8  Story,  646;  Crosby  v. 
Jerolman,  87  Ind.  276 ;  North  v. 
Mudge,  18  Iowa,  496;  Scott  y.Colmesil, 
7  J.  J.  Marsh.  416;  Smith  y.  Black, 
9  S.  &  H.  142;  Moale  v.  Hollius,  11  G. 
&  J.  11;  U.  S.  V.  Ames,  99  U.  8.  85; 
Mitchell  V.  Brewster,  28  111.  163; 
Mason  v.  Eldred,  6  Wallace,  231; 
Woodworth  v.  Spaffords,  2  McL.  168; 
State  V.  Knig,  94  Ind.  366. 

«  United  States  v.  Ames,  99  U.  S.  85. 

*Pearce  v.  Kearney,  5  Hill,  82; 
Candee  v.  Clark,  2  Mich.  255;  Ii-win  v. 
Helgenberg,  21  Ind.  106;  Steams 
▼.  Aguirre,  6  Cal.  106;  Archer  v. 
Herman,  21  Ind.  89;  Bamet  v.  Juday, 
88  Ind.  86;  Nicklaus  v.  Roach,  8  Ind. 
78;  Crosby  ▼.  Jerolman,  37  Ind.  264; 


Candee  v.  Smith,  98  N.  Y  849;  Robert- 
son ▼.  Smith,  18  Johns.  459;  Oakley 
V.  Aspinwall,  4  N.  Y.  542;  Suydam  v. 
Barber,  18  N.  Y.  470;  Ehle  v.  Bing- 
ham, 7  Barb.  494;  but  is  now  changed 
by  New  Code,  in  N.  Y;  Bonk  v. 
Hart,  5  Ohio  St.  34  ;  Olmstead  v. 
Webster,  8  N.  Y.  418. 

•Black  V.  Nettles,  25  Ark.  606, 
North  V.  Madge,  13  la.  496;  West, 
&c.  Co.  V.  Thornton,  12  La.  Ann.  736; 
Gibson  v.  Smith,  63  N.  C.  108;  Crosl)^ 
V.  Jerolman,  87  Ind.  264;  Root  v.  Dill, 
88  Ind.  169;  Grant  v.  Burgwyn.  88  N. 
C.  95;  Piatt  v.  Potts,  11  Ind.  266; 
Higgins'  Case,  6  Co.  45;  Wagner  v. 
Cochrane,  35  HI.  152;  U.  S.  v  Price^ 
9  Howard,  83. 
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joint  debtor  for  a  joint  debt  discharges  the  joint  liability  pre- 
viously existing  upon  a  simple  contract,  because  since  the  bond  is 
an  obligation  for  the  same  debt,  the  one  giving  it  must  be  dis- 
charged from  his  liability  on  the  simple  contract,  as  he  cannot  be 
liable  on  both ;  and  if  one  joint  debtor  is  discharged  the  other  is.* 
An  extinguishment  of  a  lower  security  by  a  higher  is  an  opera- 
tion of  law,  that  no  intention  of  the  parties  can  prevent ;  no  mat- 
ter how  explicit  an  agreement  may  be,  it  cannot  prevent  a  prom- 
issory note  from  being  merged  in  a  bond  given  for  the  same  debt ; 
for  to  allow  a  debt  to  be,  at  the  same  time,  of  different  degrees  and 
recoverable  by  a  multiplicity  of  inconsistent  remedies,  would 
increase  litigation  and  cause  unnecessary  and  vexatious  delay.* 
A  judgment  on  a  covenant  of  warranty  for  damages  for  an  ouster 
from  part  of  the  land  by  paramount  title,  is  a  bar  to  a  subsequent 
action  on  the  same  covenant  to  recover  an  amount  which  the 
plaintiff  has  been  obliged  to  pay  the  owner  of  that  title  for 
occupying  the  whole  land  previously  to  such  ouster.*  After  a 
^eire  fadaa  on  a  mortgage  has  ripened  into  judgment,  the  mort- 
gage is  merged  in  it,  and  even  if  null  and  void  is  no  longer  open 
to  attack.^  So  where  in  an  action  to  foreclose  a  note  and  mortgage 
judgment  was  rendered  on  the  note,  but  no  order  of  foreclosure 
or  sale  was  made,  the  matter  is  reajt^icata  and  the  presumption 
will  be  made  that  the  lien  had  been  waived  or  adjudged  against 
the  plaintiff.*  So  where  a  void  contract  has  been  merged  in  a 
judgment  and  proceedings  in  aid  of  execution  are  brought  to 
obtain  a  satisfaction,  the  parties  to  the  action  are  estopped  from 
averring  or  proving  such  illegality  for  the^purpose  of  impeachrng 
the  judgment,  while  it  remains  in  force.  The  remedy  is  by  ap- 
peal or  in  a  direct  proceeding  to  set  it  aside.*  While  the  pendency 


>  Barnet  v.  Judoh,  88  Ind.  86;  Hallo- 
well  V.  McDonald,  8  U.  C.  C.  P.  21. 

» Smith  v.  NicoU.  5  Bing.  N.  C. 
208;  Oakley  v.  Aspinwall,  4  N.  Y. 
514;  Reedy  v.  Bruget,  1  Ohio,  157; 
Turner  v.  Plowden,  6  G.  &  J.  52; 
Nolte  V.  Lowe,  18  111.  487;  Fogg  v. 
fianbom,  48  Me.  452;  Elliott  v.  Wood- 
ward, 18  Ind.  183;  North  v.  Mudge, 
18  Iowa,  496 ;  Sweet  v.  BrackeU,  58 


Me.  846;  Mitchell  v.  Mayo,  16  111.  83; 
Very  v.  Watkins,  18  Ark.  546;  Jones 
V.  Johnston,  8  W.  &  8.  276;  Suydam 
Y.  Barber,  18  N.  T.  468;  Bonesteel 
V.  Tod,  9  Mich.  871. 

*  Osborne  v.  Atkins,  6  Gray,  428. 

^  Hartman  v.  Ogbom,  54  Pa.  St. 
120;  Johnson  v.  Murphy,  17  Tex.  216; 
Buhler  v.  Buffington,  48  Pa.  St.  278. 

»  Johnson  v.  Murphy,  17  Tex,  216. 

•  Bank  ▼.  Stevens,  1  Ohio  St.  288. 
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of  another  fiait  between  the  same  parties,  in  another  state,  ie  not  a 
ground  for  a  plea  in  abatement,  still  a  judgment  i-endered  in  oa^ 
state  by  aeonrt  having  jurisdictioB  of  the  e«iit  will  operate  as  a 
merger  of  the  cause  of  action,  and  be  bar  to  the  further  proeeev^ 
tion  of  a  suit  in  another  state  between  the  same  parties  and  upon 
the  same  claim.^  This  doctrine  conduces  to  peaoe  and  repose, 
and  cannot  be  disturbed  without  unsettling  rules  of  property  and 
producing  irreparable  mischief. 

§  4€9.  A  verdict  on  an  ifisue  is  chancery  £or  tht  iaf<3rmati€ai 
and  oonvenienoe  of  the  ooart,  will  cot  be  oonclasiv^  between  the 
parties,  nnless  a  deeree  as  made  io  aeeordanee  with  the  veidict.' 
When  the  parties  agree,  expresdy  or  by  implication,  that  a  ver- 
dict shall  be  final  and  ooBclasive  as  between  them,  without  the^ 
entry  of  a  judgment,  it  will  operate  as  aA  •estoppel,  on  proof  of 
the  understanding  or  agreement.*  lifc  is  «aid  that  a  verdict  in  a 
case  does  not  operate  as  an  estoppel  wttil  it  has  received  the 
sanction  of  the  court  and  passed  into  a  jndguMot  ;*  but  it  is  held 
that  there  is  an  estoppel  by  verdict  aa  well  as  by  judgsneot^ 
which  is  :Eis  avaitlable  to  a  plai*ntifE  in  support  of  his  aetion  as  it  is 
to  the  defendant  in  defense  thereof/  The  precise  application  of 
this  rule  may  be  a  matter  of  doubt4y  as  a  verdict  is  always  liable 
to  be  set  aside  by  the  court,  on  amotion  for  a  new  trial,  and  nntil 
it  is  iaduded  in  a  judgment  it  certainly  cannot  be  fiiml  unless  so 
agreed  upon  by  the  parties,  or,  at  least,  «mtil  the  court  has  deter- 
mined not  to  disturb  it.  So  a  decision  upon  an  agreed  ease,  or 
an  agreed  statiement  of  facts,  is  final  to  the  •extent  which  it  goes. 
If  it  is  desired  to  vary  tlie  facts  or  amend  the  case,  that  must  bo 
done  before  the  decision  is  announced.*  So,  where  court  thought 
a  special  verdict  insufficient,  the  counsel  agreed  that  the  court 
might  find  other  necessary  facts  on  which  to  render  the  judg- 
ment ;  counsel  were  estopped  from  alleging  that  the  judgment 


*  McGilvary  v.  Avery,  80  Vt.  588;  « Shtumeir  v.  Jobngen,  10  Minn. 
Barney  v.  Gibbs,  81  N.  J.  L.  817;  319 ;  Holbert's  Estate,  57  Cal.  ^7; 
Bank  v.  Bank,  7  Gill,  415.  Ferguson  v.   Staver.  40  Pa.  fit.  218. 

*  Baylor  v.  Hicks,  86  Pa.  St.  892;  »  Hanna  ▼.  Read,  102  HI.  59i;  S.  €.* 
Garrison's  Appeal.   88  Ph,   St.    581.  40  Am.  R.  608. 

'Shaffer    v.  Kreitzer,  6  Bin.  432;  « Goodrich  v.  R  R  Co.,  88  K.  H 

Estep  y.   Hutchman,  14  S.  &  R.  485.  890. 
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was  sot  rendered  on  a  special  vepdict/  In  >casefi  where  there  is 
a  waiver  of  a  atrial  by  jury,  aod  the  court  tries  the  case,  is 
requested  to  specify  the  facts  fonnd  by  him,  aod  his  'conclasiotis 
of  law,  the  facts  thus  specified,  if  founded  on  sufficient  evidence, 
are  conclasive  as  res  chc^vdicata  for  all  purposes.'  The  removal 
of  the  record,  by  a  writ  of  error,  for  review  in  a  superior  court, 
will  in  no  way  weaken  or  impair  the  conclusive  effect  of  the 
judgment  as  an  estoppel,  although  it  may  in  some  cases  operate 
as  a  mperseadeaa  of  the  right  to  enforce  it  by  execution;*  but  a 
contrary  jrule  is  held  in  New  Hampshire,  where  it  said  that, 
pending  a  review  of  the  cause  in  which  the  judgment  was  ren- 
dered, it  is  not  final  &r  conclusive,  nor  can  it  be  pleaded  in  bar  or 
given  in  evidence  in  any  suit  pending  such  review/ 

§  470.  Ordinarily,  allegations  and  averments  made  in  the 
pleadings  are  not  binding  of  themselves,  and  aside  from  the  con- 
clusive effect  that  may  be  imparted  to  them  by  the  judgment ; 
and  a  declaration  or  bill  filed  in  one  suit  cannot  ordinarily  be 
read  in  evidence  against  the  plaintiff  in  another/  Bilt  when  one 
party  admits  the  allegations  of  the  other  by  pleading  in  confes- 
sion and  avoidance,  or  controverting  one  of  several  averments, 
and  thus  impliedly  acknowledging  the  justice  of  the  rest,  an 
estoppel  will  arise  under  these  circumstances,  notwithstanding  a 
protestation  tbat  the  matters  which  are  not  denied  are  equally 
unfounded  with  them  which  are,  unless  the  traverse  is  sustained 
by  the  verdict^  because  it  will  be  presumed  that  the  pleader  sub- 
mitted the  strongest  point  of  his  case  to  the  jury,  and  would 
have  been  equally  unsuccessful  if  he  had  joined  issue  on  the 
others.*    A  verdict  and  judgment  on  the  plea  of  non-assumpsit 


'  lEariu3  T.  Bicknell,   10  Cal.  214. 

•  Bissell  V.  KeUogg,  60  Barb.  417 
Dauchy    v.   Goodiich,   20  Vt.    127 
Anderson  ▼.    Whipple,  84   Me.   592 
Kibbee  v.  Howard,  7  Wis.  150;  Evans 
V,  Bennett,  7  Wis.  404. 

»  Doe  V.  Wright.  10  Q.  B.  73. 
^Haynes  v.    Ordway,    58   N.    H. 
284. 

*  Boilleaa  v.  Rutlen,  3  Exch.  665; 


King  V.  Norman,  4  C.  B.  884.  Bo  one 
who  has  represented  himself  in  his 
own  pleadings,  in  a  former  suit,  as  a 
partner  in  a  certain  firm,  is  estopped 
•from  afterwards  denying  it.  Fowler 
y.  Stevens,  29  La.  Ann.  858. 

•  Stephen  on  PI.  255;  Bingham  v. 
Stanley,  2  Q.  B.  117;  Hardy  v.  Wil- 
liams, 11  Ired.  499;  Taylor  v.  Park- 
hurst,  1  BuiT.  97;  Chitty  v.  Dandy, 
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in  replevin  will  accordingly  be  as  conclusive  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff  in  another  action  for  the  same  goods,  as  if  the  right  of 
property  in  the  declaration  had  been  pat  in  issue  and  found  in 
his  favor,  instead  of  being  impliedly  admitted.' 

§  471.  When  a  court  commits  a  party  for  contempt,  its  adju- 
dication is  a  conviction,  and  its  commitment  in  consequence  is 
execution;  and  no  court  can  discharge  on  habeas  corpus  a  person 
that  is  in  execution  by  the  judgment  of  any  other  court  having 
jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  contempt,'  provided  such 
judgment  is  specific  and  certain.  ^^  Thus  an  order  of  commit- 
ment for  contempt  until  the  further  order  of  the  court;  is  too 
indefinite.  All  judgments  must  be  specific  and  certain.  They 
must  determine  the  rights  recovered  or  the  penalties  imposed ; 
they  must  be  such  as  the  defendant  may  readily  understand  and 
be  capable  of  performing.  If  his  committal  had  been  for  a  defi- 
nite period,  or  until  be  performed  a  specified  act,  then  the  judg- 
ment would  have  been  capable  of  being  reviewed  on  error,  but 
on  such  a  judgment  as  this  the  appellate  court  cannot  know  the 
duration  of  the  imprisonment,  and  determine  whether  the  con- 
finement is  reasonable  or  is  oppressive  and  wrong ;  whether  it  is 
to  extend  to  days,  weeks,  months,  years  or  for  life,  none  can  cer- 
tainly l^now.  That  is  still  in  the  breast  of  the  judge,  and  is  by 
its  terms  to  be  determined  in  the  future,  not  on  a  trial  or  on  the 
performance  of  any  act,  but  it  depends  alone  on  the  will  of  the 
judge/" 

§  472.  A  motion  is  an  application  made  to  a  judge  or  chan- 
cellor, or  to  the  same  parties  when  constituting  a  court,  in  open 
court,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  rule  or  order  directing  some 


13  A.  &  E.  328;  Richards  v.  Allen,  1 
Gibb,  189;  Gould  v.  Ray,  18  Wend. 
C39. 

»  Wilson  V.  McClenning,  23  111. 
410;  Savage  V.  French,  18  111.  App.17. 

•  Phillips  V.  Welch,  12  Nev.  158; 
Tyler  v.  Hammersley,  44  Conn.  393; 
Winston,  in  re,  9  Nev.71;  Jones  & 
Cohen,  in  re,  6  Cal.  494;  People  v. 
Judge,  27  Cal.  15;  Penn  v.  Messenger, 


1  Teates,  2;  Williamson's  Case,  27 
Pa.  St.  18:  Gates  v.  McDaniel,  4  8.  & 
P.  69;  Stickney,  in  re,  40  AU.  167; 
Yates  v.  Lansing,  9  Johns.  423;  State 
V.  Towle,  42  N.  H.  544;  Vilas  ▼.  Bur- 
ton, 27  Vt.  61;  Crosby  v.  Mayor,  3 
Wils.  98;  New  Orleans  y.  Steamship 
Co.,  20  Wall.  387;  Kearney,  in  re.  7 
Wheat.  38. 

» People  V.  Pilpenbrink.  12  C.  L. 
N.  41. 
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act  to  be  done  in  favor  of  the  applicant.  It  is  UBQally  an  inci- 
dental proceeding  to  an  action,  but  it  may  be  wholly  distinct 
from  that  kind  of  proceeding.  The  great  variety  of  objects  for 
which  this  class  of  proceedings  are  available  render  it  impossible 
to  classify  the  numerous  adjudications  relating  to  them,  and  gen- 
oral  principles  can  only  be  stated.  There  may  be  the  following 
general  classification  made:  First,  orders  made  upon  motions 
respecting  collateral  questions  arising  in  the  course  of  a  trial ; 
second,  final  orders  afi^ecting  substantial  rights,  or  motions  from 
the  determination  of  which  an  appeal  lies,  and  those  which  are 
unappealable.  All  motions  affecting  the  substantial  rights  of 
parties  are  appealable,  and,  therefore,  final,  unless  reversed  or 
modified  by  an  appellate  tribunal,  and  are  placed  upon  the  same 
basis  as  any  final  judgment.  Whenever  a  motion  ^admits  of 
^^  grave  discussion  and  deliberation,  and  are  made  part  of  the 
record  in  a  cause  and  subject  to  review  in  another  court,"  the 
decision  by  a  court  upon  such  motion  is  generally  regarded  as  a 
iinal  judgment  or  adjudication,  and  the  rule  of  rea  jud/icatae 
applies.'  In  a  second  motion  for  a  new  trial  based  upon  the 
same  grounds,  and  made  amid  the  same  circumstances  iis  a  for- 
mer one,  which  was  denied,  the  denial  of  the  first  makes  the 
matter  res  judicata,*  In  a  late  case  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wis- 
consin said :  '*  Without  considering  the  merits  of  the  motion  to 
set  aside  the  verdict  and  for  a  new  trial  in  this  action,  upon 
which  the  order  of  the  Circuit  Court  was  made,  and  from  which 
this  appeal  is  taken,  there  appear  to  be  two  objections,  either  of 
which  is  fatal  to  this  order.     First,  a  motion  for  the  same  pur- 


>  Dwight  v.  St.  John,  25  N.  Y. 
"208;  Grier  y.  Jones,  54  Ga.  154; 
Pierce  v.  Kneeland,  9  Wis.  23;  Cor- 
with  V.  Bank.  11  Wis.  430;  Langdon 
v.  Raiford,  20  Ala.  582;  Gavin  v. 
-Graydon.  41  Ind.  559;  Hoffman  v. 
Livingston,  1  Johns.  Ch.  211;  People 
V.  Center,  61  Cal.191;  Spitley  v.Frost, 
15  F.  R  299;  Gregory  v.  Haynes, 
«1  Cal.  448;  Hill  v.  Hoover,  9  Wis. 
15;  Sanderson  t.  Daily,  88  N.  C.  67; 
Ke^rs  V.  Hoenig,  46  Wis.  861 ;  Bank 
▼.  Upham,  14  Wis.  596;    Cothren  v. 


Connaughton,  24  Wis.  184;  Eabe  v. 
Eagle,  25  Wis.  108;  McCullough  v. 
Clark,  41  Cal:  298;  Davis  v.  Cottle,  3 
T.R.405;  Mitchell  v.  Allen.  12  Wend. 
290;  Dodd  v.  Astor,  2  Barb.  Ch.  895; 
Grcathead  V.  Bromley,  7  T.  It  455; 
Benjamin  v.  Wilson,  6  L.  C.  Jur. 
246;  Smith  v.Coe.l  Swee.  885;  Noble  v. 
Cope,  50  Pa.  St.  17,^ Commissioners  v. 
Mcintosh.  80  Eans.  234;  Austin  v. 
Walker,  61  Iowa,  158. 
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pose  and  founded  BnbBtantially  upon  the  same  gronnds  had  heen 
denied,  and  the  matters  of  such  motion  had  become  reejndi- 
cataP^  Under  this  rnie  it  is  not  permiwlble  to  renew  a  motion 
to  issue  execution  on  a  dormant  judgment  after  a  previous, 
unsuccessful  motion  to  the  same  efiecft,  from  the  decision  of 
which  no  appeal  was  taken.*  In  the  «ame  State  it  is  held  that  a 
new  action  touching  a  matter  that  might  be  settled  by  motion  in 
the  original  action  will  be  iSismissed.*  So,  wbere  the  ^defeiKlant 
in  a  judgment  obtains  a  rule  to  show<»UBe  why  execution  thereon 
should  not  be  stayed^  and,  after  depositions  are  taken,  the  rule  i^ 
discharged,  said  defendant  cannot  subsequently,  upon  proof  of 
substantially  tlie  same  facts  appearing  in  the  depositions  on  the 
rule,  obtain  relief  by  injunction  in  equity.  The  principle  of  rer 
adjvMcaiUXf  applies  in  such  case.*  And  where  a  proceeding  by 
attachment  for  oontempt  is  instituted  as  a  m^eans  of  private 
redress,  it  may  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  a  fiubsequent  action  of  tres- 
pass between  the  same  partis  upon  the  same  matter/  But  the 
rule  as  to  judgments  as  estoppels  between  the  parties  tlierelo  doea 
not  apply  to  \\&f'M  extent  to  orders  made  on  naotion.* 


>  Bogere  T.  Hoeni^,  46  Wis.  dd. 
aSandereoii  v.  Daily,  88  1^.  O.  67. 
»  Murrill  v.  Murrill,  84  N.  0.  182. 

•  Frauenlhals  Appeal,  100  Pa.  St. 
290. 

•  Walker  v,  Fuller,  29  Ark.  44a 

•  HoCanalgin,  ia  re,  107  Mass.  170; 
DolepuB  y.  Fi-ash,  5  Hill,  498;  Dwight 


v.  St.  John,  85  N.  T.  208;  Simpson  v. 
Hart,  14  Jotana.  68;  Van  Sensflelaer 
V.  Sheriff.  1  Oow.  600;  Smith  v. 
Spaulding,  3  Robt.  615;  Dickinson  t. 
Gilliland,  1  Cow.  «1;  White  v. 
Munroe,  88  Barb.  656;  gpwnlding  ▼. 
People,  7  Hill,  ^51;  Belmont  ▼.  ILR.» 
62  Barb.  687. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

FOSEIGK  JDBaMENTS  AND  JUDGMENTS  OF  OTH£&  STATllS. 

SisonoN  473.  Having  considered  -domeBtic  jndgments  we  now- 
come  to  still  another  class  of  judgments,  viz :  foreign  jndgments ; 
and  xinder  this  head  we  shall  treat  of  judgments  rendered  without 
the  United  States,  and  those  rendered  in  other  states  than  those 
in  which  they  are  sought  to  be  used  as  conclusive  evidence,  viz : 
Jndgments  of  otlier  States.  In  regard  to  jndgments  rendered  in 
foreign  countries,  there  has  been  great  diversity  of  opinion 
among  nations  and  jurists.  Assuming  that  the  question  of  juris- 
diction is  unimpeachable,  the  question  has  been  in  regard  ta 
their  status  in  our  courts,  whether  thej  are  to  be  considered  as 
ooDclusive  of  every  fact  litigated,  or  whether  new  evidence 
should  be  permissible  to  impeach  them,  or  whether  they  might 
be  examined  on  their  original  merits.  These  judicial  determina- 
tions are  like  those  already  treated  of,  viz  :  Judgments  m  rem^ 
in  personam^  and  in  rem^  and  in  personam.  The  latter  are  again 
considered  under  several  l^eads ;  fii*8t,  where  the  judgment  is  set 
up  by  way  of  defense  to  a  suit  in  a  foreign  tribunal ;  second^ 
where  it  is  sought  to  be  enforced  in  a  foreign  tribunal  against 
the  original  defendant,  or  his  property ;  and,  third,  where  the 
judgment  is  either  between  the  subjects,  or  between  foreigners^ 
or  between  foreigners  and  subjects.*  But  in  order  to  found  a 
proper  ground  of  recognition  of  a  foreign  judgment,  under 
whichsoever  of  these  aspects  it  may  come  to  be  considered,  it  is 
indispensable,  to  establish  that  the  court  which  pronounced  it 
had  a  lawful  jurisdiction  over  the  cause,  over  the  thing,  and  over 
the  parties.  If  the  jurisdiction  fails  as  to  either,  it  is  treated  as  a 
mere  nullity,  having  no  obligation,  and  entitled  to  no  respect 
beyond  the  domestic  tribunals.' 

»  Story  Confl.  Laws,  584,  686;  Rose        »  Smith  v.  Knowlton,  11  N.  H.  191; 
v.  Himley,  4  Cranch,  369.  Rangely  v.  Webster,  11  N.   H.  299; 
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§  474.  Vattel  in  his  Law  of  Nations  says :  "  It  is  the  province 
of  every  sovereignty  to  administer  justice  in  all  places  within  its- 
own  territory  and  nnder  its  own  jurisdiction,  to  take  cognizance 
of  crimes  committed  there,  and  of  the  controversies  that  arise 
within  it.  Other  nations  ought  to  respect  this  right,  and  as  the 
administration  of  justice  necessarily  requires  that  every  definitive 
sentence,  regularly  pronounced,  be  esteemed  just  and  executed  as 
6uch ;  when  once  a  cause  in  which  foreigners  are  interested,  has 
been  decided  in  form,  the  sovereign  of  the  defendants  ought  not 
to  hear  their  complaints.  To  undertalce  to  examine  the  justice 
of  a  definitive  sentence  is  an  attack  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
sovereign  who  passed  it."'  Therefore  Vattel  deduces  the  general 
rule,  that  in  consequence  of  this  right  of  jurisdiction,  the  decision 
made  by  the  judge  of  the  place  within  the  extent  of  his  author- 
ity? ought  to  be  respected,  and  to  take  effect  even  in  foreign 
countries.  And  the  latest  decisions  determine  that  this  is  inad- 
missible upon  the  principle  that  where  a  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction  has  solemnly  adjudicated  either  after  a  contest  or  con- 
fession that  a  certain  amount  is  due  the  plaintiff  from  the  defend- 
ant, a  legal  obligation  arises  to  pay  that  amount,  and  upon  this 
obligation  an  action  of  debt  to  enforce  the  judgment  may  be 
maintained,*  While  this  doctrine  seems  to  be  reasonable  and  just, 
it  can  hardly  be  said  that  it  has  been  universally  applied,  by 
modern  nations  under  the  common  law.  In  modem  times  its 
application  has  been  far  more  extensive  and  uniform  than  it  has 
been  in  the  jurisprudence  of  continental  Europe. 

§  475.  If  a  sentence  or  judgment  of  a  court   in   a  foreign 
country  is  a  proceeding  in  rem^  concerning  movable  property,  it 


Buchanan  v.  Rucker,  9  East,  192; 
BisscU  V.  Briggs,  5  Mass.  462;  8hum- 
-way  V.  Stillman,  6  Wend.  447;  Don 
V.  Lippman,  5  C.  &  F.  1;  Cavan  v. 
8tuart,  1  Stark.  626;  Bank  v.  Butler, 
29  Me.  19;  Noyes  v.  Butler,  6  Barb. 
613;  Wood  v.  Tremere,  6  Pick.  354. 
>  Vattel,  P.  166;  De  Cosse  Brissac  v. 
Rathbonc,  6  H.  &  N.  »01;  Henderson 
y.  Henderson,  6  Q.  B.  298;  Bank  t. 
Harding,  16  Q.  B.  717;  Vwiquelin  v. 


Bouard,  16  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  341 ;  God 
dard  v.  Gray,  L.  R,  6  Q.  B.  189; 
Ochsenbein  v.  Papelier,  L.  R  8 
Ch.  App.  695;  Doglioni  v.  Crispin,  L. 
K  1  H.  Li  C.  301;  Simpson  v.  Fogo. 
1  J.  <&;  H.  18;  Messina  v.  Petrococbino, 
L.  R.  4  P.  C.  144. 

•  Williams  v.  Jones,  18  M.  A  W. 
628;  Russell  v.  Smith,  9  M.  &  W.  819; 
Cole  V.  Driskell.  1  Black,  16;  Robin- 
son y.  Bland,  2  Burr.  1077;  Emerson 
v.  Lashley,  2  H.  Bl.  248. 
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18  by  the  general  consent  of  nations  conclusive  against  the  whole 
world.  In  the  celebrated  case  of  the  Kose  v,  Himely,*  Chief 
Justice  Marshall,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said : 
"  The  power  of  the  foreign  court,  then  is,  of  necessity,  examin- 
able to  a  certain  extent  by  that  tribunal  which  is  compelled  to 
decide  whether  its  sentence  has  changed  the  right  of  property. 
The  power  under  which  it  acts  must  be  looked  into ;  and  its 
authority  to  decide  questions  which  it  professes  to  decide,  must 
be  considered.  But  although  the  general  power  by  which  a 
court  takes  jurisdiction  of  causes  must  be  inspected,  in  order  to 
determine  whether  it  may  rightfully  do  what  it  professes  to  do^ 
it  is  still  a  qnestion  of  serious  difficulty ;  whether  the  situation  of 
the  particular  thing  on  which  the  sentence  has  passed  may  be 
inquired  into  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  that  thing  was 
in  a  state  which  subjected  it  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
passing  the  sentence.  For  example,  in  every  case  of  a  foreign 
sentence  condemning  a  vessel  as  a  prize  of  war,  the  authority  of 
the  tribunal  to  act  as  a  prize  court  must  be  examinable.  Is  the 
question,  whether  the  vessel  condemned  was  in  a  situation  to 
subject  her  to  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court,  also  examinable  ? 
This  question,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  must  be  answered  in 
the  affirmative.  Upon  principle,  it  would  seem  that  the  opera- 
tion of  every  judgment  must  depend  on  the  power  of  the  court 
to  render  that  judgment ;  or,  in  other  words,  on  its  jurisdiciion 
over  the  subject  matter  which  it  has  determined.  In  some  cases^ 
that  jurisdiction  unquestionably  depends  as  well  on  the  state  of 
the  thing  as  on  the  constitution  of  the  court.  If  by  any  means 
whatever  a  prize  court  should  be  induced  to  condemn,' as  prize  of 
war,  a  vessel  which  was  never  captured,  it  would  not  be  contended 
that  this  condemnation  operated  as  a  change  of  property.  Upon 
principle,  then,  it  would  seem  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
capacity  of  the  court  to  act  upon  the  thing  condemned,  arising 
from  its  being  within  or  without  their  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the 
constitution  of  the  court,  may  bo  considered  by  that  tribunal 
which  is  to  decide  on  the  effect  of  the  sentence.  Passing  from 
principle  to  authority,  wc  find,  that  in  the  courts  of  England, 
whose  decisions  are  particularly  mentioned,  because  we  are  best 

*  4  Cranch,  241-272. 
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acquainted  with  theiz^  and  because,  as  it  is  believed^  they  give  to 
foreign*  sentenceft  as  full  effect  as  are  givea  to  them  itl  aaj 
part  of  tlxe  civilized  world,  the  position,  that  the  senrtence  of 
a  foreign  court  is  conclusivo  with  respect  to  wlmt  it  professes 
to  decide,  is  uuif ormly  qualified  with  the  limiLtatioii^  that  it  has, 
in  the  given  case,  juxisdictioa  of  the  subject  matter."* 

§  476.  '^  The  whole  world,  it  is  said,  are  parti^es  in  a  prize 
cause,  and  therefore  the  whole  world  is  bound  by  the  decision. 
The  reason  on  whieb  this  dictum  stands  will  determine  its  extent. 
Every  person  may  make  himself  a  party  and  appeal  from  the 
sentence  ;  but  notice  of  the  controversy  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
become  a  party,  and  it  is  a  principle  of  natural  justice,  that 
before  the  rights  of  an  individual  be  bound  by  a  judicial  sen- 
tence, he  shall  have  notice,  either  actual  or  implied,  of  the  pro- 
ceedings against  him  ;  where  the  proceedings  are  not  against  the 
person,  the  notice  is  served  on  the  thing  itself.  This  is  neces- 
sarily notice  to  all  those  who  have  any  interest  in  the  thing,  and 
is  reasonable,  because  it  is  necessary,  because  it  is  the  part  of 
common  prudence  for  all  those  who  have  any  interest  in  it  to 
guard  that  interest  by  persons  who  are  in  a  situation  to  protect 
it.  Every  person,  therefore,  who  could  assert  any  title  to  The 
Mary  has  constructive  notice  of  her  seizure,  and  may  be  fairly 
considered  as  a  party  to  the  libel.  But  those  who  have  no  inter- 
est in  the  vessel  which  could  be  asserted  in  a  court  of  admiralty, 
have  no  notice  of  her  seizure,  and  can,  on  no  principle  of  justice 
or  reason,  be  considered  as  parties  to  the  cause,  ^o  far  as  respects 
the  vessel.  When  such  person  is  brought  before  the  court  in 
which  the  fact  is  examinable,  no  sufficient  reason  is  perceived 
for  precluding  him  from  examining  it.  The  judgment  of  a 
court  of  common  law,  or  the  decree  of  a  court  of  equity,  would, 
under  such  circumstances,  be  re-examinable  in  a  court  of  common 
law  or  equity  ;  and  no  reason  is  discerned  why  the  sentence  of  a 
court  of  admiralty  under  the  same  circumstances  should  not  be 
re-examinable  in  a  court  of  equity.  The  reasoning  is  not  at  vari- 
ance with  the  decision  that  the  sentence  of  a  foreign  court. of 
admiralty,  condemning  a  vessel  or  cargo,  as  enemy's  property,  is 

'  Rose  V.  Himely,  4  Cranch,  ^1;     Lothian  v.    HendersoD,  8  B.  &  P. 
Cl\eriot   v.    Foussatt,    8   Binn.   210;     617. 
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conclusive  in  an  actdon  against  the  underwriters  on  a  policy  in 
which  the  property  is  warranted  to  be  neutpaL  It  is  not  at  rari- 
aace  with  that  decision,  because  the  question  of  prize  is  one  of 
which  the  courts  of  law  have  no  direct  cognizance^  and  because 
the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  parties  to  the  libel 
against  them."^  The  rule  in  England  seems  to  be :  that  the  sen- 
tence of  a  foreign  court  of  admiralty  of  competent  jurisdiction, 
pronounced  in  remj  is  conclusive  against  the  whole  world,*  as  ta 
the  existence  of  the  ground  on  which  the  court  professes  to 
decide,  and  also  that  unless  it  be  a  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, its  sentence,,  far  from  being  conclusive,  can  have  no  effect 
At  aU.  It  is  a  well  established  principle  of  international  law  that 
the  prize  court  of  one  belligerent  cannot  sit  in  the  dominions  of 
a  neutral  power^  It  would  be  a  licentious  attempt  to.  exercise 
the  rights  of  war  within  the  bosom  of  a  neutral  country."* 
Accordingly,  to  the  sentence  of  such  a  tribunal,  court»  attribute 
no  credit  or  authority  whatever.* 

§  477.  These  sentences,  like  judgments  in  a  court  of  common 
law,  are  always  conclusive  as  to  their  own  existence,  and  the 
legal  consequences  resulting  therefrom.  One  of  those  conse- 
quences is  that  the  title  of  the  original  owner  to  the  property 
upon  which  they  operate  is  completely  extinguished  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  captors  or  their  sovereign.  The  English  doctrine 
has,  after  much  deliberation  and  controversy,  received  the  delib- 
erate sanction  of  many  of  our  courts.  In  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  South  Caro- 
lina and  Louisiana,  the  sentence  of  a  foreign  court  of  admiralty 
of  condemnation  for  a  breach  of  blockade  or  as  enemy's  property, 
is  conclusive  evidence,  as  between  the  insured  and  the  under- 
writers, of  the  fact  upon  which  it  is  founded.  "  It  is  now  too 
late,"  said  Lawrence,  C.  J.,  "  to  examine  the  practice  of  admit- 

»  The  Mary,  9  Cranch,  126;  Imrie  Bing.  504. 

v.  Castrique,  8  C.  B.  N.  S.  405.  »  The  Flad    Owen,   8  T.   R   270  ; 

«  Bernadi  v.  Molteaux,  2  Doug.  574;  Oddy  v.  Bovil,  7  T.  R.  523. 
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ting  these  sentences  to  the  extent  to  which  thej  have  been  ' 
received.  Supposing  that  practice  might  at  first  have  appeared 
donbtful,  on  the  authority  of  those  decisions,  men  have  acted  for 
a  long  series  of  years  and  entered  into  contracts  of  assurance  in 
this  country,  with  a  knowledge  of  such  decisions,  and  in  expec- 
tation that  the  questions  arising  out  of  such  contracts,  to  which 
the  decisions  are  applicable,  will  be  ruled  by  them."  In  Mary- 
land,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  New  York,  it  has  been  reduced 
by  statute  to  mere  pHma  fade  evidence.  In  New  York  the  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  is  conclusive  to  change  the  property ;  it 
is  only  prima  fade  evidence  of  the  facts  upon  which  it  pur- 
ports to  be  founded,  and  in  a  collateral  action  such  evidence  may 
be  rebutted  by  showing  that  no  such  facts  ever  existed.'  A  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  will  be  binding  upon  the  right  of  thu-d 
parties,  as  well  as  on  the  parties  to  the  original  suit ;  it  is  conciu* 
sive  between  the  assured  and  the  underwriter  with  respect  to 
every  fact  which  it  professes  to  decide.*  The  sentence  of  a  for- 
eign prize  court,  though  under  an  edict  unjust  in  itself,  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  in  violation  of  neutral  rights,  is  con- 
clusive in  respect  to  the  thing  itself,  and  works  an  absolute 
change  of  the  property,  and  is  a  valid  decree,  because  it  is  not 
examinable  in  other  courts.  The  decree  relates  back  to  the 
capture  and  affirms  a  sale  made  by  the  captors  before  condemna- 
tion.* So  a  sentence  of  condemnation  of  property  carried  inta 
the  port  of  an  ally  will  not  be  inquired  into  by  the  courts  of  a 
neutral  country.*  So  a  sentence  of  condemnation  of  a  vessel  by 
an  admiralty  court  for  breach  of  blockade  is  conclusive  of  that 
fact  in  an  action  on  the  policy  of  insurance.^    But  under  a  pol-  • 
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icy  of  insurance  containing  a  warranty  of  neutrality,  proof  of 
which  is  to  be  required  in  the  United  States  only,  a  foreign  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  is  not  conclusive  evidence  of  such  breach 
of  warranty,*  nor  is  it  conclusive  that  the  property  was  not  in  a 
neutral.* 

§  478.  A  decree  is  equally  conclusive  whichever  way  it  is 
pronounced.  An  acquittal  will  be  as  effectual  in  estopping  those 
by  whom  the  vessel  has  been  seized  from  justifying  their  con- 
duct on  the  ground  that  the  property  had  incurred  forfeiture,  as 
a  sentence  of  condemnation  would  be  in  estopping  the  owner 
from  averring  that  the  seizure  was  illegal  and  thai  no  forfeiture 
had  occurred.*  A  sentence  of  condemnation  completely  extin- 
guishes the  title  of  the  original  owner  and  transfers  a  rightful 
title  to  the  captor  or  his  sovereign.  So  a  decree  of  condemna- 
tion for  the  breach  of  a  municipal  regulation  is  valid  though  the 
vessel  be  lying  in  the  port  of  a  neutral  friendly  power.*  But 
while  all  foreign  judgments  in  rem  are  conclusive  they  are  so 
far  examinable  as  to  ascertain  whether  the  tribunal  had  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  subject  matter  consistently  with  the  law  of  nations.' 

• 

§  479.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Admiralty  Court  of  one  nation — 
a  duty  arising  from  international  comity — to  enforce  the  decree 
of  an  Admiralty  Court  of  another  nation  upon  a  subject  over 
which  the  latter  had  jurisdiction.  Accordingly,  where  an 
English  vessel,  after  having  collided  with  and  sunk  a  Portuguese 
one,  put  into  Lisbon  and  was  there  proceeded  against,  and  a 
judgment  for  damages  from  the  collision  rendered  against  it  in 
the  courts  of  Portugal, — Hddy  that  the  English  Admiralty  Court 
•would  entertain  a  suit  to  enforce  the  judgment  in  rem.  In  the 
decision  of  this  case  the  court  said :  ''  The  original  proceeding, 
being  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a  maritime  lien,  which  by  the 
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law  of  all  foreign  codes  founded  on  the  civil  law  exists  for  money 
advanced  for  repairs  and  necessaries  on  a  voyage,  was  a  proceed- 
ing in  remP  This  conrt  is  now  called  npon  to  be  aidant  to  the 
enforcement  of  a  judgment  in  rem  given  by  the  Portugnese 
court.  With  respect  to  the  objection  that  no  direct  precedents 
have  been  cited  in  support  of  the  course  taken  by  the  plaintiffs, 
it  must  be  observed  that  until  a  recent  period  there  were  no 
\  reports  of  the  courts  exercising  jurisdiction  in  accordance  with 
the  civil  law,  that  is,  of  the  Ecclesiastical  and  Admiralty  Courts ; 
moreover,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that,  speaking  generally,  any 
court  which  exercises  a  jurisdiction  in  rem  has  the  rea^  or  some 
substitute  for  it  in  the  shape  of  a  security,  within  its  reach,  and 
the  wrongdoer  is  seldom  able  to  evade  compliance  with  the  order 
of  the  court.  This  court,  on  failure  of  the  owners  to  pay  for  the 
damage  alleged  to  be  done  by  their  ship,  would  arrest  that  ship, 
and  enforce  the  judgment  against  the  res  by  sale.  The  occasion 
for  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  of  arrest  seldom  arises,  though 
in  a  recent  case,  that  of  The  Troubadour,  in  1878  (not  reported), 
the  court  directed  the  issue  of  a  warrant  after  judgment  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  the  payment  of  the  award  of  salvage,  and 
there  have  been  several  instances  in  which  a  ship  has  been 
arrested  or  re-arrested  in  consequence  of  the  bail  becoming 
insolvent.  In  fact,  what  the  common-law  courts  do  indirectly  by 
implying  a  contract,  the  Admiralty  Court  does  directly  and  with- 
out any  such  implication  on  the  grounds  of  international  comity. 
It  is  clearly  for  the  interests  of  justice  that  this  court  should 
exercise  the  jurisdiction  as  prayed,  and,  having  its  hand  upon 
the  res^  should  not  take  it  off  until  the  sentence  be  executed. 
Otherwise  the  wrong-doer  might  remove  his  ship  out  of  this 
jurisdiction,  and,  by  keeping  out  of  Portuguese  waters,  defeat 
the  just  rights  of  the.party  who  has  suffered  the  wrong.  It  is  to 
be  borne  in  mind  that  this  ship,  the  City  of  Mecca,  is  liable  for 
the  damage  done  by  her  to  the  plaintiff's  property  in  a  sense  and 
in  a  manner  that  no  other  ship  of  the  same  owner  would  be 
liable.  Upon  the  whole,  I  do  not  see  why,  if  the  Admiralty 
Court  might  ever  have  enforced  a  foreign  judgment — ^and  the 
authorities  are  ample  on  this  point — it  may  not  enforce  that 
judgment  against  the  ship,  and  give  that  remedy  m  rem  which  ia 
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one  of  the  especial  advantages  incident  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Oonrt  of  Admiralty.' 

§  480.  The  judicial  acts  of  one  nation  are  to  be  respected  by 
another,  and  are  conclusive  on  the  subjects  of  the  other  relative 
to  all  matters  within  the  national  jurisdiction ;  but  in  order  to 
render  them  conclusive  it  is  fui'ther  necessary  that  they  should 
be  matters  cognizable  by  the  court  and  fairly  decided.  The  sen- 
tence of  a  foreign  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  acting  m  rein^ 
is  conclusive  in  respect  to  the  matter  on  which  it  directly  decides. 
If,  however,  the  proceedings  are  not  merely  irregular  and  illegal, 
'  but  were  founded  in  fraud,  they  are  not  conclusive,  and  this  may 
be  shown  almnde.  In  order  to  make  the  sentence  conclusive,  it 
must  appear  that  there  have  been  proper  judicial  proceedings, 
with  some  personal  or  public  notice  to  the  parties.  A  judgment 
of  condemnation  by  a  foreign  tribunal  not  properly  constituted 
is  not  only  of  no  effect  as  an  estoppel  in  another  action,  but  is  a 
mere  nullity ;  but  the  presumption  is  that  it  is  properly  consti- 
tuted, unless  the  constitution  of  it  be  known.  All  sentences  of 
foreign  courts  of  admiralty  condemning  goods  as  enemy's  prop- 
erty 2iTQ  prima  fads  evidence  of  such  fact,  but  may  be  inval- 
idated by  the  evidence  contained  in  the  record  itself.  Conceal- 
ment of  facts  afford  no  ground  to  avoid  a  sentence  of  a  foreign 
oourt  acting  in  rem;  but  where  a  foreign  court  not  of  admiralty 
has  decided  a  case  professedly  but  erroneously  on  our  law,  our 
oourts  are  not  concluded  by  such  a  decision.' 

§  481.  Judgments  in  rem  being  conclusive  upon  the  thing 
itself  in  ih^  forum  in  which  they  originate,  if  the  tribunal  has 
jarisdiction  and  has  acted  within  its  jurisdiction,  they  will  con- 
tinue to  be  so  in  any  foreign  tribunal  in  which  they  are  called  in 
question.*     When  a  judgment  is  founded  on  the  ground  that  the 
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goods  are  enemy's  property,  it  is  conclusive  that  the  property 
belongs  to  the  enemies  not  only  for  the  immediate  purpose  of 
such  sentence,  bat  it  is  binding  on  all  courts  and  all  persons,*  and 
the  sentence  is  binding  whether  it  proceeds  to  condemn  the  ship 
expressly  as  being  enemy's  property  or  whether  such  a  ground 
of  decision  can  only  be  collected  from  other  parts  of  the  pro- 
ceedings.' Whenever  the  matter  in  controversy  is  land  or  other 
immovable  property,  the  judgment  pronounced  in  theybrwm  rei 
sitCB  is  held  to  be  of  universal  obligation  as  to  all  the  matters  of 
the  right  and  title  which  it  professes  to  decide  in  relation 
thereto,  it  is  necessarily  beyond  the  reach  of  revision  by  foreign 
tribunals  when  originally  pronounced.  This  results  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  case,  for  no  other  court  can  have  a  competent 
jurisdiction  to  inquire  into  or  settle  such  right  or  title.  By  the 
general  consent  of  nations,  therefore,  in  case  of  immovables  tho 
judgment  of  the  J^orum  rei  sitm  is  held  absolutely  conclusive. 
^^Immohilia  ejus  jurisdictionis  esse  repurtcmtur  uhi  sita  sunt^'' 
while  the  converse  is  also  well  settled,  that  a  judgment  in  any 
foreign  country  touching  such  immovables  is  of  no  obligation 
whatever.* 

§  482.  In  order  to  affect  property  so  as  to  vest  a  title,  as 
^  against  third  parties,  the  court  must  have  jurisdiction  over  it,  on 
the  principle  of  the  lex  rei  sitae.  When  the  property  or  thing  ia 
situate  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  proceedings  in  rem 
give  a  title  to  it  against  all  the  world.  "  When  a  tribunal,  no 
matter  where  located,  has  to  determine  between,  two  parties  and 
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betweeu  tbeni  onlj,  the  decision,  though  in  general  binding 
between  the  parties  and  privies,  does  not  a9,ect  the  right  of  third 
parties;  and  if,  in  the  execution  of  the  judgment  of  sach 
tribanal,  process  issues  against  the  property  of  one  of  the  litigants, 
and  some  particular  thing  is  sold  as  being  his  property,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  any  third  person  from  setting  up  his  claim^to 
that  tiling,  for  the  tribunal  neither  had  jurisdiction  to  determine, 
nor  did  they  determine,  any  thing  more  than  that  the  litigant^s 
property  should  be  sold,  and  did  not  do  more  than  sell  the 
litigant's  interest,  if  any,  in  the  thing.  But  when  the  tribunal  has 
jurisdiction  to  determine,  not  merely  on  the  rights  of  the  parties, 
but  on  the  disposition  of  the  thing,  and  does,  in  the.  exercise  of 
that  jurisdiction,  direct  that  the  thing,  and  not  merely  the 
interest  of  any  particular  party  in  it,  be  sold  or  transferred  the 
case  is  very  different."  In  such  cases  the  title  is  perfect  every 
where.*  Such  has  always  been  the  rule .  in  proceedings  in 
admiralty,  and  it  is  universally  applicable  to  proceedings  in  rem. 
Thus  in  an  action  on  a  policy  of  insurance,  the  sentence  of  a 
foreign  court  of  admiralty,  condemning  the  property  insured  as 
■enemies'  property,  is  conclusive  evidence  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
property.* 

§  483.  The  same  principles  are  applied  to  all  other  cases  of 
proceedings  in  rem^  where  the  subject  is  movable  property 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  pronouncing  the  judgment. 
Whatever  the  court  settles  as  to  the  right  or  title,  or  whatever 
disposition  it  makes  of  the  property  by  sale,  •  revendication, 
transfer,  or  other  act,  will  be  held  valid  in  every  other  country 
where  the  same  question  comes  directly  or  indirectly  in  judgment 
before  any  other  foreign  tribunal.  This  is  very  familiarly  known 
in  the  cases  of  proceedings  i/n  remiw  foreign  courts  of  admiralty, 
whether  they  are  causes  of  prize,  or  of  bottomry,  or  of  salvage, 
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or  of  forfeiture,  or  of  any  of  the  like  nature,  over  which  such 
courts  have  a  rightful  jurisdiction  founded  on  the  actual  or  con- 
structive possession  of  the  subject  matter.^  The  same  rule  is 
applied  to  other  courts  proceeding  in  rem^  such  as  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  England,  and  to  all  courts  exercising  a  like  juris- 
diction in  rem  upon  seizure.'  And  in  cases  of  this  sort  it  is 
wholly  immaterial  whether  the  judgment  be  of  acquittal  or  of 
condemnation.     In  both  cases  it  is  equally  conclusive.* 

§  484.  But  the  doctrine  of  conclusiveness,  however,  is  always 
to  be  understood  with  this  limitation,  that  the  judgment  has- 
been  obtained  honajlde  and  without  fraud  ;  for  if  fraud  is  shown 
it  will  avoid  the  force  and  validity  of  the  sentence.^  It  is  said 
that  a  foreign  judgment  obtained  by  the  fraud  of  a  party  to  th& 
suit  in  the  foreign  court  cannot  be  afterwards  enforced  by  him 
in  an  action  brought  in  an  English  court,  although  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  fraud  had  been  perpetrated  was  investigated 
in  the  foreign  court,  and  it  was  there  decided  that  the  fraud 
had  not  been  committed.*  So  it  mustr  appear  that  there  havo 
been  regular  proceedings  upon  which  to  found  the  judgment  or 
decree  ;  and  that  the  parties  in  interest  in  rem  have  had  notice 
or  an  opportunity  to  appear  and  defend  their  interest,  either  per- 
sonally or  by  their  proper  representative,  before  it  was  pro- 
nounced ;  for  the  common  justice  of  all  nations  requires  that  no> 
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condemnation  should  be  pronounced   before   the  party  had  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard/ 

§  486.  The  sentence  of  a  foreign  court  will  not  be  conclusive 
under  the  following  circumstances :  Ist.  If  a  foreign  sentence  of 
condemnation  as  prize  is  manifestly  erroneous,  as  if  it  4)rof esses 
to  be  made  on  particular  grounds,  which  are  set  forth,  but  which 
plainly  do  not  warrant  the  decree,  the  sentence  will  not  be  con< 
dusive  as  to  such  facts.  2d.  Or  on  grounds  contrary  to  the  law 
of  nations.  3d.  Or  if  there  be  an  ambiguity  as  to  what  was 
the  ground  of  condemnation.'  4th.  If  the  foreign  court 
is'  constituted  by  persons  interested  in  the  matter  in  dis- 
pute, the  judgment  is  not  binding.*  Sentences  of  condemnation 
of  foreign  coui*ts  of  prize  are  conclusive,  only  where  such  courts 
are  constituted,  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  exercised 
either  in  the  belligerent  country,  or  in  the  country  of  a  co-bellig- 
erent or  ally  in  the  war.^  A  sentence  of  condemnation,  pro- 
nounced by  the  authority  of  the  capturing  power,  within  the 
dominions  of  neutral  territory,  to  which  the  prize  may  be  taken^ 
is  illegal,*  and  therefore  is  not  even  admissible  as  evidence  to  fal- 
sify the  warrant  of  neutrality.  Every  foreign  admiralty  sentence 
depends  for  its  operation  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  pro- 
nouncing it.  If  jurisdiction  is  lacking  all  is  lacking,  and  the 
proceedings  are  utterly  null  and  void.*  Any  tribunal  before 
whom  such  a  sentence  is  sought  to  be  used  has  the  right  of  exam- 
ining freely  into  the  matter,  and  deciding  whether  the  foreign 
tribunal  which  rendered  the  sentence  had  jurisdiction  or  not. 
Jurisdiction  may  depend  upon  the  state  of  the  res  on  which  the 
decree  was  intended  to  operate,  if,  for  instance,  a  prize  court 
should  be  induced  to  condemn  as  prize  of  war  a  vessel  which  was 
never  captured,  such  a  condemnation  as  that  would  certainly  not 
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transfer  any  property  ;  so  if  the  prize  courts  should  lose  posses- 
sion, OS  by  recapture,  voluntary  discharge  or  escape,  the  prize 
courts  of  the  captor  would  thereby  lose  jurisdiction.  But  not  if 
the  captor  has  possession  of  the  res  in  a  neutral  port,  the  port  of 
an  ally,  or  of  a  nation  under  control  of  the  sovereign,  and  the  reSj 
though  remaining  there  as  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of 
the  captor.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  prize  court  may  depend  upon 
its  natural  character,  the  prize  court  of  an  ally  of  the  captor  has 
no  right  to  condemn,  ^nd  the  court  of  a  neutral  cannot ;  it  may 
also  depend  upon  the  place  where  the  court  sits ;  it  cannot  act  in 
neutral  territory ;  if  it  does,  the  proceedings  are  void.*  But* it 
may  sit  in  the  territory  of  an  ally.  An  appeal  from  a  sentence 
of  a  prize  or  admiralty  court  prevents  it  having  the  force  and 
effect  of  res  judicata^  and  as  long  as  the  appeal  is  undetermined 
the  decree  proves  nothing. 

§  487.  In  a  leading  case  in  England  the  court  say :  **  We  think 
that  some  points  are  clear.  When  a  tribunal,  no  matter  whether 
in  England  or  a  foreign  country,  has  to  determine  between  two 
parties,  and  between  them  only,  the  decision  of  that  tribunal, 
though  in  general  binding  between  the  parties  and  privies,  does 
not  affect  the  rights  of  third  parties,  and  if  in  execution  of  the 
judgment  of  such  a  tribunal  process  issues  against  the  property 
of  one  of  the  litigants,  and  some  particular  thing  is  sold  as  being 
his  property,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  any  third  person  setting 
up  his  claim  to  that  thing,  for  the  tribunal  neither  had  jurisdic- 
tion to  determine,  nor  did  determine,  anything  more  than  that 
the  litigant's  property  should  be  sold,  and  did  not  do  more  than 
sell  the  litigant's  interest,  if  any,  in  the  thing.  All  proceedings 
in  the  courts  of  common  law  in  England  are  of  this  nature,  and 
it  is  every  day's  experience  that  where  the  sheriff,  under  ^  fieri 
facias  against  A.,  has  sold  a  particular  chattel,  B.  may  set  up  his 
claim  to  that  chattel,  either  against  the  sheriff  or  the  purchaser 
from  the  sheriff.  And  if  this  'may  be  done  in  the  courts  of  the 
country  in  which  the  judgment  was  pronounced,  it  follows  of 
course  that  it  may  be  done  in  a  foreign  country.  But  when  the 
tribunal  has  jurisdiction  to  determine  not  merely  on  the  rights 

>  Hudson  v.  Guestier,  4  Cranch,  298. 
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of  the  parties,  bnt  also  ou  the  disposition  of  the  thing,  and  does 
in  the  exercise  of  that  jurisdiction  direct  that  the  thing,  and  not 
merely  the  interest  of  any  particular  party  in  it,  be  sold  or  trans- 
ferred, the  case  is  very  different. 

^'  It  is  not  essential  that  there  should  be  an  actual  adjudica- 
tion on  the  status  of  the  thing.  Our  courts  of  admiralty,  when 
property  is  attached  and  in  their  hands,  on  a  proper  case  being 
shown  that  it  is  perishable,  order  (for  the  benefit  of  all  parties 
concerned)  that  it  shall  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  paid  into  court, 
to  abide  the  event  of  the  litigation.  It  is  almost  essential  to  justice? 
that  such  a  power  should  exist  in  every  case  where  property,  at 
all  events  perishable  property,  is  detained.     ♦    *    ♦    ♦ 

*'  We  may  observe  that  the  words  as  to  an  action  being  in 
rem  or  in  persofumi^  and  the  common  statement  that  the  one  is 
binding  on  third  pei*6ons  and  the  other  not,  are  apt  to  be  used  by 
English  lawyers  without  attaching  any  very  definite  meaning  to 
those  phrases.  We  apprehend  the  true  principle  to  be  that  indi- 
cated in  the  first  part  of  the  preceding  section  quoted  from  Story. 
We  think  the  inquiry  is,  first,  whether  the  subject  matter  was  so 
situated  as  to  be  withii^  the  lawful  control  of  the  State  under  the 
authority  of  which  the  court  sits ;  and,  secondly,  whether  the 
sovereign  authority  of  that  State  has  conferred  on  the  court  jur- 
isdiction to  decide  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  thing,  and  the 
-court  has  acted  within  its  jurisdiction.  If  these  conditions  are 
fulfilled,  the  adjudication  is  conclusive  against  all  the  world.'" 

§  488.  Proceedings  also  by  creditors  against  the  personal 
property  of  the  debtor,  in  the  hands  of  third  persons,  or  against 
debts  due  to  him  by  such  third  persons  (commonly  called  the 
process  of  foreign  attachnients,  or  garnishment,  or  trustee 
process),  are  in  some  sense  proceedings  in  rem.^  and  are  deemed 
entitled  to  the  same  consideration.'  But  in  this  class  of  cases  it 
must  be  especially  understood  that  to  make  any  judgment 
effectual,  the  court  must-  possess  and  exercise  a  rightful  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  Res^  and  also  over  the  person  ;  at  least,  so  far  as  the 
Res  is  concerned ;  otherwise  it  will  be  disregarded.     And  if  the 

»  Castrique  v.  Imrie,  L.  R.  4  Eng.      Hull  v.  Blake.  18  Mass.  168;  McDaniel 
*  It.  App.  427-9.  Hughes,  8  Ea8t,8d7 ;  Phillips  v.  Hunter, 

'  Holmes  ▼.  RemseD,  20  Johns.  229;     2  H.  BI.  402. 
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jurisdiction  over  the  Res  be  well  founded,  but  not  over  the  per- 
son except  as  to  the  lies^  the  judgment  will  not  be  either  con> 
elusive  or  binding  upon  the  party  inpersonamy  although  it  maj 
be  in  rem}  In  all  these  cases  the  same  principle  prevails,  that 
the  judgment  acting  in  rem,  shall  be  held  conclusive  upon  the 
title,  and  the  transfer  and  disposition  of  the  property  itself,  ia 
whatever  place  the  same  property  may  afterwards  be  found,  and 
by  whomsoever  the  latter  may  be  qnestioned  ;  and  whether  it  be 
directly  or. incidentally  brought  in  question,*  and  is  a  complete 
protection  to  the  garnishee,  against  the  original  creditor.  In 
these  cases,  as  in  cases  of  domestic  judgments  in  rem^  the  judg- 
ment is  conclusive  upon  the  title,  transfer  and  disposition  of  the 
lies^  wherever  it  may  afterwards  be  found,  and  by  whomsoever 
questioned,  whether  directly  or  incidentally  brought  in  question. 

§  489.  Foreign  judgments  in  peraona/m  di£Eer  somewhat  in 
their  conclusive  effect  from  those  we  have  just  disposed  of. 
The  principle  that  that  which  has  been  opce  settled  by  litigation 
shall  not  again  be  litigated,  applies  to  some,  extent  to  foreign 
judgments.  A  question  settled  abroad  by  courts  of  competent 
jurisdiction  between  actual  parties,  after  trial,  will  not  be  subject 
to  any  further  litigation  between  the  same  parties.  The  pre- 
sumption naturally  arises  that  all  the  defenses  which  the  losing^ 
party  has,  were  made  and  were  unavailable.  *^  Interest  reipvblicae 
resjvdicatus  nori  rescindV^* 

§  490.  There  is  a  wide  distinction  between  the  effect  of  a 
foreign  judgment  when  the  plaintiff  seeks  to  make  the  judgment 
the  basis  of  a  judgment  in  another  sovereignty  than  that  in 
which  the  judgment  was  rendered  and  when  the  party  against 
whom  it  was  rendered  seeks  to  avail  himself  of  such  prior 
foreign  judgment  as  a  defense  to  an  action  upon  the  original 
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canse  as  a  plea  in  bar  exceptio  rei  judioatae.  A  foreign  judgment 
when  presented  to  a  domestic  court  by  the  party  in  whose  favor 
it  was  rendered,  as  the  ground-work  for  a  domestic  judgment, 
may  be  impeached  by  the  party  against  whom  it  was  rendered, 
upon  the  ground  of  the  incompetency  of  the  court  rendering  it 
for  want  of  jurisdiction  or  the  gross  injustice  of  tlie  judgment  on 
international  principles.  But  when  the  party  against  whom  the 
judgment  is  rendered  pleads  that  the  plaintiff  on  the  same  cause 
of  action  has  already  prosecuted  him  or  his  property  to  judgment 
in  a  foreign  land,  it  is  a  principle  of  natural  justice  that  the 
plaintifiE  having  thus  elected  his  tribunal,  be  it  competent  or 
incompetent,  and  having  pressed  the  action  to  judgment  upon 
the  defendant's  appearance,  should  be  estopped  ^o  tcunio  from 
vexing  the  defendant  elsewhere  on  the  same  cause  of  action. 
^^  Nemo  dd>e6  his  vexari  {H  constat  curias  quod  sit!)  pro  una  et 
eadem  cattsa.^^  This  principle  is  of  universal  application  to  all 
judgments,  and  is  applied  not  only  to  domestic  judgments  but  to 
judgments  of  other  states,*  on  the  ground  of  merger,  provided  the 
court  had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter  and  the  parties  were 
properly  brought  before  it ;  but  where  there  is  no  jurisdiction 
in  personam^  there  can  be  no  merger.* 

§  491.  Where  the  final  judgment  of  a  foreign  court  has  adju- 
dicated a  certain  sum  to  be  due  from  one  person  to  another,  a 
legal  obligation  arises  to  pay  that  sum,  which  may  be  enforced 
by  an  action  in  the  courts  of  this  countiy.  The  judgment,  not 
being  matter  of  record  in  this  country,  the  debt  here  created  is  a 
simple  contract  debt.'    It  is  conclusive  upon  the  merits  of  the 
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matter  adjudicated  upon,  both  in  law  and  fact,  cooseqaentlj  do 
defense  can  be  raised  which  was  open  to  the  party  in  the  origi- 
nal suit.  Kor  the  pendenoj  of  the  judgment  on  appeal,  or  the 
pendency  of  an  action  in  a  foreign  tribunal  at  the  time  of  the 
action  in  this  country.*  Judgments  in  foreign  coarts  are  not 
upon  the  same  footing  as  judgment-s  in  our  own  courts  of  record. 
They  do  not  bar  or  stay  an  action  ex  contractu.*  But  judgment 
recovered  in  a  foreign  court,  and  payment  of  the  sum  recovered, 
is  a  good  bar  to  the  same  cause  of  action.' 

§  492.  The  judgment  must  be  conclusive  where  it  is  pro- 
nounced.* The  point  must  clearly  appear  to  have  been  decided. 
If  the  proceedings  are  so  defective  that  this  cannot  be  ascertained, 
the  judgment  is  not  conclusive.*  It  may  be  avoided  by  showing 
want  of  jurisdiction  over  the  person  of  the  defendant,  as  that  he 
was  a  foreigner,  and  not  resident  within  or  amenable  to  the  jur- 
isdiction.*    Or  by  showing  a  want  of  jurisdiction  over  the  sub- 
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ject  matter,'  and  by  showing  that  the  conrt  decided  according  to 
a  rule  of  law  which  is  not  recognized  by  any  other  country  of 
the  civilized  world.  Or  that  the  proceedings  wore  contrary  to 
natural  law."  May  also  plead  that  it  was  obtained  by  fraud*  and 
the  plaintiff  may  show,  where  the  defendant  is  seeking  to  avail 
himself  of  the  judgment,  as  a  bar  to  an  action  against  him,  that 
the  defendant  was  not  served  in  the  foreign  action,  and  therefore 
it  is  a  nullity.^  Or  that  the  claim  sued  on  was  not  included  in 
the  foreign  suit  whose  judgment  is  pleaded  in  bar.*  Or  where 
the  same  defense  was  pleaded,  that  it  had  been  adjudicated.  A 
court  will  not  presume  the  existence  of  a  debt  or  legal  obligation 
by  reason  of  a  foreign  judgment,  as  of  the  Queen's  Bench,  in 
Canada — where  the  person  sought  to  be  charged  has  not  been 
offered  an  opportunity  to  make  defense,  unless  every  fact  neces- 
sary to  authorize  the  foreign  tribunal,  under  the  laws  of  the 
place,  to  render  such  judgment,  is  made  to  appear  affirmatively.* 

§  493.  A  foreign  judgment  is  conclusive  in  an  action  hero 
involving  the  same  subject  matter,  so  as  to  prevent  a  re-trial  on 
the  merits.  But  the  jurisdiction  of  the  foreign  court,  its  power 
over  the  parties,  and  the  matters  in  controversy,  may  be  inquired 
into;  and  it  may  be  impeached  for  fraud,  but  if  it  is  not 
impeached  it  is  conclusive,  and  it  is  conclusive  to  show  by  way  of 
defense  that  thu  subject  matter  has  once  passed  in  rem  judica- 
i/um,''    In  regard  to  jtidgmenU  in  personam  which  are  sought  to 
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be  enforced  by  a  suit  in  a  foreign  tribunal,  there  has  certainly 
been  no  inconsiderable  flactnation  of  opinion  in  the  English 
courts  upon  this  subject.  It  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  in  such 
cases,  the  foreign  judgments  dkVe  prima  facie  evidence  to  sustaia 
the  action,  and  are  to  bo  deemed  right  until  the  contrary  is  estab- 
lished ;'  they  may  be  avoided  if  they  are  founded  in  fraud  or  are 
pronounced  by  a  court  not  having  any  competent  jurisdiction 
over  the  cause,  and  this  is  the  American  doctrine.'  In  England, 
foreign  judgments  are  treated  as  judgments  of  courts  of  record, 
in  so  far,  that  they  are  not  examinable  upon  the  merits/  except 
under  peculiar  circumstances.  Their  courts  do  not  recognize  as 
conclusive  the  judgment  of  a  foreign  court  which  has  been 
fraudulently  obtained.     On  such  a  judgment  a  plea  of  fraud  is 
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a  good  defense.  But  the  fraud  must  have  been  on  the  part  of 
one  of  the  parties ;  and  must  have  been  committed  before  the 
court  itself,  at  the  trial  of  the  cause ;  if  committed  prior  to  the 
hearing  of  the  case,  it  is  not  sufficient.' 

§  494.  The  rule  as  to  foreign  judgments  rests  upon  con- 
aiderations  of  comity,  and  though  treated  -  by  our  courts,  '  in 
respect  to  their  conclusiveness,  as  entitled  to  the  same 
weight  as  judgments  of  our  own  country,  (yet  no  authority 
has  been  furnished  holding  that  a  foreign  judgment)  to  the 
same  extent  as  a  domestic  judgment,  extinguishes  the  con-, 
tract  debt.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  decided,  in  a  num- 
ber of  well  considered  adjudications,  that  the  original  debt 
is  not  merged,  and  that  the  judgment  may  be  used  as  evidence, 
either  by  the  plaintiff  or  defendant,  without  a  formal  allegation 
in  the  pleadings.  "  There  is  some  uncertainty  concerning  some 
of  the  effects  of  a  foreign  judgment.  But  there  is  none  as  to 
this  particular.  It  does  not  operate  as  a  merger  of  the  original 
cause  of  action.  The  fact  that  assumpsit  lies  on  a  foreign  judg- 
ment is  decisive  that  the  demand  has  not  passed  into  a  security 
of  a  higher  nature,  so  as  to  operate  as  a  technical  merger."'  And 
when  it  becomes  necessary  to  enforce  them  in  England,  the 
plaintiff  has  his  option  to  resort  to  the  original  cause  of  action, 
or  may  bring  suit  on  the  judgment.  But  if  it  settles  the  whole 
oontroversy  between  the  parties  it  ought  to  be  held  conclusive. 

§  495.  There  has  been  some  considerable  diversity  of  judicial 
opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  a  foreign  judgment.  While  there  is  but 
little  doubt  that  any  judgment  may  be  impeached  for  want  of 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  over  the  parties  or  the  subject  matter, 
jet  where  there  is  jurisdiction  the  judgment  is  as  conclusive  on 
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the  merits  as  domestic  jadgments,  and  cannot  be  assailed  by  any 
defense  that  would  have  been  admissible  in  the  original  foreign 
action.'  It  was  stated  in  one  case,  that  several  pleas  were 
pleaded  to  show  that  justice  had  not  been  done  the  defendant  in 
the  foreign  action.  This  is  never  to  be  presumed,  but  the  con- 
trary principle  holds,  unless  we  see  in  the  clearest  light  that  the 
foreign  law  or  at  least  some  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  foreiga 
court  are  repugnant  to  natural  justice,  and  this  has  often  been 
made  the  subject  of  inquiry  in  our  courts.  But  it  steers  clear  of 
the  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  case  upon  the  facts  found  ;  for 
whatever  constituted  a  defense  in  that  court  ought  to  ha/m  been 
pleaded  there^^  Were  it  otherwise,  the  parties  in  such  new 
action  could  then  try  the  case  on  new  facts  and  new  laws ;  and 
even  keeping  out  of  view  that  in  independent  sovereignties 
distinct  systems  of  law  prevail,  it  is  probable  that  in  many  cases 
opposite  results  would  be  reached,  even  on  the  same  legal  basis. 
A  domestic  court,  for  instance,  in  a  particular  action  decides  an 
issue  for  the  plaintiff,  in  face  of  a  foreign  judgment  to  the  con- 
trary. Either  the  defendant's  property  or  person  subsequently 
coming  into  the  defendant's  court,  the  defendant  sues  the  plaintiff 
on  the  same  cause  of  action  and  there  recovera  ;  and  so  on  as  long 
as  either  party  has  anything  in  the  other  country  which  could  be 
attached  In  this  view,  just  so  far  as  the  piinciple  is  applied,  is 
business  intercourse  between  the  countries  suspended,  aud  the 
shock  is  one  that  effects  the  subject  equally  with  the  foreigner. 
Each  suffers  equally  from  the  failure  to  recognize  as  authoritative 
the  judicial  action  of  a  foreign  state.  The  only  safe  course  is  to 
fall  back  on  what  is  one  of  the  fundamental  maxims  of  the 
Roman  Law  :  ^^  lies  judicata  pro  veritate  accipitur.^^  It  is  no 
bar  to  an  action  on  a  judgment  in  j)erson<im  of  a  foreign  court 
having  jurisdiction   over  the  parties  and  cause,  that  the  foreign 
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tribunal  has  put  an  erroneous  construction  on  a  foreign  contract. 
The  question  arose  in  an  action,  on  a  judgment  of  a  French  court 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  matter,  to  which  there  was  a  plea 
setting  out  the  judgment,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  action 
was  for  a  breach  bj  the  ship-owner  of  a  charter-party,  made  in 
England,  in  which  was  a  clause  :  "  Penalty  for  the  non-perform- 
ance of  this  agreement,  estimated  amount  of  freight,"  and  that 
the  court  had  treated  this  clause  (contrary  to  English  law)  as 
fixing  the  amount  of  damages  recoverable,  and  had  given  judg- 
men  accordingly  for  the  amount  of  the  freight.  The  record 
showed  that  both  parties  had  appeared  and  been  heard  before  the 
judgment  had  been  rendered,  and  that  no  objection  was  made  by 
the  defendant  to  the  mode  of  assessing  damages.  It  was  held 
that  the  defendant  could  not  set  up  as  an  excuse  for  not  paying 
the  amount  recovered  by  such  foreign  judgment,  having  juris- 
diction over  him  and  the  cause,  that  the  judgment  proceeded  on 
a  mistake  as  to  the  English  law,  which  was  really  a  question  of 
fact,  and  that  it  made  no  difference  that  the  error  appeared  on 
the  face  of  the  proceedings.  For  the  reason  that  the  French 
court  could  only  be  informed  of  foreign  law  by  evidence ;  and 
the  defendant,  having  neglected  to  bring  the  English  law  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  French  court,  could  not  impeach  the  judg- 
ment rendered  against  him  on  the  ground  of  error  as  to  that 
law.'  In  addition  to  the  defense  of  want  of  jurisdiction,  a 
foreign  judgment  may  be  contested  on  ground  of  fraud  in  its 
concoction,*  or  of  incurable  defectiveness  in  its  terms,*  or  gross 
violation  of  justice,  as  where  one  of  the  parties  was  judge,*  or  for 
non-identity  of  subject  matter  or,  for  any  vioktion  in  the  process,* 
or  the  principles  of  international  law.* 

The  Court  of  Queens  Bench,  in  a  question  on  a  foreign  judg- 
ment, said :  ''  Now  on  this  we  think  some  things  are  quite  clear 
on  principle.     If  the  defendants  had  been  at  the   time  of  the 
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judgment  dtibjects  of  the  country  whose  jndgtnent  is  sotight  to 
be  enforced  against  them,  we  think  that  its  laws  would  have 
^und  them.  Again,  if  the  defendants  had  been  at  the  time 
when  the  snit  was  commenced  resident  in  the  country,  so  as  to 
liave  the  benefit  of  its  laws  protecting  them,  or  as  it  is  sometimes 
expressed,  owing  temporary  allegiance  to  that  country,  we  think 

that  its  laws  would  have  bound  them Again,  we  think  it 

clear, upon' principle,  that  if  a  person  selected,  as  plaintiff,  the 
tribunal  of  a  foreign  country  as  the  one  in  which  he  would  sac,  he 
could  not  afterwards  say  that  the  judgment  of  that  tribanal  was 
not  binding  upon  him."' 

§  496.  The  general  doctrine  maintained  by  American  confts 
i«,  that  when  a  foreign  judgment  comes  incidentally  in  question, 
as  where  it  id  the  foundation  of  a  right  or  title  derived  under  it, 
and  the  like,  it  is  conclusive."  They  are  considered  as  simple 
contract  debts,  and  the  limitations  of  actions  thereon  are  the 
same.'  They  do  not  merge  the  original  cause  of  action,  and 
cannot  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  an  action  founded  thereon.*  There 
can  be  but  little  doubt  but  that  payments  made,  powers  exer- 
cised, or  sales  effected,  or  other  final  acts  accomplished,  under 
the  direction  of  a  foreign  tribunal,  may  be  valid,  when  the 
decree  nnder  which  they  take  place  is  erroneous  or  even  void. 
Thus,  a  payment  by  a  garnishee,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
of  the  court,  by  which  he  has  been  attached,  will  be  a  bar  in 
any  subsequent  snit  against  him  for  the  debt,  whether  the 
proceedings  took  place  in  a  domestic  or  foreign  tribunal ;  whether 
they  were  or- were  not  conclusive  as  regards  other  parties  to  the 
action,  for  the  simple  reason  that  a  payment  made  in  good  faith 
and  by  compulsion  of  law  exonerates  the  person  wIk)  makes  it 
from  all  further  responsibility,  and  remits  those  entitled  to  the 
fund   to  an  action   against  the   person  by    whom  it   has   been 
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received."  Whenever  a  foreign  judgment  comes  incidentaU/y 
in  question  it  is  as  conclnsive  as  where  it  is  used  as  the  forinda- 
tion  of  a  title  derived  under  it,  or  to  show  that  the  subject  mat* 
ter  of  the  action  has  once  passed  in  rem  judicatwm^  or  is  intfo- 
duced  by  a  guarantor  as  a  defense,  in  order  to  show  that  his  prin* 
cipal  was  not  liable,  or  is  relied  on  by  the  garnishee  in  a  foreign 
attachment,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  himself  against  the 
claims  of  his  original  creditors,  or  by  the  underwriter,  in  a  policy 
•of  insurance,  to  show  a  breach  of  warranty  on  the  part  of  the 
insured,  in  an  action  upon  the  policy,  or  by  a  party  to  justify 
himself  for  acts  done  by  virtue  of  it.  But  whenever  a  judgment 
is  rendered  without  jurisdiction  it  is  void,  and  is  treated  as  a 
nullity,  whether  it  comes  directly  or  collaterally  in  question."  But 
a  foreign  judgment  will  not  be  an  estoppel  in  this  country,  if  it 
does  not  appear  to  be  final  aqd  conclusive  as  an  estoppel  in  the 
•country  where  it  was  pronounced.'  Lord  Ellenborough  said 
there  might  be  such  glaring  injustice  on  the  face  of  a  foreign 
judgment,  or  it  might  have  a  vice  rendering  it  so  ludicrous  that 
it  could  not  rMse  an  assumpsit,  and  if  submitted  to  the  courts  of 
this  country  could  not  be  enforced.  In  another  case,  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  said  :  "  Whenever  it  is  manifest  that  justice  has  been 
disregarded,  and  that  the  parties  are  merely  making  use  of  the 
legal  proceedings  as  a  matter  of  form,  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
that  which  is  contrary  to  all  notions  of  justice,  namely,  of  decid- 
ing for  themselves  and  in  their  own  favor,  the  court  is  bound  to 
treat  their  decision  as  a  matter  of  no  value  or  substance  ;"^  and 
if  a  judgment  is  rendered  against  a  defendant  who,  it  appears, 
has  not  been  served  with  process,  or  had  any  notice  of  the  suit 
other  than  a  personal  one,  nor  had  any  opportunity  of  defending 
the  action,  such  a  judgment  would  not  be  enforced  by  any  court.* 

§  497.  A  decree  of  a  court  of  chancery  in  England,  dismiss- 
ing a  bill  filed  by  an  administrator  against  an  executor,  is  no  bar 
to  a  like  suit  in  the  United  States,  between  the  same  parties  upon 
the  same  title  with  respect  to  American  assets.*    Lord  Karnes  in 
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1x18  work  on  equity  says :  "  A  foreign  decree,  which,  by  dismiss- 
ing the  claim,  affords  an  exoepHo  rei  judicata  against  it,  enjoya 
a  more  extensive  privilege.  We  not  only  presume  it  to  be  just^ 
bnt  will  not  admit  of  any  evidence  of  its  being  nnjnst.  A  decree 
dismissing  a  claim,  may,  it  is  true,  be  unjust,  as  well  as  a  decree 
sustaining  it.  Bnt  they  differ  widely  in  one  capital  point ;  in 
declining  to  give  redress  against  a  decree  dismissing  a  claim,  the 
court  is  not  guilty  of  authorizing  injustice :  even  supposing  the 
decree  to  be  unjust,  the  utmost  that  can  be  said  is  that  the  court 
forbears  to  interpose  in  behalf  of  justice.  But  such  forbearance, 
instead  of  being  faulty,  is  highly  meritorious  in  every  case  where 
private  justice  clashes  with  public  utility.  The  case  is  very  dif- 
ferent with  respect  to  a  decree  sustaining  the  claim ;  for  to  award 
execution  upon  a  foreign  decree,  without  admitting  any  objection 
against  it,  would  be,  for  aught  the  court  can  know,  to  support  and 
promote  injustice."*  So,  a  judgment  of  an  English  court,  dismiss- 
ing a  bill  in  equity  for  an  injunction,  to  prevent  the  defendant 
from  using  the  term,  "  Worcestershire  Sauce,"  as  a  trade-mark,  is  a 
bar  to  a  like  bill  by  the  same  plaintiff  against  an  agent  of  the  same 
defendant  in  this  country.'  But  where  a  court  of  a  foreign  coun- 
try, in  which  a  person  died  domiciled,  decides  that  A.  was  enti- 
tled to  inherit  the  deceased  person's  property,  the  probate  court 
in  England  was  held  bound  by  the  judgment  as  to  the  statics  of 
A.,  in  allowing  him  to  contest  a  will  made  by  the  deceased,  dis- 
posing of  property  in  England.* 

§  498.  Whenever  a  court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  mat- 
ter and  of  the  parties,  it  is  a  settled  rule  of  law  that  it  may  pro- 
ceed to  adjudge  the  matters  in  controversy  between  the  parties, 
and  render  a  judgment  which,  until  reversed  by  an  appellate 
court,  is  conclusive  upon  the  parties  and  their  privies.  There  is 
also  another  rule  of  law  that  is  unquestioned — that  a  judgment 
merges  the  cause  of  action,  and  that  no  action  can  thereafter  be 
brought  upon  the  same  cause,  but  it  must  be  upon  the  judgment. 
Under  these  rules  there  can  be  no  reason  why  a  judgment  between 
the  parties  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  rendered  in  a 
foreign  country  should  not  have  the  same  force  and  effect.  There 

» Eames  Eq.  865.  '  Doglioni  v.  Crispin,  L.  R  1  K 

*  Lea  V.  Deakin,  11  Bias.  28.  L.  C.  801. 


Foreign  Judgments. 


697 


is  every  reason  why  snch  a  judgment  should  be  received  as  con- 
•elusive  evidence.  It  therefore  may  be  stated  that  the  rule  upon 
principle  is,  that  a  foreign  judgment,  if  the  court  had  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  subject  matter,  and  the  parties  were  regularly  brought 
before  it,  is  conclusive  and  merges  the  original  cause  of  action/ 

§  499.  An  adjudication  upon  the  title  to  land  by  a  tribunal 
■acting  under  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  State  where  the  land 
is  necessarily  situated  is  from  the  nature  of  the  action  beyond  the 
reach  of  revision  by  foreign  tribunals  when  originally  pro- 
nounced,' and  will  continue  so,  though  the  land  be  turned  into 
money,  and  the  proceeds  taken  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
<;ourts  of  another  country.*  No  judicial  decision  can  be  valid 
unless  the  court  has  the  authority  necessary  for  the  determination 
of  the  cause  and  the  parties  are  subject  to  the  authority  of  the 
•court.  The  obligations  of  foreign  judgments  are  founded  solely 
upon  comity,  and  are  held  strictly  to  those  principles  of  natural 
justice  and  international  law  in  which  that  comity  has  its  origin.* 
A  judgment  rendered  in  j)ersonam  in  one  sovereignty  may  always 
be  successfully  disputed  in  another  by  showing  that  the  party 
was  not  amenable  to  the  authority  of  the  court,  if  he  was  the 
•court  did  not  take  the  proper  steps  to  exercise  its  authority  over 
his  person  by  the  service  of  process  or  giving  him  notice  of  the 
pendency  of  the  action,  and  the  necessity  of  coming  forward  to 
make  a  defense. 

'^  A  defendant  may  defeat  the  effect  of  a  foreign  judgment 
by  pleading  and  proving,  that  in  the  court  from  which  it  pro- 
ceeded no  suit  can  be  instituted  without  issuing  process,  and  yet 
that  he  was  never  arrested,  or  served  with,  or  had  notice,  or 
knowledge  of,  any  process  at  the  suit  of  the  plaintiff  for  the 
eause  of  action  upon  which  the  judgment  was  recovered,  and 
that  he  had  never  appeared  thereto  ;  for  the  common  justice  of 


*  Lewis  T.  Wilder,  4  La.  Anp.  574 
Lazier  t.  Westcott,  26  N.  Y.  152 
Jooefi  ▼.  Jamison.  15  La.  Ann.  85 
»IcQilvary  v.  Avery,  80  Vt.  588 
Ricardo  ▼.  Garcias,  12  Gl.  &  F.  868 
Bank  v.  Nias,  16  Q.  B.  717;  Hender 
flon  V.  Henderson,  6  Q.  B.  288;  Rei 
mers  v.  Bruce,  28  Beav.  149;  Van 
queUn  v.  Bouard,  16  C.  B.  N.  S.  341 


Scott  V.  Pilkington,  2  B.  &  8.  11; 
Bank  v.  Harding,  5  Ohio,  545;  Caa- 
trique  v.  Imrie,  L.  li.  4  H.  L.  444; 
Bank  v.  Harding,  9  C.  B.  661. 

•  Story's  Conflict  Laws,  §  463. 

'  Monroe  v.  Douglass,  4  Sand.  Oh. 
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all  nations  requires  that  no  coodemnation  should  be  pronounced 
behind  the  back  of  a  man,  who  has  had  no  opportunity  to  appear 
and  defend  his  interest,  either  personally  or  by  his  proper  rep- 
resentatives."' 

Foster,  J.,  refers  to  a  very  old  precedent  in  6ttppoi*t  of  thia 
doctrine,'  "  J  have  heard  it  observed  by  a  very  learned  man," 
say  he,  ^' that  even  God,  himself,  did  not  pass  sentence  upon 
Adam  before  he  was  called  upon  to  make  his  defense.  ^Adam,'^ 
says  Ood,  ^  where  art  thou  t  ^ast  thou  eaten  of  the  tree  whereof 
I  commanded  thee  that  thou  shouldest  not  eat  ?'  And  the  same 
question  was  put  to  Eve,  also."  The  above  passage,  though 
somewhat  irreverent,  appears  to  be  in  favor  with  the  judges.  It 
was  cited  with  approbation  by  Maule,  J.,'  and  by  Byles,  J.* 


>  Ferguson  v.  Mahon,  11  Add.  & 
£1. 179;  Buchanan  v.  Rucker,  1  Camp. 
63;  Cavan  t.  Stewart,  1  Stark.  525; 
Houlditch  V.  Donegal,  8  Bligh  (N.  S.) 
838;  Rex  v.  Abp.  of  Canterbury,  2S 
L.  J.  Q.  3. 154;  Valine  v.  Dumerque, 
4  Exch.  290;  Brook,  in  re,  16  C.  B. 
(N.  S.)  403;  Sawyer  v.  Ins.  Co.'.  12 
Mass.  291;  Bradstreet  v.  Ins.  Co.,  8 
8umn.  600;  Magoun  v.  Ins.  Co.,  1 
Story,  157;  Rangeley  v.  Webster,  11 
N.  H.  299;  Wernwag  v.  Pawling,  5 
G.  &  J.  500;  Bissell  v.  Briggs,  9  Mass. 
462;  Commonwealth  v.  Breen,  17 
Mass.  515 ;  Woodward  v.  Tremere,  6 
Pick.  854;  Hull  v.  Williams,  6  Pick. 
232;  Shumway  v.  Stillman,  4  Cowen, 
292;  Holt  V.  Alloway,  2  Blackf.  108; 
Field  V.  Gibbs,  Peters  C.  C.  155; 
Lincoln  v.  Tower,  2  McLean,  473; 
Gleason  v.  Dodd,  4  Mete.  833;  Steel 
V.  Smith,  7  W.  &  S.  447;  Davis  v. 
Connelly,  4  B.  Mon.  136;  Bank  v.  But- 
man,  29  Me.  19;  Kittridge  v.  Emmer- 
fion,  15  N.  H  227;  Moulin  v.  Ins.  Co., 
24  N.  J.  L.  222;  Smith  v.  Smith,  17 
111.  482;  Rae  v.  Hulbert,  17  111.  572; 
Black  y.  Black,  4  Bradf.  174;  Judkins 
y.  Union  Co.,  37  N.  H.  470;  Rape  v. 
Heaton,  9  Wis.  328;  Brasswell  v. 
Downs,  11  Florida,  62;  Folger  r.  Ins. 


Co.,  99  Mass.  267.  Post,  Judgmenta 
of  other  States.  Aldrich  v.  Kinney,  4 
Conn.  880;  Denison  t.  Hyde,  6  Conn 
606;  FentoQ  y.  Garlick,  8  Johns.  194 
Shumway  y.  Stillman,  6  Wend.  447 
FuUerton  v.  Horton,  11  Vt.  425;  Wat 
son  V.  Bank,  4  Mete.  348;  Pritchett  v 
Pope,  8  Ala  552;  Bimeler  v.  Dawson, 
4  111.  536;  Welch  v.  Sykes.  8  lU.  197 
Wilson  y.  Jackson,  10  Mo.  829 
Thompson  v.  Emmert.  15  111.  416 
Rogers  y.  Rogers,  15  B.  Mon.  864 
Bissell  y.  Wheelock,  11  Cush.  277 
Hindman  y.  Mackell,  8  la.  170;  Boj' 
Ian  V.  Whitney,  8  Ind.  140;  Norwood 
y.  Cobb,  15  Tex.  500;  Kane  y.  Cook,  a 
Cal.  449;  Carleton  y.  Bickford,  13 
Gray,  591;  Batzell  y.  Noster,  1  la. 
588;  Norwood  y.  Cobb,  24  Tex.  551; 
Warren  y.  McCarthy,  25  111.  95;  Sim 
y.  Frank,  25  111.  125;  Lawrence  y. 
Jarvis,  32  111.  804;  Pollard  y.  Bald- ' 
win,  22  la.  828;  Bumham  y,  Webster 
1  W.  &  M.  178. 

•Bentley'S  Case,  Fortescue,  202; 
1  Str.  557;  Andr.  176;  2  Ld.  Raym. 
1384. 

»  Abbey  y.  Dale,  10  Com.  B.  62. 

*  Cooper  y.  Bd.  of  Works,  14  Com 
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§  500.  In  regard  to  marriages^  the  general  principle  is,  that 
between  persons  sui  juris,  marriage  is  ^to  be  decided  by  the  law 
of  the  place  where  it  is  celebrated.  If  valid  there,  it  is  valid 
everywhere.  It  has  a  legal  ubiquity  of  obligation.  If  invalid 
there,  it  is  invalid  everywhere.*  The  most  prominent,  if  not  the 
only  known  exceptions  to  this  rule,  are  marriages  involving 
polygamy  and  incest;  those  prohibited  by  the  public  law  of  a 
country  from  motives  of  policy  ;  and  those  celebrated  in  foreign 
contries  by  subjects  entitling  themselves,  under  special  circum- 
stances, to  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  their  own  country.'  As  to 
sentences  confirming  marriages,  some  English  jurists  seem  dis- 
posed to  concur  with  those  of  Scotland  and  America,  in  giving 
to  them  the  same  conclusiveness,  force  and  effect.  If  it  were 
not  so,  as  Lord  Hardw^cke  observed,  the  rights  of  mankind  would 
be  very  precarious.  But  others,  conceding  that  a  judgment  of  a 
third  country,  on  the  validity  of  a  marriage  not  within  its 
territories,  nor  had  between  subjects  of  that  country,  would  be 
entitled  to  credit  and  attention,  deny  that  it  would  be  universally 
binding.* 

§  501.  The  first  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  declares  that  ''  full  faith  and  credit 
shall  be  given  in  each  state  to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial 
proceedings  of  every  other  state."  "  The  language,"  says  Mr. 
Justice  Story,*  "  is  positive  and  declaratory  and  imports  that  it  is  ' 
intended  to  give  them  a  more  conclusive  efficiency  than  foreign 
judgments  of  tribunals  outside  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they 
shall  be  as  conclusive  as  domestic  judgments.  If  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  be  established,  the  judgment  shall  be  conclusive  as  to 
its  merits.  By  the  long  established  rules  of  common  law,  both 
in  England  and  America,  foreign  judgments  were  prima  facie 
evidence  of  their  own  correctness.  They  might  be  impugned 
for  their  injustice  or  irregularity  ;  but  they  were  admitted  to  be 

'  Story's  Confl.  Laws,  §  .499,  604.  »  Roach  v.  Garvan,  1  Ves.  Sr.    157; 

594;  MorreU  V.  Dickey,  1  John.  Ch.  Story's  Confl.  Laws,  §§595,  596;  Bin- 

153;    Kraft  v.   Wickey,  4    G.   &  J.  clair  v.   Sinclair,  1  Hagg.  Consist.  R. 

882;   Dixon   y.  Ramsay,  8  Cranch,  294;  Scrimshire  v.  Scrimshiie,  2  Hagg. 

819.  Consist.  R.  895. 

'  Story's  Confl.    Laws,   §§  80,  81,  «  Story's  Commentaries  on  the  Coo- 
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a  good  ground  of  action  here,  and  stood  firm  until  impeached  and 
overthrown  by  corapeteftt  evidence,  introduced  by  the  adverse 
party.  It  is  hardly  conceivable,  that  so  much  solicitude  should 
have  been  exhibited  to  introduce,  as  betw^n  confederated 
states,  much  less  between  states  united  under  the  same  national 
government,  a  clause  nearly  affirmative  of  an  established  rule  of 
law,  and  not  denied  to  the  humblest  or  most  distant  foreign 
nation.  It  was  hardly  supposable,  that  the  states  would  deal  less 
favorably  with  each  other  on  such  a  subject,  where  they  could 
not  but  have  a  common  interest,  than  with  foreigners.  A  motive 
of  a  higher  kind  must  have  directed  them  to  the  provision.  It 
must  have  been  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,**  and  to  give  to 
each  state  a  higher  security  and  confidence  in  the  others,  by 
attributing  a  superior  sanctity  and  conclusiveness  to  the  public 
acts  and  judicial  proceedings  in  all.  There  could  be  no  objection 
to  such  a  course — but  many  reasons  in  its  favor.  The  states 
were  united  in  an  indissoluble  bond  with  each  other.  The  com- 
mercial and  other  intercourse  with  each  other  would  be  con- 
sistent and  infinitively  de versified.  Credit  would  be  everywhere 
given  and  received,  and  rights  and  property  would  belong  to 
citizens  of  every  state,  in  many  other  states  than  that  in  which 
they  resided.  Under  such  circumstances  it  could  scarcely  consist 
with  the  peace  of  society,  or  with  the  interest  and  security  of 
individuals,  with  the  public  or  with  private  good  ;  that  questions 
and  titles,  once  deliberately  tried  in  one  state,  should  be  open  to 
litigation  again  and  again,  as  often  as  either  of  the  parties  or 
tbeir  privies,  should  remove  from  one  jurisdiction  to  another.  It 
would  occasion  infinite  injustice,  after  such  trial  and  decision 
again  to  open  and  re-examine  all  the  merits  of  the  case.  It  might 
be  done  at  a  distance  from  the  original  place  of  the  transaction, 
after  the  removal  or  death  of  the  witness,  or  the  loss  of  other  testi- 
mony ;  after  a  long  lapse  of  time,  and  under  circumstances  wholly 
unfavorable  to  a  just  understanding  of  the  case. 

§  502.  ^'  It  might  be  said,  that  the  judgment  was  unjust  upon 
the  merits,  or  erroneous  in  point  of  law.  If  this  was  true,  it 
would  furnish  no  ground  for  interference  ;  for  the  evils  of  a  new 
trial  would  be  greater  than  the  cure.  Every  such  judgment 
ought  to  be  presumed  to  be  correct,  and  founded  on  justice.  And 
what  security  is  there,  that  the  new  judgment,  upon  the  re-exami* 


Foreign  Judgments.  601 

atiouy  wonld  be  more  jast,  or  more  conformable  to  the  law,  than, 
the  first !  What  state  has  a  right  to  proclaim  that  the  judgments 
of  its  own  courts  are  better  founded  in  law  and  justice  than  those 
of  any  other  state  ?  The  evils  of  introducing  a  general  system  of 
re-examination  of  the  judicial  proceedings  of  other  states,  whose 
connections  are  so  intimate,  and  whose  rights  are  so  interwoven 
with  our  own,  would  far  outwefigh  any  supposable  benefits  from 
an  imagined  superior  justice  in  a  few  cases.  Such  must  have 
I  been  the  motives  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of  the 

I  United  States.    They  not  only  intended  to  give  faith  and  credit 

to  the  public  acts,  records  and  judicial  proceedings  of  each  of  the 
states,  such  as  belonged  to  those  of  foreign  nations  and  tribunals, 
but  to  give  them  full  faith  and  credit,  that  is,  to  attribute  to  them 
positive  and  absolute  verity,  so  that  they  cannot  be  contradicted, 
•or  the  truth  of  them  be  denied,  any  more  than  in  the  state  where 
they  originated.  The  act  of  May  26th,  1790,  ch.  39,  has  declared 
that  the  said  record  and  judicial  proceedings  authenticated  as  by 
the  act  provided  shall  have  such  faith  and  credit  given  them  in 
«very  court  within  the  United  States  as  they  have  by  law  or  usage 
in  the  courts  of  the  state  from  whence  such  records  are  or  shall 
be  taken,  so  that  when  such  records  are  authenticated  as  the  law 
provides,  it  gives  them  the  same  faith  and  credit  as  they  have  in 
the  state  from  which  they  are  taken.  If  a  judgment  is  conclu- 
sive in  the  state  where  it  is  pronounced,  it  is  equally  conclusive 
every  where.  If  re-examinablo  there,  it  is  open  to  the  same 
inquiries  in  every  other  state.  It  is  therefore  put  on  the  footing 
of  a  domestic  judgment.  But  this  does  not  prevent  an  inquiry 
into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  in  which  the  original  judgment 
was  given^  to  pronounce  it^  or  the  right  of  the  state  itsdf  to  exer- 
cise authority  over  the  person  or  Sfuhject  matter.  Whatever  plea 
wonld  be  good  to  a  suit  thereon  in  the  state  whei;e  rendered,  and 
none  other,  can  be  pleaded  in  any  other  court  in  a  sister  state  or 
of  the  United  States.' 

}  Hampton  V.  McCooDell,  8  Wheat,  yee,  7  Cranch,  481;   McElmoyle  v. 

-284;    Bank  v.  Wheeler,  28  Conn.  488:  Cohen.  18  Pet.  812;  Jacquettev.  Hug. 

Duvallv.  Pearson,  18  Md. 602;  Sage  v.  enon,  2  McL.  129;  Amdt  y.  Arndt» 

Harpending,  49  Barb.  166;  Hams  v.  15  Ohio,  88;  French  y.  Pease,  10  Kas. 

Hammond,  18  How.  P.  128;  Rathbone  61;  Paine  y.   Schenectady,  12  R.  L 
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§  503.  By  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  the  jadicial  determinations,  such  as  judgments^ 
sentences,  and  decrees  of  the  Marions  sister  States  of  the  United 
States,  are  invested  with  same  force  and  effect  in  every  other 
State  as  they  have  in  that  in  which  they  are  rendered,  and  they 
not  only  operate  by  way  of  estoppel,'  but  by  way  of  merger  to 
suits  brought  upon  the  original  cause  of  action,  but  they  must 
be  declared  on  in  debt  as  oMigation  of  record,  and  not  in  assump- 
sit.' They  have  all  the  presumptions  in  their  favor  which  exist 
and  are  accorded  in  the  case  of  domestic  judgments,  and  are 
absolutely  conclusive  of  the  facts  and  the  law,  unless  it  is  shown 
that  the  tribunal  in  which  they  were  rendered  exceeded  its  pow- 
ers in  taking  cognizance  of  the  cause,  or  that  the  parties  were 
not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  a  judgment  may 
be  impeached  in  another  State  by  showing  that  the  tribunal 
lacked  the  necessary  jurisdiction  to  render  it,  or  that  the  notice 
which  natural  justice  and  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  requiro^ 
were  not  Extended  or  given  to  the  defendant ;  and  the  want  of 
notice  may  not  only  be  shown  by  proof  aliunde,  when  the  record 
is  silent  as  to  that  matter,  but  in  opposition  and  contradiction  to 

m 

its  averment. 

§  504.  A  judgment  of  a  State  court  has  the  same  conclusive 
effect,  though  the  suit  was  commenced  by  attachment,  if  the 


>  Const.  Art  8,  g  4;  Act  of  Cong. 
1790,  ch.  11;  Phillips  v.  Godfrey,  7 
Bosw.  150;  Rogers  v.  Rogers,  15  B. 
Mon.  355;  McFarland  v.  White,  18 
La.  Ann.  884;  Mills  v,  Duryee,  7 
Cranch,  481;  Hampton  v.  McConnell, 
3  Wheat.  234;  McElmoyle  v.  Cohen, 
13  Pet.  312;  Borden  v.  Fitch,  15 
Johns.  121;  Andrews  V.  Montgomery, 
19  Johns.  162;  Randolph  v.  Keiler, 
21  Mo.  557;  Evans  v.  Justine,  6  Ohio, 
117;  Burns  v.  Belknap,  22  Vt.  419; 
FuUerton  v.  Horton,  11  Vt.  425; 
Hoxie  V.  Wright,  2  Vt.  269;  Davis  v. 
Connelly,  4  B.  Mon.  186;  Hensly  v. 
Force,  12  Ark.  756;  Buchanan  v.  Port, 
6  Ind.  264;  McJilton  v.  Love,  13  111. 
486;  Sharman  v.  Morton,  81  Ga.  4; 
Butchery.  Bank,  2  Eas.  70;  Thomp- 


son T.  Emmert,  15  111.  416;  Lawrence 
V.  Jar  vis,  82  III.  804;  Puvall  v.  Fear- 
son,  18  Md.  502.  Pritchell  v,  Clark,  a 
Harr.  241;  Armstrong  v.  Carson,  Z 
Dall.  803;  Hopkins  v.  Lee,  G  Wheat. 
109;  Shumway  v.  8tillraan,  4  Cow. 
298;  Mayhew  v.  Thacher,  6  Wheat. 
129. 

*  Cannon  v.  Brane,  45  Ala.  262; 
Blodgett  v.  Jordan,  6  Vt.  580;  Spen- 
cer v.  Rockway,  1  Ohio,  259;  Cherry 
V.  Speight,  28  Tex.  608;  WernwTig  v. 
Pawling,  5  G.  &  J.  500;  R  R.  Co.  v. 
Winue,  14  lad.  886;  Baker  v.  Rand^ 
13  Barb.  152;  Taylor  v.  Dryden,  8 
Johns.  178. 

'  Benton  v.  Burgot,  10  S.  &  R.  240; 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Dewolf ,  88  Pa.  St  45. 
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defendant  appeared  and  took  part  in  the  defense.*  So,  if  a  cor- 
poration, chartered  in  one  State,  is  allowed  to  transact  business 
in  another,  on  condition  that  service  of  process  on  its  agent  shall 
be  deemed  service  lipon  the  corporation  itself ;  a  judgment  thns 
obtained  is  entitled  to  the  same  faith  and  credit  in  the  former 
State  as  in  the  latter.*  But  it  has  the  force  and  effect  of  a  domes- 
tic judgment  in  another  State,  only  so  far  that  it  estops  all 
inquiry  into  the  subject  matter,  subject  to  the  qualification  that 
they  are  open  to  inquiry  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  which 
rendered  them,  as  to  notice  to  the  defendant.  The  judgment  of 
a  State  court,  not  reversed  by  a  superior  court  having  jurisdic- 
tion, nor  set  aside  by  a  direct  proceeding  in  chancery,  is  conclu- 
sive in  all  the  courts  of  the  other  States,  where  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  the  controversy  is  the  sanie.' 

§  505.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  l^tates,  upon  the 
question  of  the  conclusiveness  of  judgments  of  other  States^ 
said  :  Article  four,  section  one,  of  the  Constitution,  provides  that 
"  full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State  to  the  public 
acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  State.  And 
the  Congress  may,  by  general  laws,  prescribe  the  manner  in 
which  such  records  shall  be  proved,  and  the  eflEect  thereof."  Con- 
gress has  exercised  that  power,  and  in  effect  provided  that  the 
judicial  records  in  one  State  shall  be  proved  in  the  tribunals  of 
another,  by  the  attestation  of  the  clerk  under  the  seal  of  the 
court,  with  the  certificate  of  the  judge  that  the  attestation  is  in 
due  form.  That  such  records,  so  authenticated,  "  shall  have  such 
faith  and  credit  given  to  them  in  every  court  in  the  United 
States  as  they  have  by  law  or  usage  in  the  courts  of  the  State 


»Habicli  V.  Polger,  20  Wall.  7; 
Magoon  v.  StAles,  9  Wall.  81 ;  Christ- 
mas V.  Russell,  5  Wall.  290;  Pniner  v. 
U.  S.,  11  How.  163;  U.  S.  v.  Yates, 
6  How.  S05  ;  Harris  v.  Hardeman, 
14  How.  834;  Toland  v.  Sprague, 
12  Pet.  300;  Chaffee  v  Hayward,  20 
How.  208;  McDonough  v.  Millandon, 
8  How.  698;  Comm  Bank  y.  Blocumb, 
14  Pet.  60;  Eldred  v.  Bank,  17  Wall. 
551. 

•  Ids.  Co.  v.  French,  18  How.  404. 


»  Christmas  v.  Russell,  5  Wall.  291 ; 
Rogers  v.  Odell,  89  N.  H.  452;  Moulin 
V.  Ins.  Co.,  24  N.  J.  L.  222;  Armory 
V.  Armory,  8  Biss.  266;  Campbell  v. 
Ins.  Co.,  1  So.  C.  158;  Baraey  v. 
White,  44  Mo.  137;  Zimmerman  v. 
Hessler,  32  Md.  274;  Chew  v.  Brum- 
magin,  21  K.  J.  Eq.  520;  McLaren  v. 
Keeler.  23  La.  Ann*  80;  Simmons  v. 
Clark.  56  111.  96;  French  v.  Pease.  10 
Kas.  61;  Clenmier  v.  Cooker,  24  Ia» 
185;  Street  y.  Brockley,  58  Me.  846. 
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from  which  the  aaid  records  were  or  shall  be  taken."*  ^^  When 
the  qnestioD  of  the  constraction  of  that  act  of  Oongress  was  first 
presented  to  this  court,  it  was  argned  that  the  act  provided  only 
for  the  admission  of  snch  records  as  evidence,  that  it  did  not 
declare  their  effect ;  bat  the  court  refused  to  adopt  the  proposi- 
tion, and  held  that  the  act  expressly  declares,  that  the  record, 
when  daly  authenticated,  shall  have  in  every  other  court  of  the 
United  States  the  same  faith  and  credit  as  it  has  in  the  State 
court  from  whence  it  was  taken."*  Bopeated  decisions  have 
affirmed  the  rule,  which  is  applicable  in  all  similar  cases  where  it 
appears  that  the  court  had  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  and  that  the 
defendant  was  duly  served  with  process,  or  appeared  and  made 
defense.*  Where  the  jurisdiction  has  attached,  the  judgment  ia 
conclusive  for  all  purposes,  and  is  not  open  to  any  inquiry  upon 
the  merits.*  Ai^d  this  is  all  that  is  intended  where  it  is  said  that 
a  judgment  if  conclusive  in  the  State  where  rendered  is  conclu- 
«ive  in  every  other  State. 


»  Stat,  at  Large.  123;  D'Arcy  v. 
Ketchum,  11  Howard,  175. 

•Mills  ▼.  Duryee.  7  Cranch.  488. 

*  Hampton  v.  McConuell,  8  Wheat. 
882;  Kations  y.  JohDson,  24  How. 
208;  D'Arcy  v.  Kutchura,  11  How. 
165;  Webster  v.  lleid.  11  How.  437; 
McElmoyle  v.  Cohen,  13  Pet.  812; 
Harris  v.  Hardeman,  14  How.  834; 
Hopkins  v.  Lee,  6  Wheat.  109; 
Pennington  v.  Gibson,  16  How.  76; 
Clarke  v.  Day,  2  Leigh,  l75;  Kemp  v. 
Mundel,  9  Leigh,  17;  Wemwag  v. 
Pawling.  5  G.  &  J.  500;  Bank  v.  Bank, 
7  Gill,  415;  Wilcox  v.  Jackson,  13 
Pet.  511;  Swinser  v.  Lynn,  2  How.  59; 
Ilickey  v.  Stewart,  3  How.  762; 
Voorhees  v.  Bank,  10  Pet.  475;  Elliott 
V.  Piersol,  1  Pet.  328  ;  U.  S.  v.  Arre- 
<iondo.  6  Pet.  691;  Williamson  v. 
Berry.  8  How.  540. 

«BisselI  V.  Briggs,  9  Mass.  462; 
Bank  v.  Bank,  7  Gill,  480;  Bellows 
y..  Ingham,  2  Vt.  675;  Sharman  y. 
Morton,  81  Qa.  84;  Dudley  y.  Stiles, 
«2  Wis.  871 ;  Wernwag  y.  Pawling,  5 
<3t.  &  J.  600;  McElmoyle  y.  Cohen,  13 


Pet.  312;  Hampton  y.  McConnell,  8 
Wheat.  284;  Green  y.  Sarmiento, 
Peters  C.  C.  74;  Adama  y.  Rowe.  11 
Me.  89;  Jacobs  y.  Hull.  12  Mass.  25; 
Commonwealth  v.  Gi^een,  17  Masa. 
515;  Kimmel  y.  Schultz,  1  HI.  128; 
Bust  y.  Frothingham.  1  111.  258;  Ben- 
ton y.  Burgot,  10  S.  &  B.  240;  Blodget 
y.  Jordan,  6  Vt.  580 ;  Goodrich  v. 
Jenkins,  6  Ohio,  48;  Westeryelt  y. 
Lewis,  2  McLean,  511;  Gulick  v. 
Loder,  1  Green,  68;  Pelton  y.  Plainer, 
13  Ohio,  209;  Napier  v.  Gidiere, 
Spears  Ch.  215;  Lucas  y.  Bank,  2 
Stew.  280;  Rogers y.  Coleman,  Hardin, 
413;  Pritchelt  v.  Clark,  4  Harr.  280; 
Destreban  y.  Scuddcr,  11  Mo.  484; 
Eittredge  y.  Emmerson,  16  N.  H. 
227;  Sarchet  y.  Sloop  Dayis,  Orabbe, 
185;  Dayis  y.  Lane,  2  Ind.  548; 
Buford  V.  Kirkpatrick.  18  Ark.  88;  . 
Morehead  y.  Grisham,  18  Ark.  431; 
Stephens  y.  Roby,  27  Miss.  744; 
Conway  y.  Ellison,  14  Ark.  860; 
Topp  y.  Bank,  2  Swan,  184;  Rocko  y. 
Hackett,  2  Bosw.  679;  Robert  v. 
Hodges,   1  Green,  299;    Spencer  y. 
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§  506.  There  has  been  considerable  conflict  in  the  varions 
states  as  to  the  effect  of  a  judgment  rendered  in  one  state,  when 
snch  judgment  or  record  is  made  the  basis  of  an  action  in  another 
state.  A  large  number  of  cases  can  be  found  in  which  this  ques- 
tion has  been  determined  which  are  utterly  irreconcilable.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, — the  final  arbiter  on  all  ques- 
tions in  which  a  construction  of  acts  of  Congress  or  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  (Jnited  States  are  involved, — ^has  always  inclined  to  the 
doctrine  that  such  judgments  when  sued  upon  in  other  states  might 
be  questioned  upon  the  ground  of  want  of  jurisdiction  over  the 
party  against  whom  the  record  is  sought  to  be  made  available.  It 
was  not  until  the  case  of  Thompson  v.  Whitman'  was  decided  by 
that  court  that  the  question  was  fairly  raised  or  definitely  settled, 
although  in  an  early  case  the  same  court  said :  '^  The  jurisdiction 
of  any  court  exercising  authority  over  a  subject  may  be  inquired 
into  in  every  other  court  when  the  proceedings  in  the  former  are 
relied  upon  and  brought  before  the  latter  by  a  party  claiming  the 
benefit  of  such  proceedings;"  and  "the  rule  prevails  whether 
the  decree  or  judgment  has  been  given  in  a  court  of  admiralty, 
chancery,  ecclesiastical  court,  or  court  of  common  law,  or  whether 
the  point  ruled  has  arisen  under  the  laws  of  nations,  the  practice 
in  chancery,  or  the  municipal  laws  of  States."* 

§  507.  The  doctrine  of  the  court  is  based  on  the  following 
grounds.  1.  Article  IV.  section  1,  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  provides  that,  "  full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given 
in  each  state  to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings 
of  every  other  state  ;  and  the  Congress  may,  by  general  laws,  pre- 
scribe the  manner  in  which  such  acts  and  proceedings  shall  be 
proved,  and  the  effect  thereof."  Under  the  power  thus  conferred, 
congress  passed  the  act  of  May  26,  1790,  which  provided  that 
^^  the  records  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  any  state 

Brockway,  1  Ohio,  280;    Martin  v.  Stedman  v.  Patchin,  84  Barb.  218; 

Barron,  87  Mo.  801;  Sweet  v.  Brackley,  Giffln  v.  Eaton,  27  111.  87»;  Randolph 

53  Me.  846;  McJilton  v.  Love,  18  111.  v.    Eeiler.    21    Mo.    657;    Gunn  y 

286;Beltonv.Fi8her,44Ill.  82;Ragan  Howell.  35   Ala.   144;   Mcintosh   t. 

V.   Cuyler,  24  Ga.  897;   Rankin    v.  Greenwood,  15  Tex.  116. 

Barnes,  6  Bush,  20;  Weyer  v.  Lane,  » 18  AVall.  457 

8  Ohio,  805;  Hoxie  v.  Wright,  2  Vt.  •  Williams  v.  Berry,  8  How.  64a 
269;  Holt  ▼.  AUoway,  2  Blackf.  82; 
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fihall  be  proved  or  admitted  in  any  other  oonrt  within  the  United 
States,  by  the  attestation  of  the  clerk  and  the  aeal  of  the  court 
annexed,  if  there  be  a  seal,  together  with  the  certificate  of  the 
judge,  chief  justice,  or  presiding  magistrate,  as  the  case  may  be, 
that  the  attestation  is  in  dne  form.  And  the  said  records  and 
proceedings,  authenticated  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  each  faith  and 
credit  given  to  them  in  every  court  within  the  United  States  as 
they  have  by  law  or  usage  in  the  courts  of  the  state  from  whence 
said  records  are  or  shall  be  taken.'' 

What  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  are  entitled  to 
full  faith  and  credit,  and  what  is  a  judgment  of  a  conrt  of  a  state 
that  imports  absolute  verity  ? 

By  the  act  of  1790,  a  judgment  which  is  valid  in  the  state 
where  rendered  becomes,  in  the  other  states,  a  debt  of  record,  not 
re-examinable  upon  the  merits,  but  it  does  not  carry  with  it  into 
another  state  the  eflScacy  of  a  judgment  against  person  or  property 
that  can  be  enforced  by  execution.  To  give  it  that  force  in 
another  state,  it  must  by  action  be  made  the  judgment  of  snch 
other  state. 

Hence  it  follows  that  in  an  action  on  such  judgment  in  another 
state,  whatever  pleas  would  be  good  in  the  state  where  rendered 
would  be  good  in  such  other  state.  < 

The  constitutional  provision  was  not  intended  to  confer  a  new 
power  of  jurisdiction  on  the  courts  of  any  state,  but  to  prescribe 
the  effect  in  other  states  of  the  acknowledged  jurisdiction  over 
persons  and  things  within  the  state.  Every  judgment  depends, 
for  its  force  and  validity,  on  the  competency  and  authority  of  the 
tribunal  which  pronounces  it,  and  may  be  assailed  by  showing  a 
want  or  failure  of  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter  or  the 
person,  even  though  absolutely  conclusive  in  other  particulars. 

The  manifest  design  of  the  constitution  was  to  give  faith  and 
effect  to  valid  judgments,  and  not'  to  enable  the  courts  of  one 
state  to  exercise  a  usurped  or  illegal  authority  over  the  citizens 
of  other  states  of  the  Union,  who  are  not  amenable  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  tribunal. 

Without  the  constitutional  provision  and  the  act  of  1790,  the 
judgments  of  one  state  would  stand  in  the  tribunals  of  the  others, 
on  the  same  footing  2i%  foreign  judgmentSy  afid  only  be  respected 

1  Hampton  v.  McGonnell,  8  Wheat  381 
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on  the  principles  of  comity  between  nations,  and  not  as  a  duty 
imposed  by  the  paramount  organic  law. 

§  608.  As  is  well  known,  this  provision  of  the  constitntion, 
in  connection  with  this  supplemental  statute,  has  been  the  subject 
of  much  consideration  by  the  courts  of  this  country,  both  State 
and  national.  Although  the  views  expressed  from  the  bench,  in 
this  series  of  cases,  have  not  been  entirely  coincident,  nevertheless 
•certain  results  have  been  reached  which  now  have  become  well 
settled  rules  of  law.  Among  these,  plainly,  may  be  placed  the 
proposition  that  the  judgments  of  other  states  are  not  like 
<lomestic  judgments,  conclusive  on  the  point  of  jurisdiction. 
When  a  decision,  pronounced  extra  territariumy  is  put  in  con- 
troversy, it  is  competent,  as  a  defense,  to  show  that  the  adjudging 
tribunal  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  person  or  the  subject  matter. 
The  principle  is,  that  the  constitution  and  the  federal  act  make 
the  judgments  only  of  state  courts  having  the  right  to  take  legal 
cognizance  of  the  case,  conclusive  of  the  rights  involved,  when 
sued  upon  in  another  state.  In  such  a  suit,  therefore,  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  is  always  open  to  inquiry.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  to  give  to  the  judicial  proceedings  of  a  state,  when 
transferred  fo  another  state,  that  effect  which,  upon  general  prin- 
ciples of  law  and  natural  justice,  such  proceedings  would  be 
entitled  to,  within  the  territory  where  they  originated  ;  that  the 
judgment,  if  the  court  rendering  it  was  not  possessed  of  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  case,  was  void  at  home,  and,  consequently,  could  be 
invested  with  no  force  when  sued  upon  abroad  ;  and  that  judicial 
cognizance  over  the  person  could  not  be  acquired  without  the 
citation  of  the  defendant,  he  being  a  non-resident,  was  such  as  to 
4ifford  to  him  a  reasonable  opportunity  of  making  defense. 
Accordingly,  pleas  to  suits  on  extra-territorial  judgments  have 
been  repeatedly  sustained,  which  alleged  that  the,  defendants 
were  non-residents  of  the  state  in  which  t^e  judgments  were 
rendered ;  that  they  were  not  within  such  state  at  any  time 
pending  the  suit  or  when  the  judgment  was  rendered,  and  were 
not  served  with  process,  and  did  not  appear  to  the  action.  The  * 
constitutionaLright  to  thus  make  this  defense  is  well  established. 
The  underlying  maxim  applicable  is,  that  even  by  express  legis- 
lation a  state  cannot  give  such  an  efficacy  to  its  own  judicial 
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determinations,  that  they  will  have  a  final  effect  over  the  rights 
adjndged  in  a  foreign  fomm,  as  against  an  absent  citizen  of  another 
state  who  was  not  cited  to  appear,  and  whose  appearance  was  not 
voluntarily  entered.  And  it  is  well  settled  by  the  great  weight 
of  authority,  that  the  want  of  jarisdiction  of  the  conrt  rendering 
the  judgment  can  be  shown  by  evidence,  notwithstanding  the 
recital,  in  such  judgment,  of  the  existence  of  the  controverted 
facts.  To  this  extent  the  law  on  this  subject  must  be  considered 
as  entirely  settled.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
'  many  of  its  decisions  had  announced  similar  principles,  but  it  waa 
not  until  the  case  of  Thompson  v.  Whitman,  that  this  question 
was  squarely  presented  to,  and  decided  by  that  conrt ;  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court"  delivered  by  Mr.  Justice  Bradley,  speaking 
for  the  court  says  :  "  The  opinion  of  Judge  Marcy  in"  is  fre- 
quently cited  to  show  that  want  of  jurisdiction  over  the  defend- 
ant, may  always  be  proven.  He,  in  deciding  whether  such  proof 
should  be  received  against  a  record  made  in  another  Statey  said  : 
'  But  it  is  strenuously  contended  that  if  other  matter  may  be 
pleaded  by  the  defendant,  he  is  estopped  from  asserting  anything 
against  the  allegation  contained  in  the  record.  It  imports  perfect 
verity,  it  is  said,  and  the  parties  to  it  cannot  be  heard  to  impeach 
it.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  proposition  assumes  the  very  fact 
to  be  established,  which  is  the  only  question  in  issue.  For  what 
purpose  does  the  defendant  question  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court?  Solely  to  show  that  its  proceedings  and  judgments  are 
void,  and  therefore  the  supposed  record  is  not  in  truth  a 
record.  If  the  defendant  had  not  proper  notice  of,  and  did 
not  appear  to  the  original  action,  all  the  State  courts,  with  one 
exception,  agree  in  opinion  that  the  paper  introduced  as  to  him 
is  no  record  ;  but  if  he  cannot  show,  even  against  the  pretended 
record  that  fact,  on  the  alleged  ground  of  the  uncontrollable 
verity  of  the  record,  he  is  deprived  of  his  defense  by  a  process 
of  reasoning  that  is  to  my  mind  little  less  than  sophistry.  The 
plaintiffs  in  effect  declare  to  the  defendant :  The  paper  declared 
on  is  a  record,  because  it  says  you  appeared,  and  yon  appeared 
because  the  paper  is  a  record.  This  is  reasoning  in  a  circle. 
The  appearance  makes  the  record  uncontrollable  verity,  and  the 
record  makes  the  appearance  an  unimpeachable  fact.     The  fact 

1 18  WaU.  457.  *  8tarbuck   v.    Murray,   6   Wend.  14a 
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"which  the  defendant  puts  in  issue  is  the  validity  of  the  record, 
and  jet  it  is  contended  that  he  is  estopped  by  the  unimpeach- 
able credit  of  that  very  record  from  disproving  any  one  allega- 
tion contained  in  it.  To  say  that  the  defendant  may  show  the 
supposed  record  to  be  a  nullity  by  showing  a  want  of  juris- 
diction in  the  court  which  made  it,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
estop  him  from  doing  so  because  the  court  have  inserted  in  the 
record  an  allegation  which  he  offers  to  prove  untrue,  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  be  very  consistent.  Under  the  operation  of  such 
a  rule,  a  court  could  always  sustain  its  jurisdiction  if  it  had  any 
solicitude  to  do  so ;  or  rather  the  party  who  had  the  benefit  of 
its  decision,  and  who  by  the  practice  of  most  tribunals,  is 
intrusted  with  making  the  record,  would  not  fail  to  put  it 
beyond  the  power  of  his  opponent  to  show  a  want  of  juris- 
diction.'" 


§  509.  The  rule  is  now  well  settled  that  neither  the  consti- 
tutional provision,  that  full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each 
State  to  the  public  acts,  records  and  judicial  proceedings  of 
every  other  State,  nor  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  pursuance 
thereof,  prevents  an  inquiry  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in 
which  a  judgment  offered  in  evidence  was  rendered,  and  such  a 
judgment  may  be  contradicted  as  to  the  facts  necessary  to  give 
the  court  jurisdiction,  and  if  it  be  shown  that  such  facts  did  not 
exist,  the  record  will  be  a  nullity,  notwithstanding  it  may  recite 
that  they  did  exist ;  and  this  is  true  either  as  to  the  subject-mat- 
ter or  the  peraon,  or  in  proceedings  in  rem  as  to  the  thing." 


'  Starbuck  v.  Murray,  5  Wend.  148, 
Hall  V.  Williams.  6  Pick.  282;  Aid- 
rich  V.  Kinney.  4  Conn.  280;  Harris 
V.  Hardeman,  14  How.  386;  Noyes  v. 
Butler,  6  Barb.  618;  Shelton  v.  Tiffin, 
6  Uow.  168;  New  comb  v.  Dewey,  37 
Iowa,  881;  Thompson  v.  Whitman,  18 
Wall.  457. 

•  Thompson  v.  Whitman,  18  Wall. 
457;  Harris  v.  Hardiman,  14  How. 
884;  Borden  v.  Fitch,  15  John.  141; 
Christmas  v.  Russell,  5  Wallace,  290; 
Elliot  V.  Piersol,  1*  Pet.  828;  U.  S.  v. 
Arredondo,  6  Pet.  691;  Yoorhees  v. 
Bank,  10  Pet.  475;  Moulin  y.  Insur- 
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ance  Co.,  24  N.  J.  L.  222;  Mackay  y. 
Gordon,  84  N.  J.  L.  286;  Wilson  v. 
Bank,  6  Leigh,  570;  Spencer  v.  Brock- 
way,  1  Ohio,  261;  Goodrich  v.  Jen- 
kins, 6  Ohio,  44;  Anderson  v.  Ander- 
son, 8  Ohio,  108;Taine  v.  Mooreland, 
15  Ohio,  445;  Hunt  v.  Hunt,  72 
N.  Y.  217;  Kkinier  v.  Kinnier,  45  N. 
Y.  535;  Penny  wit  y.  Foote,27  Ohio  8. 
600;  3.  C,  22  Am.  R.  840;  Jardine  y. 
Reichert,  89  N.  J.  L.  165;  Guthrie  y. 
Lowrie,  84  Pa.  SU  533;  Wright  ▼.  An. 
drews,  180  Mass.  140;  Haryey  y. 
Drew,  82  111.  606;  Ferguson  y.  Craw- 
ford, 70  N.  Y.  258;  Pennoyer  y.  Neff, 
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From  the  number  of  cases  cited  in  the  note  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  principle  which  has  been  finally  settled  by  the  only  tribunal 
in  the  land  having  the  jurisdiction  to  construe  the  provision  of 
the  Federal  Constitution  and  the  act  of  Congress,  is  no  new  one. 
The  principle  is  older  than  any  constitution,  or  even  Magna 
Charta ;  in  fact  it  dates  back  to  the  time  when  Adam  and  Eve  ate 
the  forbidden  fruit;  it  was  introduced  ab  artgme  tnimdi;  '^  for 
God  himself  did  not  pass  sentence  upon  Adam,  before  he  was 
called  upon  to  make  his  defense.  ^Adam,'  says  God,  'where 
art  thou }  hast  thou  eaten  of  the  tree  whereof  I  commanded  thee 
thou  shouldest  not  eatt'  and  the  same  question  was  put  to  Eve, 


96  U.  8.  714;  Kingsbury  v.  Tniestra, 
59  Ala.  820;  Eaton  ▼.  Hasty,  6  Neb. 
419:  8.  C,  29  Am.  R.  865;  Eerr  v. 
Kerr^  41  N.  Y.  272;  Thompson  v. 
Emmert,  15  111.  416;  Zepp  ▼.  Hagar, 
70111.  228,  Knowles  v.  Gaslight  Co., 
19  Wall.  59;  McOauley  v.  Hargroves, 
48  Ga.  50;  Starbuck  v.  Murray,  5 
Wend.  148;  Napton  v.  Leaton,  71  Mo. 
358;  Bodurtha  v.  Goodrich,  8  Gray, 
608;  McDermott  v.  Clay,  107  Maes. 
601;  Marx  v.  Fore,  61  Mo.  69;  8.  C, 
11  Am.  R  432;  Easely  v.  Clinton,  83 
Tex.  288;  Finueran  v.  Leonard,  7  Al- 
len, 54;  Noyes  v.  Duller,  6  Barb.  613; 
Lawrence  v.  Jarvis,  82  111.  804;  Mac- 
kay  V.  Gordon,  84  N.  J.  L.  286; 
Rankin  v.  Goddard,  54  Me.  28;  Carl- 
ton V.  Bickford,  13  Graj',  596;  Bi>w- 
ler  V.  Huston.  30  Gratt.  266;  S.  C,  32 
Am.  R.  673;  Gilman  v.  Gilman,  126 
Mass.  26;  8.  C,  30  Am.  R.  646;  Peo- 
ple V.  Dowell,  25  Mich.  247;  8.  C,  12 
Am.  R.  200;  Shumway  v.  Still  man,  4 
Cow.  292;  Bartlelt  v.  Kniprht,  1  Mass. 
408;  Shelton  ▼.  Tiffin,  6  How.  163; 
Reed  v.  Elder,  62  Pa.  8t.  308;  8.  C,  1 
Am.  R.  414;  Webster  v.  Hunter,  50 
Iowa.  215  :  Corby  v.  Wright,  4  Mo. 
App.  443;  Noble  v.  Oil  Co.,  79  Pa.  8t. 
354  ;  Guthrie  v.  Lowry,  84  Pa.  St. 
633;  HiU  v.  MendenhaU.  2  Wall.  453; 
Graham  v.  Spencer.  14  F.  R.  603;  Hall 
V.  Laning,  91 U.  8. 160;  Lowe  v.  Lowe, 


40  Iowa,  220;  Hall  t.  WiUiams.  6  Pick. 
282;  Woodward  ▼.  Tremere,  6  Pick. 
854;  Thurber  v.  Blackbourne,  1  N.  H. 
248;  Aldrich  v.  Kinney,  4  Conn.  880; 
Holt  V.  Allowiiy,  2  Blackf.  108; 
Spencer  v.  Brock  way,  1  Ohio,  260: 
Wood  V.  Wood,  78  Ky.  6'J4;  Board  v. 
College.  17  Wall.  521;  Eager  v. 
Sioner,  59  Mo.  87;  Hoffman  v.  Hoff- 
man, 46  N.  T.  80;  Clark  v.  Little,  41 
Iowa,  497;  Andrews  v.  Herriott,  4 
Cow.  624;  D'Arcy  v.  Ketchun,  11 
How.  165;  Hickey  V.  Stewart,  8  How. 
762;  Bank  v.  Bank,  1  Gill.  415;  An- 
drews V.  Montgomery,  19  Johns.  162; 
Christmas  v.  Russell,  5  Wall.  230;  Dob- 
son  V.  Pearce,  12  N.  Y.  164;  Newell  t. 
Newton.  10  Pick.  472;  Morey  v.  Mo- 
rey,  27  Minn.  265;  O'Rourke  v.  Ry. 
Co.,  55  Iowa,  883;  Wood  v.  Wood. 
78  Ky.  624;  Wharton  v.  Moragne,  63 
Ala.  201;  Webster  v.  Hunter,  60  Iowa, 
215;  Gilchrist  v.  Company,  21  W.  Va. 
115;  Healy  v.  Root,  11  Pick.  800;  Mc- 
Rhea  v.  Mattoon,  13  Pick.  58;  Adams 
V.  Roe,  11  Me.  95;  Hale  v.  Williams. 
10  Me.  283;  Whittier  v.  Wendell.  7  N. 
H.  257;  Wernwag  v.  PauUng,  5  G.  & 
J.  500;  Hodges  y.  Doane,  1  Yerg.  125; 
Rogers  v.  Coleman,  Hard.  413;  Rust 
V.  Frothingham,  1  111.  259;  Miller  ▼. 
Miller,  1  Bailey,  244;  Milchell  v.  Fer- 
ris, 5  Del.  84;  Redus  y  BurneU,  69 
Tex.  676. 
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4^80."  Thi8  passage,  though  somewhat  irreyerent,  was  cited  with 
approbation  in  England  by  the  judges  who  announced  the  same 
doctrine  as  applicable  to  foreign  judgments,  and  in  fact  to  all 
judgments ;  which  ^as  pronounced  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Thompson  caee,  in  which  the  following 
principles  have  been  firmly  and  finally  settled/  And  the  English 
•doctrine  is  the  same.' 


§  510.  Unless  a  court  has  jurisdiction  it  can  never  make  a 
record,  which  imports  uncontrollable  verity  to  the  party  over 
whom  it  has  usurped  jurisdiction,  and  he  ought  not,  therefore,  to 
be  estopped  by  any  allegation  in  that  record  from  proving  any 
fact  that  goes  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  plea,  alleging  want  of 
jurisdiction.  So  long  as  the  question  of  jurisdiction  is  in  issue, 
the  judgment  of  a  court  of  another  State,  is  in  e£Eect  prima 
fade  evidence,  but  for  all  the  purposes  of  sustaining  that  issue, 
it  is  examinable  into  the  same  extent  as  a  judgment  rendered  by 
a  foreign  court.  If  the  jurisdiction  oi  the  court  is  not  impeached, 
it  has  the  character  of  a  record,  and  for  all  purposes  is  received 
with  full  faith  and  credit.'  The  rule  is  the  same  with  any  judg- 
ment, sentence,  or  decree.  A  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  court 
pronouncing  it  may  always  be  set  up,  when  it  is  sought  to  be 
enforced,  or  when  any  benefit  is  claimed  under  it,  and  the  princi- 
ple which  ordinarily  forbids  the  impeachment  or  contradiction  of 
2i  record  has  no  sort  of  application  to  the  case.* 


>  Ante,  §§  401,  495,  499. 

•  Schibsby  v.  Westenholz,  L.  R. 
6  Q.  B.  155;  Rouissillon  v.  Roussilloii, 
14  Ch.  Div.  851;  Smith  v.  Nichols,  5 
Bing.  N.C.  208;  Buchanan  ▼.  Rucker, 
9  East,  192. 

•  Starbuck  v.  Murray,  5  Wend.  148; 
Borden  v.  Fitch,  15  Johns.  140;  Pol- 
lard V.  Wegener,  13  Wis.  569;  Bloom 
Y.  Burdick,  1  Hill,  180;  Rape  v. 
Heaton,  9  Wis.  828;  Pendleton  y. 
Weed,  17  N.  Y.  72;  Steen'  v.  flteen, 
85  Kiss.  513;  Bank  v.  Judson,  8  N. 
Y.  254;  Edwards  v.  Toomer,  22  Miss. 
80;  Noyes  y.  Butler,  6  Barb.  613; 
Fitxhugh  y.  Custer,  4  Tex.  899;  Hard 
V.  Bhipman,  6  Barb.  621;  Stallings  v. 


Gulley,  8  Jones  (La.)  845;  Corwin  y. 
Merritt,  8  Barb.  841;  EUioU  y.  Piersol, 
1  Pet.  840;  Dobson  v.  Pearcc,  12  N. 
Y.  156;  Smith  y.  Pomeroy,  2  Dill. 
414. 

«  Buttrick  y.  Allen.  8  Mass.  298; 
Bissell  y.  Briggs.  9  Mass.  462;  Amott 
y.  Wood,  1  Dill.  862;  Marx  v.  Pore, 
51  Mo.  69;  Aldrich  y.  Kennedy,  4 
Conn.  280;  Mackay  v.  Gordon.  84  N. 
J.  L.  286;  U.  S.  v.  Arredondo,  6  Pet 
691;  Yoorheesv.  Bank,  10  Pet.  475; 
Wilcox  y.  Jackson,  18  Pet.  511; 
Shrivery.  Lynn,  2  How.* 59;  Hickey 
y.  Stewart,  8  How.  762;  Williamson 
y.  Berry,  8  How.  640;  Binford  v. 
Eirkpatrick,  13  Ark.  88;  Lacier  v. 
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§  511.  In  the  United  States  the  rights  and  powers  of  guar- 
dians are  considered  as  strictly  local ;  and  no  gaardian  is  admitted 
to  have  any  right  to  receive  the  prolitSy  or  to  assnme  the  pos- 
session of  the  real  estate,  or  to  control  the  person  of  his  ward,  or 
to  maintain  any  action  for  the  personalty  out  of  the  States  under 
whose  authority  he  was  appointed,  without  having  received  a 
due  appointment  from  the  proper  authority  of  the  State  within 
which  the  property  is  situated,  or  the  act  is  to  be  done,  or  to 
whose  tribunals  resort  is  to  be  had.  The  same  rule  is  also  applied 
to  the  case  of  executors  and  administrators.  A  lunatic,  who  by 
her  next  friend  has  recovered  judgment  in  another  State,  may 
bring  a  suit  on  said  judgment  by  such  next  friend,  and  such 
judgment  is  conclusive,  as  to  her  right  to  recover  in  the  name 
and  capacity  in  which  she  sues.'  The  probate  of  a  will  in  another 
State  is  a  judicial  proceeding,  to  the  record  of  which  full  faith 
and  credit  is  to  be  given,  when  authenticated  as  required  by  the 
act  of  Congress  ;  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  the  admission  of  such 
will,  with  the  probate  thereof  in  evidence,  that  they  shall  have 
been  recorded  in  a  sister  State.'  Among  the  numerous  cases 
arising  upon  judgments  of  other  States,  there  has  been  a  vast 
amount  of  inquiry  and  argument  as  to  what  kind  of  judgments 
were  included  within  that  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  In  Massachusetts  it  is  held  to  apply 
to  civil  actions  and  not  criminal  ones.'  While  in  North  Carolina 
the  direct  converse  of  this  was  held.*  In  Texas,  a  judgment  ren- 
dered in  another  State  against  a  defendant  in  his  lifetime,  is  not 
only  sufficient,  after  Lis  decease,  to  support  an  action  against  his 
personal  representative  in  that  State,  but  must,  if  not  reversed 
or  annulled,  be  held  conclusive  of  all  matters  therein  adjudicated 
unless  it  be  void  for  fraud.*  In  Iowa,  a  judgment  in  a  bastardy 
case,  rendered  in  another  State  by  a  court  having  jurisdiction,  may 
be  enforced  there,  although  the  subject  matter  of  the  action  is  ono 

Westcott,  26  N.  Y.  146;  Phillips  v.  oni  v.  Crispin,  L.  R  1  H.  L.  801. 

€k)dfrey,  7  Bosw.     150;    Jarvis  v.  *  Commonwealth  v.  Qreen,  17  Mass. 

Sewall,  40    Barb.   449;   Sherman  v.  514 

Morton,  81  Ga.  84.  *  State    v.     Chandler,   8   Hawks, 

>  Coolt  V.  Thomhill,  18  Tex.  298.  898. 

*  Lewis  V.  St  Louis,  69  Mo.  696;  *  Cherry  v.  Speight,  28  Tex.  608;. 

Bradstreet  t.  Zlnsella,    76  .  Mo.  68;  See  Turley  y.  Dreyfus,  83  La.  Ann» 

Harris  y.  Harris,  61  Ind.  117;  Dogli-  885. 
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of  merely  local  police  regalatioD  in  Bach  other  State,  bo  that  the 
original  action  eonld  not  have  been  brought  there.  The  fact  that 
the  jndgment  was  bo  irregular  that  it  would  have  been  reversed 
on  appeal  is  no  defense  to  the  action  upon  it.^  A  judgment  of  a 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  one  State,  upon  a  trial  on  the 
merits  setting  aside  a  deed  to  the  grantor's  wife  for  the  insanity  of 
the  grantor,  is  conclusive  in  a  Buit  in  another  State,  as  to  another 
deed,  made  at  the  same  time  by  the  same  grantor,  to  a  trustee 
for  his  wife.* 

§  612.  In  regard  to  proceedings  in  inferior  tribunals  it  is 
held  that  a  judgment  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  cannot  bo  properly 
authenticated,  as  required  by  act  of  Congress,  and  it  is  placed  on 
the  same  basis  as  foreign  judgments  were.'  The  Supreme  Court 
of  Massachusetts  said,*  certainly  we  think  the  judicial  proceed- 
ings referred  to  in  the  Constitution  were  supposed,  by  the  Con- 
gress which  passed  the  act  providing  for  the  manner  of  their 
authentication,  to  have  related  to  proceedings  of  courts  of  general 
jurisdiction,  and  not  those  which  are  merely  municipal  authority, 
for  it  is  required  that  the  copy  of  the  record  shall  be  certified  by 
the  clerk  of  the  court,  and  that  there  shall  also  be  the  certificate 
of  the  judge,  chief  justice,  or  presiding  magistrate,  that  the  attes- 
tation is  in  due  form.  This  is  founded  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  court  whose  proceedings  are  to  be  thus  authenticated,  is  so 
constituted  as  to  admit  of  such  officers;  and  the  act  has  wisely 
left  the  record  of  magistrates  who  may  be  vested  with  limited 
judicial  authority,  varying  in  its  objects  and  extent  in  every 
State,  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  State  into  which  they 
may  be  introduced,  for  the  purpose  of  being  carried  into  effect. 
In  Connecticut  and  Vermont'  and  in  those  States  where  jus-  ' 
ticcs  of  the  peace  hold  courts  of  record,  a  justice's  judgment  • 
has  been  held  to  be  within  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  not  re-ex- 
aminable  where  properly  authenticated,  and  in  Kentucky  the 

nndiEDav.  Helmer,  21  Iowa,  870.         •BisAell   v.  Edwards,  6  Conn.   94;     ' 

*  Hannay.  Read,  102  III.  596;  B.C.,     Starkweather  y.   Loomis,  2  Vt.  578; 
40  Am.  R  608.  Bcal  y.  Smith,  14  Tex.  805;  Blodget 

»  Robinson  v.   Prescott.  4   N.   H.  v.   Jordan,  6  Vt.  680;  Carpenter  y. 

450;   Mahurin  y.   Bickford,  6  N.  H.  Pier,  80  Vt.  81;  StockweU  y.  Coleman^ 

567;  Taylor  y.  Barron,  80  N.  H.  78.  10  Ohio  8.  83. 

*  Warren  y.  Plagg.  2  Pick.  448. 
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jadgment  of  an  Indiana  jnetice  was  held  so  be  within  the  mean* 
ing  of  the  Constitntion  and  laws  of  the  United  States.*  In  a  late 
case  in  the  same  State  a  plea  of  nvl  tiel  record  was  held  bad,  it 
being  no  denial  of  indebtedness^  snch  judgments  being,  like 
foreign  judgments,  oi\\y  prtma facie  evidence  of  indebtedness.* 
The  doctrine  in  regard  to  judgments  of  other  States,  rendered  by 
justices  of  the  peace,  inferior  tribunals,  not  courts  of  record,  \& 
that  it  is  concInsiFe  if  it  is  duly  proved,  and  if  the  justice  haa 
jurisdiction  to  render  it.  But  nothing  can  be  presumed  in  favor 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  or  magistrates  having  only  a  special 
or  limited  jurisdiction.  The  record  should  show  that  the  judg* 
ment  was  within  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction.*  But  no  recov- 
ery can  be  had  on  such  judgment  unless  the  pleadings  contain 
enough  to  show  that  he  had  jurisdiction  of  the  parties,  of  the 
cause,  and  the  laws  of  the  State  are  produced  and  proved  in  sup- 
port  of  the  allegation.*  In  a  late  case  in  Massachusetts  on  a 
justice's  judgment,  the  court  said,  where  it  appeared  by  the 
statutes  of  Vermont,  '^  a  justice  is  authorized  to  accept  and  record 
a  confession  of  any  debt  to  a  creditor  made  by  the  debtor  per- 
sonally, either  with  or  without  antecedent  process,  as  the  parties 
shall  agree  and  render  judgment  on  such  confession,"  and  the 
record  of  a  justice,  put  in  evidence,  showed  that  the  defendant 
appeared  personally  before  the  justice  without  antecedent  process 
and  acknowledged  the  debt  to  be  due  to  the  plaintiff,  but  it  did 
not  show  that  he  agreed  that  such  acknowledgment  should  be 
taken  as  a  confession  of  judgment,  or  that  jadgment  should  be 
rendered  thereon  without  antecedent  process — in  a  suit  upon 
such  judgment  in  the  superior  court  here,  it  was  rightly  hddy 
that  the  justice  of  the  peace  had  no  jurisdiction,  and  judgment 


^  8cott  v.  Gleyeland,  8  Moq.  62; 
SiWer  Lake  Bank  v.  Harding,  5 
Ohio,  54d;  Thomas  v.  Kobinson,  3 
Wend.  263;  Kean  v.  Rice,  12  8.  &  R. 
203;  Dantorth  v.  Thompson,  34  Iowa, 
243. 

■McElpatrick  v.  Taft,  10  Bush, 
160. 

*  Danforth  v.  Thompson,  34  Iowa, 
243;  Kean  v.  Rice,  12  8.  &  R.  203; 
Bank  v.  Harding,  5  Ohio,  545; 
Thomas  v.   Robinson,  3  Wend.  263; 


Wells  V.  Stevens,  2  Gray,  115;  Hen- 
drick  V.  Whittemore,  105  Mass.  23; 
8ayle8  y.  Briggs,.  4  Met.  421;  Nye 
T.  Kellam,  18  Vt.  544;  Wright  v. 
Fletcher,  12  Vt  431;  Ault  v.  Zehring, 
88  Ind.  420. 

*  Real  V.  Smith,  4  Tex.  305;  Thomas 
V.  Robinson,  8  Wend.  267;  Taylor  v. 
Barron,  80  N.  H.  78;  Suyder  v.  Sny- 
der,  25  Ind.  349;  Dragoo  v.  Graham* 
9  Ind.  212;  Knapp  y.  Abell,  10  Allen» 
485. 
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-was  properly  ordered  for  the  defendant/  A  decree  of  a  oonrt  of 
chancery  and  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  probate  has  been  held 
within  these  provisionfi.'    Their  effect  being  dependent  npdu  the 

§513.  The  nniversal  doctrine  is  that  a  jndgment  rendered 
without  jurisdiction  is  void,  whether  it  be  a  foreign  judgment 
or  one  rendered  in  the  several  states,  but  the  question  arises  as  to 
the  mode  of  determining  whether  the  court  had  jurisdiction, 
and  for  this  purpose  the  question  as  16  whether  the  court  was 
properly  constituted,  whether  it  has  complied  with  the  local  law 
so  as  to  acquire  jurisdiction  over  what  it  has  assumed  to  decide  is 
admissible;  and  there  is  a  distinction  between  the  courts  of 
9v^perior  or  general  Jurisdiction  and  those  of  limited  and  inferior 
jurisdiction.  In  regard  to  the  former,  the  presumption  is  that 
they  have  acquired  jurisdiction  until  the  contrary  is  shown.* 
Every  presumption  is  in  favor  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 
The  record  is  prima  facte  evidence  of  it,  and  will  be  held 
conclusive  until  clearly  and  explicitly  disproved."'  But  in  respect 
to  courts  of  the  latter  class  the  rule  is  different ;  nothing  is  pre- 
sumed in  their  favor,  so  far  as  it  regards  jurisdiction,  and  the 
party  seeking  to  avail  himself  of  their  judgments  must  affirma- 
tively show  that  they  had  jurisdiction.*  In  a  case  where  an  action 
was  brought  on  a  judgment  of  an  inferior  court  of  a  neighboring 
state,  it  was  held  that  it  could  not  be  sustained  until  the  statute 
creating  and  organizing  the  court  was  produced  and  proved,  that 
it  might  be  seen  whether  the  court  had  jurisdiction  or  not;*  for 


>  Henry  v.  Eetis,  127  Mass.  474. 

"•Hunt  V.  Lyle.  8  Yerg.  142;  Na- 
tions  V.  Johnson,  24  How.  203;  Pat- 
rick V.  Gibbs,  17  Tex.  275;  Penning- 
ton T.  Gibson,  16  flow.  76;  Warren 
v.  McCarthy,  25  111.  102;  Low  v.  Mus- 
sey,  41  Vt.  898;  Elliott  v.  Ray,  8 
Blackf.  384;  De  Ende  v.  Wilkinson, 
2  P.  &  H.  668;  Halle  v.  Hill,  13  Mo. 
613;  Halibunou  v.  Fletcher.  22  Ark. 
453;  Caruthei-s  v.   Corbin.  88  Ga.  75. 

'  Sbumway  v.  Stillman,  4  Cowen, 
292. 

*  Sheldon  v.  Hopkins,  7  Wend.  435; 
Wbeeler  v.  Raymond,  8  Cow.  811; 


Denning  v.  Corwin,  11  Wend.  647; 
Smith  V.  Powle,  12  Wend.  9;  Thomas 
V.  Robinson,  8  Wend.  207;  Cleveland 
V.  Rogers,  6  Wend.  438;  Pelton  v. 
Platner,  13  Ohio,  209;  Foster  v. 
Glazeuer,  27  Ala.  391 ;  Gunn  v.  Howell, 
27  Ala.  663;  Shivers  v.  Wilson,  5  Har. 
&  J.  130;  Thatcher  v.  Powell.  6 
Wheat  119;  Shufeldt  v.  Buckley.  45 
ill.  223;  Draggoo  v.  Graham,  9  Ind. 
212;  Cone  v.  Cotton,  2  Blackf  85.  note; 
Martin  v.  Kcnnard,  8  Blackf.  430; 
Grunt  V.  Bledsoe,  20  Tex.  456;  Beal  v. 
Smith  V.  14  Tex.  805. 
*  Story.  Confl.  Laws,  §  639. 
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the  courts  of  one  state  will  not  take  judicial  notice  of  the  statutes 
of  another.  Still,  another  question  arises  in  regard  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  effect  of  foreign  judgments  as  well  as  those  of 
the  several  states.  What  is  the  measure  of  jurisdiction  conferred 
on  the  courts  rendering  the  judgment  by  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  place  or  state  in  which  such  judgment  is  rendered,  considered 
in  an  international  point  of  view}  Jurisdiction,  to  be  rightfully 
obtained,  must  be  either  upon  the  person  of  the  defendant,  being 
within  the  territory  of  the  sovereign,  where  the  court  sits,  or  else 
his  property  must  be  within  such  territory,  otherwise  no  sover- 
eignty can  be  exerted  upon  the  principle."  JSctra  terriiorium 
jusdicenti  immune  nonparei/ur^  and  should  the  law  making  power 
of  a  nation  or  state  expressly  grant  to  its  judicial  tribunals  juris- 
diction over  persons  or  property  not  within  its  territory,  such 
grant  would  be  treated  elsewhere  as  a  mere  usurpation,  and  all 
judicial  proceedings  under  it  utterly  void.  No  sovereignty  can 
extend  its  own  process  beyond  its  own  territorial  limits,  to  subject 
either  persons  or  property  to  its  judicial  decisions. 

§  514.  No  court  can,  by  its  judgment,  impose  a  lien  or  pass 
title  to  property,  either  real  or  pei*sonal,  in  a  foreign  state.  Courts 
of  Equity  may  compel  parties  over  whom  they  have  jurisdiction, 
to  execute  contracts  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  in  other  sovereign- 
ties, or  compel  them  to  vacate  such  purchases  when  fraudulently 
madei  but  this  power  must  be  strictly  limited  to  those  cases 
where  the  relief  dereed  can  be  entirely  obtained  through  the 
parties*  personal  obedience  if  it  goes  beyond  that,  the  assumption 
will  not  only  be  presumptuous  but  ineffectual.  While  the  law  of 
a  case  is  that  of  the  land  in  which  it  has  its  legal  seal,  the  remedy 
is  that  of  the  lex  fori.  It  makes  no  difference  what  the  law  to 
which  a  case  may  be  subject  is,  the  lex  fori  must  decide  as  to  form 
of  the  suit  in  which  such  case  is  to  be  presented.  That  is,  in  all 
matters  of  practice,  the  lex  fori  is  to  be  followed.*     Such  judg- 

»  Massie  v.  Watts,  6  Cranch,  148;  v.  Petrie,  10  Ves.  174;  Penn  y.  Balli- 

Ward  V.  Aundon,  Hopk.  218;  Mead  v.  more.  1  Ves.  444  ;  Archer  v.  Preston, 

Menitt,    3    Paige,    402;    Mitchell    v.  1  Vern.  77. 

Bunch.    2    Paige,    606;    Arglasee   v.         •  Pergusonv.  Pyffe,  8  CI.  &Pin.21. 

Muschamp,   3  Vern.  75;    Kildare    v.  Gen.  St.  Nav.  Co.  v.  GuiUon,  11  M.  & 

Eustace,   1  Vern.  75;  Cranstown   v.  W.  877. 
Johnson,   8   Ves.    Jr.  170;   Jackson 
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ment  mast  be  certain  or  definite,  that  is,  it  must  be  for  fixed  sum/ 
A  decree  by  a  coart  of  equity  in  one  state  directing  a  conveyance 
of  land  situate  in  another,  may  be  pleaded  as  a  cause  of  action  or 
as  a  ground  of  defense  in  the  courts  of  the  state  where  the  land 
lies,  although  no  conveyance  has  been  executed ;  and,  unless 
impeached  for  fraud,  is  entitled,  in  the  court  where  so  pleaded, 
to  the  force  and  effect  of  record  evidence  of  the  equities  therein 
-determined.*  Where  a  suit  in  equity  is  brought  in  one  state,  to 
enforce  a  decree  obtained  in  the  courts  of  another  state,  the  court 
will  not  inquire  into  the  merits  of  such  decree.  But  when  the 
<3a8e  shown  by  the  record  is  such  that  no  court  could,  upon  any 
principles  of  law,  have  given  the  judgment  unless  imposed  upon, 
this  will  be  regarded  as  proof  that  the  judgment  was  obtained  by 
fraud  on  the  court.*  Thus  judgment  by  a  court  of  Kentucky 
that  a  deed  given  for  lands  in  New  Jersey  is  void,  is  a  judgment 
AS  to  the  title  of  lands  which  the  courts  of  the  former  state  have 
no  jurisdiction  to  make.  Neither  have  they  jurisdiction  to  decree 
a  conveyance  or  deliver  of  possession,  founded  on  such  a  judg- 
ment. 

§  515.  A  person,  however,  though  a  citizen  of  another  State, 
when  he  comes  within  the  territory  of  a  particular  sovereignty, 
-contracts  a  sort  of  temporary  allegiance  to  it,  and  may  be  justly 
subjected  to  its  process,  and  bound  personally  by  the  judgments 
of  its  courts.*  If  the  defendant  was  present  in  the  foreign  State 
when  proceedings  were  begun,  and  process  was  served  upon  him, 
no  irregularity,  in  such  service,  unless  such  as  deprived  it  of  all 
eitatory  efifect,  can  be  set  up  against  the  judgment  ensuing 
thereon,  in  a  suit  on  such  judgment,  in  another  State.     Thus,  A., 


'  Henderson  v.  HenderBon,  8  Q.  B. 
288;  Sadler  v.  Robbins.  1  Camp.  258. 

•  Burnley  v.  Stevenson,  24  Ohio  St. 
474;  Yost  v.  Devault,  9  Iowa,  60; 
Sutpha  V.  Fowler,  9  Paige,  280;  Ponn 
V.  Hayward,  14  Ohio  St.  802;  Cleve 
land  V.  Burrill,  25  Barb.  522;  Fowler 
V.  Harris,  1  H.  &  M.  5;  De  Klyre  v. 
Walkins,  3  Sand.  187;  Scott  v.  Nesbitt, 
14  Yes.  488;  Maunder  ▼.  Lloid,  2  J. 
Jt  H.  718;  Toller  v.  Carteret,  2  Vern. 
495;  Newton  v.  Bronson.  18  N.  Y. 
587;  Brown  y.  Desmond,  100  Mass. 


267;  Davison  v.  Parker,  14  Allen,  94; 
Pingree  v.  Coffin,  12  Gray,  804;  Miller 
V.  Rusk,  17  Tex.  170;  Hearst  v. 
Kuykendall,  16  Tex.  327. 

» Davis  V.   Headley,  22  N.  J.  Eq. 
115. 

*  Jardine  v.  Reichert,  89  N.  J.  L. 
165;  Peel  v.  January,  85  Ark.  881; 
S.  C,  87  Am.  R.  27;  Murphy  v. 
Winter,  18  Ga.  690;  Downer  v.  Shaw, 
22  N.  H.  277;  Mowry  v.  Chase,  100 
Mass.  79. 
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a  citLsen  of  St.  Louis,  sned  B.,  a  citizen  of  Arkansas,  in  the  cir- 
cnit  conrt  of  the  conntj  in  which  B.  lived,  and,  in  order  to  get 
jurisdiction  of  his  person  and  sue  him  in  St.  Lonis,  had  him 
served  in  Arkansas  with  notice  to  take  depositions  in  St.  Louis 
for  evidence  in  the  pending  suit  in  Arkansas,  thereby,  inducing^ 
him  to  go  to  St.  Louis,  where  service  was  made  upon  him  in  a 
suit  begun  there,  on  which  judgment  was  afterwards  obtained 
by  default.  Suit  being  bi*ought  in  Arkansas  against  B.  upoa 
this  judgment,  he  set  up  the  above  facts  in  defense.  However 
such  fraud  might  have  affected  the  judgment  in  Missouri,  or 
might  have  been  a  reason  for  an  injunction  against  the  judgment 
in  equity,  it  was  no  defense  to  an  action  at  law  upon  the  judg- 
ment' A  personal  service  by  notice,  in  order  to  give  the  courts 
of  one  State  jurisdiction  of  a  cause,  the  defendant  in  which, 
resides  in  another,  so  that  a  judgment  in  such  cause  may  be 
enforced  in  the  latter  State,  must  be  such  a  notice  as  a  court  is 
competent  to  direct,  and  which  can  be  served  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion :"  and  whenever  the  jurisdiction  is  founded  upon  the  per- 
son within  the  territory,  or  their  property  being  there,  the  judg- 
ment will  be  valid,  so  far  as  that  jurisdiction  could  legitimately 
extend,  but  no  farther.  One  of  the  most  ordinary  kind  of 
actions  is,  that  termed  foreign  attachment,  and  tlie  process  is 
against  the  property  of  non-resident  debtors^  and  when  that  is 
attached  and  judgment  rendered  upon  process  of  this  kind,  it 
binds  the  property  ;  for  this  is  the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court.'  But  as  the  judgment  is  iri  rem  against  the  res^  it  can 
have  no  effect  as  a  judgment  in  jpersoncmi^  and  is  not  regarded 
in  other  States  or  among  foreign  nations  as  evidence  of  any  debt^ 
nor  does  it  receive  the  same  credit  or  effect  of  a  judgment  i;* 
personaj/i*  The  reason  is  that  the  court  can  only  acquire  juris- 
diction over  the  property,  and  there  can  be  no  jurisdiction  or 

»  Peel  V.  January.  35  Ark.  881;  8.  *  Arndt  v,  Amdt,  15  Ohio,  83:  Rob- 

C,  87  Am.  Rep.  27.  insonv.  Ward,  8  Johns.  86;  Kilburn 

*  Ewer  V.  CoflSn,  1  Cush.  28.  v.  Woodworlh,  5  Johns.  41;  Bates  v. 

•  Green  v.  Van  Biiskirk,  7  Wall.  Delevan,  8  Johns.  86;  Thompson  v. 
180;  Melhop  y.   Doane,  31  la.  89-7;  Emmert,4McL.  96;  Lincoln  v.  Tower. 
Moore  v.  Spackman,  12  S.  &  R.  287;  2  McL.  478;  Melhop  v.  Doane,  31  la. 
Molyneuz  y.  Seymour,  80  Ga.  440;  397;    Ward   y.    McKenzie,   88   Tex 
Hale  y.  Williams,  6  Pick.  282.  497;  Seyier  y.  Roddie,  57  Mo.  680. 
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adjudication  other  than  that  which  is  limited  to  the  Res  only.' 
FroceediDgs  in  Bern  are  governed  by  the  same  principles  as  those 
of  domestic  jadgments,  and  the  adjadication  is  binding  en  the 
property  in  question,  if  within  the  jurisdiction  where  the  pro- 
ceedings were  commenced,  and  subject  to  the  lien  of  the  libel  or 
attachment. 

■ 

§  516.  In  order  that  a  judgment  may  have  the  conclusive 
effect  of  a  judgment  in  personam^  the  process  must  be  personally 
served  upon  the  defendant,  or  he  must  appear  in  person  or  by 
attorney  in  the  action,*  and  it  must  be  served  upon  the  defend- 
ant while  he  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  sovereignty  under 
which  the  court  acts,  for  no  sovereign  has  the  right  to  issue  such 
notice  to  the  citizen  of  another  State  or  country,  and  thereby 
draw  the  party  from  his  own  proper  forum  ad  aliam  examere. 
But  if  a  party  chooses  to  appear  and  contest  the  merits,  submit 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  waiving  his  personal  immunity^ 
the  judgment  is  as  conclusive  as  though  he  be  a  resident  or  citi- 
zen of  the  sovereignty  in  which  the  judgment  is  obtained,  and 
the  effect,  credit  and  faith  accorded  to  it  in  every  other  State, 
will  be  the  same  as  that  accorded  to  it  in  the  State  where  it  is 
recovered.'  It  is  too  late  then  to  contest  the  qnestion  of  jurisdic- 
tion.^ In  a  late  case,  it  was  held  that  where,  in  a  civil  action  in 
a  sister  State,  the  defendant  was  not  served  with  process,  and  did, 
not  appear ;  but  being  proceeded  against  in  the  name  of  the  State- 
for  contempt,  in  resisting  an  attachment  therein,  he  appeared  by 


Green  v.  Van  Buskirk,  7  Wall. 
189;  Lincoln  v.  Tower.  2  McL.  478; 
Cocbran  v.  Fitch,  1  Sand.  Oh.  146; 
Westerwelt  v.  Lewis,  2  McL.  511; 
Buchanan  v.  Rucker,  9  East,  192; 
Steel  V.  Smith,  7  W.  &  8-  447;  Whit- 
ing V.  Johnson,  5  Dana,  890;  Miller  v. 
Miller,  1  Bailey,  242;  Smith  v. 
Nichols,  6  Bing.  N.  C.  208;  Cham- 
berlain ▼.  Parris,  1  Mo.  517;  Hall  v. 
Williams,  6  Pick.  332;  Wilson  v. 
Miles,  2  Hall,  858;  Be^iquet  v.  Mc- 
Carthy, 2  B.  &  A.  951;  Molyneux  v. 
Seymour,  80  Ga.  440;  Watkins  ▼.  Hol- 
man,  16  Pet  25;  Yauquelin  v.  Bouard, 
15  C.  B.  N.  S.  841 ;  Barrow  v.  West, 


28  Pick.  270;  Meeus  ▼.  Thelluson,  ^ 
Ezchq.  688. 

«  Baxley  v.  Linah,  16  Pa.  St.  241 ; 
Barnes  v.  Gibbs,  81  W.  J.  L.  317 ; 
Brown  v.  Lexington  &  Co.,  18  N.  J. 
L.  191;  Rogers  V.  Odell.  39  N.  H.  457; 
Child  V.  Eureka  Works,  45  N.  H.  647;. 
Bank  v.  Brown,  50  Me.  214;  Cincin- 
nati, &c.  Co.  V.  Wynne,  14  Ind.  885;. 
Lapham  v.  Briggs,  27  Vt.  26;  Nichol 
V.  Mason,  21  Wend.  889. 

>  Harbin  v.  Chiles,  20  Mo.  814;  Cone 
V.  Hooper,  18  Minn.  531;  Nations  ▼» 
Johnson,  24  How.  195  ;  Pennoyer  v. 
Nefif,  95  U.  S.  714. 

*  Rogers  \ .  Rogers,  15  B.  Mon.  86^ 
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counsel  in  the  proceeding  for  contempt ;  an  action  oonld  not  be 
maintained  in  Massachneetts  on  a  judgment  rendered  against 
him  in  the  suitj  It  has  been  held*  that  the  judgments  and 
decrees  of  courts  of  other  States  are  on\jj>rima  facte  evidence 
in  the  courts  of  Illinois,  of  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  recover 
against  one  who  at  the  timB  of  bringing  the  former  suit  was  a 
resident  of  that  State.  This  rule  cannot  be  sound  if  the  defend- 
ant was  personally  served,  though  temporarily  within  the  juris- 
diction of  such  foreign  tribunal. 

§  517.  A  judgment  obtained  in  a  court  of  one  State  cannot 
be  enforced  in  the  courts  and  against  a  citizen  of  another,  urilesa 
the  court  rendering  the  judgment  has  acquired  jurisdiction  over 
the  defendant  by  actual  service  of  process  upon  him,  or  by  his 
voluntary  appearance  to  the  suit  and  submission  to  that  jurisdic- 
tion. Such  a  judgment  may  be  perfectly  valid  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion where  rendered,  and  enforced  there  even  against  the  prop- 
erty, effects,  and  credits  of  a  non-resident  defendant  there 
situated,  but  it  cannot  be  enforced  or  made  the  foundation  of  an 
action  in  another  State.  A  law  which  substitutes  constructive 
for  actual  notice  is  binding  upon  persons  domiciled  within  the 
State  where  such  law  prevails,  and  as  respects  the  property  of 
others  there  situated,  but  can  bind  neither  person  nor  property 
beyond  its  limits.  This  rule  is  based  upon  international  law,  and 
upon  that  natural  protection  which  every  country  owes  to  its  own 
citizens.  It  concedes  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  the  extent 
of  the  State  where  the  judgment  is  rendered,  but  upon  the  prin- 
•ciple  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  its  own  citizens  to  give  effect  to 
the  judgments  of  a  foreign  tribunal  against  them  ;  when  they  had 
no  oi)portunity  of  being  heard,  its  validity  is  denied.  This  doc- 
trine is  in  no  wise  affected  by  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Acts  of  Congress  passed  in  pursuance 
thereof,  that  '^  full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State 
to  the  public  Acts,  records  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other 
State ;  and  the  Congress  may  by  general  laws,  prescribe  the  man- 
Xier  in  which  such  Acts,  records  and  judicial  proceedings  shall  be 

'McDermott  ▼.   Clary,   107  Mass.  Inglehart  y.  *&Ioore,  16  Ark.  46;  Ryaa 

iK)l;  Barkman  V.   Hopkins,   11  Ark.  v.  YallandiDgham,  25  III.  125. 
J67;  Whitticr  v.  Wendall,  7  N.   H.         »  Jones  v.  Warner,  81  111.  MS. 
267;  Winston  v.  Taylor,  28  Mo.  82; 


PoEEiQN  Judgments. 


621 


proved,  and  iJie  effect  thereof. ^^  This  is  the  uniform  rule  upon 
the  effect  of  this  class  of  judgments.*  This  rule  has  been  enforced 
in  numerous  instances  and  against  judgments  obtained  without 
notice  under  various  laws  and  in  various  modes.  Its  application 
is  to  be  determined  by  the  circumstances  of  each  case  as  it  arises. 

§  618.  The  whole  subject  has  been  very  fully  and  ably  con- 
sidered in  the  resent  case  of  Pennoyer  v.  Neff.*  ^'  The  force  and 
effect  of  judgments  rendered  against  non-residents  without  per<^ 
sonal  service  of  process  upon  them,  or  their  voluntary  appear- 
ance, have  been  the  subject  of  frequent  consideration  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  states,  as  attempts 
have  been  made  to  enforce  such  judgments  in  states  other  than 


*  Starr  v.  Heckert,  8d  Md.  267;  Mc- 
Cormarck  v.  Deaver,  22  Md.  198; 
Wenwagv.  Pawling,  5  G.  &  J.  610; 
Pennoyer  v.  Ngff,  95  U.  8.  714;  Board 
V.  College,  17  WaU.  621;  lies  v.  Eld- 
redge,  18  Eas.  296;  Chew  y.  Brum- 
magum,  21  N.  J.  Eq.  620;  Howell  v. 
Gordon,  40  Ga.302;Mill8  v.  Duryee,  7 
Crancb,  481;  Picquet  v.  Swan,  5  Ma- 
son, 86;  Buttrick  v.  Allen,  8  Mass.  278; 
Dewitt  ▼.  Burnett,  3  Barb.  96;  Schibsby 
V.  Westenholz,  L.  R  6  Q.  B.  153;  Buch- 
anan V.  Rucker,  9  East,  192;  Ilavelock 
V.  Rockwood,  8  T.  R.  368;  Bowles  v. 
Orr,  1  y.  &  Coll.  464;  Enosv.  Coffin, 
1  CuBh.  23;  Arndt  v.  Arndt,  15  Ohio, 
83;  Foster  v.  Glazener,  27  Ala.  896; 
McVicker  v.  Beedy,  81  Me.  316; 
Prince  v.  Hickok,  89  Vt.  202;  Moulin 
V,  Ins.  Co..  24  N.  J.  L.  222;  Gillett  v. 
Camp,  23  Mo.  875;  Trimble  v.  Long. 
18  Ohio  S.  430;  Smiih  v.  Smith,  17 
111.  482;  Pollard  v.  Waggener,  18 
Wis.  569;  Jones  v.  Spencer,  16  Wis 
688;  Castrique  y.  Imrie,  L.  R.  4  H 
L.  428;  Shaw  v.  Gould,  L.  R.  8  H.  L 
66;  Bischoif  v.  Wethered,  9  Wall 
812;  Kerr  v.  Kerr,  41  N.  Y.  275 
Webster  ▼.  Reid,  11  How.  460;  Bos 
-well's  Lessee  v.  Otis,  9  How.  850;  Kil 
bourn  v.  Woodworth,  6  Johns.  40; 
Bobinaon  y.  Ward,  8  John.  86;  Bis- 


sell  y.  Briggs,  9  Mass.  464;  Fenton  y. 
Garlick.  8  John.  194;  D'Arcey  y. 
Ketchum,  11  How.  166. 

•  Pennoyer  v.   Neflf,  96  U.  8.  714; 
Baraett   y.    Spicer,   76  N.   Y.    628; 
Mickey   y.   Stratton,  6  Sawyer,  476; 
Smith  y.   Curtis,    88  Mich.  893;  St. 
Clair  V.  Cox,  106  U.  S.  854;    Pana  v. 
Bowler,  107    U.    S.    527;  Cooper  y. 
Reynolds,  10  Wall.  808;  Brooklyn   y. 
Ins. Co.,  99  U.  S.  862;  Empire  y.  Dar- 
lington, 101  U.  S.  87;  Pope  y.  Manfg. 
Co.,  87 N.  Y.  187;  Bank  v.  Peabody, 
56  Vt.  492;  D'Arcy  y.  Kotchum,  11 
How.  166;  Rugglesy.  Coleman,  Hard- 
ing. 418;  Thurber  y.  Black  bourne,  1 
N.  H.  242;  Whittier  v.  Wendell,  7  N 
H.  267;  Sim  y.  Frank,   25  111.  125*; 
Jones  V.  Warner,  81  111.  348;  Kilburn 
y.  Woodworth,   6  Johns.  41;  Robin- 
son V.    Ward,  8  Johns.  86;  Bates  v. 
Dele  van,   8  Paige,   299;  Starbuck  v. 
Murray,  6   Wend.    148;    Bissell   y. 
Briggs,  9  Mass.  462;  Pelton  y.  Plai- 
ner, 13  Ohio,  209;  Anrdt  v.   Arndt, 
15  Ohio,  38;  Rogers  y.  Burns,  27  Pa. 
St.  526;  Winston  y.  Taylor,  28  Mo. 
82;  Outhwithy.  Porter,  13  Mich.  633; 
Keutchlcr  y.  Jamison,   6  Mo.   App. 
135;  Price  y.    Hickok,    89    Vt.  292; 
Rangely  y.  Webster,  11  N.  H.  299; 
McEwen  y.  Zimmar,  88  Mich.  766. 
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those  in  which  they  were  rendered,  under  the  provision  of  tha 
GonstitntioQ  requiring  that  ^  full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given 
in  each  state  to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings 
of  every  other  state ;'  and  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the 
mode  of  authenticating  such  acts,  records,  and  proceedings,  and 
declaring  that  when  thus  authenticated,  ^  thej  shall  have  such 
faith  and  credit  given  to  them  in  every  court  within  the  United 
States  as  they  have  by  law  or  usage  in  the  courts  of  the  state 
from  which  they  are  or  shall  be  taken.'  In  the  earlier  cases  it 
was  supposed  that  the  act  gave  to  all  judgments  the  same  effect 
in  other  states  which  they  had  by  law  in  the  state  where  rendered. 
But  this  view  was  afterwards  qualified  so  as  to  make  the  act 
applicable  only  when  the  court  rendering  the  judgment  had 
jurisdiction  of  the  parties  and  of  the  subject-matter,  and  not  to 
preclude  an  inquiry  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  which 
the  judgment  was  rendered*  or  the  right  of  the  state  itself  to 
exercise  authority  over  the  person  or  the  subject-matter.''* 
*' Every  independent  government,  is  at  liberty  to  prescribe  its 
own  methods  of  judicial  process,  and  to  declare  by  what  forms 
parties  shall  be  brought  before  its  tribunals.  But,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power,  no  government,  if  it  desires  extra-territorial 
recognition  of  its  acts,  can  violate  those  rights  which  are 
universally  esteemed  fundamental  and  essential  to  society.  Thus, 
a  judgment  in  personam  by  the  court  of  a  State  against  a  citizen 
of  such  State,  in  his  absence,  and  without  any  notice,  express  or 
implied,  would  be  regarded  in  every  external  jurisdiction  as 
absolutely  void  and  unenforceable.  Such  would  certainly  be  the 
case  if  such  judgment  was  so  rendered  against  the  citizen  of  a 
foreign  State."  National  comity  is  never  thus  extended  ;  even 
the  proceeding  is  deemed  an  illegitimate  assumption  of  power 
and  resisted  as  mere  abuse ;  no  faith  and  credit  or  force  and  effect 
has  been  given  to  such  judgments  by  any  state  of  the  Union, 
courts  uniformly  and  in  many  instances  hold  them  to  be  void. 
"  The  international  law,  as  it  existed  among  the  states  in  1790, 
was  that  a  judgment  rendered  in  one  state,  assuming  to  bind  the 
person  of  a  citizen  of  another,  was  void  within  the  foreign  state 
when  the  defendant  had  not  been  served  with  process  or  volun- 
tarily made  defense,  because  neither  the  legislative  jurisdiction 

>  ITElmoyne  v.  Cohen,  18  Peters,  812. 
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Bor  that  of  courts  of  justice  had  binding  force."  The  act  of 
Oongress  did  not  intend  to  declare  a  new  rule  or  to  embrace 
judicial  records  of  this  description.  The  doctrine  is  that  the  act 
*^  was  not  designed  to  displace  that  principle  of  natural  justice 
which  requires  a  person  to  have  notice  of  a  suit  before  he  can  be 
conclusivelj  bound  ^j  its  result ;  nor  those  rules  of  public  law 
which  protect  persons  and  property  within  one  state  from  the 
exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  them  by  another.'" 

'^  In  all  the  cases  brought  in  the  state  and  federal  courts,  where 
attempts  have  been  made  nnder  the  act  of  Oongress  to  give  effect 
in  one  state  to  personal  judgments  rendered  in  another  state 
against  non-residents  without  service  upon  them,  or  upon  sub- 
atituted  service  by  publication,  or  in  some  other  form,  it  has  been 
held,  without  an  exception,  that  such  judgments  were  without 
any  binding  force,  except  as  to  property  or  interests  in  property 
within  the  state,  to  reach  and  affect  which  was  the  object  of  the 
action  in  which  the  judgment  was  rendered,  and  which  property 
was  brought  under  control  of  the  court  in  connection  with  the 
process  against  the  person.  The  proceeding  in  such  cases,  though 
in  the  form  of  a  personal  action,  has  been  uniformly  treated, 
where  service  was  not  obtained  and  the  party  did  not  voluntarily 
appear,  as  effectual  and  binding  merely  as  a  proceeding  in  rem, 
and  as  having  no  operation  beyond  the  disposition  of  the  property 
or  some  interest  therein.  For  the  reason,  that  the  tribunals  of 
one  state  have  no  jurisdiction  over  persons  beyond  its  limits,  and 
<^an  only  inquire  into  their  obligation  to  its  citizens  when  exer- 
<3ising  its  conceded  jurisdiction  over  their  property  within  its 
limits." 

§  519.  There  are  two  well-established  principles  of  public 
law  respecting  the  jurisdiction  of  an  independent  State  over  per- 
sons and  property.  The  several  States  of  the  Union  are  not,  it 
is  true,  in  every  respect  independent ;  many  of  the  rights  and 
powers  which  originally  belonged  to  them  are  now  vested  in  the 
government  created  by  the  Constitution.  But  except  as  restrained 
and  limited  by  that  instrument  they  possess  and  exercise  the 
authority  of  independent  States,  and  the  principles  of  public 
law  are  applicable  to  them.    One  of  these  principles  is  that  every 

I  Ids.  Ck>mpany  y.  French,  15  How.  406. 
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State  possesses  exclnsive  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  over  per- 
sons and  property  witbin  its  territory.  As  a  consequence,  every 
State  has  the  power  to  determine  for  itself  the  civil  statna  and 
capacities  of  its  inhabitants ;  to  prescribe  the  subjects  npon  which 
they  may  contract,  the  forms  and  solemnities  with  which  their 
contracts  shall  be  execated,  the  rights  and  obligations  arising 
from  them,  and  the  mode  in  which  their  validity  shall  be  deter- 
mined and  their  obligations  enforced  ;  and  also  to  regulate  the 
manner  and  conditions  npon  which  property  situated  within  such 
territory,  both  personal  and  real,  may  be  acquired,  enjoyed  and 
transferred.  The  other  principle  of  public  law  referred  to  fol- 
lows from  the  one  mentioned,  that  is,  that  no  State  can  exercise 
direct  jurisdiction  and  authority  over  persons  or  property  with- 
out its  territory.  The  several  States  are  of  equal  dignity  and 
authority,  and  the  independence  of  one  implies  the  exclusion  of 
power  from  all  others.  The  laws  of  one  State  have  no  operation 
outside  of  its  territory,  except  so  far  as  is  allowed  by  comity ; 
and  that  no  tribunal  ^established  by  it  can  extend  its  process 
beyond  that  territory  so  as  to  subject  either  persons  or  property 
to  its  decisions.  Any  exertion  of  authority  of  this  sort  is  a  mere 
nullity,  and  incapable  of  binding  such  persons  or  property  in  any 
other  tribunals. 

"  But  as  contracts  made  in  one  State  may  be  enforceable  only 
in  another  State,  and  property  may  be  held  by  non-residents,  the 
exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  which  every  State  is  admitted  to 
possess  over  persons  and  property  within  its  own  territory  will 
often  affect  persons  and  property  without  it.  To  any  influence 
exerted  in  this  way  by  a  State  affecting  persons  resident  or  prop- 
erty situated  elsewhere,  no  objection  can  be  justly  taken,  whilst 
any  direct  exertion  of  authority  upon  them,  in  an  attempt  to 
give  ex  territorial  operation  to  its  laws,  or  to  enforce  an  ex-terri- 
torial jurisdiction  by  its  tribunals,  would  be  deemed  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  independence  of  the  State  in  which  the  persons 
are  domiciled,  or  the  property  is  situated,  and  be  resisted  as 
usurpation. 

'^  Thus  the  State,  through  its  tribunals,  may  compel  persons 
domiciled  within  its  limits  to  execute,  in  pursuance  of  their  con- 
tracts respecting  property  elsewhere  situated,  instruments  in  such 
form  and  with  such  solemnities  as  to  transfer  the  title,  so  far  as 
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each  formalities  can  be  complied  with,  aud  the  exercise  of  this 
jurisdiction  in  no  manner  interferes  with  the  snpreme  control 
over  the  property  by  the  State  within  which  it  is  situated.* 

"  So  the  State,  through  its  tribunals,  may  subject  property 
situated  within  its  limits  owned  by  non-residents  to  the  payment 
of  the  demands  of  its  own  citizens  against  them,  and  the  exercise 
of  this  jurisdiction  in  no  respect  infringes  upon  the  sovereignty 
of  the  State  where  the  owners  are  domiciled.  Every  State  owes 
protection  to  its  own  citizens,  and,  when  non-residents  deal  with 
them,  it  is  a  legitimate  and  just  exercise  of  authority  to  hold 
and  appropriate  any  property  owned  by  such  non-residents  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  its  citizens.  It  is  in  virtue  of  the  State's 
jurisdiction  over  the  property  of  the  non-resident  situated  within 
its  limits  that  its  tribunals  can  inquire  into  that  non-resident's 
obligations  to  its  own  citizens,  and  the  inquiry  can  then  only  be 
carried  to  the  extent  necessary  to  control  the  disposition  of  the 
property.  If  the  non-residents  have  no  property  in  the  State, 
there  is  nothing  upon  which  the  tribunals  can  adjudicate. 

"  Where  a  party  is  within  a  territory,  he  may  justly  be  sub- 
jected to  its  process  and  boutid  personally  by  the  judgment  pro- 
nounced on  such  process  against  him.  Where  ho  is  not  within 
such  territory,  and  is  not  personally  subject  to  its  laws,  if  on 
account  of  his  supposed  or  actual  property  being  within  the  ter- 
ritory, process  by  the  local  laws  may,  by  attachment,  go  to  com- 
pel his  appearance,  and  for  his  default  to  appear  judgment  may 
be  pronounced  against  him,  such  judgment  must,  upon  general 
principles,  be  deemed  only  to  bind  him  to  the  extent  of  such 
property,  and  cannot  have  the  effect  of  a  conclusive  judgment  in 
persona/m,  for  the  plain  reason  that,  except  so  far  as  the  property 
is  concerned,  it  is  a  judgment  coram  nonjvdioey^ 

Thus,  in  a  late  case,*  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
say :  "  It  would  doubtless  be  within  the  power  of  the  State  in 
which  the  land  lies  to  provide  by  statute  that  if  the  defendant  is 
not  found  within  the  jurisdiction,  or  refuses  to  make  or  to  cancel 
a  deed,  this  should  be  done  in  his  behalf  by  a  trustee  appointed 
by  the  court  for  that  purpose.*     But  in  such  a  case,  as  in  the 

*  Penn  ▼.  Lord  Baltimore.  1  Vesey,  •  Picquet  v.  Swan,  6  Mason,  43. 
444;  Massie  ▼.  Watts,  6  Cranch,  148;  «  Hart  ▼.  Sansom,  110  U.  8.  151 
Watkius  v.   Holman.   16  Peters,  25;        *  Felch  v.   Hooper,  119  Mass.  52; 

Corbett  v.  Nutt,  10  Wallace,  475.  Ager  ▼.  Murray,  105  U.  8. 126. 
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ordiuary  exercise  of  its  jarisdictioD,  a  court  of  cquitj  acts  in 
personam,  by  compelling  a  deed  to  be  executed  or  canceled  by 
j>r  in  behalf  of  the  party.  It  has  no  inherent  power,  by  the  mere 
force  of  its  decree,  to  annal  a  deed,  or  to  establish  a  title. 

'^  In  the  jndgment  in  question,  no  trustee  to  act  in  behalf  of 
the  defendant  was  appointed  by  the  court,  nor  have  we  been 
referred  to  any  statute  authorizing  such  an  appointment  to  be 
made.  The  utmost  effect  which  can  be  attributed  to  the  judg- 
ment, as  against  Hart,  is  that  of  an  ordinary  decree  for  the 
removal  by  him,  as  well  as  by  the  other  defendants,  of  a  cloud 
upon  the  plaintiffs'  title. 

"  Such  a  decree,  being  in  personam  merely,  can  only  be  sup- 
ported, against  a  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  or  resident  of  the 
State  in  which  it  is  rendered,  by  actual  service  upon  him  within 
its  jurisdiction  ;  and  constructive  service  by  publication  in  a 
newspaper  is  not  sulHcient.  The  courts  of  the  State  might  per- 
haps feel  bound  to  give  effect  to  the  service  made  as  directed  by 
its  statutes.  But  no  court  deriving  its  authority  from  another 
government  will  recognize  a  merely  constructive  service  as  bring- 
ing the  person  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  The  judg- 
ment would  be  allowed  no  force  in  the  courts  of  any  other  State; 
and  it  is  of  no  greater  force,  as  against  a  citizen  of  another  State, 
in  a  court  of  the  United  States,  though  held  within  the  State  in 
which  the  judgment  was  rendered."* 

§  520.  The  judgment  of  a  court  of  a  sister  State  in  a  pro- 
ceeding by  foreign  attachment,  where  the  defendant  has  not  been 
served  nor  appeared,  is  not  evidence  of  the  debt.*  In  an  action 
on  a  judgment  recovered  in  another  State  against  two  defendants, 
only  one  of  whom  was  served  with   process,  there  can  be  no 


*  nolliniTSWortb  v.  Barbour,  4  Pet. 
406;  Boswell  v.  Otis,  9  How.  836; 
Bischoff  V.  Wethered,  9  Wall.  812  ; 
Knowles  v.  Gasligjht  Co.,  19  Wall. 
58;  Pennoyer  v.  Neff,  95  U.  S.  714; 
Schibsby  v.  Westerboltz,  L.  R.  6  Q. 
B.  155;  Tbe  City  of  Mecca.  6  P.  D. 
106. 

•  Curtis  v.  Qibbs.  1  Pa.  Bt.  899;  Star- 
buck  V.  Murray,  5  Wend.  148;  Hol- 
brook    V.    Murray,    5    Wend.    161; 


Robinson  v.  Ward,  8  Johns.  86; 
Pawling  V.  Bird,  18  Johns.  192; 
Chamberlain  v.  Faris,  1  Mo.  517; 
Phelps  V.  Holker,  1  UaU.  261;  .Steel  v. 
Smith.  7  W.  &  8.  447;  Arndt  ▼. 
Arndt,  15  Ohio,  88;  Feltus  v.  Starke, 
12  La.  Ann.  798;  Jones  v.  Spencer,  15 
Wis.  583;  Price  v.  Hickok,  89  Vl  292; 
Eastman  v.  Wadleigh,  65  Me.  251; 
S.  C,  20  Am.  R  695. 


Foreign  Judgments.  627 

recoverj,  even  against  the  one  served.'  Nor  will  an  action  lie  ia 
■another  State  upon  a  judgment  against  a  foreign  corporation, 
without  appearance.' 

§  621.  Judgments  rendered  on  constructive  service,  where 
the  defendsCht's  property  is  proceeded  against,  as  by  attachment, 
4ire  valid  in  the  State  where  rendered,  to  the  extent  of  the  amount 
realized  from  the  sale  of  the  property,  and  have  no  other  effect 
in  any  State.  Such  judgments  do  not  merge  the  cause  of  action. 
As  for  example,  where  suit  is  brought  on  a  note  for  a  thousand 
•dollars,  the  note  being  executed  by  a  non-resident  of  the  State, 
who  may  have  real  or  personal  property  in  the  State  where  the 
holder  of  the  note  resides,  he  commences  suit  by  attachment  of 
such  property,  and  it  realizes  on  execution  sale  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, which  is  a  cij^dit  on  the  note.  This  judgment  will  not  merge 
the  note  or  prevent  its  being  sued  upon  for  the  residue  by  tho 
holder  or  his  assignee  in  an  action  against  the  maker  where  he 
can  obtain  a  personal  judgment,  based  upon  personal  service.'  In 
a  well  reasoned  opinion,  the  Supreme  Court  of  "V^ermont,  in  a 
similar  case,  said :  "  The  point  here  is  whether  the  New  Hamp- 
shire judgment,  as  a  personal  judgment,  was  void  or  only  void- 
able. The  facts  were,  that  the  plaintiff,  a  National  bank,  was 
located  in  Vermont ;  one  of  the  defendants  was  a  resident  of 
Yermont,  and  the  other  of  Louisiana.  The  plaintiff  obtained  a 
judgment  by  default  in  a  court  in  New  Hampshire,  having 
attached  the  defendant's  real  estate  situated  there ;  but  no  per- 
aonal  process  of  service  was,  made,  no  notice  was  given  except  a 
<5onstrnctive  one  by  publication  according  to  the  laws  of  NeW 
Eampshire,  and  no  appearance  by  the  defendants.  In  an  action 
brought  upon  the  same  cause  of  action  as  the  former  one,  Jidd^ 
that  the  original  cause  of  action  was  not  merged  in  the  New 
Ilampshire  judgment ;  and  that  this  action  could  be  sustained." 
"  The  ground  upon  which  it  would  be  propounced  voidable  would 
be,  that  the  court  never  obtained  jurisdiction  over  the  persons 
of  the  defendants ;  but  this  would  make  the  judgment  void. 
The  judgment  was  rendered  by  reason  of  jurisdiction  over  prop- 
erty of  the  defendants.     In  its  operation  and  effect  upon  that,  it 

>  Hanley  v.  Donohne,  59  Md.  239;         *  Gilchiist  v.   Land  Company    31 
8.  C,  48  Am.  R.  554,  W.  Va.  115;  8.  C,  45  Am.  R.  565. 

•  Sodth  V.  Curtis,  88  IQch.  898. 
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was  neither  void  nor  voidable.  Bejond  that,  it  was  either  valid 
or  invalid,  independent  of  the  choice  of  either  party.  It  was  not 
erroneous.  There  was  no  error  in  it.  The  proceeding  was  reg- 
ular. The  conrt  had  the  right  to  proceed  as  it  did  proceed ;  and 
to  the  extent  that  the  judgment  was  satisfied  by  the  property 
attached,  the  proceeding  would  bar  a  recovery  in  this  action.  To 
that  extent  the  judgment  there  is  available  here  in  behalf  of  the 
defendants,  the  same  as  a  payment  would  be.  That  is,  that  judg- 
ment is  conclusive  between  the  parties  as  to  the  property  of  the 
defendants  there  attached  and  appropriated  to  its  satisfaction, 
but  beyond  that,  and  as  a  judgment  in  personam^  we  think  it  is 
a  nullity.  The  court,  having  no  jurisdiction  of  the  defendants, 
had  no  power  to  adjudge  as  against  them  upon  the  amount  of  the 
plaintiff's  claim,  no  power  to  pass  upon  the  defendant's  personal 
rights  and  obligations ;  therefore,  a  judgment  in  form  against 
them,  as  an  incident  of  the  proceeding  against  the  property 
attached,  could  not  operate  as  a  merger  of  the  original  claim.  We 
think  the  proceedings  had  no  further  foixse  or  effect  than  to 
enable  the  New  Hampshire  court  to  apply  the  property  there 
attached,  or  its  proceeds,  on  the  plaintiff's  claim  as  established  in 
that  proceeding;  that  beyond  this  it  created  no  right,  either 
against  the  defendant  or  in  behalf  of  the  plaintiff.  It  therefore 
furnished  no  basis  upon  which  to  bring  a  suit.  We  do  not  think 
the  effect  of  the  attachment  was  to  aid  the  constructive  service 
of  the  process  so  as  to  make  it  equivalent  to  pei*sonal  service, 
except  to  the  extent  that  the  court  was  reaching  after  property 
within  its  jurisdiction.  ^  Jurisdiction  of  the  property  does  not 
draw  after  it  jurisdiction  of  the  person.' " 

*'  The  case  of  Rangely  v.  Webster*  was  similar  to  this  in  the 
facts  and  question  involved,  and  the  same  conclusion  was  reached. 
In  a  well  stated  opinion  the  court  say  :  *  To  maintain  the  position 
that  in  the  case  of  an  action  upon  the  judgment  the  judgment  is 
Toid,  and  may  be  so  treated,  but  that  when  the  action  is  upon 
the  original  demand,  the  same  judgment  is  valid,  is  to  maintain 
that  the  form  and  manner  of  the  action  adopted  determine  the 
character  of  the  former  judgment,  its  validity,  or  invalidity, 
instead  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  its  recovery.'  "* 

« 11 N.  H.  2d9.  tier  v.  Wendall,  7  N.  H.  267;  Downef 
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§  522.  While  it  is  well  settled  that  the  courts  of  any  State  or 
<30untry  can  have  no  extra-territorial  jurisdiction  so  as  to  give 
notice,  serve  process,  or  charge  persons  <Jr  property  beyond  their 
respective  boundaries,  and  when  thus  unable  to  acquire  juris- 
diction of  the  person  against  whom  legal  proceedings  are  by  stat- 
ute authorized,  and  nominally  taken  without  actual  service  on 
him,  the  proceedings  can  be  treated  as  in  irem  only  in  respect  to 
property  within  the  jurisdiction,  this  doctrine  is  not  applicable 
when  the  person  so  sought  to  be  charged  by  judgment  is  a  sub- 
ject or  citizen  of  the  country  where  and  at  the  time  the  proceed- 
ings are  taken,  and  when  they  are  in  conformity  to  the  statute 
there,  although  the  person  be  then  absent  from  the  country,  and 
that  is  put  upon  the  ground  that  the  person  domiciled  there  owes 
allegiance  to  the  country  and  submission  to  its  laws.'  And  there- 
fore a  judgment  may,  in  such  case  be  rendered  against  and  charge 
•a  defendant  m  personam^  without  any  personal  service  upon  or 
actual  notice  to  him,  and  in  his  absence  from  the  country.  There 
are  only  a  few  reported  cases  in  this  country  where  that  proposi- 
tion has  been  considered.  In  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
a  question  somewhat  analagous  was  decided  in  like  manner  as 
applied  to  the  United  States.*  And  the  same  doctrine  announced 
in  several  States  that  if  the  defendants  had  been  residents  of,  but 
temporarily  absent  from  the  State,  which  occasioned  the  lack  of 
personal  service,  they  would  have  been  upon  principles  of  inter- 
national law  subject  to  the  laws  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts 
of  that  State ;  therefore  the  plaintiff  would  also  be  bound  by  such 
judgment." 

Without  stating  the  principle  more  at  length,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  by  reason  of  the  relation  between  the  State  and  its 


BoyntoQ.  87  N.  H.  9;  Bank  ▼.  Butman, 
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citizen,  which  affords  protection  to  him  and  his  property,  and 
imposes  npon  him  daties  as  such,  he  may  be  charged  by  judg- 
ment in  personam^  binding  on  him  everywhere  as  the  result  of 
legal  proceedings  instituted  and  carried  on  in  conformity  to  the 
statute  of  the  State,  prescribing  a  method  of  service  which  is  not 
personal,  and  which  in  fact  may  not  become  actual  notice  to  him. 
And  this  may  be  accomplished  in  his  lawful  absence  from  tho 
State. 

Each  State  has  the  authority  to  provide  the  means  by  which 
its  own  citizens,  or  those  who  a^'e  residents  therein  temporarily, 
may  be  brought  before  its  courts ;  and  courts  of  other  States  as 
well  as  Federal  courts  have  no  authority  to  disregard  the  meana 
thus  provided ;  and  every  decree  or  judgment  obtained  in  a  State 
against  any  of  its  citizens  by  virtue  of  a  statutory  though  not 
technically  personal  service,  as  for  instance  by  leaving  a  copy  at 
the  usual  place  of  abode,  etc.,  of  the  defendant  in  the  county,  is 
obligatory  upon  such'  citizen  in  every  other  State  or  Federal  trib* 
unal  as  it  is  in  the  State  where  such  judgment  was  rendered.* 

%  523.  The  question  of  the  effect  of  an  appearance  of  a 
defendant  in  an  action,  when  there  is  a  recital  in  the  record  that 
the  parties  appeared  by  attorneys,  naming  the  attorney  for  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  is  one  upon  which  the  question  of  juris- 
diction also  depends,  where  there  is  no  recital  of  personal  service, 
and  this,  like  the  recital  of  personal  service,  must  be  regarded  aa 
prima  facie  or  presumptive  evidence  that  the  defendant  did 
appear,  but  is*  liable  to  be  overcome  by  proof  that  the  appearance 
of  such  attorney  was  unauthorized  ;  such  appearance  without 
authority  is  fraudulent,  and  notwithstanding  such  defense  contra- 
dicts the  recitals  in  the  record,  it  is  a  valid  defense  for  the  pur- 
pose of  impeachment  and  may  be  set  up  in  opposition  to  the 
record.  The  defendant  may  show  that  no  service  was  made 
upon  him  and  that  the  appearance  entered  for  him  was  fraudu- 
lent,* being  without  authority. 

Presumptively  an  attorney  of  a  court  of  record,  who  appears 
for  a  party,  has  authority  to  appear  for  him,  and  though  the 

1  Jardine  v.  Reichert,  89  N.  J.  L.  Marx  y.  Pore,  61   Mo.   60;   Aldrich 

169.  ▼.  Kenney,  4   Conn.    880;    Coit    ▼. 

•  Houston  V.    Dunn,   13  Tex.  476.  Haven,  30  Conn.    190;    Sullivan  v. 
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party  for  whom  he  has  appeared,  when  sued  on  a  record  in  which 
judgment  has  been  entered  against  him  on  such  attorney's 
appearance  may  prove  that  the  attoiiiey  had  no  authority  to 
appear,  yet  it  is  not  allowable  under  a  plea  of  nuL  tiel  record 
only,  it  must  be  on  a  special  plea,  or  on  such  a  plea  as  under  the 
systems  which  do  not  follow  the  common  law  system  of  pleading 
is  the  equivalent  of  such  plea.*  The  Supreme  Court  of  Missouri 
say  that  the  plea  must  be  coupled  with  allegations  that  such 
defendant  has  a  good  defense  on  the  merits  and  so  has  been 
injured  by  snch  fi*andulent  appearance.' 

» 

§  524.  The  ancient  common  law  required  the  parties  to  be 
present,  and  prosecute  or  defend,  in  person.  It  required  a  pat- 
ent, or  special  authority  from  the  crown  {a  dedimvs  jpotestatem 
de  attorndto  faciendo\  to  enable  parties  to  appear  by  attorney. 
Afterwards,  by  various  statutes,  the  right  to  appear  by  attorney 
was  recognized.  But  a  party  might  still  sue  or  defend  in  per- 
son,, and  the  right  to  prosecute  or  defend  was  a  mere  privilege 
intended  for  the  convenience  and  benefit  of  suitors.  In  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  law  attorneys  were  appointed  orally  in  court. 
Afterwards  they  were  allowed  to  be  appointed  by  warrant  out  of 
court,  and  the  practice  of  the  court  was  to  require  the  warrant  to 
be  tiled,  which  might,  however,  be  done  at  any  time  before  judg- 
ment, and  the  want  of  it  in  the  record  was  aided  by  statute,  and 
could  not  be  assigned  for  error.  This  strictness  has  been  gradu- 
ally relaxed,  until  it  is  at  the  present  time  the  settled  rule  that, 
although  an  attorney  cannot,  without  special  authority,  admit 
service  of  jurisdietional  process  upon  his  client,  yet  it  will  be 
presumed  in  all  collateral  proceedings,  and  perhaps  on  appeal  or 
in  error,  that  a  regular  attorney  at  law  who  appeared  for  a 
defendant,  though  not  served,  had  authority  to  do  so.  There 
are  a  number  of  cases  whicli  decide  that  in  a  suit  or  a  direct 
action  on  a  judgment  rendered  against  a  party  upon  an  unauthor- 
ized appearance  by  an  attorney,  if  that  judgment  is  a  domestic 
one,  the  party  can  not  plead  in  defense  his  ignorance  of  the  suit 
and  the  attorney's  want  of  aulhority  to  appear  for  him.  But  the 
contrary  is  now  settled  with  respect  to  foreign  judgments,  and 
consequently  a  judgment  debtor,  in  an  action  against  him  on  the 

>  Hill  V.  Mendenhall,  21  Wall.  468.  •Marx  v.  Fore,  61  Mo.  69. 
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judgment  of  another  State,  may  snccessf ally  defend  by  showing 
that  the  attorney  who  entered  an  appearance  for  him  had  no 
authority  so  to  do.'  In  the  leading  ease  on  this  subject,  Judge 
Dillon,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court  and  giving  the 
reasons  for  this  change,  says :  ^^  No  examination  of  this  subject 
would  be  complete  without  reference  to  the  leading  authorities 
in  English  and  American  courts.  It  is  laid  down  as  law  in  an 
early  case'  that  ^'  when  an  attorney  takes  on  himself  to  appear, 
the  court  looks  no  further,  but  proceeds  as  if  the  attorney  had 
sufficient  authority,  and  leaves  the  party  to  his  action  against 
him."  This  rule  has,  we  submit,  no  foundation  in  reason  to 
stand  upon.  It  obliges  a  person  to  be  bound  by  the  unauthor- 
ized act  of  a  mere  stranger.  It  binds  him  by  the  judgment  of  a 
court  without  a  day  in  court.  It  relieves  the  other  party  of  the 
duty  which  in  reason  belongs  to  him,  viz :  to  serve  his  prooesSj 
and  to  seey  at  hisperU^  that  his  adversary  is  in  court  It  carries 
oat  this  unsoundness  by  compelling  the  vyrong  party  to  look  to 
the  attorney.  True  reason  and  logic  would  say,  if  an  attorney 
appeared  for  me  without  my  knowledge  or  authority,  express  or 
implied,  I  should  not  be  bound,  by  the  act  if  never  ratified  or 
promptly  disavowed,  and  if  the  adverse  party,  being  ignorant  of 
the  want  of  authority  and  carelessly  omitting  to  serve  process  or 
to  require  the  attorney  to  show  his  authority,  has  been  damaged, 
he  and  not  myself  should  be  the  one  to  look  to  the  attorney. 
^^  That  such  a  rule  as  the  one  laid  down  in  1  Salkeld,  86, 
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fihonld  permanently  stand,  without  modification,  as  the  law  of 
enhghtened  tribunals,  would  be  impossible.     Bat,  as  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  show, '  the  courts,  instead  of  overturning  it  at  once,  have 
gradually  undermined  it,  until,  if  it  now  stands,  it  is  tottering 
and  ready  to  fall.'     In  Salkeld,  88, '  an  attorney  appeared,  and 
judgment  was  entered  against  his  client,  and  he  had  no  warrant 
of  attorney,  and  now  the  question  was  if  the  court  could  set  aside 
the  judgment  ?    Etper  cur.    If  the  attorney  be  able  and  respon- 
sible we  will  not  set  aside  the  judgment.     The  reason  is,  the 
judgment  is  regular,  and  the  plaintiff  ought  not  to  suffer,  for 
there  is  no  fault  in  him ;  but,  if  the  attorney  be  not  responsible, 
or  suspicious,  we  will  set  aside  the  judgment ;  for  otherwise,  the 
defendant  has  no  remedy,  and  any  one  may  be  undone  by  that 
means.' "     ^'  Such  a  doctrine  could  not  impose  on  the  fine  under- 
standing and  solid  judgment  of  Lord  Mansfield,  and  the  case  of 
Robson  V.  Eaton\  without  professedly  overruling  the  cases  in 
Salkeld,  does  so  in  effect  by  proceeding  upon  directly  opposite 
principles.     This  will  be  obvious  from  a  brief  statement  of  the 
ease,  which  was  an  action  for  money  had  and  received.     The 
defendant  pleaded  that  the  plaintiffs,  by  William  Hodgson,  their 
attoniey,  had  before  sued  the  defendant  and  recovered  a  judg- 
ment for  the  same  cause  of  action ;  that  the  defendant,  by  order 
of  the  court,  paid  the  amount  of  such  recovery  into  court,  and 
the  same  had  been  received  by  the  plaintiffs'  said  attorney.    This 
was  apparently  a  good  defense.     To  it  the  plaintiffs  replied  that 
they   never  retained   said   Hodgson   to  sue  the  defendant,  or 
authorized  him  to  receive  the  money.     Both  parties  were  inno- 
cent of  fraud.     The  warrant  of  attorney  under  which  Hodgson 
acted,  was  forged  ;  Hodgson,  ignorant  of  the  forgery,  collected 
the  money,  and  in  good  faith  paid  it  to  the  forger.     And  the 
question  was,  could  the  defendant  rely  upon  the  former  recovery, 
or  must  he  pay  the  money  twice?     Now,  I  suppose,  if  on  grounds 
of  public  policy,  a  defendant  is  bound  by  the  act  of  an  unauthor- 
ized attorney  who  appears  for  him,  the  plaintiff  ought,  upon  the 
same  gronnd,  to  be  bound  by  the  act  of  an  unauthorized  attorney 
who  appears  for  him.    The  principle  is  the  same.    It  was  decided 
that  the  defendant  must  again  p^y  the  money.     And  the  ground 
of  the  decision  was  that  the  ^'  attorney  who  prosecuted  the  former 

>  Robson  V.  Eaton,  E.  B.  1785, 1 T.  R.  62. 
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finit  in  the  plaintifiPs  name,  had  no  anthoritj  for  so  doing.'^ 
After  reviewing  the  New  York  decisions,  he  says  "  in  other  States 
it  is  now  the  constant  practice  to  relieve  parties,  sometimes  by 
motion  and  sometimes  in  chancery,  from  judgments  rendered 
against  them  in  consequence  of  the  totally  nnanthorized  acts  of  a. 
pragmatical  attorney.' 

^' And  in  England,  in  the  Conrt  of  Exchequer,  the  rule  as  laid 
down  in  Salkeld,  has  quite  recently,  and  upon  great  consideration^ 
been  criticised  and  partially,  at  least,  overturned.  In  Bayley  v. 
Buckland^  where  Rolf e  B.,  alluding  to  1  Salkeld,  88,  says  r 
^  The  non-responsibility,  or  suspiciousness,  of  the  attorney,  is  but 
a  vague  sort  of  criterion  of  safety  to  the  defendent,  and  by  the 
hypothesis  the  defendant  is  wholly  without  blame,  and  may,  not- 
withstanding be  ruined.  It  is  true  that  the  plaintiff  is  equally 
blameless,  but  then  the  plaintiff,  if  the  judgment  be  set  aside, 
has  his  remedy  against  the  defendant  as  before,  and  suffers  only 
the  delay  and  the  possible  loss  of  costs.'  And  the  court,  where 
the  appearance  for  the  defendant  is  unauthorized,  proceeds  to 
made  a  distinction  between  cases  where  process  has  been  served, 
and  cases  where  it  has  not. 

§  525.  ''  If,  says  the  court',  \!i\^pTOoeH%  is  served,  the  plain tiff^ 
innocent  of  any  fraud  or  collusion,  and  the  attorney  is  responsible, 
the  party  for  whom  the  attorney  appeared  is  confined  to  his 
remedy  against  hi.u.  The  reason  given  is,  that  here  the  plaintiff 
is  without  blame,  and  the  defendant  is  guilty  of  negligence  in 
not  appearing  and  making  his  defense  by  his  own  attorney,  if  he 
has  any  defense  on  the  merits.  But  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
plaintiff,  without  serving  the  defendant,  accept  the  appearance  of 
an  unauthorized  attorney  for  the  defendant,  he  is  not  wholly  free 
from  the  imputation  of  negligence ;  the  law  requires  him  to 
give  notice  to  the  defendant  by  serving  the  writ,  and  he  has  not 
done  60.  The  defendant  is  then  wholly  free  from  blame,  and  tiie 
plaintiff  not ;  so  we  must  set  aside  the  judgment.'"   The  learned 

»  Critchficid  v.  Porter,  3  Ohio,  518;  Price  v.  Ward,  25  N.  J.  L.  225;  Ridge 

Shelton  v.  Tiffin,  6  How.  163;  Camp-  v.  Alter.  14  La.  Ann.  866;  Powell  r. 

bell  V.  Bristol,  19  Wend.  101 ;  Truett  Spaulding,  8  G.  Greene,  443. 

V.  Wainright,  4  Gilm.  (111.)  420;  De  » 1  Exch.  ;  1  W.  H.  A  G.  1. 

Louis  V.  Meek,  2  G.  Greene,  55;  Me-  *  Harshey  ▼.  Blackmarr,  20  lowa^ 

Kelway  v.  Jones,  17  N.  J.  L.  345;  161. 


Foreign  Judgmbnts. 


635 


judge  then  refers  to  the  following  additional  English  authorities.^ 
"  A  defendant,  who  is  allowed  to  avoid  a  judgment  by  con- 
tradicting the  return  of  a  sherifi  that  no  service  was  ever  made 
upon  him,  may  as  well  be  allowed  to  show  that  the  appearance  of 
the  attorney  was  without  authority  as  to  show  that  the  return  of 
the  Bheri£E  was  false.  In  both  cases,  it  rests  upon  the  ground  that 
no  person  should  be  held  bound  by  a  judgment  against  him, 
where  he  has  no  notice  in  law,  or  day  in  court,  and  where  in  fact 
the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  as  to  him.  That  the  party  in  such 
case  might  have  a  remedy  against  the  attorney  or  sheriff  does  not 
filter  the  case  or  make  the  judgment  valid.'  So  that  the  rule 
may  be  stated  to  be  that  where  the  record  contains  no  allegation 
of  personal  appearance  by  the  defendant,  but  merely  recites  an 
appearance  by  attorney,  it  may  be  shown  that  such  attorney 
had  no  authority  to  appear.  When,  however,  the  attorney  ia 
authorized  to  appear,  or  service  is  had  on  the  defendant,  the  juris- 
diction is  then  complete,  and  any  action  by  the  attorney  binds  the 
defendant,  for  after  service  of  summons  or  an  authorized  appear- 
ance of  an  attorney  it  must  be  presumed  that  the  defendant  had 
cognizance  of  the  attorney's  acts  and  approved  them,  and  he  can 
not  be  heard  to  object  that  the  attorney  filiug  the  plea  in  hia 
behalf  had  no  authority.* 

§  526.  The  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  statutes  of  the 
United  States  have  been  noticed  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  the 
judgment  of  one  state  in  the  tribunals  of  another.  By  these 
provisions  such  judgments,  duly  authenticated  as  the  statute 
provides,  are  put  upon  the  same  footing  as  domestic  judgments. 
But  this  does  not  prevent  an  inquiry  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  in  which  the  original  judgment  was  rendered  to  pronounce 
the  judgment,  nor  an  inquiry  into  the  right  of  the  state  to  exer- 
cise authority  over  the  parties  or  the  subject-matter,  nor  any 


>  Doe  V.  EytoD,  8  B.  &  A.  785;  Hub- 
bard V.  PhUIips,  18  M.  &  W.  702;  Will- 
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inqnirj  whether  the  judgment  be  founded  in  and  impeachable 
for  a  manifest  fraud.  The  constitntion  did  not  mean  to  confer 
-any  new  ]>ower  upon  the  state,  but  simply  to  regulate  the 
«Sect  of  their  acknowledged  jurisdiction  over  persons  and  things 
within  their  territory.  It  did  not  make  the  judgments  of  other 
states  domestic  judgments  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  but  only 
gave  a  general  validity,  faith  and  credit  to  them  as  evidence.  Ko 
execution  can  issue  upon  such  judgments  without  a  new  suit  in 
the  tribunals  of  other  states,  and  they  enjoy  not  the  right  of 
priority,  or  privilege,  or  lien,  which  they  have  in  the  state  where 
they  are  pronounced,  but  that  only  which  the  lean  fori  gives  to 
them  by  its  own  laws  in  the  character  of  foreign  judgments.' 

§  527.  The  only  point  that  is  open  to  litigation  in  an  acticHi 
on  a  judgment  of  another  state  is  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
which  rendered  it  over  the  cause  or  the  parties,  and  when  this  is 
once  proved  or  admitted  the  judgment  becomes  then  absolutely 
conclusive  in  regard  to  all  other  matters.  Parsons,  0.  J.,  said,' 
^^  the  manifest  design  of  the  constitution  was  to  give  greater  cer- 
tainty and  effect  to  valid  judgments,  not  to  enable  the  courts  of 
one  state  to  exercise  an  usurped  or  illegal  authority  over  the 
citizens  of  other  parts  of  Ihe  Union,  who  have  not  been  regularly 
served  with  process  or  in  any  way  made  amenable  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  tribunal  whicli  assumes  to  pass  sentence  against 
them  ;  to  give  a  judgment  the  effect  accorded  to  it  by  the  con- 
stitution, the  court  rendering  it  must  have  had  jurisdiction  not 
only  of  the  cause  but  of  the  parties.  If  a  foreign  judgment  be 
produced  by  a  party  to  obtain  the  execution  of  it  here,  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court  rendering  it  is  still  open  to  inquiry,  and  if  a 
defect  of  jurisdiction  is  apparent,  the  party  must  fail  without  .any 
inquiry  as  to  its  merits,  and  no  faith  or  credit  will  be  given  to  the 
judgment.  A  debtor  living  in  one  state  may  have  goods,  effectft 
or  credits  in  another  where  the  creditor  resides,  and  such  creditor 
may  there  lawfully  attach  those  goods,  &c.,  pursuant  to  the  laws 
of  that  state  in  the  hands  of  the  bailiff,  factor,  trustee  or  garnishee 
of  his  debtor,  and  on  recovering  judgment  those  goods,  effects  or 
credits  may  be  lawfully  applied  to  satisfy  the  judgment,  and  the 
bailiff,  factor,  trustee  or  garnishee,  if  sued  in  this  state  for  those 

« 

»  Savings  Inst.  v.  Gerber,  84  N.  J.     R  875. 
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goods,  effects  or  credits,  will  be  protected  by  that  jadgment.  Bat 
if  those  goods,  &c.,  were  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  jadgment,  and 
the  creditor  shoald  sue  an  action  in  this  state  where  the  debtor 
resides  on  that  jadgment,  he  must  fail,  because  the  defendant  was 
not  personally  amenable  to  the  jarisdiction  of  the  court  rendering 
the  judgment,  and  if  the  defendant  after  service  of  process  of  the 
foreign  attachment  should  either'in  person  hare  gone  into  tho 
state  or  constituted  an  attorney  so  as  to  protect  his  goods,  &c., 
from  the  attachment  he  would  not  thereby  give  the  court  juris- 
diction of  his  person,  since  tl^e  jurisdiction  must  result  from  the 
foreign  attachment.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to  oblige  any  man 
living  in  one  state,  and  having  effects  in  another  to  mak6  himself 
amenable  to  the  courts  of  the  last  state,  that  he  might  defend  his 
property  there  attached.' 

§  528.  There  has  been  of  late  a  greater  amount  of  judicial 
expression  on  the  subject  of  divorces  granted  in  sister  states  and 
in  some  of  the  territories  than  u]>on  any  one  question  connected 
with  judgments  of  other  states.  The  facilities  afforded  in  some 
portions  of  this  country  for  a  dissolution  of  the  marriage  relation 
and  the  amount  of  fraud  and  collusion  displayed  in  obtaining 
divorces  has  been  unparalelled  in  the  history  of  any  civilized 
country.  So  reckless  have  parties  connected  with  this  disgraceful 
business  become,  as  to  obtain  divorces  for  parties  who  have  never 
been  married,  and  forgery,  perjury  and  other  fraudulent  devices 
have  been  frequently  resorted  to  in  order  to  enable  a  class  of  per- 
sons  to,  who  could  not  otherwise,  obtain  a  dissolution  of  the  mar- 
riage relation.  The  result  has  been  an  apparent  conflict  of  decis- 
ions upon  the  validity  of  such  proceedings  when  called  in  question 
directly  or  collaterally.  The  courts  of  the  various  states  pro- 
ceeding on  different  grounds,  and  affording  different  degrees  of 
facility  for  obtaining  divorces,  it  has  become  quite  common  to  go 
from  one  state  to  another,  whose  loose  practice  in  regard  to  mat- 
ters of  this  character  is  often  perverted  by  false  suggestion  and 
apparent  default,  even  without  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  and 
obtttin  a  divorce,  and  they  have  generally  been  attacked  on  the 
ground  of  fraud. 

'  Swer  V.  Coffin,  1  Gush.  28;  Phelps  Beedy,  81  Me.  816;  Castrique  v.  Im* 
V.  Holker,  1  DaU.  2«1;  Arudt  v.  rie.  L.  R  4  H.  L.  C.  414;  Bisseil  v. 
Anult,   16    Ohio,  88;   McYicker    v.     Briggs,  9  Mass.  4tt2. 
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§  529.  Every  state  has  the  right  to  determine  the  siatuSj  or 
domestic  and  social  coDdition  of  persons  domiciled  within  its  ter- 
ritory.* It  may  determine  for  itself,  for  what  causes  that  status 
may  be  changed  or  affected  and  upon  what  grounds,  based  upoa 
what  acts  or  omissions  of  persons  holding  the  relation  to  each 
other  of  marriage,  they  may  be  separated  and  that  relation  dis- 
solved ;  and  it  may  prescribe  what  legal  proceedings  shall  be  had 
to  that  end,  and  what  courts  of  its  sovereignty  shall  have  juris- 
diction of  the  matrimonial  atatus  and  power  to  adjudge  a  dissolu- 
tion of  that  relation.  All  citizens  of  that  state  domiciled  within 
it,  and  owing  to  it  allegiance,  are  bound  by  the  laws  and  regula- 
tions which  it  prescribes  in  that  respect.  When,  without  infringe- 
ment of  the  constitution  of  the  state  its  statutes  have  conferred 
upon  any  of  its  courts  the  general  power  to  act  judicially  upon 
the  matrimonial  staPus  of  its  citizens,  or  persons  within  its  terri- 
torial limits ;  and  to  adjudge  a  dissolution  of  the  relation  of  hus- 
band and  wife,  such  court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter 
of  divorce.  It  is  the  act  or  acts  which  constitute  the  -cause  of 
action  which  is  the  subject-matter  in  a  suit  for  divorce.  Power 
given  by  law  to  a  court  to  adjudge  divorces  from  the  ties  of 
matrimony  gives  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  of  divorce. 
Though  the  proceedings  before  that  court,  from  first  to  last  of  the 
testimony,  in  an  application  for  divorce  should  show  that  a  state 
of  facts  does  not  exist  which  makes  a  legal  cause  for  divorce,  yet 
it  cannot  be  said  that  the  court  has  not  jurisdiction  of  the  subject- 
matter,  that  it  has  not  power  to  entertain  the  proceedings,  to  hear 
the  proofs  aud  allegations,  and  to  determine  upon  their  legal  suf- 
ficiency and  effect.  Jurisdiction  does  not  depend  upon  the 
ultimate  existence  of  a  good  cause  of  action  in  the  plaintiff  in  the 
particular  case.*  A  court  may  have  jurisdiction  of  all  actions  in 
assumpsit  of  that  subject-matter.  An  action  by  A.  in  which 
judgment  is  demanded  against  13.  as  the  indorser  of  a  promissory 
note,  falls  within  that  jurisdiction.  Such  court  may  entertain 
and  try  the  action,  and  give  a  valid  and  effectual  judgment  in  it. 
Though  it  should  appear  in  proof  that  there  had  never  been 

»  Cheever  v.  Wilsoo,  9  Wall.  108;  73  N.  Y.  217;  People  v.  Baker,  76  N. 
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presentment  and  demand,  nor  notice  of  nonpayment,  jet  a  jadg* 
xnent  for  A.  against  B.,  thoagh  against  the  facts,  without  facts  to 
«nstain  it,  would  not  be  void  as  rendered  without  jurisdiction. 
It  would  be  erroneous .  and  liable  to  reversal  on  review  until 
reviewed  and  reversed,  it  would  be  valid  and  enforceable  against 
B.,  and  entitled  to  credit  when  brought  in  play  collaterally.  If 
given  by  such  court  in  a  sister  state  against  one  of  whose  person 
that  court  had  jurisdiction,  it  would  be  a  judgment  which  the 
eourts  of  another  state  would  be  bound  to  credit  and  enforce. 
Jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter,  is  power  to  adjudge  concerning 
the  general  question  involved,  and  is  not  dependent  upon  the  state 
of  facts  which  may  appear  in  a  particular  case,  arising  or  which 
is  claimed  to  have  arisen,  under  that  general  question.  One 
<;ourt  has  jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases ;  another  in  civil  cases ; 
each  in  its  sphere  has  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter.  Yet 
the  facts,  the  acts  of  the  party  proceeded  against,  may  be  the 
49ame  in  a  civil  case,  as  in  a  criminal  case  as  for  instance  in  a 
civil  action  for  false  and  fraudulent  representation  and  deceit, 
and  in  a  criminal  action  for  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses. 
It  could  not  be  said  that  the  court  of  civil  powers  had  jurisdiction 
•of  the  criminal  action  nor  vice  versa,  though  each  had  power  to 
pass  upon  allegations  of  the  same  facts.  So,  that  there  is  a  more 
general  meaning  to  the  phrase  suhject-maMer  in  this  connection 
than  power  to  act  upon  a  particulai-.  state  of  facts.  It  is  the 
power  to  act  upon  the  general,  so  to  speak,  the  abstract  question, 
and  to  determine  and  adjudge  whether  the  particular  facts  pre- 
sented call  for  the  exercise  of  the^abstract  power.  A  suitor  for  a 
judgment  of  divorce  may  come  into  any  court  of  the  state  in 
which  he  is  domiciled,  which  is  empowered  to  entertain  a  suk 
therefor,  and  to  give  judgment  between  husband  and  wife  of  a 
<lis8olution  of  their  married  state.  If  he  does  not  establish  a 
cause  for  divorce,  jurisdiction  to  pronounce  judgment  does  not 
leave  the  court.  It  has  power  to  give  judgment  that  he  has  not 
made  out  a  case.  That  judgment  would  be  so  valid  and  effectual 
as  to  bind  him  thereafter,  and  to  be  res  adjvdioata  as  to  him  in 
another  like  attempt,  by  him.  If  that  court  should  err,  and  give 
judgment  that  he  had  made  out  his  case,  jurisdiction  remains  in 
it  so  to  do.  The  error  is  to  be  corrected  in  that  very  action.  It 
may  not  be  shown  collaterally  to  avoid  the  judgment,  while  it 
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stands  nnreversed,  whether  the  judgment  be  availed  of  in  the 
state  of  its  rendition,  or  a  sister  state  ;  granted  always  that  there 
has  been  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  to  it.  The  judgment  is  in 
such  case  also  res  adjudicata  against  the  party  cast  in  judgment. 
Jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  is  the  power  lawfully  conferred 
to  deal  with  the  general  subject  involved  in  the  action.  ^'  In  a 
suit  for  divorce  a  valid  judgment  m jpereonam,  so  as  to  affect  the 
dissolution  of  the  marriage  contract,  which  shall  be  prevalent 
everywhere,  may  be  rendered  against  a  defendant  not  within  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  during  the  progress  of  the  suit,  if  that  be 
the  place  of  his  citizenship  and  domicile,  though  process  be 
served  upon  him  only  in  some  method  prescribed  by  the  laws  of 
that  jurisdiction  as  a  substitute  for  personal  service,  and  though 
he  has  not  voluntarily  appeared."* 

§  530.  Jurisdiction  in  matters  of  divorce  depends  in  general 
upon  the  domicile  or  residence  of  the  parties  to  a  marriage  at 
the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings  for  ^divorce.  ' 
A  court  of  any  county  having  jurisdiction,  where  the  parties  are 
then  domiciled;  has  jurisdiction  to  dissolve  their  marriage,  which 
is  valid.'  Such  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  respect  to  such  par- 
ties is  not  affected  by  the  residence,  allegiance,  or  domicile,  at 
the  time  of  marriage,  place  of  marriage,  or  place  where  the 
offense  in  respect  of  which  divorce  is  sought  was  committed. 
That  is,  a  court  of  another  State  or  foreign  country  has  jurisdic- 
tion to  dissolve  the  marriage  of  any  parties  aetiuMy  domiciled  in 
such  State  or  country  at  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings- 
for  divorce.'     It  is  sufficient  if  the  petitioning  party  lias  been  a 


*  Per  Folger  in  Hunt  v.  Hunt, 
72  N.  Y.  217;  Gibba  v.  Ina.  Co., 
63  N.  Y.  114;  Douglass  v.  Forrest, 
4  Bing.  680;  Becquet  v.  McCarthy,  2 
B.  «&  A.  951;  Martin  v.  Nichols,  8 
Sim.  458;  Schibshy  v.  Westenholz, 
L.  R  6Q.  B.  155;  Black  y.  Black,  4 
Bradf.  174;  Sheldon  v.  Wright,  5  N. 
Y.  497;  Hood  v.  Hood,  11  Allen.  196; 
De  Qraw  v.  De  Graw,  7  Mo.  App. 
121. 

•Tolen  ▼.  Tolen,  2  Blackf.  407; 
Pawling  V.  Bird,  18  Johns.  192;  Vis- 
Cher  T.  Yischer,  12  Barb.  640;  Barber 


V.  Root,  10  Mass.  266;  Fellows  v.Pel- 
lows,  8  N.  H.  160;  Harding  ▼.  Allen, 
9  Me.  148. 

«  Shaw  V.  Gould,  L.  R  8  H.  L.  66;  ' 
Pitt  V.  Pitt,  4  Macq.  627;  Dolphin  v. 
Robins,  7  H.  L.  C.  390;  Cheever  v. 
Wilson,  9  Wall.  123;  Standi  idge  v. 
Standridge,  31  Ga.  223;  White  ▼. 
White,  5  N.  H.  476;  State  v.  Pry,  4 
Mo.  120;  Dorsey  ▼.  Dorsey,  7  Watts. 
829;  Tolen  ▼.  Tolen,  2  Blackf.  407; 
Harteau  ▼.  Harteau,  14  Pick.  181; 
Pawling  V.  Bird,  13  Johns.  192;  Hard- 
ing ▼.  Allen,  9  Me.  140;  Pomeroy  ▼. 


PoPwEiGN  Judgments.  641 

honafde  resident  of  the  State  where  the  action  is  brought.'  The 
ground  upon  which  the  validity  of  such  decrees  is  maintained^  is, 
that  marriage,  being  a  relation  involving  the  social  status  of  a 
party  to  it,  the  State  of  which  the  complaining  party  is  a  hona 
fide  resident,  has  the  right  to  determine^  his  matrimonial  status ; 
and,  in  view  of  the  new  relations  that  hiay  be  formed  in  conse- 
quence of  tlie  dissolution  of  the  marriage,  in  the  State  where  the 
decree  is  pronounced,  that  public  policy  requires  the  recognition 
of  the  validity  of  such  decrees  in  other  States.  Thus,  a  divorce 
decreed  in  a  foreign  State,  according  to  the  laws  thereof,  where 
a  husband  removes  to  that  State  and  acquires  a  domicile  there, 
without  intending  to  commence  proceedings  for  a  divorce  against 
a  wife  who  is  living  apart  from  him  without  justifiable  cause,  but 
afterwards  commences  such  proceedings,  after  leaving  a  sum- 
mons at  the  last  and  usual  place  of  abode  of  the  wife,  and  giving 
notice  of  pendency  of  proceedings  in  the  State  of  his  domicile, 
by  publication  in  the  papers  of  that  State,  obtains  a  decree,  such 
decree  is  valid  and  effectual.*  , 

§  531.  The  doctrine  established  that  the  judgment  of  a  court 
of  one  State  has  no  binding  effect  in  another,  unless  the  court 
had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter,  and  of  the  persons  of  the 
parties,  and  that  want  of  jurisdiction  is  a  matter  which  may 
always  be  interposed  against  a  judgment  when  sought  to  be 
enforced,  or  whgh  any  benefit  is  claimed  under  it,  and  that  the 
want  of  such  jurisdiction  renders  a  judgment  a  nullity,  has  been 
given  full  force  and  effect  in  cases  where  foreign  decrees  of 
divorce  have  been  sought  to  be  made  available  in  criminal  pros- 
ecutions, and  also  in  civil  aptions.  In  cases  of  foreign  divorces, 
if  the  record  contains  a  recital  that  the  parties  were  residents  of 
such  State,  such  recital,  like  that  in  ordinary  judgments  of  jur- 
isdictional facts  may  be  contradicted,  and  the  party  convicted  of 
bigamy  in  the  State  of  his  residence,  if  he  contract  another  mar- 
riage there.'     So,   where  a  husband  not  having  a  domicile  in 

Wells,  8  Paige,  406;  Pellowg  v.  Pel-  v.  Dit9on,4  R.  I.  87;  Tolen  v.  Tolen, 
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another  State  goes  thither  solelj  to  obtain  a  divorce,  and  does 
there  frandulently  obtain  a  divorce  for  a  cause  tliat  occurred  in^ 
but  was  not  a  cause  therefor,  by  the  law  of  his  domicile,  the 
decree,  not  being  of  a  court  having  jurisdiction,  is  not  entitled  to 
faith  and  credit  in  the  State  of  his  domicile,  even  though  it 
recites  facts  sufficient  to  give  it  jurisdiction.*  Thus,  a  judgment 
of  divorce  granted  in  another  State,  under  laws  requiring  a  year's 
residence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  before  suing,  as  a  condition 
of  jurisdiction,  may  be  impeached,  when  produced  in  evidence  in 
another  proceeding  in  the  courts  of  a  sister  State,  notwithstand 
ing  the  record  alleges  the  necessary  residence,  and  shows  an 
appearance  by  an  attorney  at  law  for  the  defendant,  by  proof 
that  the  plaintiff  never  was  a  resident  of  the  State  in  which  the 
divorce  was  obtained,  and  that  the  appearance  for  the  defendant 
was  entered  without  authority."  The  court  of  errors  and  appeals 
in  New  Jersey  have,  in  a  late  c^e,  declared  a  rule  which  goes 
farther  than  any  decision  yet  given,  and  in  cases  where  the  decree 
is  one  of  divorce,  it  seems  to  be  one  founded  on  every  principle 
of  morality  and  justice.  This  case  was  one  where  the  parties 
were  married  in  that  State,  but  from  the  day  of  their  marriage 
there  was  no  intercourse  or  communication  between  the  parties. 
The  husband,  soon  after  the  marriage,  went  to  Illinois,  and  after 
sufficient  residence  there  to  give  the  court  jurisdiction,  applied 
for  and  obtained  a  decree  of  divorce,  on  the  ground  of  fraud  and 
duress,  and  want  of  consent  of  the  husband  to  the  marriage.  The 
wife  was  in  New  Jersey,  her  residence  was  known  to  theplaint- 
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iff,  bat  no  notice  given  her  other  than  by  publication,  and  this 
did  not  correctly  state  the  name  of  the  defendant.  The  court 
say,  that  upon  the  cause  of  action,  as  set  forth  in  the  record,  in 
the  Illinois  case,  there  could  have  been  no  divorce,  for  there  was 
no  marriage,  no  statiM.  If  the  proof  was  responsive  to  the  bill, 
the  essential  element,  that  of  consent,  was  lacking.  But  the  true 
ground  upon  which  the  decree  was  declared  void,  as  to  the  wife, 
was  stated  by  the  Vice-Ohancellor,  whose  decree  was  unanimously 
affirmed  :  ''  A  judgment  of  a  court  of  one  State,  granting  a 
divorce  to  a  husband,  whose  wife  is  domiciled  in  another  State, 
will  not  be  entitled  to  recognition  by  the  courts  of  the  latter 
State,  if  the  husband  could  have  given  to  the  wife  actual  notice 
of  the  suit  for  divorce,  but  refused  or  neglected  to  do  so.  And, 
where  the  evidence  on  which  such  a  judgment  purports  to  be 
founded  appears  to  be  fabricated,  a  court  of  equity  of  another 
State  may  grant  relief  to  the  wife  against  it  as  void.  The  right 
to  have  a  fair  opportunity  (such  as  the  defendant  can  make  effec- 
tual to  his  protection)  to  make  defense  against  any  charge  is 
secured  by  a  rule  of  general  law,  resting  upon  a  principle  of  nat- 
ural justice.  A  judicial  sentence  pronounced  in  violation  of  this 
right  is  not  within  the  protection  of  the  Constitution,  nor  enti- 
tled to  general  recognition  as  valid.  Judgments  dissolving  the 
marriage  relation  have  been  repeatedly  declared  void  for  a  viola- 
tion of  this  right.* 

"  The  validity  of  judgments  of  divorce  in  all  jurisdictions, 
although  pronounced  without  actual  notice  to  the  defendant, 
where  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  plaintiff  to  give^  it,  <»nnot  be 
sustained  on  the  gronnd  that  such  suits  are  proceedings  in 
retn^  and,  therefore,  notice  is  not  necessary.  A  proceeding  in 
rem  is  a  proceeding  against  tangible  property  ;  and  actual  notice 
is  dispensed  with,  on  the  theory  that  the  owner  is  bound  to  know 
where  his  property  is,  and  what  is  being  done  with  it.  It  is  man- 
ifest that  this  theory  cannot  be  applied  to  the  relation  of  hus- 
band and  wife,  especially  where  one  abandons  the  other,  and 
refuses  all  intercourse."' 

The  Chief  Justice,  speaking  for  the  court,  in  affirming,  this 
decision,  says,  "that  a  judgment  can  carry  with  %  per  ee^no 

1  Cases  cited  in  note  2.  815;   B.  C,  afllrmed,  28  N.  J.  £q« 
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extra-territorial  force  when  the  jurisdiction  in  the  case  rests  alone 
on  the  fact  that  the  complainant  has  his  domicile  within  such 
jurisdiction.  All  the  claim  which  such  an  adjudication  has  to 
foreign  recognition,  rests  on  the  ground  of  comity.  It  is  not  a 
judgment  such  as  is  entitled  to  recognition  and  enforcement  in 
otlier  States  hy  force  of  the  act  of  Congress^  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  It  is  only  judgments  tJiat  ensue  from 
jurisdictions^  regularly  obtained  over  the  parties  hy  service  of 
jprocess  upon  them^  or  hy  a  voluntary  appearance^  or  when  the 
proceeding  is  strictly  in  rem^  thai  carry  with  them  these  high 
sanctions f  and  which  therefore  are  everywhere  conclusive. 
Jurisdiction  in  divorce  suits,  arising  out  of  the  static  and 
domicile  of  one  of  the  parties  cannot  impart  to  a  judgment 
any  such  efficiency,  Nevertheless,  as  marriage  is  a  matter  of 
universal  recognition  and  interest  among  all  civilized  people,, 
a  judgment  of  divorce,  resting  even  on  such  a  contracted  foun- 
dation as  the  domicile  of  one  of  the  parties  alone,  bears  with  it, 
into  other  jurisdictions  a  title  to  respect,  and,  in  some  cases,  a 
claim  to  voluntary  adoption.  In  such  instances,  the  question 
whether  the  judgment  shall  be  extra-territorially  enforced,  is  ono 
resting  entirely  upon  the  consideration  that,  in  a  matter  of  uni- 
versal interest  of  this  nature,  an  obligation  rests  upon  every  gov- 
ernment to  carry  into  eflFect,  as  far  as  is  reasonably  practicable^ 
and  as  may  be  consistent  with  its  own  policy,  all  foreign  judg- 
ments. But  an  appeal  of  this  kind  to  inter-State  comity  should 
never  prevail  when  the  judgment  sought  to  he  accredited  has  he^n 
re7idered  in  violation  of  that  fundamental  axiom,  of  justice,  that 
the  parties,  hefore  their  rights  are  adjudged,  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  heing  heard.  A  judgment  of  divorce  proceeding 
from  a  jurisdiction  founded  on  domicile,  would  not  contravene, 
essential  rules  of  natural  justice  if  actual  notice  to  appear  had 
been  served  on  the  defendant  residing  abroad.  It  is  true  that  a 
notice  so  served  on  a  litigant  out  of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  a 
suit  is  pending,  may  add  nothing  to  the  judicial  right  to  take 
cognizance  over  the  cause,  but,  nevertheless,  it  may  impart  a 
quality  to  the  resulting  judgment  that  will  serve  as  a  credential 
to  it  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction.  In  this  case  the  judgment  ren- 
dered in  the  court  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is  entirely  destitute  of 
those  properties  that  entitle  it  to  extra-territorial  accept:ince;  the- 
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residence  of  the  defcDdant  to  it  was  known,  she  was  not  sam- 
xnoned,  she  did  not  appear,  she  was  not  served  with  process,  nor 
was  notice  given  to  her."  That  this  is  the  only  feasible  and  safe 
doctrine  in  questions  of  this  character  can  not  be  doubted. 
There  can  be  no  question  but  that  a  divorce  granted  by  a  court 
of  a  foreign  State,  where  the  parties  to  a  suit  are  domiciled  in 
different  jurisdictions,  and  the  plaintiff  does  not  know,  and  can- 
not by  diligent  inquiry  ascertain  the  abode  of  the  defendant,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  give  actual  notice  of  his  suit,  would,  under 
such  circumstances,  be  valid  in  every  other  State.  The  doctrine 
above  stated,  therefore,  would  not  apply,  but  it  is  in  those  cases 
where  the  plaintiff,  knowing  the  abode  of  the  defendant,  will- 
fully conceals  the  pendency  of  the  action  from  such  defendant, 
and  gives  notice  by  publication  in  some  obscure  sheet  for  the 
purpose  of  diminishing  the  risk  of  publication,  aud  yet  be  suffi- 
cient to  give  jurisdiction  to  the  court. 

§  532.  In  a  late  case,^  involving  the  question  as  to  the  valid- 
ity of  divorce  of  this  kind,  the  court  said :  "  A  divorce  granted 
in  another  State,  against  a  citizen  of  this  State,  domiciled  and 
actually  abiding  here  thoughoat  the  pendency  of  the  proceed- 
ings there,  without  appearance  or  actual  notice,  is  of  no  effect 
in  this  State.'  Although  a  State  may  adjudge  the  status  of  its 
<iitizen  toward  a  non-resident,  and  authorize  such  judicial  pro- 
ceedings as  it  sees  fit,  such  proceedings  have  no  extra-territorial 
force.  The  proceeding  is  neither  in  rem  nor  quasi  in  rein^  so  as 
to  bind  a  citizen  of  another  State  not  notified  or  appearing.'  A 
judgment  iii  rem  is  not  usually  ground  for  proceeding  in  per- 
^ona7nm  another  jurisdiction.*  Nor  will  effect  be  given  to  such 
a  judgment  on  the  principle  of  comity  of  States,  for  the  reason 
that  at  the  time  of  the  rendition  of  the  judgment  our  own  statute 
provided  for  divorce  against  a  non-resident  by  a  like  substituted 
service.* 
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§  533.  Upon  a  close  and  cai*efoI  examination  of  the  able 
argument  of  Folger,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court  in 
the  case  of  People  v.  Baker.'  *'  It  would  seem  to  be  unassailable 
and  based  upon  grounds  too  conclusive  to  be  doubted,  let  alone 
controverted.  It  must,  however,  bo  looked  at  from  a  standpoint 
based  upon  facts  and  not  upon  theory.  Let  us  state  an  everyday 
case :  A  husband  or  wife  desirous  of  dissolving  the  marriage  rela- 
tion for  causes  not  available  in  the  domicile  of  their  residence, 
one  or  the  other  abandons  their  home  and  the  relations  heretofore 
existing  between  them  ;  that  party  goes  to  another  State  and 
there  becomes  a  bo*^'^  Jlde  resident ;  he  becomes  amenable  to  its 
laws  and  entitled  to  its  privileges,  one  of  these  is  the  obtaining 
of  a  divorce  upon  the  statutory  ground  afforded  by  the  law- 
making power  of  the  State  in  which  he  has  become  a  citizen. 
In  accordance  with  these  laws  he  obtains  a  divorce  declaring  the 
marriage  relation  between  him  and  his  wife  absolutely  dissolved. 
He  thereafter  enters  into  a  new  contract  of  marriage  and  new 
family  relations  and  new  ties  spring  up.  By  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  which  he  has  become  a  resident  his  former  wife  has  no 
claim  of  any  kind  upon  him,  nor  can  she  assert  any,  in  the  forms 
of  that  State.  But  whenever  the  former  husband  returns  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  under  the  decision  in  this  case,  he  finds  that 
the  decree  of  divorce  he  obtained  is  absolutely  void,  and  ho  haa 
a  wife  living  there  with  whom  he  can  enforce  his  marital  rights,, 
and  thus  beget  another  family,  who  in  the  State  of  his  residence 
are  regarded  as  illegitimate.  It  "must  be  apparent  that  the 
beautiful  theory,  so  logically  described  by  Judge  Folger,  when 
applied  to  stern  facts  would  be  conducive  of  greater  hardships, 
more  immorality,  and  with  effects  so  pernicious  as  to  shock  the 
conscience  of  any  court.  In  almost  every  case  where  questions 
arising  from  the  effects  of  foreign  divorces  have  been  the  base  of 
criminal  prosecution,  it  has  been  done  at  the  instance  of  the 
party  to  the  marriage  contract  who  has  been  thus  abandoned  by 
the  party  procuring  the  divorce,  and  while  unwilling  to  further 
continue  a  contract  which  has  been  declared  by  a  judicial  trib- 
unal to  be  dissolved,  usually  seeks  revenge  in  a  criminal  prose- 
cution, no  other  means  of  redress  being  available.  Upon  the 
facts  in  the  case  of  People  v.  Baker,  supra,  which  are  briefly 

>  76  N.  Y.  78. 
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these :  "  The  defendant,  Frank  M.  Baker,  was  convicted  of 
bigamy  in  1877.  It  appeared  that,  in  1871,  Baker  was  married 
in  Ohio  to  one  Sally  West,  with  whom  he  lived  for  a  few  years, 
presumably  in  New  York,  as  the  case  seems  to  have  been  tried 
on  the  assumption  that  he  was  domiciled  here,  though  it  was  sub- 
sequently held  that  his  place  of  domicile  was  not  established. 
His  wife  returned  to  Ohio  at  some  time  previous  to  March  30, 1874, 
and  on  that  day,  as  it  appeared  by  the  record,  filed  a  petition  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  County  of  Seneca,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  for  a  divorce  from  her  husband,  on  account  of  gross 
neglect  of  duty.  Such  divorce  was  granted,  and  it  was  undis- 
puted that  it  was  regularly  obtained  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
of  Ohig.  Baker  was  not  in  the  State  of  Ohio  at  the  time,'and 
no  notice  was  served  oh  him  except  by  publication,  which  was 
duly  made  according  to  the  Ohio  statutes.  Shortly  after  the 
decree  was  obtained  Baker  had  actual  notice  of  the  proceedings, 
as  appeared  from  a  letter  produced  in  evidence  by  him,  from  his 
former  wife  to  his  mother,  dated  July  7,  i874,  in  which  she 
states  that  she  had  obtained  a  divorce  two  weeks  before  that 
time.  November  14,  1874,  Baker  married  again  in  New  York. 
July  1874,  Sally  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Murray  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  thereafter  lived  with  him  as  her  lawful  hus- 
bapd ;  but  this  was  excluded  by  the  court.  The  plaintiff  in  the 
divorce  suit  was  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  a  resident  of  Ohio, 
she  had  always  lived  there,  except  during  the  brief  period  when 
she  resided  in  this  State;  that  she  returned  there  for  the  purpose 
of  remaining  with  her  relatives  until  tlie  birth  of  her  child  ;  that 
she  remained  there  for  more  than  two  yeai*s  waiting  for  her  hus- 
band ;  that  he  did  not  during  this  time  return  or  send  her  any 
word  or  message,  and  she  did  not  know  his  whereabouts,  nor  did 
he  contribute  anything  for  her  support." 

§  534.  Suppose  that  after  the  wife  had  obtained  her  decree 
of  divorce,  and  entered  into  a  new  and  valid  marriage  contract  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  which  she  did ;  the  husband  being  a  citizen 
(by  this  decision)  of  New  York,  had  applied  for  a  divorce,  as  he 
might  have  done  in  accordance  with  this  decision,  upon  the 
ground  of  adultery,  committed  in  Ohio  (which  by  the  laws  of 
Ohio  and  the  decree  of  divorce  their  obtained  was  absolutely 
false),  and  the  court  in  New  York  had  decreed  the  husband  a 
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divorce  oa  this  ground,  we  would  see  what  would  seem  nnparaU 
leled,  a  married  woman  legally  divorced  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of   the   State   having  lawful  jurisdiction  over  her  status^ 
which  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  this  very  case  concede  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  which  jurisdiction  the  same  court  maintains  it  has 
in  similar  cases  over  its  citizens ;  and  after  such  legal  divorce  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  a  lawful  marriage  in  that  State  declared  void, 
and  the  lawful  wife  decreed  to  be  guilty  of  adultery  in  living 
with  her  own  husband,  and  this  when  the  New  York  court  had 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  wife  or  her  subsequent  husband.     Or, 
suppose  that  the  wife  had  been  indicted  for  bigamy  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  can  it  be  for  a  moment  thought  that  under  the 
facts  in  this  case  the  State  of  Ohio  would  have  surrendered  her 
to  tlie  authorities  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  trial  ?     Had  the 
husband  applied  for  the  divorce  in  the  State  of  New  York  upon 
the  ground  above  mentioned,  service  upon  the  wife  could  not 
have  been  other  than  constructive,  precisely  the  same  service  that 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Ohio  that  was  obtained  against 
the  husband  in  the  proceedings  in  that  State ;  and  in  each  State 
there  would  be  a  decree  of  divorce,  or  rather  two  decrees  between 
the  same  parties,  dissolving  the  same   marriage   relations,  one 
upon  the  ground  of  desertion  on  the  part  of  the  husband,  the 
other  on  the  ground  of  adultery  of  the  wife ;  and  each  Stjite 
maintaining  that  its  decree  was  the  only  real  one.     That  this 
alleged  conflict  is  not  overdrawn  must  be  apparent  upon  reading 
the  facts  in  the  case  and  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
thereon.     There  was  no  evidence  in  this  case,  nor  was  it  claimed 
that  the  wife,  when    she   returned  to  her  original   domicile  in 
Ohio,  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  divorce,  or  that 
she  subsequently  returned  to  New  York.     It  was  admitted  that 
for  two  years  her  husband  had  failed  to  contribute  to  her  sup- 
port, and  that  she  did  not  know  of  his  whereabouts.     That  she 
had  a  right  to  a  separate  domicile  has  been  eifectually  settled  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  a  case  of  this  kind. 
In  an  earlier  case  in  the  same  State,*  a  very  carefully  considered 
one  it  was  said,  both  parties  went  to  a  foreign  State  to  procure  a 
divorce ;  and  it  is  further  said  "  that  the  parties  subsequently,  by 
collusion,  procured  to  be  entered  and  docketed  a  formal  decree 

>  Einnier  v.  Einnier,  45  N.  Y.  685. 
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of  divorce,  by  which  the  parties  were  declared  absolutely  di- 
vorced." Church,  C.  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
«aid  "  the  court  had  Jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  of  the 
action  ;  that  is,  it  had  jurisdiction  to  decree  divorces  according 
to  the  laws  of  that  State  ;  and  every  State  has  the  right  to  deter- 
mine for  itself  tlie  gromids  upon  which  it  will  dissol/ve  the  mar- 
ria^e  relation  of  those  within  its  jurisdiction.  The  court  also 
had  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  by  the  appearance  of  the  defend- 
ant/' And  also  held  that  if  there  was  any  fraud  connected  with 
the  decree,  it  was  not  such  as  would  invalidate  it,  as  both  parties 
arc  equally  guilty  of  such  fraud.  Yet  here  is  a  case  where  the 
parties,  without  renouncing  their  allegiance  by  permanently 
removing  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  obtaining  a  domicile 
in  another  but  temporarily,  go  into  another  State  and  ask  the 
courts  of  that  State  to  determine  the  status  of  citizens  of  the 
State  of  New  York  and  dissolve  their  marriage  relation,  which  the 
same  court  in  the  Baker  ease  say  cannot  be  done,  as  the  court  of 
another  State  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  status  of  the  citizens  of 
the  State  of  New  York ;  and  in  the  case  last  cited  the  decree  is 
held  valid,  notwithstanding  it  was  procured  by  fraud  and  collu- 
sion, because  the  parties  were  in  pari  delicto^  and  in  the  Baker 
case,  where  there  was  no  fraud,  it  was  void.  If,  as  the  Court  of 
Appeals  state  in  both  of  these  cases,  ^^  every  State  has.  the  right 
to  determine  for  itself  the  grounds  upon  which  it  will  dissolve 
the  marriage  relation  of  those  within  its  jurisdiction,"  is  sound 
law  (and  it  has  never  been  questioned),  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  a 
tribunal  like  that  of  the  ability  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  can  con- 
tinually enunciate  this  maxim  and  yet  refuse  to  give  it  effect. 

§  535.  Sound  morality,  public  policy,  the  legitimacy  of  inno- 
cent offspring,  demand  that  a  principle  of  law  be  declared  by  all 
courts,  which  seems  to  be  founded  on  principles  of  justice, 
namely,  that  where  either  husband  or  wife  abandons  the  other 
and  seeks  or  obtains  a  hona  fde  residence  in  another  State,  and 
after  the  statutory  time  expires,  essential  to  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
court  in  this  class  of  cases,  and  a  decree  of  divorce  is  granted, 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  being  imposed  upon,  and 
the  party  remains  in  the  State  wherein  he  has  obtained  the 
decree,  that  no  matter  whether  the  other  party  appeared  or  not, 
such  decree,  if  constructive  notice  was  dul/y  given^  should  be  held 


660 


The  La'w  of  Estoppel. 


conclusive  in  every  State  in  the  Union  wherein  it  le  brought  in 
question.  And  we  think  that  the  construction  given  to  the 
decrees  of  this  nature,  as  quasi  decrees  in  rem^  acting  not  on  the 
person,  but  on  the  status  as  created  by  the  contract,  is  on  princi- 
ple the  true  solution  of  this  question  ;  like  a  judgment  in  rem^  it 
operates  only  on  the  reSy  the  marriage  contract.  The  non-resident 
party,  or  the  one  against  whom  the  divorce  is  obtained,  would,, 
under  the  theory  in  the  case  above  cited,  certainly  occupy  a» 
anomalous  position  in  the  State  of  his  or  her  residence  ;  the  mar- 
riage contract,  by  reason  of  its  validity,  L  e.,  that  is,  never  having 
been  legally  dissolved,  could  enforce  it,  while  in  the  State  where 
the  divorce  was  granted  the  party  would  be  remediless,  and  we 
should  have  a  conflict  between  the  courts  of  different  States 
under  the  same  government.  But  where  a  party  with  fraudulent 
intent  and  with  a  specific  object  of  obtaining  a  decree  of  divorce, 
abandon  his  residence  temporarily  or  for  sufficient  time  to  make 
9i,  prima  facie  case  of  citizenship,  imposes  upon  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  and  obtains  a  decree  of  divorce,  and  then  returns  to 
his  former  domicile  and  continues  to  reside  there,  thus  showing 
the  evasive  purposes  and  fraudulent  intent,  we  think  that  the 
maxim  that  "  One  cannot  do  indirectly  that  which  he  cannot  do 
directly"  applies,  and  that  such  decree  of  divorce  should  not 
only  be  held  fraudulent  in  the  State  where  granted,  but  in  every 
other  State.  And  we  think  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  mod- 
ern cases  sustain  these  principles.  Thus,  where  husband  and 
wife  are  citizens  and  resident  of  one  State,  and  if  either  remove 
into  another  State  temporarily  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a 
divorce,  such  divorce  is  void  in  the  State  in  which  the  parties 
have  a  domicile.*     If  the  courts  of  one  State  or  foreign  country 
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permit  a  party  having  a  domicile  in  another  State  or  nation  to 
resort  to  it  for  the  purpose  only  of  getting  rid  of  the  personal 
status  and  obligations  of  husband  and  wife,  which  release  they 
cannot  obtain  in  the  tribunals  of  their  own  residence^  it  is  evi- 
dent  that  snch  State  or  country  is,  in  reality,  by  its  tribunals, 
usurping  the  rights  and  functions  of  sovereignty  over  the  subjects 
of  another,  who  still  retain,  and,  as  soon  as  their  purpose  is 
accomplished,  intend  to  return  to  the  State  of  their  original 
domicile,  and  resume  their  original  positions.  A  divorce  so 
obtained  is  void,  and  is  the  result  of  a  fraudulent  imposition  of 
jurisdiction  upon  the  court  granting  it. 

§  536.  And  in  a  late  case  in  Illinois  it  is  said :  ^^  Ordinarily 
when  a  person,  upon  a  change  of  domicile,  goes  into  another 
State  or  country,  the  personal  ata/t/ua  which  he  carries  with  him 
will  be  recognized  by  the  courts  of  the  latter  country ;  but  this 
rule  is  subject  to  certain  exceptions.  If»  for  instance,  such  status 
has  been  acquired  by  a  violation  of  an  express  provision  of  the 
positive  law  of  the  State  in  which  its  recognition  is  asked,  or  if 
it  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  genius  of  its  institutions,  as  a 
title  of  nobility  would  be  here,  or  if  it  is  opposed  to  its  settled 
policy,  or  to  the  good  order  and  well  being  of  society,  or  to  pub- 
lic morality  and  decency,  in-  all  such  cases  the  status  will  not  be 
recognized  by  the  courts  of  the  latter  State.  Where  the  court  of 
a  foreign  country  has  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  and  subject  mat- 
ter of  a  suit,  and  this  affirmatively  appears,  its  judgment  or 
decree  will  be  conclusive  on  the  parties,  their  legal  representa- 
tives and  privies,  in  all  countries  where  the  matters  litigated  are 
again  drawn  in  question,  and  this  is  particularly  so  with  respect 
to  judgments  or  decrees  affecting  the  stat/us  of  a  person,  they 
being  in  the  nature  of  judgments  in  rem^  which  are  binding  on 
the  whole  world. 

'^  The  limitation  of  this  rule  is  that  it  may  be  shown  such 
judgment  or  decree  was  obtained  by  means  of  fraud,  or  gross 
abuse  of  the  process  of  the  court,  or  flagrant  departure  from  the 
ordinary  course  of  judicial  procedure,  as,  for  instance,  that  a 
party  in  interest  sat  as  a  judge  in  the  cause.' 
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§  537.  The  Supreuie  Court  of  Wisconsin  in  a  late  case  say : 
** Although  marriage  is  a  atcUvSy  and  every  State  has  the  right  to 
fix,  regulate  and  control  the  same,  as  to  every  person  within  its 
jurisdiction,  even  though  one  of  the  parties  may  at  the  time 
actually  reside  in  another  State,  yet  a  judgment  of  divorce 
granted  in  another  State,  under  statutes  making  jurisdiction 
dependent  entirely  upon  the  residence  there  of  the  party  apply- 
ing for  a  divorce,  at  the  suit  of  a  husband  against  a  wife,  who 
resided  in  this  State,  and  who  was  not  personally  served  with 
notice  and  did  not  appear  in  the  action,  but  was  ignorant  of  its 
pendency  until  after  the  judgment  wa?  rendered,  is  not  a  bar  to 
a  subsequent  action  by  such  wife  in  this  State  for  a  divorce,  ali- 
mony, allowance  and  a  division  of  the  property  of  such  hnsband 
situated  within  this  State,  especially  where  such  foreign  judg- 
ment was  based  upon  an  alleged  cause  of  action  which  was  false 
in  fact."* 

§  538.  The  divorce  business  having  become  somewhat  profit- 
able, it  was  natural  that  there  should  be  a  desire  to  extend  it ; 
the  statutory  causes  for  divorce,  and  the  fact  that  no  respectable 
court  of  the  domicile  of  the  parties  would  grapt  a  decree  without 
sufficient  proof,  soon  led  unscrupulous  parties  to  seek  other  juris- 
dictions, where  the  defendant  would  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
proceeding,  and  courts  were  not  over  particular.  It  was  soon 
discovered  that  the  Territory  of  Utah  afforded  the  best  field  for 
their  operations,  under  a  law  containing  the  following  novel 
provision :  '*  That  the  probate  courts  of  such  territory  should 
have  jurisdiction  to  grant  divorces  to  such  parties  as  desired  to 
become  residents  of  UtaliP  This  was  construed  to  mean  citi- 
zens of  other  States  and  nations.  This  provision  soon  gave  the 
probate  courts  of  that  Territory  sufficient  business,  until  the  party 
obtaining  its  decree  was  prosecuted  for  bigamy,  adultery,  etc., 
after  entering  into  a  new  marriage,  the  ground  of  criminal  pros- 
ecution being  that  the  Dtah  divorce,  being  fraudulent  and  void, 
did  not  dissolve  a  marriage  contract  between  parties  who  were 
not  actually  domiciled  there  at  the  time.  The  defendant  would 
plead  his  divorce,  and  in  a  leading  case  on  this  class  of  divorces 
the  court  thus  clearly  treats  the  matter  : 

»  Cook  V.  Cook,  56  Wis.  195. 
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"  The  next  question  arising  in  the  case  is  this :  Is  the  divorce 
granted  in  Utah  valid  f 

"  It  is  valid  if  the  court  granting  it  had  full  jurisdiction.  Had 
it?  It  appears  by  the  record  that  the  divorce  was  granted  in  a 
suit  between  two  parties,  neither  of  whom  was  at  the  time  of 
the  proceedings  a  resident  of  Utah,  or  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  Territory,  or  had  previously  been,  but  both  of  whom  were 
residents  and  citizens  of  a  State  in  the  Union.  Such  being  the 
case,  neither  of  the  parties  had  placed  himself  or  herself  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Utah.  It  is  well  established  that  the  court  in 
Utah  had,  and  could  have,  no  jurisdiction  to  grant  the  divorce 
in  question,  and  that  the  same  is  inoperative  and  utterly  void. 

"This  is  a  question  to  be  decided  by  the  Jus  gentium^  the  law 
of  nations,  the  first  principles  of  which  are,  that  all  nations  in 
respect  to  rights,  are  equal,  and  that  each  is  sovereign  within  its 
own  territory,  with  jurisdiction  over  the  persons  and  property 
therein. >  Hood,  when  the  divorce  in  question  was  granted, 
was  within  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  State  other  than 
Utah.  It  is  further  settled  that  the  States  of  the  Union, 
as  between  themselves,  are  sovereign.  In  determining  that 
question  of  jurisdiction,  therefore  we  have  only  to  inquire 
what  jurisdiction  the  State  of  Indiana  has  over  the  people  and 
property  within  the  Territory  of  Utah ;  for  on  this  point  the 
States  and  Territories  are  severally  equal.  What  jurisdiction 
Illinois  can  exercise  over  residents  and  property  in  Indiana, 
Indiana  can  exercise  over  residents  and  property  in  Illinois.  To 
place  the  matter  in  another  light,  a  State  may  authorize  divorces 
to  be  granted  by  legislative  acts.  Suppose  then,  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  Utah  had  granted  this  divorce,  neither  of  the  parties 
being  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  territory,  severing  a  domestic 
relation  between  two  citizens  of  and  residents  of  Indiana,  would 
any  one  claim  that  the  divorce  would  be  valid  ?  If  it  would  be, 
then  it  follows  that  the  State  of  Indiana  can  confer  upon  her 
Legislature  power  to  divorce  by  statutory  enactment  husbands 
and  wives  citizens  and  residents  of  Utah,  or  Illinois,  or  Ohio. 
And  if  so,  what  becomes  of  the  doctrine  of  sovereignty  of  States 
and  nations  within  their  own  respective  territories?  And  if  the 
Legislature  of  Utah  cannot  grant    divorces  to    residents  and 

1 1  Kent  Comm.  21. 
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citizens  of  foreign  States  it  cannot  confer  snch  powers  npon  the 
judiciary   of   the   State.     Certainly,   as  a  general   proposition. 
States  and  nations  cannot  exercise  such  extra-territorial  jurisdic- 
tion.     But  we  need  not  enlarge  upon  these  established  elemen- 
tary  principles.     The  case  before  us  is  too  plain  to  admit  of 
argument.     It  is  shortly  this:    Hood  desired  to  obtain  a  divorce 
from  his  wife.    Neither  of  the  parties  were  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Utah ;  the  petition  of  Hood  and  the  decree  of  divorce 
expressly  stated  this  fact.     If  he  was  not  a  citizen  and  resident 
of  Utah,  he  was  of  some  other  State  or  nation.     Still  the  court 
of  Utah  grants  a  divorce  to  a  man  who  informs  it  in  his  applica- 
tion that  he  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  State  other  than  the 
Territory  of   Utah,  and  that  he  is  not  subject  to  hers.     The; 
divorce  manifestly  was  granted  in  violation  of  the  sovereignty 
and  jurisdiction  of  another  State,  and  in  violation  'of  the  plainest 
principles  of  international  and  constitnj^ional  law.     The  provision 
of  the  statute  of  Utah  authorizing  her  courts  to  grant  divorces  to- 
citizens  of  foreign  States  and  nations  whx)  were  not,  but  desired 
to  become  residents  of  Utah,  was  ultra  vires  and  void, 

"  No  plainer  or  more  palpable  case  of  the  exercise  of  extra- 
territorial jurisdiction  could  exist.  Hood  was  not  only  not  a 
citizen  or  resident  of  the  Territory,  but  he  did  not  personally 
enter  the  Territory  so  as  to  give  it  jurisdiction  over  him  for  teril- 
porary  police  purposes. 

"  We  cite  on  the  question  of  jurisdiction  the  following  cases  in 
our  own  State  and  the  cases  referred  to  in  them.* 

"Nor  is  the  decree  of  divorce  in  this  case  within  the  operation 
•of  that  clause  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  whicli 
declares  that  '  full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  St.ite  to 
the  public  acts,  records  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other 
state.'*  That  clause  docs  not  include  judgments  and  decrees 
which  severally  show  upon  their  face  that  the  court  rendering 
them  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  premises.* 

"  To  avoid  misconstruction,  we  wish  it  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  record  of  the  suit  in  the  Territory  of  Utah  in  question  in  this 
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Toad  Co.  V.  Hnnt.  20  Ind.  457;  Beard  •  Waltz  v.  Donway,  25  Ind.  880; 

V.   Beard,  21  Ind.  821;  Constitution  Cooley  Const.  Lim.  2.  ed.  p.  14. 
of  Indiana,  Article  14. 
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case  was  not  upon  an  ordinary  simple  contract  between  parties 
'Who  could  make  and  rescind  sach  contract  at  pleasure,  but  it  was 
suit  to  sever  the  bonds  of  matrimony  between  the  parties  in  that 
«uit ;  to  dissolve  a  relation  into  which  the  parties  could  enter 
only  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  State,  and  which  could  not 
be  dissolved  by  acts  of  the  parties,  but  only  by  permission  of  the 
State  having  at  the  time  jurisdiction  over  one  or  both  of  them. 
*'  Marriage  is  more  than  a  contract.     It  is  not  a  mere  matter  of 
pecuniary  consideration.     It  is  a  great  public  institution,  giving 
character  to  our  whole  civil  polity.'    It  Is  a  status,  of  domestic 
relation  resulting  from  a  consummated  contract  to  marry.'     It  is 
to  a  proceeding  to  dissolve  such  a  relation,   that  what  is  said  in 
this  case  applies.     To  give  jurisdiction  in  a  divorce  suit  the 
plaintiff,  the  petitioning  party,  must  be  a  resident  of  the  State  or 
Territory  where  the  divorce  is  obtained.     This  fact  gives  juris- 
diction  of  said  person  and  renders  the  divorce  (notice  by  publica- 
tion, or  otherwise,  having  been  given  to  the  defendant)  valid  as 
to  the  plaintiff  ;  and  being  valid  as  to  one,  public  policy  demands 
that  it  should  be  valid  as  to  both  parties.'    In  another  case  upon 
the  same  kind  of  a  decree  the  court  sav :     To  each  State  belongs  . 
the  exclusive  right  and  power  of  determining  upon  the  status  of 
its  resident  and  domiciled  citizens  and  subjects,  in  respect  to  the 
^question  of  marriage  and  divorce,  and  no  other  State,  nor  its 
judicial  tribunals,  can  acquire  any  lawful  jurisdiction  to  interfere 
in  such  matters  between  any  such  subjects,  when  neither  of  them 
has  become  bwiafide  domiciled   within  its  limits,  and  any  judg- 
ment rendered  by  any  such  tribunal,  under  such  circumstances,  is 
an  absolute  nullity.*     It  does  not  appear  upon  the  face  of  the 
judgment  or  decree,  or  in  any  of  its  recitals,  that  either  of  the 
parties  was  ever  resident  of  said  Territory  of  Utah,  or  domiciled 
therein.     This  is  a  jurisdictional  matter  which  should  appear  to 
to  entitle  the  judgment  to  any  respect  whatever ;  for  though  it 
be  conceded  that  the  probate  court  that  rendered  the  judgment 

>  Noel  y.  EwiDg,  9  Ind.  87;  Ditson  581;    Davis   v.    Commonwealth,    IS 

V.  Ditson,  4R.  I.  87;Peoplev.  Darnell,  Bush,  818;  State  v.  Armington,  25 

^  Mich.  247.  Minn.  29. 

•  Hood  V.  State, 56  Ind.  268;  Litowich        •  Ditson  v.  Ditson,  4  R.  I.  93;  Kerr 

V.  Litowich.  19  Kas.  451;  People  v.  v.  Kerr,  41  N.  Y.  272;  Hoffman  v. 

Smith,  20  N.   Y.  Supreme  Ct.  414;  Hoffman,  46  N.   Y.  ^;  Hanover  v. 

Doughty  V.  Doughty,  28  N.  J.  Eq.  Turner,  14  Mass.  227. 
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was  in  the  legal  sense  a  coart  of  record,  ^  its  jarisdiction,'  if  anj^ 
under  the  local  laws  of  the  Territory  *  over  the  subject  of  divorce, 
was  a  special  authority  not  recognized  by  the  common  law,  and 
its  proceedings  in  relation  to  it  stand  upon  the  same  footing  with 
those  of  courts  of  limited  and  inferior  jurisdiction,'  unaided  by 
any  legal  presumption  in  their  favor.'  If  the  pretended  decree 
of  divorce  upon  which  he  relied  was  in  fact  illegal  and  void 
because  made  by  a  court  having  no  jurisdiction,  it  aflForded  him 
DO  protection  against  the  consequence  of  a  second  marriage, 
whatever  may  have  been  his  motive  or  his  belief,  in  respect  to 
the  validity  of  the  decree.  His  mistake  or  ignorance,  if  any,  was 
one  of  law  and  not  of  fact.  His  case,  therefore,  is  one  to  which 
the  maxim  *  ignorantia  juris  non  excusoit '  applies.  Being, 
together  with  his  lawful  wife,  a  resident  citizen  domiciled  in  this 
State  and  subject  to  its  laws,  he  was  bound  to  know  that  the 
tribunals  of  no  other  State  or  Territory  could  rightfully  take 
cognizance  and  jurisdiction  over  their  marital  relations  for  the 
purpose  of  decreeing  their  dissolution  ;  neither  could  they  acquire 
such  jurisdiction  through  any  act  of  the  plaintiff  in  temporarily 
.  changing  his  domicile.'" 

§  539.  The  English  doctrine  is  declared  to  be  "  That  if  a 
decree  of  divorce  be  considered  as  a  judgment  on  statuSy  which 
is  probably  the  most  correct  way  of  regarding  it,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  its  validity,  if  recognized  at  all,  will  be  recognised  in 
suits  other  than  those  between  the  former  husband  and  wife. 
Thus,  the  validity  of  a  Scotch  divorce  was  examined  by  the 
House  of  Lords  in  a  suit  brought  by  the  children  of  a  second 
marriage  of  the  mother ;  and  if  it  had  been  held  that  the  Scotch 
court  had  had  jurisdiction  to  pronounce  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  would  have  been  accepted  as  conclusive.  Sentences  of 
divorce,  indeed,  are  oftenest  called  into  question  to  prove  or  dis- 
prove the  legitimacy  of  certain  persons  descended  from  one  of 
the  divorced  pair. 

"  If  the  court,  which  decree  the  divorce,  has  jurisdiction  to 
make  such  a  decree,  according  to  the  estimate  formed  by  English 
law  of  that  jurisdiction,  such  a  foreign  judgment  will  receive  full 

^  Commonwealth  r.  Blood,  97  Mass.     and  held  a  conviction   for  bigamy 
88.  valid. 

*  State  V.  Annington,  25  Minn.  29; 
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recognition  here  as  conclusive  and  binding,  whether  in  a  suit 
between  the  same  parties  or  between  strangers  to  the  original 
decree.  Judgments  upon  the  stattis  of  a  person  are,  in  fact, 
regarded  as  closely  akin  of  judgment  upon  the  sUxtm  or  owner- 
ship of  a  thing. 

"  The  rule,"  says  Erie,  0.  J.,  "  making  the  decision  of  the 
court  which  creates  the  status  of  a  person  or  thing  conclusive 
upon  all  persons  as  to  the  existence  of  that  status^  has  been 
regarded  as  salutary.  Sentences  of  nullity  of  marriages  in  the 
Ecclesiastical  courts,  of  forfeiture  in  the  Exchequer,  of  settle- 
ment of  paupers  by  the  quarter  sessions,  and  of  prize  in  prize 
couVts,  are  examples."  The  word  "  creates,"  as  used  by  Erie, 
0.  J.,  in  the  passage  quoted,  must  of  course  be  taken  to  include 
the  essential  requisite  of  jurisdiction,  without  which  there  would 
be  no  creation  which  a  foreign  court  would  recognise,  either  of 
BtatuB  in  such  an  action  as  is  there  referred  to,  or  of  a  right  and 
obligation  in  an  action  m  personam,"^  The  English  courts  will 
recognize  as  valid  the  decision  of  a  competent  foreign  Christian 
tribunal  dissolving  the  marriage  between  a  domiciled  native  in 
the  country  where  such  tribunal  has  jurisdiction,  and  an  English 
woman,  when  the  decree  of  divorce  is  not  impeached  by  any 
species  of  collusion  or  fraud.  And  this,  although  the  marriage 
may  have  been  solemnized  in  England,  and  may  have  been  dis- 
solved for  a  cause  which  would  not  have  been  sufficient  to  obtain 
a  divorce  in  England.  When  an  English  woman  marries  a 
domiciled  foreigner,  the  marriage  is  constituted  according  to  the 
lex  lod  contractus ;  but  she  takes  his  domicii,  and  is  subject  to 
his  law.  Thus,  a  domiciled  Scotchman  married  in  Etigland  an 
Euglisl^  woman.  Immediately  after  the  ceremony  the  married^ 
couple  went  to  Scotland,  and  resided  there  as  their  matrimonial 
home.  Two  years  after,  the  wife  obtained  in  Scotland  a  divorce 
a  vinculo  matrimonii^  on  the  ground  of  her  husband's  adultery 
only.  The  husband  came  to  England  and  married  there  anothet 
English  woman,  the  first  wife  being  still  alive.  In  a  suit  for  a 
declaration  of  the  nullity  of  the  first  marriage  at  the  instance  of 

»  Shaw  v.  Gould,  L.  R.  8  H.  L.  65;  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  791;  Roach  v.  Qanran,  1 

Shaw  v.  Attomey-Gkneral,  L.  R.  2  P.  Ves.  157;  Eenney  v.  Cassilis,  2  Swanst 

&  D.  156;  DaglioDi  v.  Crispin,  L.  R.  818;  Dolphin   v.  Robbins,  8   Macq» 

1  H.  L.  801;  Hobbs  v.  Hemming,  17  686. 
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the  second  wife, — Hddy  that  the  divorce  in  Scotland  was  a 
sentence  of  a  conrt  of  competent  jorisdiction,  not  only  effectual 
within  that  jurisdiction  bat  entitled  to  recognition  in  the  courts 
of  this  country  also.  * 

§  540.  The  United  States  Supreme  Court,  whose  decisions 
upon  questions  affecting  judgments  of  sister  States  are  final  and 
conclusive,  have  as  yet  not  been  called  upon  to  decide  as  to  the 
validity  of  divorces  obtained  by  one  of  the  parties  to  the  mar- 
riage, in  a  State  where  such  party  is  a  hona  fide  resident  and  the 
other  is  a  citizen  of  another  State,  and  the  divorce  is  decreed 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State  upon  constructive 
service  to  the  non-resident  defendknt.  But  in  the  leading  case 
in  that  court,'  Mr.  Justice  Swayne  in  delivering  its  opinion  said : 
"  The  petition  laid  the  proper  foundation  for  the  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings. It  warranted  the  exercise  of  the  authority  which  was 
invoked.  It  contained  all  the  requisite  averments.  The  conrt 
was  the  proper  one  before  which  to  bring  the  case.  It  had  juris- 
diction of  the  parties  and  the  subject  matter.  The  decree  was 
valid  and  effectual  according  to  the  law  and  adjudication  in 
Indiana.'  The  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  give 
the  decree  the  same  effect  elsewhere  which  it  had  in  Indiana.* 
It  is  said  that  the  petitioner  went  to  Indiana  to  procure  the 
divorce,  and  that  she  never  resided  there.  The  only  question  is 
as  to  the  reality  of  her  new  residence,  and  the  change  of  domi- 
cfle.*  That  she  did  reside  in  the  county  where  the  petition  is 
filed,  is  expressly  found  by  the  decree.  Wliether  this  finding  is 
conclusive,  or  oi\\j  prima  facie  sufficient,  is  a  point  on  which  the 
authorities *are  not  in  harmony.*  We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
express  any  opinion  on  this  point.  The  finding  is  clearly  sufli- 
cient  until  overcome  by  adverse  testimony.  None  adequate  to 
that  result  is  found  on  the  record.     Giving  to  what  there  is  the 


*  Harvey  v.  Farnie,  8  App.  Cas.  43. 

«  Cheever  v.  Wilson,  9  Wall.  108; 
Christmas  v.  Russell,  5  Wall.  290; 
Darcy  v.  Ketcbum,  11  How.  175. 

«  McQuigg  V.  McQui^g,  18  Ind.  294; 
Noel  V.  EwiDg/  9  Ind.  87;  Lewis  v. 
Lewis,  9  Ind.  105:  Koiirke  v.  Rourke, 
8  Ind.  427:  Tolen  v.  Tolen,  2  Blackf. 
740;  Wilcox  v.  Wilcox,  10  Ind.  436. 


•  Darcy  v.  Ketcbum,  11  How.  175; 
Const,  art.  4,  sec.  1 ;  1  Stat,  at  Large 
122:  Christmas  v.   HusseU,  6  Wall 
290;  Mills  V.  Duryee,  7  Cranch,  483, 

•  Ciise  V.  Clarke,  5  Mason,  70;  Mc 
Donald    v.     Smalley,    1    Pet.    620; 
Cooper  V.  Galbrfrith,  3  W.  C.  C.  596, 

•  Noyes  v.  Butler,  6  Barb.  618;  Hall 
V.  WmiamB,  6  Pick.  282. 
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f  nllest  effect,  it  only  raises  a  suspicion  that  the  a/rmaus  manaendi 
may  have  been  wanting.  It  is  insisted  that  Cheever  never 
resided  in  Indiana ;  that  the  domicil  of  the  husband  is  the  wif e's, 
and  that  she  cannot  have  a  different  one  from  his.  The  converse 
of  the  latter  proposition  is  so  well  settled  that  it  would  be  idle  to 
discuss  it.  The  rule  is  that  she  may  acquire  a  separate  domicil 
whenever  it  is  necessary  or  proper  she  should  do  so.  The  right 
springs  from  the  necessity  of  its  exercise,  and  endures  so  long  as 
the  necessity  continues.'  The  proceeding  for  a  divorce  may  be 
instituted  where  the  wife  has  her  domicil.  The  place  of  mar- 
riage, of  the  offense,  and  the  domicil  of  the  husband  are  not  pec- 
^sary  to  jurisdiction.*  0 

The  statute  of  Indiana  enacted  that  ^^  the  court,  in  decreeing 
a  divorce,  shall  make  provisions  for  the  guardianship,  custody, 
and  support,  and  education  of  the  minor  children  of  such  mai*- 
riage."  Act  1852,  sec.  21.  That  part  of  the  decree  which 
relates  to  this  subjec];,  has  been  already  sufficiently  considered.' 
The  case  of  Barber  v.  Barber*  has  an  important  bearing  upon  the 
case  under  consideration.  There  a  wife  had  obtained  a  divorce 
a  menaa  et  thoroy  and  an  allowance  of  alimony  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  The  husband  afterwards  removed  to  Wisconsin. 
To  enforce  the  payment  of  the  alimony  she  sued  him  in  equity 
in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  that  district.  The 
court  was  clothed  with  equity  powere.  The  ground  of  Federal 
jurisdiction  relied  upon  was  the  domicil  of  the  husband  and  wife 
in  different  States.  The  court  decreed  for  the  complainant. 
This  court,  on  appeal,  recognized  the  validity  of  the  original 
decree,  sustained  the  jurisdiction,  and  affirmed  the  decree  of  the 
court  below.  This  is  conclusive  upon  several  of  the  most 
important  points  involved  in  the  case  before  us.* 


1  Harding  v.  Aldeu,  9  Me.  140  ; 
Maguire  v.  Maguire,  7  Dana,  181; 
Jenness  y.  Jenness.  24  Ind.  855; 
Cheever  v.  Wilson,  9  WaU.  108;  Hol- 
lister  y.  HoUister,  6  Pa.  St.  449; 
Standridge  v.  Standridge,  81  Ga.  228; 
2  Bishop  on  Marriage  and  Divorce, 
475;  Harteaux  v.  Harteauz,  14  Pick. 
181. 

*  Diston  V.  Diston,  8  R.  I.  87;  Shaw 
T.  Shaw,  98  Mass.  158;  Harding  v. 


Alden,  9  Me.  140;  Maguire  v.  Maguire, 
7  Dana,  181;  Hollister  v.  HoUister,  6 
Pa.  St.  449;  Shafer  v.  Bushnell,  25 
Wis.  872;  Hall  v.  Hall.  25  Wis.  SOO; 
Piatt's  Appeal,  80  Pa.  St.  501. 

»  Cheever  v.  Wilson,  9  Wall.  108. 

*  Barber  v.  Barber,  21  How.  582. 

» Cheever  v.  Wilson,  9  Wall.  108; 
S.  P.,  Kinnier  v.  Kinnier,  45  N.  T. 
585;  Hunt  v.  Hunt,  72  N.  T.  917. 
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§  541.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  decisions  cited  on  this  snb- 
ject,  that  the  great  object  in  view  of  the  courts  of  this  conntry 
and  England  is  the  prevention  of  frand  npon  innocent  parties 
and  imposition  upon  foreign  courts.  It  may  therefore  be 
declared  that  the  rule  is  well  settled,  that  the  actual  bona  Jlde 
residence  of  either  husband  or  wife  within  a  State  will  give  to 
that  State  authority  to  determine  the  statiM  of  such  party,  and 
to  pass  npon  any  question  affecting  his  or  her  continuance  in  the 
marriage  relation,  irrespective  of  the  locality  of  the  marriage  or 
of  any  alleged  offense  ;  and  that  any  such  court  in  that  State  as 
the  Legislature  may  have  authorized  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
subject,  may  lawfully  pass  upon  such  questions  and  annul  the 
marriage  for  any  cause  allowed  by  the  local  law.  But  if  a  party 
goes  to  a  jurisdiction  other  than  that  of  his  domicile  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  a  divorce,  and  has  residence  there  for  that 
purpose  only,  such  residence  is  not  honajlde^  and  does  not  confer 
npon  the  courts  of  that  State  or  country  jurisdiction  over  the 
marriage  relation,  and  any  decree  they  may  assume  to  make  would 
be  void  as  to  the  other  party,*  and  that  a  decree  of  divorce  valid 
and  effectual  by  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  it  was  obtained  is 
valid  and  effectual  in  all  other  States,  and  a  sentence  of  divorce 
obtained  hona^fide  and  without  fraud,  pronounced  between  partiea 
actually  domiciled  in  the  country,  whether  natives  or  foreigners, 
by  a  competent  tribunal  having  jurisdiction  over  the  case,  is 
valid  if  valid  in  the  State  where  it  is  rendered,  and  is  a  complete 
dissolution  of  the  marriage  in  whatever  country  it  may  have  been 
originally  celebrated.* 


*  Hare  v.  Hare,  15  Tex.  355;  Pawling 
V.  Bird,  13  Jobn.  102;  Kerr  v.  Kerr, 
41  N*.  Y.  272:  Cooper  v.  Cooper,  7 
Ohio,  594;  Smith  v.  Smith,  4  Greene, 
266;  Yates  v.  Yates,  13  N,  J.  Eq.  281; 
Waltz  V.  Waltz,  18  Ind.  449;  Gleason 
V.  Gleason,  4  Wis.  64;  Pitt  v.  Pitt,  4 
Macq.  627;  Dolphin  v.  Robbins,  7  H, 
L.  C.  890;  Shaw  v.  Gould,  L.  R.  3  H. 
L.  C.  65;  Shaw  V.  Atty.Genl.,  L.  R.  2 
P.  &  D.  156;  Sinclair  v.  Sinclair,  1 
Const.  294;  Tollemache  v.  Tollemacbe, 
IS.  &  T.  557;  Wilson  v.  Wilson,  L. 
R.  2  P.  &  D.  435;  Brothie  v.  Brocue, 
80  L.  J.  186;  Yelveiton  v.  Yelverton, 


1  S.  &  T.  574;  Hull  v.  Hull,  2  Strobh. 
Eq.  174;  Manley  v.  Manley,  4  Chand. 
97;  Hubbell  v.  Hubbell,  3  Wis.  662; 
Mansfield  v.  Mclntyre,  1  Ohio,  28; 
Ditson  v,  Ditson,  4  R.  I.  87;  Rebstock 
V.  Rebstock,  2  Pittsb.  R.  124;  Harrison 
V.  Harrison,  19  Ala.  499;  Harding  v. 
AUlcn,  9  Me.  146;  Holman  v.  Bank, 
13  Ala.  369 ;  Maguire  v.  Maguire,  7 
Dana,  181;  Thompson  v.  State,  28  Ala. 
12;  Burlen  v.  Shannon,  116  Mass,  438. 
•  Cheever  v.  Wilson,  9  Wall.  108; 
Dorsey  v.  Dorsey,  7  Watts,  350;  Kin- 
nicr  V.  Kinnier,  58  Barb.  424;  8.  C, 
46  N.  Y.  535;  Shaw  v.  Gould,  L.  R  a 
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This  rule  must  be  the  correct  one  or  the  propositions  upon 
^hich  it  is  based  are  nnsonnd  and  the  courts  having  enunciated 
them,  have  established  principles  tliat  are  clearly  wrong.  Every 
tribunal,  whether  sustaining  the  principle  we  have  stated  or  the 
contrary  one,  have  aflBrmed  the  following  propositions  upon 
which  the  rule  is  based  :  1st.  "  Every  sovereignty  has  exclusive 
control  over  the  personal  status  of  all  domiciled  within  its  terri- 
torial limits  ;  this  is  unquestioned.  2d.  Marriage  and  the  rights 
and  incidents  arising  therefrom  are  mattei*&of  personal  status, 
3d.  The  well-settled  doctrine  that  husband  and  wife  may  have 
separate  domiciles  whenever  it  is  necessary  or  proper  that  they 
should  ;  and,  4th.  As  a  corollary  from  these  rules,  the  final  one  that 
each  must  seek  and  can  only  obtain  a  divorce  from  the  other  in 
the  tribunals  and  under  the  laws  of  their  own  honafide  domicile. 

§  542.  The  act  of  Congress  of  May  26,  1790,  declares  that 
the  records  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  any  State 
shall  be  proved  and  admitted  in  any  other  court  within  the 
United  States  by  the  attestntion  of  the  clerk  and  the  seal  of  the 
court  annexed,  if  there  be  a  seal,  together  with  a  certificate  of 
the  judge,  chief-jnstide,  or  presiding  magistrate,  as  the  case  may 
be,  that  the  said  attestation  is  in  due  form  of  law.  This  pro- 
vision has  been  construed  in  various  ways.  No  one  but  the  clerk 
of  the  court  can  certify  to  the  correctness  of  a  record.  In  a  late 
case  it  was  said,  the  first  error  alleged  is  in  the  admission  of  a 
record  of  the  probate  court  of  the  Territory  of  Colorado,  certified 
to  in  the  name  of  the  clerk  by  a  deputy.  It  is  not  claimed  that 
this  record  as  authenticated  was  admissible  under  the  section  of 
our  own  statutes  applicable  thereto  (Gen.  Stat.  p.  700,  §  371), 
but  it  is  claimed  that  it  was  under  section  906  of  the  U.  S. 
Revised  Statutes.  Tliat  section,  however,  authorizes  attestation 
by  the  clerk,  and  names  no  other  person.  And  it  seems  to  bo 
settled  that  this  of  itself  grants  no  authority  to  a  deputy-clerk.* 
This  last  case  is  directly  in  point,  and  in  it  the  court  says:  "  The 
attestation  is  directed  to  be  by  the  clurk,  and  not  by  any  person 

H.  L.  55;  DolphiD  v.  Robbius,  7  H.  L.  Sampson  v.   OvertOD,   4    Bibb,  400; 

O.  890;  Pitt  V.  Pitt.  4  Macq.  627.  Schneitzcll  v.  Young,  8  H.  &  McH. 

»  Steplienson  v.  Baumsier,  8  Bibb,  502;  Greenleaf  Ev.  §  504;  Whart.  Ev. 

«69;  Morris  v.  Patchin,  24  N.  Y.  394;  §  tOO. 
Lothrop    V.    Blake,    8   Pa.  Si    405; 
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acting  as  a  finbstitnte  for  the  clerk,  or  possessing  like  power 
under  the  State  laws.  In  making  the  certificate,  which  is  made 
evidence  under  the  act  of  Congress,  the  clerk  derives  his  author- 
ity from  the  Federal  and  not  from  the  State  laws,  and  the  cer- 
tificate has  vitality  and  effect,  not  by  reason  of  the  official 
character  of  the  officer  making  it  under  the  laws  of  the  State, 
but  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  prescribing  it  as  the  mode  of 
proof  in  this  particular  case.  The  certificate  of  the  judge,  as  to- 
the  authority  of  any  person  other  than  the  clerk  to  make  the  cer- 
tificate, is  of  no  more  force  than  would  be  a  like  certificate  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  judgment.  Again,  if  a  deputy-clerk,  or  other 
person,  could  make  the  certificate  by  reason  of  the  power  con- 
fen-ed  upon  him  by  the  State  laws,  and  thus  satisfy  the  act  of 
Congress,  such  law  should  be  proved  as  other  facts  are  proved,  or 
as  other  laws  are  proved,  and  not  by  the  certificate  of  the  judge, 
which  is  not  made  evidence  of  any  such  fact.  The  records  were^ 
not  competent  evidence,  and  were  improperly  admitted."' 

Where  the  transcript  is  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  and 
the  presiding  judge  certifies  that  the  attestation  is  in  due  foiin,  it 
is  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress,*  but  the  mer& 
certificate  of  a  judge  that  the  person  who  attests  the  copy  of  the 
judgment  roll  from  that  State  is  a  clerk  and  the  signature  is  in- 
his  handwriting  is  not  auffident^  hut  it  mvst  state  that  the  attesta- 
tion  clause  is  in  dicejbrm*  which  must  be  annexed  to  the  exem- 
plification of  the  record.*  The  seal  of  the  court  must  be  annexed 
to  the  record  with  the  clerk's  certificate,  but  where  a  record 
issues  from  a  court  without  a  seal,  the  fact  that  it  has  no  seal 
must  be  stated  in  either  the  clerk's  or  judge's  certificate.*  The 
judge  who  attests  the  record  must  be  the  judge  of  the  court 
which  rendered  the  judgment ;  a  certificate  of  a  judgment  of 
another  State  not  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 

JK.  P.  R.  W.  Co.  V.   Cutter,   19  Tooker   v.    Thompson,  8   McL.  93;- 

Kas.  83.  Craig  v.  Brown,  Pet.  C.  C.  854. 

*Harner  v.  Spelman,  78  HI.   206;  <McFarland  v.  Hamilton,^  2   Bay, 

Blair  v.  Caldwell,  3  Mo.  855;  Grover  ^555;  Norwood  v.  Cobb,  20  Tex.  588; 

T.  Grover,  30  Mo.  405;  Ferguson  v.  Thompson  v.  Mason,  4  Dl.  App.  452. 

Harwood,  7  Cranch,  408.  »  Craig  v.  Brown,  1  Pet.  C.  C.  352; 

»  Hutchins   v.   Gerriah,   52   N.  H.  Kirkland  v.  Smith.  2  Mart.  (La.)  497; 

205;  Milbum  v.   Hall,  16  Mo.  426;  Cox  y.  Jones,  52  Ga.  438;  Strode  r. 

ChurchiU,  2  Litt.  75. 
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act  of  Oongress  nor  with  the  statute  of  the  State  where  the  reo- 
ord  is  sought  to  be  nsed^  will  not  authorize  a  recovery  of  judg- 
ment thereon.  Where  the  judgment  appears  to  have  been 
rendered  in  "  Cattaraugus  county  in  the  fourth  judicial  depart- 
ment in  the  State  of  New  York,"  and  a  judge  certifies  and  a 
clerk  certifies,  it  must  appear  that  Cattaraugus  county  Is  in  the 
fourth  judicial  department,  and  that  the  judge  who  certifies  id 
judge  of  the  court  out  of  which  the  record  comes,  and  of  which 
the  certifying  clerk  is  clerk,  or  the  record  can  not  be  used,*  but 
if  there  are  two  or  more  judges,  it  must  be  authenticated  by  the 
chief  or  presiding  judge.'  In  regard  to  the  authentication  of 
records  of  State  courts,  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  should  be 
precisely  as  required  by  acts  of  Congress.  Each  State  has  its 
own  statutory  provisions  in  regard  to  the  authentication  of  records, 
and  where  there  is  no  provision,  the  common  law  rule  applies. 
Thus,  the  record  of  a  judgment  rendered  in  a  court  of  the  United 
States,  and  certified  by  the  clerk  thereof  as  required  by  the  com- 
mon law  and  in  a  manner  sufiScient  under  a  State  statute,  is 
admissible  in  evidence  notwithstanding  it  is  not  authenticated  as 
required  by  act  of  Congress.'  Where  a  court  has  ceased  to  exist 
and  its  records  have  been  transferred  to  another  court,  then  the 
presiding  judge  and  clerk  of  the  latter  must  certify.*  No  par- 
ticular form  of  words  is  necessary  to  show  the  rendition  of  a 
judgment.  A  transcript  which  indicates  the  time,  place,  parties, 
matters  in  dispute,  and  adjudication  thereon,  is  snfiicient.*  Kecords 
of  a  Bankrupt  court  in  one  district  authenticated  in  conformity 
with  the  Bankrupt  act  are  admissible  in  any  United  States 
District  Court  in  an  action  by  the  assignee  of  a  bankrupt. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  record  of  a  judgment  should  be 
authenticated  as  provided  by  the  act  of  Oongress  passed  in  pur- 
suance of  article  4,  section  1,  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to 
render  it  admissible  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 

»  Boston  V.  Steel.     Mo.       ;  Phelps  Van  Stork  v.  Griffin,  71   Pa.  St.  340; 

V.    Tilton,    17  Ind.   423 ;    Buck    v.  Brown >.  Johnson,  42  Ala.  208. 

Grimes,  62  Ga.  605  <  Dean  v.   Chapin,  22   Mich.  275; 

«  Pratt  V.  King,  1  Oreg.  49;  Settle  Cochran  v.  State.  46  Ala.  714. 

▼.  AUiBon,  8  Ga.  200;  Shaw  v.  Hurd,  *  Darrah  v.  Watson,  36  Iowa,  116 

3  Bibb,  871 ;  Stewart  V.  Gray,  Hemp.  Manning    v.    Hogan,    26    Mo.    670; 

94;  Catlin  v.  Underbill,  4  McL.  199;  Gapen  v.  Emery,  5  Met.  436. 

*  Church  V.  Crossman,  41  Iowa,  878 
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District  Court  of  the  United  States,  even  out  of  the  State  com- 
posing the  district,  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  domestic  and  not  a 
foreign  court,  and  the  records  of  the  court  may  be  proved  by  the 
certificate  of  the  clerk,  with  the  seal  of  the  court,  without  the 
certificate  of  the  judge.*  When  a  record  is  properly  authenti- 
cated, immaterial  matters,  surplusage  and  the  like,  will  not  pre- 
vent its  admissibility  as  evidence. 

§  543.  It  is  held  by  some  few  courts  that  in  actions  brought 
on  judgments  of  foreign  States,  that  it  is  necessary  to  allege  that 
the  court  in  the  original  action  had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject 
matter  and  of  the  defendants.'  But  this  certainly  cannot  be  the 
doctrine  on  principle.  The  action  on  a  judgment  of  another 
State  is  like  any  ordinary  action  ;  every  matter  of  defense  must 
be  pleaded ;  the  question  of  jurisdiction  is  like  that  of  infancy 
coverture  or  the  statute  of  limitations,  it  is  personal  to  the  defend- 
ant, he  nmst  set  it  up  if  he  wants  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  this 
plea.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  defense,  and  the  presumption  is 
in  favor  of  the  jurisdiction.  An  averment  of  jurisdiction  is  not 
therefore  necessary  in  the  petition  or  complaint  If  the  court 
had  no  jurisdiction,  the  defendant  must  not  only  allege  but 
prove  it.'  It  is  an  acknowledged  and  fixed  principle  of  uni- 
versal obligation,  resulting  from  the  comity  and  respect  due 
one  judicial  ti^bunal  to  another,  that  a  judgment  of  a  court  of 
record  of  a  sister  State  is  in  itseU  j>rima  Jucie  evidence  of  juris- 
diction, and  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  party  pleading  such  judg- 
ment to  set  out  affirmatively  in  his  plea  the  jurisdiction  and  facts 
upon  which  the  power  and  authority  of  the  court  pronouncing 
judgment  depend.  Where  a  judgment  appears  to  be  for  the 
foreclosure  of  a  lien,  as  a  mortgage,  it  must  be  alleged  and  proved 
that  it  took  effect  as  a  personal  judgment  in  the  place  where  it 
was  obtained.*     Where  the  judgment  is  a  personal  one,  the  com- 


'  Adams  v.  Way,  33  Conn.  430; 
Michcner  v.  Pay  son;  13  N.  B.  R.  50; 
Mason  v.  Lawrason,  1   Cr.  C.  C.   190. 

*  Karns  v.  Kunkle,  2  Minn.  313; 
Smith  V.  Mulliken,  2  Minn.  819;  Ash- 
ley V.  Laird,  14  Ind.  222;  Martin  v, 
Moore,  1  Wy.  Ter.  222. 

»Reid  V.  Boyd,  13  Tex.  241; 
Butcher  v.  Bank,  2  Kas.  70;  Pritchett 


V.  Clark,  3  Barring  241;  Roe  v 
Hurlburt,  17  111.  572;  Phelps  v.  Duffy, 
11  Nev.  80;  Low  v.  Burrows,  12  Cal. 
181;  Archer  v.  Ilomainc,  14  Wis. 
375;  Bank  v.  Bank,  7  Gill,  415;  Rogers 
V.  Odell,  39  N.  H.  452;  Spaulding  v. 
Baldwin,  31  Ind.  876. 

*  Porcheler    ▼.    Bronson,  50  Tex. 
555. 
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plaint  need  only  allege  £he  name  of  the  court,  that  it  was  of 
competent  jarisdiction,  the  time,  amount,  &c.,  without  alleging 
the  proceedings/ 

§  544.  Where  there  is  a  finding  by  the  court  that  a  defendant 
has  been  duly  served  with  process,  such  finding  cannot  be 
impeached  by  the  evidence  of  such  defendant.'  For  if  a  record 
oi  2L  judgment  18  prima  Jucie  evideuoe^  the  burden  of  proof  to 
overthrow  this  presumption  of  service  is  on  the  defendant,  and  his 
uncorroborated  testimony  should  not  be  allowed  to  overcome  the 
return  of  the  officer  as  to  service,  and  the  recital  in  the  record  of  jur- 
isdiction, when  it  is  for  his  interest  to  have  the  record  impeached. 
There  has  been  no  adjudication  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  on  this  point,  and  we  think  that  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois  is  the  correct  one.  The 
maxim  of  omnia  rite  esse  acta  stands  as  evidence  of  the  fact, 
unless  the  contrary  be  shown,  for  the  presumptions  are  in  favor 
of  the  regularity  of  the  acts  of  the  officer.  The  rule  is,  that  an 
officer  will  not  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  omission  which  would  be 
a  culpable  neglect  of  duty,  and  for  which  he  would  be  liable. 
So  that  there  should  be  strong  corroborative  evidence  by  disin- 
terested parties  to  overcome  ihiBprim^ayacie  recital  in  the  record 
of  jurisdiction  or  service.  This  is  the  rule  adopted  by  courts  in 
regard  to  the  amount  of  proof  requisite  to  contradict  a  certificate 
of  acknowledgment  in  a  conveyance,  and  there  iv.  certainly  more 
reason  for  applying  the  rule  to  a  judgment  record  than  to  a  mere 
notary's  certificate,  acknowledging  the  execution  of  a  convey- 
ance. It  may  be  that  a  judgment  record  does  not  rank  as  high 
as  a  deed,  at  least  some  of  the  courts  of  last  resort  seem  to  make 
the  distinction,  and  allow  one  but  not  the  other  to  be  impeached ; 
that  is,  a  defendant  may  contradict  the  return  of  the  officer 
serving  him  with  legal  notice  of  the  commencement  of  an  action, 
but  the  uncorroborated  evidence  of  a  grantor  in  a  conveyance 
will  not  be  allowed  to  contradict  the  certificate  of  a  notary  public, 
who  may  have  no  more  conception  of  a  valid  acknowledgment 
than  a  child  :  and  yet  it  is  said  that  ^'  Law  is  a  science.'^ 

» Martin   v.    Moore,   1    Wy.    Ter.      Russell  v.  Baptist,  &c.  Union,  78  111. 
222.  887;  Westcott  v.  Brown,  13  Ind.  8& 

'Davis  Y.  Droflback,  81  111.  898; 
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§  545.  Where  it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  record  that  the 
court  did  have  jurisdiction,  extrinsic  evidence  to  contradict  it  i& 
not  admissible  under  a  plea  of  nul  tid  record.  The  office  of 
pleading  is  to  inform  the  court  and  the  parties  of  the  facts  in 
issne ;  the  court,  that  it  ma;  declare  the  law,  and  the  parties,  that 
they  may  know  what  to  meet  by  their  proof,  ^rd  tid  record 
puts  in  issue  only  the  facts  of  the  existence  of  the  record,  and  is 
met  by  the  production  of  the  record  itself  valid  upon  its  face,  or 
an  exemplification  duly  authenticated  under  the  act  of  Congress. 
A  defense  requiring  evidence  to  contradict  the  record  must  neces- 
sarily admit  that  the  record  exists  as  a  matter  of  fact,  and  seek 
relief  by  avoiding  its  effect.  It  should,  therefore,  be  formally 
pleaded,  in  order  that  the  facts  upon  which  it  is  predicated  may 
be  admitted  or  put  in  issue.  Under  the  common-law  system  of 
pleading,  this  would  be  done  by  a  special  plea.  The  equivalent 
of  such  a  plea  is  required  under  any  syatem.  The  precise  form 
in  which  the  statement  should  be  made  will  depend  upon  the 
practice  of  the  court  in  which  it  is  to  be  used  ;  but  It  must  be 
made  in  some  form.  Defects  appearing  on  the  face  of  the 
record  may  be  taken  advantage  of  upon  its  production  under  a 
plea  of  nul  tid  record^  but  those  which  require  extrinsic  evidence 
to  make  them  apparent  must  be  formally  alleged  betoi-e  they  can 
be  proven.  This  we  believe  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  prac- 
tice of  all  courts  in  which  such  defenses  have  been  allowed,  and 
it  is  certainly  the  logical  deduction  from  the  elementary  prin- 
ciples of  pleading.' 

A  special  plea  in  bar  of  a  suit  on  a  judgment  in  another 
State,  to  be  valid,  must  deny,  by  positive  averments,  every  fact 
which  would  go  to  show  that  the  court  in  another  State  had 
jurisdiction  of  the  person,  or  of  the  subject-matter. 

§  546.  The  question  whether  nil  debet  was  a  good  plea  to  an 
action  founded  on  a  judgment  of  another  State,  was  considered 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  at  an  early  ddjj. 
and  much  consideration  was  given  to  the  case,  and  the  decision 

»  Bimeler   v.   Dawson,  5  Dl.  588;  way,  2  Blackf.  108;  Moulin  v.   Ins. 

Harrod  v.  Baretto,  2  Hall,  302;  Shum-  Co.,  24  N.  J.  L.  222;  Gilman  v.  Lewis, 

way  V.  Stillman,  6  Wend.  447;  Star-  24  N.  J.  L.  248;  Aldrich  v.  Kinney,  4 

buck  V.  Murray,  5  Wend.  148;   Price  Conn.  380;  Hill   v.  Mendenhall,   21 

v.  Hickock,  39  Vt.  292;    Judkins  v.  WaU.  458. 
Ins.  Co.,  87  N.  H.  482;  Holt  v.  Alio- 
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was  that  the  record  of  a  State  court,  duly  authenticated  under 
the  act  of  Congress,  must  have  in  every  other  court  of  the  United 
States  such  faith  and  credit  as  it  had  in  the  State  court  from 
whence  it  was  taken,  and  that  nil  debet  was  not  a  good  plea  to 
such  an  action.'  Congress,  say  the  court,  have  declared  the  effect 
of  the  record  by  declaring  what  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  to 
it ;  adopting  the  language  of  the  court  in  that  case,  we  say  that 
the  defendant  had  full  notice  of  the  suit,  and  it  is  beyond  all 
doubt  that  the  judgment  of  the  court  was  conclusive  upon  the 
parties  in  that  State.  '^  It  must,  therefore,  be  conclusive  here 
also,"  unless  the  merits  are  open  to  exception  and  trial 
between  the  parties,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  plea  of  fraud 
can, be  admitted  as  an  answer  to  the  action.  The  plea  of  nU 
debet  is  inadmissible,  in  an  action  on  a  judgment  of  the  court  of 
another  State  ;  no  plea  can  be  received  that  would  be  bad  in  the 
State  where  the  original  judgment  was  obtained.'  But  a  plea  of 
nul  iiel  record  is  the  only  plea  allowed,  and  under  it  the  defend- 
ant may  show  that  it  was  obtained  by  fraud,  or  that  the  action  waa 
commenced  by  attachment  without  personal  service,  or  he  was 
not  served  with  process  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  or 
that  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  matter.  But 
payment  cannot  be  proved  under  nul  tid  record."  It  is  too  well 
settled  to  be  now  questioned,  that  nil  debet  is  not  a  good  plea  to> 
a XI  action  founded  on  a  judgment  of  another  State.*  If  the  judg- 
ment is  inconclusive  in  the  State  in  which  it  was  rendered,  or  if 
it  is  inquirable  into  these  during  a  particular  period  and  on 
certain  conditions,  it  will  be  open  to  the  same  extent  everywhere 
else.* 


*  Mills  V.  Dnryee,  7  Cranch,  541 ; 
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V.  Pauling,  5  H.  &  J.  500;  Spencer  v. 
Sloan,  8  La.  Ann.  290;  Mills  v.  Dur> 
yee.  7  Cranch,  541;  R.  R  Co.  v.  Ri» 
ley,  60  Ind.  eO. 
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§  547.  A  question  which  may  do  said  to  be  settled,  and  yet 
not,  is  the  one  whether  the  defense  of  fraud  can  be  successfnlly 
maintained  in  order  to  impeach  a  judgment  of  a  sister  State. 
While  there  may  be  no  room  for  doubt  after  two  decisions  npon 
this  question  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  where 
the  defense  was  squarely  presented,  negativing  any  such  ground 
for  impeachment'  and  the  same  doctrine  maintained  in  various 
States.'  Bu^  while  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  pro- 
vides that  *'  Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State  to 
the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other 
State,  and  the  Congress  may^  by  general  lawSj  jpreseribe  the  man- 
ner in  which  such  acts,  records  and  proceedings  shall  be  proved, 
^nd  the  effect  thereof*  In  pursuance  of  this  power  Congress 
enacted.  May  26,  1790,  after  providing  for  the  mode  of  aathenti- 
cation,  "  the  said  records  and  judicial  proceedings,  authenticated 
as  aforesaid,  shall  have  such  faith  and  credit  given  to  them  in 
every  court  within  the  United  States,  as  they  have  by  law  and 
usage  in  the  courts  of  the  State  from  whence  the  said  records  ai-e 
or  shall  be  taken."  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  having 
conferred  upon  Congress  the  power  to  declare  the  effect  of  judi- 
cial proceedings,  and  Congress  having  declared  their  effect  to  be 
the  same  as  in  the  State  where  rendered,  the  question  then  must 
be  determined,  not  according  to  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  as  above  declared,  but  in  accordance  with  the  effect 
accorded  domestic  judgments  in  the  States  where  rendered.  If 
then  the  plea  of  fraud  is  a  valid  ono  in  any  State  to  a  judgment 
rendered   by  a  court  therein,  it  must  under  the  act  of  Congress 


»  Cbrisimaft  v,  RuMsell.  5  Wall.  804; 
Maxwell  v.  Stuart,  32  Wall.  77;  Alii- 
son  V.  Chapman.  19  F.  R  488. 

"  Benton  V.  Buriiot,  10  S.  &  R.  240; 
Hockadny  v.  Skcgg'^.  18  La.  Ann.  681; 
Granger  v.  Cl:irk,  22  Me.  130;  Atkin- 
fion  V.  Allen,  12  Vt.  624;  Hammond  v. 
Wilder,  25  Vt.  842;  Anderson  v.  An- 
derson, 8  Ohio.  108;  Rankin  v.  Barnes, 
5  Bush,  20;  Sheldon  v.  Kendall,  7 
Cush.  217;  Homer  v.  Fish,  1  Pick. 
435 ;  O'Sbaughessy  v.  Baxter,  121 
Mass.  515;  Sundford  v.  Sandford,  28 
Conn.  6;  Embury  v.  Connor,  8  N.  Y. 


611:  Dobson  v.  Pearce,  12  N.  Y.  156; 
M.  Rh  •  V.  Mattoon,  13  Pick.  63;  R.  R. 
V.  Sparhawk,  1  Allen,  448;  Hammond 
V.  Wilder.  23  Vt.  346;  Campbell  v. 
Strong,  1  Hemp.  265;  Cannon  v. 
Brame,  45  Ala.  262;  Hollister  v.  Ab- 
bott, 31  N.  H.  448;  Raihbone  v. 
Terry,  1  R.  I.  78;  Topp  v.  Bank,  3 
Swan,  184;  Wall  v.  Wall,  28  Miss.  413; 
Bicknell  v.  Field,  8  Paige,  440;  Peel 
V.  January,  35  Ark.  331;  8.  C.  37  Am. 
R.  27;  Johnson  v.  Dobbins,  12  Phila. 
518. 
«  Const.  U.  S.  art.  4,  §  1. 
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and  the  Federal  constitution  be  a  valid  plea  to  a  judgment  of 
snch  State  when  made  the  basis  of  a  cause  of  action  in  another 
jurisdiction.  That  is,  every  defense  available  against  such  judg- 
ment in  the  State  where  the  original  action  was  brought  is  a  valid 
defense  in  the  court  of  any  sister  State.  And  it  is  held  in  a  num- 
ber af  cases  that  the  defense  of  fraud  in  obtaining  a  judgment  may 
be  made  by  plea,  in  a  court  of  law.  to  an  action  upon  such  judg- 
ment from  another  State.*  The  doctrine  in  New  York  is  that  there 
may  be  such  fraud  upon  a  tribunal  and  upon  the  opposite  party  in 
judicial  proceedings  as  will  vitiate  a  judgment  obtained  thereby.* 
But  the  fraud  in  such  case  is  made  up  of  the  same  constituents 
as  is  fraud  in  any  other  case,  and  the  same  state  of  facts  must 
appear  which  is  required  in  other  cases.  There  must  be  fraudu- 
lent allegations  and  representations  designed  and  intended  to  mis- 
lead, with  knowledge  of  falsity,  and  resulting  in  damaging 
deception. 

In  Iowa,  the  doctrine  is  declared  to  be  that  fraud  in  the 
obtaining  may  be  pleaded  to  an  action  upon  a  domestic  as  well  as 
a  foreign  judgment.'  That  is,  that  although  a  defendant  was  per- 
sonally served  with  summons,  yet  if  he  was  fraudulently  induced 
to  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  for  that  purpose 
he  may,  notwithstanding  the  judgment,  plead  the  fraud  and 
thus  avoid  it.  This  is  the  rule  also  in  Kentucky.*  The  doc- 
trine in  England  is  well  settled  that  a  party  will  be  relieved  from 
the  consequences  of  a  jurisdiction  obtained  by  fraud  or  violence.* 


'  Roper  V.  Gwinn,  21  Iowa,  59; 
Whetstone  v.  Whetstone,  81  Iowa, 
276;  Coffee  v,  Neely,  2  Heisk.  804; 
Eft  ton  V.  Hasty,  6  Neb.  419;  Sharman 
v.  Morton,  31  Ga.  34;  Jarvisv.  Sewall, 
40  Barb.  449;  Phillips  v.  Godfrey,  7 
Bosw.  150;  Rogers  v.  Rogers,  15  B. 
Mon.  864;  Hindman  v.  Mackall,  3 
Iowa.  170;  Lawrence  t.  Jarvis,  82 
111.  804;  Ward  v,  Quinliora,  57  Mo. 
425;  Conway  v.  Ellison,  14  Ark.  860; 
Norwood  V.  Cobb,  20  Tex.  588;  Wood 
V.  Watkinson,  17  Conn.  500;  Welsh  v. 
Sykes,  8  111.  197;  Edgell  v.  Sigerson, 
20  Mo.  494;  Erwin  v.  Toole,  81  Iowa, 
513;  Diinlap  v.  Cody,  81  Iowa,  260; 


Ellis  V.  Keli7.  8  Bush,  621;  Stuart  v. 
Stuart,  3  McArthur,  415. 

*  Michigan  v.  Bank,  83  K  Y.  9; 
Hunt  V.  Hunt,  72  N.  H.  227. 

*  Whetstone  v.  Whetstone,  81  Iowa, 
276;  Cowin  v.  Toole,  31  Iowa,  513; 
Dunlap  V.  Cody,  31  Iowa,  260. 

*  Ellis  V.  Kelly,  8  Bush,  621. 

» Wells  v.  Gumey,  8  B.  &  C.  769; 
Lutton  V.  Benin,  11  Mod.  50;  Wingate 
V.  Insley,  12  Pick.  270;  Barlow  -v. 
Hall,  2  Anst.  461;  Loveridge  v.  Plas- 
tow,  2  H.  Black.  29;  Lyford  v.  Ter 
rell,  1  Anst.  85;  Wilson,  in  re,  1  Ark. 
152;  Lloyd  v.  Munsell,  2  P.  Wma.  74; 
Michigan  v.  Bank,  83  N.  Y.  22;  Dob 
son  V.  Pearce,  12  N.  Y.  166. 
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The  reasoning  of  the  courts  allowing  this  defense  is  unanswer- 
able. If  the  defendant  can  be  relieved  from  the  effects  of  a 
judgment  in  the  State  where  it  is  rendered,  why  should  he  not 
be  entitled  to  the  same  relief  in  the  State  of  his  residence  where 
the  judgment  is  sought  to  be  enforced  ?  To  deny  him  the  same 
relief  in  his  own  State  would  be  giving  a  foreign  judgment  a 
much  more  conclusive  effect  in  the  sister  State  than  in  the  State 
where  it  was  originally  rendered.  Then  citizens  should  not  be 
driven  to  foreign  States  to  protect  their  rights.  If  they  have  a 
legal  right,  or  are  being  subjected  to  a  wrong,  they  may  look  to 
the  tribunal  having  jurisdiction  over  them  and  the  subject  mat- 
ter, if  the  opposite  party  has  placed  himself  within  this  jurisdic- 
tion. To  exclude  the  defense  of  fraud  would,  in  many  cases,  be 
oppression  or  an  absolute  denial  of  justice,  the  inconvenience  and. 
expense  of  going  to  a  distant  State,  of  there  employing  counsel 
and  litigating  the  matter  would  be  so  great,  and  the  principal 
reason  for  the  disintction  is  that  a  foreign  judgment  cannot  be 
reached  by  citizens  of  one  State,  for  the  purpose  of  reversing  it, 
without  going  into  the  foreign  jurisdiction  for  the  purpose. 
Can  it  be  said  that  the  constitution  and  acts  of  Congress  require 
that  a  judgment  which  in  the  State  where  rendered  can  be 
impeached  or  avoided  for  fraud  should  be  soconclasive  when 
made  the  basis  of  an  action  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction  that  it 
cannot  be  impeached  or  avoided  upon  the  same  ground  ?  The 
doctrine  need  only  to  be  stated  to  be  refuted. 

§  548.  In  those  States  where  the  defense  <^f  fraud  is  not  per- 
mitted, the  courts  have  a  method  of  arriving  at  the  same  result, 
but  in  an  entirely  different  mode  ;  as,  for  instance  in  a  late  case, 
where  a  judgment  from  the  District  of  Columbia  was  made  the 
basis  of  an  action  in  one  of  the  courts  of  the  State  of  Connecticut ; 
the  defendants  asked  for  an  injunction  against  the  prosecution  of 
the  action  and  any  enforcement  of  the  judgment.  The  court 
says :  The  judgment  was  rendered  by  a  court  having  jurisdiction 
of  person  and  cause  ;  it  stands  here  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
a  judgment  rendered  in  our  court,  with  this  distinction  as  to 
manner  of  enforcement :  execution  does  not  go  from  it  against 
person  or  property ;  a  suit  must  be  instituted  and  a  new  judg- 
ment obtained  thereon  in  our  own  courts ;  but  whenever  such 
suit  has  been  instituted^  or  an  execution  has  been  sent  out  upon 
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a  domestic  jadgment,  it  is  within  the  province  of  a  court  of 
equity  to  restrain  proceedings  in  either  case  alike,  if  it  is  certified 
that  it  is  against  equity  and  good  conscience  that  tfaej  should  be 
enforced ;  and  this  not  in  denial  of  the  authority  of  the  court 
rendering  the  judgment,  or  of  the  legality  of  its  action ;  the 
injunction  is  not  directed  against  it,  but  is  strictly  in  perBOtiam^ 
to  restrain  persons  from  making  courts  of  law  instruments  of 
wrong.  In  all  cases  where  a  party  has  by  accident,  mistake,  or 
fraud  obtained  an  unfair  advantage  in  a  proceeding  at  law  which 
must  necessarily  make  that  court  an  instrument  of  injustice,  a 
eourt  of  equity  will  interfere  to  restrain  him  from  using  the 
advantage  thus  improperly  gained.  And  the  court  will  enjoin 
against  the  use  of  such  a  judgment  where  rendered  by  the  courts 
of  another  State  as  well  as  where  rendered  by  our  own  courts.* 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  court  of  equity  has  power  to  look 
into  the  judgments  of  other  courts,  and  if  it  appears  they  are 
infected  with  fraud,  to  give  relief  against  them.*  The  power  of 
the  court  to  relieve  against  fraudulent  judgments  is  not  limited 
to  judgments  recovered  in  the  courts  of  the  same  State,  but  may 
be  exerted  agaiDst  judgments  recovered  in  the  courts  of  other 
states.  Whenever  they  are  sought  to  be  made  the  foundation  of 
an  action  or  a  defense'  in  those  states  where  the  code  system 
obtains  and  the  functions  of  the  courts  of  common  law  and 
ehancery  aie  united  in  the  same  court,  and  the  distinctions 
between  actions  at  law  and  suits  in  equity  and  the  forms  ol 
all  snch  actions  and  suits  are  abolished,  and  the  defendant 
may  set  forth  by  answer  as  many  defenses  as  he  may  have^ 
whether  they  he  such  as  have  he&n  heretofore  denominated^  legal 
or  eqtntable^  or  bothj  and  where  aflSrmativo  relief  is  authorized  to 
be  given  to  a  defendant  in  an  action  by  the  judgment,  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Clifford,  in  Christmas  v.  flussel,  that  resort 
must  be  had  to  a  court  of  chancery  to  obtain  relief  against  a 

*  Stanton  v.  Embury,  46  Conn.  595;     Barnesley  v.   Powell,    1    Ves,    289 ; 


Engel  y.  Schearman,  40  Ga.  206. 

•  Glover  v.  Hedges,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  119 
Boulton  V.  Scotts,  8  N.  J.  Eq.  231 
Van  Meter  v.  Jones,  8  N.  J.  Eq.  523 
Bowers  v.  Butler,  4  N.  J.  Eq.  465 
Ins.  Co.  v.  Hodgson,  7  Cranch,  836 
Simpson  v.  Hart,    1  John.   Ch.  98 


Brown  v.  Brown,  1  Vem.  157;  Mussell 
V.  Morgan,  8  Bro.  C.  C.  74;  Kichmond 
V,  Taylor,  1  P.  Wms.  784;  Lloyd  v. 
Mansell,  2  P.  Wms.  78. 

"Davis  V.  Headley,  22  N.  J.  Eq. 
123;  Pearce  v.  Olney,  20  Conn.  544; 
DobBon  V.  Pearce,  12  N.  Y.  165. 
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frandnlcnt  judgment  can  not  apply,  for  there  is  no  each  eonrt  and 
no  such  action — the  civil  action  includes  suits  on  judgments  of 
other  States,  and  from  the  provisions  of  the  codes  the  intention 
of  the  State  Legislatures  is  that  all  controversies  respecting  the 
matter  of  litigation  shall  be  determined  in  one  action  ;  whether 
fraud  or  imposition  in  the  recovery  of  a  judgment  could,  prior 
to  the  adoption   of  such  codes,  have  been   alleged   against  it 
collaterally  at  law  or  not,  it  may  now  be  set  up  as  an  equitable 
defense  to  defeat  a  recovery  upon  it.    Under  the  head  of  equita- 
ble defenses  are  included  all  matters  which  under  the  former 
system  would  have  authorized  an  application  to  the  court  of 
chancery  for  relief  against  legal  liability,  but  which  at  law  could 
not  have  been  pleaded  in  bar.     Fraud,  which  would  have  been  a 
good  cause  for  relief  against  a  judgment  in  a  court  of  chancery 
is  under  the  code  system  a  proper  matter  of  defense  ;  an  equitable 
defense  to  a  civil  action  under  the  old  practice,  is  now  available 
as  a  legal  defense ;  and  in  an  action  on  a  foreign  judgment,  the 
question  is  ought  the  plaintiff  to  recover  ?  and  anything  which 
shows  that  he  ought  not,  is  available  to  the  defendant,  whether  it 
was  formerly  of  equitable  or  legal  cognizance.    If  this  then  is  the 
effect  of  the  code  system  and  tlie  abolition  of  legal  and  equitable 
actions,  it  must  under  the  act  of  Congress,  giving  a  judgment 
in  foreign  jurisdiction,  the  same  effect  and  usage  as  it  has  by  the 
laws  of  the  state  where  rendered.     The  result  must  be  that  in 
every  State,  where  fraud  or  any  other  defense  may  be  made 
available,  as  a  defense  to  an  action  on  a  judgment,  it  is  a  proper 
plea  in  any  other  State  in  which  the  plaintiff  seeks  to  avail  him- 
self of   it  against   the   defendant.     The   plaintiff  seeking  and 
placing  himself  in  such  foreign  jurisdiction,  is  bound  by  the  pro- 
cedure there  in  force. 

§  640.  The  general  rule  is  that  if  a  judgment  is  conclusive 
between  the  parties  in  the  State  where  it  was  rendered,  it  is 
equally  so  in  every  court  in  the  United  States,  and  consequently 
the  plea  of  fraud  in  procuring  the  judgment  is  not  a  legal 
defense  to  an  action  on  the  judgment  in  a  sister  State. 

§  550.  Domestic  judgments,  under  the  rules  of  the  common 
law,  could  not  be  collaterally  impeached  or  called  in  question  if 
rendered  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.    It  could  only  be 


-._^ 
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done  directly  by  writ  of  error,  petition  for  new  trial,  or  bill  in 
chancery.  Third  persone  only  could  set  np  the  defense  of  fraud 
or  collusion,  and  not  the  parties  to  the  record,  whose  only  relief 
was  in  equit}',  except  in  the  case  of  a  judgment  obtained  on  a 
cognovit,  or  a  warrant  of  attorney.*  Common  law  rules  placed 
foreign  judgments  upon  a  different  footing,  and  those  rules 
remain,  as  a  general  remark,  unchanged  to  the  present  time. 
Under  these  rules,  a  foreign  judgment  W2^  prima  facie  evidence 
of  the  debt,  and  it  was  open  to  examination,  not  only  to  show 
that  the  court  in  which  it  was  rendered  had  no  jurisdiction  of 
the  subject-matter,  but  also  to  show  that  the  judgment  was  fraud- 
ulently obtained. 

§  551.  Recent  decisions  in  England  have  changed  this  rule, 
and  now  a  foreign  judgment  is  so  far  conclusive  upon  a 
defendant  that  he  is  prevented  from  alleging  that  the  premises 
upon  which  it  is  founded  were  never  made  or  were  obtained  by 
fraud  of  the  plaintiff.'  Cases  may  be  found  in  which  it  is  held 
that  the  judgment  of  a  State  court,  when  introduced  as  evidence 
in  the  tribunals  of  another  State,  are  to  be  regarded  in  all  respects 
as  domestic  judgments.  On  the  other  hand,  another  class  of 
cases  might  be  cited  in  which  it  is  held  that  such  .judgments  in 
the  courts  of  another  State  are  foreign  judgments,  and  that  as 
such  the  judgment  is  open  to  every  inquiry  to  which  other  for- 
eign judgments  may  be  subjected  under  the  rules  of  the  common 
law.  Neither  class  of  these  decisions  is  quite  correct.  They 
certainly  are  not  foreign  judgments  imder  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  Congress  in  any  proper  sense,  because  they  "  shall  have 
such  faith  and  credit  given  to  them  in  every  other  court  within 
the  United  States  as  they  have  by  law  or  usage  in  the  courts  of 
the  State  from  whence  "  they  were  taken  ;  nor  are  they  domestic 
judgments  in  every  sense,  because  they  are  not  the  proper  found- 
ation of  final  process,  except  in  the  State  where  they  were  ren- 
dered." Such  judgments  are  entitled  to  no  priority  of  lien,  nor  can 
execution  be  issued  on  them  except  in  the  State  where  rendered, 

• 

>  2  Saunders  on  Pleading  and  £yi-  Dimmick  v.  Brooks,  21  Vt.  669;  Dar- 

dence,  part  1,  p.  68.  cey  v.  Eetclium,   11  How.  165;  Bee- 

"  Bank  v.  Nias,  4  £.  L.  &  £q.  252.  vers  v.  Clement,  28  Md.  426;  Folger 

'McElmoylev.  Cohen,  18  Pet.  812;  v.  Ins.   Co.,  09  Mass.  267;  Claflin  t. 

Wood  v.   Watkinson,  17  Conn.  500;  McDermott,  12  P.   R.  875. 
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UDtil  after  Bait  broDght  npon  them,  or  can  they  be  the  founda- 
tion of  a  jadgment  in  jpersonam  where  the  original  action  was 
in  rem  and  there  was  no  personal  appearance  of  the  defendant/ 
nor  can  they  be  snstained  in  any  other  State  in  the  absence  of 
jurisdiction ;  but  in  all  other  respects  they  have  the  same  faith 
4ind  credit  as  domestic  judgments.'  Subject  to  these  qualifica- 
tions, the  judgment  of  a  State  court  is  conclusive  in  the  courts  of 
all  the  other  States  wherever  the  same  matter  is  brought  in  con- 
troversy. The  established  mle  is,  that  so  long  as  the  judgment 
remains  in  force  it  is  of  itself  conclusive  of  the  right  of  the 
plaintiff  to  the  thing  adjudged  in  his  favor,  and  gives  him  a  right 
to  process,  mesne  or  final,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  execute  the  judg- 
ment." 

§  552.  Domestic  judgments,  even  if  fraudulently  obtained, 
must,  nevertheless,  be  considered  as  conclusive  until  reversed  or 
set  aside,  and  the  plea  of  fraud  is  not  available  as  an  answer 
to  an  action  on  the  judgment,  and  a  party  to  a  judgment  cannot 
be  permitted  in  equity,  any  more  than  at  law,  collaterally  to 
impeach  it  on  the  ground  of  fraud  or  mistake.  The  whole  cur- 
rent of  decisions  upon  the  subject  seems  to  recognize  the  princi- 
ple that  when  a  cause  of  action  has  been  instituted  in  a  proper 
forum,  where  all  matters  of  defense  were  open  to  the  party  sued, 
the  judgment  is  conclusive  until  reversed  by  a  superior  court 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  or  until  the  same  is  set  aside 
by  a  direct  proceeding  in  chancery.  Strangers  may  show  that 
they  were  collusive  or  fraudulent ;  but  they  bind  parties  and 
privies.  Where  jurisdiction  is  shown  over  the  person,  no  error, 
mistake  or  irregularity  in  the  proceedings  can  be  shown  for  the 
purpose  of  impeaching  the  judgment.  The  conclusive  effect  of 
the  judgment  is  the  same  in  any  sister  State  as  in  the  State  where 
rendered.  Even  though  harsh  and  erroneous,  the  judgment  will 
be  regarded  as  valid  and  conclusive  by  the  courts  of  another  State 

»Bis8eU  V.  Briggs,    9   Mass.  468;  v.  Daw8on.5  HI.  536;  Bissellv.Briggs, 

Arndt   v.    Amdt,   15  Ohio,  83;  Mc-  9  Mass.  468;  D'Arcy  v.  Eetcbum,  11 

Vicker  v.  Beedy.  81  Me.. 316.  How.  165;  Webster  v.  Held,  11  How. 

.» Barney    v.    White,    46    Mo.  187;  487. 

Zimmerman  v.  Helzer,  82  Md.  274;  » Voorhees  v.  Bank,  10  Pet.  449; 

Chewv.  Brumagin,  21  N.  J.  Eq.  520;  Huff  v.  Hutchinson,  14  How.  688; 

Zepp  V.  Hager,  70  111.  224;  Bimeler  Benton  v.  Burgot,  10  S.  &  R  240. 
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until  reversed  in  the  State  where  it  was  rendered.'  So,  if  a  partj 
-suffers  jadgment  to  pass  against  him  by  a  wrong  name,  he  is 
estopped  in  an  action  on  sneh  jadgment  to  avail  himself  of  th^ 
•misnomer.'  But  this  rule  does  not  apply  to  a  suit  dismissed  for 
alleged  want  of  prosecution  and  never  tried  on  the  merits, 
because,  under  such  circumstances,  the  cause  of  action  remains 
unlitigated,  and  there  is,  in  fact,  no  judgment.*  The  rule  is  unde- 
niable, that  the  judgment  or  decree  of  a  court  possessing  compe- 
tent  jurisdiction  is  final,  not  only  as  to  subject  thereby  deter- 
mined, but  as  to  every  other  matter  which  the  parties  might  have 
litigated  in  the  cause,  and  which  they  might  have  had  decided.* 
Where  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction  in  another  sovereignty  has 
passed  upon  the  question  of  its  own  jurisdiction,  when  expressly 
raised  by  plea,  and  necessarily  considered  in  giving  judgment, 
the  parties  to  such  suit  are  bound  in  a  home  court,  under  the 
principle  of  res  adjudicata.  In  such  a  suit  against  an  insurance 
company,  in  a  home  court,  on  a  judgment  from  a  court  of  another 
sovereignty,  though  the  court  may  look  behind  the  judgment  of 
the  court  a  quo  into  the  question  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
court  over  the  subject  matter  or  parties,  and  into  the  validity  of 
the  process  by  which  suit  there  was  commenced,  yet  this  power 
does  not,  as  of  course,  relieve  parties  to  the  suit  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  principle  of  rea  adjudicaia^ 

%  553.  Assuming  that  the  question  of  jurisdiction  has  been 
satisfactorily  established,  we  are  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  such 


*  Merchants'  Ins.  Co.  v.  Dewolf,  88 
Pa,  St.  45;  Scott  v.  Pilkington.  2  B.& 
S.  11;  Guthrie  v.  Lowrie.  84  Pa.  St. 
638;  Harvey  v.  Drew,  82  111.  606; 
Olds  V.  Glaze,  7  Iowa,  8;  Siruble  v. 
Malone,  8  Iowa,  686;  Crawford  v. 
Simonton,  7  Port.  110;  Grover  v. 
Grover,  80  Mo.  400;  Brinklej  v.  Brink- 
ley,  50  N.  Y.  184;  Rogers  v.  Rogers, 
15  B.  Mon.  864:  Biesenthal  v.  Wil- 
liams, 1  Duvttll,  829;  Weyr  v.  Zane,  8 
-Ohio,  806;  Riley  v.  Murray,  8  Ind. 
354 ;  McLendon  v.  Dodge,  82  Ala. 
491;  Hart  v.  Cummings,  1  Iowa,  664; 
Barrioger  y.  Boyd,  27  Miss.  478;  Con- 
Way  y.  Ellison,  14  Ark.  860;  Buford 
▼.  Kirkpatrick,  18  Ark.  88;  Gunn  y. 


Howell,  85  Ala.  144;  Hassell  y.  Ham- 
ilton. 88  Ala.  280;  Taylor  y.  Kilgore, 
83  Ala.  214;  Milne  y.  Van  Buskirk, 
9  Iowa,  558;  Indiana  y.  Helmer,  %^ 
Iowa,  870;  Rocco  y.  Hackett,  2  Bosw. 
579. 

*  Martin  y.  Baron,  87  Mo.  801; 
Guinard  y.  Heysinger,  15  111.  288. 

*  Rankin  y.  Barnes,  8  Bush,  20 ; 
Hughes  V.  Blake,  1  Mason,  515;  Estill 
y.  Taul,  2  Yerg.  467;  R.  R.  y.  Lewis, 
8  Pick.  113. 

*  Dobson  y.  Pearce,  12  N.  Y.  166; 
Ante,  §  459. 

*  Moch  y.  Ids.  Co.,  10  Fed«  Rep. 
696. 
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jndgment.  The  effect  of  snch  judgment  is  to  be  determined  by 
the  laws  of  the  State  where  it  is  rendered/  The  presumption' 
will  be,  that  it  is  valid  and  binding  in  the  State  where  rendered, 
and  until  the  contrary  is  shown,  full  faith  and  credit  will  be  given 
to  it,'  and  that  it  was  rendered  in  conformity  to  the  laws  of 
such  state  ;*  defects  in  matters  of  form  will  not  affect"  it,*  and 
when  offered  in  evidence  in  another  State,  it  is  the  highest  evi- 
dence that  it  was  warranted  by  the  laws  of  the  State  where 
rendered,  and  other  evidence  is  inadmissible  to  disprove  the  fact* 
It  cannot  be  impeached  for  any  irregularity,  but  only  for 
want  of  jurisdiction  of  the  person,*  and  is  as  much  a  bar  as  a 
domestic  judgment.*  But  the  constitutional  provision,  that  full 
faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  the  courts  of  one  State  to  judg- 
ments of  another,  does  not  affect  the  question  of  enforcing  a- 
judgment  which  is  uncertain  or  ambiguous  in  terms.  If  a  judg- 
ment is  not  certain,  or  capable  of  being  made  bo  by  intendment, 
it  is  not  to  be  enforced,  even  though  it  was  rendered  in  another 
State.*    Thus,  a  foreign  judgment  rendered  without  a  statement 


»  Brumagin  v.  Chew,  19  N.  J.  Eq. 
130;  Reed  v.  Girty,  6  Bosw.  667;  Du- 
passeur  v.  Rocheau,  21  Wall.  180;  Gil- 
christ V.  Company,  31  W.  Va.  116; 
B.  C.  45  Am.  R.  656. 

*  French  v.  Pease,  10  Eans.  61 ; 
Nunn  V.  Sturges.  22  Ark.  889;  Gil- 
christ V.  Company,  21  W.  Va.  116;  8. 
C. ,  45  Am,  R.  555;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mercer, 
11  Phila.  226;  Cook  v.  Thoruhiil,  18 
Tex.  208;  Peel  v.  January,  86  Ark. 
831;  S.  C,  87  Am.  R.  27. 

•  Graydon  v.  Justus,  24  La.  Ann. 
232;  McLendon  v.  Dodge,  82  Ala. 
491;  Gilchrist  v.  Company,  21  W.  Va. 
115;  8.  C,  45  Am.  R.  555. 

*  Robinson,  in  re,  6  Blatchf.  258. 

•  Davidson  v.  Sharp,  6  Ired.  14; 
Cannon  v.  Brame,  45  Ala.  262;  Dart 
V.  Goss,  24  Mich.  266. 

'  Conway  v.  Ellison,  14  Ark.  860; 
Jardine  v.  Reichart,  89  N.  J.  L.  166; 
8ydam  v.  Cannon,  1  Houst  431;  An- 
derson V.  Fry,  6  Ind.  76;  Eaton  v. 
Hasty,  6  Neb.  419;  Riley  v.  Murray, 


8  Ind.  664;  Norwood  v.  Cobb,  20  Tex. 
688;  Martin  y.  Barron,  87  Mo.  801; 
Grover  v.  Grorer,  80  Mo.  400;  Phillips 
V.  Godfrey,  7  Bosw.  150;  Milne  v. 
Van  Buskirk,  9  Iowa,  658;  State  t. 
Helmers,  21  Iowa,  370;  McFarland 
V.  White,  18  La.  Ann.  394;  Crawford 
V.  White,  17  Iowa.  660;  8heehy  v. 
Professional,  &c.  Co.,  2  C.  B.  N.  8. 
211;  8cott  V.  Pilkington,  2  B.  &  8. 
11;  Lazier  V.  Westcott,  26  N.  Y.  146; 
Vanquelin  v.  Bouard,  16  C.  B.  N.  8. 
841 ;  Brissac  v.  Rathbone,  6  H.  &  N. 
801;  Imrie  v.  Castrique,  8  C.  B.  N. 
8.  406;  Laurence  v.  Jarvis,  83  111. 
804. 

'  Cincinnati,  &c.  Co.  v.  Wynne,  14 
Ind.  885;  Rocco  v.  Hackett,  2  Bosw. 
679;  Robert  v.  Hodges.  16  N.  J.  Eq. 
299;  Moulin  v.  Ins.  Co.,  24  N.  J.  L. 
222;  Black  v.  Black,  4  Blackf.  174;. 
West,  &c  Co.  V.  Thornton,  12  La. 
Ann.  736. 

8  Fritz  V.  Fisher,  5  Pa.  L.  J.  R 
850. 
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of  the  cause  of  aotion,  in  some  form  recognized  bj  law,  is  of  no 
value,  and  will  not  be  recognized  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  which  rendered  W  But  courts  will  not  inquire  into  the 
evidence  of  certain  facts  shown  to  exist,  but  on  which  no  issue  is 
made  by  the  pleadings,*  and  if  the  judgment  is  invalid  in  the 
State  where  it  is  sought  to  be  enforced,  no  judgment  will  be 
rendered  thereon,  unless  its  validity  is  shown  by  the  laws  of  the 
State  where  rendered."  But  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  say,  that  nothing  more  need  appear  by  the  record,  than 
that  the  court  had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  action 
and  of  the  parties,  and  that  a  judgment  was  in  fact  rendered. 
All  else  is  matter  of  form  regulated  by  the  practice  of  the  court, 
in  which  the  original  action  was  prosecuted/  It  is  only  when 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  another  State  is  not  impeached, 
either  as  to  the  subject-matter  or  the  person,  that  the  record  of 
the  judgment  is  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit.  The  court  must 
have  had  jurisdiction  not  only  of  the  ocmsey  hut  of  the  parties, 
and  in  that  case  the  judgment  is  final  and  conclusive.^  Where 
the  record  of  a  foreign  judgment  shows  neither  service  of  pro- 
cess, notice  to,  nor  appearance  by,  the  defendant,  it  will  be 
treated  as  a  nullity  in  the  State  where  suit  is  brought ;  but  if  the 
record  shows  a  service,  notice,  or  appearance,  although  not 
amounting  in  either  case  to  persodal  notice  -or  appearance,  then 
jurisdiction  is  to  be  presumed  until  such  presumption  is  rebutted.* 
But  the  decisions  of  the  tribunals  of  a  State  as  to  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  laws  of  their  own  sovereignty,  are  as  binding  on 
the  courts  of  other  States  as  they  are  on  the  Federal  courts/ 


'  Young  V.  Rosenbaum,    89   Cal. 

•  Cone  V.  Hooper,  18  Minn.  588. 
«  CrafU  V.  Crafts,  81  Iowa,  77. 

•  Maxwell  v.  Stuart,  22  Wall.  77; 
Tenney  v.  ToWnsend,  9  Blackf.  274. 

»  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Mercer,  11  Phila. 
1^6;  Bowler  v.  Huston,  80  Gratt.  296; 
Peel  V.  January,  85  Ark.  881;  S.  C, 
^  Am.  R.  27;  Wixom  v.  Stephens, 
17  Mich.  518;  Bissell  v.  Briggs,  9 
Mass  462. 

•  Warren  v.  McCarthy,  26  111.  95; 
6im  Y.  Frank,  25  DL  125;  Bimeler  v. 


Dawson,  5  HI.  541;  Rangely  v.  Web- 
ster, 11  N.  H.  299;  Commonwealth  v. 
Blood,  97  Mass.  888^  Hassell  v.  Ham- 
ilton. 88  Ala.  286;  Gunn  v.  Howell,  27 
Ala.  668;  Latterett  v.  Cook,  1  Iowa, 
1;  Wilson  v.  Jackson,  10  Mo.  829; 
Nunn  V.  Slurges,  22  Ark.  889;  Mc- 
Lendon  v.  Dodge.  82  Ala.  491;  Scott 
y.  Coleman,  6  Litt.  849;  Lincoln  ▼. 
Tower,  2  McL.  478;  Tenney  v.  Towns- 
end,  9  Blatch.  274;  Shumway  v.  Still- 
man,  4  Cow.  292;  Bissell  v.  Briggs,  9 
Mass.  462. 
'  Hunt  V.  Hunt,  72  N.  Y.  217;  Bai- 
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Thns,  a  court  of  a  Bister  State  having  jarisdiction  over  the  subject- 
matter,  as  garnishment,  where  the  garnishee  appears  and  pleads 
in  the  suit,  has  authority  to  determine,  whether  a  non-resident 
under  the  laws  of  that  State  can  be  subjected  to  the  process  of 
garnishment,  and  its  judgment  thereon  is  therefore  conclusive," 
or  a  judgment  confessed  upon  a  warrant  of  attorney,  under  a 
State  statute.* 

§  554.  Each  State  must  give  the  same  effect,  within  it& 
limits,  to  the  judicial  decrees  of  every  other  State,  which 
such  decrees  have  in  the  State  where  they  are  rendered.  A 
judgment,  final  and  conclusive  in  the  State  in  which  it 
was  rendered,  is  final  and  conclusive  in  another  State,  and 
a  judgment  without  effect  in  the  State  in  which  it  was  ren- 
dered, is  without  effect  in  another.  Hence  the  courts  of  the 
State  in  which  a  judgment  of  a  court  of  another  State  is  sought 
to  be  enforced,  have  a  right  to  inquire  how  far  the  judgment 
presented  may  be  conclusive  in  the  State  in  which  it  was  ren- 
dered.' So  the  courts  will  take  judicial  notice  of  the  laws  of  the 
State  where  the  judgment  is  rendered.  Thus  it  was  said  whea 
the  judgment  impleaded  is  the  judgment  of  the  sister  State,  the 
court  will  notice  ex  officio  the  law  of  the  State  in  which  it  was  ren- 
dered.  The  reason  given  for  this  is,  that  in  such  a  case  the  court 
acts  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  which 
require  that  the  judgment  shall  have  in  every  State  the  same- 
faith  and  credit  which  it  has  in  the  State  where  it  was  originally 
rendered.  In  such  a  case,  it  was  said,  the  decision  of  the  State 
court  is  re-examinable  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  which  will,  without  averment  or  proof,  tate  cognizance 
of  the  law  of  the  State  in  which  the  record  originates.  It  would 
be  a  very  imperfect  and  discordant  administration  for  the  court 
of  original  jurisdiction  to  adopt  one  rule  of  decision,  while  the 
court  of  final  resort  was  governed  by  another  ;  and  hence  it  fol- 

ley  V.  Maguire,  22  Wall.  215;    Galpin  Va,  278. 

T.  Page,  18  Wall.  850;  Walker  v.Har-  *  Gunn  v.  Howell.  85  Ala.  144. 

bor  Comm'rs.  17  Wall.  648;  Secomb  •  Coleman   v.   Waters,  18  W.  Va. 

V.  R.  R.  Co.,  23  Wall.  108;  Gilchrist  278. 

T.  Company,  21  W.  Va.  115;  S.  C,  'McLaren  v.  Kehler,  28  La.  Ann. 

45  Am.  K.  555;  Gumi  v.  Howell,  85  80;  Green  v.  Van  Buskirk,  88  How 

Ala.  144;  Coleman  v.  Waters,  18  W.  P.  52. 
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lows  that  in  qneetions  of  this  sort  we  shoald  take  notice  of  the 
local  laws  of  a  sister  State  in  the  same  manner  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  would  do  on  a  writ  of  error  to  our 
judgment.^  Thus,  where  by  statute  judgments  might  be  confessed 
in  vacation  before  the  clerk,  a  judgment  so  confessed  will  be  as 
conclusive  as  one  confessed  in  open  court.*  So  where  a  judgment 
was  entered  in  New  Jersey  pro  oonfem>^  by  virtue  of  a  warrant 
of  attorney,  signed  by  the  defendant,  empowering  any  attorney 
in  the  United  States  to  confess  judgment,  the  whole  proceed- 
ing being  consistent  with  the  laws  of  the  State,  it  was  held,  that 
such  judgment  was  entitled  to  ^^  full  faith  and  credit "  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  although 
it  did  not  appear  that  any  of  the  parties  were  residents  of  that 
State,  or  had  ever  been  there.*  A  judgment  recovered  in  a 
sister  State  is  a  bar  to  the  further  prosecution  of  an  action  pend- 
ing at  the  time  between  the  same  parties  on  the  same  cause  of 
action  in  another  State.^  And  it  makes  no  difference  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  sister  State  has  been  appealed  from,  and  the  appeal 
is  still  pending,  where,  by  the  laws  of  that  State,  such  appeal 
operates  only  as  a  proceeding  in  error,  and  does  not  supersede 
the  judgment.*  In  such  a  case,  while  the  action  may  be  main- 
tained  notwithstanding  the  pendency  of  appellate  proceedings  in 
the  State  where  the  judgment  was  rendered,  the  court  in  the 
sister  State  may  order  that  no  execution  shall  be  issued  on  a 
judgment  obtained  in  such  action,  provided  the  defendant  give 
bond  and  security  to  satisfy  the  judgment  and  pay  all  damages, 
&c.,  provided  the  writ  of  error  should  be  determined  adversely 
to  the  defendant.     If  the  appeal  does  not  set  aside  the  judgment, 


1  Baxley  v.  Linah,  16  Pa.  St.  241; 
Rae  V.  Hiilbert,  17  lU.  672;  Butcher 
V.  Bank,  2  Kan.  70;  State  v.  Hinch- 
man,  27  Pa.  St.  479;  Paine  v.  Ins. 
Co.,  12  R.  I.  440;  Wilson  v.  Jackson, 
10  Mo.  330. 

*  Harness  v.  Oreen,  19  Mo.  828; 
Kandolph  v.  Keller,  21  Mo.  657;  Sipes 
V.  Whitney,  30  Ohio  St.  69. 

»  Randolph  v.   Keiler,  21  Mo.  657. 

«  Bank  v.  Wheeler,  28  Conn.  488; 
Bank  v.  Brown,  50  Mo.  214;  Paine 
T.   Ins.  Co.,  12    R.   I.  440;  U.  S.  v. 


Dewey,  6  Biss.  601;  Bank  v.  Eldred,  6 
Biss.  870;  Jones  v.  Jamison,  15  La. 
Ann.  35;  Child  v.  Powder  Works,  45 
N.  H.  647;  Candee  v.  Clark,  2  Mich. 
286. 

» Bank  v.  Wheeler,  28  Conn.  433; 
Sage  V.  Harpending,  49  Barb.  166; 
Harris  v.  Hammond,  18  How.  P.  128; 
Rathbone  v.  MoitIs,  9  Abb.  P.  218; 
Scott  v.  Pilkington,  2  B.&  S.  11;  Ins. 
Co.  v.  Ray,  76  Va.  821;  Clark  v. 
Child,  136  Mass.  844. 
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the  plea  is  no  answer  to  the  action.>  If  the  judgment  would  be 
a  good  bar  to  the  maintenance  of  an  action  in  the  State  where 
rendered,  it  is  entitled  to  have  the  same  effect  in  any  other  State 
where  it  is  either  used  by  the  plaintiff  as  a  cause  of  action,  or  the 
defendant  in  bar  of  an  action'  (if  the  judgment  is  based  upon 
jurisdiction).  So  where  it  appears  at  a  trial  that  in  a  former 
suit  between  the  same  parties  in  a  sister  State  the  causes  of  action 
specially  declared  on,  and  all  growing  out  of  the  same  subject 
matter,  could  have  been  proved  in  the  former  suit,  and  that  the 
same  proof  offered  in  the  subsequent  suit,  was  in  the  former  suit 
properly  introduced  and  considered  on  the  merits,  and  a  judgment 
rendered  for  the  defendant,  such  judgment  is  a  bar  to  the  second 
or  subsequent  suit.*  In  an  action  upon  a  judgment  recovered,  a 
defendant  cannot  set  up  payment  prior  to  the  recovery  of  such 
judgment,  or  a  counter-claim  which  was  set  up  and  determined 
against  him  in  the  former  suit/  But  such  judgments  rank  only 
as  simple  contract  debts  in  marshaling  the  assets  of  an  insol- 
vent estate.' 

§  555.  As  to  how  far  a  defendant  may  go  into  the  original 
merits  of  the  cause,  it  is  indeed  very  di£5icult  to  perceive  what 
could  be  done  if  a  different  doctrine  were  maintainable  to  the 
full  extent  of  opening  all  the  evidence  and  merits  of  the  cause 
anew,  on  a  suit  upon  the  foreign  judgment.*  Some  of  the  wit- 
nesses may  have  since  died,  some  of  the  vouchers  may  be  lost  or 
destroyed.  The  merits  of  the  case,  as  formerly  before  the  court, 
upon  the  whole  evidence,  may  have  been  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  judgment;  upon  a  partial  possession  of  the  original  evidence 
that  may  now  appear  otherwise.  Suppose  a  case,  purely  sound- 
ing in  damages,  such  as  an  action  for  an  assault,  for  slander,  for 
conversion  of  property,  for  a  malicious  prosecution,  or  for  a 
criminal  conversation,  is  the  defendant  to  be  at  liberty  to  re-try 


»  Suydam  v.  Hoyt,  25  K  J.  L.  280; 
Ids.  Co.  v.  De  Wolf,  83  Pa.  St.  45;  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Ray,  75  Va.  821. 

•Mills  V.  Duryee.  7  Cr.  481;  Mc- 
Elmoyle  v.  Cohen,  18  Pet.  212;  Jac- 
quette  v.  Hugunon,  2  McLean,  129. 

•  Baker  v.  Rand,  18  Barb.  152. 

*  Dudley  v.  Stiles,  32  Wis.  871; 
Earras  v.  Bid  will.  8  Woods  C.   C.  5; 


Meredith  v.  Mining  Ass.,  56  Cal. 
178,  where  it  was  held  that  a  court 
of  general  Jurisdiction  would  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  passed  upon  the  mat- 
ters involved  in  a  counter-claim. 

•  Cameron  v.  Wurtz,  4  McCord, 
278;  Brengle  v.  McClellan.  7  G.  &  J. 
434:   Harness   v.   Green,  20  Mo.  816. 

•  Story  Confl.  Laws,  §  607. 
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the  whole  merits,  and  to  make  ont,  if  he  can,  a  new  case,  upon 
new  evidence  ?^  Or,  is  the  court  to  review  the  former  decision, 
like  a  court  of  appeals,  upon  the  old  evidence  ?  In  a  case  of  cov- 
enant, or  of  debt,  or  of  a  breach  of  contract,  are  all  the  circum- 
43tances  to  be  re-examined  anew}  If  they  are,  by  what  laws  and 
rules  of  evidence,  and  principles  of  justice,  is  the  validity  of  the 
original  judgment  to  be  tried  ?  Is  the  court  to  open  the  judg- 
ment, and  to  proceed  ex  aequo  et  hono  t  Or,  is  it  to  administer 
strict  law,  and  stand  to  the  doctrine  of  the  local  administration 
of  justice  {  Is  it  to  act  upon  the  rules  of  evidence  acknowledged 
in  its  own  jurisprudence,  or  upon  those  of  foi'eign  jurisprudence  ? 
These  and  many  more  questions  might  be  put  to  show  the  intrin- 
sic difficulties  of  the  subject.  Indeed,  the  rule  that  the  judgment 
is  to  be  prima  facie  for  the  plaintiff,  would  be  a  mere  delusion 
if  the  defendant  might  still  question  it  by  opening  all  or  any  of 
the  original  merits  on  his  side ;  for,  under  such  circumstances,  it 
would  be  equivalent  to  granting  a  new  trial.  It  is  easy  to  under- 
stand that  the  defendant  may  be  at  liberty  to  impeach  the  origi- 
nal justice  of  the  judgment  by  showing  that  the  court  had  no 
jurisdiction ;  or,  that  he  never  had  notice  of  the  suit  ;*  or,  that  it 
was  procured  by  fraud ;  or,  that  upon  its  face  it  is  founded  in 
mistake ;  or,  that  it  is  irregular  and  bad  by  the  local  law.  Fori 
rei  juduxUae.  To  such  an  extent  the  doctrine  is  intelligible  and 
practicable.  Beyond  this,  the  right  to  impugn  the  judgment  is 
in  legal  effect  the  right  to  re-try  the  merits  of  the  original  cause 
-at  large,  and  to  put  the  defendant  upon  proving  those  merits."' 

§  556.  To  make  a  foreign  judgment  (the  same  rules  apply 
generally  to  judgments  of  other  States)  conclusive,  it  must  appear 
that  it  was  a  final  and  conclusive  judgment.*  A  judgment  of  a 
State  court,  the  record  of  which  shows  that  the  defendant  had 
no  personal  service,  and  did  not  appear  and  submit  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  is  not  entitled,  under  the  constitution  and 

»  Alivon  V.  Fumeval,  1  C.  M.  &  R.  v.  Nichols.  8  Sim.  468;  Buttrick  v. 

^77.  Allen,  8  Mass.  278;  2  Stoiy  Confl. 

•  Ferguson  v.  Mahon,  11  A.  &  E.  Laws,  §  607. 
179.  *  Frayes  v.  Worms,  10  C.  B.  N.  8. 

» Amott  V.  Redfern,  2  C.  &  P.  88;  149;  Plnmner  v.  Woodbiirne,  4  B.  & 

Kovelli   v.    Rossi,    2   B.    &  A.  757;  C.  625;  Douglass  v.  Forrest,  4  Blng. 

Douglass   v.    Forrest,  4   Bing.   686;  686. 
Obicini  v.  Bligh,  8  Blng.  885;  Martin 
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Iaw8  of  tbe  United  States,  to  fnll  faith  and  credit  in  every  court 
within  the  United  States.  In  a  suit  against  a  partnership,  if  one 
partner  is  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  conrt,  and  is  not 
served  with  process,  and  does  not  voluntarily  appear  and  answer 
to  the  suit  by  himself  or  his  attorney,  the  judgment  against  the 
partnership  cannot  be  enforced  against  him  out  of  the  local  juris- 
diction, even  though  by  the  lex  lod  a  service  on  the  partner  resi- 
dent within  the  jurisdiction  is  sufficient  to  authorize  a  judgment 

against  all  the  partners.* 

» 

§  557.  On  a  judgment  recovered  against  two  defendants,  only 
one  of  whom  was  summoned,  there  can  be  no  recovery  in  another 
State  against  the  defendant  who  was  summoned ;  the  judgment, 
being  a  nullity  as  to  the  party  not  summoned,  is  a  nullity  as  to 
both.  A  judgment,  being  an  entire  thing,  cannot  be  separated 
into  parts.  The  common  law  rule  is,  that  a  judgment  is  an  entire 
thing  and  it  could  not,  therefore,  be  affirmed  as  to  one  or  more 
defendants,  and  revei'sed  as  to  the  others.*  If  then  a  judgment 
could  not  at  common  law  be  affirmed  in  part  and  reversed  in  part, 
because  of  its  entirety,  for  the  same  reason  if  a  suit  is  brought 
in  this  State  on  a  foreign  judgment,  which  is  admitted  to  be  void 
as  to  some  of  the  defendants,  such  a  judgment  must  be  held  to 
be  void  as  to  all.  The  reason  of  the  law  is  that  the  judgment  ia 
an  entire  thing,  and  cannot  be  separated  into  parts.  If  execution 
is  issued  on  such  a  judgment,  it  must  be  issued  against  all  the 
defendants.  The  question  was  fully  considered  in  Massachu- 
setts,' where  a  suit  was  brought  on  a  judgment  recovered  in 
Georgia  against  two  defendants,  and  it  appeared  from  the  record 
that  one  of  the  defendants  had  never  been  summoned,  and  had 
never  appeared  in  person,  or  by  attorney,  to  the  suit  brought 


'Hall  v.  Lanning,  91  U.  8.  1«0; 
D'Arcy  v.  Ketclium,  11  How.  165; 
Smith  V.  Smith,  17  111.  482;  Candee  v. 
Clark,  %  Mich.  255;  Steel  v.  Smith.  7 
W.  &  S.  451 ;  Reed  v.  Girty,  6  Bosw. 
667;  Suydam  v.  Barber,  18  N.  Y.  468; 
Knapp  V.  Abell,  10  Allen,  485;  Hale 
V.  Williams,  6  Pick.  282;  Rogers  v. 
Bums,  27  Pa.  St  525;  Rangely  v. 
Webster,  11  N.  H.  299;  Jones  v. 
Gerock,    6   Jones   £q.  190;   Oakley 


V.  Aspinwall,  4  N.  Y.  618;  Dart  v. 
Goss,  24  Mich.  266;  Board,  &c  v. 
Columbia  College.  17  Wall.  521; 
Phelps  V.  Brewer,  9  Cash.  890;  Mackay 
V.  Gordon,  84  !>].  J.  L.  286;  Menlova 
y.  Cakes,  2  McMuU.  162. 

9  Cutting  y.  Williams,  1  SaUc.  24; 
Parker  Harris,  Ld.  Raymd.  825; 
Lloyd  y.  Pearse,  Cro.  Jac.  425. 

*  Hall  y.  Williams,  6  Pick.  282. 
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against  him  in  Georgia.  And  it  was  held — Parker,  0.  J.,  deliv 
ering  the  opinion  of  the  conrt — that  the  jndgment  being  entire, 
if  it  was  a  nullity  with  respect  to  one,  it  was  a  nullity  also  as  to 
the  other  defendant.  In  the  still  later  case,*  the  question  was 
again  argued  before  the  court,  and  the  decision  in  6  Pick,  was 
approved,  Gray,  C.  J.,  saying,  that  if  the  ^  court  had  no  juris- 
diction of  one  defendant,  its  judgment,  being  entire  and  unqual- 
ified, is,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  of  the  law  of  Maine  upon 
the  subject,  void  against  both."  These  decisions  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  courts  of  other  States.*  Courts  have  permitted 
judgments,  on  motion,  some  of  them  in  the  exercise  of  a  quasi- 
equitable  jurisdiction;  to  be  set  aside  as  to  one  defendant  and  to 
stand  as  to  others.  And  in  some  States  it  has  been  decided  that 
a  judgment  may  be  valid  as  to  one  defendant  and  void  as  to  oth- 
ers.* "  The  weight  of  authority  is,  we  think,  decidedly  the  other 
way,  and  in  accord  with  the  law  as  laid  down  iji  Hall  v.  Will- 
iams, 8upra,  Looking  at  the  question  from  an  equitable  stand- 
point purely,  there  is  some  force  in  the  appellants'  contention,, 
that  a  judgment  may  and  ought  to  be  held  valid  as  to  parties 
summoned,  and  who  had  an  opportunity  to  make  their  defenses, 
even  though  it  may  be  void  as  to  others  against  whom  no  process 
was  issued.  But  if  it  be  well  settled,  and  such  seems  to  be  the 
law,  that  a.  judgment  which  is  void  as  to  one  of  the  defendants 
is  void  also  as  to  the  other,  the  plaintiff  in  taking  such  a  judg- 
ment has  no  one  to  blame  but  himself.  In  bringing  suit  against 
two  parties  on  a  joint  contract,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  directed 
process  to  be  issued  against  both,  and  if  he  failed  to  do  so,  and 
subsequently  took  a  judgment  against  one  of  the  defendants  who 
never  had  been  summoned,  he  has  no  right  to  complain,  because 
the  law  will  not  enforce  the  payment  of  such  a  judgment.' 


J>4 


§  558.  In  the  construction  of  the  statutes  of  a  State,  and 
especially  those  affecting  titles  to  real  property,  or  which  involve 
a  rule  of  property,  the  authority  of  the  Legislature,  under  itscon- 

»  Wright   V.    Andrews,   180  Mass.  Silver  v.  Reynolds,  17  N.  J.  L.  275; 

150.  Bowler  v.  Huston,  dO  Gratt  260. 

■  Rangely  v.  Webster,  11  N.  H.  2W;  •  Douglass  v.  Massie,  16  Ohio,  271. 

Hotteux  v.  8t.  Aubin,  2  W.  Blacks.  «  Hanley  ▼.  Donoghue,  58  Md.  2d8; 

1188;  Ashlin  ▼.  Langton,  4  Moo.  &  8.  8.  C,  48  Am.  R.  554. 
719;  Gerard  v.  Basse,   1    Dall.   119; 
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stitntion  to  pass  a  particular  statute,  the  tme  interpretation  of 
any  statute  passed  by  it,  the  acts  which  will  be  justified  under 
State  Statutes,  the  construction  of  its  constitution,  &c.,  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States  say  are  matters  exclusively 
within  the  determination  of  the  highest  court  of  the  State.  The 
34th  section  of  the  Judiciary  act  of  1789,  directed  "  that  the 
laws  of  the  several  States,  except  where  the  statutes,  treaties,  or 
iionstitution  of  the  United  States  otherwise  require  or  provide,  shall 
be  regarded  as  rules  of  decision  in  trials  at  common  law  in  courts 
of  the  United  States,  in  cases  where  they  apply.  And  in  cases 
depending  on  the  laws  of  a  particular  State,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
tlie  United  States  adopt  the  construction  of  those  laws,  which 
have  been  given  by  the  courts  of  that  state,'  whatever  may  be 
the  opinion  of  that  court  as  to  their  original  soundness,  and 
though,  independently  of  such  decision,  it  would  have  decided 
<iifferently,« 


>  Elmendorf  v.  Taylor,  10  Wheat. 
163;  Shelby  v.  Guy,  11  Wheat.  861; 
Jackson  v.  Chew,  12  Wheat.  158;  U. 
S.  V.  Morrison,  4  Pet.  124;  Henderson 
V.  Griffin,  6  Pet.  151;  Thacher  v. 
Powell.  6  Wheat  119;  McCluny  v. 
Silliman,  8  Pet.  277;  Polk  v.  Wendal, 
9  Cranch,  87;  Shipp  v.  Miller,  2 
Wheat.  816;Pullerton  v.  Bank,  1  Pet. 
«14;  Society  v.  Watts,  1  Whejit  290; 
Ross  V.  McLuDg,  6  Pet.  288;  Beach  v. 
Viles.  2  Pet.  678;  Hinde  v.  Vattier,  6 
Pet.  398:  Davis  v.  Mason,  1  Pet.  508; 
Steele  v.  Spencer,  1  Pet.  568;  Living- 
ston V.  Moore,  7  Pet.  469;  McKeen  v. 
Delancey,  5  Crunch,  22;  Gardner  v. 
Collins,  2  Pet.  58;  D'Wolf  v.  Rabaud, 
1  Pet.  501 ;  Bell  v.  Morrison,  1  Pet. 
359;  McCormick  v.  Sulllvant,  10 
Wheat.  192;  Thompson  v.  Phillips,  1 
Baldw.  285;  Ross  v.  Boriand,  1  Pet. 
664;  Waring  v.  Jackson.  1  Pet.  570; 
O wings  v.  HuU,  9  Pet.  607;  U.  S.  v. 
Monson,  1  Gall.  18;  Coates  v.  Muse,  1 
Brock.  539;  Parsons  v.  Bedford,  8  Pet. 
444;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Georgia,  98  U.  S. 
^59;  Green  v.  Neal,  6  Pet.  291; 
Mooney  v.   Humphrey,  4  McCrary, 


112;  Orvis  v.   Powell,  98  U.  8.  176; 
Princess,  The,  8  Ben.  209. 

*Aicardi  v.  State,  19  Wall.  685; 
Elm  wood  y.  Marcy,  92  U.  S.  289; 
Davis  V.  Indiana,  94  U.  S.  792;  Walker 
V.  Comm'rs,  17  Wall.  648;  Morgan  v. 
Town  Clerk,  7  Wall.  600;  Nesmith  v. 
Sheldon,  4  McLean,  875;  fiank  v. 
Iowa,  12  How.  1;  Luther  V.  Borden, 
7  How.  1;  Nichols  v.  Levy,  6  Wall. 
488;  Leavenworth  v.  Barnes,  94  U.  S. 
70;  Williamson  v.  Suydam,  6  Wall. 
728;  Miles  v.  Caldwell,  2  Wtill.  85; 
Meade  v.  Beale,  Taney,  889;  King  v. 
Wilson,  1  DiU.  555;  Peik  v.  Chicago, 
94  U.  S.  166;  Lefflngwell  v.  Warren, 
2  Black.  559;  Ottawa  v.  Perkins,  94 
U.  S.  260;  Suydam  v.  Williamson,  24 
How.  427;  Bailey  v.  McGuire,  22  Wall. 
215;  Hall  v.  De  Cuir,  95  U.  8.  485; 
Polk  V.  Wendell,  9  Cranch,  98;  Olcott 
V.  Supervisors,  16  Wall.  689;  Princess, 
The,  8  Ben.  209;  Fairfield  v.  Gallatin, 
100  U.  S.  47;  Kountze  v.  Omaha,  5 
Dillon,  448;  Ins.  Co.  v.  Massachusetts, 
6  Wall.  611;  Olive  v.  Omaha,  8  Dill. 
868;  Townsend  v.  Todd,  91  U.  S.  452; 
Lane  Co.  v.  Oregon,  7  Wall.  71;  Su- 
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Sach  has  been  the  general  mle  of  decision  of  the  highest 
tribunal  in  the  land.  "  Undoubtedly  some  exceptions  to  it  have 
been  recognized.  One  of  them  is,  that  when  the  highest  court  of 
a  State  has  given  different  constructions  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws,  at  different  times,  and  rights  have  been  acquired  under  the 
former  construction,  we  have  followed  that  and  disregarded  the 
latter.  With  much  more  reason  may  we  change  our  decision 
construing  a  State  Constitution  when  no  rights  have  been 
acquired  under  it  and  when  it  is  made  to  ap{>6ar  that  before  the 
decision  was  made  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  State  had  inter- 
preted the  Constitution  differently,  when  that  interpretation 
within  the  State  fixed  a  rule  of  property  and  has  never  been 
abandoned.  In  such  a  case  we  think  it  our  duty  to  follow  the 
State  courts  and  adopt  as  the  true  construction  that  which  those 
courts  have  declared."*  If  those  decisions  conflict  the  latest  will 
be  followed.'  Among  the  final  determination  of  State  courts  of 
last  resort  that  are  held  binding  upon  all  the  Federal  couits  the 
following  will  serve  as  instances  of  the  rule  above  laid  down» 
The  rules  of  evidence  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  a  State,*  and  the 
construction  put  upon  them  although  opposed  to  a  specific  rule 
by  the  Federal  court  for  the  circuit.  The  correctness  of  proceed- 
ings in.  the  State  courts  as  to  points  of  practice.^  The  construe 
tion  of  the  recording  acts  of  the  State/    The  effect  of  State  laws 


pervisors  v.  U.  8.,  18  Wall  71;  Wal- 
worth y.  Eneeland,  15  How.  848; 
Raymond  v.  Longworth,  4  McLean, 
481;  Springer  v.  Foster,  2  Stoiy,  888; 
U.  S.  v.  Morrison,  4  Pet.  124;  Oak- 
land V.  Skinner,  94  U.  S.  255;  Butz  v. 
Muscatine,  8  Wall.  575;  Gut  v.  State, 
9  Wall.  85;  Dred  Scott  v.  Sandford, 
19  How.  398;  Parker  v.  Phettiplace,  2 
OliflP.  70;  Blossburg  v.  R.  R,  5  Blatch. 
847;  Sumner  v.  Hicks,  2  Black,  532; 
Strong.  The  Samyel,  1  Newb.  Adm. 
187;  Boyle  v.  Arledge,  1  Hemp.  620; 
Hartford  v.  Bridge  Co.,  10  How.  511; 
Withers  v.  Buckley,  20  How.  84; 
Christy  v.  Pidgeon,  4  Wall.  196; 
liesmith  v.  Sheldon,  7  How.  818;  R. 
R  Tax  Cases,  92  U.  S.  575;  Orvis  v. 


Powell,  98  U.  8.  140;  Concord  v. 
Bank,  92  U.  S.  625;  Randall  v.  Bing- 
ham, 7  Wall.  528. 

*  Fairfield  v.  Gallatin,  100  U.  8.  47. 
Smith  V.  Shriver,  8  Wall.   Jr.   219. 

•  Neal  v.iQreen,  1  McLean,  18;  Bank 
V.  Longworth,  1  McLean,  85;  Bloss- 
burg V.  R.  R.,  5Blatchf.  387;  Leflang- 
well  V.  Warren,  2  Black,  559;  Sum- 
ner v.  Hicks,  2  Black,  532. 

•  Wright  V.  Bales,  2  Black,  585; 
Ryan  v.  Bindley,  1  Wall.  66;  Screw 
Co.  V.  Bliven,  8  Blatchf .  240;  U.  S.  v. 
Douglass,  2  Blatchf.  207. 

*  Beer  Co.  v.  Massachusetts,  97  U.S. 
25;  Bankv.  Lowery,  98  U.  S.  72;  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Hopkins,  94  U.  8. 11. 

»  Townsend  v.  Todd,  91  U.  8. 452. 
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on  corporate  franchises,  that  thej  are  subject  to  amendment  or 
repeal."  What  corporations  are  included  in  legislative  acts.* 
The  decision  that  the  removal  of  an  attorney,  without  formal 
legal  process,  is  not  in  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  State.* 
That  a  corporation  chartered  by  its  legislature  has  violated  its 
charter,*  or  that  a  foreign  corporation  cannot  avail  itself  of  the 
State  Statute  of  Limitations.* 

§  559.  Although  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
follows  the  latest  settled  adjudications  of  the  State  courts  giving 
eonstruction  to  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  their  own  States, 
it  will  not  necessarily  follow  decisions  which  may  prove  but 
oscillations  in  the  course  of  such  judicial  settlement.  Kor  will  it 
follow  any  adjudication,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  a  sacrifice 
of  justice  and  law.  Thus  where  a  series  of  decisions  are  made 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  a  State,  construing  a  statute  in  one  way, 
and  that  way  is  in  harmony  with  numerous  decisions  of  other 
States  upon  similar  statutes,  and  meets  the  approbation  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  the  last  named  court  will 
regard  such  interpretation  of  the  statute  as  a  true  one,  so  far  as 
respects  investments  of  money  made  during  the  time  that  those 
decisions  were  unreversed.  The  fact  that  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State  which  made  such  former  decision,  now  holds  that  those 
decisions  were  erroneous,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  made,  can 
have  no  effect  upon  transactions  in  the  past,  however  it  may 
affect  those  in  the  future.* 

But  the  Federal  courts  are  not  bound,  in  the  interpretation 
of  deeds,  by  the  local  adjudications  of  a  particular  State,*  nor  in 
questions  of  commercial  or  general  nature,*  as  the  validity  of 
negotiable  bonds  in  the  hands  of  a  hona  fide  holder  without 
notice,*  or  where  private  rights  are  to  be  determined  by  common 

*  Stone  V.  Wisconsin.  94  U.  8.  181.      1798;  Blossburg  v.RRCc.S  BUtchf 
••  U.  8.  v.  Fox,  94  U.  8.  815;  Fol-     887. 

iowing  White  v.  Howard,  46  N.  •  Gelpcke  v.  Dubuque,  1  WalL  175 
Y.  815.  8upervisors  v.  Schenck,  5  Wall.  772 

*  RandaU  v.  Brigham,  7  Wall.  623.      .  '  Thomas  v.  Hatch.  3  Sumner.  170 

*  Smith  V.  Kernochan,  7  How.  198.     Foxcraft  v.  Mallett,  4  How.  868. 
»  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Blossburg.  20  WalL         'R.  R  Co.  v.  Bank,  102  U.   8.  14 

187;  Lefflngwell  v.  Warren,  2  Black,  Robinson  v.  Ins.  Co.,  8  Sumn.  220 
559;  Sumner  y.  Hicks,  2  Black,  532;  Williams  v.  Ins.  Co.,  8  Sumner,  270. 
under  §  84  of  the  Judiciaiy  act  of        *  Supervisora  ▼.  Schenck,  6  WalL 

772. 
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law  roles  alone/  or  statu  tea  prescribing  remedies  of  creditors/  or 
where  land  titles  depend  on  compacts  between  States  ;*  and  in 
cases  depending  npon  the  principles  of  general  eqnitj  juris- 
pmdence/  It  is  said,  in  cases  depending  on  State  statutes,  if  a 
question  of  constrnction  has  not  been  decided  in  the  State  coarts, 
the  duty  of  constrnction  devolves  upon  the  tribunal  where  the 
case  is  pending,*  and  if  the  State  court  subsequently  decides  the 
question  otherwise,  the  Supreme  Court  will  not  feel  bound  to 
follow  the  subsequent  decision  of  the  State  court*,  or  if  a  circuit 
court  follows  one  construction  and  subsequently  the  State  court 
makes  a  different  one  on  the  same  statute.^  And  where  territory 
acquired  by  the  United  States,  is  divided  into  several  States,  and 
n  law  general  to  the  whole  territory  continues  in  force  in  the 
several  States,  and  receives  various  judicial  interpretation,  the 
Supreme  Court  will  adopt  whichever  interpretation  has  been 
placed  upon  it  by  the  highest  court  of  the  state  in  which  the  suit 
may  originate.' 

§  560.  Where,  however,  by  the  course  of  the  decisions  of  the 
State  courts,  certain  rules  are  established  which  become  rules  of 
property  and  action  in  the  State,  and  have  all  the  effect  of  law — 
especially  with  regard  to  the  law  of  real  estate  and  the  construc- 
tion of  State  constitutions  and  statutes, — the  courts  of  the  United 
States  always  regard  such  rules  as  authoritative  declarations  of 
what  the  law  is.  But  where  the  law  has  not  been  thus  settled, 
it  is  their  right  and  duty  to  exercise  their  own  judgment ;  as 
they  also  always  do  in  reference  to  the  doctrines  of  commercial 
law  and  general  jurisprudence ;  and  when  contracts  and  trans- 
actions have  been  entered  into  and  rights  have  accrued  thereon 
under  a  particular  state  of  the  decisions  of  the  State  tribunals,  or 
when  there  has  been  no  decision,  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
assert  the  right  to  adopt  their  own  interpretation  of  the  law 

'  Van  Bokelen  v.  R  R.,  5  Blatchf.  *  Russell  v.  Southard,  12  How.  189; 

879;  LefflngweU  v.  Warren,  2  Black,  Neves  v.  Scott,  18  How.  268. 

^59;  Olcott  V.   Supervisors,  16  Wall.  •  Loring  v.  Marsh,  2  Cliff.  469. 

678;  Sumner  v.  Hicks,  2  Black,  682.  •  Pease  v.  Peck,  18  How.  695. 

»  Butz  V.  Muscatine,  8  WaH.  675;  ^Morgan  v.  Curtenius,  20  How,  1. 

Yenice  y.  Murdock,  92  U.  S.  494.  •  Christy  y.  Pridgeon,  4  WaU.  196 

•  Marlatt  Y.  Silk,  11  Pet.  1. 
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applicable  to  the  case,  although  a  different  interpretation  may  be 
given  by  the  State  courts  after  such  rights  have  accrued.* 

§  661.  The  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
or  upon  the  construction  of  the  powers  and  authority  of  the  con* 
stitution,  are  definitive  and  binding  upon  all  tribunals  of  the 
Union,  because  by  the  constitution  their  judgments  are  final  and 
without  appeal,'  and  where  questions  arise  under  Federal  laws, 
the  decisions  of  the  Federal  courts  must  be  followed.*  The  ques- 
tion whether  a  statute  of  a  State  violates  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  is  one  to  be  settled  and  determined  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  however  much  a  State  <^court 
might  feel  disposed  to  differ  from  the  view  of  the  Federal  court,^ 
the  decision  of  the  Federal  court  must  control,  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  State  courts  to  conform  to  and  follow  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  on  a  question  of  that  character.^ 

g  662.  It  is  held  that  it  is  for  a  State  court,  not  the  United 
States  courts,  to  determine  authoritatively  what  rights  a  statute 
confers,  tliough  the  Federal  courts  have  tlie  power  to  determine 
whether  a  subsequent  law  conflicts  with  those  rights ;  therefore, 
a  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  as  to  what  rights^ 
a  statute  confers,  is  not  conclusive  on  the  State  courts  where  the 
same  statute  is  called  in  question  in  another  case,*  and  where 
there  is  a  conflicc  between  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  and 
that  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  a  State,  the  latter  will  adhere  to  its 


*  Burgess  v.  Seligman,  107  U.  8. 
20;  Horton  v.  Reed,  18  R.  I.  866;  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Georgia,  98  U.  S.  859;  Post 
V.  Supervisore,  105  U.  S.  667;  Bur- 
ham  V.  Friiz.  12  F.  R.  368;  Secor  v. 
Singleton,  9  P.  R.  809;  Lamborrfv. 
Comra'rs,  97  U.S.  181 ;  Davie  v.  Briggs, 
97  U.  S.  628;  R.  R.  Companies  v. 
Gaines.  97  U.  S.  697;  Wade  v.  Walnut. 
105  U.  S.  1;  Fairfield  v.  Gallatin  Co., 
100  U.  S.  47;  Moores  v.  Bank,  104 
U.  S.  625;  Kountzc  v.  Omaba,  5 
Dillon,  448;  Leslie  v.  Urbana,  8  Bias. 
435. 

*  Hicks  v.  Hotchkiss,  7  Johns.  Ch. 


279;  Ins.  Co.  v.  Fisk,  1  Paige,  90; 
Bushnell,  in  re,  9  Ohio  St  77;  Black 
▼.  Lusk,  69111.  70;  Cochran  v.  Darcy, 
6  8.  C.  125;  Bouchard  v.  Parker,  32 
La.  Ann.  585. 

•  Duncombe  v.  R.  R..  84  N.  Y.  192; 
Bunnell  v.  Burgess,  82  Gratt.  472. 

*  Salzenstein  v.  Mavis,  91  111.  399. 
*McIntyre  v.  Ingraham,  85  Miss. 

25;  Franklin  y.  Kelly,  2  Neb.  79; 
Levy  V.  Mentz,  23  La.  An.  261;  Lowns- 
dale  ▼.  Portland,  1  Oreg.  881;  Skelly 
v.  Bank,  9  Ohio  St.  606;  Reny  y» 
Wheeler,  12  Bush,  541. 
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own  decisious  in  cases  in  which  its  own  jlirisdiction  is  ample  and 
its  judgments  final.' 

§  663.  The  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United  States  in  the  cases 
of  Pennoyer  v,  Neff "  and  Gal  pin  v.  P^ge,"  have  established  the 
doctrine  that  by  virtue  of  the  14th  amendment  a  writ  of  error 
will  issue  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  the 
highest  court  of  a  State  subjecting  to  re-examination  any  judg- 
ment which  declares  the  validity  of  a  judgment  of  an  inferior 
conrt  of  a  State,  objected  to  directly  or  collaterally  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  in  violation  of  the  Fourteenth  amendment.  This  being 
a  principle  well  settled  by  that  coni*t,  any  party  defendant  has 
the  light  to  have  a  judgment  rendered  by  any  State  court,  no 
matter  how  limited  its  jurisdiction,  reviewed  by  the  highest  court 
of  the  Nation  upon  this  ground.  This  being  the  settled  rule,  the 
question  arises,  shall  the  highest  court  of  a  State  follow  this  rule  ? 
There  can  be  no  question  but  what  the  same  right  existed  in 
regard  to  the  re-examination  of  judgments  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  prior  to  the  adoption  of  this  amendment. 
It  is  a  doctrine  as  old  as  Magna  Charta  that  no  person  shall  be 
deprived  of  his  property  without  due  process  of  law,  and  the 
basis  ot  the  doctrine  established  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  is  that  principle. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  California  states  its  reasons  for  accept- 
ing the  decisions  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  as  con- 
clusive upon  it  on  the  following  grounds :  "  Where  the  doctrine 
held  by  this  court  conflicts  with  that  held  by  the  United  States 
Supreme  Conrt,  this  court  will,  in  a  case  that  is  reviewable  by 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  follow  the  doctrine  of  that 
court  in  preference  to  its  own.  The  Supreme  Court  of  California 
in*  decided  that  the  validity  of  a  judgment  of  a  District  Court  of 
the  State  is  to  be  conclusively  presumed  from  the  existence  of  the 
judgment  itself,  unless  it  affirmatively  appears  from  fhe  record 
that  the  court  has  iiot  jurisdiction  ;  and  although  the  only  asser- 
tion in  respect  to  the  jurisdictional  fact  of  personal  service  found 
in  the  record  shows  no  such  service  to  have  been  had,  and  the^ 
non- residence  of  the  defendant — that  the  judgment  conclusively 

>  Shelton  v.  Hamilton,  28  Miss.  496.        *  18  Wall.  850. 
•96  U.  a  714.  *  Hahnv.  KeUy,  84CaL  891. 
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proves  the  defendant  to  have  been  served  within  the  State.  The 
United  States  Supreme  Court  in'  held,  that  although  a  State  hav- 
ng  property  of  a  non-resident  within  her  territory,  may  hold  and 
appropriate  it  to  satisfy  the  claim  of  her  citizen  against  him,  and 
!ier  tribunals  may  inquire  into  his  obligation  to  the  extent  neces- 
sary to  control  the  disposition  of  that  property,  yet  in  the  absence 
of  such  seizure,  a  personal  judgment  is  without  validity,  if  it  be 
rendered  by  a  State  court  in  an  action  upon  a  money  demand 
against  a  non-resesident,  who  was  sued  by  publication  of  summons, 
but  upon  whom  no  personal  service  of  process  within  the  State 
was  made,  and  who  did  not  appear.  Galpia  t^.  Page.*  It  may  now 
be  urged  that  in  respect  to  the  eflfect  to  be  given  to  a  judgment  of 
a  court  of  general  jurisdiction  and  the  presumptions  arising  from 
it,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  will  follow  the  ruling 
of  the  highest  court  of  the  State.  But  it  was  said,  "  It  must 
be  kept  in  mind,  that  it  is  only  decisions  npon  local  questions, 
those  which  are  peculiar  to  the  several  States,  or  adjudications 
upon  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution  or  statutes  of  a  State, 
which  the  Federal  courts  adopt  as  rules  for  their  own  judgments."* 
And  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Justice  Field  in  the  Circuit  Court,* 
"  The  ruling  of  the  State  court  in  Sahn  v.  Kelly,  except  so  far 
as  it  gives  a  construction  to  the  State  statute,  relates  to  matters  of 
general  law,  and  not  to  questions  of  a  local  character  peculiar 
only  to  the  State.  If  the  ruling  of  the  court  be  correct,  it  applies 
not  merely  to  judgments  of  the  Superior  Courts  of  general  juris- 
diction existing  in  California,  but  to  the  judgments  of  such 
courts  existing  in  all  other  States."  In  Pennoyer  v.  Neff  it 
was  held,  that  since  the  adoption  of  the  Fourteenth  Amendment 
to  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  validity  of  personal  judgments 
ngainst  individuals  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  State  court 
•  may  he  directly  questioned,  and  their  enforcement  in  the  State 
resisted,  on  the  ground  that  proceedings  in  a  court  of  justice,  to 
determine  the  personal  rights  and  obligations  of  parties  over 
whom  that  court  has  no  jurisdiction,  do  not  constitute  due  pro- 
cess of  law."  "  It  has  always  been  the  practice  here  to  adopt 
that  view  of  a  legal   question  which  has   been   taken    by  the 

"  Pennoyer  v.  Neff.  95  U.  S.  714.  687. 

•  Galpin  v.  Page,  18  WaU.  850.  *  Galpin  v.  Page,  8  Sawyer,  107; 

•Alcott  V.    Supervisors,  16  Wall.      Chicago  City  v.  Robbins,  2  Black,  439. 
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Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United  States,  when  the  question  involved 
is  within  the  branch  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court  which  maj 
be  exercised  by  writ  of  error  to  this  court.     To  recapitulate,  1st, 
a  writ  of  error  will  issue  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  to  this  court,  subjecting  to  re-exo/mination  anyjvdgment 
which  declares  the  validity  of  a  judgment  of  a  district  court  of 
the  State,  objected  to  directly  or  collaterally  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  in  violation  of  the  Fourteenth  Amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States ;  2d,  in  such  proceeding  the  Supreme 
Oourt  of  the  United  States  will  not  follow  the  rule  laid  down  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  as  laid  down  by  our  predecessoi-s 
in  Hahn  v,  Kelly,  in  respect  to  the  conclusive  presumption  to  be 
drawn  from  a  judgment  of  a  district  court  of  this  State,  but  will 
declare  the  law  as  announced  in  Galpin  v.  Page,  and  Pennoyer  v, 
Neff,  supra.     3d.  To  accord  with  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Oourt  of  the  United  States,  the  judgment  in  the  district  court  in 
the  present  action  must  be  held  null  and  void.    4th.  When  our 
judgment   must  depend   upon   a  question    which    may  be   re- 
examined by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  on  a  writ 
of  error,  we  will  follow  the  rule  of  law  laid  down  by  that  court."* 

§  564.  It  is  somewhat  strange  to  find  adjudications  upon  the 
effect  of  a  judgment  rendered  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  a  State  comprising  one  or  more  districts,  that  there 
should  be  a  suit  brought  in  a  State  court  upon  such  a  judgment 
is  an  anomaly,  when  we  consider  that  every  mode  of  relief 
guaranteed  by  a  State  court  can  be  had  in  the  Circuit  Court  of 
the  United  States  in  that  district.  Final  process  is  executed  in 
the  same  manner  as  it  is  under  the  State  law,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  being  a  State  and  the  other  a  national  tribunal,  there 
may  be  said  to  be  no  difference  between  the  two  courts  ;  if  there 
is  any  advantage  it  is  in  favor  of  the  Federal  court,  as  it  generally 
includes  the  whole  State,  while  a  superior  court  is  limited  to  a 
certain  county  or  subdivision  of  the  State.  Yet  there  are  cases 
where  suits  have  been  brought  m  the  State  court  upon  such 
judgment,  but  upon  what  ground  we  are  content  to  let  others 
surmise.  It  is  not  difficult  to  see  how  such  judgments  may  be 
•questioned  when  they  are  offered  or  set  up  by  a  defendant  who 

>  Belcher  v.  Chambers,  68  CaL  685. 
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is  Baed  upon  a  cause  of  action  in  a  State  court  which  has  been 
merged  in  a  judgment  rendered  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  such  dis- 
trict, or  when  a  judgment  from  a  State  court  is  set  up  in  the 
Federal  Court  sitting  within  the  same  State.  That  they  are  inde- 
pendent tribunals  is  unquestioned.  State  legislatures  cannot 
affect  or  control  their  jurisdiction,  nor  State  courts  interfere  with 
their  process,  yet  they  are  constantly  proceeding  in  accordance 
with  the  State  laws  in  regard  to  practice,  evidence,  &c.  The 
laws  of  each  State  furnish  the  rules  of  decision  of  such  courts. 
The  citizens  of  the  State  are  summoned  and  serve  as  jurors,  and 
are  amenable  to  its  process,  their  property  is  liable  to  seizure  and 
sale  by  its  o£5icers  under  final  process  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
State  courts.  The  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  though 
limited  in  the  extent  of  its  jurisdiction,  in  respect  to  the  cause  of 
action  and  subjects  of  which  it  may  take  cognizance  within  such 
limits,  it  possesses  the  same  general  authority  that  belonged  to 
superior  courts  of  record  at  common  law,  and  its  judgments  and 
proceedings  are  entitled  to  receive  the  like  favorable  presump- 
tions and  intendments  for  their  support.  In  no  just  sense  can  it 
be  regarded  as  a  foreign  tribunal,  or  as  holding  the  same  relatioi^ 
to  the  government  of  this  State,  as  is  held  by  the  courts  of  a 
sister  State.  It  derives  its  authority  from  a  common  national 
government,  whose  Constitution  is  alike  obligatory  upon  it  and 
our  own  courts,  as  the  supreme  law  in  respect  to  all  matters  com- 
ing within  the  scope  of  its  provisions.  In  the  determination  of 
all  questions  properiy  brought  before  it  for  adjudication,  it  must 
take  cognizance  and  have  reference  to  the  same  laws.  State  and 
Federal,  that  are  binding  upon  the  State  courts  in  the  disposition 
of  like  questions  presented  for  their  decision. 

Its  judgments  rendered  in  the  district  are  operative  through- 
out the  State,  and  may  be  enforced  by  execution  anywhere 
within  its  boundaries.  Every  suitor  therein  feeling  aggrieved 
by  any  of  its  decisions  or  judgments,  may,  without  subjecting 
himself  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  obtain  relief  therefrom,  if  erro- 
neous, as  freely  as  in  the  State  courts,  by  a  direct  application  to 
the  court  itself  or  by  a  review  on  error  or  appeal. 

No  good  reason  occurs  why  its  judgments  ought  not  to  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  with  the  domestic  judgments  of 


Foreign  Judgments.  693 

«iiperior  courts  of  record  of  the  State  and  treated  acoordinglji 
iind  such  is  undonbtedlj  the  trae  rnle.> 

Id  respect  to  this  class  of  judgments,  whenever  their  validity 
is  sought  to  be  impeached  in  any  collateral  proceeding,  jurisdic- 
tion will  be  conclusively  presumed  unless  the  contrary  affirma- 
tively appears  upon  the  face  of  the  record  itself.* 

BciDg  regarded  as  domestic  judgments,  natural  comity  requires 
that  the  judgment  of  a  State  court  in  the  same  district  should 
be  treated  in  the  same  manner,  and  this  may  be  said  to  be  the 
rule.  That  the  j\idgmcnt  of  a  State  court  will  be  regarded  by 
the  Federal  courts  sitting  within  the  territoria  llimits  of  the  State 
in  which  it  was  rendered  as  a  domestic  judgment,'  the  judgment 
of  a  State  court  should  be  regarded  as  domestic  by  the  Federal 
courts  in  the  same  State  ;  both  Federal  and  State  courts  enforce 
and  give  effect  to  the  same  laws,  summon  jurors  from,  and  their 
judgments  operate  upon  and  compel  seizure  and  sale  of  the 
property  of,  the  same  citizens,  and  they  are  not,  therefore,  foreign 
to  each  other. 

Being  a  domestic  judgment,  it  may  be  shown  to  be  void  upon 
its  face  if  the  court  rendering  it  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the 
-defendant's  person  ;  and  it  is  equally  true  that,  except  for  errors 
affecting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  it^  validity  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned. If  jurisdiction  of  the  person  was  obtained  in  the  State 
court  the  Circuit  Court  must  regard  it  as  conclusive  of  the  ques- 
tion determined,  and  give  it  full  force  and  effect.  It  was  held 
that  the  judgment  of  a  District  Court  of  the  United  States, 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  and  the  subject  matter  of  the 
Judgment,  is  conclusive  between  the  parties  in  a  State  court, 
upon  the  merits  of  the  matter  adjudged,  but  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  is  always  open  to  inquiry. 

Where  there  is  nothing  in  the  action  of  the  court  to  show 
that  the  defendant  was  notified,  and  the  judgment  upon  its  face 

1  Thompson  v.   Lee  Ck).,  22  Iowa,  Scott,  4  La.  Ann.  246;   Steinbach  v. 

206;  Hughes  v.  Davis,  8  Md.  271;  St.  Ins.  Co.,  77  N.  T.  498. 

Albans  y.  Bush,  4  Yk  58;  Earl  v.  Ray-  *  Hahn  y.  Kelley,  34  Col.  891;  Coit 

mond,  4    McLean,  233;    TurreU  v.  v.  Haven,  80  Conn.  190;  Eipp  v.  Ful- 

Warren,  24  Minn.        ;  Barney  v.  Pat-  lerton,  4  Minn.  473;  State  v.  McDon* 

terson,  6    H.   &   G.   184;  Taylor  v.  aid. 

Phelps,  1  H.  &  G.  492;  Womack  v.  *  Owens  v.  Gotzian,  4  Dill.  488. 
Dearmun,   7    Port.   513;    Niblett    v. 
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8I10W8  that  the  defendant  did  not  appear,  and  the  return  of  the 
marBhal  is  without  any  formal  venue,  and  does  not  state  where 
the  defendant  was  served,  it  is  competent  for  the  defendant  in  a 
fiuit  on  the  judgment  in  a  State  court,  to  show  that  the  service 
was  effected  out  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  marshal,  and 
when  he  had  no  authority  to  effect  service/ 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have  determined 
that  while  the  courts  of  the  United  States  are  not  foreign  trib- 
unals in  their  relation  to  State  courts,  they  are  tribunals  of  a 
different  sovereignty,  and  are  bound  to  give  to  a  judgment  of  a 
State  court  only  the  same  faith  and  credit  which  it  is  entitled  to 
in  another  State,*  and  a  judgment  of  a  State  court  having  juris- 
diction of  the  parties  and  the  subject  matter  of  the  suit  is  con- 
clusive upon  the  parties  and  their  privies  in  the  Federal  court  ia 
the  same  State,  as  res  adjudicdtUy  as  a  complete  bar  to  the  suit/ 
The  decree  of  a  district  court  of  admiralty,  on  a  libel  in  admir- 
alty, that  the  libelants  recover  a  certain  amount,  is  a  judgment 
upon  which  a  suit  may  be  brought  in  a  State  court/  A  decree  in 
rem  of  the  United  States  District  Court  of  one  district  is  not 
competent  evidence  in  the  District  Court  of  another  district  in  a 
suit  in  personam  in  the  nature  of  a  proceeding  for  a  penalty  for 
an  offense/ 

§  565.  There  has  been  considerable  discussion  in  various  State 
tribunals  as  to  the  status  of  the  Federal  courts  established  bj 
Congress  in  the  various  States  and  of  the  effect  of  their  final 
judgments  when  called  in  question  or  presented  in  evidence  in 
the  courts  of  the  State  in  which  such  Federal  court  is  estab- 
lished, whether  such  judgments  are  to  be  classed  as  foreiga 
judgments  or  regarded  with  the  same  attributes  which  judgments 
of  other  States  are.  Cases  may  be  found  supporting  either  view, 
but  we  think  that  neither  are  precisely  correct.  Each  State  is  a 
component  part  of  the  United  States  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  in 
which  local  municipal  subdivisions  or  corporations  are  component 
parts  of  the  State.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the 
organic  law  not  only  of  the  Federated  States  but  of  each  particu- 

"  McCauley  v.  Hargroves,  48  Ga.  60.     482. 

•  Pennoyer  v.  Nejff,  95  U.  S.  714.  *  Brown  v.  Bridge,  106  Mass.  563. 

*  Montgomery  v.  Sarmoiy,  99  U.  8.         *  Allen  v.  U.  8.,  Taney,  112. 
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lar  State.  Every  part  of  it  has  been  submitted  to  and  received 
the  sanction  and  been  ratified  by  each  State,  and  each  State  has 
bonnd  itself  to  accept  it  as  the  fountain  head  from  which  all  its 
rights  and  privileges  are  obtained.  Every  act  done,  every  law 
passed,  every  step  taken  by  a  State  in  conflict  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  is  absolutely  void ;  so  every  act  done, 
every  step  taken,  every  ordinance  passed  or  order  made  by  the 
local  political  subdivisions  of  the  State  in  conflict  with  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States  is  likewise  void. 
Where  there  is  any  conflict  between  the  two  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  controls.  Every  official,  no  matter  what  his 
position  may  be  in  a  State,  when  he  takes  bis  oath  of  office 
&wcai*s  to  suppoii;  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  well  as 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  his  own  State.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  acts  of  Congress  are  as  much  a  portion 
of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  every  State  as  if  specially  enacted 
by  each  State.  Every  State  has  its  representation  in  the  law- 
making power  of  the  nation  the  same  as  the  local  subdivisions  of 
the  State  have  in  its  law-making  power.  No  State  can  exclude 
from  its  territorial  limits  the  enforcement  or  fulfillment  of 
national  legislation ;  it  is  bound  to  give  full  effect  to  all  of  its 
laws,  which  may,  when  necessary,  bo  summarily  enforced.  No 
State  can  prevent  Congress  from  establishing  and  maintaining 
Federal  tribunals  within  its  territory.  In  the  scheme  for  the 
establiAment  of  the  Federal  Union,  the  system  of  Federal  tribu- 
nals independent  of  State  governments  was  provided  for  and 
agreed  upon,  with  exclusive  control  over  such  tribunals  to  be 
vested  in  the  National  Congress;  to  which  all  of  the  States 
assented.  The  government  of  the  United  States  does  not  ask 
permission  of  any  State  to  establish  its  courts  therein  ;  it  has  the 
paramount  authority  so  to  do.  Its  courts  are  not  foreign  courts, 
they  are  not  constituted,  set  up  or  created  by  foreign  govern- 
ment. The  United  States  government  is  not  foreign  to  any 
State  in  the  Union.  It  is  not  a  sovereign  or  government  outside 
of  any  State,  but  within  it,  spreading  all  over  it,  a  superior  gov- 
ernment embracing  it.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States  consti- 
tute the  citizens  of  every  State,  and  the  citizens  of  every  State 
Ai*e  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Its  laws  control  its  citizen 
in  every  State ;  and  it  governs  and  controls  every  State  by  its 
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organic  act  and  its  laws.  Its  courts,  established  in  each  State, 
have  with  the  coarts  of  each  State  jarisdiction  alike  over  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State,  dispensing  justice  alike  for  each.  By  the  act 
•of  Congress  known  as  the  "  Judiciary  Act  of  1789,"  by  the  34th 
section  thereof,  it  was  directed  "-that  the  laws  of  the  several 
States,  except  where  the  Constitution,  treaties,  or  statutes  of  the 
United  States  shall  otherwise  require  or  provide,  shall  be  regarded 
as  rules  of  decision  in  trials  at  common  law,  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  cases  where  they  apply."  And  subsequent  leg- 
islation has  directed  that  the'practice  in  the  Federal  Courts  shall 
conform  to  and  be  as  near  as  possible  to  that  of  the  State  courts 
of  the  States  in  which  they  are  located.  So  that  the  proceedings, 
in  all  actions  at  law,  except  where  otherwise  provided,  are  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  the  practice  established  by  each  State  for  its 
own  tribunals.  The  same  grievances  are  redressed,  ihe  same 
remedies  afforded,  and  the  same  laws  enforced  under  the  con- 
struction given  them  by  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  State.  No 
sister  State  has  any  like  authority  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
another ;  while  its  laws,  its  mode  of  administering  justice,  and  its 
regulations  may  be  precisely  the  same,  they  have  no  effect  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  any  other  State,  except  such  as  are  given 
by  the  paramount  authority  of  Congress  or  by  comity.  The  Fed- 
eral Courts  within  each  State  are  as  much  domestic  courts  as  if 
created  by  the  laws  of  such  State,  as  they  emanate  from  a  power 
within  such  States.  The  jurisdiction  of  both  Federal  and  State 
Conies,  created  by  the  laws  of  both  governments,  arc  concurrent 
— they  run  together.  The  same  laws  are  enforced  by  each,  the 
same  steps  are  taken  by  each  from  the  commencement  to  the 
termination  of  an  action ;  their  judgments  are  enforced  in  the 
same  manner,  and  the  same  relief  is  afforded  in  like  cases ;  the 
property  real  or  personal  of  a  citizen  of  a  State  is  levied  on  and 
sold  on  the  final  process  from  one  court  the  same  as  it  is  from  the 
other.  No  authority  is  desired,  none  is  asked  by  the  officers 
of  the  Federal  court  from  a  State  in  executing  Federal  pro- 
cess within  its  territorial  limits ;  no  State  authority  can  inter- 
fere with  its  mandates,  nor  can  the  Federal  tribunals,  except 
where  the  power  is  conferred  upon  them  by  Congress,  interfere 
with  the  State  courts.  A  Federal  court  is,  therefore,  neither  a 
foreign  court  nor  is  it  a  court  of  another  sovereignty,  like  a  court 
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of  another  State  ;  for,  by  the  very  powej*  which  creates  it,  its  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  is  made  co-eztensiye  with  the  limits  of  the 
State  in  which  or  for  which  it  is  created,  or,  in  cases  where  there 
are  one  or  more  Federal  tribunals  within  the  limits  of  a  State, 
each  tribunal' has  its  jurisdiction  confined  to  some  portion  of  such 
State  within  but  not  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  such  State. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  apparent  that  the  judgments  of  such  courts 
within  the  States  where  rendered  must  have  accorded  to  them 
the  same  effect  as  domestic  judgments,  and,  therefore,  like  all 
•domestic  judgments,  only  subject  to  attack  upon  the  ground  of 
jurisdiction  over  the  person  and  the  subject  matter. 

Where  the  same  matters  involved  in  a  suit  in  equity  were 
involved  in  a  prior  suit,  though  in  the  United  States  Circuit 
Oourt,  and  the  suits  were  between  the  same  parties,  the  decision 
in  the  prior  suit  will  be  conclusive  on  the  trial  of  the  second  suit 
brought  in  the  State  court.  Where  a  suit  is  brought  in  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court  to  enjoin  the  collection  of  a  certain 
tax  for  certain  years,  which  relief  is  denied  on  a  final  hearing  on 
the  merits,  and  the  bill  dismissed,  this  will  be  a  bar  to  a  bill  filed 
by  the  same  complainant  against  the  collectors  of  the  same  coun- 
ties, seeking  the  same  identical  relief,  although  other  reasons  and 
gcoundA  may  be  alleged  in  the  second  suit  for  granting  the  same. 
A  prior  adjudication  between  the  same  parties  is  conclusive  upon 
them,  not  only  as  to  the  matters  actually  determined,  but  as  to 
^very  other  thing  within  the  knowledge  of  the  parties  which 
might  have  been  set  up  as  a  ground  for  relief  or  defense.' 

§  566.  The  judgments  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
have  invariably  been  recognized  as  upon  the  same  footing,  so  far 
as  concerns  the  obligation  created  by  them,  with  domestic  judg- 
ments of  the  States,  wherever  rendered  and  wherever  sought  to 
be  enforced." 

^^  The  rule  for  determining  what  effect  shall  be  given  to 
«uch  judgments  is  that  declared  by  this  court,  in  respect  to  the 
faith  and  credit  to  be  given  to  the  judgments  of  State  courts  in 

■  Huegger  y.  R.  R  Co.,  108  lU.  449.  Jenkins,  2  Johns.  Cas.  119;  Williams 

•  Barney  v.  Patterson,  6  Har.  &  J.  v.  Wilkes,  14  Pa.  Bt.  228;  Turnbull  v. 

182;  Niblett  v.  Scott,  4  La.  Ann.  246;  Payson,  95  U.  S.  418;  Cage's  Ez'rs  v. 

Adams  ▼.  Way  38  Conn.  419;  Womack  Cassidy,    28   How.    109;    Oalpin   v. 

T.  Deannan,  7  Port.  518;  Pepoon  v.  Page,  8  Sawy.  98. 
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the  courts  of  other  States.  '  They  are  record  evidence  of  a  debt^ 
or  judgments  of  record,  to  be  contested  only  in  such  way  as  judg- 
ments of  record  may  be ;  and,  consequently,  are  conclusive  upon 
the  defendant  in  every  State,  except  for  such  causes  as  would  be 
sufficient  to  set  aside  the  judgment  in  the  courts  of  the  State  in 
which  it  was  rendered.' "'  And  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  of  a  Territory,  being  a  court  of  the  United  States, 
its  judgment,  when  suit  is  brought  thereon  in  any  State  of  the 
Union,  is,  under  the  legislation  of  Congress,  conclusive  upon  the 
defendant,  except  for  such  cause  as  would  be  sufficient  to  set  it 
aside  in  the  courts  of  the  district.* 

§  667.  Judgments  of  foreign  courts  in  States  or  Nations  at 
war  with  one  another,  rendered  after  the  commencement  of  such 
war,  upon  lawful  jurisdiction  acquired  over  the  parties,  pre- 
vious to  the  breaking  out  of  such  war  are  governed  in  a 
measure  by  the  principles  of  international  law.  The  ques- 
tion was  frequently  considered  during  the  late  war  in  this  country 
which  considerations  resulted  in  conflicting,  if  not  some  novel 
decisions.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States*  in  regard 
to  the  status  of  the  States  which  had  attempted  to  secede  from 
the  Union  and  in  rebellion,  attempted  to  establish  an  independent 
government,  said  :  "  The  States  which  seceded  in  rebellion  did  not 
thereby  lose  their  existence  or  independent  autonomy.  They 
continued  to  be  States  and  States  of  the  Union,  and  the  functions 
of  all  departments  of  the  State — legislative,  executive,  or  judicial — 
were  unimpaired.  Their  acts  and  proceedings  were  valid,  except 
such  as  were  in  aid  or  furtherance  of  the  rebellion.  The  Con- 
federacy and  its  measures  are  held  void  because  it  was  organized 
by  and  for  treason  only.  But  the  States  stood  upon  a  difl!crent 
footing.  There  was  no  validity  in  any  legislation  of  the  Con- 
federate States  which  this  court  can  recognize.  The  legislation 
of  the  States  stands  on  very  different  grounds.  The  same  general 
form  of  government,  the  same  general  laws  for  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  and  the  protection  of  private  rights,  which  had 
existed  in  the  States  prior  to  the  rebellion,  remained  during  ita 
continuance  and   afterwards.     As  far  as  the  acts  of  the  Statea 

'  McElmoyle  v.  Cohen,   18  Petera,         » Embry  v.  Palmer,  107  U.  S.  8. 
812;  Embry  v.  Palmer,  107  U.  S.  8.  »  Horn  v.  Lockbart,  17  Wall  580. 
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did  uot  impair  or  tend  to  impair  the  sapremacy  of  the  oational 
authority  or  the  jnst  rights  of  citizens  nudor  the  Constitution^ 
they  are  in  general  to  be  treated  as  valid  and  binding.  The 
existence  of  a  state  of  insurrection  and  war  does  not  loosen  the 
bonds  of  society,  or  do  away  with  civil  government  or  the  regular 
administration  of  the  laws.  Order  is  to  be  preserved,  police 
regulations  maintained,  crimes  prosecuted,  property  protected^ 
contracts  enforced,  marriages  celebrated,  estates  settled,  and  the 
transfer  and  descent  of  property  regulated  precisely  as  in  time  of 
peace.  No  one  that  we  are  aware  of  seriously  questions  the 
validity  of  judicial  or  legislative  acts  in  the  insurrectionary  States 
touching  these  and  kindred  subjects,  where  they  were  not  hostile 
in  their  purpose  or  mode  of  enforcement  to  the  authority  of  the 
national  government,  and  did  not  impair  the  rights  of  citizens 
under  the  constitution."' 

§  668.  The  provision  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  requiring^ 
full  faith  and  credit  to  be  given  to  the  public  acts,  records  and 
judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  State,  is  therefore  applicable 
to  every  judicial  proceeding  between  parties,  other  than  such  as^ 
are  termed  confiscation  proceedings  and  such  as  were  in  aid  of 
the  rebellion.' 

§  569.  Yet  in  a  case,  where  a  suit  was  commenced  in  Arkan> 
sas  in  1857  by  attachment,  the  plaintiff  being  a  resident  of  the 
former  State  and  the  defendant  a  resident  of  Ohio,  tlie  defendant 
appeared  in  the  case,  employed  counsel,  filed  an  answer,  prior  to 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  shortly  after  the  war  was^ 
declared,  the  case  was  duly  tried,  depositions  and  other  evidence 
being  used  at  the  trial,  the  defendant's  attorney  having  taken  all 
the  necessary  steps  to  defend  the  action  to  the  best  of  his  ability, 
and  after  rendition  of  judgment  against  the  defendant  filed  a 
motion  for  a  new  trial,  which  was  heard  and  overruled,  and  took  a 
bill  of  exceptions  containing  all  the  evidence,  but  took  no  further 

"  WiUiams  v.  Bruflfy.  96  U.  8.  176;        »  Hawkins  v.  Filkins,  21  Ark.  286; 

Ketchum  v.  Buckley,  99  U.   S.   188;  Hendry  v.  Cline,  29  Ark.  414;  Bellier 

Texas  v.  White,  7  Wall.  700;  Horn  v.  v.  Page.  24  Ark.  863;  Baldwin  v.  Good- 

Lockhart.  17  Wall.  580;  Sprott  v.  U.  win,  24  Ark,  486;  Hughes  v.  Stinson, 

8..  20  Wall.  459;  White  v.  Cannon.  6  21  La.  Ann.  540;  White  v.  Cannon,  6. 

Wall.  443;  U.  8.  v.  Ins.  Cos.,  23  Wall.  Wall.  443;  Harlan  v.  State.   41  Miss. 

W;  Taylor  v.  Thomas,  22  Wall.  479.  666;  Brown  v.  Wright,  39  Ga.  96. 
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fiteps;  it  was  held,  on  an  action  brought  in  Ohio  against  the 
defendant  on  this  judgment,  that  it  was  void.  In  the  proceedings 
in  Ohio  on  this  judgment  the  defendant  alleged  the  employment 
of  the  attorney,  but  did  not  even  suggest  that  his  authority  was 
revoked ;  that  he  acted  without  authority,  or  in  bad  faith ;  or 
that  he  desired  to  or  that  there  was  any  occasion  for  his  attend- 
ance at  the  trial.     But  the  gravamen  of  his  defense  was  that  the 
people,  including  the  judge  of  the  court,  the  plaintiff,  and  his  own 
attorney,  were  rebels  and  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  were 
not  acting  under  its  government  or  authority,  but  under  a  usurped 
and   illegal  government  termed  the  Confederate  States.     And 
also  alleged  that  he  was  illegally  deprived  of  his  rights  as  a  cit 
izen  of  the  United  States  by  the  plaintiff,  judges  and  ofiicero  of 
the  court,  and  therefore  the  judgment  was  fraudulent  and  void. 
In  declaring  this  judgment  void,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  in 
adopting  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  Commission  of  that 
State,  say  :   "  First,  as  between  parties  residing  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas  and   within   the  rebel    lines,  and  a  citizen   of  Ohio 
resident  within  the  Union   lines,  between  whom  the  war  made 
intercourse   impossible,  there   could  be   no  jurisdiction  in  such 
court  by   which  the  rights  of  non-residents  could  be  injuriously 
affected."     This  may  be  considered  as  based  upon  sound  prin- 
ciples in   many  instances,  but  there  are  exceptions  to  the  rule. 
Second.  The  court  further  said  :  "  Neither  could  such  jurisdiction 
be  acquired  by  the  consent  or  waiver  of  an  attorney  practicing 
in  said  court,  who  was  employed  and  appeared  for  the  non-resi- 
dent defendant  before  the  war  commenced.    His  general  author- 
ity as  an  attorney^  before  the  war^  though  not  revoTced  by  the 
clients,  did  not  authorize  him  to  waive  any  of  their  rights,  nor 
would  such  consent  or  waiver  confer  on  the  court  jurisdiction 
over  the  case,  or  over  the  person  of  defendants."     From  the  well 
established  principles,  that  jurisdiction,  once  lawfully  acquired,  is 
never  lost ;  and  the  well  setlled  principle  that  the  acts  of  a  duly 
authorized  attorney  or  agent  bind  the  principal ;  and  the  fact 
that  where  an  attorney  is  employed  to  take  charge  of  a  case  he 
may  waive,  in  civil  causes,  trial  by  jury  as  well  as  many  other 
incidental  matters,  and  that  such  waiver  is  binding  on  the  client; 
and   the   doctrines   enunciated   by  the  Supreme   Court  of  the 
United  States  in  the  cases  referred  to  in  the  preceding  section. 
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it  muBt  be  apparent  that  the  second  ground  above  stated  is  a 
wide  departure  from  sonnd  principle  and  well  established  rules 
of  jurisprudence.  The  dissenting  opinion  of  Judge  Ashbnm  (in 
our  judgment)  is  based  upon  unquestioned  authority.  He  says : 
^'  When  this  judgment  was  rendered  Arkansas  was  a  State  dejure^ 
if  not,  then  it  was  a  State  government  de  f<icto^  and  in  either 
case  the  judicial  proceedings  of  her  courts  are  valid  and  entitled 
under  the  Oonstitution  to  full  faith  and  credit,  citing  the  cases  in- 
note  1.'" 


§  570.  '^  The  suit  in  Arkansas  was  begun,  and  the  defendants,, 
by  their  attorney,  had  appeared  and  pleaded  prior  to  the  war. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  court  continued  unbroken.  The  war  did 
not  abate  the  suit.  Giving  the  record  good  faith  and  credit,  it 
disclosed  the  fact  that  the  defendants,  by  their  attorney,  submit- 
ted the  cause  and  went  to  trial  without  objection.  The  attorney 
was  appointed  before  the  war.  No  revocation  of  his  authority 
was  shown.  The  war  did  not  work  a  revocation.'  A  citizen  of 
one  of  the  adhering  States  having  property  or  rights  in  a  non- 
adhering  State  can  lawfully  appoint  an  agent  or  attorney  in  the 
locality  of  his  property  or  rights,  whose  acts,  within  the  scope  of 
his  authority,  will  bind  his  principal.  And  this  authority  con- 
tinues valid,  although  the  principal  resides  in  an  enemy's  coun- 
try."" *'  To  make  a  record  of  a  judgment  valid  upon  its  face,  it 
is  only  necessary  for  it  to  appear  that  the  court  had  jurisdiction 
of  the  subject  matter,  of  the  action  and  of  the  parties,  and  that 
a  judgment  in  fact  has  been  rendered."*  The  opinion  is  well 
worth  careful  perusal,  its  length  prevents  its  reprint  here.  The 
weight  of  authority  is  with  him  in  declaring  that  the  judgment 
was  neither  fraudulent  nor  void.* 


»  U.  S.  V.  Ins.  Co.,  23  Wall.  99; 
Hildreth  v.  Mclutire,  1  J.  J.  Marsh. 
206;  2  Kent  Com.  295;  Hawkins  v. 
Filkins,  24  Ark.  280. 

*  Buchanan  v.  Curry,  19  Johns.  187; 
Wardv.  Smith,  7  Wall.  447;  Boots  v. 
Cranshaw,  Chase's  Dec.  224;  Ander- 
son ▼.  Bank,  Chase's  Dec.  685;  Ins. 
Co.  v.  Warwick,  20  Gratt.  614; 
Mouseaux  v.  Urquhart,  19  La.  Ann. 
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*  Buchanan  ▼.  Curry,  19  Johns.  187; 
Rohinson  v.  Life  Ass.,  42  K.  Y.  54; 
MoDseauz  ▼.  Urquhart,  19  La.  Ann. 
482;  King  v.  Hanson,  4  Cal.  259;  Conn 
V.  Penn.  1  Pet.  C.  C.  496;  Ward  v. 
Smith,  7  Wall.  447. 

*  U.  S.  V.  Ins.  Co..  22  WaU.  99. 

» Pennywit  ▼.  Poote,  27  Ohio  Bt» 
600;  S.  C,  22  Am.  B.  840. 
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§  571.  The  estoppel  is  not  limited  to  the  parties,  but  extends, 
as  in  other  cases  where  judicial  determinations  are  in  question^ 
to  all  who  claim  under  them  as  privies  by  descent  or  purchase,  or 
by  construction  or  operation  of  law.  Thus,  a  purchaser  of  real  or 
personal  property  in  one  State  will  be  bound  by  a  judicial  deter- 
mination previously  rendered  in  another  against  the  title  of  the 
pereon  from  whom  he  purchases.'  The  law,  as  settled  in  regard 
to  judgments  of  other  States  is,  that  the  judgments  of  other 
States  are  ov\y  prima  facie  evidence  of  jurisdiction,  though  con- 
clusive upon  the  merits  of  the  matter  in  litigation,  when  the 
fact  of  jurisdiction  is  conceded,  or  established  as  domestic  judg- 
ments,* and  if  successfully  impeached  in  regard  to  jurisdiction, 
necessarily  fails  as  to  the  merits,  an^  they  are  not  conclusive 
unless  the  court  had  jurisdiction  of  the  cause  and  the  parties, 
and  a  State  cannot  give  to  the  proceedings  of  its  tribunals  a 
greater  or  more  extensive  operation  than  that  of  the  laws  from 
which  they  derive  their  whole  force  and  virtue,  which  must  nec- 
•essarily  be  confined  to  those  persons  who  reside  within  the  State 
itself,  or  are  in  some  other  way  justly  amenable  to  its  jurisdic- 
tion. 

§  572.  From  the  authorities  and  cases  cited  ita  regard  to  the 
eflfect  of  judgments  of  other  States,  the  following  may  be 
deduced  as  the  law  governing  them  : — 

1st.  That  the  plea  of  nvl  tiel  record  is  the  only  defense 
admissible  in  an  action  upon  them  in  another  State. 

2d.  That  they  2C[q  prima  facie  evidence  of  jurisdiction,  and 
when  that  is  shown  they  are  conclasive. 

3d.  That  their  operation  cannot  be  extended  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  they  are  rendered. 

4th.  That  they  operate  not  only  as  a  merger  in  the  State  in 
which  they  are  rendered,  but  in  every  other,  and  preclude  the 
right  to  resort  to  the  original  cause  of  action,  either  as  a  defense 

>  Marsh   v.    Pier,  4   Rawle,    178;  289;  Moulin  v.  Ins.  Co.,  24  N.  J.  L 

Fletcher   v.    Farrell.    9   Dana,    872;  223;  Black  v.  Black,  4  Bradf.   174- 

Rathbone  v.  Fry,  1  R  I.  73;  Darcy  Horton    v.    Critchfield,   18    111.   133 

V.  Ketchum,  11  How.  165;  Harris  v.  Shumway  v.   Stillman,  4  Cow.  296 

Hardeman,  14  How.  834.  BufPum  v.   Simpson,   6  Allen,    591 

»  R   R    Co.  V.  Wynoe,    14  Ind.  West  v.  Thornton,  12  La.  Ann.  786 

385 ;    Rocco   ▼.    Hacket,    2    Bosw.  Dunbar  y.  Hallowell,  84  IlL  168. 
^79;  Robert  y.  Hodges,  16  N.  J.  Eq. 
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or  cause  of  action.  The  debt  or  obligation  on  which  they  are 
founded,  loses  its  distinct  and  independent  existence,  and  disap- 
pears in  the  higher  obligation  created  bj  the  judicial  determina- 
tion of  the  court ;  the  only  remedy  being  an  action  of  del^  on 
the  judgment  itself,  and  the  judgment  is  a  good  plea  in  bar  to 
any  other  action  brought  on  the  original  cause  of  action.'  That 
if  valid  in  the  State  where  they  are  rendered  they  are  valid  in 
«very  other  in  which  the  judgment  is  sought  to  be  used.  The 
presumption  is  in  favor  of  the  proceedings  of  all  duly  consti- 
tuted tribunals,  whether  foreign  or  domestic,  and  they  will  not 
be  held  to  have  exceeded  or  abused  their  powers  unless  the  defect 
is  clearly  shown.  There  is  no  necessity  for  pleading,  in  a  declara- 
tion on  a  foreign  judgment,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  over 
the  cause  or  parties,  because  this  is  presumed  until  the  contrary 
is  shown. 


'  Jones  V.  Jamison,  6  La.  Ann.  86; 
Ault  y.  Zehring,  88  Ind.  429;  Lyman 
v.  Brown,  2  Curt.  0.  C.  669;  Sweet  v. 
Bracklej,  68  Me.  846;  Creen  v.  Sar- 
miento,  1  Pet  0.  C.  R  74;  Canan  y. 


Greenwood,  T.  P.  Co.,  1  Conn.  7; 
Watson  y.  Button,  27  Ala.  616;  Griffia 
y.  Griffin,  40  Ala.  296;  Moadwell  y. 
Holmes,  40  Ala.  404;  Watts  y.  Watts^ 
87  Ala.  646. 
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